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 President Gary and his committee would 

like to wish all members and their families a 

Very Merry Christmas 2018. 
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December 

2018 

      Hi to all our 

members and 

anyone else around 

the world that 

takes the time to 

read our monthly newsletter. Let me take this 

opportunity, on behalf of the Committee, to 

wish you all a very Merry Xmas and a Happy 

New Year.       

     The Medical Mission for Dec was held in 

the vicinity of the "Piggery" in Agnes Street, 

Balibago. A large number of members of the 

Hong Kong Pot Bellied Pigs Rugby Football 

Club, along with some of their family 

members, were in attendance and funded the 

medicines for the Mission. Thanks guys, your 

continued superb support is very much 

appreciated by the AC RSL Sub-Branch, and in 

particular, the local children.  

I would also like to thank the Management 

and staff from ENVY Bistro Sports Suites for 

attending on the day. A total of 670 children 

received medicines and one standard wheel 

chair was issued. Those in attendance then 

enjoyed a meal of roast pig in the piggery with 

the compliments of our dear friend, Tony 

Mamac. Thank you Tony. 

    As previously mentioned, the next 

consignment of Special Wheelchairs has 

arrived in Subic Bay. The container is currently 

on dry land and in storage while we sort out 

the customs and other associated costs prior 

to the transportation of a number of the 

wheelchairs to our clubrooms in Angeles City.    

      We now have the final quote for the 

construction of the new clubrooms and 

wheelchair storage and assembly facility, 

which, along with the first quote, will be 

considered by the Committee in Jan 2019.      

           Our Membership Officer, Dave Shine, 

has been unable to return to PI due to some 

scheduled medical procedures, which may 

even see him away till early in the New Year.  

We wish Dave good luck with those 

procedures, our thoughts are with you during 

this time. Fortunately, in the interim, Paul 

Rigby as stepped up and volunteered to fill in 

for Dave until he returns. Welcome Paul and 

thank you for assuming this important 

position. 

      Presidents Xmas drinks were held on Tues 

18th Dec, at the Fenson Hotel after the Dec 

monthly meeting. A reasonably good turnout 

of members enjoyed some fine Xmas spirit.  

     Australia Day 2019 - An Australia Day 

function for all members and their families 

will be held on Sat 26th Jan, at the Fenson 

President’s Report 
By: Gary Barnes – Sub-Branch President 
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Hotel. Check out all the details in the flyer 

within this newsletter. 

      There are a few folks that I would like to 

thank in this edition:  

• Mother India Restaurant - for your 

continued support to our raffles and 

financial support for our Medical 

Missions.  

• Site Skills Clark - for your donation of 

children's books that will be delivered 

by me to the Duyan ni Maria orphanage 

ASAP. 

• EASY DNA and Staff from ENVY - for 

your generous donation of P10k from 

each group. 

• George Psomas of Premier Outsource 

Partners - for the donation of a wheel 

chair and crutches.  

• Joseph of Orange Cafe - who kindly 

went out to Clark to pick up both the 

above items and deliver them to our 

clubrooms at the Fenson Hotel. 

Thank you all most sincerely for your 

continued support and generosity. 

     And on a final note, sadly we have had two 

members pass away since the last Newsletter. 

For those of you who don't know, Doug 

Errington, a former Angeles City RSL Sub-

Branch President, passed away on 29th Nov, 

and another former member, Phillip Terrell, 

passed away on the 13th Dec. RIP. 

   I hope this rather very short Dec report finds 

you all healthy and happy, having enjoyed a 

wonderful Xmas, and looking forward to all 

your New Year wishes/desires coming to 

fruition. I look forward to seeing you all in the 

New Year. 

Regards, Gary B  

 

OUR ADVERTISING POLICY 

Advertising in this newsletter is designed to provide 
free advertising to our supporters. 

Placement within the newsletter depends on space 
availability and no advert takes priority, purely on 
space. 

The editor uses adverts to fill a page where otherwise 
a space would appear. 

