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MAY 2018 - 
APRIL 2019 

The year since 

our last General 

Meeting has 

been both 

interesting, 

challenging and 

somewhat 

rewarding, and I 

will provide a summary of the key activities in 

this my first yearly report. 

We conducted successful Anzac Day and 

Vietnam Veteran's Day ceremonies with 

representatives from the Australian Embassy 

attending as guest speakers. Numbers were 

down on previous ceremonies, however, 

those in attendance were appreciative of our 

efforts and enjoyed the after functions. We 

cancelled our annual Australia Day Fiesta and 

instead conducted an Australia Day family day 

function at the Fenson Hotel. I believe that we 

will continue with this event for the 

foreseeable future, although that will be a 

membership decision. In December, we also 

President’s Report 
By: Gary Barnes – Sub-Branch President 
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conducted the annual Presidents Xmas drinks 

function at the Fenson Hotel. 

On the welfare front, we provided support to 

14 welfare cases over the 12 months, some of 

that support is ongoing and being managed by 

our outgoing Welfare Officer, SVP Chris 

Weeks.  

Financially we are reasonably well placed and 

the Treasurer, Ron Parrot, has had the 

concerns around our incorporation resolved, 

and I can report that we are now current and 

all fines have been paid. Furthermore, you 

have all been aware of the on-going problems 

with our auditor over the last few years. We 

have released her and employed another, 

who will hopefully be more diligent and timely 

in meeting our Sub - Branch needs. 

The fund raising aspect of our Sub -Branch has 

flourished this last year and started with a real 

boost in May, when ENVY Bistro Sports Suites,  

donated P100k that was raised at their annual 

Golf Tournament. We have enjoyed 

wonderful support from both them and the 

Emotions Bar, owners and staff, ever since 

then, which has considerably increased our 

coffers. Furthermore, recently the owners and 

staff at ENVY, in conjunction with our very 

hard working raffle managers, Graham Crispin 

and Rudolf (Roo) Schiller, along with their 

dedicated helpers, have organised our major 

fund raising effort for the year, which will 

culminate at the end of the NFL season.  Here, 

I would also like to make mention of the 

owners of the Mother India Restaurant, who 

provide us with a monthly donation towards 

the conduct of our Medical Missions (MM). 

Furthermore, of significant note, is that the 

Hong Kong Pot Bellied Pigs RFC (commonly 

referred to as the Hong Kong Fat Boys) 

continue to be our major sponsor and fund 

four MM's every year. Many of their members 

also make an effort to attend those MM's as 

well. 

During the course of the year we conducted 

nine MM's and 6017 children received bags of 

medicine. Of note, since we commenced 

conducting MM's in September 2008, in 

excess of 85 thousand bags of medicine have 

been received by the children in the Angeles 

City area. Throughout the year, we issued five 

special wheelchairs, 19 regular children's 

wheelchairs and nine regular adult 

wheelchairs. Our supply of special wheelchairs 

was exhausted by the end of May 2018, and 

as of writing this report, we have in excess of 

60 children still on the waiting list for special 

wheelchairs. More on that later. Peter Renton 

has now taken over the responsibility for 

running the MM's for the short term in the 

absence of Dave Shine. 

Our Hearing Aid program has stumbled a little 

over the last 12 months, in that the Henson 

Clinic, since last October, have been unable to 

fulfil their promise of testing, temporary 

molding and fitting of the aids. Our program 

manager, Gregory Mann, is working hard to 

clarify the problem and rectify it ASAP. 

Consideration will be given to changing the 
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service provider if necessary.  We currently 

have a good supply of 60 serviceable hearing 

aids and another 90 in Australia being tested 

and assessed for suitability. We were able to 

issue 88 during the period May to October 

2018, however, there are still 65 children on 

the waiting list. Of note, this program, which 

we commenced in March 2013, has provided 

hearing to over 640 children.  

And finally, while writing about MM's, it 

would be remiss of me not to mention and 

thank on your behalf, the staff and nurses of 

the Deakin University, who continue to visit us 

and support a MM every year. 

Further to all of the above, we again provided 

P60 k to our local Doctor De Guzman, for the 

provision of mosquito nets for the families 

living down near the river, to assist in his fight 

against Dengue fever. This is on-going 

support. 

