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Agree/Disagree Essay 
In some countries an increasing number of people are suffering from health problems as a result of eating too much fast food. It is 

therefore necessary for governments to impose a higher tax on this kind of food. 

 

To what extent do you agree or disagree? 

 

It is argued that governments should levy a tariff on junk food because the number of health risks associated with consuming this 

kind of food is on the rise. This essay agrees that a higher rate of tax should be paid by fast food companies. Firstly, this essay will 

discuss the fact that alcohol and tobacco companies already pay higher taxes and secondly, discuss how higher taxes would raise 

prices and lower consumption. 

 

Higher excise on liqueur and cigarettes has proven to be successful at curbing the harm caused by these substances. This revenue 

has been used to treat health problems associated with these products and has proven useful in advertising campaigns warning 

people about the dangers of alcohol and tobacco abuse. Tax from fast food could be used in the same way. The United Kingdom is 

a prime example, where money from smokers is used to treat lung cancer and heart disease. 

 

Increasing taxes would raise prices and lower consumption. Fast food companies would pass on these taxes to consumers in the 

form of higher prices and this would lead to people not being able to afford junk food because it is too expensive. Junk food would 

soon become a luxury item and it would only be consumed occasionally, which would be less harmful to the general public’s 

health. For instance, the cost of organic food has proven prohibitively expensive for most people and that is why only a small 

percentage of the population buy it regularly. 

 

In conclusion, junk food should be taxed at a higher rate because of the good precedent set by alcohol and tobacco and the fact 

that the increased cost should reduce the amount of fast food people buy. 
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 Advantages and Disadvantages  Essay Type 1 

In some countries young people are encouraged to work or travel for a year between 

finishing high school and starting university studies. 

 

Discuss the advantages and disadvantages for young people who decided to do this. 

 

 

 
Before embarking on college many young people are advised that a year working or travelling may be a good option. 

This essay will suggest that saving money is the biggest advantage of this and a reduced motivation to study is the 

primary disadvantage. 

 

Third level education is very expensive and lots of students decide to work for 12 months and save up money before 

they begin their studies. This allows them to pay for their living costs, tuition fees and accommodation and focus on 

their studies, rather than struggle financially or have to get a part time job on top of their academic work. The Times 

recently reported that the average student at a UK university requires over $12,000 per annum just to survive and 

many drop out because they cannot afford to stay. 

 

Despite these advantages, many students often get used to working or travelling and don’t want to return to a life of 

study after a year off. This short term view can cause some to bypass university altogether and go straight into a job 

that is beneath their capabilities or may not offer the same prospects their future career might have done. For instance, 

a recent survey by the British Government found that 26% of students who take a gap-year never enter tertiary 

education. 

 

In conclusion, taking a break from studies can be advantageous if it allows people to gather up savings, however, they 

should also be careful that it does not lead to disillusionment with education altogether. 
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Advantages and Disadvantages Essay Type 2 

 

Some experts believe that it is better for children to begin learning a foreign language at primary schools rather than secondary 

school. 

 

Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? 

 

 

 

 

 

Some authorities think that it is more favorable for pupils to begin studying languages at primary school instead of secondary 

school. This essay will argue that the advantages of this outweigh the drawbacks. The essay will first demonstrate that the earlier 

someone learns an additional language the more likely they are to master it and that it brings added cognitive benefits, followed 

by an analysis of how the primary disadvantage, namely confusion with their native tongue, is not valid. 

 

 

The main reason to start kids off with foreign languages early is that this increases the likelihood they will achieve fluency in 

adulthood. That is to say that they will have far more years to perfect their skills and it will seem perfectly normal to speak 

bilingually. For example, in countries such as Holland and Norway where English is taught from a very young age, more than 95% 

of adults speak it at an advanced level. Learning a second language also helps to improve overall cognitive abilities. In other words 

it benefits the overall development of a child’s brain. A recent survey by Cambridge University found that children who studied a 

new language before the age of 5 were significantly more likely to score higher in Mathematics and Science. 

 

 

Those opposed to this say that it causes the child to become confused between their mother tongue and the other language. 

However, there is actually no evidence to support this view and children from bilingual families do just as well in both languages. 

My own son was brought up speaking both Vietnamese and English and outperforms most of his classmates in both. 

 

 

On balance, the fact that early foreign language learning leads to higher fluency and improved brain function clearly outweighs the 

flawed argument that it impairs uptake of native languages. 
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Computers are becoming an essential part of 

school lessons. 
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Advantages and Disadvantages Essay Type 3 

 

Computers are becoming an essential part of education. 

 

Discuss the advantages and disadvantages and give your own opinion. 

 

 

 

 

Information technology is becoming a ubiquitous part of learning. This essay will show that this is a welcome 

development and can enhance educational practice. It will first suggest that the instant availability of huge amounts of 

information is the primary advantage, followed by a discussion of how it can sometimes lead to plagiarism. 

 

The main benefit computers bring to learners is easy access to vast amounts resources. Learners were once limited to 

the books they had and the knowledge of their teacher, now they can learn about anything they choose at the touch of 

a button. Google is a prime example, because it allows people to easily search for whatever they are looking for quickly 

and accurately. 

