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Hi to all our members and anyone else
around the world that takes the time to read
our monthly
newsletter. I
hope you all
had a very
Merry Xmas
and on behalf
of the
Committee, I
wish you all a
prosperous
and Happy New Year.
There was no Medical Mission conducted
in Jan, with the next one scheduled for 2 Feb
2019. Some staff and nurses from Deakin
University will again be in attendance and all
the location details are contained later in this
newsletter.
As previously mentioned a number of
times, the next consignment of Special
Wheelchairs has arrived in Subic Bay. We are
STILL going through the importation issues
(Costs) with the customs folks. As soon as
they are resolved, we will transport a number
of the wheelchairs to our clubrooms in
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Angeles City and commence the construction
and issue to a considerable back log of
children on the waiting list.
After due consideration, the Committee has
now selected the builder for the construction
of the new clubrooms and wheelchair storage
and assembly facility. He is currently in
discussion with the owners of the Fenton
Hotel to ascertain a suitable commencement
date. Avenues of external funding for this
facility are currently being vigorously pursued
by the Committee, however, this will not
delay the construction in any way.
Australia Day 2019 - The Australia Day
function for all members and their families
will be held on Sat 26th Jan, at the Fenson
Hotel. Check out all the details in the flyer
within this newsletter. Please note that as the
Fenson Hotel has an un-fenced swimming
pool, we have arranged for a qualified
Lifeguard to be in attendance for the duration
of the function.
I hope this rather very short Jan report
finds you all healthy and happy, and for those
of you that live locally, looking forward to our
Australia Day celebrations at the Fenson
Hotel. I look forward to seeing you all at some
stage in the New Year.
Regards,
Gary B
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White Cards for all eligible personnel exiting ADF
From

mid-2018,

eligible

be able to access this treatment by contacting DVA via email

personnel transitioning from the

(nlhc@dva.gov.au) or by calling 1800 555 254.

Australian Defence Force (ADF)

Eligible veterans are those who have served at least one full-

will

a

time day in the ADF and reservists with at least one day of

White Card to access mental

continuous full-time service, disaster relief service, border

health treatment without having

protection service or who have been involved in a serious

automatically

receive

to submit a claim.

service-related training accident.

Once a veteran has a White Card or letter from DVA

All mental health conditions are covered, including PTSD,

confirming their eligibility, they can show either to treatment

anxiety, sleep disorders, alcohol use disorder and substance

providers to receive treatment paid for by DVA.

dependencies. The condition does not need to be service-

Treatment

related, and it is not necessary to have a diagnosis.

providers

include

general

practitioners,

psychologists, psychiatrists, mental health social workers,

For news on accessing White Cards and Gold Cards online,

mental health occupational therapists and hospital services.

see Health Cards go digital.

Veterans should check whether their treatment provider

For more information, please call DVA on 1800 555 254

accepts DVA White Cards when making an appointment.

or email generalenquiries@dva.gov.au, or visit the DVA

Veterans have to pay for any pharmaceuticals prescribed,

website.

but are able to purchase these at a concessional rate.

Immediate assistance can also be provided by the

Veterans may also be eligible for a fortnightly payment to

Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service

help with the cost of pharmaceuticals, and will receive written

(VVCS), which provides a free and confidential 24-hour

notification from DVA if this is the case. Recently transitioned

counselling service for eligible veterans and their

ex-servicemen and women should contact DVA if their

families on 1800 011 046.

contact details have changed since leaving the ADF.
Those who have already transitioned from the ADF and do
not have a White Card for mental health treatment may still

THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS MORE APPLICABLE TO SERVIING
AND EX SERVICE MEMBERS IN AUSTRALIA Ed
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The above article was kindly researched and provide by member Paul Baker. We thank Paul for his effort, which is coincidently, provided on the
occasion of the ceremony of the 74th Anniversary of the Landing at Lingayen and subsequently, the Freedom of the Philippines. Ed
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Flight of the Connie from Desert Storm to Longreach

◄Don Hill, Mike Greig, David
Evans, Eleanor Hale from the
Australian Embassy in Kuwait, and
retired QF engineer Greg Boyce.

