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      Hi to all our 

members and 

anyone else 

around the world 

that takes the time to read our monthly 

newsletter.  

     There was no Medical Mission this month, 

however, the 8th Dec has been locked down 

for our next one. It will be held at "the 

Piggery" and will be attended by members of 

the Hong Kong Fat Boys Rugby Club. More 

details later in this newsletter. 

     The Remembrance Day Ceremony on Sun 

11 th Nov, significantly marking the Centenary 

of the end of World War One this year, was 

conducted at the Clark Veterans Cemetery by 

the USA VFW Post 2485 in Co-operation with 

the American Battle Monument Commission.  

Approximately four hundred people attended 

the ceremony and we had an excellent turn 

out of RSL Angeles City Sub-Branch members.  

More details in the November GM minutes. 

     The new 2019 Australia Day T shirts are 

currently being manufactured and will be on 

sale soon. A BIG thank you to Committee 

member, Rudolf Schiller (Roo) for vigorously 

President’s Report 
By: Gary Barnes – Sub-Branch President 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 140  2 

 

 

taking on the task of getting them produced 

on time this year, thank you.      

     The next consignment of Special 

Wheelchairs has arrived in Subic Bay and the 

container is currently in the process of 

unloading and movement to local storage.  

      New clubrooms and wheelchair storage 

and assembly facility - unfortunately we are 

still waiting for the tender process to run its 

course, which as previously mentioned, is not 

a huge concern as work cannot realistically 

start till early in 2019.         

     Membership cards and badges - SVP Chris 

Weeks is collating the cards/badges in 

alphabetical order. When complete, the secretary 

will organize a mail out to advise the members 

the cards are at the Hotel Fenson for collection.  

     Welfare Officer - we still desperately need 

a volunteer to fill this very important role on 

the Committee. Folks, if this position is not 

filled with a dedicated Welfare Officer, then 

we, the RSL AC Sub-Branch, cannot 

competently fulfil one of our obligations as a 

RSL Sub-Branch, in providing welfare support 

to the members, and in some instances, the 

families of members of the Sub-Branch. 

Enquiries to me or one of the Vice Presidents 

please. 

      Presidents Xmas drinks - Tues 18th Dec at 

Fenson Hotel after the Dec monthly meeting. 

More details later in the newsletter. 

     2018 Fiesta Shirts - Fire Sale.  We STILL 

have quite a few left over and they are now 

on sale for P350 each. Furthermore, there are 

also a number of RSL Singlets available, also at 

the "gift" price of P350 each. Contact Rudolf 

Schiller (Roo) at either ENVY at the Sat night 

raffles or Emotions at the Mon evening 

raffles.     

     It would be remis of me not to mention the 

continuous hard work of Larry Smith our 

Newsletter Editor, and our Secretary Philip 

Salmon, for their devotion and hard work in 

producing this newsletter every month. Larry 

has been doing so since the CP was invented, 

and Phil for the last four years as Secretary. 

Thanks for a wonderful effort you guys.  

    I hope this rather short Nov report finds you 

all healthy and happy, and now that we, (here 

in PI anyway), are past half way in the BER 

months and looking forward to Xmas 

festivities. 

Best Regards, 

Gary B  
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As November is Remembrance Month, I thought I would add in a picture and a poem from 
Australian Vietnam Veteran Bill Charlton. Bill is a poet of sorts and publishes his poems on his 
facebook page. The memorial is in Swansea, a town on the old Pacific Highway, just south of 
Newcastle NSW.  Ed 

 

THE FOUNTAIN OF TEARS 

 

In the little town of Swansea, 

Stands a consecrated shrine. 

Placed there by the people, 

For their soldiers in the line. 

 

It breathes as a living memorial, 

As it pours out a wave of grief, 

In tribute to the fallen, 

Surrounded by beautiful wreaths. 

 

Dressed in its brass insignia 

And kissed by the rising sun. 

Its theme is a black cloud of mourning, 

For those who have died by the gun. 

 

And when southerlies howl as their custom 

‘Round the pillars bearing each name. 

The reality of war comes to haunt us once more. 

With its coldness, its horror and shame. 

 

So we’ll wait till a Day of Remembrance, 

When the prayers and the hymns ring out clear. 

Then our hearts will unite in our sorrow, 

As we visit the Fountain of Tears. 

 

Bill Charlton c 2003 
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***RSL members will receive a 10% discount for lunch when they show their membership card 
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DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. 
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or 

opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 
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VP Chris Weeks has again provided us with an 
article (personal) about a WW2 RAF character 
that I find quite fascinating. Typically, a story of 
‘Those magnificent, brave and crazy young men 
in their flying machines’.  Ed 
 

Given that this year - 2018 - is the 100th 

anniversary of the Royal Air Force, it is 
appropriate to tell you about one of the men who 
served in the RAF during the Second World War. 
 
