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2019
Hi to all
our members
and anyone
else around
the world
that takes the
time to read
our monthly newsletter.
Well, we are well into March, Anzac Day
looms and, the footy has started. This year
Anzac Day also marks the 25th anniversary of
our Angeles City Sub-Branch. In line with that
significant milestone, we have produced a

25th Anniversary Tee shirt. More details are
contained within this newsletter.
Our March Medical Mission was conducted
in Amsic and a total of 699 children were
examined and provided with medicines.
Details of the April MM are included later in
this edition of the newsletter. Please note
that due to the Philippine elections being
held in May, there will be NO MM that
month.
The Special Wheelchairs are still in Subic
Bay, however, the stalemate with customs
has been resolved and very soon we will
commence transporting them here to
Angeles City. ASAP thereafter, Graham and
his willing team will start to fill the
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requirement of a back log of some 70 plus
recipients.

looking forward to returning here in the next
few months.

Construction of the new club rooms and
wheelchair storage and assembly facility
should start soon ! The owner of the Fenson
Hotel, together with the designer and the
builder have been in discussion and as soon
as I am aware when the work is due to
commence, I will give everyone a heads up.

That's all from me this month, I look
forward to seeing you all at the AGM or
Anzac Day or both.
Best Regards,
Gary B

RSL AC Blood Bank. As mentioned some
months back, we STILL need a volunteer to
coordinate and run the RSL AC Sub-Branch
Blood bank. Should anyone be interested,
please contact me ASAP
Monster Raffle. This is our major fund
raising event for 2019. Tickets are now on
sale at the Fenson, Walkabout, Kokomos, La
Bamba, Emotions, Baby Dolls, Garfield's and
Envy Bistro. The raffle will run for the entire
NRL season and the 14 prizes have a total
value of approximately P350 k. It will be
drawn after the Grand Final on 6th Oct 2019.
Please take note that our Annual General
Meeting (AGM) will be held on Tues 15th
April and there are a couple of committee
positions up for re-election. More details
later in this newsletter.
Finally, our hard working secretary, Philip
Salmon, is well on the road to recovery and
although still requiring a few weekly trips to
the hospital, has re-commenced his valuable
work as our secretary. David Shine is still
recovering in Australia, but very much

Our honorable Secretary Phil Salmon with
his hand all trussed up after treatment.
Phil finds it difficult attending to Sub Branch
matters with one hand, and I can testify
that his one handed keyboard typing is
atrocious, but he soldiers (sailors) on!
Keep smiling Phil. Ed

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 141

3

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 141

4

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 141

5

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 141

6

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 141

7

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 141

8

The “Kilted Killer” – The Scottish Officer Who Made Almost
20,000 Of The Enemy Surrender

←← A
working party
of the 1st
battalion
Queen's Own
Cameron
Highlanders
at Aix in
France,
November
1939.

During and after WWII, the Nazis and
then the communists were so
annoyed by one man they wanted him
dead; and not just because he wore a
skirt.
Ronald Thomas Stewart “Tommy”
Macpherson was born on October 4,
1920, in Edinburgh, Scotland. At 14,
his athleticism earned him a
scholarship at Fettes College where
he joined the Officers’ Training Corps.
From there, he went to Trinity College
at Oxford, until 1939.
At the outbreak of WWII, he joined the
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders.
In November 1941, he was sent to
Libya to participate in Operation
Flipper – a raid on the headquarters of
Erwin Rommel, German Commander

of the Africa
spectacularly.

Corps.