A 40-year quest to return an
original Qantas Super Constellation home from the desert in Kuwait has been realized, thanks to the determination of a group of pilots.
Southern Horizon was among a fleet of 16 Super “Connies” operated by Qantas in the 1950s, preceding the jet
era.
In 1956, the plane carried the Olympic flame from Athens to Melbourne, and in 1958 it operated the first
Brisbane-London service as Qantas cemented its place as an international airline.
When Boeing 707s came into service, the Super Constellations were converted to freight aircraft or sold, with
Southern Horizon eventually bought by Kuwait’s Ministry of Defence for training.
From 1976, the plane sat in the desert of Kuwait, surviving target practice and even a bombing during the Gulf
War.

◄The Southern
Horizon in its hey
day.
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Seeking to acquire “the only Qantas Connie left in the world” for the Qantas Founders Museum at Longreach in
Queensland, A380 pilots Don Hill, David Evans and Mike Greig and retired engineer Greg Boyce set out to recover
parts of Southern Horizon from its sandy grave.
After painstaking planning that took into account the threat of landmines and local wildlife, the mission was
executed over the week of November 18 while an A380 was being repainted in Dubai in preparation to carry the
salvaged parts back to Australia.
Despite help from the Australian Defence Force, the US and Kuwait air forces and the Australian embassy in
Kuwait, the self-described “aviation archaeologists” faced challenges all the way from thunderstorms and flat
batteries to scorpions. “At times it felt like the aeroplane didn’t want to come with us,” said Captain Evans. “It’s
been sitting in the desert for nearly 40 years, and it was pretty comfortable in its half-submerged state.”
It was never the intention to retrieve the whole wreckage and by Mr Hill’s assessment the parts that were
recovered amounted to about 3 per cent of the aircraft. “We just wanted to bring home some of the iconic pieces
that are mostly recognisable, especially the tip tank, and because the Connie has the triple tail fin on it, one of
the tail fin pieces,” said Mr Hill, an A380 first officer and Qantas Founders Museum director.

◄ Don Hill at work on part of
the Qantas Super
Constellation, in the desert
of Kuwait.

“But these are not small pieces. The fin is 4.5m tall by 3m wide and weighs 350kg, and the wing tip fuel tank is
nearly 6m long.”
The main cabin entry door and a section of the fuselage were also recovered but the men were out of luck with
the cockpit. “Being pilots, we wanted to get part of the flight deck, but unfortunately it took a direct hit (in the
Gulf War),” Mr Hill said.
After two days disassembling and cleaning the pieces, an RAAF C-130 lifted 700kg of them to Dubai, where they
were loaded into the belly of the freshly painted A380.
The pieces of Australian aviation heritage will be displayed at the museum from early next year.
“It’s a tactile set of pieces that help to tell the Qantas story, and when people come to the museum they’ll
actually be able to touch some of that last remaining Qantas Connie in the world,” Mr Hill said.
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JOKE OF THE MONTH
A bloke walks into a bar and the bartender says “Will
you have a drink”? The man asks for a large whiskey
which he drinks quickly, but when it comes time to
pay, he says to the bartender “No, you asked me to
drink with you”. The bartender looks at the only other
person in the bar which happened to be a lawyer. The
lawyer says “He is right, there was an offer and an
acceptance, and that is a contract”. Enraged, the bar
JOKE OF THE MONTH 2

tender kicks the freeloader out, telling him never to
come here again. A few minutes later he is back. “I
have never been in this bar before”, the bloke says.
“Well you must have a double” says the bar tender, to
which the bloke says “Why thank you, and my friend
the lawyer will have one too”.
_________________//__________________________