Some adverts are larger than others, but that is how 
they were provided to us. 

An example of this is here: 

 

 

This space now has been filled.
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FILIPINO AIF VOLUNTEERS:  
IN THE TRADITION OF JOSÉ RIZAL  

Part 12  :  National Commemoration 

This year we have marked the centenary of Armistice Day, and we 
have also honoured the 120th anniversary of the Proclamation of 
Independence of the Filipino nation. This series of papers has 
revealed that, among the 13 million dead from the Great War, 
including 62,000 Australians, there were two Filipino-Australians 
from Darwin.  

The brothers Matthew and William Garr can be seen as having 
followed the path of the Filipino national hero Dr José Rizal in 
having their years cut unreasonably short, finding their own form of 
martyrdom as soldiers in the Australian Imperial Force.  

3051 Private William Gar (1891-1916) 

William Ga was the first Filipino from Darwin to volunteer, serving 
with the 4th Pioneer Battalion AIF under the surname ‘Gar’. He was 
killed by a high explosive shell on the Somme east of Albert on 
30 November 1916, aged 25, and his grave may be found in the 
Longueval Road Cemetery in France. 

428 Private Matthew Garr (1889-1917) 

Martien Mateo Ga served with the 47th Battalion AIF under the 
name ‘Matthew Garr’. He was killed in action on the Ypres Salient 
in Flanders on 29 September 1917, aged 28. After the war his grave 
was never identified, so his name has been commemorated at the 
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial in Belgium. 

Commemoration 

In Darwin, the memory of Matthew and William Garr is honoured by 
the Darwin Soldiers’ Monument (unveiled in 1921) and ‘Garr Street’ 
(named in 1968). 

They have also been commemorated at the national level: their 
names are listed in the Rolls of Honour at the Australian War 
Memorial in Canberra – panels 174 and 143 respectively.   

And during this entire Centenary period (2014 to 2018), their names 
have been projected several times onto the façade of the Hall of 
Memory at the Australian War Memorial. These projections are 
continuing, and William and Matthew Garr will each have their 
name projected on four occasions during 2019. 

Family connections 

In his final farewell written on the eve of his execution, Mi Último 
Adios, Rizal asked for prayers – a request which might also have 
been applicable to Darwin’s families: “Pray, thee, for all the hapless 
who have died; For all those who unequalled torments have 
undergone; For our poor mothers who in bitterness have cried”. 

The third observance of ‘Anzac Day’ was held in Darwin on 25 April 
1918, with a memorial service to the fallen at Christ Church. This 
was the first occasion the Garr family and Top End community 
mourned the loss of both William and Matthew on active service.  

Matthew Garr is survived today by a number of descendants, 
through his only child Mary Ann. While Matthew was overseas, 

young Mary Anne had been raised at the Bathurst Island Mission 
by Matthew’s elder sister Mary Elizabeth Ga, who later married 
Alfonso Albolero (1863-1958) from Manila. They had no children, 
but instead raised Matthew’s daughter as their own.  

In due course, Mary Ann became Mrs Mary Cigobia, the wife of 
Estiphan (‘Stephen’) Cigobia, a labourer from the Philippines, and 
they had six children. Mary died at Darwin Hospital on 7 April 1939 
however, aged 25, and her young children were adopted by Mary 
and Alfonso Albolero.  

Through his grandchildren and their many descendants living in 
Australia today, Matthew Garr has not wholly died.   

Philippine connections 

Matthew and William’s father Carlos Ga (1855-1931) was a sailor 
and diver from the Dinagat Islands at the northeastern tip of 
Mindanao, north of Surigao Del Norte.  

Carlos had made his way to the small island of Waiben in the Torres 
Strait in about 1870, at the age of 16 (this island was annexed by 
Queensland on 19 July 1877 and renamed ‘Thursday Island’). 
Carlos later went to Port Darwin where he was a pearlshell diver.  

