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1.D 

• 100 per cent tax exemption for startups for 3 years. 

• Department of Disinvestment to be renamed as Department of Investment and Public Asset 

Management. Government to amend Motor Vehicle Act in passenger vehicle segment to 

allow innovation. 

2.B 

3.D 

4.A  activities of the association consisted mainly of submissions of petitions to the Government and to 

the British Parliament on grievances There was an inherent trust in the good intentions of the rulers. 

The association sought to take up issues on behalf of all sections of society but occasionally it made 

conscious efforts to protect the right of the landed aristocracy. 

5. B  

Sabha has voiced out the fundamental rights of our[who?] countrymen such as national freedom and 

other common social issues for the welfare of our fellowmen. 

6.B 

 The mass of a body is constant at any places in universe. 

 The weight of the body changes at different places due to change in acceleration due to 

gravity(g). g varies at height,depth and location. 

7.C 

8.C 

 Usually people wet their feet abundantly before walking on burning coal. When they start 

walking on the coal, this moisture(may also be due to sweat) evaporates and forms a protective 

gaseous layer beneath their feet.  

 In reality they are walking on a protective layer of water vapour( which has low heat capacity 

and poor thermal capacity)  

 Coal which has low heat capacity and poor thermal capacity than metal. 

 Our skin bit coarse. 

9.C 

 Mahayana and Theravada (or Hinayana). The Mahayana school rose to prominence in India 

around the 1st century A.D., after splitting from the Theravada. 

 Theravada Buddhism emphasizes strict personal meditation and the monastic path to 

Enlightenment. The Mahayana sect, in contrast, promises spiritual liberation to both monks and 

laity, while encouraging the Bodhisattva ideal of saving all sentient beings from life‟s 

sufferings. 
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 Although we at the International Buddhist Temple primarily practice Mahayana Buddhism, we 

very much respect the teachings of the Theravada school and other Buddhist sects. 

10.B 

 The supreme Court was established at Fort William (Calcutta) as the Apex court in 1774. 

 The law administered was Hindu and Muslim personal law and a modified Muslim criminal 

code. The higher ranks of the services were restricted to Europeans, thus depriving Indians of 

any responsible office. 

11.B 

 When Rh is lower, we don‟t feel the sweat because it gets evaporated quickly, since the 

evaporation rate is higher when Rh is low. That‟s why inside an air conditioned room we don‟t 

feel the sweating. 

 Energy content of raw rice is 3620 cal/kg with 12% water 

 Energy content of boiled rice is 1098 cal/kg with 73% water 

12.B 

Born in the land of Uttar Pradesh, Kathak most probably had its origin in the Raasleela of Brajbhoomi. 

Influenced by Vaishnavism, with the central concept of Krishna as the divine dancer and Radha as his 

partner, the dance was originally associated with temples, and accompanied by keertans. 

13.D 

Kathakali is a stylized classical Indian dance-drama noted for the attractive make-up of characters, 

elaborate costumes, detailed gestures and well-defined body movements presented in tune with the 

anchor playback music and complementary percussion. 

Kathakali, as a dance form popular today, is considered to be of comparatively recent origin. However, 

it is an art which has evolved from many social and religious theatrical forms which existed in the 

southern region in ancient times. Chakiarkoothu, Koodiyattam, Krishnattam andRamanattam are few 

of the ritual performing arts of Kerala which have had a direct influence on Kathakali in its form and 

technique. Legend has it that the refusal of the Zamorin of Calicut to send his Krishnattam troupe to 

Travancore, so enraged the Raja of Kottarakkara, that he was inspired to compose the Ramanattam. 

14.C 

 In 2010 the Chhau dance was inscribed in the UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

 Seraikella Chhau uses masks that employ elaborate headgear decorated with artificial pearls, 

beads and zari work. 