A young Scottish lad and lass were holding hands.
The girl looked at the boy and said “A penny for your
thoughts”. “Well, uh, I was thinkin’ perhaps it’s aboot
time for a wee kiss”. The girl blushed , and kissed him
lightly on the cheek. Minutes passed and the girl said
“Another penny for your thoughts?” “Well, uh, I was
thinking it’s no’ aboot time for a wee cuddle” The girl
leaned over and cuddled his for a few seconds. After
awhile she said “Another penny for your thoughts?”
“Well, uh, I was thinkin’ perhaps it’s aboot time you
let me put my hand on your leg”. The girl took his
hand and put it on his leg. Then the girl spoke again,
“Another penny for your thoughts?” “Well noo” he said
“my thoughts are a wee bit more serious this time”.
“Really?” said the lass in a whisper, filled with
anticipation. Then he said “Dae ye no’ think it’s aboot
time ye paid me the first three pennies.
_________________//________________________
A city bloke approaches a farmer and asks “ Would
you allow me to cross your field instead of going
around it to the train station as I am running late to
catch the 8:45am train”. That is OK, but if my bull
sees you, you may be able to catch 8:22am train”.
.
DISCLAIMER
The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter.
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or
opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor
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THE BOMBING OF DARWIN,
19 FEBRUARY 1942
Part 1: Special Constable Ricardo Conanan
Throughout 2018, the Commonwealth and Allied nations have
marked the final year of World War 1. The small Darwin population
of 1915 made a little-known contribution to the Great War: eight
Filipino-Australians were AIF volunteers, of whom six served
overseas. They were the sons of three Filipino patriarchs, called
‘Manilamen’ by the newspapers of the day.
One of these volunteers did not get to serve overseas in that war,
and he lost his life in the next – during the first bombing raids on
Darwin. But between these two wars, Ricardo Conanan held a
unique appointment, serving as a Special Constable for a police
expedition in remote Arnhem Land.
Tolentino Garcia Conanan (1858-1921)
Ricardo Conanan was the son of Tolentino Garcia Conanan, who
had first come to Thursday Island to be a diver for pearlshell,
trochus and bêche-de-mer (sea cucumber, or trepang).
Tolentino was the great-grandson of Justo Conanan and Dominga
Magallanes, both born in about 1797 in the village of Ybajay, in
Aklan province in the north of Panay Island (the town’s name was
anglicised to ‘Ibajay’ after the Americans came to Aklan in 1902).
Tolentino’s grandfather Juan Conanan was the Gobernadorcillo
(‘Provincial Governor’) of Ybajay in the 1850s, under the Spanish
system of government called Encomienda. Juan and his wife
Eugenia Gelito had six children.
Tolentino’s father, Antonio Gelito Conanan, married Gregoria
Dalisay Garcia of another large notable family from Ybajay, and
they had eight children between 1855 and 1884, including
Tolentino Garcia Conanan, born in 1858.
In about 1881, aged 23, Tolentino relocated to Thursday Island
where he worked as a diver. In 1890, he sailed to Hong Kong and
on 16 May he married Emelia Constantina Da Souza (1864-1902),
the daughter of Portuguese nationals Felipe Da Souza and Annie
(nee Da Silva) who were probably from Macau.
Tolentino and Emilia had five children: Gertrude Maria Da Souza
Conanan (born in 1891), Emelia Da Souza Conanan (1893),
Ricardo Warivin Da Souza Conanan (1894-1942), Elias Joseph Da
Souza Conanan (1896-1945) and Salvador Modeste Da Souza
Conanan (died in infancy in 1901). Meanwhile, Tolentino was
naturalised as a British subject in 1892.
Their two sons Ricardo and Elias both volunteered for the AIF
during World War 1.
After Emilia died in 1902, Tolentino took his children to Palmerston
(as Darwin was then known). He was a diver, and later a pearlshell
processor. Tolentino died in Darwin Hospital on 10 April 1921, and
was buried in the Garden Road Cemetery near the Botanic
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Gardens. His obituaries recorded that he was “well respected and
a good-living man” and “a scholar both in Spanish and English”.
Ricardo Warivin Da Souza Conanan (1894-1942)
Ricardo Conanan was born on Thursday Island on 14 August 1894,
Tolentino and Emelia’s third child and first son. In Darwin as a