A century and a half later, Lieutenant-Colonel Ferdinand Rey Ga of 
the Philippine Army made an official duty visit to Canberra in 2016. 
His grandfather was Ricardo Ga from the Dinagat Islands, who had 
six brothers. It is known that Ricardo Ga certainly lived in Dinagat 
until 1900.  

The Dinagat Province website states that the original pioneer 
families of the municipality of Dinagat – which was formally 
established as a pueblo in 1855 – were the Ventura, Ecunar, 
Gealogo and Ga families.  

Most certainly Ricardo and Carlos Ga were closely related – and it 
is highly likely that their ancestors were from the original family or 
families which had settled in Dinagat prior to 1825. 

During his visit, Lieutenant-Colonel Ga called at the Australian War 
Memorial and placed poppies on the Rolls of Honour in memory of 
428 Private Matthew Garr (panel 143, 47th Battalion AIF) and 3051 
Private William Gar (panel 174, 4th Pioneer Battalion AIF). 

This family and military connection prompted further research. 
Through an agent in Dinagat, Lieutenant-Colonel Ga discovered a 
hand-written baptismal certificate in old Spanish language, 
revealing previously unknown details – that Carlos Ga was born on 
21 October 1855, and was baptised on 24 November 1855.  

The registry records show that Carlos had one brother, Florencio 
Ga (probably born before 1855), and three younger sisters Vicenta, 
Orgea and Encarnacion. This certificate also confirms that Carlos 
Ga’s father was named Fulgencio Ga (this name is consistent in all 
other records of his siblings’ birth and marriage documents), and 
his mother was ‘Maria Germa’ (or alternately ‘Estela Germa’ and 
‘Estela Erma’). 

What is highly likely, is that Carlos Ga and Ricardo Ga shared an 
ancestral line in Dinagat dating back to the early 19th century, and 
potentially prior to the Spanish occupation. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Ga has said: “I truly felt honored and proud that 
a distant relative of mine served with glory and distinction during 
the First World War. It was also very comforting that their sacrifices 
were given due recognition by the Australian government with the 
Darwin City Council naming a street for their honor”.  

Non Omnis Moriar 

José Rizal was executed on the morning of 30 December 1896, by 
an 8-man firing squad of Filipino riflemen from the 70th Infantry 
Regiment (‘Magallanes’). This became a defining moment for the 
archipelago which would ultimately become the Republic of the 
Philippines, propelling Rizal to martyr and later national hero status.  

Today, José Rizal continues to be commemorated by the motto 
Non Omnis Moriar (‘I shall not wholly die’), and this motto has been 
adopted today by the fraternal order that bears his name – The 
Order of the Knights of Rizal.  

This phrase is drawn from a poem by Quintus Horatius Flaccus 
(‘Horace’) contained in his ode Carmina 3.30: Non omnis moriar 
multaque pars mei vitabit Libitinam – “I shall not wholly die, and a 
greater part of me will evade Libitina” [the Goddess of Death].  

Rizal is recalled throughout the Philippines today by a province 
named in his honour, on currency, and by statues and streets in 
almost every major centre. Visiting dignitaries lay a wreath at the 
Rizal Monument in Luneta Park at the commencement of their 
formal engagements, and the variants ‘Rizaleo’ or ‘Rizalea’ are 
common names. 

The same motto could readily be applied to the Garr brothers from 
Darwin: although they are no longer with us, they have not wholly 
faded into obscurity. Instead, their memory has lived beyond death 
through memorials and their descendants. Their mortal lives may 
have passed but they have ‘not altogether died’. 

Conclusion 

As the centenary of the Great War concludes, we can look back on 
the ceremonies, and the contingents of descendants who made 
pilgrimages overseas, and those who have researched and spoken 
of Anzac legend and mythology. 

But it is important also to remember that the Darwin Filipino 
community contributed six sons for active service overseas during 
the Great War: one ‘Manilaman’ alone gave up all four of his sons 
as volunteers.  