 The Chhau blends within it forms of both dance and martial practices employing mock combat 

techniques (called khel), stylized gaits of birds and animals (called chalis and topkas) and 

movements based on the chores of village housewives (called uflis). 
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15.B 

16. B 

17.D 

The invention of the Ankia Naat is usually attributed to the medieval saint and social reformer 

Srimanta Sankardeva. These plays were written in an artificial Assamese-Maithili mixed language 

called Brajavali and are primarily centered on Krishna. A particular presentation of an Ankia Naat is 

called a Bhaona. The plays are usually combine live instruments and singers, dance and elaborate 

costumes in production. 

18.D 

The village of Akingam in the Anantnag district of Kashmir, 45 kilometers from Srinagar is the home 

of a community of Bhands, the traditional performers of the valley. Spread over a number of villages 

at the foothills of an endless mountain range, these people move from place to place with their 

extensive repertoire. A short distance up one of the smaller hills in this area sits a famous temple 

dedicated to the goddess Shiva Bhagvati. Once a year, in honour of this goddess, the Bhands who are 

Muslims, perform a special ritualistic dance known as the chhok done with great devotion and faith. 

During this time the temple in enveloped in an atmosphere charged with a sense of timelessness, a 

cosmic reality. An extremely superstitious people, the Bhands perform this particular chhok at this 

temple and nowhere else. However, other shows are presented elsewhere, at Muslim shrines as well as 

at Sufi centres.  

 

19.D 

20.B  to honour Buddha  

21.A 

 Encourage doctors to prescribe unbranded generic medicines. 

 Enable substantial savings in health care, particularly in the case of poor patients and those 

suffering from chronic ailments requiring long periods of drug use. 

 To make generic drugs available to every strata of the society; the poor as well as the rich. 

22.D 

The Digital Saksharta Abhiyan (DISHA) or National Digital Literacy Mission (NDLM) Scheme has 

been formulated to impart IT training to 52.5 lakh persons, including Anganwadi and ASHA workers 

and authorised ration dealers in all the States/UTs across the country so that the non-IT literate citizens 

are trained to become IT literate so as to enable them to actively and effectively participate in the 

democratic and developmental process and also enhance their livelihood. 

23.A 
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24.D 

25.D 

 RIS are combination of modern tracking equipment comprising of hardware and software 

designed to optimize transport and traffic processes in inland water navigation. The system has 

capability to enhance swift electronic data transfer between mobile vessels and Base stations 

(on shore) through advance and real-time exchange of information. The main aim of the system 

is to streamline the exchange of information via Very high frequency (VHF) wireless 

communication between waterway operators and users. 

 It enables safe and efficient inland water transport by avoiding risks such as (i) Ship-to-Ship 

collisions. (ii) Ship-Bridge collisions. (iii) Groundings. This system has been successfully 

implemented and is in operation in countries like the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, China 

and US. The RIS system will be later extended upto Varanasi in two more phases and in Phase-

II, it will cover stretch from Farakka to Patna (410 Km.) 

26.D 

It requires control or eradication of the mosquitoes carrying the virus that causes dengue. There is no 

known cure and children are at particular risk. 

27.D 

Help in developing countries add 30 GWs of renewable energy. World Bank would focus on 

expanding universal access to early-warning systems in the case of disasters to 100 million people by 

the year 2020. World Bank will develop climate-smart agriculture investment plans for at least 40 

nations. Design sustainable forest strategies for 50 countries and promote climate-informed fisheries 

management by 2020. Bring adaptive social protection social safety nets that can quickly support 

people affected by a disaster or an economic shock. Pilot a new approach in 15 cities that aims to boost 

urban resilience by integrating infrastructure, land use planning and disaster risk management. World 

Bank to quadruple funding over next 5 years to make transport systems more resilient to climate 

change. It will also invest at least US 1 billion dollars to promote energy efficiency and resilient 

building by 2020. Help to green the financial sector through a coordinated approach across banking, 

capital and pensions markets to implement changes needed nationally and globally. 

