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Hi to all our 

members and 

anyone else 

around the world 

that takes the 

time to read our 

monthly 

newsletter. 

There was no Angeles City RSL Sub-Branch 

Medical Mission this month due to the clash 

with the Philippine elections, however, Subic 

Bay RSL Sub-Branch conducted one in 

conjunction with the Hong Kong Pot Bellied 

Pigs Rugby Football Club on Sat 18th May.  A 

number of Angeles City Sub-Branch members 

attended and our truck was utilized to 

transport the medicines to Subic Bay. Details 

of our June Medical Mission are contained 

later in this newsletter. 

It has been a relatively quiet month so far, 

with a number of the Committee away in 

Australia and the rest of us catching up on 

some family time. I will be representing our 

membership at the United States of America 

Memorial Day Service at Clark Veterans 

Cemetery on Mon the 27th May, and all AC 

RSL members are welcome along as well, with 

the start time being 10 am. 

With work now commencing on the new 

Clubrooms, the Committee's next challenge is 

in finding two volunteers to fill the following 

appointments. 

President’s Report 
By: Gary Barnes – Sub-Branch President 
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RSL AC Blood Bank.   As mentioned for many 

months now, we STILL need a volunteer to 

coordinate and run the RSL AC Sub-Branch 

Blood bank. Should anyone be interested, 

please contact me ASAP. 

And we also need a volunteer to serve as the 

AC RSL Sub-Branch Welfare Officer. I have 

assumed the position in the absence in 

Australia of SVP Chris Weeks, however, my 

own time constraints will not allow me to 

continue fulfilling that appointment 

indefinitely.  If you read my 20018/19 yearly 

report, in the April newsletter, you will note 

the number of welfare cases we managed  

during the last 12 months and understand 

that  it is not an exceptionally demanding 

appointment, although can at times be time 

consuming. The incumbent will need to have 

his own transport. If you are interested, 

please contact myself or any other member of 

the Committee. 

That's all for this month, hopefully next 

month we will be able to include some 

photographs of the new clubrooms under 

construction. 

Best Regards, 

Gary B  

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. 
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or 

opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 
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Ruby Boye 
Ruby Boye, BEM (29 July 1891 – 14 September 1990) was an Australian coast-watcher on the island of Vanikoro in 
the South Pacific Area during the Second World War. She was Australia's only female coast-watcher. 

 

Early life  Ruby Olive Jones was born in the Sydney 

suburb of St Peters on 29 July 1891, the fifth of eight 

children of Alfred Jones, a storeman, and his wife Emily 

née Wild. On 25 October 1919, she married Sydney Skov 

Boye, a laundry proprietor, at St Stephen's Anglican 

Church in Newtown. They had two sons, Ken and Don.  

Skov had previously worked on Tulagi in the Solomon 

Islands, where he had worked for Lever Brothers. In 1928, 

he returned to his previous job, and the family moved to 

Tulagi. They resided there until 1936, although the boys 

were educated in Sydney. In 1936, Skov became the 

Island Manager for the Kauri Timber Company's logging 

operations on Vanikoro, one of the Santa Cruz Islands. 

The island was remote and mountainous, and surrounded 

by a coral reef. The reef is treacherous, and has claimed 

many ships, including that of the French explorer La 

Perouse in 1788, and was therefore avoided by passing 

vessels.  

The island had no roads; logs were dragged down to the 

harbour by tractors and floated to await collection by a 

ship. These arrived from Melbourne four times a year, 

bringing the mail and supplies. The island workforce 

included about 20 Australians and New Zealanders, 

including a doctor, radio operator, storemen, stevedores, 

and woodcutters, and about 80 local labourers. Skov and 

Ruby enjoyed three months' leave every two years. 

Second World War 

Before the outbreak of the Second World War, 

Commander Eric Feldt organised the Coastwatcher 

service, and Vanikoro became part of it. However, the 

radio operator indicated a desire to join the RAAF. Before 

departing, he trained Ruby to be a radio operator. Her 

main role was to provide daily weather reports. These 

were done by voice; she would later teach herself how to 

use Morse code. The position was supposed to be 

temporary, but no replacement ever arrived. Following the 

outbreak of the Pacific War, the company decided to 

evacuate its employees from the island. Ken and Don 

were sent to live with relatives in Australia, but Skov 

elected to stay to mind the company's property, and Ruby 

to operate the radio. With the departure of the company 

doctor, she also assumed responsibility for caring for the 

health of the local population.  

