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Hi to all our
members and
anyone else
around the world
that takes the
time to read our
monthly
newsletter.
Another reasonably busy and VERY wet month
compounded by Typhoon MANGKHUT for a few
days. Our thoughts go out to the many folks in
this country that were severely affected by this
recent Typhoon.
The Sep Medical Mission was conducted at
Mauaque Resettlement Area and
approximately 1091 children were examined and

received medicine. A very busy day and another
good turn out by members. Thank you all. Details
of the Oct mission are advised later in this
newsletter. Our Medical Mission organiser and
supervisor, the hard working David Shine, will be
absent for the next few months, any extra
support will be very much appreciated during his
absence. Peter Renton will run the next mission.
The following weekend saw the visit by the
Hong Kong Fat Boys for their annual fund raising
golf tournament on the Fri, and the charity rugby
tournament on the Sat. We again had a RSL AC
Sub-Br team participate in the golf tournament
(details in later pages) and we provided the water
for the rugby tournament players, 3000 bottles,
with the RSL purchasing the bottles and Jeff
Collinson and his Aussie Aqua company
providing the water. It was also the first
outing of our new truck, baby sat by Peter
and David and supported by other members
throughout the day. Thanks guys.
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As previously reported, the formal plans for
the new clubrooms and wheelchair storage and
assembly facility, have been completed, and now
confirmed as acceptable by the owner of the
Fenson Hotel. We are still waiting on the tender
process, which is not a huge concern at the
moment, as with the Monsoon season set to run
for a few more months, work cannot realistically
start till late Nov.
Raffles - Thank you to all the members that
have turned out in recent weeks, a big
improvement, BUT, more are needed in the
absence of some committee members over the
next few months and in particular, for the busy
times during the football finals.
Membership cards and badges - they have
arrived in Manila and are secure within the
Defence Section in the Embassy. Collection and
reconciliation is imminent and the Secretary will
then post a list of those members that need to
collect same from the Fenson Hotel.
Sadly our long serving Welfare Officer, Senior
VP Chris Weeks has resigned from that
appointment, for personal reasons, and as
mentioned at the monthly meeting, we need a
volunteer to take on this important and vital
work. Enquiries can be directed to any committee
member. Throughout the last four plus years,
Chris has been a very hard working,
compassionate, considerate and dedicated
welfare officer and on behalf of all our members,
and in particular those he has assisted over the
years, I thank him for his time in that
appointment. Pleasingly, Chris will continue to
serve on the committee as the Senior VP.
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Australia Day Fiesta. Those of you who
attended the Sep monthly meeting will already
know that the RSL AC Sub-Branch will no longer
be conducting the annual Australia Day Fiesta in
Walking Street. After a very long discussion at the
meeting, (more information contained in the
meeting minutes attached to this newsletter), it
was decided that it had become un-economical in
both time, effort and money expended to run this
event. Furthermore, the profit margin, for a
number of reasons, has been significantly
reducing yearly.
There will still be an Australia Day activity (Sat
26th Jan 2019) and the committee have been
tasked to present ideas to the Oct monthly
meeting. Any member reading this newsletter
that feels that they have a good idea that is
worthy of consideration, please contact any
member of the committee. The annual "monster"
raffle will still be conducted and the somewhat
traditional RSL AC Sub-Br Australia Day shirts will
also be produced and available for sale.
And my last point is that we have another new
sponsor, Barbarino’s Pub & Restaurant, more
details later in this newsletter. Welcome
aboard Barbarino's.
I hope this Sep edition finds you all healthy,
happy and enjoying the pontification from the
NEW leadership team in Australia :-).
Best Regards,
Gary B
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EDITORS CONTRIBUTION
Some many issues ago, I did a series on Australian
Victoria Cross awardees. One of the first in the
series was Warrant Officer Class 2 Kevin (Dasher)
Wheatley. I have just come across a poem from one
of his old mates and I wish to publish it here. A very
fitting poem for a special Australian soldier.