During the middle part of the year, our 

Membership Officer, Dave Shine, in 

conjunction with the Membership Officer at 

RSL Victoria State Branch, resolved the issues 

that we had endured for a number of years 

with membership cards and badges. 

Subsequently, in September, new cards and 

badges arrived for all the then current 

members.   

In August, we took delivery of our new truck, 

a Mitsubishi FUSO Canter FE 71. The ability for 

us to purchase that vehicle came about 

through the hard work of Mr David Caracciolo 

and Mr Keith Payne VC, AM, who worked very 

closely with the exceptionally generous folks 

in Mackay, QLD. They provided over AUD $ 30 

k in donations, which was the bulk of the 

purchase price, thus enabling us to purchase 

the truck that most suited our needs.  

During the last week of March this year, we 

gained access to our container of special 

wheelchairs that had arrived in Subic Bay last 

November, and were being held in storage 

until we could resolve some issues with the 

Customs Department. The first truck load of 

36 was collected by Graham Crispin during 

that week. Since then, a second load of 39 has 

been collected by Graham and Dave Shine, 

and another load of 39 were collected by 

Graham yesterday. All up 114 have been 

delivered to the Clubrooms.  Work has now 

commenced in providing wheelchairs to the 

back log of needy children and at the time of 

writing this report, eight wheelchairs have 

already been constructed and departed with 

their very happy new owners.  

In the early part of the reporting year, we had 

plans drawn up for our proposed new 

clubrooms and wheelchair storage facility, 

undertaken by our hard working Secretary, 

Philip Salmon. They have since been approved 

by the owners of the Fenson Hotel and the 

local authorities. Following an appropriate 

tender process, a builder has been selected to 

complete the task. Work on that facility will 

start in the very near future and we hope to 
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conduct an official opening on an appropriate 

date later this year. 

 As in most Annual Reports of organisations 

like ours, there are always many people that 

should or could be thanked for their support 

throughout the previous year. I will not 

attempt to name them all in this report, 

however, I thank you all for your efforts. I 

would like to make a special mention of our 

VP Scott Chambers, who continues to 

generously donate large quantities of quality 

meat for our numerous raffles, along with 

many of our functions. And lastly, to a very 

special member who has provided wonderful 

and continuing support to this RSL Sub-Branch 

for many years. That person is the Editor of 

our widely read monthly newsletter, Mr Larry 

Smith, whom I thank on behalf of you all, for 

his thankless persistence and un-noticed hard 

work, which I hope he will continue to 

undertake.  

It is appropriate that I finish this report with 

mention of the fact that this coming Anzac 

Day 2019, is the 25th anniversary of the 

formation of the Angeles City RSL Sub-Branch. 

Gary Barnes 

President 

16 April 2019 

 

 

 

PRESIDENTS REPORT - Apr 2019 

     Hi to all our members and anyone else 

around the world that takes the time to read 

our monthly newsletter.  I will deliberately 

keep this Month's report short, as much of 

the relevant information that I wanted to pass 

on, is contained in my yearly report which is 

also in this newsletter. 

    Our April Medical Mission was conducted in 

Anunas and a total of 654  children were 

examined and provided with medicines.  

Standard wheelchairs were issued to one child 

and one adult and two children were 

identified for special wheelchairs and were 

added to our waiting list .   

Please be reminded  that due to the Philippine 

elections being held in May, there will be NO 

MM next month.      

Construction of the new club rooms and 

wheelchair storage and assembly facility has 

started :-) 

RSL AC Blood Bank.   As mentioned some 

months back, we STILL need a volunteer to 

coordinate and run the RSL AC Sub-Branch 

Blood bank. Should anyone be interested, 

please contact me ASAP. 

And we also need a volunteer to serve as the 

AC RSL Sub-Branch Welfare Officer. 

The AGM was conducted this month and the 
Secretary, Philip Salmon and Committee 
Member Peter Renton, were re-elected un-
opposed. Congratulations to both of you. 
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 ANZAC DAY Commemorative Service was 

conducted with approximately 140 attending 

the service. From all reports it was well 

received. A collection of photographs will 

follow later in this newsletter. A big thank you 

to our Guest Speaker, Counsellor and Consul 

General Darran Roper from the Australian 

Embassy, Manila, and also our bagpiper, Ian 

Godson. 

