RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES

Issue 124

RSL
Angeles City Sub Branch
Philippines

NEWSLETTER # 124
JULY 2017

WEBSITE: WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/RSLACITY

President’s Report
By: Robert (Bob) Barnes – Sub-Branch President

Tuesday. This was because our American friends
held their annual 4th July Independence
celebrations hosted by Jim Lary of the Vietnam
Veterans Association of America.
As usual the event was at the Hotel Fenson
(Former Ponderosa) and the newly renovated
pool side area. The food and entertainment was
first class as normal plus the popular raffles and
auction. I did not think that the venue would be
ready in time with all of the pool works and a
pool-side bar being built.

Another interesting month has passed starting
with a busy Medical Mission at the EPZA
Resettlement School on a very warm day. As
usual, I wish to thank all the RSL members and
WAGS that make these missions a success and
help our quest to improve the health of our
young local children.
We had a one day break then it was a committee
meeting held on the Monday, not the usual

I’m please to say that we have now christened
the new bar and congratulate the team that
worked till midnight to make sure it was ready.
Our Sub Branch was well represented and we all
had a truly great afternoon. It was also an
opportunity to show our new banner which is 8’ x
6’. We also have a new banner at Night Moves
advertising our Monday Raffles.
The next event as we all know is the Australian
Vietnam Veterans Day to be held 18th August with
a service at Clark Veterans Cemetery followed by
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lunch at the Hotel Fenton with raffle and lucky
door prize etc.
I wish to personally give special thanks to VP Gary
Barnes for his behind the scenes work in ensuring
that Keith Payne VC and his good lady Florence
Payne OAM will fly to Manila and be at our
service. I know that Gary has worked around the
clock securing a key speaker from the Embassy.
Again, another success for Gary who has informed
us that Her Excellency Amanda Gorley, the
Australian Ambassador to the Philippines will
attend.
Please note: the following day 19th August will be
the medical mission, not the first Saturday as
normal. We are hopeful the Keith and Flo will
attend, even if it is for a short time only. To make
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their trip easier and safer, the DVA are sending a
registered Nurse to escort them. That shows that
they are held in high esteem, and rightly so. I’m
going to feel very proud being the Sub Branch
President but also feeling humble with such a
man attending our service. Thank you Keith and
Florence, we are honoured.
In closing, I hope you will make a special effort to
attend our service. This is open not only to
Australian Veterans but service members from
around the world and of course civilians. As I
arranged last year, the front seats will be reserved
for Vietnam Veterans and their carer’s only.
See you on the 18th…
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DISCLAIMER
The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter.
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or
opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor
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THE FILIPINO ORIGINS OF
NORTHERN TERRITORY PLACE NAMES
Part 6 : Duwun Road