young teenager, Ricardo began working as a pearlshell diver.
On 20 September 1915, ‘Cardo’ Conanan attended a recruiting
meeting at Darwin Town Hall, together with fellow FilipinoAustralians Prudencio Spain and Palencio and Martien Mateo Ga,
and they all volunteered immediately. Ricardo was enlisted on 6
October 1915, aged 21.
Ricardo was married to Lucy who was possibly Larrakia, and they
had no children.
The four Filipino-Australian lads joined the Fourth Northern
Territory Contingent of Darwin volunteers. On 7 October, a farewell
smoke social was held for this contingent, and the names of the
members were recorded on a unique commemorative silk program.
When this contingent arrived at Enoggera on 20 October, Ricardo
Conanan and Palencio Garr were attached to ‘A’ Company, 8th
Depot Battalion.
While undergoing training at Fraser’s Hill Camp, Ricardo was
discharged on 17 December 1915 as permanently medically unfit.
He suffered from sciatica and diver’s palsy as a result of being a
pearlshell diver for the preceding six years at least, a common
disability found amongst former divers in the Philippines even
today. The doctor surmised: “Possibly lying on the ground &
marching has reawakened the condition”.
Ricardo was entitled to receive the ‘Volunteer, Medically Unfit’
badge, which was a circular badge made of white metal created in
1916 for issue to those who had volunteered for the AIF but were
found to be medically unfit for active service. Possibly as many as
40,000 badges were issued; it was only for wear with civilian dress,
to allow men to show that they had volunteered.
Meanwhile his brother served overseas as 4699 Private Elias
Joseph Conanan, 26th Battalion AIF.
In July 1924, Ricardo volunteered to join a police expedition to
Arnhem Land to search for supposed survivors of the SS Douglas
Mawson which had disappeared without a trace in the Gulf of
Carpentaria in March 1923.
SS Douglas Mawson
On 21 March 1923, a cyclone had developed over the ocean east
of Cape York, and devastated the Torres Strait Islands before then
moving into the Gulf of Carpentaria until it decayed on around 2
April. In the Gulf at that time was the SS Douglas Mawson, a ketchrigged twin-screw wooden steamer owned by the Queensland
government and chartered by John Burke Ltd.
The Douglas Mawson had sailed to the mouth of the Albert River in
the Gulf and unloaded cargo for Burketown, and had then set out
on the return journey towards Thursday Island. On 29 March 1923
she was overtaken by the cyclone and was lost near Groote
Eylandt, the largest island in the Gulf of Carpentaria and the fourth
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largest island off the Australian mainland. She was carrying twelve
crewmen plus about twelve passengers including a woman with six
children.
This steamer was only involved in Queensland coastal trade, and
only operated on the eastern coast of the Gulf of Carpentaria: when
she was reported missing there was nothing to suggest that she
had been wrecked on the Northern Territory coast, so the obligation
to search for her rested solely on the Queensland government.
Searches of the eastern coast of the Gulf were made both by sea
and land parties, but without any trace being found.
In early 1924, a trader Mr Harney reported seeing, between Port
Bradshaw and Caledon Bay on the western side of the Gulf (in the
Northern Territory), a beach strewn for about a mile with wreckage
including boxes, brass tanks and timber which indicated that a large
wooden vessel had been wrecked there.
Rumours also arose of two female survivors.
Mr Harney and Mr Zakharow, manager of the Elcho Oil Company,
heard reports from Warnindhilyagwa locals on Elcho Island that
they had witnessed a vessel crash on the rocks in a rough sea. One
boy from Elcho named ‘Sambo’ said that ten persons, including a
woman and her daughter, landed from a launch, and other men
were drowned while attempting to get ashore in a whale-boat. The
survivors built two huts and gave the local Aboriginals food and
tobacco. Two (or possibly four) men reportedly left in the launch to
find a better camping site, but the launch capsized and the men
drowned. And then that night, the story was told, a party of
Aborigines murdered all of the shipwrecked men in their camp while
they were asleep and took the woman and her daughter, and held
them captive at Bradshaw’s Inlet.