WO2 KEVIN 'DASHER' WHEATLEY VC
REMEMBERED WITH HONOUR AND
PRIDE
Some men are born to be diggers,
And Dasher surely was one,
He took to soldiering like a duck takes to water,
For he and the Army were one.

When Butch Swanton was struck, it was very bad
luck,
But Dasher did not hesitate.
He carried his mate to safety,
But the enemy were closing in fast,
He threw two grenades at the oncoming waves,
But this defiance was seen as his last.
They found them next morning together,
Slumped on the ground side by side,
Never a greater love had been seen,
And a legend was born as they died!
Bill Charlton © 2018

His brother Doc had been killed in an accident,
At Puckapunyal out on the range,
But Dasher never demurred, he was determined
to serve,
And his outlook on life never changed.
He rose through the ranks, despite all his pranks,
They always excused his misdemeanours,
He was what they required - the soldier desired,
Admired by all of his seniors.
So rough and so tough, he was just the right stuff,
And very soon would be seen as a legend,
When the call came for war, he was there at the
fore,
His name was the first recommended.
The kids at Quang Tri all knew him by sight,
To them he was part of a game,
Ned Kelly! Ned Kelly! They would yell in delight,
He had told them that this was his name!
Dasher was a rare find, he was one of a kind,
He never would leave one of his mates,

NB. For non-Australian readers, Ned Kelly was a
famous Australian bushranger who is renown in
Australian early history. People who are a bit of a
rogue could get called ‘Ned Kelly’. Some who knew
Dasher would say it was a fitting name for him. A
digger is the local name for an Australian soldier.

DISCLAIMER

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no
responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter.
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for
use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or
opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Subbranch, the Committee or the Editor
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This is serial part six of our series on the Royal Air Force (RAF). Serial part seven will be in October edition. Ed

8

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 138

9

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 138

10

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 138

11

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 138

12

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 138

13

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES

FILIPINO AIF VOLUNTEERS:
IN THE TRADITION OF JOSÉ RIZAL
Part 9 : ‘Adios’ – 3051 Private William Gar (1891-1916)
This year, as we mark the centenary of Armistice Day in 1918, we
also honour the 120th anniversary of the Proclamation of
Independence of the Filipino nation. Among the 13 million dead
from the Great War were two Filipino-Australians from Darwin,
whose service and sacrifice could be seen to be in the tradition of
the martyr and Filipino national hero Dr José Rizal.
3051 Private William Gar (1891-1916)
William Ga was the Filipino-Australian son of a Welsh mother, born
on Thursday Island on 26 November 1891. He was subsequently a
labourer with the Public Works Department in Darwin, and was the
first Filipino from Darwin to apply for the Australian Imperial Force
– using the name ‘William Gar’.
He departed Darwin with the Fifth Northern Territory Contingent on
16 August 1915, trained in Brisbane and with the 9th Battalion AIF
in Egypt, and then served with the 4th Pioneer Battalion AIF at Telel-Kebir and in France.
In 1916 Private William Gar was engaged on defensive works near
Armentieres, at Bois Grenier and at Fleurbaix. He was then
involved in constructing a road and communications trenches near
Albert, and establishing wire entanglements and a strong-point
near Pozières.
By November the battalion was working on the Somme east of
Albert on the Decauville Tramlines, between Mametz and
Longueval: Private William Gar was among five killed and seven
wounded from the 4th Pioneers that month – he was killed on
30 November 1916 by a high explosive shell, just four days after
his 25th birthday.
Dr José Rizal
Earlier, in the Philippines, the nationalist José Rizal had come to
prominence, been declared an enemy of the state, and exiled. The
authorities linked Rizal to a revolutionary movement intending to
overthrow Spanish rule, and he faced a court-martial for sedition
and conspiracy.
His execution by an army firing squad on 30 December 1896
became a defining moment for the archipelago which would
ultimately become the Republic of the Philippines, propelling Rizal
to martyr and later national hero status.
Rizal’s martyrdom ‘in a glorious cause’ denied the world any further
significant contributions. So too William Gar can be seen as having
followed the path of Rizal in having his years cut unreasonably
short, finding his own form of martyrdom as a soldier in the AIF.
Mi Último Adios
In the solitude of his cell on the eve of his execution, Rizal wrote
his ‘final farewell’ – Mi Último Adios. In comparison, amid the
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clamour of battle William had no opportunity to pen such a verse,
however many of the sentiments contained within Rizal’s stanzas
applied equally to William’s life, and death.
3051 Private William Gar was buried in a battlefield cemetery near
a dressing station known as ‘Longueval Alley’ or ‘Longueval Water
Point’. This had been established the year before along the
Longueval-Maricourt Road, south of the village of Longueval in
France.
In this mystic land while sleeping through eternity, William Gar
might offer a passer-by the following request, as did Rizal in his
final farewell:
If over my tomb some day, thou wouldst see blow,
A simple humble flow'r amidst thick grasses,
Bring it up to thy lips and kiss my soul so,
And under the cold tomb, I may feel on my brow,
Warmth of thy breath, a whiff of thy tenderness.

