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PESIDENTS REPORT
As you can see from the front cover we are again
celebrating ANZAC Day which by the time this
issue is released, the day will have gone and will
be a memory. It’s also an excuse for Larry (the
editor) to put me on page 2 so you don’t see my
happy smiling face. So Larry can prepared the
newsletter, I am sending him my report prior to
the ANZAC Day service and social event after at
the Swagman Resort but you will be able to see
photos of the event as I know that Peter Renton
(publicity officer) and the secretary will be busy
preparing pictures and captions. At the time of
writing, our special guests will be from the
Australian Embassy in Manila: Mat Kimberley
(Deputy Head of Mission) along with Mark Jeffcott
(Counsellor and Consul General).
As local members know, I have been absent for 2
meetings, the committee meeting and the general
meeting. I have a valid excuse, Maryanne has
made an honest man of me as we committed holy
matrimony in her province. I expected to return
earlier but the travel plans were changed at the
last minute so unfortunately, I missed the general
meeting which was chaired by VP Chris Weeks.
I have returned to internal problems that need to
be resolved. As you can see in the attached
minutes, our treasurer has resigned at the
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committee meeting. I’m taking this opportunity to
explain the issue to the members.
At the Australia day Fiesta, the secretary was
collecting the tent fees but instead of approaching
Scott Chambers for his ½ tent fee, he spoke to VP
Gary Barnes and said he felt it was not right to ask
Scott to pay as he has made numerous donations
in meat for raffles etc.
Gary agreed but then VP Chris Weeks was asked
for his opinion. Chris agreed with the secretary. At
the April committee meeting, Kooka (Treasurer)
was of the opinion that Scott pay the 3,000 Php
for the hire of the ½ tent but the remaining
members upheld the decision that Scott should not
be charged. (Note: Scott was not in attendance)
Kooka maintained his opinion and resigned.
Here are some facts: at the 2017 Fiesta, Scott
donated 2 x 18,000 Php raffle prizes which
equalled 36,000 Php. That is a lot of money
considering that Scott’s Prime Choice Meat is
based in Manila and he does not have a local outlet
so he can’t gain local customers.
I asked the secretary to find out what the total
donations have been, he reports that from the
2016 Fiesta to 2017 ANZAC Day Scott has donated
a total of 100,426 Php. (2016 Fiesta, 2016 ANZAC
Day, June 6th Centenary Celebration, 2016
Vietnam Veterans day, 2016 Christmas Drinks,
2017 Fiesta & 2017 ANZAC Day).
As I was not present on Australia Day and the 2
Vice Presidents and the Secretary made an
executive decision to waver the tent fee for Scott
Chambers because of his generous donation to the
monster raffle which they can as per the rules and
regulations, I have to abide by their decision.
Kooka’s resignation: he will be sorely missed.
Due to the above, we have need of a volunteer to
become the new treasurer and also someone to
take over as the merchandising officer. Hopefully,
this will be accomplished before this newsletter is
released but any interested person should contact
the secretary.
In closing, I hope that the RSL, which has never
been in a better position, remains strong with all
members support to the Angeles City RSL.
President Bob Barnes signing out.
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RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE MAY 2017
Night Moves Club Raffle every Monday at 5:30pm.
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2.00 PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa
4.00 PM ANGLE WITCH / NEW ORANGE BAR /
AFTER DARK
Tuesday 09 May 17
2.00 PM WELFARE MEETING
2.00 PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa
4.00 PM ICE BAR / BABY DOLLS / PLATIUM BAR

Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday at 6.00pm

Tuesday 16 May 17
2.00 PM GENERAL MEETING
2.00 PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa
4:00 PM GECHO’S / LA BAMBA / RHAPSODY’S
Tuesday 23 May 17
2.00 PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa
4.00 PM CANDY BAR / BLUE FLAME / NIGHT
MOVES

MEDICAL MISSION
Saturday 06 MAY 2017
Northfield 15 Integrated School
(See mud map in RSL Newsletter)

Tuesday 30 May 17
2.00 PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa
4.00 PM PONDEROSA