28.C 

Fears 

 Ballast is one of the biggest transporter of non-native (exotic/invasive) marine species. Over 10,000 

non-native marine species are transported across the world in the ballast water. The colossal loads of 

ballast water carried by ships mainly transports fish, viruses, algae, , zooplankton, bacteria and 

benthonic invertebrates to harbours at a faster pace. Expansion of ports and minor ports could pave for 

the introduction of alien species in Indian marine and coastal areas. 

29.A 
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About Snake Bird It is water bird which is also known as Indian darter (Anhinga melanogaster). It has 

slender long-neck which is mostly black in colour with silver wing markings. Conservation Status: As 

per IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, Snake Bird is classified as Near Threatened species. Threat: 

Its population is moderately declining owing anthropogenic reasons like pollution, drainage, hunting 

and the collection of eggs and nestlings. Found in: Tropical South Asia and Southeast Asia. It inhabits 

in shallow inland wetlands including rivers, lakes, swamps and reservoirs. In case of India there are 

over 1500 snake birds in which majority are found in Kerala. These species usually nests atop tall trees 

near wetlands. They are largely found in Kottayam, Alappuzha, Wayanad Idukki and 

Thiruvananthapuram districts of Kerala. 

30.D 

Jal Kranti Abhiyan aims at turning one water scared village in each district of the country into water 

surplus village water through a holistic and integrated approach by adopting conservation and 

management techniques. Under the nationwide campaign a village with acute water scarcity on a pilot 

project will be selected as Jal Gram. In this identified village a comprehensive integrated development 

plan will be framed and several water conservation activities will be launched. 

31.C 

The study was based upon research of a team of international researchers including Karlsruhe Institute 

of Technology (KIT) scientists. 

 Key facts  

from study During the last 10 years volcanic aerosols have acted as a natural umbrella to slow down 

global warming from release of anthropogenic greenhouse gases (GHGs). The global concentration of 

GHGs in the atmosphere has continuously increased over the past decade but due to volcanic aerosols 

the mean global surface temperature has not increased indicating negative climate forcing effect. In the 

years 2008-2011, volcanic aerosol particles have reflected the incoming solar radiation twice in the 

lowest part of the stratosphere than previously thought. However, the frequent volcanic eruptions and 

the subsequent cooling effect is only temporary phenomenon. Thus, the temperature rise will speed up 

again.  

 

32.A 

The study had used the data from the tropopause region located up to 35 km altitude in the atmosphere. 

Tropopause: It is region of transition layer between the wet weather layer with clouds (troposphere) at 

lower level and the dry and cloud-free layer (stratosphere) above it. In the Tropapause temperature is 

constant whereas in troposphere it decreases with increase in altitude and in stratosphere it increases 

with altitude. 

33.C 

The system is designed and manufactured by Italian firm, Space Dynamics which already has installed 

it in Japan, Italy and US. 
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34.D 

2010 Human Development Report(HDI) combines three dimensions: 

1. A long and healthy life: Life expectancy at birth 

2. Education index: Mean years of schooling and Expected years of schooling 

3. A decent standard of living: GNI per capita (PPP US$) 

 LE: Life expectancy at birth 

 MYS: Mean years of schooling (Years that a person 25 years-of-age or older has spent in 

schools) 

 EYS: Expected years of schooling (Years that a 5-year-old child will spend in schools 

throughout his life) 

 GNIpc: Gross national income at purchasing power parity per capita 

35.B 

Superconductors at normal temperature are still unavailable. So superconductors are not being used in 

the transmission of Electricity. 

36.C 

Funds used by a company to acquire or upgrade physical assets such as property,indutrail buildings or 

equipment is called Investment Expenditure. This type of outlay is made by companies to maintain or 

increase the scope of their operations. These expenditures can include everything from repairing a roof 

to building a brand new factory. Investing surplus profits in shares,etc. is not an investment 

expenditure. 