And, like Rizal two decades earlier, two of these Territorians had 
their lives cut unreasonably short. William and Matthew Garr have 
not wholly died however, and their names are recalled today by a 
headstone, a memorial, the national Roll of Honour, a cenotaph, a 
street and online commemorative sites.  

The sacrifice of these Fil-Anzacs – Top End Filipino-Australians 
who served in the Rizalian tradition, under the Slouch Hat and 
Rising Sun – should be remembered.   

Lest we Forget 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been  

established as a tribute to all Australian Service  

personnel and others who have served in the d 

efence of Australia and Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger |  ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

 

Captions 

Image 1: The name of 3051 Private William Gar (1891-
1916), the first Filipino from Darwin to volunteer in the AIF, is 
listed on the Roll of Honour at the Australian War Memorial 
on panel 174 under the 4th Pioneer Battalion AIF (he is 
correctly listed as ‘Gar’). 

Image 2:  Lieutenant-Colonel Ferdinand Rey Ga of the 
Philippine Army, a descendant of a pioneer Ga family from 
Dinagat, Surigao Del Norte, during his visit to the Australian 
War Memorial. 

Image 3:  Lieutenant-Colonel Ga indicating the name of 428 
Private Matthew Garr (Martien Mateo Ga, 1889-1917) on the 
Roll of Honour on panel 143 under the 47th Battalion AIF. 

Image 4: These 1 Peso coins, bearing the effigy of the 
Filipino national hero Dr José Rizal, honour the centenary of 
the enlistment and deaths of Private William Gar (1891-
1916) and Private Matthew Garr (1889-1917). 

 

 

 

mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
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A TRIBUTE TO THE 41ST PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, GEORGE HERBERT WALKER 
BUSH, WHO PASSED AWAY ON   30TH NOVEMBER  2018, AGED 94  

 

George H. Bush Narrowly Escaped Being Executed And Eaten By The Japanese in WWII 

  

 

 

◄Left: George H W 

Bush in his TBM 

Avenger on the USS 

San Jacinto in 1944, 

Right: Tachibana 

prepares to sign 

documents 

surrendering the 

Bonin Islands 

  

 

In September 1944, the USS Finback submarine surfaced a few miles off the coast of Chichi Jima, an island 

some 700 miles South of Tokyo. Its periscope had popped above the water and spotted the man they were there 

to save. He, however, first thought the sub was a hallucination. 

Lt. George H. W. Bush (a man who, in forty-odd 

years, would be president of the United States), was 

delirious, bleeding, vomiting off the side of his small 

life raft, and lucky. 

Of the more than 100 American pilots that were shot 

down during the raids over the Bonin (Ogasawara) 

Islands preceding the storied landings on places like 

Iwo Jima, Bush was only one of three airmen that 

were rescued. Scores of others perished with their 

aircraft or died in the cold waters. 

The most unfortunate of all were those that flew in the 

September 3rd 1944 bombing raid with Bush, were 

shot down and captured by the Japanese soldiers 

stationed on Chichi Jima. There were nine, in total, 

and only one survived. The others disappeared, their 

files sealed by the U.S. government until decades 

later. 

The horrific fate of these aviators was virtually 

unknown past the war trials after World War II until 

James Bradley, author of “Flags of Our Fathers,” 

investigated the now unsealed files, found living eye-

witnesses, and published the book “Flyboys: A True 

Story of Courage,” in 2003. 

Even Bush didn’t know the fate of his comrades until 

Bradley delivered the news. The former president 

shook his head in silence. 

https://www.warhistoryonline.com/
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◄Being rescued by the submarine USS Finback. 

 

To be straight-forward, the men were beaten, tortured, beheaded and 

eaten. 

Chichi Jima was of great strategic importance to the Japanese war effort. It 

held more than 25,000 troops, gunboats, a seaplane base, and relayed 

vital intelligence and communications via the two radio stations atop its two 

mountains. Hence, the multiple Allied bombing raids on it as the American 

forces closed in the on the Japanese Empire. 