Tuesday 02 May 17
2.00 PM... COMMITTEE Meeting

Check out our web site WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM
or Facebook for details or Email
secretary@rslangelescity.com +63 928 742 4628
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John Hughs
Troy Debnam
Lester Walker
Trevor Pheeney
Paul Bourke
Stanley Fitzpatrick
Vic Meller
David Lynch
Michael Dwyer

1501762
1367959
1423410
1484144
1368899
1369125
1369173
1369199
1501765

Issue 121

Social
Affiliate
Affiliate
Social
Service
Service
Service
Service
Service

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 121

11

MEDICAL MISSION
I am sure that a Medical
Mission has been held here
on a previous occasion, or
one was held in close
proximity to this one.
Anyway it is not too far
away from our start point.
We offer a free seat on our
usual Ponderosa jeepnie to
the location. Just be at
Ponder for departure at
0730 hours.
Good roll-up is requested.
HAVING JUST COMMEMORATED ANZAC DAY, HERE IS A YOUTUBE PRESENTATION THAT IS MOST
APPROPIATE. JUST HIT CTRL AND CLICK OR CUT AND PASTE THE WEB SITE BELOW INTO YOUR WEB
BROWSER.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/NfFFzFiiVYM?rel=0
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THIS IS A TRUE WW11 STORY AS WRITTEN BY
THE LATE KEN SEAGE
On the evening of 25 August 1944 at 20:32 hours we
set forth on the bombing operation to Rüsselsheim,
the target being a munitions factory (the Opel
factory) situated on the outskirts of Frankfurt. The
crew consisted of:
PILOT:

F/O K. F. Seage
RAAF P.O.W

NAVIGATOR:

F/SGT
E. W. Clark
RAFVR Killed*

BOMBADIER:

F/SGT
L. J. Smith
RAAF Killed*

ENGINEER:

SGT F. W. Evered
RAFVR Killed*

WIRELESS OP:

F/SGT
J. A. Boatswain
RAAF Killed*

MID UPPER GUNNER: F/SGT
K. A. Pavey
RAAF Killed*
REAR GUNNER:

