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I’m writing this report from good old Queensland, yes, 
I’m in Australia for my annual pilgrimage and catching 
up with friends and family. Fortunately for me, this has 
been the warmest winter since records were kept but 
it’s still chilly at night and in the mornings. I’ll be glad 
when I get back to the Philippines as I’m sure my body 
was designed for the climate in Angeles City.  
Not only the climate that I miss but also the cost of 
living. I’m sure I could not afford to live in Australia 
now, everything seems to be so expensive.  
I’ve had regular contact with the committee while here 
and I’m led to believe it’s been a quite month in the 

Sub Branch but I guess we needed a bit of a rest after 
the build up to Vietnam Veterans Day and the visit from 
Keith Payne VC and his good lady Florence Payne 
OAM.  
Our next big event will be the annual Walking Street 
Fiesta when we celebrate Australia Day. This may seem 
early with 4 more months to go but planning is well in 
hand. The secretary informs me that we have 27 
booths reserved now so if any business is thinking of 
joining the fiesta, please contact the secretary as we 
have limited vacancies.  
The latest to join us in the fiesta is the HMR Trading 
Haus who have reserved two booths. One booth will be 
selling Australian foods both hot and cold and the other 
will be similar to what is available at their Mabalacat 
store in the SM Hypermarket. The curry cook-off 
competition has 7 contenders which is an improvement 
on the 2017 but there is still room for more.  
My report is usually prepared after the monthly general 
meeting but as most of the executive were away, the 
meeting was cancelled. As such, I have nothing to 
report and so this will be my shortest report so far.  
 
Time now to start preparing for my return to Angeles, 
see you next month. 
Cheers from Australia 

President Bob 

 

President’s Report 
By: Robert (Bob) Barnes – Sub-Branch President 
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Raffle every Monday, drawn at 6:00pm. Great Prizes 
 

 

 

Tuesday 10th October 2017 

2 pm WEFARE MEETING  
2:00pm Social Tuesday at Hotel Fenton 
4:00pm Candy Bar – Blue Flame – Night Moves  

Tuesday 24th October 2017 

2 pm HOTEL FENSON 
4:00pm Voodoo – La Bamba – Rhapsody,s 

 

Tuesday 17th October 2017 
GENERAL MEETING  

2:00pm Social Tuesday Hotel Fenton 
4:00pm Touch of Class – Emotion’s –  
JD Sports Bar   

 

Tuesday 31ST October 2017 

2 pm HOTEL FENSON 
4:00pm Hotel Fenson 
PLUS free nibbles from the hotel Fenson kitchen 
 

Saturday 7th October 2017 
MEDICAL MISSION 
Macapagal Village 
Clark Freeport 
SEE MUD MAP BELOW & BLUE BOOK 

 
 

Tuesday 3rd October 2017 

2 pm COMMITTEE MEETING 

2:00pm Social Tuesday at Hotel Fenton 
4:00pm Ice Bar – Baby Dolls – Night Moves 

 

Check our web site 

www.rslangelescity.com 
secretary@rslangelescity.com 
 
 

http://www.rslangelescity.com/
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DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the 
Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies 
contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for loss or 

damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in 
this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in 
this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the 

Committee or the Editor 
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Continuing the story on 
Dubai PART 2 

 

Last month we went to the gold 
souq, the Dubai Mall and the 
Miracle Gardens. The story 
continues….. 

 

We had plans of taking a one 
day trip and tour to Abu Dhabi 
which our travel mates had 
done previously. When we 
went to make a booking with 
Tatiana we were informed that 
several parts of the tour no 
longer existed so it did not make going financially 
viable. So we have decided that next trip to the 
area, we will go directly from Dubai airport to 
Abu Dhabi for a few days then relocate back to 
Dubai. 

We wanted to visit, as part of the original tour, 
the Sheik Zayed Grand Mosque, which, 
interestingly has since been renamed the ‘Mary, 
Mother of Jesus Mosque’ (how about that!!) 