It

failed

Afterward, Macpherson and the
remaining survivors were stuck on the
beaches north of the city of Beda
Littoria, which was under Italian
occupation. Despite their lack of food,
water, supplies, or maps, they
attempted to walk back to the Britishheld city of Tobruk almost 200 miles
away.
They met some Italians who asked
MacPherson to show them how his
Colt Automatic worked. He obliged by
trying to shoot them. He was sent to a
POW camp in Italy in June. However,
by September 1943, the Italians
surrendered to the Allies, enraging the
Germans who invaded Italy.
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<<<

Rommel in
France in 1940

Macpherson was
sent to Austria on
September 14. He
escaped, was
recaptured and
nearly executed. A
Wehrmacht officer
intervened and sent
him to Stalag XVIIIA in Austria. That
did not stop him. He
escaped from there seven days later but was caught on September 30.
Then he was sent to Stalag XX-A at Toruń, Poland where he again escaped on
October 1. He made it to neutral Sweden where the British embassy repatriated
him back to Scotland on November 4. For escaping, as well as for his role in
Operation Flipper, he received the Military Cross on February 17, 1944.

←←Men of the 1st
Battalion, Queen’s
Own Cameron
Highlanders digging
trenches at Aix,
France, November
1939.
With the Allied
invasion of France
pending, he was
asked to join
Operation Jedburgh
to conduct guerilla
warfare in Nazioccupied Europe.
Trained in sabotage
and communications,
he was made a Major in charge of team Quinine.
Together with a French lieutenant and a British radio operator, they were going to
France. Their mission was to get as many Germans as they could away from the
beaches of Normandy to give the impending invasion a chance.
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On June 8, the trio was parachuted
into Aurillac in the mountainous
Massif Central region where they met
up with a small resistance unit. One
of the Frenchmen did not understand
what he saw. He claimed the British
had sent them a woman. He was
referring to MacPherson, dressed in a
Scottish kilt, who later explained,
“Their mistaking me for a woman
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wearing a skirt was an easy error to
make.”
The Scotsman acted right away. The
next evening, he led them in the
destruction of the Aurillac-Maurs
railway bridge, proving that kilts in no
way detracted from either his
manhood or his considerable abilities.
This was how the legend of the
“Kilted Killer” was born.

Commandos
preparing to
deploy for
Europe as part
of Operation
Jedburgh.

Heading their
way was the 2nd
SS Panzer
Division Das
Reich on the
Figeac-Tulle road
for Normandy.

They mined the road and surrounding
terrain, managing to destroy the
tracks of the lead tank. German
soldiers chased them, but were
stopped by falling trees and mines.
More such operations prevented
trains passing between Cahors and
Souillac. On August 15, the Allies
landed at Côte d’Azur in Southern
France.
MacPherson’s
group
destroyed more railway lines, roads,
and bridges – managing at least one