SGT H. P. Martin
RAFVR Killed*

• All buried in Rheinberg War Cemetery, 8 miles
from Wesel.
We encountered light flak crossing the French Coast
and at various points en route. Shortly before
entering the target area the Rear Gunner sighted a
night fighter to rear and above. He called for evasive
action and I proceeded to "weave" in the approved
fashion and managed to evade the fighter. As we
approached the target the flak became very heavy
and probably discouraged the fighter from further
attacks over the target.
We approached the target, which was well lit by the
target indicators dropped by the Pathfinders force.
We dropped our "Cookie" (4000 lb bomb) and
incendiaries and turned for home.
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Shortly after leaving the target area we were
attacked by a fighter without prior warning from the
gunner. The aircraft was raked by cannon shells from
stem to stem. We were unaware of the presence of
the fighter prior to the attack and, on reflection and
from what I have read since, I assume it was an attack
from below by a fighter with upward pointing guns.
Our aircraft was immediately enveloped in flames
and the elevators and rudders ceased to function. I
gave the order to abandon aircraft but as the plane
was now in a steep twisting dive I doubt that anyone
would have made it to an escape hatch. Within a very
short time the petrol tanks exploded and apparently I
was blown clear and knocked unconscious.
Fortunately I was wearing a seat type parachute. I
came to a little later wafting through the air. I pulled
the ripcord and was grateful to feel the tug of the
harness as the parachute bloomed above me. I could
see pieces of flaming aircraft falling a short distance
away. I do not know how long the descent took but it
seemed a long time in pitch darkness. Finally I slid
down the side of a fir tree and landed on terra firma.
Where to from here?
First things first. I managed to drag the parachute
down from the side of the tree and concealed it by
scraping a shallow trench and covering it with small
branches and leaves from surrounding trees. I then
removed my wings and badges of rank from my
battledress and disposed of them. Next - check
contents of escape kit. Compass O.K.; maps O.K.;
escape rations O.K..
Incredibly the only wound that I appeared to have
suffered was a deep gash to the back of the left hand.
Fortunately I had been wearing gloves. I was able to
patch this up with band-aids. I still bear the scar to
this day.
A plan of evasion and hopefully escape was the next
priority. At this time General Patton and his
American army had broken out from the second front
and was making rapid progress to the East. For this
reason, I decided to head in a south westerly
direction towards the Black Forest, hoping eventually
to be overrun by the Allied Forces. I did not intend to
seek any help from German civilians who at this time
were extremely anti allied airmen.
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And so I set forth on a lonely seven day trek,
travelling mainly at night but at times during the day
when in wooded country. Water was not a problem
as there were numerous swift flowing streams on my
path. In these I was able to shave, wash and drink.
Food was a problem but I managed to survive by
sparing use of the concentrated rations in the escape
pack and supplementing it with berries which were
rather plentiful in the area. I continued in this fashion
for six days until I came to a very heavily wooded area
thick with thorny bushes which impeded my progress
to the extent that I decided to wait until daybreak to
negotiate the difficult section. In the morning of the
seventh day I managed to work my way down to a
road which I decided to cross and follow for a short
time while it appeared deserted.
I was making good progress along the winding road
when suddenly a bus came around a bend behind me.
I did not hear it as it was coasting down the hill no
doubt to save fuel. As the bus came closer it slowed
down, evidently to pick me up as a passenger. I
waved him on indicating that I did not want to ride
but he stopped anyway. A German soldier alighted
brandishing a rifle and began questioning me in
German of which I had no knowledge. I was herded
into the bus and driven to the next village and handed
over to the head policeman at his home.
A very civil chap I must say. His wife gave me a cup of
ersatz tea and some black bread. The food situation
in Germany was obviously grim. I was then marched
off to prison in a larger nearby town and locked in a
cell in the police station. After a day and a night in the
cell reflecting on my uncertain future I was put on a
train under military escort and taken back to
Frankfurt and despatched to the famous Dulag Luft
interrogation centre.
On arrival I was immediately locked in solitary
confinement and left there for seven days with
interrogation sessions two or three times a day. The
interrogators had extensive knowledge of R.A.F.
squadrons including the names of senior officers. I
kept to the standard Name, Rank and Serial Number
reply and was threatened with dire consequences if I
did not give them information to prove my identity. I
imagine that because of the time that had elapsed
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since I was shot down that they were having difficulty
in relating me to a particular aircraft.
After seven days solitary I was transferred to a
different section of the prison to await transport to a
prison camp. It was a great boost to the morale to
meet and converse with other chaps in similar
circumstances to my own.
I think it was about two days before eight of us were
put aboard a train for transport to Stalag Luft I which
was situated near the Baltic Coast not far west of
Stettin. Due to frequent stops to give priority to
freight and troop trains the journey was quite
prolonged but we eventually arrived unscathed at the
town of Barth on the Baltic Coast.
From there we were marched a fairly short distance
to the prison camp Stalag Luft I. We were greeted by
quite a crowd of Kriegies (Prisoners of War), come to
check out the new intake. I was surprised to hear my
name shouted by one of the onlookers. Who should it
be but a neighbour from my hometown of Perth,
Western Australia. We had been great mates all
through school days and beyond. Also a Lancaster
pilot he had been shot down a month earlier. It is
indeed a small world.
We new bods spent the day being inducted to the
camp, first by the Germans -further interrogation,
medical checks etc - and then by the P.O.W. senior
personnel giving details of what to expect and what
was expected of us. Finally I was allocated a bunk in a
room in a hut occupied by nine other Australians and
two Englishmen. A good bunch of fellows all
possessed of a sense of humour fortunately. I will not
bore you with an account of life in a P.O.W. camp of
which much has been written and filmed over the
years.
About two weeks before the European War ended,
on 8 May 1945, the German guards and their senior
officers left the camp to make their way west
towards the approaching British and American
armies. It was obvious that we would be liberated by
the Russians and the Germans were anxious not to be
captured by them. A wise decision in view of
subsequent events. The senior allied officers took
over the running of the camp. Myself and five other
Australian aircrew were formed into a platoon under
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a British Parachute Corps Lieutenant who had been
captured at the Fallaise Gap. We were informed that
he had been an Aide de Camp to General
Montgomery. Our orders were to head east and
make contact with the Russians.