(see picture above) 

 

So instead we stayed locally and our 
wives did some shopping in two regional 
shopping centres. 

The following day saw us being picked 
up from our hotel in a late model Toyota 
Land Cruiser V8- eight seater SUV by an 
Emirati driver in full arab rig and driven 
about 1.5 hours out into the sand dunes, 
for a desert safari.  

 

We met up at an area with several market type 
shops where many other safari companies 
congregated to deflate tyres, blow sand out of air 
filters and allow a couple of traders bring in their 
falcon birds for photo opportunities. 

 

Eventually when all were ready we proceeded 
behind this area to the sand dunes where the fun 
began. High speed up/down and around sand 
dunes, crisscrossing the area in groups of seven 
vehicles.  

 A brief stop after about 30 minutes of fun then 
we returned, in the same fashion to the form-up 
area, where tyres were re-inflated, sand blown 
from filters etc. 

Our next activity on the safari was a trip back into 
the desert to watch the sun set over the sand 
dunes. This was done at speed as our tyres were 
at full pressure. 

From there we were taken along the road back 
toward Dubai where we again exited the road 
and hit the sand dunes. This time were taken to a 
camp type oasis when we were to experience a 
belly dancer and a fire dancer while we had 
dinner. 

 

We were seated on large cushions beside low 
tables which were lined up around a central stage 
area. The whole area was covered in carpet so it 
was easy to walk around. The first thing most 
visitors did was head over to the camel rides 
before eating. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiG1-ekqaPVAhUENbwKHfeDCa0QjRwIBw&url=https://traveldigg.com/sheikh-zayed-grand-mosque-the-most-magnificent-mosques-in-the-world/&psig=AFQjCNGUakE4QjMtC2nnlTjlDKYYnqubLQ&ust=1501033927532843
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwibyuuRr6PVAhUDrJQKHS3CAEUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.arabiandesertdubai.com/desert-safari-dubai-tour-and-adventure-activities/&psig=AFQjCNG2SuiUI43iQyEMKk9gfG3S2pUs9w&ust=1501034359244805
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There was a bar available so I headed over and 
was surprised to find Red Horse beer sold there 
as well as any other type of beer/spirits you 
would want. 

The barman was not an Emirati, looked Filipino 
so I asked  “where are you from mate”  

“Philippines“ “where abouts” “Angeles City” was  
the reply. He said he used to be a security guard 
outside some bar on Fields Avenue. So here he 
was looking after tourists thirst requirement in 
the Dubai Desert. 

 

There was plenty of food 
available, entrée followed by a 
BBQ style buffet. Soft drinks were 
part of the deal. 

The show was very interesting 
and the belly dancer got much 
applause, as did a man who did a 
fire dance. 

On completion of the show and 
meal we made our way back to 
our vehicle where we were taken 
back to our hotel. 

We all agreed that the safari was 
well worth the money. 

 

 

 

The next day was Friday and we failed to realise 
that Fridays are prayer days and no one works for 
several hours. We went back to the gold souq by 
taxi for our wives to make their last minute 
purchases only to be told all was closed until 
4pm. Taxi driver never mentioned it. So we went 
to the City Central Mall and once inside, were 
again shoo’d out as they must shut for a few 
hours or face fines. 

Then we had problems getting a taxi as most of 
the drivers were either Indian, Pakistani, 
Afghanistani or Bangladeshi and they needed to 
get to a mosque. 

We used taxis where ever we went so we met 
male drivers from the countries mentioned 
above, plus Africans and even one from Nepal. 

I can safely say that in every store we went into, 
the staff were Filipino. Hotel staff, restaurants, 
dollar shops, coffee, footwear, supermarkets and 
department stores, all employed Filipino’s. Even 
at the Dubai airport, in uniform, working behind 
the immigration line directing arriving 
passengers through lanes. They man the duty 

free stores at the airport. Even the money 
changer at the airport departure area had two 
Filipino cashiers.  