Initially, Ruby's reports were sent to Tulagi, but it was 

occupied by the Japanese in May 1942, and henceforth 

reports were sent to Port Vila in the New Hebrides, and 

only in Morse, using the Playfair cipher. Vanikoro became 

completely isolated. At one point they went without 

supplies for ten months, subsisting on locally grown and 

raised fish, chickens, sweet potatoes and bananas. The 

radio was for military use only, and Ruby received only 

three personal messages during war, advising her of the 

deaths of her father, mother, and sister. Her activities 

became known to the Japanese, who at one point 

broadcast a message to her in English: "Calling Mrs Boye, 

Japanese commander say you get out!"  
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Aerial view of Vanikoro Island 

Vanikoro was completely defenceless, protected only by 

its formidable coral reef. Japanese boats attempted to 

discover the channel into the harbour without success. It 

was bombed once, and leaflets were dropped. Skov and 

Ruby decided to move the radio station away from their 

home at Paeu, the main village on the south-west coast, 

and into the mountains. The plan was to escape into the 

jungle if the Japanese invaded. In the event, Vanikoro 

was never occupied by the Japanese. Unfortunately, the 

suspension bridge over the Lawrence River subsequently 

collapsed, forcing Ruby to make the trip over its crocodile-

infested water in a punt four times a day.  

Ruby provided vital information during the Battle of the 

Coral Sea in May 1942 and the Battle of the Santa Cruz 

Islands in October 1942. After the Japanese executed an 

elderly planter as a spy in March 1942, the Coast-

watchers were commissioned as officers in the RAAF or 

Royal Australian Navy to provide some legal protection 

under the Geneva Conventions, although it was far from 

certain that the Japanese would honour it, but it was not 

until 27 July 1943 that Ruby was officially appointed an 

honorary third officer in the Women's Royal Australian 

Naval Service (WRANS). Her uniform was later dropped 

to her by parachute.  

Admiral William Halsey, Jr, paid her a visit, arriving on the 

island in a PBY Catalina flying boat to personally thank 

her for her services. When she became ill with shingles in 

late 1943, he arranged for a PBY to fly her to Australia for 

hospital treatment, and for four US Navy sailors to man 

the radio station until she returned. After three weeks she 

resumed her duty. The station remained operational until 

she received the news over her radio in August 1945 that 

the war had ended, but she continued sending weather 

messages for the Bureau of Meteorology. Her 

appointment in the WRANS was terminated on 30 

September 1946.  

For her wartime services, Ruby was awarded the British 

Empire Medal in 1944, which was presented to her in a 

ceremony in Suva in 1946. She also received the 1939–

1945 Star, the Pacific Star, the Australia Service Medal 

1939–1945 and the War Medal 1939–1945; but no pay, 

as her rank was, unlike that of her male counterparts, 

considered honorary. She was Australia's only female 

coast-watcher 

Later life 

The timber industry resumed after the war ended, but in 

1947 Skov became seriously ill with leukemia, and they 

returned to Sydney in August 1947. He died two weeks 

later. She married Frank Bengough Jones, a 

departmental manager, at St John's Anglican Church in 

Penshurst on 19 June 1950, but he died in 1961. In later 

life, now known as Ruby Boye-Jones, she suffered from 

diabetes, and had her left leg amputated below the knee.[ 

On the occasion of her 98th birthday in 1989, the Chief of 

Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Michael Hudson, wrote to her: 

"Your name is synonymous with the finest traditions of 

service to the Navy and the nation. We have not, nor will 

not, forget your wonderful contribution."  

Ruby died in Narwee, New South Wales, on 14 

September 1990. Her remains were cremated. An 

accommodation block at the Australian Defence Force 

Academy in Canberra was named after her, and the Ex-

WRANS Association dedicated a page to her in the 

Garden Island Chapel Remembrance Book.  

 

Text and photos taken from Wikipedia. 
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DOG OWNERS WILL LIKE THIS TALE 

A man and his dog were walking along a road. 
The man was enjoying the scenery, when it 
suddenly occurred to him that he was dead. 

He remembered dying, and that the dog walking 
beside him had been dead for years. He 
wondered where the road was leading them.  