Not so. Some high up Russian decided it would be a
great propaganda exercise to send us back through
Russia via Odessa and so on through the Middle East.
God only knows what form of transport was
envisaged.

I might say that we Australians were not overjoyed at
this idea. However we set off as ordered. Several
hours later we could see a cloud of dust approaching
from the east and heading our direction. It proved to
be a large American convertible motor car with hood
down and occupied by an equally large American
dressed in a cowboy style outfit and accompanied by
a Russian offsider.

Our senior officers of course refused point blank to
have anything to do with this idea and fortunately the
idea was dropped. After about a week, American
Fortresses and Liberators started to arrive at a nearby
airfield and commenced the big job of ferrying us
back to England.

He claimed to be a liaison officer with the Russians
and enquired as to what the hell we were doing
wandering around in this area. The Lieutenant
explained who we were and the purpose of our
mission. He advised us to get back inside the P.O.W.
camp quick smart as the approaching Russians would
shoot us first and check our identity later. He then
took off again at top speed.
We Australians not being over endowed with courage
(or stupidity) at this late stage of hostilities thought
the American's advice was right on the ball and
advised our leader accordingly. However he insisted
that we had specific orders to contact the Russians
and ordered us to proceed. After further discussions
we advised him that we intended returning to camp.
He threatened us with a charge of mutiny when we
reached camp but we set off anyway. Shortly
afterwards we were joined by the Lieutenant. We
heard nothing more of the mutiny charge.
Two days later the Russians as expected overran the
area and we were liberated. This caused great
excitement amongst the P.O.W.s and we expected to
be on our way back to England within a day or two.

All Australian aircrew P.O.W.'s were sent to Brighton,
Sussex to recuperate and have thorough medical
examinations. SciaL rations were provided to help
restore some of our lost bodyweight. I spent three
months at Brighton availing myself of the great Lady
Ryder scheme, which provided accommodation for
colonial aircrew in private homes throughout
England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland. I met some
marvellously hospitable people through this scheme.
During this time I was able to confirm that the rest of
my crew had been killed.
Finally we received our marching orders to return
home to Australia. We boarded the SS Orion at
Liverpool and set forth on a pleasant cruise home
across the Atlantic, through the Panama Canal and
across the Pacific. There was much discussion as to
how we would be used against the Japs. However all
this came to nothing as half way across the Pacific we
received news that the Japs had surrendered
(Hooray). And so back to Civvy Street.

We thank Richard Newton for sending us
this interesting article of one of his mates.
Ed

DISCLAIMER
The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter.
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or
opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor
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THE FILIPINO ORIGINS OF
NORTHERN TERRITORY PLACE NAMES
Part 3 : Garr Street