37.C 

Sahara type of climate/tropical- subtropical hot desert climate is located between 15-30˚ latitudes on 

either side of the equator on the western parts of the continents. The vegetation of this climate has long 

roots, thick barks and waxy, thorns and little leaves so that they may conserve moisture. 

38.D 

For the five items, survey respondents are asked about consumption in the previous one year. For the 

remaining items, they are asked about consumption in the previous 30 days. 

39.B 

It‟s not speaker discretion but the Chairman of the Council of States or the Speaker of the House of the 

People, as the case may be, shall, having regard to the status of the parties, recognise any one of the 

Leaders of such parties as the Leader of the Opposition for the purposes of this section and such 

recognition shall be final and conclusive. 

40.A 

41.D 
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42.B 

The 97th amendment to the Constitution grants citizens the fundamental right to form cooperative 

societies 

43.C 

It‟s non justiciable and cannot enforced in a court of law. 

44.B 

1. Art- 15: Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion,race,caste,sex or place of birth. 

2. Art-16 : Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment. 

3. Art 19: Protection of certain rights regarding freedom of speech, etc. 

4. Art-21: Protection of life and personal liberty (Not only citizens of India,it available any person 

on the soil of India)  

5. Art-30 : Right of minorities to establish and administer educational institutions. 

45.D 

46.B 

The doctrine of separation of powers envisages a tripartite system. Powers are delegated by the 

Constitution to he three organs, and delineating the jurisdiction of each.[ii] 

The position in India is that the doctrine of separation of powers has not been accorded a constitutional 

status. In the Constituent Assembly there was a proposal to incorporate this doctrine in the 

Constitution but it was knowingly not accepted and as such dropped. Apart from the directive 

principles laid down in Article 50 which enjoins separation of judiciary from the executive, the 

constitutional scheme does not embody any formalistic and dogmatic division of powers. 

47.A 

Surcharge on certain duties and taxes for purposes of the Union Notwithstanding anything in Articles 

269 and 270, Parliament may at any time increase any of the duties or taxes referred in those articles 

by a surcharge for purposes of the Union and the whole proceeds of any such surcharge shall form part 

the Consolidated Fund of India 

48.B 

 proactively or reactively inquire into violations of human rights or negligence in the prevention 

of such violation by a public servant 

 by leave of the court, to intervene in court proceeding relating to human rights 

 to visit any jail or other institution under the control of the State Government, where persons 

are detained or lodged for purposes of treatment, reformation or protection, for the study of the 

living conditions of the inmates and make recommendations 



                                     INSPIRO IAS PRELIMS TEST SERIES 2016 

                 Comprehensive test 3 – Answer key 

7 

 Trivandrum, Bengaluru.  

 review the safeguards provided by or under the Constitution or any law for the time being in 

force for the protection of human rights and recommend measures for their effective 

implementation 

 review the factors, including acts of terrorism that inhibit the enjoyment of human rights and 

recommend appropriate remedial measures 

 to study treaties and other international instruments on human rights and make 

recommendations for their effective implementation 

 undertake and promote research in the field of human rights 

 engage in human rights education among various sections of society and promote awareness of 

the safeguards available for the protection of these rights through publications, the media, 

seminars and other available means 

 encourage the efforts of NGOs and institutions working in the field of human rights 

 such other function as it may consider it necessary for the protection of human rights. 

49.B 

 56. Regulation and development of inter-State rivers and river valleys to the extent to which 

such regulation and development under the control of the Union is declared by Parliament by 

law to be expedient in the public interest. 

 59. Cultivation, manufacture, and sale for export, of opium. 

50.D 

The composite or inferred rights are those rights, which are not explicitly provided by the Constitution 

but have been derived by liberal interpretation of the various provisions of the Constitution. 

 Right to speedy trials  

 Right against denial of wages and arbitrary dismissal of workers 

 Right to get free legal aid. 