operation daily and drawing more
resistance fighters to join.
To annoy the Germans, MacPherson
rode around openly in a black Citroën
sporting the Union Jack (the British
flag) and the Croix de Lorraine (of the
Free French forces). The Germans
retaliated by placing a 300,000 franc
price on him, calling him a “bandit
masquerading as a Scottish officer.”
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One of his most spectacular exploits
involved booby-trapping a barrier arm
at a road crossing. When a German
commander drove past, it beheaded
him and his driver.
At Le Lioran, he waited for a train
carrying 300 Germans and 100 Millice
(pro-German French soldiers) to enter
a tunnel. Rushing in, he blew up the
railway track, trapping the enemy
inside and almost himself.
Perhaps his greatest achievement,
however, was getting almost 20,000
Germans to surrender. By August
1944, Major General Botho Henning
Elster realized that Germany was
losing and sent out feelers to the
suspicious Allies.
MacPherson took a German Red
Cross car, and with a German doctor
and a French officer, drove to the city
of Beaugency. Dressed in full Scottish
regalia, he told Elster he could contact
the Royal Air Force via radio. At his
command, they would rain down
death on the German troops.
MacPherson did not have that ability,
but Elster bought it. He surrendered
along with 18,850 soldiers and 754
officers on September 16.
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When France was liberated, he was
sent to Italy to help them. Parachuting
into Friuli in November, he targeted
railway lines at Udine and sabotaged
German lines at Tarvisio. During an
Allied air raid, he saw pro-German
Italian soldiers running into a bomb
shelter, so he followed and chucked a
grenade in after them.
Then he got into trouble with the
communists. After the war, Yugoslavia
captured the Italian cities of Istria,
Zadar, and Rijeka. Trieste was next,
but MacPherson did what he did best,
and
Trieste
remained
Italian.
Yugoslavia’s leader, Josip Broz Tito
was angry.
In 1956, he invited MacPherson to
Yugoslavia, and typical of the
Scotsman, he accepted. Fortunately,
it was cordial, although Tito told him, “I
have been looking forward to this
meeting. We tried so hard to kill you.”
Along with the Military Cross,
MacPherson also got the Légion
d’honneur, the Croix de Guerre
(thrice), as well as the Star of
Bethlehem and a papal knighthood
from the Pope. Not bad for a man who
fought in a dress… eh, kilt.
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THE POST-WAR MILITARY SERVICE
OF FILIPINO-AUSTRALIANS
Part 1: Joseph Perez (1922-1982),
British Commonwealth Occupation Force
It is now known that eight Filipino-Australians from the
Northern Territory volunteered for service with the AIF
during the Great War; of the six who served overseas,
three were wounded, one was decorated for bravery, and
two were killed.
During World War 2, nineteen Filipino-Australians with a
Northern Territory connection are known to have
volunteered – seventeen volunteers in a total of 21
Australian military enlistments, plus one US merchant
seaman and one civilian guerrilla in the Philippines. Of
these, two were killed overseas and one died of illness.
It has now been established that at least ten FilipinoAustralians continued this tradition of operational service,
as members of the Australian military forces between
1945 and 1975 (not including those whose service in
1945-46 was simply a continuation of their AIF service).
Rafael Ponce (1859-1928)
One Filipino-Australian is known to have served with the
British Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF) – WW2
veteran Sergeant Joe Perez.
Joseph Perez was born in Darwin on 17 June 1922, the
second child of Rafael and Mary Perez. His maternal
grandfather was Rafael Ponce (1859-1928), one of
Darwin’s Manilamen from the late 19th century, a diver
and labourer.
Mary and her brother Eusebio Joseph grew up with
Francisco and Beatrice Maria Chavez, who had been
adopted by Rafael Ponce after their parents died. By
1942, Eusebio Ponce and Francisco (‘Chico’) Chavez
were wharf labourers: Francisco was one of five FilipinoAustralians who died in the first Japanese bombing raid
on 19 February 1942, killed instantly, with no trace of his
remains ever found.
When Rafael Ponce died in Darwin in April 1928, aged
69, he was recalled as, “a very old resident of Darwin,
having resided here for practically a lifetime”. His wife had
died in their Bennett Street residence in 1922, and Rafael
was survived by his two children, two step-children, and
several grandchildren.
Pantaleona Mary Perez (1898-1984)
Joseph’s mother, Pantaleona Mary (1898-1984) had
been born in Darwin on 27 July 1898, the only daughter
of Rafael Ponce.
