
Guangzhou Jianggao Nongqu GardenGuangzhou Jianggao Nongqu Garden：：
A Farming Experience Garden that Reconnects with the Land
and Promotes Community Cohesion



PROJECT STATEMENT

The project is located in Nangang Village, Jianggao Town, Baiyun District, 
Guangzhou City, covering an area of about 1,400 square meters.
There are a large number of forgotten and unused green spaces in the 
village community. Community development is faced with the problems of 
improving the human environment and enhancing the residents' sense of 
participation and local identity.
Using the underutilized space in the rural community as a carrier, the project 
integrates farming, nature education, and cultural heritage into a green space 
through four primary strategies: sustainable development, environmental 
renewal, nature perception, and site empowerment.
Regular co-construction projects encourage participation from the local 
population and provide them with a shared experience of the joys and 
hardships of planting and harvesting, strengthening bonds within the 
community. By planning outdoor experiences and hands-on labor education 
programs, the Nongqu Garden has simultaneously evolved into a means of 
educating city dwellers about rural life and fostering interurban interactions.

PROJECT NARRATIVE

Project Background
A substantial percentage of the population is leaving towns and villages and 
moving into cities as urbanization grows. However, rural communities are 
also losing residents as a result of the abundance of underutilized, inefficient 
spaces that are forgotten about or neglected because of poor management.
A significant percentage of green space is abandoned, which deprives kids of 
places to play, ignores the important natural resources found in rural areas, 
and may even cause them to lose their ability to effectively connect with the 
natural world. Although urban areas have dominated the nature education 
movement in recent years, children in rural areas lack access to ecological 
education programs and thus do not have a sense of connection to their 
community.
This shows that there is an urgent need to redevelop these spaces in order 
to improve the quality of the environment, promote the education of rural 
children in the practice of natural labor, and develop their physical and 
mental health.

Construction Process
The government managed the project, and our team gathered input 

and ideas for the garden's creation from more than 20 local volunteers before 
beginning design work. We also inquired about their needs. The surrounding 
environment and community context were then incorporated into the design.
During the construction phase, the team joined forces with community 
organizations to set up a workshop, inviting residents to participate in 
the construction of the garden. After the construction, the team's college 
students, with the assistance of community volunteers, carried out a number 
of nature education and labor practice activities in the Nongqu Garden to 
further activate the site, while the community committee organized weekly 
volunteer activities to maintain and update the garden to achieve the 
sustainable development of the site.
The township government, private companies, social organizations, design 
team, and community members are closely involved throughout the entire 
process of planning, designing, building, operating, and maintaining the 
project.

Project Concept
With the keywords "nature, culture, and co-construction,"  the project aims 
to create a green space that integrates farming experience, nature education, 
and cultural inheritance.
We respect nature and enable children to engage in farming activities 
that allow them to get up close and personal with it; we establish a 
strong emphasis on education and foster in them a sense of adventure 
and environmental awareness through practical learning; we preserve 
and transmit rural culture and showcase its features; and we support co-
construction to promote community cohesion and develop urban-rural 
exchanges.
Taking the unused space of rural communities as a carrier, through the 
strategies of environmental renewal, nature perception, site empowerment 
and sustainable development, we enable community residents to enhance 
their sense of local identity and cohesion, and inject new vitality into rural 
communities.

Design Strategy

Strategy1: Environment Renewal
1.Revitalization of Unused Land
Place planting boxes and plant flowers, which not only enhance the 
surrounding landscape but also provide a convenient platform for community 



residents to actively participate in planting activities and work together to 
create a beautiful community environment.
2.Selection of Indigenous Plants
Local plants with strong adaptability, low maintenance costs, and high 
ecological benefits are chosen. Create flower borders, plant medicinal herbs, 
crops, seasonal vegetables, and fruits in accordance with the 24 solar terms. 
These plants provide rich ecological education resources. By popularizing 
plants, locals can learn about their characteristics and value and raise 
awareness of ecological protection.

Strategy2: Nature Perception
1.Habitat Creation and Biology Observation
Plant bird-attracting plants, increase meadows and bushes to attract insects 
and birds to create miniature biological habitats, enrich biodiversity and build 
a natural habitat for the community.
Install bird-watching wall and insect hotel. Children can experience the charm 
of nature and be inspired to explore by observing birds and learning about 
the lives of insects.
2.Contact with Natural Materials
The sensory trail is made up of variously textured natural materials to feel 
the fabric of the earth while walking. The water-friendly wooden platform 
provides an opportunity to get close to the river. These facilities foster 
children's passion for and respect for nature.

Strategy3: Place Empowerment
1.Function Refinement and Details Ornament
Facilities such as shade corridors, pergolas, and pallet racks are installed to 
provide residents with convenient resting places. Recycling used tires and 
planting boxes for hand-painted graffiti, which are used as containers for 
planting and decoration, adds color to the garden.
2.Native Materials Utilization and Art Implantation
It is sustainable and preserves the spirit of the countryside to use locally 
accessible materials like bamboo and stones. The site's beauty is increased 
by art installations. Build a bamboo structure to complement the garden's 
motif. University students can now constructively co-create and advance the 
integration of business, education, and research on the site. 

Strategy4: Sustainable Development
1.Voluntary Activities

Regular nature education activities maintain the vitality of the place and 
raised its profile.
2.Nature Education Activities
Encourage community residents to participate in volunteer activities. Self-
renewal and sustainable operation and maintenance are realized by building 
a volunteer team and a community network communication platform.