In 1968, Darwin City Council named ‘Garr Street‘ in the suburb of
Moil in honour of the Filipino-Australian brothers Private Matthew
Garr and Private William Gar, AIF volunteers who were both killed
in action.
The Garr family
Martien Mateo Ga and William Ga were born on Thursday Island,
the first sons of the Filipino pearlshell diver Carlos Ga (1854-1931)
and his wife Mary Anne (nee Bunyan; 1864-1909) from
Carmarthenshire, Wales. Carlos and Mary Anne came to
Palmerston (Darwin) in around 1892-93, and further children were
born in Darwin. The surnames Ga / Gah / Gar / Garr were used by
various members of the family.
All four of their sons alive in 1915 volunteered to serve in the
Australian Imperial Force (AIF).
In addition to Matthew and William, Guillermo Gah (1892-1973)
served as 4417 Private Glamor Garr with the 26th Battalion AIF, and
was awarded the Military Medal for his “great coolness and
exceptional bravery under very heavy artillery fire” on the night of
17 July 1918 near Villers-Bretonneux.
Their youngest brother Paulincho Nulinimko Gah (1893-1946)
volunteered for the AIF on 6 October 1915 as ‘Palencio Gar’ and
departed Darwin with the Fourth Contingent of volunteers, but was
discharged as medically unsuitable on 24 May 1916.
428 Private Matthew Garr (1889-1917)
Matthew applied for the AIF in Darwin on 18 September 1915, and
was enlisted on 6 October, giving his surname as ‘Garr’. He
embarked in Sydney on 18 May 1916 with reinforcements for the
41st Battalion AIF, but in London volunteered for a draft to reinforce
the 47th Battalion. Private Matthew Garr was killed on Anzac Ridge
on the Ypres Salient in Belgium on 29 September 1917 during the
Battle of Passchendaele (‘Third Battle of Ypres’), aged 27.
3051 Private William Gar (1891-1916)
William Ga left Darwin on 16 August 1915 and was enlisted in
Brisbane on 27 August, giving his surname as ‘Gar’. He embarked
in Brisbane on 5 October with reinforcements for the 9th Battalion
AIF. He was allocated to the 4th Pioneer Battalion AIF at Tel-elKebir when it was raised on 16 March 1916. Private William Gar
was killed by a high explosive shell on the Somme in France, east
of Albert, between Mametz and Longueval, on 30 November 1916,
aged 25.
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Commemoration
Matthew Garr’s name is commemorated on the Ypres (Menin Gate)
Memorial in the Province of West Flanders, Belgium honouring
those with no known grave (northern wing). His name is
commemorated on the Roll of Honour at the Australian War
Memorial on panel 143, under the 47th Battalion AIF.
William Gar’s grave is in the Longueval Road Cemetery,
Department of the Somme in France (grave J-17). His name is
commemorated at the Australian War Memorial on panel 174,
under the 4th Pioneer Battalion AIF.
The names of Private Matthew Garr and Private William Gar are
commemorated on the Darwin Soldiers’ Monument (Darwin
Cenotaph), although both were given the surname ‘Garr’. This
monument was erected in 1921 in ‘Liberty Square’ outside
Government House to honour those from the Northern Territory
who died on war service.
Their brother, 4417 Private Glamor Garr MM, is listed on the
Thursday Island Honour Board: although he was born in Darwin,
he settled on Thursday Island after World War 1.
Reunion
Carlos Ga had been born in Dinagat, Surigao Del Norte in 1854,
the son of Oulyincis Ga (1820-1880) and Estild Erma. The website
of Dinagat Province states that one of the original
inhabitants/settlers of Dinagat is the ‘Ga Family’ and this was
certainly before 1825. It was in 1830 that Dinagat was established
as part of the Spanish Pueblo of Surigao. Carlos made his way from
Dinagat to Thursday Island in about 1870, and then went to Darwin.
Recently, Lieutenant-Colonel Ferdinand Rey Ga of the Philippine
Army was in Australia on official duty. His grandfather was Ricardo
Ga from Dinagat, who had six brothers. Ricardo Ga left Dinagat in
1900 and settled in Bukidnon; among his children was Ferdinand’s
father Salvador Ga (born 1914). It is highly likely that Ricardo and
Carlos Ga were closely related – most certainly their ancestors
were from the original family or families which settled in Dinagat
prior to 1825. Lieutenant-Colonel Ga took the opportunity to visit
the Australian War Memorial, where he placed poppies at the Roll
of Honour in memory of Private William Gar and Private Matthew
Garr.
These Top End Filipinos who served under the Slouch Hat and
‘Rising Sun’ should not be forgotten.
Paul A Rosenzweig
ThanksDigger@gmail.com
More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
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Thanks Digger
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established as a tribute to all
Australian Service personnel and others who have served in the defence of
Australia and Australia’s interests.
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger |
ThanksDigger@gmail.com

Captions
Image 1: This commemorative plaque is one of three recently
added to the base of the Darwin Cenotaph, commemorating
Darwin’s fallen during World War 1, including the brothers
Matthew and William Garr.
Image 2: ‘Garr Street’ was named by Darwin City Council in 1968
in honour of the Filipino-Australian brothers Private Matthew Garr
and Private William Gar, AIF soldiers who were both killed in action.
Image 3: The sons of Carlos and Mary Anne Ga (left to right):
Martien Mateo Ga (served as Private Mathew Garr), Paulincho
Nulinimko Gah (Private Palencio Gar) and Guillermo Gah (Private
Glamor Garr MM). There is no known photograph of Private William
Gar.
Image 4: Lieutenant-Colonel Ferdinand Ga, Philippine Army, pays
tribute to his ancestral cousin Martien Mateo Ga (1889-1917) listed
on panel 143 at the Australian War Memorial. Private William Gar
(1891-1916) is listed on panel 174.
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Continuing our series on the submission for
recognition of units in the Battle of
Coral/Balmoral. Last month we read about
some individuals, this article is about our old
Centurion Tanks.

of the FSPB. That night, 3RAR was attacked by a
battalion of 165 NVA REGT. The tanks opened fire
with their main armament of an 83.4mm gun firing
canister rounds (like an enormous shotgun) high
explosive rounds and their machine guns. They also
used their night-piercing white light searchlights to
illuminate the battlefield.