Much of the information Bradley found on the dark incidents in this place 

was in the documents covering the 1947 war trial of General Yoshio 

Tachibana and his subordinate officers stationed on Chichi Jima. 

Tachibana was a notorious sadist and alcoholic. 

 

 

◄Map of Chichijima, Anijima and Otoutojima. 

The U.S. Navy had also effectively cut off supply lines to this island and the 

soldiers on it were bordering on starvation. 

 

 

◄General Yoshio Tachibana preparing 

to sign papers surrendering the Bonin 

Islands. 

 

To give fair warning, the events to be 

described here are quite graphic, so please 

proceed with this in mind. 

During the trials, there were many first-

hand accounts from Japanese soldiers and 

even a medical orderly who helped the 

surgeon, Dr. Teraki, prepare the dead 

soldiers for feasts held by the officers. 

It was Tachibana who ordered the 

execution of all eight captured American 

airmen on that island. Many were clubbed 

and bayonetted, as well. A Japanese 

soldier, identified in the trial documents as 

Iwakawa, recalled when radio operator Marve Mershon was kneeled over a freshly dug grave and beheaded. 

The day after that execution, Major Sueo Matoba ordered a feast for his fellow officers on the islands. The menu 

included both sake and dead Americans. According to the U.K. paper The Telegraph, in an article about the incident 
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and Bradley’s retelling, the medical orderly assisting the surgeon stated, “Dr. Teraki cut open the chest and took out the 

liver. I removed a piece of flesh from the flyer’s thigh, weighing about six pounds and measuring four inches wide, 

about a foot long.” 

In testimony from Admiral Kinizo Mori, one of the “delicacies” that Matoba brought to the feast was the liver of crewman 

Floyd Hall, which Matoba had cooked with soy sauce and vegetables and which the officers ate in small pieces. 

Two other airmen were reportedly cannibalized, the other four only executed, with at least one clubbed to death. 

 

◄Bush with President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

 

Bradley, in his book, contextualizes the brutality of these events 

with an explanation of Japanese atrocities against the Chinese 

and other people they conquered and captured, as well as 

American atrocities against people like the Filipinos after the 

Spanish-American War and the conquest of the Native 

Americans. 

He explains that what leads up to such horrifying spectacles is 

a strong belief, an indoctrination in cultural superiority and a 

total disregard for others as those indoctrinated spread their 

might through those other nations and people. 

 

The events on Chichi Jima were not at all an isolated 

incident. There are many accounts of Japanese soldiers 

turning to cannibalism of prisoners as Allied ships began 

to cut off their supply lines in the later years of the war. 

The military/veteran history blog Together We Served 

quotes Japanese historian Yuki Tanaka as claiming that 

“cannibalism was often a systematic activity conducted by 

whole squads and under the command of officers.” 

At the 1947 trials, which took place on Guam, 30 

Japanese officers and soldiers were charged in the killing 

of the eight airmen. However, there was nothing in 

international law that dealt with cannibalism, so the 

additional charge against the officers was one of 

“prevention of honorable burial.” These five officers were 

found guilty and hanged: Maj. Matoba, Gen. Tachibana, 

Adm. Mori, Capt. Yoshii, and Dr. Teraki. 

 

 

These are the eight American airmen who were killed on 

Chichi Jima: Navy Aviation Radioman Jimmy Dye, from 

Mount Ephraim, New Jersey, Navy Pilot Floyd Hall from 

Sedalia, Missouri, Navy Pilot Warren Hindenlang of 

Foxboro, Massachusetts, Navy Aviation Gunner Glenn 

Frazier from Athol, Kansas, Navy Aviation Radioman 

Marve Mershon from Los Angeles, California, Marine Pilot 

Warren Earl Vaughn from Childress, Texas, Navy 

Aviation Radioman Dick Woellhof from Clay Center, 

Kansas, and Aviation Gunner Grady York from 

Jacksonville, Florida. 