51.A 

A dry,warm summer with off-shore traders. In summer when the sun is overhead at the tropic of 

cancer,the belt of influence of the westerlies is shifted a little poleward.Rain bearing winds are not 

therefore not likely to reach the mediterranean lands.The prevailing Trade winds are off shore and 

there is practically no rain. 

A Concentration of rainfall in winter with onshore westerlies: The mediterranean lands receive 

most of their precipitation in winter.In northern hemisphere,the prevailing onshore westerlies bring 

much cyclonic rain from atlantic to the countries bordering the Mediterranean sea .In almost all other 

climatic types,maximum rain comes in summer.The rain comes in heavy showers and only on a few 

dayswith bright sunny periods between them.This is another characteristic feature of the 

mediterraanean climate.The steep hills of the eastern adriatic are the rainest partss of europe 

Bright,sunny weather with hot,dry summers and wet,mild winters : Mediterranena regions fave a 

very favourable climate.The climatic features are transitional between those of the trade winds hot 
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desert in the south and the cool temperate maritime climate in the north .summers are warm and bright 

and winters are so mild and cool.the sky is almost cloudless and the sunshine is alwyas abundant. 

The prominence of local winds around the Mediterranean sea : The topography of the region with 

the high Alps in the north, the Sahara desert in the south, continental interiors in the east and the open 

Atlantic on the west give rise to great difference in temperature, pressure and precipitation. The 

passing cyclones from the Atlantic, the anticyclones from the north and the cold air masses are often 

interrupted by relief features, resulting in the birth of local winds around the Mediterranean. 

52.B 

53.D 

54.D 

 The finer sedimentary materials form clay,widely used for brick-making, shale or mudstone. 

 Sand and gravel may occur in uncemented form. 

55.D 

Bansagar or Ban Sagar Dam is a multipurpose river Valley Project on Sone River situated in the 

Ganges Basin in Madhya Pradesh, India with both irrigation and 425 MW of hydroelectric power 

generation 

56.D 

57.C 

Skeletal soils refer to soils that contain 35 percent or more (by volume) of rock fragments, cobbles, 

gravel, and laterite concretions or ironstones having diameters greater than 2 mm, within shallow 

depths (less than 50 cm). Theses soils occur in a number of landscapes ranging from alluvial terraces, 

fans, erosional surfaces, peneplains, hill slopes, and mountainous areas. 

Skeletal soils in lowlands are used for paddy rice. Well-drained skeletal soils in high rainfall areas are 

mainly used for para-rubber growing whereas the drier areas are used for cassava, sugarcane, beans, 

maize, and sorghum. 

58.D 

59.C 

Yellow stone National park,Iceland,newzealand- geysers  

60.D 

61.C 
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 Tannin-containing preparations are known rust conversion agents. They are used for the 

temporary protection and for the preparation of rusted steel surfaces before applying coat-like 

protections onto these surfaces. 

 Lignin used to create a non-porous layer inside the boiler walls typically in conjugation with 

polyurethane foams to prevent seepage of NaOH into the cracks of boiler walls. 

62.D 

 Alteration and loss of the habitats: the transformation of the natural areas determines not only 

the loss of the vegetable species, but also a decrease in the animal species associated to them. 

Refer to “Alteration and loss of the habitats”. 

 Introduction of exotic species and genetically modified organisms: species originating from a 

particular area, introduced into new natural environments can lead to different forms of 

imbalance in the ecological equilibrium. Refer to, “Introduction of exotic species and 

genetically modified organisms”. 

 Pollution: human activity influences the natural environment producing negative, direct or 

indirect, effects that alter the flow of energy, the chemical and physical constitution of the 

environment and abundance of the species; 

 Climate change: for example, heating of the Earth‟s surface affects biodiversity because it 

endangers all the species that adapted to the cold due to the latitude (the Polar species) or the 

altitude (mountain species). 