After a while, they came to a high, white stone 
wall along one side of the road. It looked like fine 
marble... At the top of a long hill, it was broken by 
a tall arch that glowed in the sunlight. 

When he was standing before it, he saw a 
magnificent gate, in the arch that looked like 
mother-of-pearl, and the street that led to the 
gate looked like pure gold. He and the dog 
walked toward the gate, and as he got closer, he 
saw a man at a desk to one side. 
When he was close enough, he called out, 
'Excuse me, where are we?' 

'This is Heaven, sir,' the man answered. 

 'Wow! Would you happen to have some water?' 
the man asked. 

Of course, sir. Come right in, and I'll have some 
ice water brought right up. 'The man gestured, 
and the gate began to open. 

'Can my friend,' gesturing toward his dog, 'come 
in, too?' the traveller asked. 

'I'm sorry, sir, but we don't accept pets.' 

The man thought a moment and then turned back 
toward the road and continued the way he had 
been going with his dog. 

After another long walk, and at the top of another 
long hill, he came to a dirt road leading through a 
farm gate that looked as if it had never been 
closed. There was no fence. 

As he approached the gate, he saw a man inside, 
leaning against a tree and reading a book. 

'Excuse me!' he called to the man. 'Do you have 
any water?'  

'Yeah, sure, there's a pump over there, come on 
in.' 

'How about my friend here?' the traveller 
gestured to the dog. 

'There should be a bowl by the pump.' 

They went through the gate, and sure enough, 
there was an old-fashioned hand pump with a 
bowl beside it. 

The traveller filled the water bowl and took a long 
drink himself, then he gave some to the dog. 

When they were full, he and the dog walked back 
toward the man who was standing by the tree. 

'What do you call this place?' the traveller asked. 

'This is Heaven,' he answered.  

'Well, that's confusing,' the traveller said. 'The 
man down the road said that was Heaven, too.' 

'Oh, you mean the place with the gold street and 
pearly gates? Nope. That's hell.' 

'Doesn't it make you mad for them to use your 
name like that?' 

'No, we're just happy that they screen out the 
folks who would leave their best friends behind. 
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Battlecruisers: A Flawed Naval Experiment of WWI 

 

HMS Hood, the largest battlecruiser ever built. Photographed in Australia on 17 March 1924. 

WWI was a time of change in naval warfare. Heavy dreadnoughts were replacing older, 
more vulnerable ships. Submarines made their first serious appearance in combat. Amid the 
changes, Navies on both sides built battlecruisers, a new type of ship which turned out to be 
fundamentally flawed. 

A Lighter Sort of Ship 

Created by British Admiral John Fisher, battlecruisers were a new idea in the years 
immediately before the war. Larger than armored cruisers, they were intended to combine 
the speed of those ships with the heavy weapons of a dreadnought. Originally called fast 
armored cruisers, they became known in Britain as battlecruisers in 1912. 

Their combination of speed and firepower meant that if confronted by dreadnoughts, they 
could use their speed to escape or if faced with less well-armed ships they could smash 
them with their heavy armament. 

http://www.warhistoryonline.com/
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Their capabilities allowed them to fill three roles. They could work with the dreadnoughts in 
the main battle fleet, adding extra firepower. They could form the heart of smaller squadrons, 
or they could act independently, their speed and firepower enabling them to contribute to the 
war without support from other ships. 

The First Battlecruisers 

In 1909, the Royal Navy was the first to launch battlecruisers. The faith the British placed in 
the ships was reflected in their names – the HMS Indomitable, Inflexible, and Invincible. They 
had a displacement of 17,250 tons, similar to the original HMS Dreadnought, but thinner armor 
to allow for greater speed. Each one carried eight 12-inch guns, just short of the ten 12-inch 
guns carried by most dreadnoughts. 

The first batch of battlecruisers was followed by another set of three carrying similar weapons. 
Then a process of escalation began, as the designers tried to fit them with ever-greater 
firepower. The HMS Tiger, a unique battlecruiser laid down in 1912, carried eight 13.5-inch 
guns. The Renown and Repulse, launched at the height of the war in 1916, had six guns each, 
but they were powerful 15-inch weapons. 

By 1917, the Royal Navy had built 12 battlecruisers, more than any other nation. 

 

HMS Tiger at anchor, 1916–17. 