Base Records Melbourne despatched William’s 1914-15 Star to the
Commandant of the 1st Military District in Brisbane on 14 May 1920.
William’s British War Medal 1914-1920, and a separate package
containing the Memorial Scroll and King’s Message, were
despatched directly to his nominated next-of-kin and were received
on 17 December 1921 by William’s father, who signed his name
‘Carlos Garr’.
The Memorial Plaque was received by Carlos on 26 September
1922, and William’s Victory Medal 1914-1919 was received on 16
February 1923.
Meanwhile, after the Armistice William Garr’s grave was
established within the Longueval Road Cemetery in France,
managed by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission – Row
J grave 17. His headstone bears the simple inscription, “HE DIED
FOR AUSTRALIA”.
As with all such sites of commemoration, families and visitors may
come by day but, in Rizal’s words again, “the dark night wraps the
cemet’ry, And only the dead to vigil there are left alone”.
William’s family had no opportunity to ever visit his grave. But to the
pilgrims reverently passing the headstones and crosses as they
leave the grounds, William might whisper up Rizal’s farewell to
them:
Let the moon with soft, gentle light me descry,
Let the dawn send forth its fleeting, brilliant light,
In murmurs grave allow the wind to sigh,
And should a bird descend on my cross and alight,
Let the bird intone a song of peace o’er my site.

* * * * *
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In the tradition of the martyr and Filipino national hero José Rizal –
Non Omnis Moriar (‘I shall not wholly die’) – the Garr brothers are
remembered today because their names appear on headstones,
monuments and honour rolls throughout Australia and overseas.
Their mortal lives may have passed, but they have ‘not altogether
died’.
Lest we Forget
Paul A Rosenzweig
ThanksDigger@gmail.com
More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger

Thanks Digger
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been
established as a tribute to all Australian Service
personnel and others who have served in the
defence of Australia and Australia’s interests.
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger | ThanksDigger@gmail.com
Captions
Image 1: The grave of 3051 Private William Gar (1891-1916) lies within the
Longueval Road Cemetery in France (he is correctly named on his headstone as
‘Gar’).
Image 2: The location of William Gar’s grave within the Longueval Road
Cemetery – Row J, grave 17.
Image 3: William Gar’s listing in the Longueval Road Cemetery burial record,
compiled by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
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Clubhouse: Hotel Fenson
1734 San Pablo St.,
Mt. View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines
President
Gary Barnes
Mobile: + 63-995-052-8994
Email: garylbarnes86@gmail.com
Vice Presidents
Chris Weeks
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149
Email: chris.weeks@hotmail.com

RSL
Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines

Scott Chambers

Mobile: +63-998-561-1744
Email: wine.guy321@yahoo.com

Secretary
Philip Salmon
Mobile: +63-9287424628
Email: secretary@rslangelescity.com

Treasurer
Ron Parrott
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939
Email: treasurer@rslangelescity.com