 Overexploitation of resources: when the activities connected with capturing and harvesting 

(hunting, fishing, farming) a renewable natural resource in a particular area is excessively 

intense, the resource itself may become exhausted, as for example, is the case of sardines, 

herrings, cod, tuna and many other species that man captures without leaving enough time for 

the organisms to reproduce. 

63.A 

On the Agriculture front, irrigated rice in all the regions are likely to gain in yields marginally due to 

warming as compared to the rainfed crop as the irrigated rice tends to benefit from CO2 fertilization 

effect will result in reduced yields of Maize and sorghum.. The Coconut productivity is projected to 

rise in the western coast and reduce in the eastern coastal region. 

64.C 

Losses are rreversible. 

65.C 

66.C 

 The density of the Earth's atmosphere decreases nearly exponentially with altitude. 

 The Sun‟s radiation also causes photoionization in which a photon ejects one or more electrons 

from a neutral atmospheric particle (atom or molecule) turning it into a charged particle - an 

ion. But occur in Ionosphere.  
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67.C 

a) Aeration: Good aeration is necessary for the proper activity of the microorganisms involved in the 

decomposition of organic matter. Under anaerobic conditions fungi and actinomycetes are almost 

suppressed and only a few bacteria (Clostridium) take part in anaerobic decomposition. The rate of 

decomposition is markedly retarded. It was found that under aerobic conditions 65 percent of the total 

organic matter decomposes during six months, while under anaerobic conditions only 47 percent 

organic matter can be decomposed during the same period. Anaerobic decomposition of organic matter 

results into the production of large quantity of organic acids and evolution of gases like methane (CH 

4) hydrogen (H2) and carbon dioxide (CO2). 

b) Temperature: The rate of decomposition is more rapid in the temperature range of 30° to 40°' At 

temperatures below or above this range, the rate of decomposition is markedly retarded. Appreciable 

organic mater decomposition occurs at 25° C and further fluctuation in the soil temperature has little 

effect on decomposition. 

c) Moisture: Adequate soil moisture i.e. about 60 to 80 percent of the water-holding capacity of the 

soil is must for the proper decomposition of organic matter. Too much moisture leads to insufficient 

aeration which results in the reduced activity of microorganisms and there by checks the rate of 

decomposition. 

d) Soil PH/soil reaction: Soil PH affects directly the kind, density and the activity of fungi, bacteria & 

actinomycetes involved in the process of decomposition and thereby rate of decomposition of organic 

matter. The rate of decomposition is more in neutral soils than that of acidic soils. Therefore, treatment 

of acid soils with lime can accelerate the rate of organic matter decomposition. 

e) C: N ratio: C: N ration of organic matter has great influence on the rate of decomposition. Organic 

matter from diverse plant-tissues varies widely in their C: N ratio (app. 8-10 %). The optimum C: N 

ratio in the range of 20-25 is ideal for maximum decomposition, since a favorable soil environment is 

created to bring about equilibrium between mineralization and immobilization processes. Thus, a low 

nitrogen content or wide C'.N ratio results into the slow decomposition. Protein rich, young and 

succulent plant tissues are decomposed more rapidly than die protein-poor, mature and hard plant 

tissues. Therefore, C:N ratio of organic matter as well as soil should be narrow/less for better and rapid 

decomposition. Thus, high aeration, mesophilic temperature range, optimum moisture, neutral/alkaline 

soil reaction and narrow C: N ratio of soil and organic matter are required for rapid and better 

decomposition of organic matter. 

68.D 

69.A 

Dioxins build up primarily in fatty tissues over time (bioaccumulation), so even small exposures may 

eventually reach dangerous levels. 

70.C 
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Biomagnification (or bioaccumulation) refers to the ability of living organisms to accumulate certain 

chemicals to a concentration larger than that occurring in their inorganic, non-living environment, or in 

the case of animals, in the food that they eat. Organisms accumulate any chemical needed for their 

nutrition. 