German and Japanese Battlecruisers 

Britain’s first battlecruisers were designed and begun in secret, during the naval arms race. 
Even when they were launched, not every nation rushed to imitate Fisher’s innovation. By the 
start of the war, only Britain, Germany, and Japan had battlecruisers in action. 

The First German battlecruiser was completed in 1910, and several more were produced 
during the years that followed. While sticking with the broad outline laid out by Fisher, the 
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Germans brought a slightly different approach to battlecruisers. They placed less emphasis 
on speed and firepower, giving their battlecruisers instead better armor than the British ones. 
Their first battlecruisers carried 11.1-inch guns although ships built later had the 12-inch 
guns the British had started with. 

The Japanese could not afford to produce as many ships as other powers, so they chose to 
focus on quality over quantity. Their Kongo-class battlecruisers had their design changed to 
incorporate 14-inch guns. They also had slightly heavier armor than the British ships. The 
first Japanese battlecruiser was built in Britain while they were allies; later ships were 
produced in Japan. 

Imperial Japanese Navy battlecruiser Haruna at Yokosuka, Japan. 

Successes 

At first, the battlecruisers were successful. At the Battle of Heligoland Bight in August 1914, 
they turned the tide of battle in favor of the British by sinking three German light cruisers. 
While on detached service in the Falklands in late 1914, the HMS Inflexible and Invincible 
sank two less-powerful German cruisers, confirming their role as destroyers of light ships. 
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German battlecruisers were sent out on some successful independent expeditions. They 
bombarded towns on the British east coast, raising concerns among the British public about 
the Royal Navy’s ability to protect them. The Germans gave a battlecruiser, the SMS 
Goeben, to the Ottoman Empire. It contributed to bringing the Turks into the war and helped 
them fight against British and Russian fleets. 

SMS Goeben in port, date unknown. Photo: Bundesarchiv, Bild 134-D0004 / CC-BY-SA 3.0. 

Problems 

However, the successes concealed problems with the battlecruiser design. 

One of the biggest issues was that the captains of the ships regarded them as suitable ships 
of the line. With their large size, heavy armament, and impressive label, commanders 
mistakenly tried to use them in straight fights against dreadnoughts and other battlecruisers. 
Their armor, reduced to increase their speed, was not designed to withstand the sort of guns 
those ships carried. 

In May 1916, the Battle of Jutland laid the truth bare for all to see. Single salvos of shells 
proved enough to sink three British battlecruisers, the Indefatigable, the Invincible, and the 
Queen Mary. Each was blown apart and sent into the depths. On the German side, the 
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Lützow was sunk, and other battlecruisers limped home. A combination of good seamanship 
and precautions introduced to contain explosions stopped more from being lost. 

Battlecruisers had faced a major battle, and their weakness had been exposed. 

 

British Battlecruiser HMS Indefatigable underway in coastal waters just before the Battle of Jutland. 

Obsolescence and Abandonment 

Fortunately, another machine emerged to serve part of the role filled by battlecruisers. The 
growth of naval aviation created an alternative way of providing reconnaissance for battle 
fleets. 

No more battlecruisers were lost during WWI, as both sides learned the lessons of Jutland 
and used them appropriately. 

Following the war, there was still some interest in building battlecruisers, although with a 
different design. Then the Washington Naval Treaty of 1922 brought a halt to the naval arms 
race, and interest in battlecruisers evaporated. By the time naval power began to grow again, 
designers had moved on to improved options. 

Ultimately, battlecruisers were too vulnerable for ships of their size and firepower. 

Source: 
Ian Westwell (2008), World War I 
Wikipedia – accessed July 13, 2017 
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THE POST-WAR MILITARY SERVICE  
OF FILIPINO-AUSTRALIANS 

Part 3:  Pedro Juan Cubillo (1929-2000),  
Maralinga 

Eight Filipino-Australians from the Northern Territory volunteered 
for service with the AIF; of the six who served overseas, three were 
wounded, one was decorated for bravery, and two were killed.  

During World War 2, nineteen Filipino-Australians with a Northern 
Territory connection are known to have volunteered – seventeen 
volunteers in a total of 21 Australian military enlistments, plus one 
US merchant seaman and one civilian guerrilla in the Philippines. 
Of these, two were killed overseas and one died of illness.  

At least ten Filipino-Australians continued this tradition of 
operational service, serving as members of the Australian military 
forces between 1945 and 1975. 