The after function at the Fenson Hotel was 

also well attended and my thanks go to the 

Staff at the Hotel for their wonderful effort in 

supporting the function. Their breakfast soup 

was excellent.  A special mention to our 

"Meat Man" VP Scott Chambers for the 

provision of the meat for the lunch sausage 

sizzle.  And last but not least, I would like to 

make mention of the excellent support from 

our sponsors and other folks who provided 

the prizes for our very successful raffle. Thank 

you all. 

That's all for this month. 

Best Regards, 

Gary B  

 

 

Our supporters list above has not been 

amended yet but next time we will have our 

latest supporters listed. Thanks to all of you. 

 

 

 

 

We Need Your Blood! 
Help us to maintain our blood 
supplies by donating blood at the 
AUF Hospital Red Cross Blood Bank 
and credit to our RSL. Doesn’t take 
much time and it will be 
appreciated. 
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ANZAC DAY 2019 REPORT FOLLOWS 
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Above is our intrepid Secretary Phil Salmond enduring another session of painful treatment on his hands.  

CORRECTION 

Page 5 of our March Newsletter, Medical Mission 
page 1, top photo, person 2nd from the right, we 
incorrectly named the member as Peter Alan. Of 
course, everyone knows it is of Peter RENTON. 
Apologies Peter for attempting to change your 
name without authority. Ed 
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SOME FUN 

A widowed lady in the Villages in Florida (a senior retirement community), was sitting on a bench, 
nearby was another bench with a gentleman sitting on it. 
She asked him if he was new to the community and he said "no, I have owned a condo here for 20 
years". 
She then said "I have been here for 15 years and I have never seen you around!". 
He then said "I have been in prison for the last 17 years!". 
She was stunned and finally asked him what he had done. 
He said that he had murdered his first wife! 
She was stunned again and after a long pause she said. 
So you're SINGLE??? 
 

EDITORS COMMENTS 

I have just completed this newsletter, which our annual ANZAC Day report is included. As a founding 
member, and the person that led the first as an RSL march from Bad Habits bar in Diamond subd in 1994 to 
Swagman Narra resort for the 1994 ANZAC Day service, I am pleased to see that our Sub Branch is still 
providing an excellent service and the following activities. I congratulate all concerned for a sterling 
commemorative day. 

I spent ANZAC Day aboard an Emirates A380 aircraft on my way back from Austria and the UAE. 

I also noted in President Gary’s annual report his thanks to me for putting together this newsletter since 
inceptions. Initially I did do most of the hard work, but the current presentations of the pictorial reports are 
none of my work. That honor firmly belongs to our honorable secretary, Phil Salmon. Phil spends a lot of 
effort gathering local information, magically gets them into a lovely presentation for me to include into the 
newsletter. I thank you Phil and hope your sore fingers manage to do this for some time to come. 

Compiling this newsletter has been a privilege, and is the only way I can volunteer my time to my much 
loved RSL Sub Branch. While I am able, and while the newsletter is needed, I intend to remain as its editor. 

Larry    Editor 
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A WORLD WAR 1 DIGGER WHO WAS A REAL CHARACTER 

 

 One tough man. 
Private No 2296 John (Barney) 
Hines of the Australian Imperial 
Force, 45th Battalion. 27 
September 1917. 

'Barney' Hines was also a kleptomaniac who 
became known in the trenches as the 
"Souvenir King". But he was one of the 
bravest soldiers at the front and would have 
been decorated many times had it not been 
for his lack of military discipline.....he earned 
his nickname because of his incurable habit of 
hijacking medals, badges, rifles, helmets and 
watches from the bodies of the German dead 

- and, in some cases, of those he captured. 
He brought the Kaiser's wrath down upon his head when a photographer took a picture of him on 
September 27,1917, showing him surrounded by some of his loot after the Third Battle of Ypres. 

Born in Liverpool, England, in 1873, Barney 
Hines was always a rebel. .....of Irish descent, he 
ran away to enlist in the army at the age of 14 but 
was dragged home by his mother.....two years 
later he joined the Royal Navy and saw action 
during the Boxer Rebellion when he served on a 
gunboat chasing pirates in the China 
Sea.....discharged the following year, he went 
gold seeking around the world and was in South 
Africa when the Boer War broke out....he served 
throughout it as a scout with various British units. 

