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PRESIDENTS REPORT - July 2018 

      Hi to all our members and everyone else 

around the world that takes the time to read 

our monthly newsletter. 

     This month started with the Albert Clifford 

RIP (Subic Bay RSL Past President) Memorial 

Medical Mission which was conducted in Subic 

Bay on Sat 7th Jul. The entire RSL-AC Sub-

Branch Committee, many wives and members, 

Doc De Guzman and wife June and the RBI 

Steakhouse team, all made the trip over there 

to ensure it was a resounding success.  Thank 

you all most sincerely for making the effort, 

Albert would have been exceptionally pleased.  

President’s Report 
By: Gary Barnes – Sub-Branch President 

LEFT  After a long drive to Subic Bay, 
chatting to the local RSL Sub Branch 
members, meeting the Hong Kong Fat 
Boys, thanking the medical volunteers 
and helping with the medicines, 
President Gary Barnes was 
exhausted and took a break on a 
wheelchair. He was back to normal 
later after taking some medicine as 
prescribed by Dr San Miguel and his 
assistant, Johnnie Walker. 
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     We have confirmed that we will purchase a 

Mitsubishi FUSO Canter FE 71, which has been 

ordered, with delivery expected late August. 

Sincerest thanks to Dave Caracciolo and all the 

folks in Australia that have donated some 

serious money to assist with purchasing this 

much needed truck.  

     The formal plans for the new clubrooms and 

wheelchair storage and assembly facility, have 

been completed by our hard working secretary. 

An exceptionally professional job from 

someone who spent much of his working life in 

that type of work.  Quite obviously we are very 

lucky to have Phil on the committee, and on 

behalf of you all, I would like to thank him for a 

great job. The committee has now ratified those 

plans and the owner of the Fenson Hotel has 

been given a formal briefing. He will inform us 

of his clearance of those plans, or any changes 

he requires, in the near future. 

      Hearing Aids, we still need as many as any of 

you out there can procure for us. If you can 

source any and need a way of getting them to 

us, just contact one of the committee members 

by Email and we will take it from there. A BIG 

thank you to Australian Hearing, based in 

Maroochydore, QLD, who have recently 

provided us with 34 devices. 

     Raffles - I raise this subject yet AGAIN. Our 

raffle sellers on Monday and Saturday nights 

need a hand. Just an hour a week for a few 

members would suffice and keep everyone in 

the regular team happy and sane. Drop into 

Emotions on a Monday or ENVY on a Saturday 

and see Dave or Graham. Your support will be 

very much appreciated.  

     Membership renewals and the generation of 

new members continues to concern the 

committee. We are working through the 

membership card issue with Victorian State 

Branch, however, that alone is not going to 

increase our membership.  

     I am concerned with some of the derogatory 

“rumours" that I hear out and around the place 

concerning your RSL Sub-Branch. If you are one 

of those folks, and I suspect that those 

spreading this malicious rubbish, do not read 

this newsletter, so I may well be wasting my 

time. However, if you do and you have concerns 

about how, we the committee, do business, 

then man up and give me or one of the two 

Vice Presidents a call. I/we are happy to discuss 

the working of the AC RSL Sub-Branch with 

anyone at a suitable time to both parties. 

     On a final note, two important dates are 

looming. Don't forget Vietnam Veterans Day on 

Saturday the 18th Aug, the Australian Embassy 

will be represented by the Defence Attaché, 

who will be our guest for the day. And FIESTA 

2019 is just around the corner, we need to 

appoint a Sub-Committee very soon to assist 

with the planning of this event. Anyone keen to 

lend a hand, please get in touch with any of the 

committee.    

    I hope this newsletter finds you all healthy, 

happy and now spending your tax return. 

Best Regards, 

Gary B  
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This is serial part four of our series on the Royal Air Force (RAF). Serial part five will be in August edition. Ed 
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DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. 
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or 

opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 
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FILIPINO AIF VOLUNTEERS:  
IN THE TRADITION OF JOSÉ RIZAL  

Part 7:  Active service, phase 2 – 3051 Private William Gar 
(1891-1916) 

This year, as we mark the centenary of Armistice Day when the 
guns fell silent on the Western Front in 1918, we also honour the 
120th anniversary of the Proclamation of Independence of the 
Filipino nation. The four sons of a Filipino-Australian family from 
Darwin were among those who volunteered during WW1, and their 
service and sacrifice could be seen to be in the tradition of the 
Filipino martyr and national hero Dr José Rizal. 

War Service 

José Rizal’s first novel Noli Me Tángere (‘Touch me Not’, 1887) 
was primarily noted as having a hopeful and uplifting atmosphere. 
This was mirrored in 1915 for the brothers William, Mateo 
(Matthew), Palencio (Paulincho) and Guillermo (Glamor) from 
Darwin in their patriotic enlistment, their ceremonious farewells 
and, for three of them, the cheering adventure of embarkation in a 
crowded troopship. 