The lone American who survived the gruesome time was 

Navy Pilot William L. Connell of Seattle, Washington. In 

2012, at the age of 88, Connell went parachuting for the 

first time since the day he jumped from his plane and 

landed in Japanese custody. 
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Editor’s note:  In our November newsletter, Paul provided us with his first article and promised to have his second one 
ready for this newsletter. He has fulfilled that commitment. We thank him for his efforts. 

Interestingly, I have read a book about this group working in Mindanao. It was a borrowed book and I forget the title. 
Having spent around 14 years on and off in a 20 year period in Mindanao, it was an interesting read for me. I have been to 
many places mentioned in this article. Of particular interest in the book was the efforts of Colonel Wendell Fertig, who was 
in fact a civil engineer. Being re-supplied by submarine, running the gauntlet of Japanese gunboats and even getting up 
river from Butuan to Esperanza via the Agusan River seems to me to be exceptional. 
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   HUMOUR……..After a local charity meeting, Joyce 
couldn’t find her car keys. They weren’t in her 
pockets. Suddenly she realised she must have 
left them in the car. Frantically, she headed for 
the parking lot. Her family had scolded her so 
many times for leaving the keys in the car’s 
ignition. They were afraid that the car would be 
stolen.  

As Joyce looked around the vacant parking lot, 
she realised everyone was right. The parking lot 
was empty. She immediately called the police 
station and gave them her location, confessed 
that she had left the keys in the car, and that it 
had been stolen. 

Then she made the most difficult call of all, to her 
husband, “I left my keys in the car and it’s been 
stolen”. There was a moment of silence. Joyce 
thought the call had been disconnected, but then 
she heard his voice. “Are you kidding me?”  he 
barked, “I dropped you off”.  

Then it was Joyce’s turn to be silent. 
Embarrassed, she said, “Well can you come and 
get me?”. He retorted “I will, as soon as I can 
convince this cop that I didn’t steal your car”. 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. 
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or 

opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 
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Barbarino’s Pub & Restaurant is located at 

Zeppelin Street and offer a great menu along 
with cold (very cold) beers. For more 
information, check them out on their 
Facebook page. 
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Hotel Fenson 

1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

President 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: + 63-995-052-8994 
Email:   garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

Vice Presidents 

Chris Weeks 
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149 
Email:   chris.weeks@hotmail.com 

Scott Chambers 
Mobile: +63-998-561-1744 
Email:  wine.guy321@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

Philip Salmon 
Mobile: +63-9287424628 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Committee/Publicity Officer 

Peter Renton 
Mob: +63- 0998 197 4223 
Email: personalitypete@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Ron Parrott 
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Committee/Asst Treasurer                                      

Rudolf (Roo) Schiller                                                                                                                                
Mob: + 63- 0977 653 4832 
Email: rudolf54@iinet.net.au 
 

Membership Officer                               Editor                        

David Shine                                                               Larry Smith 
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168                                   Mobile: +61 423-238-620 
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com                  Email: tassiedevil47@gmail.com 

 

Quartermaster                                       
  Vacant                                                                                            
Mobile: +63-9                                                                                              

Email: 

 

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 
Lest We Forget 
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Returned & Services League of Australia 

Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines  

MINUTES OF MONTHLY 
   GENERAL MEETING HELD  

                            18th DECEMBER 2018 

Call to order: at 1409 hrs 

The doorman placed the “do not enter” sign on the door. 

The members were asked to turn off all phones, recorders etc. 

The doorman handed the attendance register to the secretary. 

The secretary confirmed we had a quorum.   

Before reciting the ode, President Gary asked the members to think and remember two fallen comrades: 
Former Angeles Sub Branch President Doug Errington and Philip Terrell. In addition, he asked the 
members to spare a thought for committee member David Shine who is receiving medical treatment in 
Australia. 
 