His lust for gold continued and he searched for it 
in the US, South America and New Zealand. But 
he was working in a sawmill in Australia when 
World War I broke out in August 1914......despite 
being in his early 40s, he immediately tried to 
enlist but was turned down on medical grounds. 
Undeterred, he haunted recruiting centres until he 
was accepted to serve in France in 1916 as part 
of a reinforcement for the 45th Battalion......once 
in France, the legend of this huge, powerful man 
who never showed fear, began......he generally 
disdained conventional weapons such as his .303 
rifle, preferring to go into action with two 
sandbags packed with Mills bombs......his 
commanding officer had a brain wave and gave 

him a Lewis gun, which was an immediate 
success. Hines was entranced by its spraying 
effect and announced in his broad Liverpudlian 
accent: "This thing'll do me. You can hose the 
bastards down." 

Another nickname he earned was Wild Eyes and 
at a later date the commanding officer was heard 
to say: "I always felt secure when Wild Eyes was 
about. He was a tower of strength in the line- I 
don't think he knew what fear was and he 
naturally inspired confidence in officers and 
men."....but one of Hines' pastimes was prowling 
around collecting prisoners and loot with 
enthusiasm. 

On one occasion, annoyed at the sniper fire from 
a German pill-box, he ran straight at it, leapt on 
its roof and preformed a war dance while taunting 
the Germans to come out. When they failed to 
comply, Hines lobbed a couple of Mills bombs 
through the gun port.......a few minutes later the 
63 Germans who had survived staggered out with 
their hands above their heads. Hines collected 
his "souvenirs" before herding his prisoners back 
to the Australian lines. 

Another time he came across a battered German 
dressing station. Creeping in he found the 
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surgeon standing over the operating table and, 
on tapping him on the shoulder, Hines was 
amazed to watch him topple over - dead from a 
shell splinter in the heart. Only one man had 
survived - ironically a wounded Tommy who was 
on a stretcher on the floor out of the blast. Picking 
the man up as if he were an infant, Hines carried 
him towards safety but he died before reaching 
allied lines. Hines lowered him gently to the 
ground -then returned to the loot in the dressing 
room.......his booty wasn't confined to portable 
keepsakes......at Villers-Bretonneux he liberated 
a piano which he managed to keep for several 
days until he was persuaded to give it away.....on 
another occasion he scored a grandfather clock 
which he carried back to the trenches. ....but, 
after its hourly chimes were found to attract 
German fire, his mates blew it up with - what 
else? - a Mills bomb......in Armentieres he came 
across a keg of Bass which he started to roll 
towards the battalion.....he was stopped by 
military police and told not to go any further with 
it.....unfazed, Hines left the keg and went ahead 
to round up fellow Diggers who returned to drink 
it on the spot. 

When the AIF reached Amiens they found the 
beautiful cathedral city deserted....it was too 
much for Hines. He disappeared and was finally 
sprung by British military police in the vaults of 
the Bank of France where he had already 
squirrelled away millions of francs, packed neatly 
in suitcases......he was hauled off for questioning 
by the British who, nonplussed on what to do with 
the reprobate, returned him to his unit. later he 
was to boast that the escapade had cost him no 
more than 14 days' pay and that he had been 
allowed to keep the banknotes he had stuffed into 
his pockets. 

But for all his incorrigibility, he was an 
outstanding, if unpredictable soldier who 
managed to capture 10 German soldiers single-
handed.....there were some near misses, too. At 
Passchendale he was the only survivor of a direct 
hit on the Lewis gun nest. ....blasted 20ms. and 
with the soles of his boots blown off, he crawled 
back, got the gun working and continued firing 
until he fainted from wounds in his legs. 

Hines was also renowned for the party he held at 
Villers-Bretonneux after he found a cache of 1870 

champagne and tinned delicacies......his mates 
were all decked out in top hats and dress suits 
which he had also acquired....it was to be his last 
party for some time....just after it ended he scored 
a bullet wound over his eye, another in his leg 
and a whiff of gas.....despite protests, he was 
hospitalised at Etaples, being almost 
blinded.......a few nights later the Germans 
bombed the hospital, causing 3000 
casualties.......Hines hauled himself out of bed, 
found a broom which he used as a crutch and 
spent all night carrying the wounded and dying to 
safety.....after that he was invalided home and, in 
the ensuing years, despite his wounds, he 
worked as a drover, shearer, prospector and 
timber cutter. 

He volunteered for World War II and, when he 
was turned down - he was now in his 60s - he 
stowed away on a troop ship......but he was 
caught before the vessel got through the Heads 
and put ashore. 