On 12 December 2006, ‘Duwun Road’ in Rosebery was registered
by Palmerston City Council in honour of Annie (Duwun) McKeddie.
She wasn’t a Filipina herself but Larrakia, and her husband was a
Scot. But through her daughter, Duwun became the grandmother
of a dynasty of Filipino-Australians including two sons who served
during World War 2 and another son, Juan Roque Cubillo, who was
killed during the Bombing of Darwin.
Antonio Pedro Cubillo (1875-1945)
Darwin’s modern Cubillo family is descended from the Filipino
pearl-diver Antonio Pedro Cubillo, born in Calape on Bohol Island
on 30 June 1875, the eldest son of Gregorio (‘Bigoy’) Cubillo.
Antonio had left home as a 15 year old, travelling to Europe as a
cabin boy on a Spanish ship and learning to dive for clam shell. On
his return he came to Port Darwin on the SS Darwin on 19 January
1895, aged 20, under the Indentured Labour Scheme to dive for
pearls and abalone.
Antonio was indentured to a Scottish pearl lugger owner George
McKeddie, who had arrived in Palmerston (as Darwin was then
known) in 1874, aged 23. McKeddie’s career in Darwin spanned 53
years, and included service on the Palmerston Town Council and
as a Justice of the Peace.
George McKeddie married a woman of the Larrakia people,
Duwun, who was known as ‘Annie’. Annie is believed to have been
born in about 1855 on Duwun Island (known now as Indian Island),
and her traditional country was around Delissaville across the
harbour from Darwin (known as Belyuen since 1975). George and
Annie lived in a house located near the present intersection of
Mitchell and Peel Streets: the large banyan tree which now grows
in the Transit Centre grounds was planted by them. They had just
two children, Magdalena (known as ‘Lily’) and Jack.
Lily McKeddie (1879-1934)
Antonio and Lily began a long courtship in 1897 and had five
children. They married at Saint Mary’s ‘Star of the Sea’ Cathedral
on Smith Street on 8 September 1910, and had several more
children. They were all essentially Larrakia but with typically Filipino
names: Christina (‘Tina’), Alberta (‘Bertha’), Ponciano (‘Ponto’),
Juan (‘John’), Lorenzo (‘Laurence’), Martina, Eduardo (‘Edward’),
Delfin, Anna and Felipe (‘Philip’).
The Cubillo family lived in the camp outside Darwin town known as
the ‘Police Paddock’ overlooking Frances Bay (now the suburb of
Stuart Park). While they maintained the Larrakia traditions of their
grandmother Duwun, the family also ate Filipino meals of dinaguan
and chicken or pork adobo.
Antonio made a return visit to Bohol in 1921-25, taking his daughter
Alberta with him. He went again in 1929 intending to stay for three
years but instead deferred his return. Lily was well looked after by
her children in Darwin until her death in 1934. Antonio was
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ultimately unable to return to Darwin due to the Japanese
occupation of the Philippines, and he died in Bohol in 1945.
WW2 Record of Service
George and Annie’s grandsons were all involved with the sea and
the wharf. Notable among them was Antonio and Lily’s second son
– Juan Roque Cubillo (1906-1942), known as ‘Johnny’ or ‘Rocky’ –
who was killed during the first bombing raids on Darwin. John’s wife
Louisa and their nine children were evacuated to Katherine and
then to Balaklava in SA. It was while they were in Katherine that
Louisa heard the news that her husband had been killed on 19
February 1942, while working as a winchman on the MV Neptuna,
heavily laden with defence stores, depth charges and anti-aircraft
ammunition.
After John’s death, two other grandsons of George and Annie
volunteered for war service. Antonio and Lily’s first son, Ponciano
Pedro Cubillo (1903-1988), known as ‘Ponce’ or ‘Ponto’,
volunteered for the American Merchant Service and served with the
US Army transports SS City of Dallas and SS Lake Ormoc until
1945.
Delfin Antonio Cubillo (1914-1986), with a middle name recalling
his Filipino father, was Darwin’s first Dental Technician. He enlisted
on 18 March 1942, aged 28, and served in the Northern Territory
and South Australia as a Corporal dental mechanic with the
Australian Army Dental Corps until 6 February 1948.
Commemoration
In 1962, the new St Mary’s Star of the Sea Cathedral was opened
on Smith Street. It replaced the original timber and iron church
which dated back to the 1880s, which had been a focal point for
Darwin’s Filipino community in particular. George and Annie
McKeddie were here in 1910 when Antonio Cubillo married their
only daughter Lily, and for the christening of each of their ten
children. On 19 February 1942, Japanese aircraft repeatedly
strafed the church with machine-gun fire. The new cathedral was
designed and built as a War Memorial and Shrine of Thanksgiving
to commemorate those Australian and Allied Service personnel
who lost their lives in Darwin as well as those Darwin residents
killed during the air raids.
From Antonio’s first return visits, three generations of his
descendants have maintained connections to their family in Bohol.
To celebrate this, in 1993 Gary Lee wrote the play “Keep Him my
Heart” based on the life of his great-grandparents Antonio and Lily
Cubillo – described as ‘a Larrakia-Filipino love story spanning 100
years of a family’s history in Darwin’. The story was based on the
continuing links between Australia and the Philippines over a one
hundred year period from 1890 to 1990.
Delfin Cubillo became known as the ‘Keeper of Stories’ for the
Cubillo family. On 8 September 1984, he received the Larrakia
honorific name ‘Belyuen’ from the Senior Larrakia Ceremony Man
George Mungaloo, to formally tie him to the traditional land of his
mother Lily and grandmother Duwun.
While acknowledging their Filipino origins through Antonio Cubillo,
the modern descendants regard themselves as being Aboriginal,