We reluctantly departed Dubai for Brisbane and 
enjoyed Emirates service again on the 14+ hour 
trip. 

 
                             Editor and his assistant 

                                         The End 
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THE FILIPINO ORIGINS OF  
NORTHERN TERRITORY PLACE NAMES 

Part 8  :  Laurie Cubillo Park 

The Philippine Honorary Consul General for the Northern 
Territory has observed that it is a great honour for Filipino 
families to be acknowledged for their contributions to the 
Northern Territory and Australia through the naming of streets 
and parks in Darwin, Palmerston and Litchfield. 

Cubillo Street in the Darwin suburb of Wanguri recalls the 
family of one of the Filipino-Australian waterside workers who 
was killed in the Bombing of Darwin, 19 February 1942. 
Further to this, in 2004 ‘Laurie Cubillo Park’ in Rosebery was 
registered by Palmerston City Council in memory of Laurie 
Cubillo, a grandson of the Filipino patriarch Antonio Cubillo 
and probably the only Filipino-Australian to serve with the 
Australian forces in South Korea. 

Antonio Pedro Cubillo (1875-1945) 

The Cubillo family of Darwin is descended from Innocencio 
Cubillo, a Filipino-Spanish sail-maker from Calape on Bohol 
Island in the Visayas group, famous today for its Chocolate 
Hills and the small nocturnal primates, Tarsiers. His son 
Antonio Pedro Cubillo left home in 1890 as a 15 year old, 
came to Palmerston (Port Darwin) in January 1895, and 
worked as a pearl-diver under the Indentured Labour Scheme.  

Antonio married Magdelena (known as ‘Lily’) of the Larrakia 
people, and they had a total of ten children, all essentially 
Larrakia but with typically Filipino names: Christina, Alberta, 
Ponciano, Juan, Lorenzo, Martina, Eduardo, Delfin, Anna and 
Felipe. The family lived in the camp outside Darwin town 
known as the ‘Police Paddock’ overlooking Frances Bay (now 
the suburb of Stuart Park), and the boys were all involved with 
the sea and the wharf. 

During WW2, one of Antonio’s sons – Juan (‘John’) Roque 
Cubillo (1906-1942) – was killed on Darwin wharf on 19 
February 1942. Another son, Ponciano Pedro Cubillo (1903-
1988), served in the American Merchant Service, while a third 
son, Delfin Antonio Cubillo (1914-1986), served in the 
Australian Army Dental Corps. 

Juan Roque Cubillo (1906-1942) 

Antonio and Lily’s second son Juan, known variously as 
‘Johnny’ or ‘Rocky’, was a waterside worker at the Darwin 
wharf. In 1942 he was working as mid-ship winchman with 
No.3 Gang on the MV Neptuna, and was killed during the 
first bombing raid on Darwin. John’s wife Louisa and their 
children were evacuated to Katherine and then to Balaklava 
in SA. It was while they were in Katherine that Louisa heard 
the news that her husband had been killed. 

 

7101 Private John Lawrence Cubillo 

The fifth child of John and Louisa Cubillo was born at the 
Two Mile Dam in the Stuart Park area on 4 September 1934. 
He was christened ‘John Lawrence Cubillo’, but grew up 
known as ‘Laurie’. 

As a young boy, Laurie was evacuated from Darwin with his 
mother Louisa and his siblings in February 1942. They lived 
in Balaklava, SA until the end of the war. Louisa brought her 
children back to Darwin in 1946, and they re-established 
themselves in Sidney William huts within the old ‘Parap 118’ 
camp abandoned by the Army. 

Laurie Cubillo served with the Australian Regular Army from 
1952 to 1957, in the Royal Australian Army Service Corps 
(RAASC).  