Many of you will have heard of the so-call ‘Great 
Escape’ from Stalag Luft III, at Sagan, then part 
of the Greater German Reich (today Zagan, 
Poland) on March 24, 1944. This is the true story 
of one of the RAF prisoners there who worked on 
the tunnel, which was named Harry, and which 
was dug from beneath Hut 104, in the North 
Compound of the camp.  
 
His name was Ft. Lt. Mickey Manson and his life 
reads like something from a Boys' Own Annual. 
He was born in 1913, near Ostrów Wielkopolski, 
in central Poland. His original Polish name was 
Michal Karol Maciejewski, and he was a Corporal 
flying instructor in the Polish Air Force when 
Germany invaded on September 1, 1939. When 
Poland surrendered a month later, he 
commandeered an aircraft and flew to Romania, 
where he was briefly interned. On release, he 
went overland to the Black Sea, crossed that and 
went to Syria, where he took a boat along the 
Mediterranean to Marseille. Arriving there, he 
made his way to Lyon and joined up with other 
remnants of the Polish Air Force, who were 
fighting alongside the French.  
 
When France fell in June 1940, he made his way 
to England, joined the RAF as a Sergeant pilot 
and was posted to No.111 (Treble-One) Squadron 
at North Weald on Hurricanes where, on 
September 4th 1940 and on his first op. with the 
squadron, he shot down a Bf.109. Later on in the 
Battle of Britain, he was posted to 249 Squadron, 

which was the top-scoring RAF fighter squadron 
of WWII. (There is a replica 249 Squadron 
Hurricane at Alexandra Gardens, Barry Avenue, 
Windsor SL4 3HD - see Google Maps). Mickey 
finished the Battle with a score of 4 confirmed, 1 
probable and 1 damaged, plus a DFM and the 
first of his four Polish Cross of Valour awards. 
  
There is a moment in the 1969 film 'The Battle of 
Britain' which is an artistic-license portrayal of 
Mickey. In the film, a Polish RAF pilot bales out of 
his stricken fighter and parachutes to ground, 
only to be 'captured' by irate British farm-
workers. In those days, pilots slept at their 
dispersal hut and, on October 15, 1940, Mickey 
was on standby at 5 a.m., after a heavy night. 
The phone rang, ”Scramble!” was shouted and 
Mickey sprinted for his Hurricane, pulling on his 
Mae West; the rest of his clothing comprised only 
his flying boots and his violently striped red, 
white and blue silk pyjamas that had recently 
cost him £3.10s, a considerable sum of money at 
that time for a sergeant pilot.  
 
Ordered to patrol ‘Manston to Dover at Angels 
26’ (26,000 feet), Mickey was shivering like a 
pneumatic drill in the fighter’s unheated cockpit, 
until they saw a gaggle of Bf.109’s break out of 
cloud tops beneath them. The squadron dived to 
attack and Mickey forgot about being cold, 
singled out a 109 and gave it a well-aimed squirt; 
the German pilot immediately baled out. Mickey 
swung around to find another target and, as he 
did so, his engine gave a series of ragged 
explosions and died. He managed to make a safe 
landing in a field near Dover, but was 
immediately surrounded by an army officer 
brandishing his revolver and backed up by several 
armed soldiers, all of whom assumed that the 
strangely-dressed pilot was a German in a 
captured aircraft. Mickey’s almost complete lack 
of English didn’t help and it took a long time for 
him to convince them that he was a genuine RAF 
pilot. After that, they gave him breakfast and a 
double whisky or three. Mickey was in no pain at 
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all by the time a car arrived to take him back to 
his unit! 
 
In late 1941 he was transferred to No.317 (Polish) 
Squadron, equipped with Hurricane II’s (the 
squadron later converted to Spitfires). On 
December 31, 1941 Mickey was flying top cover, 
escorting Halifax bombers that were raiding 
Brest; that's a very long way over water in a 
single-engined fighter. Having shot down a 109 
and getting low on fuel, he headed for home and 
spotted a badly damaged Halifax, flying on two 
engines, trailing smoke and being attacked by 
two 109's. He immediately shot one of the 109’s 
down and the other one wisely decided to 
escape.  
 