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 124

drawing their heritage from Annie (Duwun) McKeddie. On 12
December 2006, Duwun Road in Rosebery was registered by
Palmerston City Council in commemoration of the Larrakia
grandmother of Ponce, Juan and Delfin Cubillo among many more.
The Cubillo family has since become prominent in Northern
Territory affairs, particularly sport, with Antonio and Lily’s
descendants numbering over 400.
Paul A Rosenzweig
ThanksDigger@gmail.com
More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger

Thanks Digger
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established as a tribute to
all Australian Service personnel and others who have served in the defence
of Australia and Australia’s interests.

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger | ThanksDigger@gmail.com

Captions
Image 1: ‘Duwun Road’ in Rosebery was registered by Palmerston
City Council on 12 December 2006 in commemoration of Annie
(Duwun) McKeddie, the Larrakia wife of George McKeddie and
mother of Magdalena (‘Lily’) who married the Filipino diver Antonio
Cubillo.
Image 2: Antonio Pedro Cubillo (1875-1945) in 1929, son-in-law of
Annie (Duwun) McKeddie, at the time of making his second return
visit to Bohol in 1929; he was ultimately unable to return to Darwin
and died in Bohol in 1945.
Image 3: On the 70th anniversary of the Bombing of Darwin in
2012, the Darwin Port Corporation unveiled this Wharf Memorial to
commemorate the waterside workers killed on the wharf, including
Annie McKeddie’s grandson John Cubillo.
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A BIT OF NOSTALGA- SOMETHING NOT GENERALLY KNOWN
Way back in 1968-69, Victor
Company, New Zealand infantry,
were attached to 4 RAR. While on
operations near the Courtney
Rubber Plantation in the north of
Phuoc Tuy Province, South
Vietnam, a Forward scout saw

something that didn’t look right in
the thick scrub in front of him…….
A section of their fineness moved
forward to discover an old French
Citroën car. As the photos show
they dragged it clear of the
undergrowth.

Note the number plate…………and bullet holes.
The soldiers repaired and painted it. They were
instructed to get rid of it as it was not military
issued.

Not to be out-done by the authorities, some red and white paint mixed together, they
painted it PINK and then donated it to Sister Pam Terry (Nurse) of the RNZNC to be
used by them to drive around Vung Tau. This was then passed on to each of the
Aussie and Kiwi nurses over the following years.
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The story does not reveal what happened to the car when we withdrew from Vietnam. What is known
though, the bullet holes remained in the vehicle and were very prominent in the rear window. The
ingenuity of the Australian/Kiwi soldiers knew no bounds. Ed

_________________________________________________________________________________
Time for a little joke
Rrrriiinnnggg, rrrriiiinnnngggg!!
'Hello?'
'Hi honey. This is Daddy. Is Mommy near the phone?'
'No, Daddy. She's upstairs in the bedroom with Uncle
Paul.'
After a brief pause, Daddy says, 'But honey, you
haven't got an Uncle Paul.'
'Oh yes I do, and he's upstairs in the bedroom with
Mommy, right now.'
Brief Pause. 'Uh, okay then, this is what I want you to
do. Put the phone down on the table, run upstairs
and knock on the bedroom door and shout to Mommy,
'Daddy's car just pulled into the driveway.'
'Okay, Daddy, Just a minute.' A few minutes