Rizal’s sequel however, El Filibusterismo (‘The Reign of Greed’, 
1891), was dark and foreboding with a heavy overlay of intense and 
dramatic violence. This again was very much the experience of the 
Garr brothers in the second phase of their war experience, 
deployment into the battlefields of Europe. 

3051 Private William Gar (1891-1916) 

William Ga, born on Thursday Island on 26 November 1891, was a 
labourer with the Public Works Department in Darwin in 1915. He 
was the first Filipino from Darwin to apply for the Australian Imperial 
Force, although he actually departed with the Fifth Northern 
Territory Contingent on 16 August 1915. After training in Brisbane, 
he embarked for Egypt with a reinforcement detail for the 9th 
Battalion AIF. William transferred to the 4th Pioneer Battalion AIF at 
Tel-el-Kebir, and then joined the 4th Australian Division in France 
with the 1st ANZAC Corps. 

Active service, phase 2 

The second phase of William Gar’s war service reflected the 
themes of Rizal’s second novel El Filibusterismo: beginning with 
the foreboding intensity of training and security duties on the Suez 
Canal, and then with the 4th Australian Division’s dramatic 
confrontation with the enemy. 

William Gar entered the line near Armentieres in June 1916, where 
the 4th Pioneers were first engaged on defensive works at Bois 
Grenier. They were immediately engaged by the enemy – in their 
first three days, 25 to 27 June, the battalion lost one killed and 
seven wounded. 

In July the pioneers moved to Fleurbaix where they were engaged 
in night work, suffering further casualties. At the end of the month 
they were at Albert, constructing a road through La Boiselle and 
communications trenches, wire entanglements and a strong-point 
near Pozières. A total of ten men were wounded during that month. 
The casualty list continued to grow dramatically, running to eight 
pages in the battalion’s War Diary for August.  

By November the battalion was working on the Somme east of 
Albert on the Decauville Tramlines, between Mametz and 
Longueval, establishing cuttings, plate-laying, ballasting and 
regrading. The battalion lost five killed and seven wounded in that 
month – including 3051 Private William Gar and 3441 Corporal 
Robert Owen, killed on 30 November when a high explosive shell 
fell on them.  

During this artillery bombardment William, aged 25, ‘gave his life 
without hesitancy’ in the words of Rizal. His thoughts might have 
mirrored those of the dying Elias in Noli Me Tángere, a character 
representative of the common Filipino which Rizal used to personify 
himself (foreshadowing his own execution):  

I shall die without seeing the dawn break upon my homeland.  
You, who shall see it, salute it!  

Do not forget those who have fallen during the night. 

Gar and Owen were buried beside each other in a cemetery which 
had been established along the Longueval-Maricourt Road, south 
of the village of Longueval.  

Carlos Ga first publicly mourned the loss of his son William during 
a memorial service to the fallen at Christ Church in Darwin on the 
second anniversary of the Gallipoli landing.  

After the war, a Soldiers’ Monument Committee in Darwin 
established a memorial to honour the Northern Territory men who 
had died on war service, which was unveiled on Sunday 24 April 
1921. The Soldiers’ Monument was a polished grey granite column 
standing upon a red granite base, erected in ‘Liberty Square’ 
opposite Government House. This memorial (today called the 
Darwin Cenotaph, located in Bicentennial Park) bears the names 
of William Gar and his brother Matthew (Martien Mateo Ga, 1889-
1917) – although both were listed under the surname ‘Garr’.  

A regular attender at commemoration ceremonies each following 
year was the old Manilaman Carlos Ga, until his death on 16 
February 1931. The local newspaper noted: “The old man was a 
familiar figure at Anzac and Armistice Day celebrations for he never 
failed to deposit his wreath in memory of his lost ones”.   

It has been at this cenotaph every year on Anzac Day and 
Remembrance Day that the citizens of multicultural Darwin show 
that these Anzacs are not forgotten – to paraphrase Rizal’s words 
in Mi Último Adios: with vibrant and clear notes of song and prayer 
we are ‘constantly repeating the essence of the faith’ these fallen 
heroes keep.  
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While Carlos Ga and the other families in attendance mourned on 
these solemn occasions, perhaps too they heard their loved one 
echoing Rizal’s plea on the eve of his death: “Give thanks that now 
I rest from the wearisome day . . . to die is to rest”. 

*  *  *  *  * 

In the tradition of the martyr and Filipino national hero José Rizal – 
Non Omnis Moriar (‘I shall not wholly die’) – the Garr brothers are 
remembered today because their names appear on monuments 
and honour rolls throughout Australia and overseas. Their mortal 
lives may have passed, but they have ‘not altogether died’.  