Ode to the fallen Recited by President Gary Barnes 

Attendance 18 as registered (including visitor). 
 
Visitor/s: Norm Weston.  
 
New members/transfers: None present.  
  
Apologies: Peter Renton, Bob Barnes, David Shine, Scott Chambers. 
 
President Gary Barnes:- 
President Gary read what the secretary had put on the agenda (In bold font)  
 
GARY: ask the members to keep the meeting short as it is President’s drinks day. 
 
Secretary:- 

The Secretary asked if the members had read the minutes of the previous meeting that were in 
the last newsletter. 
 
Motion: The minutes of the general meeting held on 20th November 2018, be accepted as a true 
and accurate record. 
 

 MOVED: Philip Salmon SECONDED: Chris Weeks  CARRIED 
 
Matters arising from minutes:- 
 No matters raised. 
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Inward/outwards correspondence:-  
 Chinabank   Requesting donation for Australia Day Raffle. 
  
Treasurer’s report:- 
 As usual, Ron presented a detailed report.  
 

Kevin Coillet question an amount (135K) shown as miscellaneous expenses. Ron advised it was a 
wheelchair expense (transportation cost for the container) and needed to be correctly registered.  
He undertook to rectify ASAP. 

 
Motion: The Treasurer’s report be accepted as read and tabled with the amendment as shown 
above. 
 
MOVED: Ron Parrott     SECONDED: Roo Schiller  CARRIED 
 

Medical Mission:- 
No Medical Mission will be conducted in January, the next mission will be in February. (Note: the 
nurses from Deakin University will attend and help) VP Chris asked that a mud map be produced 
for the Deakin driver. 
 
670 children attended the December mission held in Agnes Street. The Hong Kong Pot Belly Pigs 
Rugby Football Club (Fat Boys) financed the mission and were actively involved. In addition, 
management and girls from Envy attended. After the mission, several members and the Fat Boys 
attended the Duyan ni Maria Orphanage and handed out various medicines. 
 

Membership report: - 
David Shine is in Australia, no membership report was available. Paul Rigby has volunteered to 
take over membership until David returns. 

 
General Business:- 

• President Gary advised that we have received a donation of children’s book and gave thanks to 

Site Skills based in Clark Freeport Zone. 

 
• The President and a number of the Committee attended a presentation at Envy Bistro Sports 

Suites last Sunday (15th Dec) and received a donation totalling 20,000 Php, 10K from Envy staff 

and 10K from Easy DNA.  

 
• Graham Crispin has received a wheelchair and crutches kindly donated by George Psomas 

(Premier Outdoor Partners). 

 

• Kevin Coillet advised that the November newsletter was not available on our web page. Secretary 

to ask the webmaster to attended to the problem. 

 

• New meeting room & storage area: The plans have been revised as per Hotel Fenson’s 

requirements but that does not affect stage one. A detailed estimate for stage one has been 

prepared by Ric Balatbat (Engineer/builder). This will be on the agenda for the committee 
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meeting in January. Copy of the estimate has been sent to each committee member to study 

prior to the January meeting. 

 
• Australia Day: Entertainment has been booked, the duo that played for us on Vietnam Veterans 

Day will be in attendance. We need prizes for the raffle, members were asked to help to provide 

prizes. 

 
• ANZAC Day 2019:  Planning will start early in the New Year. 2019 will be the 25th anniversary 

of our Sub Branch. We received our charter from the National Body ANZAC Day 1994. We are 

considering special anniversary shirts and possibly a dinner dance to celebrate. 

 
Before closing the meeting, President Gary wished everyone a safe and happy Christmas and New Year. 
 

 
The raffle was drawn, No 14 Kevin Coillet. (Lucky KC)  

  
 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING WAS CLOSED AT 1439 HRS 
 

The afternoon continued with Presidents Christmas Drinks, poolside at the Hotel Fenson. 
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Having enjoyed a great Christmas, President Gary and his 
committee wish members and other readers a very safe and 

prosperous 
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