later, the little girl comes back to the phone. 'I did it,
Daddy.'
'And what happened, honey?'
'Well, Mommy got all scared, jumped out of bed with
no clothes on and ran around screaming. Then she
tripped over the rug, hit her head on the dresser,
and now she isn't moving at all!'
'Oh my God!!! What about your Uncle Paul?'
'He jumped out of the bed with no clothes on too. He
was all scared and he jumped out of the back window
into the swimming pool. But I guess he didn't know
that you took out the water last week to clean it. He
hit the bottom of the pool and I think he's dead.'
Long Pause Longer Pause Even Longer Pause
Then Daddy says ,'Swimming pool? Is this 486-5731?'
'No,
Oh…….I think I have the wrong number.
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IRONY IN WORDS 1

IRONY IN WORDS 2
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Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel
1734 San Pablo St.,
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines
President
Robert (Bob) Barnes
Mobile: + 63-918-332-1741
Email: president@rslangelescity.com
Vice Presidents
Gary Barnes
Mobile: +63-995-052-8994
Email: garylbarnes86@gmail.com

RSL
Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines

Secretary
Philip Salmon
Mobile: +63-9287424628
Email: secretary@rslangelescity.com

Chris Weeks
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149
Email: chris.weeks@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Ron Parrott
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939
Email: treasurer@rslangelescity.com

Quartermaster

Editor

Mobile: +63-9
Email:

Larry Smith
Mobile: +61- 423 238 620
Email: editor@rslangelescity.com

Membership Officer
David Shine
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number

“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance”
Lest We Forget
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Returned & Services League of Australia
Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines

MINUTES OF MONTHLY
GENERAL MEETING HELD
Call to order: at 1405 hrs.

The doorman placed the “do not enter” sign on the door.
The President asked the members to turn off all phones recorders etc.
The secretary confirmed we have a quorum.
Ode to the fallen: Recited by President Bob Barnes
President informed the members that two members have passed away:ROSS HOGAN and IAN MURRY
Attendance 16 (as registered):12 Service, 3 Affiliate & 1 Social
Quietly, the secretary advised the President that Iain Booth has registered as a service member
but has the latest membership details from State RSL showing that Mr. Booth’s membership has
lapsed. The membership officer had stated to the President prior to the meeting that he (Iain
Booth) had paid his renewal in October 2016. President Bob asked Mr. Booth when he joined
Hornsby Sub Branch and his reply was 1998 and he does not pay annual fees. The President then
told Mr. Booth that because he applied to be a member of Angeles City Sub Branch in 2013 (as our
records show), his membership is null and void as per National and State Rules and By-laws say
you cannot be a service member of two Sub Branches. Iain Booth argued and stated he has
transferred and sent a transfer request to VP Gary Barnes and the membership officer David Shine.
The President advised that he has spoken to the membership coordinator at State Branch, he
confirmed he has not received a transfer request. (Note: the State Branch Rules and By-Laws
clearly state that the transfer request must be sent to the Sub Branch Secretary by the Branch, not
a third party). After being asked several times to change to visitor, Mr. Booth decided to leave the
meeting and asked for the return of the 100 Php. (Note: for members that do not get to meetings,
a donation is made of 100 Php and a member present is drawn from a raffle and receives ½ of the
takings, the balance is shown on the treasurer’s report as door raffles).
After Mr. Booth left the room, the President continued the meeting
Apologies:

VP Chris Weeks

New members/transfers: No new members/transfers present
Visitors: No visitors present.
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President’s address:-

The President advised that Vietnam Veterans Day planning is well in hand and we have confirmation
that Keith Payne will attend the service, he said he will ask VP Gary Barnes to give more details in
general business.
On the subject of Vietnam Veterans Day, we will need a volunteer to man the door here at the
Hotel Fenson. If anyone wishes to help, please speak to myself or the secretary.