Antonio Pedro Cubillo (1875-1945) 

One Filipino-Australian is known to have served at the Maralinga 
testing site for atomic bombs – Lance-Corporal Pedro Juan Cubillo. 
This was not an ‘operational deployment’, but is of some historical 
significance. 

Pedro Cubillo was the son of Ponciano and May Cubillo, and a 
grandson of the Filipino pearl diver Antonio Pedro Cubillo (1875-
1945) from Calape on Bohol Island and Magdalena (née McKeddie, 
1878-1934). Antonio was a grandson of Inocencio Cubillo, a 
Filipino-Spanish sail-maker who had left Spain in 1851 and settled 
in the Philippines, and the first child of Gregorio (‘Bigoy’) Cubillo 
and his wife Macaria. 

Antonio came to Palmerston (as Darwin was then known) as a diver 
under the Indentured Labour Scheme in 1895, and was indentured 
to a Scottish pearl lugger owner George McKeddie (1851-1927). 
Antonio soon began a relationship with McKeddie’s only daughter 
Lily, and they had five children during their long courtship. Lily 
became known as ‘Magdelena’ after being baptised in order to 
marry Antonio. 

Magdelena and Antonio married at Saint Mary’s Cathedral on 
8 September 1910, and produced several more children – a total of 
ten, all essentially Larrakia but with typically Filipino names: 
Christina Mary, Alberta Beatrice, Ponciano Pedro, Juan Roque, 
Lorenzo Jose, Martina, Eduardo Francis, Delfin Antonio, Anna 
Apolonia and Felipe. 

During World War 2, two of Lily and Antonio’s sons volunteered for 
war service: Ponciano served in an American uniform and Delfin 
served in an Australian uniform, while one grandson served with 
the Second AIF. 

Ponciano Pedro Cubillo (1903-1988)  

Antonio and Lily’s third child and first son, Ponciano Pedro Cubillo, 
was born in Palmerston on 20 April 1903 and was known as ‘Ponce’ 
or ‘Ponto’.  

Ponce Cubillo attended the Darwin Convent School (St Joseph’s) 
in Cavenagh Street, and was involved with boxing and football – 
like his bothers, he was a member of Darwin’s famous ‘White Horse 
Boxing Club’. 

One of Antonio’s lasting legacies was to bring the Rondalla music 
tradition to Australia: ‘rondalla’ is an old Spanish form of guitar 
orchestra (ronda meaning ‘to serenade’). Ponce played in the 
Filipino String Band with his brothers, all proficient with the 14-string 
mandolin and the 8-stringed Spanish guitar.  

Ponciano married May Sevallos Qual (and later Judith Matthews), 
and had six children in total: Pedro, Raymunda, Shirley, Maureen, 
Dianne and Timothy. 

Ponce took some of his family to Sydney for a holiday in early 
December 1941, including his 12 year old son Pedro (accordingly, 
there is no listing for Ponciano or Pedro in the Commonwealth ‘List 
of Evacuees from Darwin’).   

While in Sydney, Ponce heard of the bombing of Darwin and the 
death of his brother John (Juan Roque Cubillo) on the wharf. Ponce 
then served overseas with the American Merchant Service (1943-
45). After the war he maintained a connection with the naval 
service, retiring at the age of 65 from Garden Island Naval Depot 
where he had been working for many years as a sailmaker in the 
tradition of his Filipino grandfather. 

 

Pedro Juan Cubillo (1929-2000) 

Pedro Cubillo was born in Darwin on 23 October 1929, Ponciano 
and May’s first child. Newspaper reports from the era show that 
Pedro placed third in 1st Infants at St Joseph’s in 1935, while his 
cousin Donald (son of John and Louisa Cubillo) placed second in 
3rd Infants.  

In that same awards list, Francisco Perez placed first for Grade 1, 
while the prize-winner for Pianoforte (intermediate grade) and 
Regular Attendance was Priscilla Conanan, the daughter of Great 
War veteran Elias Conanan from a family line dating back to the 
Gobernadorcillo (‘Provincial Governor’) of Ybajay on Panay Island 
in the 1850s, under the Spanish system of government called 
Encomienda. 

Pedro Cubillo left school in 1945 and worked as a process worker, 
a tramways conductor and a fitter of industrial sprinkling systems.  