Mr Zakharow claimed that he had spoken to three Aboriginals who
had seen the woman, who was pregnant and had since given birth.
The newspapers reported in July 1924: “News is difficult to obtain,
but the authorities can no longer camouflage the seriousness of the
matter. It is imperative that volunteers should be selected who will
do a fair thing”.
The Administrator, Mr Urquhart, made ‘speedy arrangements’ for
an expedition to investigate the stories that the Douglas Mawson’s
passengers had been murdered and that two women were being
held captive.
The tale was doubted however because Sambo’s report of a white
woman being held captive was uncorroborated, another report of a
half-burned lifeboat was second-hand, and the earlier tales of
murders had been proven to be completely fictitious. Nevertheless
the Administrator announced: “16 volunteers will be advertised for
in both Darwin newspapers”.
Special Constable Ricardo Conanan
There were 50 applicants for the role of Special Constable. The
newspapers in Darwin announced, “The following men have been
selected as special police to accompany the expedition in search
of supposed survivors of the Douglas Mawson”. The list of names
included Ricardo Conanan.
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Twelve temporary constables were appointed, four of them being
returned soldiers.
Ricardo Conanan was described as a “coloured fisherman and
bushman, who has been twice in the district to be visited, and
speaks the language of the aborigines”.
The expedition left Darwin on Tuesday 5 August 1924 aboard the
Contract Coastal Shipping Service auxiliary schooner Huddersfield
(with horses, fodder and equipment), under Skipper A F Swanson.
In a telegram to the Minister for Home and Territories, the
Administrator advised that the expedition was commanded by
Mounted Constable Jack Lovegrove, accompanied by Mounted
Constables Hoffman, Bridgeland (from Roper River Police Station)
and White (from Maranboy). With them were four trackers, making
a party of 20 men, plus Mr Zakharow from Elcho Island.
Huddersfield Relief Expedition
The journey took them past the Crocodile Group to Elcho Island, to
Borroloola, and then to Arnhem Bay where the party went ashore
to scout the surrounding country for the supposed survivors. Mr
Zakharow brought an Aboriginal boy from Point Bradshaw – the
party found that his original claim to have actually witnessed the
wreck, the landing of the survivors, and the murder of the males
and their burial shrouded in pieces of canvas was simply based
upon what he had heard from two other Aboriginals.
The party landed at Arnhem Bay on 3 September and made Red
Cliffs their headquarters. Mounted Constable Lovegrove led the six
best horsemen on an unsuccessful search inland. Ricardo
Conanan went with other parties which patrolled the Gulf of
Carpentaria coast and Caledon Bay, and was in a party of fourteen
which made a further futile search.
On 8 September, near Mount Alexander the party secured the help
of some local Aboriginals who, through an interpreter, told them that
the women had gone to Groote Eylandt and that the boat did not
go ashore on the mainland, but on an island. Later they said the
women were at Caledon Bay and that no child was born, but the
oldest woman brought a baby girl ashore.
On 22 September, a patrol led by Ricardo Conanan left Point
Alexander searching along the beach for a lifeboat supposedly
seen there wedged in between the rocks, without success.
A total of 329 miles were patrolled by horse and by foot in Arnhem
Land, and a number of Aboriginal camps were searched, but no
trace of any white men or women could be found, nor was there
any sign of equipment or material that might have come from the
steamer.
The claims of Mr Zakharow apparently generated considerable
amusement among the Yolngu families of Arnhem Land. The party
returned to Darwin at the end of September 1924.
It was subsequently revealed that two ladies had arrived some time
earlier at Groote Eylandt Mission Station (established at Emerald
River in 1921), and the conclusion ultimately reached was that
either Mr Harney or Mr Zakharow had misunderstood what the
Warnindhilyagwa Aboriginals were trying to tell them regarding
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these women. The statements of Sambo who related the story of
the massacre and capture were discredited.