Australian Centurion Tanks in the Battle
of FSPB Coral Balmoral

The NVA tried to silence the tanks with rockets, antitank recoilless rifles and mortars. Didn’t work. These
were MBTs not ‘infantry tanks’ which are much
lighter and with thinner protective armour plating. The
tankies (tankies is what we call the guys who man the
tanks and armoured vehicles in general) just
hammered and blasted away into the ranks of the
charging NVA. They withdrew at daylight without
making much of a dint into the Australian lines.

There is a much hackneyed expression used in general
conversation: ‘Game-changer’. It generally means that
something or someone has made such an impact on
proceedings that their contribution to the outcome was
critical. That was the case with the arrival at FSPB
Coral and Balmoral of the Australian Centurion tanks
of Charlie Squadron, 1st Australian Armoured
Regiment.

On 25 May 1968, eight main battle tanks (that’s the
name given to tank-vs-tank machines, aka MBT),
together with their armoured support vehicles arrived
at FSPB Coral. The 1st Troop (1 TP) of four tanks was
detailed to support 3RAR at FSPB Balmoral and the
2nd Troop (2TP) of four tanks was assigned to FSPB
Coral.
On 26 May 1968, to get to FSPB Balmoral from
Coral, a journey of about 4,000 metres or so, 1 TP was
escorted by Bravo Company of 1RAR. On the way,
they came across a large NVA bunker system. They
investigated. A fierce fire-fight broke out for about an
hour, when it was decided that the bunker system was
too big and too hot to handle, and in any case, 1 TP
had a deadline to meet with 3RAR at FSPB Balmoral.
They broke contact and continued on their way to
FSPB Balmoral.
The tanks arrived at Balmoral in the afternoon of 26
May and were immediately deployed on the perimeter

28 May and the whole of 165 NVA REGT attacked
FSPB Balmoral, through two minefields and straight
into Delta Company 3RAR and of course, the tanks
yet again. This time, the NVA did not stick around for
too long. With daylight approaching, they withdrew
their three battalions of infantry soldiers. They were
unsuccessful against the Australian diggers on the
ground combined with the United States air power in
the sky plus the US, Australian and New Zealand
Artillery and mortars on the ground.
At FSPB Coral on 28 May 1968, 1 TP and Delta
Company 1RAR were tasked to go back to the bunker
system that was discovered on 26 May and conduct a
reconnaissance-in-force to determine the extent of it.
They went back in to the NVA bunker system with
tanks, flame-throwers and infantry. This battle was
intense, up close and personal and lasted for three and
a half four hours. The system was so well sited and
self-supporting that the Australians could only
penetrate a short distance into it. This confirmed that
the bunker system was immense and would have
required an Australian battalion strength battle group
to deal with it.
The Australians didn’t have another battalion to assign
to this mission and so the recon-in-force had done its
job and no more could be done. The MBT support
included the tanks driving right up to the slit of a
bunker, firing a shell into it and raking it with machine
guns. In some cases, the tanks drove up on to the
bunker roof and crushed it with the 50 tonnes of steel
that makes up a Centurion MBT. Some of the jungle
was cleared using canister rounds. The Australians
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withdrew. But this is the good part. Thanks mainly to
the tanks - not one Australian soldier was so much as
scratched. No KIA - No WIA. The boys were elated
and morale went sky-high. The lads brought back a
heap of materiel and gear that was of high interest to
the military intelligence community.
On 30 May 1968, Charlie Company 1RAR went on a
company-sized reconnaissance-in-force mounted in
armoured personnel carriers (aka Tracks or Buckets).
They arrived at a spot about 3,000 metres away from
FSPB Coral when their company commander ordered
his diggers out of the vehicles and conducted a foot
patrol through a suspicious area.
They no sooner re-commenced their patrol on foot
when the company was engaged by a large force of
NVA from a bunker system. It was a big one and it
became apparent very early in the fight that Charlie
Company needed to consolidate its position and fight
an aggressive dug-in opponent. But then, the NVA
came out of their bunkers and began surrounding
Charlie Company. The Australians were taking
casualties and had lost a machine gun in the melee.
After some hours of fighting and manoeuvring, the
Australians were in trouble but their counterparts on
the other side had not made a significant hole into
them. Tanks were called for. Two MBTs with a
number of cavalry vehicles closed in on the NVA and
within minutes of their arrival, the tide turned against
the NVA. They bugged out and left their war dead
behind - an unusual occurrence. They would have
normally carried as many of their dead away to
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frustrate our intelligence and to lower our morale on
the real outcome of the battle. The tanks were the
game-changer.
The Battle of FSPB Coral Balmoral was the first time
that Australian Centurion tanks had engaged an enemy
force as a part of a combined infantry/tank
engagement since the Bougainville Campaign of
World War Two. If there had been any doubts about
the value of this MBT operating in the jungles of
Vietnam, FSPB Coral and Balmoral totally dispersed
any such misgivings. The Centurion tanks and the
tankies had proven themselves beyond any shadow of
a doubt. With these assets around, there would
definitely be: NO Surrender - NO Retreat.

