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Course Structure 

As the Course Outline says, IIE-2017 aims to help educators develop: 

1. The inquiry, critical thinking, and integration abilities of the participants,  

2. A deep understanding of certain issues which constitute the modern world-view and, 

for those who are in the field of education, 

3. The expertise needed to nurture in secondary and tertiary students the capacity for inquiry, 

critical thinking, integration, and deep understanding. 

To achieve these aims, one needs to have the experience of inquiry in a wide range of domains 

beyond one’s comfort zone (ranging from mathematics and  physical sciences to biological 

sciences, human sciences, and philosophy).  

We will take the first step in this direction through: 

1. Six Learning Triggers (LTs) 

2. Ongoing discussions in two discussion forums 

3. Face-to-Face interactions 

Learning Triggers (LTs) 

LTs will be shared with participants once every two weeks. Each LT will have two parts. Each 

part will have readings, and in many cases, a video as well.  

Readings: The readings in Part 1 are designed to develop inquiry, critical thinking and integration 

abilities. They are written in a manner which is accessible to high school students. The readings in 

Part 2, will have a dual purpose: they aim at developing inquiry abilities of participants while 

being written as lesson plans/handouts for educators to use in classrooms. 

Videos: The videos are illustrations of classroom implementation of the learning outcomes. 

What is expected of you: 

For each LT, read the assigned materials, and watch the videos. Based on your personal 

experience, either as a learner or as an educator, reflect on their content. After such reflection, it 

would be fruitful to re-read the reading materials, as well as to discuss the readings and videos 

with interested colleagues or friends. The learning community of IIE-2017 will surely benefit 

from the result of your discussions with other learning communities. 

Part 1: When engaging with the readings and videos, your reflection and discussion will be 

made more meaningful if guided by the following general questions:  

• Does the reading provide a broad sense of what we mean by inquiry, critical thinking, and 

integration?  

• Are there parts that you think we need to clarify further?  

• What did you learn, if anything, from this reading? 

• What is the difference, if any, between this reading and textbooks you used/use in school? 

Part 2: The Course Outline says that, for ‘high quality’ education, curricula need to go beyond 

(i) and (ii), to aim at (iii) – (vi): 
i) an understanding of the concepts and propositions of knowledge; and                  
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ii) the ability to apply (i) to a range of familiar (and novel) problems and situations. 

iii) critical understanding: an understanding of the evidence and arguments for or against established 

knowledge as well as controversial concepts and propositions; 

iv) the ability to think critically about concepts and propositions; 

v) the ability to engage in independent inquiry; and  

vi) the capacity for an integrated perspective on (i)-(v). 

The guiding questions for reflection and discussion on the readings and videos are: 

• Of the learning outcomes in (i)-(vi), which ones do they aim at?  

• What do you think are the specific mental abilities that the tasks in them aim to nurture?  

• How efficient and effective do you think are the pedagogical strategies they use? 

• If you were to teach the lesson, which class would you think it appropriate for?  

• If you are tempted to modify the learning outcomes or the pedagogy, what would the 

modifications be?  

The purpose of Part II is to develop a feel for classroom activities oriented towards inquiry 

abilities. Even if you have no teaching experience, it would be useful to reflect on the questions. 

 

Discussion Forums 

The course will have two Google Groups discussion forums: 

1. Learning Triggers Forum – This discussion forum will be to discuss submissions of LTs. 

2. Open Forum – This discussion forum will be a place where we will explore questions and 

ideas from outside of the LTs. 

 

Face-to-Face Interactions 

We will be facilitating regular face-to-face discussions between participants in Delhi, Pune and 

Chennai. Details about these will be posted once the course starts. In other cities, we would be 

happy to help arrange meetings if participants come together and take care of the logistics for 

such meetings.  


