


Revitalizing Urban Micro Public Spaces: 6 Key Sections

-- Systematic Renovation and Implementation of Micro Spaces in Haidian Street, Beijing

PROJECT STATEMENT

China's urban development has transitioned from expansive growth to a focus on high-quality development. Enhancing the efficiency of urban land use
has become a pressing issue. Urban micro public spaces, as pivotal arenas for urban stock renewal, offer extensive growth prospects. However, several
challenges hinder their renewal: the integration gap between academic research on urban micros paces and practical design, a lack of systematic guid-
ance in the renewal process, weak brand influence in community micro-renewal efforts, and inadequate investment in spatial construction. Additional-
ly, managing multi-stakeholder relationships within communities and ensuring sustainable space renewal pose significant challenges.

To address these issues and foster sustainable urban micro space renewal, this project has developed six key areas of focus: 1) community public space
basic research,2) micro public spaces-database,3) micro public spaces-design guidelines,4) micro public spaces-demonstration sites for renovation,5)
micro public spaces-community activities,6) micro public spaces-multi-partner management. This systematic approach provides an efficient framework
for future community micro space renewal and holds potential for widespread application across urban community spaces.

PROJECT NARRATIVE AND CONTENTS

China's urban development has transitioned from expansive growth to a focus on high-quality development. Improving land use efficiency is crucial
to achieving this goal. Urban micro public spaces, characterized by their small scale and dispersed layout, constitute the most prevalent type of space
in cities and are deeply integrated into residents' daily lives. As Beijing embarks on a new phase of urban inventory renewal, there is an urgent need
to regenerate and transform a significant number of urban micro public spaces, which play a pivotal role in urban revitalization. However, the current
update of community micro public spaces faces several challenges:

Integrating community research findings into space design: Effective community renewal requires synthesizing research outcomes with practical
design to formulate appropriate spatial renewal strategies.

Achieving systematic updates of community micro spaces: Currently, the quantity and construction of micro-public spaces lack clarity, and there 1s no
comprehensive guide to steer the entire process from site selection to design, construction, and operation.

Establishing the brand influence of community micro space updates: There is a lack of distinct branding in community micro space updates, resulting
in inadequate publicity and influence.

Enhancing the quality of community micro space design: The design and construction quality of community micro spaces is subpar, compounded by
insufficient investment in community renewal.

Coordinating stakeholder interests in community micro-updates: Involving multiple stakeholders complicates the implementation of community mi-
cro-public space renewal.

Sustaining continuous updates of community micro spaces: The renewal of community micro-public spaces lacks driving force and sustainable vitality.
To address these challenges, the project proposes 6 key sections for systematically updating micro-public spaces: 1) community public space basic re-
search,2) micro public spaces-database,3) micro public spaces-design guidelines,4) micro public spaces-demonstration sites for renovation,5) micro
public spaces-community activities,6) micro public spaces-multi-partner management. The project is currently being piloted in Haidian Street, Haidian
District, Beijing, covering 32 communities with a population of approximately 122,900 people.



1. Community Public Space Basic Research

This project proposes a community renewal model that integrates research and practice. The team has conducted a series of fundamental studies, primar-
ily focusing on community renewal models, community behavior, aging in communities, community renewal case study, and community microclimate
research. These studies aim to explore the users and their needs in the community public space. Based on these research findings, the design team has
developed corresponding strategies for the design of community public spaces. At the same time, the research team also verify and optimize the previ-
ous research results according to the design effect.

2. Micro Public Spaces - Database

The research team investigated various aspects of existing micro public spaces, including their type, location, area, landscape elements, and other infor-
mation. To date, a total of 132 micro public spaces have been identified in Haidian Street. The research team has established an online database to col-
lect and store this data. In the future, the database will be open to the public, and community residents can discover and record micro public spaces
around them at any time through mobile terminals.

3. Micro Public Spaces - Design Guidelines

The formulation of micro public space design guidelines aims to enhance the rationality, standardization, and scientific basis of space construction. Key
design aspects for the systematic construction of micro public spaces include identification system design, functional layout, facility design, pavement
design. The mechanism system construction for micro public space renewal in the design guidelines consists of six steps: joint participation, joint pro-
posal, joint discussion, joint construction, joint management, and joint sharing. Each step is supported by a corresponding toolkit.

