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      Hi to all our 

members and 

everyone else 

around the world 

that takes the 

time to read our 

monthly 

newsletter. Well 

what a wet old 

month so far, eleven days and nights of almost 

non-stop rain, then yesterday and this morning, 

wonderful  sunshine, followed by a massive storm  

this afternoon, continuing as I sit typing this 

report. Well it is the wet season after all !!!! 

The month started with our joint RSL-AC / CDC 

(Clark Development Corporation) Medical Mission 

(MM) in the Clark Economic Zone. Numbers were 

a little down on our normal MM's, however we 

had 675 attend from three surrounding 

Barangay’s, primarily populated by Indigenous 

families. Consequently, we regard that as an 

outstanding success. Thank all you members and 

your families for travelling out to Clark and 

supporting the MM. 

      The fund raising to purchase our new truck, 

passionately driven by David Caracciolo, based in 

Mackay, QLD, has reached AUD$32,500. That is 

an excellent effort David, thank you so much for 

your aggressive determination in achieving that 

result so far. With luck, we should now have the 

new vehicle on the road in a few months. 

     Further good news to pass on concerning the 

new clubrooms and wheelchair storage and 

assembly facility.  We have been given clearance 

by management to use two rooms in the Fenton 

Hotel and hopefully the Committee will sign off 

President’s Report 
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on the design over the next few weeks. Tenders 

will then be sought for the construction, with the 

aim of completion and occupation being before 

the end of this year.  

     Our membership numbers are down a little on 

this time last year and I and your Committee 

appreciate some of the concerns that may be 

influencing that drop off. That said, in relation to 

one of those concerns, that is the delay in the 

issuance of membership cards, I have written 

personally to the President of the Victorian State 

Branch (our higher HQ) concerning a number of 

concerns the Committee has, but primarily, 

asking yet again, that the situation concerning the 

issuing of membership cards be addressed as a 

matter of urgency. His reply via the State 

Secretary on membership cards was as follows: 

"Our manager of Membership and Marketing is 

Mr Brad Swain and I have forwarded to him a 

copy of this letter. Be assured that our 

Membership team will remain in contact with 

your Sub - Branch membership officer and we will 

work with the data you have provided to ensure 

any card related, or database accuracy issues are 

addressed based on the information you provide"  

      Rest assured that if there has been no positive 

action by the end of this month concerning this 

issue, our Membership Officer, Dave Shine, and I, 

will follow up immediately and more rigorously. 

     That said, we need more members and I urge 

you all to do your best and encourage some of 

the newer expats now residing in Angeles City 

and the surrounding areas, to join our club. The 

monies from all memberships, both new and 

renewed, contributes significantly to our ability to 

continue conducting our monthly Medical 

Missions. 

     And, without seeming to ramble on too long, I 

have another request for assistance. As you all 

know we now run our weekly raffles at two well 

established venues, Envy on Saturday evenings 

and Emotions on Monday evenings. We urgently 

need some help for our hard working ticket 

selling team. Even if it is just for an hour of your 

time at one of those venues every few weeks. 

That would be greatly appreciated and if we had 

a few folks doing the same, would reduce the 

work load of our regular team. 

     Lastly and unfortunately on a sad note, I, along 

with VP Chris Weeks, our Secretary Phil Salmon 

and a few other members represented the AC-

RSL at the funeral service for Norman Macon, RIP.  

Norman, an ex-American serviceman, was a truly 

wonderful man and had been a member of our 

RSL Sub-Branch for quite a few years. Further 

details about Norman are included later in this 

newsletter. 

I hope this newsletter finds you all healthy and 

happy. 

Best Regards, 

Gary B  
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This is serial part three of our series on the Royal Air Force (RAF). Serial part four will be in July edition. Ed
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FILIPINO AIF VOLUNTEERS:  
IN THE TRADITION OF JOSÉ RIZAL  

Part 6 : Active service, phase 2 – 4417 Private Glamor Garr 
MM 

This year marks the 120th anniversary of the Proclamation of 
Independence of the Filipino nation, and we also mark the 
centenary of Armistice Day when the guns fell silent on the Western 
Front in 1918. Among those who volunteered during WW1 were the 
four sons of a Filipino-Australian family from Darwin, whose service 
and sacrifice could be seen to be in the tradition of the martyr and 
Filipino national hero Dr José Rizal. 