2/410658 Lance-Corporal Pedro Juan Cubillo  

On 28 February 1956, Pedro enlisted in the Australian Regular 
Army, and underwent Recruit Training at Kapooka NSW. 

By this time, the Second AIF had officially ceased to exist (30 June 
1947), the ‘Interim Army’ had become the ‘Permanent Military 
Forces’, and this in turn had been replaced by the Australian 
Regular Army (ARA) on 30 September 1947.  

Cubillo was given the Regular Army number ‘2/410658’ – the ‘2’ 
prefix indicating his enlistment in NSW, the army’s 2nd Military 
District. This oblique stroke in post-war Army numbers continued in 
use until 1960.  
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Cubillo was assigned to the Royal Australian Engineers as a 
Sapper, posted to 1 Field Troop, RAE, part of the 1st Independent 
Infantry Brigade Group based in north Queensland.  

Maralinga 

Sapper Cubillo volunteered for duty at the Maralinga Test Site for 
British Atomic Weapons. He arrived at Maralinga on 8 March 1957 
– during the period between trials (October 1956 and August 1957).  

At first he performed duties there in relation to the dismantling of 
four test sites and equipment which had been used in the 1956 
series of atomic explosion tests known as Operation ‘Buffalo’.  

Four nuclear weapons had been detonated at separate sites within 
the Maralinga range: firstly at a site referred to as ‘One Tree’ (on 
27 September, a ‘Red Beard’ tactical nuclear warhead, exploded 
from a tower), at ‘Marcoo’ (4 October, a ‘Blue Danube’ nuclear 
device, exploded at ground level), at ‘Kite’ (11 October, a ‘Blue 
Danube’, released by an RAF Vickers Valiant bomber) and at 
‘Breakaway’ (22 October, another ‘Red Beard’, exploded from a 
tower).  

Cubillo then performed duties in relation to the construction of five 
test sites and equipment for the series of atomic explosion tests 
proposed for 1957, to test components for thermonuclear weapons. 
The Field Engineer Troop performed 44,000 man hours of work to 
be ready for the Scientific Group to commence Operation ‘Antler’.  

Three nuclear weapons were detonated at separate sites within the 
Maralinga range: at a site referred to as ‘Tadje’ (exploded from a 
tower on 14 September), at ‘Biak’ (25 September, exploded from a 
tower) and at ‘Taranaki’ (9 October, suspended from balloons). The 
sappers prepared two other sites for this series but they were not 
used: ‘Gona’ and ‘Tufi’.  

Cubillo left the range on 6 November 1958, a month following the 
completion of the ‘Antler’ series, and took part in Army exercises in 
Queensland before deploying to Malaya. 

In the early 1990s Cubillo sought to recover damages for personal 
injury and consequential loss sustained through his employment at 
Maralinga in 1957-58. He claimed that as a result of inhalation or 
ingestion of Plutonium 239 he suffered from renal cell carcinoma 
some 20 years later.  

However being a heavy drinker and long-term cigarette smoker, the 
Commonwealth stated that causation was almost impossible to 
demonstrate. The Commonwealth denied liability in every respect 
and “denied that the specific cancer suffered by Cubillo was caused 
or contributed to by any activity engaged in by the applicant during 
his employment at Maralinga”.   

Commemoration 

‘Cubillo Street’ in the Darwin suburb of Wanguri, named in 1971 in 
honour of Mrs Louisa Agatha Cubillo (née Lee), also recalls the 
memory of her son Laurie Cubillo and her nephews Pedro and 
Murray Cubillo, who all saw military service with the Australian 
Army during the post-war period. 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established 

 as a tribute to all personnel and others who have 

 served in the defence of Australia and Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  |  ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

Captions 

Image 1: Formation insignia of the 1st Independent Infantry Brigade 
Group (1954-60). 

Image 2: Sapper Cubillo left Maralinga on 6 November 1958 and took 
part in Army exercises in Queensland. He then served in Malaya with 1 
Field Troop from September 1959 to November 1961, in support of 
operations, exercises and engineering projects in North Borneo, on the 
Malay Peninsula and in Thailand. 