After a colourful life, Barney Hines died, 
penniless, in the Concord Repatriation Hospital, 
Sydney, on January 30, 1958, aged 84. 
 

 

 

Barney Hines featured on the cover of 
the returned soldiers’ journal, Reveille, 

in December 1933.
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ANOTHER WORLD WAR 1 STORY 

 

There's a nice old pub 
called the Neath Hotel in 
the Hunter Valley NSW 
town of Cessnock that has 
a tradition every Anzac 
Day called The Lighting 
of the Lamp. 

 
The history behind it is a 
local coal miner and his 
mates decided to enlist in 
1915 after a few beers at 
the pub. 

 
Harry Littlefair handed his 
miners hat and tallow lamp 
to the publican to keep 
behind the bar until he 
returned from the war. 

 
The following years he 
was killed in action in 
France and every Anzac 
Day since, his miners 
lamp is lit in his memory. 
A fantastic and solemn 
service, if you're ever in 
the area on ANZAC Day. 

…..cont… next page…… 
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Harry’s lamp can be seen on the stump with a picture of Harry below, along with a piper. 

                                                                                  The Neath Hotel  
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THE POST-WAR MILITARY SERVICE  
OF FILIPINO-AUSTRALIANS 

Part 2:  John Lawrence Cubillo (1934-2003),  
South Korea 

It is now known that eight Filipino-Australians from the Northern 
Territory volunteered for service with the AIF during the Great War. 
Of the six who served overseas, three were wounded, one was 
decorated for bravery, and two were killed. 

During World War 2, nineteen Filipino-Australians with a Northern 
Territory connection are known to have volunteered – seventeen 
volunteers in a total of 21 Australian military enlistments, plus one 
US merchant seaman and one civilian guerrilla in the Philippines. 
Of these, two were killed overseas and one died of illness.  

It has now been established that at least ten Filipino-Australians 
continued this tradition of operational service, as members of the 
Australian military forces between 1945 and 1975 (not including 
those whose service in 1945-46 was simply a continuation of their 
AIF service). 

Antonio Pedro Cubillo (1875-1945) 

Private John Lawrence Cubillo from Darwin is the only Filipino-
Australian known to have served with the Australian forces in South 
Korea. 

Laurie Cubillo was the son of Juan and Louisa Cubillo, and a 
grandson of the Filipino pearl diver Antonio Pedro Cubillo (1875-
1945) from Calape on Bohol Island and Magdalena (née McKeddie, 
1878-1934). Antonio was a grandson of Inocencio Cubillo, a 
Filipino-Spanish sail-maker who had left Spain in 1851 and settled 
in the Philippines, and the first child of Gregorio (‘Bigoy’) Cubillo 
and his wife Macaria. 

Family history records that Antonio left home in 1890 as a 15 year 
old, travelling to Europe as a cabin boy on a Spanish ship and 
learning to dive for clam shell. Returning via Singapore, he signed 
on under the Indentured Labour Scheme and on 19 January 1895 
arrived in Palmerston (as Darwin was then known) to dive for pearls 
and abalone. He gave his nationality as ‘Spanish’, as the 
Philippines was still a Spanish colony at that time. 

Antonio was indentured to a Scottish pearl lugger owner George 
McKeddie (1851-1927), who had established a long-term 
relationship with a woman from Southport called Duwun (known as 
‘Annie’), possibly of the Larrakia people.  

Antonio Cubillo began a relationship with their only daughter Lily, 
and they had five children during their long courtship. Lily became 
known as ‘Magdelena’ after being baptised in order to marry 
Antonio. 

Magdelena and Antonio married at Saint Mary’s Cathedral on 
8 September 1910, and produced several more children – a total of 
ten, all essentially Larrakia but with typically Filipino names: 
Christina Mary, Alberta Beatrice, Ponciano Pedro, Juan Roque, 
Lorenzo Jose, Martina, Eduardo Francis, Delfin Antonio, Anna 
Apolonia and Felipe. 

The family later lived in the camp outside Darwin town known as 
the ‘Police Paddock’ overlooking Frances Bay (now the suburb of 
Stuart Park), and their sons were all involved with the sea and the 
wharf. 