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Mary worked as a secretary at Vestey’s Meatworks, and
was an excellent pianist. In July 1919 she married
Mr Rafael Perez from Spain in St Mary’s Cathedral.
Rafael and Mary lived in Wood Street; he worked as a
boathand and was noted as a bird fancier. Rafael and
Mary had seven children who all attended the Darwin
Convent School (St Joseph’s) in Cavenagh Street.
Joseph Perez (1922-1982)
John, the eldest, and Joseph were proficient on the violin,
often playing duets. John was Dux in 1935 and also took
the Presentation Cup for Music Theory, while Joseph
took the prize for Violin in 1936.
In 1938, Joseph Perez received his bookkeeping
certificate from Stott’s Business College, and he was
employed as a Clerk with the Mines Department.
The Commonwealth of Australia ‘Complete list of
evacuees from Darwin’ (1941-42) shows that Mary took
her children on the SS Zealandia on 20 December. After
the bombing raids had commenced, Rafael left Darwin on
26 February 1942, taking with him Joe (aged 19) who had
been working as a clerk.
Joe was living in Surry Hills when he volunteered for the
Australian Military Forces (number ‘N217494’).
2/45194 Sergeant Joseph Perez
Joe then enlisted in the AIF on 24 September 1942, aged
20 (Army number ‘NX134749’).
Joe’s younger brother Flying Officer Miguel Louis Perez
might have been another to serve in the post-war
Australian forces, but he was killed on 6 January 1945
during his fourth operational mission with Bomber
Command, aged 20. He was a pilot with No 207
Squadron at RAF Spilsby in Lincolnshire, the Australian
captain of Avro Lancaster Mk III bomber ‘NE168’, codenumber ‘EM-F’, during a night mission over Houffalize,
Belgium to attack German supply routes in the Belgian
Ardennes.
Joe’s older brother John served in the Second AIF in the
Northern Territory (1942-44), and then with the RAAF as
a Leading Aircraftman (1944-45). Their younger brother
Frank (Francisco Augustine) served with the 31st/51st
Australian Infantry Battalion on Bougainville, and as a
member of the garrison force on Nauru and Ocean
Islands and then at Rabaul, New Britain in 1946.
With her four older boys on war service, Mary was left
with three young children to raise (Ray, Isabel and
Margaret), and suffered badly from the climate change
and the effects of the evacuation. The Perez family
returned to Darwin in 1946.
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At the end of the war, Joe Perez joined Headquarters
34th Australian Infantry Brigade when it was formed at
Morotai on 27 October 1945.
British Commonwealth Occupation Force
Joe Perez was then part of the Australian component of
the British Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF),
arriving in Japan in February 1946.
In ‘The Clarke Review’ (“Report of the Review of
Veterans' Entitlements”, 6 January 2003), the
Honourable John Clarke QC said, “This was the first time
that Australians were involved in the military occupation
of a sovereign nation that Australia had defeated in war”.
BCOF was the joint Australian, British, Indian and New
Zealand military force in occupied Japan, from 21
February 1946 until the end of occupation in 1952. At its
peak, BCOF comprised about 40,000 personnel, equal to
about 25% of the number of US military personnel in
Japan.
For most of the occupation period Australia contributed
the majority of the BCOF’s personnel, the main
component being the 34th Infantry Brigade. They first
occupied a temporary barracks at Kaitaichi north of Kure.
As a serving member, Joe Perez kept his original service
number (‘NX134749’).
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Mrs Mary Perez died on 22 March 1984, aged 85, and
was buried in the old Palmerston Cemetery on Goyder
Road, Darwin’s ‘Pioneer Cemetery’. At the time of her
death, on 27 March 1984, the Northern Territory Chief
Minister the Hon Paul Everingham MLA, stated in
parliament: “At the date of her death, she enjoyed the
distinction of having been a Darwin resident for 86 years.
To the best of my belief, no other person can claim such
a long connection”.
Joe Perez spent most of his life in Bendigo, Victoria and
had ten children. He was buried in Bendigo Cemetery on
25 September 1982, Lawn 5E, grave 46881 (interment
number 046881).
Commemoration
In the 1960s, Darwin City Council began registering a
number of streets and parks in the suburbs of Moil and
Jingili in memory of the fallen from the Great War.
Perpetuating this tradition for WW2 deaths, on 7 April
1971 ‘Perez Street’ in Wanguri was named in memory of
the Filipino-Australian pilot Michael Perez.
This street also recalls the service of Michael’s three
brothers during and after World War 2, including
Sergeant Joe Perez, the only Filipino-Australian known to
have served with BCOF.