71.D 

 Water is densest at 4 degrees C. 

 As water cools from 4 degrees C to freezing (0 degrees C), it expands and becomes less dense 

than liquid water (ice floats). 

 When water begins to freeze, the molecules do not have enough kinetic energy to break 

hydrogen bonds. 

 As the crystalline lattice forms, each water molecule forms a maximum of 4 hydrogen bonds, 

which keeps water molecules further apart than they would be in the liquid state. 

72.B 

Liberalization is a very broad term that usually refers to fewer government regulations and restrictions 

in the economy. Liberalization refers to the relaxation of the previous government restriction usually in 

area of social and economic policies. When government liberalized trade , it means it has removed the 

tariff ,subsidies and other restriction on the flow of goods and services between the countries. 

Privatization means transfer of ownership and/or management of an enterprise from the public sector 

to the private sector .It also means the withdrawal of the state from an industry or sector partially or 

fully. Privatization is opening up of an industry that has been reserved for public sector to the private 

sector. Privatization means replacing government monopolies with the competitive pressures of the 

marketplace to encourage efficiency, quality and innovation in the delivery of goods and services 

73.D 

74.D 

75.B 

The Central Sales Tax (CST) is a levy of tax on sales, which are effected in the course of inter-State 

trade or commerce. According to the Constitution of India, no State can levy sales tax on any sales or 

purchase of goods that takes place in the course of interstate trade or commerce. 

76.A 

Normally investors compare the returns of small savings schemes with the returns of FD that is 

taxable. Even the interest of 5-year tax free FD is taxable on maturity. Therefore, it is not right to 

compare the 8.7% tax free return of PPF with 7.75% taxable return of FD. Depending on the tax slab, 

8% tax free returns means double-digit returns. Currently, all the small savings schemes offer a return 

of more than 8%. The highest interest rate is offered on Senior Citizens Savings Scheme at 9.3% and 

Sukanya Samriddhi Account at 9.2% 
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77.C 

RBI makes WMA to the state governments for a period of 90 Days. If the state government take WMA 

against the collateral Government securities, it is called Special WMA. If they are not against the 

security, then they are provided WMA based upon the three-year average of actual revenue and capital 

expenditure of the state. This is called normal WMA. WMA limits are if exceeded, is called overdraft. 

A state Government can withdraw an overdraft for maximum of 14 days consecutively. A state 

Government can withdraw an overdraft for maximum 36 days in a quarter. The rate of interest is 

linked to repo rate. 

78.D 

79.D 

 Plan expenditures are estimated after discussions between each of the ministries concerned and 

the Planning Commission. 

 Non-plan revenue expenditure is accounted for by interest payments, subsidies (mainly on food 

and fertilisers), wage and salary payments to government employees, grants to States and 

Union Territories governments, pensions, police, economic services in various sectors, other 

general services such as tax collection, social services, and grants to foreign governments. 

 Non-plan capital expenditure mainly includes defence, loans to public enterprises, loans to 

States, Union Territories and foreign governments. 

80.A 

Securities Transaction Tax (STT) is a tax payable in India on the value of securities (excluding 

commodities and currency) transacted through a recognized stock exchange. The tax is not applicable 

on off-market transactions or on commodity or currency transactions. 

A lot of people do not declare their profit and avoid paying capital gain tax, as government can only 

tax those profits, which have been declared by people. To fight with this situation Government has 

introduced STT (Securities Transaction Tax ) which is applicable on every transaction done at stock 

exchange. That means if you buy or sell equity shares, derivative instruments, equity oriented Mutual 

Funds this tax is applicable. 

Taxable 

securities 

transaction 

New rate from 

01.06.2013 
Payable by 

1 Sale of an option in securities 0.017% Seller 

2 
Sale of an option in securities, where option is 

exercised 
0.125% Purchaser 

3 Sale of a futures in securities 0.01% Seller 

 

81.A 
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Indian coal‟s sulphur content is low, about 0.5 per cent. high ash fusion temperature of about    1,500 

C˚. 