Throttling right back to keep station with the 
damaged bomber and with the prop at almost 
full coarse to conserve fuel, Mickey escorted the 
Halifax which was barely maintaining 
height until, about 60 miles short of the English 
coast its third engine failed and they slid 
towards the sea. 
Mickey climbed to broadcast their position, 
circling until he was sure that air-sea rescue had a 
radio fix. He then discovered that he had less 
than 25 gallons of fuel left, little enough, given 
the fact that the Hurricane consumes around 60 
gallons/hour. He made landfall at Plymouth, 
landed and his engine died as he taxied in. He 
had made it by the skin of his teeth. One of 
Mickey's most treasured possessions was a 
fulsome letter of thanks, received later from the 
Halifax crew. By then he had nine confirmed 
victories and was awarded the Virtuti Militari and 
a commission. 
 
On the Dieppe Raid, during the morning of 
August 19, 1942, he got a Ju.88 at sea-level, close 
to that city, followed that afternoon by a Do.17 
and that was to be his last victory.  
After a long spell away from operational 
flying, on a fighter sweep over France in August 

1943 and flying as section leader, he had a mid-
air collision at 27,000 feet near St. Nazaire, 
when his wingman was late into a turn. The 
impact killed the wingman, sheared off Mickey's 
starboard wing and cut his Spitfire in half; 
he baled out at around 23,000 feet, losing his 
helmet in the process. By the time he reached 
the ground, he'd lost the top and bottom of his 
ear to frostbite. His total score was eleven-and-a-
half Confirmed and one Probable. After being a 
guest of the Gestapo for three weeks, he was 
sent first to Dulag Luft and from there to Stalag 
Luft III, where he stayed until the end of the war. 
At Stalag Luft III Mickey worked on the tunnel 
that became famous for The Great Escape. His 
escape number was 98, which was very fortunate 
for him, as of the 76 who escaped through the 
tunnel, 50 were murdered by the Gestapo. Of 
that number, at least six were Poles, so if Mickey 
had escaped, there is a strong possibility that he 
too would have been murdered. 
 
Mickey's decorations comprised the Virtuti 
Militari (which is Poland's highest military honour 
and ranks alongside the Victoria Cross and the 
Congressional Medal of Honor), the UK's 
Distinguished Flying Cross and the Distinguished 
Flying Medal (much harder to get than the DFC), 
the Polish Cross of Valour and three Bars, and 
the Polish Air Force Medal and three Bars. In 
other words, he was a very highly-decorated 
man.  
 
As you're aware, on British Commonwealth 
medals, a Bar to a medal indicates that the 
decoration has been awarded twice. That fact is 
signified by a little silver rosette, attached to the 
medal ribbon. In Poland, it is signified by a 
contrasting central vertical stripe. To have been 
awarded the Polish Cross of Valour four times is 
the maximum number of times that the award 
can be made. The same pertains to the Polish Air 
Force Medal. 
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Decoration Ribbons: 

  Virtuti Militari (Silver 
Cross) 

 Distinguished Flying 
Cross (UK) 

  Distinguished Flying 
Medal (UK) 

 Cross of Valour (fourth 
award) 

  Air Force Medal (fourth 
award) 
   
Unsurprisingly, some of the information about 
Mickey on Wikipedia is incorrect. Mickey 
did not go to Canada in 1948, nor did he die there 
in 1988. 
 
After the war, Mickey stayed in the RAF, married 
a WRAF officer, had a daughter, and served as an 
RAF test-pilot, flying a wide range of aircraft, 
including jets, at various RAF  
Maintenance Units. When he finally retired from 
flying, he was given a ground role, which is where 
I met him, when I was posted to his section at 
No.2 Air Navigation School, RAF Gaydon, in 
December 1966. We served together until 
September 1968. 
 
Mickey died on April 26, 2001, in Winnipeg, 
Canada, where he’d moved after retirement to be 
near his daughter. He was given a full military 
honours funeral there by the Canadian Armed 
Forces. I count myself extremely privileged to 
have known and served with him. 
 

Lest We Forget. 
 
© Chris Weeks, 2018 
 

 

◊ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Mickey, c.1941, looking slightly younger but little  
changed compared to later, when I knew him.  
Small in stature he may have been – he was a  
diminutive 5ft. 4 inch – but he was built like a  
baby tank, was as tough as old boots and had  
a puckish sense of humour. He was a modest man,  
a great bloke, a wonderful section commander  
and we would have walked over hot coals for him. 
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That was an interesting article, quite different from other military occurrences. We thank Paul Baker for taking 
the time to put this article together. Paul has another one he is working on and he is endevouring to have it 

ready for December newsletter. Ed 

 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES Issue 140  
 

FILIPINO AIF VOLUNTEERS:  
IN THE TRADITION OF JOSÉ RIZAL  

Part 11  :  Local Commemoration 

This year we mark the centenary of Armistice Day when – on the 
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month – the guns fell silent on 
the Western Front. This year we have also honoured the 120th 
anniversary of the Proclamation of Independence of the Filipino 
nation.  