At this time, the meeting was interrupted by Iain Booth who returned and said to the President “I
suppose you have never seen one of these” and threw his membership card at the President. That
card was handed to the membership officer. Mr. Booth again left the meeting room, the President
continued his address.
Members that are on the mail out list will see that we still need a piper for the service. Jim McCue
who played at ANZAC Day is overseas and is not available. If you know of a piper, please ask him
to contact the secretary.
On a different subject, I want to thank Bill Hall for volunteering to the RSL animal welfare offer.
This program is designed to help prevent rabies.
(Note: The President asked for confirmation of the minutes as the Secretary has a severe chest
infection and a croaky voice)
Minutes of meeting held 20th June 2017
Motion: The minutes of the general meeting held 20th June 2017 be accepted as a true and
accurate record
MOVED Philip Salmon
SECONDED Ray Sauvola
Carried
Matters arising from minutes:No matters raised
Inward Correspondence:Jim McCue (piper)
Embassy
Alan Tonks
Alan Tonks
State RSL

Unable to attend VV Day
Unable to help with the importation of wheelchairs
Suggestion that we ask Highett RSL for a donation
Received letter for donation, to committee Wed 20th July
List of financial & lapsed memberships ****

Outward Correspondence:Embassy
Jim McCue (piper)
To whom it may concern
Highett RSL

Asking again for help with importation of wheelchairs
Requesting him to play the pipes at VV Day
Authorizing Bill Hall to be the animal welfare officer
Requesting a donation

In addition to the stated inwards/outwards correspondence, we have received several emails
regarding Vietnam Veterans Day and the proposed visit by Keith & Florence Payne. Also several
items that are for the committee to deal with.
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Motion: The inwards correspondence be accepted and the outgoing be endorsed.
MOVED Philip Salmon
SECONDED David Shine
Carried
Matters arising from correspondence:

**** Membership update sent to Davin Shine

Treasurer’s report:Motion: The treasurer’s report for June 2017 be accepted as read and tabled.
(Note: copy with original minutes)
MOVED Ron Parrott
SECONDED Bill Hall
Carried
Matters arising from treasurer’s report: No matters raised
Medical Missions report:David Shine advised that at the last medical mission, 976 children attended, 1 regular wheelchair
issued, 1 special wheelchair required and appointments for 3 hearing aids required. The next
medical mission will be held at the Balibago Barangay Hall, 19 th August, not the first Saturday of
the month. (Mud maps handed out) The September mission will be held at Lourdes Northwest
Saturday 2nd Sept.
Welfare report:Chris Weeks was not in attendance so no welfare report was available. Gregg Mann talked
on the hearing aid program. Not a backlog of patients now, the 32 aids recently received are still
available as and when needed.
VP Gary is following up on his recent mail out to hearing aid manufacturers.
Secretary advised that APEX have replied and two hearing clinics are prepared to help.
Membership report: David Shine advised we have 387 financial members
General Business:VP Gary gave a brief report on the Payne’s visit including proposed accommodation etc. They will
be landing in Manila and will have an over-night there. They will be accompanied by a registered
nurse.
Bill Hall gave a brief outline on the roll of the RSL animal welfare officer. He attended City Hall
along with VP Chris Weeks. They learned that vaccine for rabies is provided by the government
and is not in short supply.
VP Gary explained that the works at the Clark Cemetery may require us to hold the service in a
different area.
Ref: Fat Boys Golf Tournament will be held 8th, 9th & 10th Sept and has 3 RSL teams to play.
President Bob handed out the Vietnam Veterans day flyers and asked members to get them
displayed in bars etc.
Ron Parrott is returning to Australia soon and will be meeting with the Commonwealth Bank in
Geelong. He asked that apologies be tendered for meeting he may miss. He also has received a
bill for 181,000 Php (approx.) for mission medicines.
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Peter Renton and VP Chris Weeks have attended a meeting with two senior medical officials
regarding the special wheelchairs. A further meeting is to be scheduled for August.
VP Gary talked about miss-information on wills. A Philippine will is recognized in Australia and NZ
but not America. An Australian and NZ will is recognized in the Philippines. The draft of a suitable
will has been checked by a local solicitor with minor changes. David Lynch had a question on
wills and was advised that a will must be notarized.
The President explained that hospital would not issue a death certificate for our fallen member
Ross Hogan as he did not have a next of kin in the Philippines.
The raffle was drawn, #10, King Arthur Quinn