Committee/Publicity Officer
Peter Renton
Mob: +63- 0998 197 4223

Committee/Asst Treasurer
Rudolf (Roo) Schiller
Mob: + 63- 0977 653 4832
Email: redolf54@iinet.net.au

Email: personalitypete@gmail.com

Membership Officer
David Shine
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com

Editor
Larry Smith
Mobile: +61 423-238-620
Email: tassiedevil47@gmail.com

Quartermaster
Vacant
Mobile: +63-9
Email:

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number

“The price of liberty is
eternal vigilance”
Lest We Forget
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Returned & Services League of Australia
Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines

MINUTES OF MONTHLY
GENERAL MEETING HELD
18th SEPTEMBER 2018
Call to order: at 1410 hrs
The doorman placed the “do not enter” sign on the door.
The members were asked to turn off all phones recorders etc.
The doorman handed the attendance register to the Secretary.
The Secretary confirmed we had a quorum.
Ode to the fallen Recited by President Gary Barnes
Attendance: 17 as registered.
Visitor/s: None present.
New members/transfers: None present.
Apologies: Peter Renton, Bob Barnes.
President Gary Barnes:President Gary stated that we have a significant decision to make today that will be discussed in
general business. (Referring to the 2019 Australia Day activities).
Gary asked former President James Curtis-Smith for an up-date on his legal problem. James
advised the members that his case has been deferred as the judge is on holiday. One case has
been dropped and he gave a brief outline of the other matter.
Secretary:The Secretary asked if the members had read the minutes of the previous meeting that were in
the last newsletter.
Motion: The minutes of the General Meeting held 21st August 2018, be accepted as a true and
accurate record.
MOVED Philip Salmon

SECONDED James Curtis-Smith

CARRIED

Matters arising from minutes:Ref: Australia Day Fiesta. No volunteers have come forward to form a sub-committee. Matter will
be discussed in general business
No volunteers to run the RSL - AC blood bank. To be discussed in general business.
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No word from Martin Collins, the artificial limb contact.
Pleasing to note that more RSL members have attended the raffles at Envy.
Inward correspondence:State RSL Branch

Several relating to the membership cards.

Allen Hingson (APEX)

Delivering hearing aids to John Wood.

VP Chris Weeks

Resigning as welfare officer.

Bob Barnes

Requesting an apology be registered for future meetings.

VFW Post 9892

Curry cook-off, 18th November.

Various Emails inward/outward regarding the importation of the wheelchairs. ***
Outward Correspondence:State RSL Branch
Ric Balatbat
Davis Caracciolo

Several relating to the membership cards.
Update on estimate for new rooms.
A list of names that have made donations to the truck fund.

Motion: The inwards correspondence be accepted and the outgoing correspondence be
endorsed.
MOVED Philip Salmon

SECONDED Scott Chambers

CARRIED

*** Note: The Secretary asked wheelchair coordinator Graham Crispin to give a brief explanation
regarding the importation.
Matters arising from correspondence:Pleased to announce that membership cards and badges are being sent via the Australian
Embassy in Manila. (Late Mail: They have arrived in Manila)
Ref: VFW curry cook-off. The Sub Branch is not going to participate but President Gary stated
that if any members wished to represent the RSL AC, the Sub Branch would pay the associated
fees.
New rooms: Ric Balatbat will have an estimate soon. President Gary intends writing to the State
Branch requesting funding for the project.
Mentioned at this point of time but not part of inward/outward correspondence:Graham Crispin will present a framed certificate of appreciation to the volunteers at Wheelchairs
for Kids in Perth.
The sign writing on the truck is almost complete. All official paperwork (Registration etc) has
been handed to the treasurer. We are still awaiting quotations for the truck comprehensive
insurance.
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Treasurer’s report:As usual, Ron presented a detailed report.
Motion: The treasurer’s report be accepted as read and tabled.
MOVED Ron Parrott