Corporal Perez served in Hiroshima Prefecture in
southern Honshu from February 1946 until 30 August
1948, initially at Kaitaichi and later at Hiro.

Paul A Rosenzweig

BCOF’s role was to implement the terms of the
unconditional surrender by maintaining military control
within its assigned area of responsibility, while
responsibility for exercising military government lay with
the American forces.

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger

ThanksDigger@gmail.com

Thanks Digger
THE ‘THANKS DIGGER’ FACEBOOK PAGE HAS BEEN
ESTABLISHED AS A TRIBUTE TO ALL PERSONNEL AND

When the Second AIF officially ceased to exist on 30
OTHERS WHO HAVE SERVED IN THE DEFENCE OF
June 1947, Joe Perez remained on full-time duty and was
AUSTRALIA AND AUSTRALIA’S INTERESTS.
transferred to the Interim Army. He became a member of https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger | ThanksDigger@gmail.com
the Australian Permanent Military Forces (PMF), with a
new number, ‘NP80514’.
Captions
With the establishment of the Australian Regular Army
(ARA) on 30 September 1947, Perez was given the postwar Army number ‘2/45194’. The ‘2’ prefix indicated his
original enlistment in NSW, the 2nd Military District. The
oblique stroke in post-war Regular Army numbers
continued in use until 1960.
Sergeant Joe Perez arrived in Darwin in an Avro
Lancastrian aircraft from Japan on 18 January 1949,
surprising his parents on his way to Victoria.
Terminally ill with cancer, Joe’s father Raphael left
Darwin in 1962, and passed away in his birth town near
Valencia in Spain and was buried there.

Image 1: Mrs Pantaleona Mary Perez (née Ponce,
1898-1984) with Margaret Perez, Isabel Perez and
Miguel Louis Perez who served in the RAAF during
World War 2 [image provided by Mr Mike Naylor].
Image 2: NX134749 Sergeant Joseph Perez (in
uniform) at the end of WW2, with his siblings (left to
right): Raphael Imilo (‘Rusty’) Perez, Isabel Perez, Mrs
Mary Perez (mother), Margaret Perez and Francisco
Augustine Perez (former NX181128 Private Frank
Perez) [image provided by Mr Mike Naylor].
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Image 3: An image of Mrs Mary Perez on her
headstone in Darwin’s ‘Pioneer Cemetery’.
Image 4: ‘Perez Street’ in Wanguri, named in 1971 in
memory of the Filipino-Australian pilot Miguel Louis Perez
(1924-1945).
Image 5: 2/45194 Sergeant Joseph Perez – probably
the only Filipino-Australian to have served with BCOF
[image provided by Mr Mike Naylor].
Image 6: Formation insignia of the British
Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF) 1946-52 –
first pattern insignia, comprising the Tudor Crown
(King’s Crown) of King George VI.
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DISCLAIMER The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in
this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant
that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor

ADVERTISING
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We are pleased to advise we have new
supporters of our Sub Branch:King Arthur’s Sports Bar
Kandi Kitchen
Mail’s
See Graham or Roo for further details.
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Clubhouse: Hotel Fenson
1734 San Pablo St.,
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines
President
Gary Barnes
Mobile: + 63-995-052-8994
Email: garylbarnes86@gmail.com
Vice Presidents
Chris Weeks
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149
Email: chris.weeks@hotmail.com

RSL
Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines

Scott Chambers

Mobile: +63-998-561-1744
Email: wine.guy321@yahoo.com

Secretary
Philip Salmon
Mobile: +63-999-359-2999
Email: secretary@rslangelescity.com

Treasurer
Ron Parrott
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939
Email: treasurer@rslangelescity.com

Committee/Publicity Officer
Peter Renton
Mob: +63- 0998 197 4223

Committee/Asst Treasurer
Rudolf (Roo) Schiller
Mob: + 63- 0977 653 4832
Email: rudolf54@iinet.net.au

Email: personalitypete@gmail.com

Membership Officer
David Shine
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com

Editor
Larry Smith
Mobile: +61 423-238-620
Email: tassiedevil47@gmail.com

Quartermaster
Vacant
Mobile: +63-9
Email:

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number

“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance”
Lest We Forget
Please note my new cell phone number:-

0999 359 2999

I lost my old phone before going to
hospital which means I have lost all of my
RSL contact numbers.
Philip Salmon. Hon. Secretary
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