Among the 13 million dead from the Great War were two Filipino 
members of the Australian Imperial Force, whose service and 
sacrifice could be seen to be in the tradition of the Filipino national 
hero Dr José Rizal.  

Dr José Rizal 

The execution of José Rizal by a Spanish army firing squad on 30 
December 1896 became a defining moment for the archipelago 
which would ultimately become the Republic of the Philippines, 
propelling Rizal to martyr and later national hero status.  

The Darwin brothers Matthew and William Garr can be seen as 
having followed the path of Rizal in having their years cut 
unreasonably short, finding their own form of martyrdom as soldiers 
in the AIF.  

3051 Private William Gar (1891-1916) 

William Ga was the first Filipino from Darwin to apply for the 
Australian Imperial Force – using the name ‘William Gar’ – and he 
served in Egypt and France with the 4th Pioneer Battalion AIF. He 
was killed by a high explosive shell on the Somme on 30 November 
1916, just four days after his 25th birthday. William Gar’s grave is 
found in the Longueval Road Cemetery in France.  

428 Private Matthew Garr (1889-1917) 

Martien Mateo Ga gave his name as ‘Mathew Gar’ when he enlisted 
in the AIF, but from the time he arrived in Brisbane all Army records 
gave his name as ‘Matthew Garr’. He served with the 47th Battalion 
AIF throughout 1916 and 1917, but on 29 September 1917 he was 
killed in action on Anzac Ridge in Flanders, aged 28. Matthew Garr 
was buried in a field grave near Zonnebeke, but after the war the 
grave was never identified so his name was commemorated at the 
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial in Belgium. 

4417 Private Glamor Garr MM (1892-1973) 

Meanwhile, Matthew and William’s younger brother Guillermo Gah 
had joined the AIF on 23 November 1915, aged 22, giving his name 
as ‘Glamor Garr’. He served in France with the 26th Battalion AIF, 
and received wounds to the back and chest at Pozières on 
6 August 1916 during a heavy artillery bombardment.  

As he was evacuated through a Casualty Clearing Station to the 
23rd General Hospital at Étaples, Glamor Garr probably thought 
that night at Pozières was to be his last.  

But as the tints of the morning sky began to show, and at last 
announced the day after a gloomy night, he realised that he had 
survived the battle and was instead being offered the redemption 

that José Rizal had wished for in his final farewell, Mi Último Adios, 
written on the eve of his execution: 

Pray, thee, for all the hapless who have died, 

For all those who unequalled torments have undergone; 

For our poor mothers who in bitterness have cried; 

For orphans, widows and captives to tortures were shied, 

And pray too that thou may seest thine own redemption. 

Glamor Garr not only returned to the front and was present for the 
historic Armistice two years later, but was decorated with the 
Military Medal for bravery at Villers-Bretonneux, and served again 
in uniform during World War 2.  

Local Commemoration 

Among the ‘hapless who have died’ were Glamor Garr’s two 
brothers, Matthew and William. Locally in Darwin, their names were 
included on a Public Works Department Honour Roll listing all the 
PWD volunteers for war service. This Honour Roll was unveiled by 
the Administrator Dr John Gilruth on 13 May 1916. Its whereabouts 
today is unknown. 

After the war, the names of Matthew and William were included on 
the original Soldiers’ Monument in Darwin, which was unveiled on 
Sunday 24 April 1921 (although William was listed under the 
surname ‘Garr’). In more recent years, brass tablets have been 
added to the red granite base listing all those Territorians who lost 
their lives during World War 1. 

And among those who cried was Matthew Garr’s young daughter 
Mary Anne. In Matthew’s absence, she was raised by his elder 
sister Mary Elizabeth Ga, who later married Alfonso Albolero (1863-
1958) from Manila. In due course, Mary Ann became Mrs Mary 
Cigobia, the wife of Estiphan (‘Stephen’) Cigobia, a labourer from 
the Philippines, and they had six children.  

In a further recognition of their sacrifice, in 1968 Darwin City 
Council named ‘Garr Street’ in the suburb of Moil in honour of 
Matthew and William. 

Meanwhile Glamor Garr returned to Australia in May 1919 and 
settled on Thursday Island. In 1920 he married Licowra (‘Cissie’) 
Boota (1898-1945) of the Mabuygilgal people from Mabuiag Island 
in the Torres Strait (her father Tom had come from Guadalcanal).  

