
                                                SPANISH GREETINGS AND GOODBYES  
                                                       (Los Saludos y las despedidas) 
 
Los saludos: Greetings 

Hola! 
¿Cómo estás 
¿Cómo está 
¿Qué tal? 

Hi/Hello (universal) 
How are you (informal) 
How are you (formal) 
What's up?    (Very informal) 

 
Uses: 
"Hola" is kind of universal; can be used either with professors, students, teachers, family members, etc.  
"Cómo estás" is informal; can be used with professors, teachers, family members, students, friends, etc., 
but not really with officials or senior persons.  
"Cómo está" is formal; can be used with officials and senior persons. There is a level of formality here. 
"Qué tal" is very informal; is generally used with friends, best friends, buddies. It's colloquial as well and 
in English means, what's up? 
  
Las Despedidas: Goodbyes  

Adiós! 
Chao! 
Hasta pronto! 
Hasta luego! 
Hasta mañana! 
Hasta la vista! 
Nos vemos! 

Goodbye (with no expectation of seeing them soon: a year or two) 
Goodbye (with the knowledge of seeing the person soon: a week/so.  
See you soon (pronto: soon) 
See you later (luego:later) 
See you tomorrow (mañana; tomorrow) 
Goodbye till we see each other again 
We'll see each other again then.  

 
#Note that these are all time unspecified greetings. They don't really convey the part of the day in which 
you are greeting someone. However, there are other time specified greetings which convey the part of the 
day: morning, evening or night.  
 
TIME SPECIFIED GREETINGS: 

Buenos días 
Buenas tardes 
Buenas noches 

Good morning (dias: masculine) 
Good evening (tardes: Feminine) 
Good night (noches: Feminine) 

 
#Note that Spanish doesn't make a distinction between good afternoon and evening in a way that English 
does. In English we have the entire day divided into 4 parts: good morning, good afternoon, good evening 
and good night. But, we don't have the same concept in Spanish. In Spanish, we only have good morning 
(buenos días), good afternoon/evening (Buenas tardes) and good night (Buenas noches).  