War Service 

José Rizal’s first novel Noli Me Tángere (‘Touch me Not’, 1887) 
was primarily noted as having a hopeful and uplifting atmosphere. 
This was mirrored in 1915 for the brothers William, Mateo 
(Matthew), Palencio (Paulincho) and Guillermo (Glamor) from 
Darwin in their patriotic enlistment, their ceremonious farewells 
and, for three of them, the cheering adventure of embarkation in a 
crowded troopship. 

Rizal’s sequel however, El Filibusterismo (‘The Reign of Greed’, 
1891), was dark and foreboding with a heavy overlay of intense and 
dramatic violence. This again was very much the experience of the 
Garr brothers in the second phase of their war experience, 
deployment into the battlefields of Europe. 

4417 Private Glamor Garr MM (1892-1973) 

Guillermo Gah was a South Australian, born in Palmerston (as 
Darwin was then known) on 2 December 1892, during the period 
when the Northern Territory was administered by South Australia.  

He was the fifth child and third son of the Filipino pearlshell diver 
Carlos Ga and his Welsh wife Mary Anne, and as a boy was known 
as ‘Glomo’. Guillermo later worked as a labourer and pearlshell 
diver, one of the 52 Filipinos recorded as living in Darwin in 1911.  

Following the path of his three brothers, Guillermo applied to join 
the AIF on 23 November 1915, aged 22, giving his name as 
‘Glamor Garr’ (see Part 5, ‘Active Service Phase 1’). After training 
in Brisbane and then Egypt, he went to France with the 26th 
Battalion AIF, and was thrown almost immediately into the attack 
on Pozières between 27 July and 7 August 1916. 

Active service, phase 2 

The second phase of Glamor Garr’s war service reflected the 
themes of Rizal’s second novel El Filibusterismo: beginning with 
the foreboding intensity of training at Polygon Camp in Egypt, and 
then with the 2nd Australian Division’s dramatic confrontation with 
the enemy. 

At Pozières, fellow Territorian James Dymock wrote in a letter 
home that they were subjected to a heavy bombardment, including 
gas shells: “As it was between 12 and 1 am we were all asleep, but 
when the gas alarm sounded every man was quicker than the other 
in getting his gas helmet on”.    

On 4 August 1916, the 26th Battalion attacked in its sector in five 
waves, gaining a further 700 metres and taking two rows of 
trenches. A counter-attack on the battalion’s right flank the next 
morning attack was repulsed by machine-gun fire – Dymock again 
reported: “Although we beat them off we could not have stayed off 
another attack”.   

The battalion was partially relieved on the night of 5-6 August under 
a heavy artillery bombardment, and the bombardment continued all 
day until the battalion was eventually fully relieved. Among the 
casualties on 6 August was Private Glamor Garr, who suffered 
gunshot wounds to the back and chest.  

That night he was evacuated through a Casualty Clearing Station 
to the 23rd General Hospital at Étaples, and in October he joined 
No 1 Convalescent Depot at Le Havre. His elder brother William 
wrote: “Poor Glomo has been wounded; I don’t know how long ago, 
but I don’t think it was a very dangerous wound or I would have 
heard more about him”.  

After convalescing in England, Glamor Garr rejoined his battalion 
in April 1917 in the Hindenburg Line defences, and saw action at 
Bullecourt. The battalion then switched to the Ypres Salient in 
Belgium, and Glamor fought at Menin Road and Broodseinde 
Ridge.  