The name of Glamor Garr MM was included on a Thursday Island 
Honour Board in the foyer of the Torres Shire Council building 
which lists the names of 62 citizens from the Torres Strait area who 
served during the Great War. Although he was born in Darwin and 
enlisted in Darwin, as a post-war Thursday Island resident his name 
was included when the Honour Roll was finalised after the war.  

Glamor Garr died in Cairns on 30 April 1973 at the age of 79. He 
was buried in the Cairns War Cemetery, where a marble headstone 
bearing an engraved Rising Sun badge honours his memory.     

Non Omnis Moriar 

Today, the martyr and Filipino national hero José Rizal continues 
to be commemorated by the motto Non Omnis Moriar (‘I shall not 
wholly die’).  
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This motto has been ascribed to Rizal, and has been adopted today 
by the fraternal order that bears his name – The Order of the 
Knights of Rizal. The same motto could readily be applied to the 
three Garr brothers from Darwin: Filipino-Australians who served 
overseas in the Australian Imperial Force during World War 1.  

This phrase is drawn from a poem by Quintus Horatius Flaccus 
(‘Horace’) contained in his ode Carmina 3.30: Non omnis moriar 
multaque pars mei vitabit Libitinam – “I shall not wholly die, and a 
greater part of me will evade Libitina” [the Goddess of Death].  

Although these Filipino-Australians are no longer with us, they have 
not wholly faded into obscurity but instead their memory has lived 
beyond death through memorials and their descendants. Their 
mortal lives may have passed but they have ‘not altogether died’. 

Lest we Forget 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

 

Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established as a tribute to all 
Australian Service personnel and others who have served in the defence of 

Australia and Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  |  ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

Captions 

Images 1 and 2: The names of 428 Private Matthew Garr and 3051 Private 
William Gar have been included on new brass panels at the base of the original 
Darwin Cenotaph in Bicentennial Park.   

Image 3: In 1968, Darwin City Council named ‘Garr Street’ in the suburb of Moil 
in honour of Matthew and William Garr. 

Image 4: The name of Private Glamor Garr MM was included on the Thursday 
Island Honour Board, listing the names of citizens from the Torres Strait area 
who served during the Great War. 
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Apex Club of Busselton    WA 

Well, we asked for your old hearing aids and the 

community responded! Over 150 hearing aids were 

collected then sent off to the Angeles City in the 

Philippines. The welfare team of the RSL in Angeles 

have then had them tested and fitted to children in need. 

Please don't stop donating as more are still needed. 

Drop them off at Broadwater Medical Centre and we will 

make sure they get used again. 

For the privilege to serve, we give thanks. 

Angeles City RSL - Philippines,Apex Club of Busselton, 

Broadwater Medical Centre 
 

 

Above. The hearing aids we received from APEX Busselton WA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbarino’s Pub & Restaurant is 

located at Zeppelin Street and offer a  

great menu along with cold (very cold) 
beers. For more information, check 
them out on their Facebook page. 
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As editor, I have decided that the occasion of this month being the 100th anniversary of the cessation of 
hostilities in WW1, that this newsletter will give wide and full reporting of the circumstances surrounding the 
occasion. In saying that, I have included an article I found here in Australia about the 11th of November 1918. 
Here it is: 

Armistice Day: Remembering the last losses of World War I 

By JUSTIN LEES, News Corp Australia Network November 3, 2018 9:00pm 
 

 

Australian soldiers at Picardie, Somme, Warfusee-Abancourt, on August 8, 1918. Despite knowing the war was 
all but over, fighting continued right up to the armistice. 

“CAPTAIN, nothing you can say will 

remove the conviction that I will be 

killed. Will you please do me the 

favour I ask?” 

One hundred years ago today, a week before 
the Great War ended (amid slaughter, on a 
reckless and hideous scale, right up to the 
11th hour) six Australians were killed in 
action — — three engineers and three pilots, 

believed to be our country’s last combat 
casualties of World War I. 

Among them was Corporal Albert Davey. 

A tunneller from Ballarat, he had revealed 
his premonition to his protesting 
commanding officer 24 hours earlier as they 
prepared to assist a British push across the 
Sambre canal, asking him to send his 
personal belongings to wife Margaret if the 
worst happened. 
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That officer, the well-respected Captain 
Oliver Woodward (of Beneath Hill 60 movie 
fame) viewed Davey as a good operator and 

told him not to be foolish — however, the 
corporal was hit by shellfire before they 
even moved forward. 