This included overseas service with the 3rd Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment (3RAR) from 20 August 1954 to 7 
October 1954. The fighting had essentially ended when he 
arrived in Korea (the armistice agreement had been signed 
on 27 July 1953) but 3RAR was involved in training and 
border patrols. 

The battalion returned to Australia in November 1954, but 
Laurie continued serving in Korea with the 1st Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment (1RAR) from 7 October 1954 to 19 
August 1955. The battalion was again involved in training and 
border patrols. Cubillo completed a total of 365 days’ service 
outside Australia.  

In Darwin, Laurie worked with the NT Department of Transport 
and Works for over 40 years. He died on 16 July 2003, leaving 
a widow Janet and seven children. 

Commemoration 

On 7 April 1971, ‘Cubillo Street’ in the Darwin suburb of 
Wanguri was named after Laurie’s mother Mrs Louisa 
Cubillo, the widow of John Roque Cubillo, who had died in 
Darwin on 29 August 1967. 

Laurie Cubillo’s service in Korea did not qualify for the two 
medals available at the time: the Korean War Medal 
recognised active service up to 27 July 1953, and the United 
Nations Service Medal (Korea) only recognised service up to 
27 July 1954.  

However his service is now eligible to be recognised by the 
Australian General Service Medal for Korea which was 
approved on 24 November 2009, rewarding service in South 
Korea between 28 July 1953 and 19 April 1956. He would 
also be eligible to receive the Australian Service Medal 
1945-75 (approved in 1995) with clasp ‘KOREA’. 

‘Laurie Cubillo Park’ in Rosebery was registered by 
Palmerston City Council on 12 May 2004 in his memory. 
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The Armed Forces of the Philippines contributed five Battalion 
Combat Teams to the international force in Korea in 1950-54 
– these were known as the ‘Philippine Expeditionary Force to 
Korea’ (PEFTOK). In addition, Australia also had a significant 
commitment to the Korean War. But Laurie Cubillo was 
probably the only Filipino-Australian to serve in Korea. 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been  

established as a tribute to all Australian Service  

personnel and others who have  served in the 

                        defence of Australia and Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  | ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

Captions 

Image 1: Young Laurie Cubillo, with his mother Louisa and 
siblings. 

 

Image 2:  ‘Laurie Cubillo Park’ in Rosebery (Palmerston) 
recalls the service of Laurie Cubillo, the only Filipino-
Australian to serve in South Korea. 
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HEARING AID PROGRAM MILESTONE REACHED 

The RSL - Angeles City Sub Branch in conjunction 
with the Henson Ear Clinic, has reached a milestone 
in our hearing aid program. In early September we 
have fitted our 500th child with hearing aids. We 
began in August 2013 and have treated children most 
every week since. 

These children were found through the RSL’s 
monthly medical missions, contacts with disability 
support groups, the RSL-Subic Sub Branch, schools 
for the deaf and orphanages. While most are from 
the Angels City area, some have come as far as 
Zambales and even Leyte (a 30 hour van ride). 

The hearing aids have been primarily donated by the 
Lion’s Club of Perth Australia. They are older, 
discarded hearing aids. The children, aged 2 to young 
adults, go to the Henson Ear Clinic for a hearing test 
and, if it is determined that a hearing aid will help 

them, their ear is molded with a silicon molding 
material to mirror their inner ear.  This mold is sent to 
Manila where a permanent plastic mold is made. 
Once that mold comes back, the child then goes back 
to the clinic where the hearing aid is attached and 
fitted and tuned to the ear.  

Wonderfully, the hearing aids are free to the RSL and 
the services at the clinic and molds are provided at 
cost to the RSL. Each hearing aid given costs the RSL 
only 1010 pesos ($25 AUD).  So for $25 AUD we can 
change the life of a child and their whole family. (Hint 
Hint !!) 

