
Tense(time) 

 

Definition briefly Structure of this tense to make 

sentence 

Example 

1) Simple 

Present tense. 

It denotes an 

action at the 

present 

time/eternal truth/ 

habitual truth. 

Subject+verb(s/es)+object+compliment 

 

Note: if the sub is 3rd person singular 

number, you have to add s/es with 

the main verb.  

I go to the market everyday. 

(Assertive sentence). 

Do you go…..? 

 

✓ She goes there daily. (Sub is 

3rd person) 

✓ Does she go there daily? 

Here you have to start the 

question always with 

do/does.  

2) Simple past 

tense. 

1) Past 

incident. 

 

2) Past habit. 

 

 

1) Past incident= sub+v2+rest 

2) Past habit= sub+used to 

/would+v1+rest 

Example 1). I went there yesterday. 

Question always will be started with 

Did.  Did you go (v1) there yesterday? 

 

2) I used to/ would meet him every 

day. 

Question: you have to start with 

‘would’ as ‘Used to’ is semi modal. 

Question: would you meet him daily 

in past? Time mention is mandatory 

as ‘would’ you can use any where 

present, past, future even.  

3) Simple 

future tense.  

Something will be 

happened in 

future. 

Sub+shall/will+v1+rest 

 

First person=I, We= shall(only for 

writing)  

 

I shall meet you tomorrow.  

Q: will you meet me tomorrow? 

We shall eat it. 

Q: will you eat it? 

You will come. 

Q: Will you come? 

They will cook the chicken. 

Q: Will they cook chicken? 

 

4)Present 

continuous 

tense: 

1) Something is 

going on now. 

 

2) Something is 

going to be 

happened in near 

future.  

 

1) Sub +am//is/are+(v1+ing) 

2) Almost same. Have a look of 

examples.  

1) A) I am writing. 

Q: are you writing? 

 

b) They are playing. 

Q: Are they playing? 

 

c) He is fighting. 

Q: Is he fighting? 

 

2) A) I am going to meet you 



within two hours.  

Q: are you going to meet me 

within two hours? 

 

b) They are going to your 

place in the next month. 

 

Q. are they going to your 

place in the next month? 

 

5) Past 

continuous 

tense. 

Something which 

was going on in 

past. 

Sub+ was/ 

were+(v1+ing)+rest 

 

I was playing. 

Q: were you playing? 

They were talking. 

Q: were they talking? 

6) Present 

perfect tense. 

Something has 

completed but 

still it has its 

effects. 

Sub+ have/ has+v3+rest 

 

Note: if the subject is 3rd 

person singular number, then 

you have to add ‘has’ with the 

subject. 

 

I have done it. 

Q: Have you done it? 

They have told. 

Q: have they told?  

 

Note: when we are asking 

question, there also we are 

using v3 form. It is 

mandatory for perfect tense.  

 

She has cooked something. 

Q: has she cooked? 

The man has gone. 

Q: has the man gone? 

The bird has sung a song. 

Q: Has the bird sing song? 

 

 

 

7) Past perfect 

tense. 

Two incidents in 

past. 

1) The first 

incident is 

past 

perfect 

tense. 

2) Second 

past 

incident is 

simple 

Structure: 1) 

Sub+had+v3+rest (past 

perfect) 

 

2)sub +v2+rest (simple past) 

Example.  

 

I had reached (past perfect) 

before you reached (simple 

past). 

 

They had gone before I went. 

 

The man had left before I 

reached.  

Note: Here we see that before 



past tense. we are using past perfect 

tense.   

 

Note: After , after 

 

I reached after he had 

reached. 

 

She told after I had told. 

 

I wrote after he had written.  

 

Note: apart from this if you 

had any assets or anybody 

had, here we can use in this 

way. Just look the example. 

 

I had a big house. 

 

She had a pet dog. 

 

They had a car.  

 

✓ Note: same way if you 

have anything at the 

present time you can 

express it in this way. 

 

 I have a pet dog. 

She has a beautiful garden. 

They have a big shop.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

8) Present 

perfect 

continuous 

tense. 

It began before 

but still it is 

going on.  

Sub+ have been / has been+ 

(v1+ing) 

I have been doing this work 

for long time.  

 

She has been working in this 

organization for 10 years. 

 

This family has been living 

here since 1947. 

 



 

It has been raining since 

Monday morning.  

 

 

Note: since and for….if you 

would see that there has 

mentioned the particular 

date and day or month, year 

etc…you have to use since 

but if you would find that 

there is no particular date , 

month, time, year, days,  etc, 

then for. 