 

←Beneath Hill 60 is a 
feature film that tells 
the extraordinary true 
story of Oliver 
Woodward and his 
platoon of ordinary 
Australian miners who 
tunnelled beneath 
enemy lines and 
changed the course of 
the war on the Western 
Front. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His fellow sappers Arthur Johnson and Charles Barrett were also slain in the same operation. 
Such battlefield feelings of doom are not uncommon — especially from men who have been 
in danger for an extended period. 

“Davey must have seen that the war might 
soon be over and felt that going into one 
more heavy battle was chancing his hand 
too far,” wrote Peter Burness in an article 
for the Australian War Memorial. 

Slain that same day, November 4, were 
three fighter pilots of the Australian Flying 
Corps, attacked by German Fokkers as they 
escorted British bombers on a raid. 

In the brief and savage dogfight South 
Australian air ace Captain Thomas Baker, 
who took a haunting self-portrait earlier in 
the war, was shot down — as were 

Lieutenants Parker Symons and Arthur 
Pallister. 

The six were in an extraordinary position: in 
units that had stayed in frontline operations 
after the vast majority of Australian forces 
had been withdrawn in October, after two 
years of bitter fighting in France and 
Belgium for a well-deserved rest. 

Interestingly, that rest was to prepare them 
for an expected renewed Allied offensive in 
1919. But events moved faster, changing 
everything. 
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←Smithfield-born gunner Thomas Charles 
Richmond Baker took this photograph of himself. 
Photo courtesy of the Australian War Memorial. 

 

With Germany’s allies — the Ottomans, our 
old foe from Gallipoli, where the Anzac story 
really began — and Austria-Hungary 
suddenly collapsing, Berlin was in an 
impossible position. 

After three days of intense negotiations with 
the Allies, the increasingly desperate 
Germans — facing riots at home — signed 
the terms of the Armistice at 5.10am on 
November 11th, 1918. The parties agreed 
that fighting would officially end at 11am — 
a time delay to ensure the information was 
carried across the Western Front. 

The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 
month has gone down in history as a 
moment to pause and remember. 

 

 

 

 

 ←Lieutenant Thomas 
Baker MM and Bar in 
the cockpit of his 
Sopwith Camel aircraft. 
He was later awarded a 
posthumous DFC and 
promotion to Captain. 
Picture: AWM H12861 
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Gunners Thomas Charles Richmond Baker and Harrington of the 16th Battery, Field Artillery, AIF, relaxing in a 
dugout. Picture: AWM H12858  

Yet even as the news was telegraphed across 
the world and crowds in cities began 
celebrating (or continued celebrating, in the 
case of Sydney, where the news had been 
misreported three days earlier), in the 
trenches the dying continued — on a 
massive and sickening scale. 

Thousands of men, on all sides, were killed, 
wounded or went missing on that day. 

Astoundingly, the “business as usual” killing 
did not just happen on parts of the front 
where the news had not yet dropped: some 
generals, well aware the end was within 
grasp, deliberately ordered their men into 
action for a final thrust, in search of 
glory/promotion before the chance slipped 
away, or because they felt the Germans 
needed to be smashed. 

Many Americans were particularly gung-ho 
about this, from the top down. 

 

One pointless US assault — to take the 
bathhouse in the town of Stenay — cost 365 
casualties, among the 3000 Americans to 
fall before 11am. 

The very last person to die before firing 
ceased was an American, shot dead at 
10:59am. Private Henry Gunter’s unit was 
ordered to take an enemy machine gun post. 

Anecdotally the Germans, who knew 
ceasefire was moments away, shouted at 
them to stop — but as the American attack 
developed, the Germans fired back. 

Official records said of Gunter: “Almost as 
he fell, the gunfire died away and an 
appalling silence prevailed.” 

The final Commonwealth soldier to die was 
a Canadian, targeted by a sniper one minute 
earlier; while the last Brit killed was 40-
year-old Private George Edwin Ellison, shot 
dead at Mons —  
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←Two German soldiers with hand 
grenades on Hill 60 on Western 
Front. Picture: H12366. 

The French lost 75 men in 
combat; the last to fall a 
runner: Augustin 
Trebuchon, hit by a single 
bullet 10 minutes before 
11am as he tried to deliver a 
message that the war was 
over. 

 

where he had also fought in the British 
army’s crucial opening engagement of the 
war in 1914. 

Australian troops were not in action on 
November 11 — yet an estimated 18 died, of 
wounds, illness or, in at least one case, by 
accident. Artilleryman Sydney Harper 
drowned at the French port of Le Havre, in 
circumstances that are not clear. 

For the vast majority, it was time for 
celebration; although many grappled with 
the enormity of what was happening. 

“The war is over and no one quite realises it 
yet,” wrote Hector Brewer, of Sydney, whose 
war had taken him from Gallipoli right 
through to the Western Front. 