Lest we Forget 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

 

Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been  

established as a tribute to all Australian Service 

 personnel and others who have served in the d 

efence of Australia and Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger |  ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

Captions 

Image 1: The Darwin Soldiers’ Monument was unveiled on 24 April 1921 in 
‘Liberty Square’ outside Government House (‘The House of Seven Gables’). This 
is an original photo from 1937 with the Darwin Garrison on parade.  

Image 2: This photograph from 1984 shows the Darwin Soldiers’ Monument in 
the grounds of the Darwin Civic Centre, near the Darwin City Council offices. The 
cenotaph was relocated to the Civic Centre in 1970, and remained there until 
1992. 

Image 3: The name of 3051 Private William Gar (1891-1916) was 
commemorated on the Darwin Soldiers’ Monument (although his name was 
recorded as ‘Garr’).  
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TIME FOR A BIT OF FUN 

LEXOPHILIA  
  
 

Velcro - what a rip off! 
  
How does Moses make tea?    
Hebrews it! 
  
Venison for dinner again? 
Oh deer! 
  
A cartoonist was found dead in his home.        
Details are sketchy. 
       
Haunted French pancakes give me the crêpes. 
 
England has no kidney bank, but it does have a 
Liverpool. 
  
I tried to catch some fog, but I mist. 
  
They told me I had type-A blood, but it was a Typo. 
  
 I changed my iPod's name to Titanic. It's syncing 
now. 
  
Jokes about German sausage are the wurst. 
  
I know a guy who's addicted to brake fluid, but he 
says he can stop any time. 
  
I stayed up all night to see where the sun went, and 
then it dawned on me. 
  
This girl said she recognized me from the vegetarian 
club, but I'd never met herbivore 
 
 When chemists die, they barium. 

 I'm reading a book about anti-gravity.  I just can't put 
it down. 
  
 I did a theatrical performance about puns.  It was a 
play on words. 
  
 Why were the Indians here first?  They had 
reservations. 
  
 I didn't like my beard at first.  Then it grew on me. 
  
Did you hear about the cross-eyed teacher who lost 
her job because she couldn't control her pupils? 
  
 When you get a bladder infection, urine trouble. 
  
Broken pencils are pointless. 
  
What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive 
vocabulary?  A thesaurus. 
  
I dropped out of communism class because of lousy 
Marx. 
  
All the toilets in New York's police stations have been 
stolen. The police have nothing to go on. 
  
 I got a job at a bakery because I kneaded dough. 
  
 Don’t worry about old age; it doesn’t last. 
 
 
Thanks to member Vic Meller for this contribution. If you 
don’t like them, take it out on him.  Ed
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www.beyondtheblackstump.com 

 

http://www.beyondtheblackstump.com/
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwje9veU2LbcAhWNQd4KHcRyABwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fartistsyndicate.ca%2Fwp%2Fbeyond-the-black-stump%2F&psig=AOvVaw0xHLNdTHUgiz1RA0fMOajR&ust=1532485675894616
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     A soldier’s philosophy on life in  
                the armed forces  
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This seem appropriate being the 100th 
Anniversary of the RAF. 
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Hotel Fenson 

1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

President 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: + 63-995-052-8994 
Email:   garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

Vice Presidents 

Chris Weeks 
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149 
Email:  chris.weeks@hotmail.com 

Scott Chambers 
Mobile: +63-998-561-1744 
Email:  wine.guy321@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

Philip Salmon 
Mobile: +63-9287424628 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Treasurer 

Ron Parrott 
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

  Membership Officer                             Editor 

  David Shine                                                              Larry Smith 
  Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168                                  Mobile: +61=423-238-620 
  Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com                 Email: Tassiedevil47@gmail.com 

 

Quartermaster                                       
      Vacant                                                                                            
Mobile: +63-9                                                                                                                                                          
Email:  

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 (zero) before the number 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 
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Returned & Services League of Australia 

Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines  

MINUTES OF MONTHLY 
GENERAL MEETING HELD  

Call to order: at 1404hrs. by Vice President Chris Weeks 

Ode to the fallen Recited by Vice President Chris Weeks 
 

Attendance 10 as registered 
 
Visitor/s: None present  
 
New members/transfers: None present  
  
Apologies: President Gary Barnes  
 
The secretary informed the Vice President that we did not have a quorum. 
 
The secretary quoted (in part) 13,9B (c) (2) from the State Rules and By-Laws:- 

If within half an hour after the appointed time for the commencement of the Ordinary General 
Meeting a quorum is not present, the chairman must adjourn the Ordinary General Meeting to a 
date not less than twenty one (21) days from the original meeting…….. 

 
It was agreed by all that the inclement weather may have prevented members from attending.  
 
The Vice President called for the raffle to be drawn, winner: #9. Lucky Ron Parrott 
  
Vice President Chris Weeks thanked the members that attended and adjourned the Ordinary General 
Meeting at 1430 hrs. 
 

CLOSED AT 1430 HRS 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

◄This cartoon refers to our advert on page 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Dave Donney for the cartoon. 

 