ABOUT THE CENTURION
The Centurion, introduced in 1945, was the primary British main
battle tank of the post-Second World War period. It is widely
considered to be one of the most successful post-war tank
designs, remaining in production into the 1960s, and seeing
combat in the front lines into the 1980s.

Notes by editor. The Centurion tank served the Australian
Defence Force with distinction, however they were old and still ran
on steel tracks.
In the early 1970’s, trials were conducted in Australia between the
American M60 and the German Leopard MBT’s. After extensive
testing, the German Leopard was selected.
Again, the Leopard gave great service but it in turn aged and they
were replaced by the American BRADLEY Fighting Vehicle. This
vehicle is another ‘game changer’ to our Armoured Corps.
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ADVERTISING

SOMETHING YOU
WON’T SEE OFTEN
"Bien Hoa, Vietnam.
1965-09.
An American fullblooded Sioux Indian
Corporal Frank
Crazythunder (right),
serving with 173rd US
Airborne Support
Battalion, attached to
the Royal Australian
Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers
(RAEME).
He swaps the Australian
digger hat with his
specially made ten
gallon hat (bigger than
normal) with Sergeant
Alwyn Blades of
Montague Bay,
Hobart."
Australian War Memorial.
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Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel
1734 San Pablo St.,
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines
President
Robert (Bob) Barnes
Mobile: + 63-928-145-6756
Email: president@rslangelescity.com

RSL
Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines

Vice Presidents
Gary Barnes
Mobile: +63-995-052-8994
Email:
garylbarnes86@gmail.com
Secretary
Philip Salmon
Mobile: +63-9287424628
Email:
secretary@rslangelescity.com
Quartermaster
VACANT
Mobile
Email:

Chris Weeks
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149
Email:
chris.weeks@hotmail.com
Treasurer
VACANT
Mobile:
Email:
treasurer@rslangelescity.com
Editor
Larry Smith
Mobile: +61- 411 725 676
Email:editor@rslangelescity.com

Membership Officer
David Shine
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com
Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a zero (0) before the
number

“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance”
Lest We Forget
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Returned & Services League of Australia
Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines

MINUTES OF MONTHLY
GENERAL MEETING HELD
Call to order: at 1403 hrs.