On the night of 17 July 1918, the 26th Battalion held off two major 
enemy counter-attacks. One of the most vulnerable positions lost 
communication with its company headquarters. Private Garr was 
recommended by the commander of the 7th Infantry Brigade for the 
Military Medal for his bravery in the field that night:   

During the attack South of VILLERS BRETONNEUX on the night 
17/18th July 1918, this soldier displayed great coolness and 
exceptional bravery under very heavy artillery fire. In company with 
Private HOMAN, he succeeded in carrying messages back under 
intense artillery and machine gun fire in the face of what seemed 
certain death. By his action, much needed assistance was secured, 
and the position saved.   

Private Garr’s Military Medal was gazetted on 11 December 1918. 
Glamor Garr then participated in the great offensive that began on 
8 August 1918, took leave in England, and was with his battalion 
when the Armistice was declared. He embarked on HT Ypiringa on 
15 May 1919 for return to Australia, and was discharged in 
Brisbane on 28 August 1919. He served at home during World War 
2, and died in Cairns on 30 April 1973 at the age of 79.   

With severe gunshot wounds to the back and chest, Private 
Guillermo ‘Glamor’ Garr probably thought he had died that night at 
Pozières, but was instead given a second chance. He had been 
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offered the redemption that José Rizal had wished for in his final 
farewell, Mi Último Adios, written on the eve of his execution. 
Glamor Garr not only returned to the front and was decorated for 
bravery, but served in uniform again during World War 2. 

*  *  *  *  * 

In the tradition of the martyr and Filipino national hero José Rizal – 
Non Omnis Moriar (‘I shall not wholly die’) – the Garr brothers are 
remembered today because their names appear on monuments 
and honour rolls throughout Australia and overseas. Their mortal 
lives may have passed, but they have ‘not altogether died’.  

Lest we Forget 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

 

Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been  
established as a tribute to all Australian Service personnel and others  
who have served in the defence of Australia and Australia’s interests. 
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger | ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

Captions 

Image 1: Guillermo Gah (1892-1973) in 1916, pictured while serving overseas 
with the 26th Battalion AIF. 

Image 2: Private Glamor Garr’s Military Medal was announced in the London 
Gazette of 10 December 1918, 3rd Supplement dated 11 December 1918, page 
14669. 
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DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch 
of the R&SLA, the Committee 

and the Editor take no 
responsibilities for any errors, 

omissions or inaccuracies 
contained in this newsletter. 

Nor do they accept any 
liability for loss or damage 

suffered directly or indirectly 
for use of information 

contained in this newsletter. 
Nor do they warrant that 

articles or opinions published 
in this newsletter are 

necessarily the opinions held 
by the Sub-branch, the 

Committee or the Editor 
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65th anniversary of the Korean 

War Armistice  

The commemoration of the 65th anniversary of the Korean 

War Armistice will take place at 11am on Friday 27 July 

2018. A service will take place at the Australian National 

Korean War Memorial on Anzac Parade in Canberra. 

The present-day border between North and South Korea 

approximates the border as it was in June 1950 when North 

Korea invaded the south, beginning a war that pitted the 

Cold War powers of communist China and the Soviet Union 

against the United States and her allies fighting under United 

Nations’ auspices in a massive military confrontation. 

All three of Australia’s armed services took part in the 

Korean War. The Royal Australian Navy committed ships 

four days after the war began; the Royal Australian Air 

Force’s 77 Squadron was deployed to Korea within a week 

of the invasion; and the first Australian ground troops arrived 

in September 1950.  

The Armistice ending three years of fighting on the Korean 

peninsula was signed on 27 July 1953. About 17,000 

Australian personnel served in Korea, including Army and 

RAAF nurses. Some 340 were killed, more than 1,200 were 

wounded and 30 were taken prisoner. 

For more information, visit the DVA website. 

 

 

Nominations open for the 75th 
Anniversary for Hellfire Pass 

Nominations are now open for eligible Australian 

veterans to attend the commemoration of the 75th 

anniversary of Australian work on Hellfire Pass and 

the completion of the Thai-Burma Railway. The 

service will be held at 11am at the Ex-Prisoners of 

War Memorial, in Ballarat, Victoria on Tuesday 16 

October 2018 and nominations close at 5pm on 3 

August 2018. 

 

DVA will support the attendance of successful 

nominees, each accompanied by a nominated carer. 