SECONDED Graham Crispin

CARRIED

Matters arising from treasurer’s report:It was noted that the money for the truck is not in the report. Ron advised it will be shown on
the next statement.
President Gary still holds the AUD $ 20K that was bought from Australia, It will be converted to
peso and banked when the exchange rate improves.
Kevin Coillet suggested that the treasurer investigate the bank charges. Agreed.
Vietnam Veterans Day: A very poor attendance at the cemetery and the afternoon produced a
considerable financial loss. The committee will address the matter prior to the 2019 VV Day.
Welfare report:VP Chris Weeks explained that his resignation as the welfare officer was a decision not made
lightly. He confirmed that he will attend to his current work load but will not accept any new
cases. The President will handle any new cases until we are in the position to appoint a new
welfare officer.
Medical Mission:David Shine advised that the next mission will be held at Barangay Santa Cruz, on the 6th
October. Mud maps were available from David. The last medical mission held at Mauaque
Resettlement Area, was a busy one. We attended to 1,091 children, arrangements are to be
made for one special wheelchair, 2 hearing aids and 2 operations also to be arranged. President
Gary explained that David is returning to Australia for a short time, as such, no medical mission
will be held in November. The December mission will go ahead and may be held at the Balibago
Barangay Hall, however, the date and location is yet to be confirmed.
Bill Hall contacted the Uniting Church in Perth, hoping to obtain hearing aids, unfortunately, they
did not offer any help.
Membership report: David advised that we have 312 financial members.

General Business:President Gary tabled the annual Hong Kong Fat Boys report that showed many pictures of the
Subic Bay Medical Mission. Our new truck was used for the first time at the Rugby tournament
held 15th September. We supplied 3,000 bottles of water at a cost of only 9,000 Peso for the
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containers, the water was kindly donated by Jeff Collinson and his Aussie Aqua company. Thank
you Jeff.
Welfare officer required: President Gary said he will take over the welfare until a new officer is
appointed. Gary personally thanked Senior VP Chris for his many years of service. A round of
applause from the members was instantaneous.
Blood Bank Officer: As no member is prepared to take on the role, it was decided to contact the
VFW and ask their President if it was at all possible for VFW to attend to blood transfusion
matters on our behalf. Pres. Gary will write to him.
2019 Fiesta:The situation concerning the future of the Australia Day Fiesta has been mentioned in the
Presidents report for the last two months. The fiesta debate was very long.
The key points were:•
The majority of members wish to have a fiesta of some description.
•
Insufficient helpers are prepared to get involved.
•
No member has volunteered to form or be part of a fiesta sub-committee.
•
The Australia Day shirts will still be made.
•
A “Monster Raffle” will still be organized.
•
The 2018 profit was greatly reduced as we are paying a premium price for the tents.
•
The Committee is down to 5 local members over the next four months and the work load
to organise and run the fiesta is exceptionally demanding and time consuming.
•
Obtaining the necessary permits is a nightmare, the 2018 fiesta permits took 4 visits to the
City Hall and a total of 14 hours to obtain.
•
The committee will consider holding an appropriate Australia Day event, possibly at the
Hotel Fenson.
•
James Curtis-Smith suggested a formal dinner with the WAG’s.
The above has been greatly reduced as the debate took a long time, it resulted in the following
motion:Motion: That the traditional Street Party in Fields Avenue be abandoned for future Australia Day
Celebrations.
MOVED: James Curtis-Smith

SECONDED: Scott Chambers

CARRIED

Ron has received an invoice from the State Branch for $100 only. This is greatly reduced as we
used to pay capitation fees of $5 per member. Ron will pay it himself and get reimbursed.
Graham Crispin asked Ron if he has banked the $1,000 anonymous donation for wheelchairs.
Confirmed.
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As Graham will be in Australia, Rudolf (Roo) Schiller will conduct the raffles.
Before closing the meeting, President Gary announced we have a new sponsor: Barbarino’s
Pub & Restaurant who are supplying vouchers for our raffles and offering RSL members 10%
discount on drinks. An advert will appear in the next issue of the newsletter.
The raffle was drawn, No 9 Bill Hall. (Lucky Bill)
BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING WAS CLOSED AT 1546 HRS
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