Catalino Puerte Spain (1887-1942) who was killed while working
on the MV Neptuna, full of depth charges and ammunition.

Mounted Constable Lovegrove believed that the whole rumour of
the captive women originated from the arrival at Groote Eylandt
Mission Station the year before of the wife of the missionary priest
there, who had with her a baby girl, and another missionary named
Miss Dove.

Five Filipino-Australian waterside workers were among those killed
during the bombing. Their names are honoured on a plaque at the
Darwin City Council offices which was unveiled on 19 February
1971 by the Governor-General Sir Paul Hasluck.

The concluding remark of Mr Urquhart in his report was: “I find it
hard to resist the conclusion arrived at by the leader of the
Huddersfield expedition that the story of the capture of white
women had its origin in the arrival of the mission ladies and the
baby at Groote Island”.
The loss of the Douglas Mawson and the location of her wreck are
still one of northern Australia’s unsolved maritime mysteries.
Darwin Wharf
Between the wars, Ricardo and Elias were noted billiards and
snooker players in Darwin. Ricardo was also a noted footballer and
an accomplished accordion player, supporting the Filipino String
Band and the Cubillo Brothers Rondalla Orchestra.
By 1926, Lucy Conanan was recorded as working in Darwin as a
laundress, aged 30. Effective from 1 July 1928, the North Australia
Commission granted her a perpetual lease in the suburban area of
the Town of Darwin.
Ricardo was subsequently employed as a wharf labourer by the
mercantile trading firm Burns, Philp & Co Ltd, together with his
brother Elias and several other Filipinos including John Cubillo and
Dominic Domingo. Ahead of an anticipated Japanese attack, Lucy
Conanan was evacuated to South Australia; she died in Adelaide
on 13 April 1944, aged 48, and was buried in West Terrace
Cemetery.
By 1942, Port Darwin had become a vitally important staging point
for ship convoys, and since the start of the year there had been
eighteen registered gangs working on the wharf, of fourteen
members each. By February there were usually three shifts of six
gangs working around the clock. At this time, Ricardo was about 47
years old and was living in Cavanagh Street.
On the morning of 19 February 1942, Ricardo was with a gang
unloading the cargo ship SS Barossa of the Adelaide Steamship
Company Ltd, moored on the inner berth of the wharf. Conanan
was killed during Commander Mitsuo Fuchida’s first air raid on
Darwin, in a direct hit from a stick of three bombs from an Aichi
Type 99 carrier bomber in the first high level attack.
He had just knocked off to take smoko at the recreation hut when
he saw the Japanese planes and heard the bombs falling. ‘Goodbye boys,’ he shouted. ‘I’ll see you in the next world.’ Seconds later
he was dead.
This was a double tragedy for the family: Gertrude Spain (née
Conanan) lost her brother Ricardo that day, as well as her husband

Lest we Forget

Paul A Rosenzweig
ThanksDigger@gmail.com
More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger

Thanks Digger
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established as a
tribute to all personnel and others who have served in the defence
of Australia and Australia’s interests.
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger | ThanksDigger@gmail.com

Captions
Image 1: This commemorative silk program listed the
members of the Fourth Northern Territory Contingent of
1915, which included four Filipino-Australians.
Image 2: Ricardo Conanan (left) with his friend Maxie,
taken at the Family Home in the ‘Police Paddock’, possibly
in 1924 after they were appointed as Special Constables.
Image 3: This mural is part of a Wharf Memorial which
was unveiled on the 70th anniversary of the Bombing
of Darwin in 2012.
Image 4: This part of the Wharf Memorial, unveiled in 2012,
specifically commemorates the waterside workers killed on
the wharf on 19 February 1942, including Ricardo Conanan.
Image 5: This plaque at the Darwin City Council offices,
unveiled on 19 February 1971, includes the names of
Ricardo Conanan and four fellow Filipino-Australian
waterside workers killed on 19 February 1942.
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SPECIAL NOTE
Our ever overworked Honorable Secretary, Philip Salmon is well under the weather at the
moment. So much so that he is unable to put together our much looked forward to Australia
Day report.
Other committee members are flat out attending to new year administrative tasks, one member
quite ill in Australia, which leaves us unable to put together a report at this late part of the
month. We wish Philip and David Shine a swift recovery.
So, sorry readers, we will put the report in our February newsletter, all going well.
Regards.
Larry Editor
___________________________//______________________________//__________________
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Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number

“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance”
Lest We Forget
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Returned & Services League of Australia
Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines

MINUTES OF MONTHLY
GENERAL MEETING HELD
15th JANUARY 2019
Call to order: at 1405hrs
The doorman placed the “do not enter” sign on the door.
The members were asked to turn off all phones recorders etc.
The doorman to handed the attendance register to the secretary.
The secretary confirmed we had a quorum.
Before the silent tribute, President Gary asked the members to give thought to David Shine who is in
Australia undergoing treatment and also to Letty, Ron Parrott’s partner, who is due for an operation
later in the day.
Ode to the fallen Recited by President Gary Barnes
Attendance 12 as registered.
Visitor/s: None present.
New members/transfers: None present.
Apologies: David Shine, Peter Renton, Kim Fairleigh, Ron Parrott
President Gary Barnes:The President asked the members to keep the meeting as short as possible as the committee
have arranged a meeting with the Hotel Fenton’s management to make final arrangements for
the Australia Day function.
He also reminded the members that there will be no general meeting in February.
The President will attend an Australia Day function at the Embassy on Thu 24th Jan. He recently
met with WO1 Craig Cutts and was introduced to his replacement WO1 Peter McGarry. He is
planning to meet the new DA at the Embassy function. His name is GPCAPT Ian Gould. It is
expected the next ambassador to the Philippines will attend as well, and it is assumed it will be
Steve Robinson, as announced by the Australian Government late last year.
The President advised the members of the following that was discussed at the last committee
meeting:•