One who certainly did realise it was airman 
Frank Smith, who had been shot down 
behind enemy lines days earlier. Mates 
thought he was dead — and had extra 
reason to celebrate when he wandered in 
through the old front lines, where he had 
been evading the Germans up till 11am. 

The celebratory antics of 
tens of thousands of 
Australians stationed in 
Britain led to them being 
seen as “hooligans” by 
alarmed politicians. A 
Cabinet minute of Nov. 14 

recorded: “Mr Long, Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, added it was important to get 
the Australians out of London as soon as 
possible”. 

For many the celebration was dimmed by 
tragedy; most families had lost someone; 
thousands of veterans would bring home 
their horrors in the form of post-traumatic 
stress, while others would carry home the 
deadly Spanish influenza, which killed 
millions worldwide between 1918 and 1919. 

Some Australians kept on fighting — in a 
British task force sent to Russia to join the 
civil war against the Bolsheviks and in 
quelling a nationalist uprising in Egypt — 
though most were home by December 1919. 

Merry Christmas; war was over. Across 
Australia and much of the globe, there was a 
feeling such a horror could never be 
repeated. 

Yet in Russia, the Bolsheviks were winning; 
in Germany, the internal struggles were 
beginning that would ultimately propel the 
then-unknown Adolf Hitler to power. 
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←Australian tunnelling 
company soldiers at the 
entrance to the Wallangarra 
Dugout on the Western 
Front. Picture: E04486 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the 1919 signing of the Treaty of Versailles, which formally ended the war, the supreme 
Allied commander, France’s Grand Marshall Ferdinand Foch, warned: “This isn’t a peace. 
It’s a 20-year truce.” 

Two decades later, the world was once again at war. 

 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 140  27 

 

 

 

                                                          Armistice celebrations in Sydney, Nov. 11, 1918 

 

A group of women and children rejoicing in the street at the signing of the Armistice. Picture: Australian War 
Memorial Remembrance Day 
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Hotel Fenson 
1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

 

President 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: + 63-995-052-8994 
Email:   garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

Vice Presidents 

Chris Weeks 
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149 
Email:   chris.weeks@hotmail.com 

Scott Chambers 
Mobile: +63-998-561-1744 
Email:  wine.guy321@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

Philip Salmon 
Mobile: +63-9287424628 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Committee/Publicity Officer 

Peter Renton 
Mob: +63- 0998 197 4223 
Email: personalitypete@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Ron Parrott 
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Committee/Asst Treasurer                                      

Rudolf (Roo) Schiller                                                                                                                                
Mob: + 63- 0977 653 4832 
Email: rudolf54@iinet.net.au 
 

Membership Officer                               Editor                        

David Shine                                                               Larry Smith 
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168                                   Mobile: +61 423-238-620 
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com                  Email: tassiedevil47@gmail.com 

 

Quartermaster                                       
  Vacant                                                                                            
Mobile: +63-9                                                                                              

Email: 

 

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number 

 

 

 

 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 
Lest We Forget 

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@rslangelescity.com
mailto:treasurer@rslangelescity.com
mailto:david.shine60@yahoo.com
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Returned & Services League of Australia 

Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines  

MINUTES OF MONTHLY 
            GENERAL MEETING HELD  

                                           20th NOVEMBER 2018 

Call to order: at 1406hrs 

The doorman placed the “do not enter” sign on the door. 

The members were asked to turn off all phones recorders etc. 

The doorman to handed the attendance register to the secretary 

The secretary confirmed we had a quorum.   

Ode to the fallen Recited by President Gary Barnes 

Attendance 10 as registered. 
 
Visitor/s: None present. 
 
New members/transfers: None present. 
  
Apologies:- 

Bob Barnes James Curtis-Smith, Peter Renton, Ron Parrott, David Shine,  
Roo Schiller. 

 
President Gary Barnes:- 
 

VETERANS DAY: Our Sub Branch was very well represented at the service at Clark Veterans 
Cemetery. Several have voiced disappointment that the Australian National Anthem was not 
played and also no reference to Australia, New Zealand and the RSL in the program. A post event 
meeting was organized that took place today at the VFW. VP Scott attended and I will ask him to 
give a brief report in general business. 

 
Secretary:- 
 
 As usual, the Secretary included the minutes in the newsletter. 
 

Motion: The minutes of the general meeting held 16th October 2018 be accepted as a true and 
accurate record. 
 