82.B 

 AFRICAN SAVANAH, Doesn‟t fit the description of “Climate is extreme, rainfall is scanty” 

 SIBERIAN TUNDRA Extreme climate= yes,Low precipitation =yes,Nomadic life = yes,but 

they‟re not nomadic “herders”. Their primary occupation is hunting and fishing. 

 CENTRAL ASIAN extreme climate,low precipitation ,Nomadic life= yes. The mid-latitude 

(Central Asian) grassland were once home to pastoral nomads like Kirgiz, Kazakh and 

Kalmuks. 

 NORTH AMERICAN PRAIRIE extreme climate,low precipitation =yes,nomadic life? = No. 

The farmers here use mechanized equipment and do wheat cultivation on large scale. 

83. B 

 NPK (fertilizers) can be applied at the rate of 112 kg, 25 kg and 48 kg per acre, respectively through 

inorganic or organic methods 

84.D 

85.B 

86.D 

There are five factors of soil formation and they are parent material,climate,organisms, topography and 

time. 

87.D 

Llama is a native to South America. The bangal monitor is a monitor lizard found widely distributed 

over south Asia.The leopard cat and fishing cat lives along rivers,streams and mangrove swamps in 

South and Southeast Asia including India. 

88.D 

 Todorokite and delta MnO2 are the two main minerals present in the nodules. Generally , 

nodules rich in manganese have todorokite and those rich in iron have delta MnO2. 

 National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT), Chennai. NIOT is the agency that has been 

developing the technology for deep-sea mining. 

 The way these minerals will be used is well known — cobalt in medical treatment and nickel in 

batteries, for instance. Mining for these is of strategic importance as there is no terrestrial 

source of these metals in India. 

89.B 

 Polyclonal antibodies are antibodies that are secreted by different B cell lineages within the 

body. 
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 Hybridoma technology is a method for producing large numbers of identical antibodies (also 

called monoclonal antibodies). This process starts by injecting a mouse with an antigen that 

provokes in an immune response. 

90.C 

Direct A.C. cannot be obtained from Solar batteries. D.C. is obtained from Solar batteries and then it is 

converted into A.C 

91.B 

The expression „contempt of court‟ has been defined nowhere in the Indian Constitution. 

92.D 

Mobile medical units aimed at timely service for people living in outreach areas will be provided. 

93.B 

Littoral and Swamp Forests can survive and grow both in fresh as well as brackish water. The 

important species found in these forests are sundari,agar,bheni ,keora and bhara etc., 

94.A 

Ecoline means a broad transition between two different ecosystems of mainly plant communities. 

95.B 

In many species of birds female chromosome is sex determinator. 

96.D 

Mother milks contains a lot of colostrums which produce Humeral immune response in baby. 

97.C 

The white tiger is rare pigmentation variant of the Bengal tiger,which was reported in the wild from 

time to time in Assam,Bengal,Bihar and especially from the former State of Rewa(MP). 

98.D 

Similar to the Chotanagpur plateau, the Meghalaya plateau is also rich in mineral resources like coal, 

iron ore, sillimanite, limestone and uranium. This area receives maximum rainfall from the south west 

monsoon. As a result, the Meghalaya plateau has a highly eroded surface. Cherrapunji displays a bare 

rocky surface devoid of any permanent vegetation cover.  

99.C 

The main motor vehicle emissions are- NOx, Carbon monoxide(CO), Ozone, Benzene, Carbon 

dioxide(CO2) and volatile organic compounds. 



                                     INSPIRO IAS PRELIMS TEST SERIES 2016 

                 Comprehensive test 3 – Answer key 

15 

 Trivandrum, Bengaluru.  

100.D 

 