The doorman placed the “do not enter” sign on the door.
The Vice President asked the members to turn off all phones recorders etc.
The secretary confirmed we have a quorum.
Ode to the fallen: Recited by Vice President Chris Weeks
Attendance 12 (as registered):10 Service Members, 2 Affiliate.
Apologies: President Bob Barnes
Scott Chambers

Vice President Gary Barnes
Peter Henderson

New members/transfers:

None present

Visitors:

None present

Vice President’s address:VP Chris Weeks explained a lot has happened since the last general meeting. “As you may have
heard, Kooka has resigned as the treasurer and also as the quartermaster. These positions need
to be filled as a matter of urgency, both are hands on positions. The QM does not have to be a
committee member and is open to service, affiliate and social members. If an existing committee
member becomes the treasurer, we then have a vacancy to fill as a committee member. Any
interested party should contact the secretary. Another position that need to be filled is that of the
raffle organizer at the Monday Night Moves Bar. Again, any member may help and it would be
better if it was not a committee member”.
ANZAC Day: The tents are ordered, guest speaker organized, program ready to print and the
Gunfire Breakfast tickets are numbered and ready. John Mugeridge has volunteered to man the
door at the Swagman, many thanks to John.
Chris asked for any donations for the ANZAC day raffle.

Minutes of meeting held 21st March 2017
Motion: The minutes of the general meeting held 21st March 2017 be accepted as a true and
accurate record
MOVED Philip Salmon
SECONDED Steve Innes
CARRIED
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Matters arising from minutes:Ref: the 5,000 Php paid to ACEPO. VP Chris and the secretary attended a meeting at the office of
Barangay Captain Tony Mamac. Gilbert Galang also attended and denied he demanded money.
After approx. 45 minutes, his memory came to life and he admitted asking for the cash which he
had with him and returned it to the secretary. VP Chris added that as we were leaving the
Captains office, a platoon of Philippine National Army came in, Gilbert Galang looked very
worried.
Inward Correspondence: RSL State President
Russell Pitt
Scott Chambers

Update on the National & NSW problems
Donation of books & publications
Donating 3 lamb legs for ANZAC Day raffle.

Motion: The inwards correspondence be accepted.
MOVED Philip Salmon
SECONDED Doug Emblem

CARRIED

Treasurer’s report:Prior to the meeting, David Shine handed a report from the former treasurer to VP Chris who read
it in brief to the members. Chris explained that he has not had an opportunity to study the report
Motion: The treasurer’s report for February 2017 be accepted as read subject to verification at
the next meeting.
(Note: copy with original minutes)
MOVED Doug Emblem
SECONDED Arthur Quinn
CARRIED
Matters arising from treasurer’s report:It was decided that we obtain an audit report before handing over to a new treasurer.
Medical Missions report:David Shine advised that the last medical mission, 723 children attended at Barangay San
Francisco.. We took details for 8 hearing aid appointments. 2 regular wheelchairs issued at the
mission with 1 special to be constructed. 1 operation for a cleft lip to be organized plus 1 hernia
operation to arrange. The San Francisco Barangay Captain provided food for the helpers. It was
agreed that the secretary write to him and thank him for the lunches. At the time of the meeting,
the May medical mission venue is still to be decided. Details will be in the newsletter and also a
mud map will be available at the Swagman Resort on ANZAC Day
Welfare report:Chris Weeks explained the details of a child from Bulacan that requires a special wheelchair, this
child is introduced by a different woman from Bulacan, not the one who has cancelled previous
chair fittings. In addition to a wheelchair, the child requires surgery for club feet, Chris will speak
to Rotary to arrange the operation.
Membership report: David Shine advised we have 522 financial members.
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General Business:Graham Crispin asked if we have an up-date on the proposed wills package. VP Chris explained
that it is still being checked by the lawyers.
Chris informed the members that the committee has met with a lady from The Clark Medical City
and we have been invited to attend the facility. The secretary is waiting for details from her on
discounts etc.
Bill Barnes wants the minutes to reflect the good work that Kooka did whilst he was the treasurer
and quartermaster.
Peter Renton advised he has arranged for water to be on hand at the Clark Veterans Cemetery
for ANZAC Day.
Peter has visited Lingayen, the site of the Lingayen Landings. He has leaflets on hand if anyone is
interested in visiting. (Make sure they know you are an RSL member)
John Mugeridge has arranged for the Ponderosa bus to take members to the service on ANZAC
Day.
John will man the door at the Swagman, VP Chris handed him the tickets. Bill Barnes offered to
help John.
The raffle was drawn, “Lucky” Doug Emblem won (again)
BEING NO MORE BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 1434 HRS

23