Our continuing need is the supply of hearing aids. If 
you can find some, we’ll find a way to get them here 
to Angeles City and in the ears of the needy. Email 
me! 
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A special note of thanks has been earned by The 
Lion’s Club of Perth (hearing aid donator), Dr. Ruben 
Henson III (he authorized the program to be worked 

through his clinic), Jean Meneses (the audiologist) 
who does all the weekly hands on work)  and Bruce 
McTavish (who initiated the program). 

Here’s a picture of a deaf school class signing ‘thank you’ to all of you who support this life changing 
program: 

                        

                   Thank you, and feel free to contact me if you know of a young person that we can help! 
 
                    Greg Mann    
                    Hearing Aid Program Coordinator 
                    (+63) 998-415-9135 
                    Gregoryjmann80004@gmail.com 
             

 THE DEMISE OF JACK TAR (Author unknown)   OLD KING’S NAVY MEN 

 The traditional male sailor was not defined by his looks. He was defined by 

his attitude. 

 

His name was Jack Tar. He was a happy go lucky sort of bloke. He took 

the good times with the bad. 

 

He didn't cry victimisation, bastardisation, discrimination or for his mum 

when things didn't go his way. 

 

He took responsibility for his own sometimes self-destructive actions. 

He loved to laugh at anything or anybody. Rank, gender, race, creed or 

behaviour, it didn't matter to Jack. 

 

He would take the piss out of anyone, including himself. If someone took it 

out of him he didn't get offended. It was a natural part of life. If he offended someone else, so be it. 

http://triservice.blogspot.com.au/2011/08/demise-of-jack-tar-author-unknown.html
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Free from many of the rules of a polite society Jack’s manners were somewhat rough. 

 

His ability to swear was legendary. 

Jack loved women. He loved to chase them to the ends of the 

earth and sometimes he even caught one (less often than he 

would have you believe though). His tales of the chase and 

its conclusion, win or lose, is the stuff of legends.                                                                                                                                                           

Jack's favourite drink was beer, and he could drink it like a 

fish. His actions when inebriated would, on occasion, land 

him in trouble. But he took it on the chin, did his punishment 

and then went and did it all again. 

 

Jack loved his job. He took an immense pride in what he did. His radar was always the best in the fleet. 

His engines always worked better than anyone else's. His eyes could spot a contact before anyone 

else's and shoot at it first. 

 

It was a matter of personal pride. Jack was the consummate professional when he was at work and 

sober. He was a bit like a mischievous child. He had a gleam in his eye and a larger than life outlook. 

 

He was as rough as guts. You had to be pig headed and thick skinned to survive. He worked hard and 

played hard. His masters tut-tutted at some of his more exuberant 

expressions of joie de vivre, and the occasional bout of number 9's or 

stoppage let him know where his limits were. 

The late 20th Century and on has seen the demise of Jack. The 
workplace no longer echoes with ribald comment and bawdy tales. 
Someone is sure to take offence. 
 
Whereas those stories of derring do and ingenuity in the face of 
adversity, usually whilst pissed, lack the audacity of the past. A wicked 
sense of humor is now a liability, rather than a necessity. Jack has 
been socially engineered out of existence. 
 
What was once normal is now offensive. Denting someone else's over 
inflated opinion of their own self worth is now a crime 

 
  
 
 
 "AND SO A CULTURE DIES."
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Hotel Fenson 

1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

President 

Robert (Bob) Barnes 
Mobile: + 63-928-145-6756 
Email:   president@rslangelescity.com 

Vice Presidents 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: +63-995-052-8994 
Email:   garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

Chris Weeks 
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149 
Email:  chris.weeks@hotmail.com 

Secretary 

Philip Salmon 
Mobile: +63-9287424628 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Treasurer 

Ron Parrott 
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Quartermaster                                      Editor 
     TBA                                                                                            Larry Smith 
Mobile: +63-9                                                                       Mobile:  +61- 411 725 676                                

Email:                                                                                      Email: editor@rslangelescity.com 

Membership Officer 
David Shine 
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168 
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com 
 

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number 

 

  
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 
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