Social benefits
The project has been widely recognized and has generated positive social 
benefits.
After the project was completed, it was well received and supported by the 
community. The project has also received attention from many platforms, 
such as paper media, WeChat official accounts, and other platforms, and 
has great social influences. This practice has a positive impact on promoting 
community cohesion and providing healthy spaces that meet the needs of 
residents. It provides a model for the resilient renewal of rural communities.



PROJECT BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONPROJECT BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION



DESIGN STRATEGY AND MULTI-PARTICIPATIONDESIGN STRATEGY AND MULTI-PARTICIPATION
Design ObjectivesDesign Objectives

Environment EnhancementEnvironment Enhancement
 And Revegetation And Revegetation

Nature PerceptionNature Perception

D
esign Strategy

D
esign Strategy Place EmpowermentPlace Empowerment

Sustainable DevelopmentSustainable Development

  

Co-construct and improveCo-construct and improve
the living enviormentthe living enviorment

Co-construction to promoteCo-construction to promote
personal developmentpersonal development

Co-construction to enhanceCo-construction to enhance
community well-beingcommunity well-being

•	 Revitalize idle rural land

Multi-participation and Relationship networkMulti-participation and Relationship network
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Nature education activities 
inspire continuous vitality

Touch natural materials

Function Refinement and 
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Native materials utilization 
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Voluntary service enhances 
sustainability

Habitat creation and 
biological observation

•	 Create a biofriendly environment

•	 Strengthen rural cultural 

•	 Provide space for interaction

•	 Learn natural knowledge

•	 Cultivate the natural concept

•	 Exercise manual skills

•	 Increase natural experience •	 Motivate co-construction and sharing

•	 Strengthen villagers' local complex

•	 Promote equity in urban-rural 

•	 Ensure community sustainability

Site Investigation

Multi-party Discussion

Residents' 
Suggestion Collection



MASTER PLANMASTER PLAN
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Green Pergola

Pallet Rack Benches

Tool Shed

Crop Growing Area

Bamboo Structure

Medicinal Herbs 
Growing Area

Bird Blinds

Ecologic Pond
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Flower Boxes

Flower Border

Aquaculture Area

Vegetable Garden

Tire Garden
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STRATEGY 1STRATEGY 1：：ENVIRONMENT RENEWALENVIRONMENT RENEWAL
Revitalization of Unused LandRevitalization of Unused Land
Modular wooden planting flower box Create planting plots and grow plants



STRATEGY 1STRATEGY 1：：ENVIRONMENT RENEWALENVIRONMENT RENEWAL
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Plants in the Nongqu garden
Selection of Indigenous PlantsSelection of Indigenous Plants



STRATEGY 2STRATEGY 2：：NATURE PERCEPTIONNATURE PERCEPTION
Habitat Creation and Biology ObservationHabitat Creation and Biology Observation

Insects HotelBird Blinds



STRATEGY 2STRATEGY 2：：NATURE PERCEPTIONNATURE PERCEPTION
Contact with Natural MaterialsContact with Natural Materials

Natural experience sensory trail

Hydrophilic wooden platforms and rain garden

Interact with fish

Hydrophilic 
wooden 
platforms

Rain garden

Nongqu garden

Sketch the nature Leisure and recreate

Nature exploration

Sensory trail

Stones Grits Pebbles

Recognize and record the plants beside the sensory trail



STRATEGY 3STRATEGY 3：：PLACE EMPOWERMENTPLACE EMPOWERMENT
Function Refinement and Details OrnamentFunction Refinement and Details OrnamentFunction Refinement and Details OrnamentFunction Refinement and Details Ornament

Functional corridors made from virgin materials Flower pots made from recyclable materials

Paintwork

Tools

Recyclable Flower Containers

Tyres Wooden box

Co-construction

Child participation Plants

The use of timber, assembled and 
installed on site, reducing the use 
of steel and concrete materials, is 
a low carbon idea!

Nice cool shade! It is a great feeling to 
grow beautiful flowers in a 
colourful tyre!

It feels so good to build 
a planter together!

＋ ＋

Painting Planting



STRATEGY 3STRATEGY 3：：PLACE EMPOWERMENTPLACE EMPOWERMENT
Native Materials Utilization and Art ImplantationNative Materials Utilization and Art ImplantationNative Materials Utilization and Art ImplantationNative Materials Utilization and Art Implantation

Bamboo installation as a vernacular subject image

Putting into the local image art installation Co-creation of the 24 Solar Terms Bamboo Weaving

Measure and cut 
materials

Epidermal 
fixation

Vernacular Device 
Forming

Cabbage as 
a prototype

Bamboo 
material

Assembling the body Skin covering

＋

I t 's nice to build 
together!

These are the plants you usually see 
in the village, all turned into great 
big toys!

This installation is inspired by 
the local speciality vegetable, 
the Hollow Vegetable!

Wickerwork

Classes 
on the 
24 Solar 
Terms

Finished 
product

Outdoor 
decoration

Hand tools Plants

＋ ＋

＋



STRATEGY 4STRATEGY 4：：SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTSUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Voluntary ActivitiesVoluntary Activities

Residents participate in garden maintenance

It's harvest season. We 
harvest so many green 
and organic crops

Let's renew the plants 
in the garden



STRATEGY 4STRATEGY 4：：SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTSUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Nature Education ActivitiesNature Education Activities

Volunteers are introducing 
plants to children and 
teaching about crops.

Union primary school 
organizes labor education 
practical activities.



WELLBEING AND SOCIAL BENEFITS OF COMMUNITY WELLBEING AND SOCIAL BENEFITS OF COMMUNITY 