4. Micro Public Spaces - Demonstration Sites for Renovation
The design team employed specific design guidelines to oversee the transformation of 4 community micro spaces. 4 distinct types of community micro
spaces were selected for renovation:

* Daoxiangting - a sunken courtyard space within a community
Situated in the Daoxiangyuan Xili community, this renewal demonstration site caters primarily to the elderly and children. Leveraging the site's varying
elevations, designers ingeniously integrated children's play facilities and fitness equipment, effectively addressing the diverse needs of residents.

* Zhihuachang - an enclosed public space within a community
Located in the Sanyimiao Community, with roots tracing back to the Dahua Garment Factory, this renewal demonstration site honors its industrial her-
itage. Retaining the essence of its past, designers embraced "textile" as a central theme, incorporating button patterns, sewing lines, and poetry about
textiles into the design.

* Rainbow Garden - a ribbon public space within a community

Situated in the Haidian Community, this renewal demonstration site embodies the concept of the "Rainbow." The designer orchestrated a multifaceted
community space seamlessly blending functionality with aesthetics. From a dedicated fitness area to a tranquil reading nook, each space is thoughtfully
designed to cater to different age groups, ensuring inclusivity and engagement within the community.

* Huaiyinli - a community public space integrated with the renovation of the garbage station
Located in the Daozuomiao community, this renewal demonstration site ingeniously repurposes an underutilized green expanse into a bustling activity



square. Additionally, a comprehensive upgrade of the garbage station has been undertaken, seamlessly integrating it into the environment. This upgrad-
ed facility not only addresses odor concerns but also strategically segregates pedestrian traffic from the waste disposal route, thereby enhancing both
functionality and aesthetics.

5. Micro Public Spaces - Community Activities

This project utilizes the micro public space renewal demonstration site to organize a series of community participation activities. These activities are in-
cluded in the community guidelines toolkit. These activities foster communication and interaction among residents while enhancing their sense of own-
ership. By participating in these activities, community residents gradually become involved in the process of urban renewal.

6. Micro Public Spaces - Multi-partner Management

The project utilizes the community workstation as a platform for multi-party communication. Universities, residents, street governments, construction
party, investor, service enterprise and other groups collaborate on this platform to jointly promote the implementation of the Haidian Street micro
public space renewal project. Community residents from passive participation to leading action, and gradually enhance the initiative of residents to par-
ticipate in urban renewal. The work across the six sections of community renewal will be carried out continuously and systematically.

This systematic approach to micro space renewal not only offers an efficient framework for future community micro space renewal in China but also es-
tablishes a foundation for sustainable urban development. Its comprehensive and practical nature positions it to serve as a model for widespread adop-
tion and to offer guidance for addressing micro space renewal challenges in various regions across China.



BACKGROUND o

China's urban development has transitioned from a period of expansive growth to one focused on pursuing high-quality
development. The imperative now lies in achieving this high-quality development while also optimizing land use effi-
ciency, particularly within the context of Beijing's urban landscape. Urban micro spaces, characterized by their small scale
and dispersed layout, constitute the most prevalent spatial type in the city and are deeply intertwined with residents'
daily lives. As Beijing embarks on a new phase of urban renewal, marked by the rejuvenation of existing assets, there
arises a pressing need to regenerate and transform a multitude of micro public spaces.
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Community micro space renewal is a crucial aspect of urban reVItaIrzann To address the six key challenges currently facing community micro  space updates, this project proposes six sections for community micro public space renewal:a‘comprehensive
database, design guidelines, demonstration sites for renovation, commumty activities, and multi-partner management.
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MICRO PUBLIC SPACES - DESIGN GUIDELINES
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The formulation of micro public space design guidelines aims to enhance the rationality, standardization, and scientific basis of space construction. Key design aspects for the systematic construction of micro public spaces include identification system
design, functional layout, facility design, pavement design, and other relevant features.



MICRO PUBLIC SPACES - DESIGN GUIDELINES
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The mechanism system construction for micro public space renewal in the design guidelines consists of six steps: joint participation, joint proposal, joint discussion, joint construction, joint management, and joint sharing. Each step is supported by a
corresponding toolkit.












@ MICRO PUBLIC SPACES - MULTI-PARTNER MANAGEMENT
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The project utilizes the community workstation as a platform for multi-party communication. Universities, residents, street governments, and other groups collaborate on this platform to jointly promote the implementation of the Haidian Street ‘
micro public space renewal project. The work across the six sections of community renewal will be carried out continuously and systematically.
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