 

More than 2,800 Australians are believed to have 

died working on the Railway, some 700 of them at 

Hellfire Pass. The site was named for the brutal 

working conditions prisoners endured and the 

carbide lights, bamboo fires and hessian wicks in 

containers full of diesel oil which lit up the night. One 

former prisoner said it ‘looked like a scene out of 

Dante’s Inferno’. 

 

Work on the site at Konyu in Thailand began in late 

April 1943, and involved drilling, blasting and digging 

through solid rock. Work on the railway continued 

until 16 October 1943 when the two ends of the 

track were joined. 

 

To learn more or access the nomination form, 

contact 02 6120 8078 or visit the event page on the 

DVA website.  

 

https://dva.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ebca0e3a786917aa375083&id=f4a3e4d91b&e=8b0139839e
https://dva.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ebca0e3a786917aa375083&id=a46262f02c&e=8b0139839e
https://dva.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ebca0e3a786917aa375083&id=a46262f02c&e=8b0139839e
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Hotel Fenson 
1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

President 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: + 63-993-052-8994 
Email: garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

Vice Presidents 

Chris Weeks 
Mobile: +63-927-320-4194 
Email:  chris.weeks@hotmail.com 

Scott Chambers 
Mobile: +63-998-561-1744 
Email:  wine.guy321@yahoo.com.au 

Secretary 

Philip Salmon 
Mobile: +63-9287424628 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Treasurer 

Ron Parrott 
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

 
 Membership Officer                              Editor 

David Shine                                                                 Larry Smith 
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168                                   Mobile: +61-423 -238-620 
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com                  Email:  tassiedevil47@gmail.com 

 

Quartermaster                                       
 Vacant                                                                                              
 Mobile: +63-9                                                                       l:                                                                                                  
Email:  

 

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 

 

 

 

mailto:david.shine60@yahoo.com
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Returned & Services League of Australia 

Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines 

MINUTES OF MONTHLY 
GENERAL MEETING HELD 

                       19th JUNE 2018 

Call to order: at 1444hrs. 

The doorman placed the “do not enter” sign on the door. 
 
The President asked the members to turn off all phones recorders etc. 

The secretary confirmed we have a quorum. 
 
Ode to the fallen Recited by President Gary Barnes 
The President asked the members to remember Norman Macon during the silent tribute and gave a brief 
outline of his activities in the Philippines. 

 
Attendance: 16 as registered. 
 
Visitor/s: No visitors/guests. 
 
Apologies: Peter Renton. 
 
New members/transfers: None present. 
 
President:- 

The President warmly welcomed the Treasurer, Ron Parrott and Ray Sauvala back to the Philippines. 
 
Secretary:- 
As usual, the minutes of the last general meeting were in the newsletter. 
 

Motion: The minutes of the general meeting held 15th May 2018 be accepted as a true and accurate 
record. 
 
MOVED Philip Salmon SECONDED Chris Weeks  CARRIED 

 
Matters arising from minutes:- 

Ref: The RSL web site and the newsletters not being included. Secretary has not attended to as yet 
due to heavy commitments during the past month. 
(Note: during the meeting, it was announced that the web site actually has been fixed and now 
includes all of the newsletters). 
 

Inward correspondence:- 
John Wallace Requesting letter to Bendigo City Council to confirm raising money 

for charity. 
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Alan Hingston (Apex) Asking for an up-date on hearing aids & mail out to all Apex 
Clubs. Sample shown to the members. 

 
David Caracciolo                        Emails in relation to raising funds for the truck. Now raised $30,000. 
 

Copy of letter from                     Charity Funding. 
Hon Julie Bishop MP. 
 
Outward Correspondence:- 

Australian Ambassador*  Invite to attend Vietnam Veterans Day. 
Keith Payne VC*   Invite to attend Vietnam Veterans Day. 
David Caracciolo*   Invite to attend Vietnam Veterans Day. 
Larry Adkison Requesting permission to use Clarke Cemetery. 
Bendigo City Council  Details of the John Wallace wood raffles. 
Bruce Turner State RSL)  Proxy for State Congress. 
Alan Hingston (Apex)  Permission to advertise for hearing aids. 
 