One of Antonio’s lasting legacies was to bring the Rondalla music 
tradition to Australia: ‘rondalla’ is an old Spanish form of guitar 
orchestra (ronda meaning ‘to serenade’), and Antonio Cubillo’s 
sons were all proficient with the 14-string mandolin and the 8-
stringed Spanish guitar.  

Juan Roque Cubillo (1906-1942) 

Lily and Antonio’s fourth child and second son, Juan Roque Cubillo, 
was born in Palmerston and was known as ‘John’ or ‘Rocky’. He 
attended the Darwin Convent School (St Joseph’s) in Cavenagh 
Street, and was involved with football and boxing.  

John Cubillo was a notable person in pre-war Darwin, as the leader 
of the Cubillo Brothers’ Rondalla Orchestra. With his five brothers, 
Juan was a member of Darwin’s ‘White Horse Boxing Club’. A 
photograph taken in 1930 shows the members of the club in front 
of the famous Banyan Tree in Mitchell Street, which was planted by 
George and Annie McKeddie. Among them are the six sons of 
Antonio and Lily Cubillo.  

John’s wife Louisa Agatha Cubillo (née Lee, 1902-1967) came from 
Pine Creek. Louisa had been born in Darwin on 16 February 1902, 
the daughter of Widji Nelson, a Wadaman woman from Brock’s 
Creek, and a Chinese man Ah Lee, a descendant of Su Lee (from 
Guangzhou province in Southern China) and Su-e Arase (from 
Nagano prefecture in Kumamoto, Kyushu, Japan). As a young girl 
Louisa grew up and was educated at the Catholic Mission on 
Bathurst Island.   

John Lawrence Cubillo (1934-2003) 

Laurie Cubillo was born at the Two Mile Dam in the Stuart Park 
area on 4 September 1934, the fifth child of Juan and Louisa 
Cubillo. He was christened ‘John Lawrence Cubillo’, but he grew 
up known as ‘Laurie’.  

He was still young at the time of the 1937 cyclone; by this time his 
grandmother Magdelena had died (on 21 January 1934) and 
Antonio had returned to Bohol for a second visit (he was unable to 
return to Australia due to the Japanese occupation of the 
Philippines, and died on Bohol in December 1946). 

After the bombing raids on Darwin commenced Louisa and their 
nine children, including Laurie, aged 7, were evacuated to 
Katherine in February 1942.  

It was there that Louisa heard the news that her husband had been 
killed on Darwin wharf on 19 February 1942 while unloading cargo 
from MV Neptuna. John Cubillo, aged 36, was last seen running on 
the wharf before he was lost in a bomb blast; his body was never 
recovered. 

The family lived in Balaklava, SA until the end of the war. Louisa 
brought her children back to Darwin in 1946, and they re-
established themselves in Sidney William huts within the old ‘Parap 
118’ camp abandoned by the Army. Louisa was midwife to many 
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local Darwin families, made school uniforms and sports guernseys, 
and was widely known as ‘Mum Cubillo’. 

7/101 Private John Lawrence Cubillo 

Laurie Cubillo served with the Australian Regular Army from 1952 
to 1957, in the Royal Australian Army Service Corps. His Army 
number was prefixed by a ‘7/’ designating his enlistment in the 
Northern Territory, the army’s 7th Military District (the oblique stroke 
in post-war Regular Army numbers continued in use until 1960). 

Laurie Cubillo served overseas in Korea with the 3rd Battalion, 
Royal Australian Regiment (3RAR) from 20 August 1954 to 7 
October 1954.  

The fighting had ended when he arrived (the armistice agreement 
had been signed on 27 July 1953) but 3RAR was involved in 
training and border patrols – in a ‘posture of readiness’ in case of a 
violation of the cease-fire agreement. The battalion returned to 
Australia in November 1954, leaving just a single battalion in Korea.  

Before their departure, Laurie Cubillo transferred to the 1st Battalion 
(1RAR). He continued serving in Korea, from 7 October 1954 to 19 
August 1955, with the battalion again involved in training and 
border patrols. 

Following his discharge from the Army, Laurie married Janet 
Markham in 1957, and they had seven children. He worked with the 
NT Department of Transport and Works for over 40 years, and after 
his retirement served on the Board of the Larrakia Development 
Corporation until his death in Darwin in 2003. 

Cubillo’s service did not qualify for the two medals available at the 
time: the Korean War Medal recognised active service up to 27 July 
1953, and eligibility for the United Nations Service Medal (Korea) 
included post-armistice duty but only up to 27 July 1954.  