BEING NO MORE BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 1459 HRS

The continuation of this page is deliberately left blank to enable members to copy the minutes.
↓
↓
↓
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LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:
I, ____name of testator_____ , Filipino citizen, of legal age, single/married to ___insert name of spouse if any___,
born on the ____th of ______________, ____ , a resident of __insert address__ , being of sound and disposing mind
and memory, and not acting under undue influence or intimidation from anyone, do hereby declare and proclaim
this instrument to be my Last Will and Testament, in English, the language which I am well conversant. And I
hereby declare that:
I. I desire that should I die, it is my wish to be buried according to the rites of the Roman Catholic
Church and interred at our family mausoleum in Manila;
II. To my beloved wife _____name of wife_____, I give and bequeath the following property to
wit:_________________________ ;
III. To my esteemed children, ________________________ and ______________________I give and bequeath
the following properties to wit:_______________________________ in equal shares;
IV. To my dear brother, __________________________I give and bequeath the following properties to
wit:_______________________________.
V. To my loyal assistant, __________________________I give and bequeath the following properties to
wit:_______________________________.
VI. I hereby designate ____name of executor_____ the executor and administrator of this Last Will and
Testament, and in his incapacity, I name and designate _____________________ as his substitute.
VII. I hereby direct that the executor and administrator of this Last Will and Testament or his
substitute need not present any bond;
VIII. I hereby revoke, set aside and annul any and all of my other will or testamentary dispositions that
I have made, executed, signed or published preceding this Last Will and Testament.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed my signature this ________ day of _____________, 20__, in
________________, Philippines.
_______________________________________
(Signature of Testator over Printed Name)

ATTESTATION CLAUSE
We, the undersigned attesting witnesses, do hereby affirm that the forgoing is the last Will and Testament of
___name of testator___ and we certify that the testator executed this document while of sound mind and
memory. That the testator signed this document in our presence, at the bottom of the last page and on the left
hand margin of each and every page, and we, in turn, at the testator's behest have witnessed and signed the
same in every page thereof, on the left margin, in the presence of the testator and of the notary public, this _____
day of __________, 20__ at____________.
______________________________
Signature of Witness

____________________________________________
Address

______________________________
Signature of Witness

____________________________________________
Address

______________________________
Signature of Witness

____________________________________________
Address
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JOINT ACKNOWLEDGMENT
BEFORE ME, Notary Public for and in the city of ________________, personally appeared:
The testator ________________, with CTC No. __________ issued at ___________ on ____________;
Witness, ___________________, with CTC No. __________ issued at ___________ on ____________;
Witness, ___________________, with CTC No. __________ issued at ___________ on ____________;
Witness, ___________________, with CTC No. __________ issued at ___________ on ____________;
all known to me to be the same persons who executed the foregoing Will, the first as testator and the last three
as instrumental witnesses, and they respectively acknowledged to me that the same as their own free act and
deed.
This Last Will and Testament consists of __ page/s, including the page on which this acknowledgment is written,
and has been signed on the left margin of each and every page thereof by the testator and his witnesses, and
sealed with my notarial seal.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand the day, year, and place above written.

Notary Public
Doc. No. _____;
Page No._____;
Book No._____;
Series of 20__.

Note if you have Assets in Australia you need to have the will Notarized at Australian Embassy as well as the
local Notary.