Motion: The inward correspondence be accepted and the outgoing correspondence be endorsed. 
 
MOVED Philip Salmon SECONDED Steve Innes  CARRIED 
 
(Note: Although listed in “Inward Correspondence”, the President provided more detail on the Emails 
from David Caracciolo in general business) 
 
(Note: Items shown * were sent by the President as per agreed at committee level) 

 
Treasurers Report:- 

The President congratulated Ron for producing an interim report as he has just arrived back from 
Australia. 
Ron presented and tabled his report for May 2018 (copy with the original minutes). As this is an 
incomplete report, no vote was taken to accept it. A full report will be presented at the next general 
meeting. 

 
Matters arising from treasurer’s report:- 

President Gary gave an explanation on the AUD $20,000 to be transferred from our Australian CBA 
account. He will personally bring it with him when he returns from his annual trip to Australia. He also 
explained that $10,000 is not the maximum you can leave the country with but it must be declared at 
customs. 
 

Welfare report:- 
VP Chris Weeks gave a brief report on the wheelchair situation. In May, the wheelchair team issued 4 
special, 2 regular and 1 adult chair. This is the end of the wheelchairs until the next consignment. 
Only one chair remains which is only good for spares and one chair was returned. Several members 
have attended businesses at Subic Bay re: the importation of the next consignment and also storage. 
It is also possible that we may be able to use a facility in Clark controlled by H & R Trading House. 
Mention was made of the young lad that had his photograph in the last newsletter. He was born 
minus an arm, has club feet and is in need of facial surgery. Chris has arranged for him to meet with 
a surgeon and hopefully arrange the cleft lip operation. 

 
Membership report: See general business. 
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Medical Missions report:- 

Davis Shine advised that 675 children attended the last medical mission held in Clark. The next 
mission is the Albert Clifford Memorial Medical Mission to be held at Subic Bay July 7th. Mud maps are 
available from David. 

 
General Business:- 

President Gary advised that the Ambassador has declined the invitation to attend Vietnam Veterans 
day. He will follow up with the Embassy to have a suitable replacement. 
 
Gary also explained more on the correspondence from David Caracciolo and the email from the Hon. 
Julie Bishop MP. David has now raised $30,000*** for the new truck. It’s no longer a dream, it’s a 
reality. 
 
The Hotel Fenson would like a building date for the new rooms. The secretary is in the drafting stage 
of a proposed design. 
 
Membership: President Gary advised that our membership numbers are down on previous years, 
many members apparently are not re-joining and one of the issues concerning those people is that 
the plastic membership cards are not arriving from the State Branch. Gary will now contact the 
membership section direct. We propose to have our own card printer and we feel that the State 
Branch should pay for it. 
 
Raffles: The President would like to see more members attend the Envy and Emotion’s raffle nights 
to assist in the selling of the tickets. The State of Origin raffle was a great success with many RSL 
members attending. The 2nd State of Origin raffle will be held at Emotions as Envy has asked the 
Thunder Motorcycle Club to hold a raffle at that event. (Note: Thunder also conduct a lot of charity 
work around Angeles City) Secretary will get mail out advising that we will be at Emotions for round 
two on Sunday 24th June at 6pm. 
 
Scott Chambers donates a huge amount of meat for the raffles. And we thank him most sincerely for 
his continued generosity. He would like someone to attend to wrapping the meat for the prizes. 
Graham Crispin volunteered for the next weekend. The committee will resolve the continued 
completion of this task. 
 
Graham suggested we try to get corporate sponsorship and possibly conduct a Christmas raffle for a 
motorcycle.  To be discussed in detail at next committee meeting in Jul. 
 
*** Note: after the meeting, the secretary received an email. The amount raised for the new 
truck is now $32, 500. 
 
The raffle was drawn #22. Lucky Roo Schiller. 
 
BEING NO MORE BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 1507 HRS 

 