His service would however be eligible to be recognised by the 
Australian Service Medal 1945-75 (approved in 1995) with clasp 
‘KOREA’. Additionally, it may now be recognised by the Australian 
General Service Medal for Korea, which was approved on 24 
November 2009, rewarding service in South Korea between 28 July 
1953 and 19 April 1956. 

Commemoration 

On 7 April 1971, ‘Cubillo Street’ in the Darwin suburb of Wanguri 
was named in honour of Mrs Louisa Cubillo, who had died in Darwin 
on 29 August 1967. 

Although Louisa Cubillo was not herself Filipino, she carried the 
Cubillo name from Calape on Bohol Island in the Philippines. She 
was a daughter-in-law of Antonio and Magdelena (Lily) Cubillo; the 
widow of Juan Roque Cubillo, one of five Filipino-Australians killed 
in the first bombing raid on Darwin on 19 February 1942; and sister-
in-law of WW2 veterans Ponciano and Delfin Cubillo. ‘Cubillo 
Street’ also recalls the memory of her son Laurie Cubillo who saw 
military service with the Australian Army during the post-war period.  

More recently, ‘Duwun Road’ in Rosebery was registered by 
Palmerston City Council on 12 December 2006 in commemoration 
of Duwun of the Larrakia people, wife of the pearling lugger owner 

George McKeddie. Duwun (‘Annie’) McKeddie was the mother-in-
law of Antonio Cubillo, a grandmother of many including Ponciano, 
Juan and Delfin, and a great-grandmother of Laurie Cubillo. 

Laurie Cubillo died in Darwin on 16 July 2003, leaving a widow 
Janet and seven children. On 12 May 2004, Palmerston City 
Council registered ‘Laurie Cubillo Park’ in the suburb of Rosebery 
in his memory. Laurie is noted in the NT Place Names Register as 
‘a deceased Larrakia man’, due to his descent from Duwun (‘Annie’) 
McKeddie and their daughter Magdelena (Lily Cubillo). However he 
was also of Wadaman, Chinese and Japanese descent through his 
mother. He was also a grandson of the Filipino patriarch Antonio 
Cubillo, and was probably the only Filipino-Australian to serve with 
the Australian forces in Korea. 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been  

established as a tribute to all personnel and others  

who have served in the defence of Australia and 

Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger | ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

Captions 

Image 1: Antonio Pedro Cubillo (1875-1945) born in Calape on Bohol Island on 
30 June 1875, photographed on 1 December 1927 by Shing Yep, a 
photographer in Darwin (National Archives of Australia). 

Image 2: This photo of the ‘White Horse Boxing Club’ from 1930 includes Juan 
Roque Cubillo (1906-1942) marked with a red ‘X’, and four of his brothers (1) 
Felipe, (2) Eduardo, (3) Lorenzo and (4) Delphin, plus Christina’s son Joe 
Odegaard (5). 

Image 3: ‘Cubillo Street’ in Darwin was named on 7 April 1971 in honour of Mrs 
Louisa Agatha Cubillo (1902-1967). 

Image 4: ‘Laurie Cubillo Park’ in Rosebery was named on 12 May 2004 in 
memory of John Lawrence Cubillo (1934-2003). 
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DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no 
responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do 

they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information 
contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in this 
newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Hotel Fenson 
1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

President 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: + 63-995-052-8994 
Email:   garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

Vice Presidents 

Chris Weeks 
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149 
Email:   chris.weeks@hotmail.com 

Scott Chambers 
Mobile: +63-998-561-1744 
Email:  wine.guy321@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

Philip Salmon 

Mobile: +63-0999 359 2999 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Committee/Publicity Officer 

Peter Renton 
Mob: +63- 0998 197 4223 
Email: personalitypete@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Ron Parrott 
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Committee/Asst Treasurer                                      

Rudolf (Roo) Schiller                                                                                                                                
Mob: + 63- 0977 653 4832 
Email: rudolf54@iinet.net.au 
 

Membership Officer                               Editor                        

David Shine                                                               Larry Smith 
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168                                   Mobile: +61 423-238-620 
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com                  Email: tassiedevil47@gmail.com 

 

Quartermaster                                       
  Vacant                                                                                            
Mobile: +63-9                                                                                              

Email: 

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number 

 

 
 

“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 
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