Image 3: ‘Cubillo Street’ in Darwin was named on 7 April 1971 in honour 
of Mrs Louisa Cubillo – it also recalls the memory of her husband Juan 
Roque Cubillo killed in the first bombing raid on Darwin on 19 February 
1942, WW2 veterans Ponciano and Delfin Cubillo, and her son Laurie 
and nephews Pedro and Murray who all saw military service with the 
Australian Army during the post-war period. 
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INTERESTING STORY ABOUT PLAYING CARDS 

There is no "one" card but there is an Ace (which 
can be used as a one in many card games and also 
has three letters). 

The Chinese invented playing cards in AD 1000 - so herewith 

some interesting facts and observations about "playing cards": 

 

Did you know that the traditional deck of the playing cards are a  

strikingly coherent form of a calendar? Very intriguing indeed! 

 

There are 52 weeks in the year and there are 52 playing cards in 

a  deck. 

 

There are 13 weeks in each season and there are 13 cards in 

each  suit. 

 

There are 4 seasons in a year and 4 suits in the deck. 

 

There are 12 months in a year so there are 12 court cards. ( 

those  with faces namely Jack, Queen, King in each suit.) 

 

The red cards represent Day, while black cards represent the 

Night. 

 

Jacks = 11, Queens = 12, and the Kings = 13, then add up all the 

sums of 1 + 2 + 3 + ...to 13 = 91. 

Multiply this by 4, for the 4 suits, therefore 91 x 4 = 364 

 

Add 1 that is the Joker and you will  arrive at the number 365 

being the days in a year? 

 

Is this construct a mere coincidence or the sign of great 

intelligence? 

 

Of interest is the sum of the letters in all the names of the 

cards,  e.g., add up the letters in "one, two, three,  

 

four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, Jack, Queen, King" = 52! 

 

The Spades indicated ploughing or working. 

The Hearts indicated love for the crops. 

 

The Diamonds indicated reaping the wealth. 

The Clubs indicated protection and growth. 

 

Also, in some card games 2 Jokers are used - indicating the 

Leap  year. 

 

This mathematical perfection is mind blowing ! 

 

Country singer Tex Titter has a different version of A 
Deck of Cards. Well worth watching this youtube 
presentation below. Skip the ads at the beginning. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LsCiaxPhtVY 
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Bob Hawke  

This is not political but here is an anecdote about the Best Labor Prime Minister 

Australia ever had, who passed away aged 89 on Thursday 13 May 2019. 

‘Give me a lift to the pub’ 

BARRIE CASSIDY        HAWKE MEDIA ADVISER  

Barry tells the story: 

WE were at the MCG (Melbourne Cricket Ground) hosting a whole bunch 
of senior American politicians. 

On the way out they had the buses lined up ready to take everyone to 
the Hyatt Hotel and he said to me: “I hate these buses, you sit there and 

you’ve got to wait for the last person to turn up and it takes forever.” A couple of young guys in a car 
yelled out: “Hey Hawkie, ya legend.” And he said, "If I’m such a friggin’ legend, why don’t you give me a 
lift back to the pub?” So he got in, with all these Americans watching, and drove off with strangers. The 
next day, he said: “They were great blokes. They put their mums on the mobile phone … and I had to 
talk to them on the way back to the hotel.” 

 

That about sums up our late larrikin Prime Minister, Robert (Bob) Lee James Hawke.     Ed 

 

 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES Issue 141  
 

ADVERTISING 

 
 

 
                                                                      



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 141  25 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

   
 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 141  26 

 

 

 
 

 

Jim Jones climbed to the top of Mt. Sinai to get close enough to talk to God. 
Looking up, he asked the Lord. "God, what does a million years mean to you?" 
The Lord replied, "A minute." 
Jones asked, "And what does a million dollars mean to you?" 

The Lord replied, "A penny." 
Jones asked, "Can I have a penny?" 
The Lord replied, "In a minute." 

___________________________//____________________________ 

Three friends from the local congregation were asked, "When you're in your casket, 
and friends and congregation members are mourning over you, what would you like 
them to say?" 
Artie said, "I would like them to say I was a wonderful husband, a fine spiritual leader, 
and a great family man."  
Eugene commented, "I would like them to say I was a wonderful teacher and servant 
of God who made a huge difference in people's lives."  
Al said, "I'd like them to say, 'Look, he's moving!'" 
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  We Need Your Blood! 

Help us to maintain our blood supplies by 
donating blood at the AUF Hospital Red Cross 
Blood Bank and credit to our RSL. Doesn’t take 

much time and it will be appreciated. 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 
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