Construction of the new rooms. The builder has been asked to attend a meeting with the
Hotel Fenson to discuss timing, permits etc. Laminated plans will be available for inspection in
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the bar. The President advised he has applied for funding for the project but as we are not in
Victoria, the request was denied. He is now preparing a detailed request that will be sent to
the State Branch along with a set of the working drawings.
The Hotel Fenson has secured the services of a lifeguard for Australia Day.
A draft design has been prepared for Anniversary tee shirts. We will discuss in general
business.
A suggestion has been made for an official dinner for our anniversary, expressions of interest
will be sought in general business.
The RSL is no longer involved with the animal welfare program. Bill Hall will continue work in
that area as an individual.

Secretary:As usual, the secretary included the minutes in the newsletter.
Motion: The minutes of the general meeting held 18th December 2018, be accepted as a true
and accurate record.
MOVED Philip Salmon

SECONDED Steve Innes

CARRIED

Matters arising from minutes:Kevin Coillet raised a concern that some newsletters were not on our web site. Secretary has
asked our webmaster to attend to the problem, all issues are now on the site.
Outward Correspondence:ABMC

Asking permission to use Clark Cemetery for ANZAC Day.

Treasurer’s report:Treasurer Ron Parrott is in Australia but did manage to send a report. A summary of the report
was read by President Gary.
Motion: The summary of the treasurer’s report presented by President Gary be accepted as read.
MOVED Philip Salmon SECONDED Chris Weeks CARRIED
Welfare report:Kim Fairleigh (welfare officer) was not in attendance. Gary gave a very brief account the
problems Letty (Rons partner) encountered at San Raphael Hospital obtaining blood. The
problem was overcome as her son donated blood so her operation could go ahead.
NOTE: There is a need for a volunteer to take on the control of the blood bank.
Medical Mission:The next medical mission will be held on the 2nd February, mud maps are available from the
secretary and will be in the newsletter. The Deakin University nurses will be in attendance.
Membership report: VP Chris advised that we currently have 106 financial members.
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General Business:• Anniversary Tee Shirts:Very long debate on the two suggestions for design were handed out. VP Chris Weeks summarized and
moved the following motion.
Motion: The anniversary shirts are to have the Tri-Service badge on one side, the Angeles RSL logo on the
other, the 25th emblem on both upper sleeves and two pockets with date embroidery on the turnover.
MOVED Chris Weeks

SECONDED Scott Chambers

CARRIED

•

Anniversary Dinner:General debate on the venue for the proposed function. Steve Innes feels that Mother India may be too
small. Various suggestions were mentioned, however, it was decided to put it on the agenda for the next
committee meeting.

•

Australia Day:We are still looking for prizes for the raffle. Scott confirmed he is donating 10 small roast lambs. A check on
membership will be made at the entry financial or non-financial. (Note: the committee is meeting with the
Fenson management after the general meeting to finalise details for the day).

•

Lingayen Gulf Memorial Service:James Curtis-Smith, on behalf of those members that attended, gave a brief outline on the landing at
Lingayen Gulf anniversary, the service and wreath laying. Concerns about the timing of the invites, in that
here was again very little notice, were expressed. Peter Renton requested on behalf of the President that
future invitations are sent earlier.

•

Gary Maher:Gary wondered if the Hotel Fenson could contribute to the building of the new clubrooms facility. The
President explained that as we currently (and have done since we moved into these premises) get free
power and pay no rent, then it would be in-appropriate to do so.

•

Bill Hall:Bill has a contact that has asked for some form of help. The person is unknown and is not a member of the
Sub Branch. Bill was directed elsewhere.

•

Roo Schiller:Roo mention the raffles at Envy and that the “ANZAC SPIRIT” coin collection will be auctioned during the
Manny Pacquiao fight this coming Sun, 20th Jan 2019.

•

Scott Chambers
Scott has arranged for two helpers to assist with the sausage sizzle on Australia Day.

•

Graham Crispin:Graham advised the wheelchairs are still in Subic Freeport. We are still waiting for a quote/explanation of
fees etc from the agents. The President is looking at another avenue to hurry up the procedure.

The raffle was drawn, No 1 Bill Hall. (Lucky Bill)
BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING WAS CLOSED AT 1520 HRS
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