 MOVED Chris Weeks SECONDED Scott Chambers  CARRIED 
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Matters arising from minutes:- 
 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS/LAPEL BADGES: SVP Chris Weeks is collating the cards/badges in 
alphabetical order. When complete, the secretary will organize a mail out to advise the members 
the cards are at the Hotel Fenson reception.  

 
Inward correspondence/Outward correspondence:- 
 

Correspondence was handled by the committee. The Embassy has advised President Gary that a 
new Defence Administration Assistant, Warrant Officer Peter McGarry, RAAF, will replace WO 
Craig Cutts early in the New Year. The will both visit the RSL AC Sub-Branch as part of their 
handover in Jan 2019. Naval Captain Brad White, the Defence Attaché will also return to 
Australia. His replacement will be RAAF, however, has not yet been named. 
 
In addition, President Gary sent a letter to Don Kidman re proposed training visit from 
Wheelchairs for Kids in Feb/Mar 2019. 
 
The name of the next Ambassador is not yet available. 
 
Treasurer’s report:- 
 
The Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer are both overseas, as such, no treasurer’s report is available. 

 
Welfare report:-  
 

VP Chris Weeks explained that the secretary is out of hospital. (Note: in the meeting taking 
minutes). 
 
Graham Crispin advised that the consignment of special wheelchairs are due to arrive today (20th 
Nov). 72 children are on the waiting list for chairs. 
 

Medical Mission:- 
 

The December mission will be held at ‘the pig farm’ in Agnes Street, the Hong Kong Fat Boys are 
expected to attend and also some members from Subic Bay RSL. 
Mud map available from the secretary. 

 
Membership report: - 
 
 The membership officer is in Australia so no report is available.    
 
General Business:- 
 

Veterans Day: We received an email from the VFW asking for an AC RSL Sub-Br Rep to attend 
a meeting with Larry Adkison of the American Battle Monument Commission to discuss future 
events at the cemetery. VP Scott Chambers attended and gave a brief report on the 
proceedings:- 
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• Only America was mentioned at the service, no other nation was recognized. 

• The only National Anthems played were the Philippine and USA anthems. 

• In America, the 11th is a public holiday in recognition of American Veterans. 

• No mention of Australia (or other nations) in the program. 

 
          After a debate, President Gary suggested that we may hold our own Armistice Day service at the 

Hotel Fenson. Generally agreed by all. 
 
          Peter Henderson has been to Australia for successful cataract operations. While in Victoria he 

met with local RSL members, photos available from Peter. 
 

Bank charges: Steve Innes asked for info on the taxes charged, President advised the charges 
are from the CBA account, not the China bank. President Gary will address the problem with the 
CBA when he visits Australia in the coming year. 

 
Deakin Nurses visit in February: Venue for a medical mission to be decided. As David Shine 
is usually heavily involved, a brief report was given on his situation in Australia. 

 
Christmas Day: The Hotel Fenson is offering 10% discount to RSL members for Christmas 
Luncheon. (Please book early) 

 
BINGO: The Hotel Fenson will be starting Sunday BINGO in the not too distant future. Proceeds 
from the BINGO will be donated to our Sub Branch. Secretary is producing “How to play” cards. 

 
General Meetings: Due to regular poor attendance and often no quorum, the committee has 
decided to only conduct a general meeting in January, April, July, October and December in 
2019. 

 
The “Filipino-Australian Social Club of Loddon Campaspe” have donated over AUD $300 
which was presented by John Wallace and Colin Carrington (the woodmen) details will be in the 
newsletter. 

 
Graham Crispin asked for keys to the two storage rooms. Secretary handed him his keys after the 
meeting. Pres Gary explained that a key holder will be installed (On Tues 27th Nov) so committee 
members will have access to rooms as required. 

 
     Bill Hall mentioned that he has spoken to John Wood (Our hearing aid contact in Perth). He was 

concerned that we are not getting enough items. President Gary assured him that we currently 
had a good stock, however, more will be required when the Henson Clinic re-opens. 

 
Australia Day:  We will celebrate Australia Day at the Hotel Fenson complete with raffle/s, 
sausage sizzle and entertainment. More details available in the December newsletter. 

 
Presidents Drinks: To be held after the general meeting, 18th December and will be the same 
format as last year: only members that attend the meeting will receive vouchers for 3 free local 
drinks. 
 
Note: no Christmas cakes will be available this year. 
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The raffle was drawn, No 12. (Lucky Graham Crispin)  
 

BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING WAS CLOSED AT 1505 HRS 
 

Please note: the wheelchair team will be back in action soon. Anyone wishing to join the team 
and help make a difference should contact Graham Crispin grahamcrispin@bigpond.com or see 
him at the Hotel Fenson on Tuesday afternoons.  
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