 

One possible drawback is that using the internet to complete academic work can sometimes lead to pupils copying 

articles from the internet. As a result, students do not have to think about their tasks and learn very little. The Sunday 

Times recently reported that 72% of college graduates in the UK admitted to copying and pasting Wikipedia articles at 

least once. 

 

Overall, it is a very positive development because most students will take advantage of the power of the information 

superhighway to enhance their studies, rather than using it to cheat. For example, in 2005 Cambridge University found 

that students who regularly used a computer were 26% more likely to get a first-class degree than those who did not. 

 

In conclusion, the web has provided a gateway to knowledge unlike anything seen before and although it can sometimes 

lead to a few taking the easy route and plagiarising, it is a very positive step in the evolution of education. 
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Students are becoming more and more reliant 

on computers. 

 

What are some of the problems associated with 
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`Problem and Solution  Essay 
Students are becoming more and more reliant on computers. 

 

What are some of the problems associated with reliance on computers, and what are some of the possible solutions? 

 

 

 

 

Learners are becoming ever more dependent on technology, such as the Internet and mobile devices. This essay will 

discuss one of the main problems associated with dependence on computers and suggest a viable solution. 

 

The principal problem with over-reliance on technology, such as tablets and computers, is plagiarism. Students often use 

search engines to answer a question and simply copy the text from a website, rather than thinking about the question. 

This practice is not only prohibited in schools and universities but also stunts a student’s intellectual development. For 

example, many teachers complain that students copy web pages straight from Wikipedia word for word rather than 

giving a reasoned answer to their questions. 

 

 

A solution to this worrying problem is asking students to email their answers to teachers and teachers using anti-

plagiarism software to detect copying. Moreover, students would be made aware of this practice and this would inspire 

them to answer questions using their own words, rather than someone else’s. For instance, many universities already 

use this kind of software to scan course work for plagiarism and it could be extended to include all homework, by 

learners in both secondary and tertiary education. 

 

In summary, one of the main problems with over-use of technology in education is plagiarism and this can be solved 

through the use of plagiarism detection software. It is predicted that more and more students’ will email their work to 

their teacher and this work will be scrutinised for plagiarism. 
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Discuss both views 
 

Computers are being used more and more in education. Some people say that this is a positive trend, while others argue that it is 

leading to negative consequences. 

 

Discuss both sides of this argument and then give your own opinion. 

 

 

 

There is an ever-increasing use of technology, such as tablets and laptops, in the classroom. It is often argued that this is a positive 

development, whilst others disagree and think it will lead to adverse ramifications. This essay agrees that an increase in 

technology is beneficial to students and teachers. This essay will discuss both points of view. 

 

 

It is clear that the Internet has provided students with access to more information than ever before. Moreover, learners have the 

ability to research and learn about any subject at the touch of a button. It is therefore agreed that technology is a very worthwhile 

tool for education. Wikipedia is a prime example, where students can simply type in any keyword and gain access to in-depth 

knowledge quickly and easily. 

 

 

 

However, many disagree and feel that technology deprives people of real human interaction. Human interaction teaches people 

valuable skills such as discourse, debate and empathy. Despite this, human interaction is still possible through the internet and this 

essay disagrees technology should be dismissed for this reason. For instance, Skype and Facebook make it possible for people to 

interact in ways that were never before possible. 

 

 

While the benefits of technology, particularly the internet, allow students to tap into limitless sources of information, some still 

feel that people should be wary of this new phenomena and not allow it to curb face to face interaction. However, as long as we 

are careful to keep in mind the importance of human interaction in education, the educational benefits are clearly positive. 
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Two-part (Double) question 

 

As most people spend a major part of their adult life at work, job satisfaction is an important element of individual wellbeing. 

 

What factors contribute to job satisfaction? 

 

How realistic is the expectation of job satisfaction for all workers? 

 

 

 

 

 

As the majority of adults spend most of their time at work, being content with your career is a crucial part of a person’s health and 

happiness. This essay will first discuss which elements lead to job satisfaction and it will then address the question of how likely it 

is that everyone can be happy with their job. 

 

 

The two most important things that lead to someone being satisfied at work are being treated with respect by managers and being 

compensated fairly. If those more senior than you respect you as a person and the job you are doing then you feel like you are 

valued. A fair salary and benefits are also important considerations because if you feel you are being underpaid you will either 

resent your bosses or look for another job. These two factors came top of a recent job satisfaction survey conducted by 

Monster.com, that found that 72% of people were pleased with their current role if their superiors regularly told them they were 

appreciated. 

 

 

With regards to the question of happiness for all workers, I think this is and always will be highly unlikely. The vast majority of 

people fail to reach their goals and end up working in a post they don’t really care about in return for a salary. This money is just 

enough to pay their living expenses which often means they are trapped in a cycle of disenchantment. For example, The Times 

recently reported that 89% of office workers would leave their jobs if they did not need the money. 

 

 

 

In conclusion, being satisfied with your trade or profession is an important part of one’s well-being and respect from one’s 

colleagues and fair pay can improve your level of happiness, however, job satisfaction of all workers is an unrealistic prospect. 
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