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The President and Committee of Angeles City RSL Sub Branch wish 
all of our members best wishes for Christmas and hope you all have 

a marvellous new year 
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Vice 
Presidents 
Report - 
December 
2016 

In the 
continuing 
absence of our 
President Bob, 
it gives me 
great pleasure 
to write the 

December report and close down what has 
been a pretty busy year. 

Our Medical Mission this month was held on 
the 17th Dec, to accommodate the attendance 
of our wonderful friends from Hong Kong, the 
Hong Kong Fat Boys, who generously donated 
the funds for the medicines and furthermore, 
assisted with the replacement of the tyres on 
our ageing truck. A good number also flew 
down for the event and both their generosity 
and attendance on the day was greatly 
appreciated. We had just over 800 children visit 
the mission, which was held in Sapang Biabas. 
We also had a very good attendance on the day 
from RSL members, thank you all. 

There is no Medical Mission next month (Jan 17) 
as our focus is on one of our main fund raising 
events of the year, the Australia Day Fiesta. 
More details concerning the Fiesta, in particular 
the availability of Fiesta shirts and tickets for 
the monster raffle are contained later in this 
newsletter. 

The December General Meeting, unlike the 
November meeting, saw a very good 
attendance which I guess was the result of folks 
wanting to catch up with each other before the 
festive season takes us all away from the RSL 
environment. The annual Presidents drinks 
followed the meeting and everyone appeared 
to enjoy the afternoon, surprisingly though, 
numbers were down from previous years. That 
will keep the Treasurer happy  

It is not normal to mention new members in 
this forum, however, at the Dec meeting we 
had a gentleman by the name of James 
Dunstan, ex ARA join our Sub – Branch. The 
interesting fact concerning James is that he is a 
Korean War veteran and furthermore, he has 
generously agreed to provide some Korean 
War memorabilia to adorn the walls of our 
clubrooms. A warm welcome from us all and 
thank you sincerely James. 

I will leave the summary for 2016 to the 
President to cover in the Jan report next year. 
Suffice to say it was a very busy year yet again.  

In closing, I take this opportunity to thank all of 
you who assisted throughout this year at all our 
various functions/ Medical Missions/ weekly 
raffles and in particular, support to the 
provision of hearing aids and wheelchairs to 
those in need, which in itself is an enormously 
time consuming task.  

Merry Xmas and a very prosperous New Year to 
you all. 

Gary Barnes 

 

 

Vice President’s 
Report 

By: Gary  Barnes – Sub-Branch Vice President 
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RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE JANUARY 2017 
 
Night Moves Club Raffle every Monday at 
5:30pm 
 
Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday 
at 6:00pm 
 
Tuesday 3rd January 2017 
2:00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 
4:00pm ICE BAR / BABY DOLLS / FIRE 
 
NO MEDICAL MISSION IN JANUARY 
 
Tuesday 10th January 2017 
2:00 pm COMMITTEE MEETING 
2:00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 
4:00pm GECHO’S / LA BAMBA / 
RHAPSODY’S 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 

Tuesday 17th January 2017 
2:00pm GENERAL MEETING 
2:00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 
4:00pm CANDY BAR / BLUE FLAME / NIGHT 
MOVES 
 
Tuesday 24th January 2017 
2:00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 
4:00pm MOONS BAR / KICK BACK & RELAX 
/ AUSSIE SHACK 
 
January 31st January 2017 
2:00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 
4:00pm FREE FINGER FOOD AT THE 
PONDEROSA RESORT 
                   Check out our web site:- 

www.rslangelescity.com or                
Facebook for details 

   or Email: 
secretary@rslangelescity.com  

   +6392 8742 4628 
 
 

 

 ‘If you get a mate up from Australia for Xmas, wheel him down to AUF and get him to 
donate some blood’. Just follow the instructions below or ask Philip the Secretary for the procedure. 

We Need Your Blood! 
Help us to maintain our blood supplies by donating blood at the AUF Hospital Red Cross Blood Bank and credit to our RSL. Doesn’t take 
much time and it will be appreciated.  

http://www.rslangelescity.com/
mailto:secretary@rslangelescity.com
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THE INDONESIAN CONFRONTATION 
WITH MALAYSIA (1962-1966) 

Part 1  :  The Victoria Cross 

Ceremonies held in Malaysia and Australia in August and 
September 2016 marked the 50th anniversary of the Cease Fire 
and Declaration of the End of the Indonesian Confrontation with 
Malaysia.  

Confrontation 

Between 1962 and 1966, Indonesia and Malaysia fought an 
undeclared war that involved Australia, New Zealand and Britain 
in the defence of Malaysia.  

For Australians and New Zealanders, Confrontation (‘Konfrontasi’) 
has been dubbed ‘the Forgotten War’ because it was an 
undeclared conflict, it received very little media coverage, the 
Operation ‘Claret’ cross-border patrols remained secret for 
several decades, and it was immediately overshadowed by the 
much greater contribution to the Vietnam War.  

23 Australians lost their lives during this campaign (seven of them 
on operations) and eight were wounded. There were no NZ 
fatalities as a result of enemy action during Confrontation, but 12 
died or were accidentally killed. British casualties were 9 killed 
and 44 wounded.  

Gurkhas were involved in some of the fiercest fighting of the 
campaign, losing 43 killed and 83 wounded. Lance-Corporal 
Rambahadur Limbu, 10th Princess Mary’s Own Gurkha Rifles, was 
awarded the only Victoria Cross for Confrontation – later Captain 
(Queen’s Gurkha Officer) Rambahadur Limbu VC MVO. 

The Victoria Cross 

Rambahadur (or Ram Bahadur) Limbu was born in July 1939 in 
Chyangthapu Village in Yangrop Thum, eastern Nepal. Gurkhas 
of the family name ‘Limbu’ are of Tibeto-Burman origin, from the 
Limbu ethnic group (the name ‘Limbu’ means ‘archer’). The Limbu 
are one of Nepal’s ancient indigenous groups.  

Limbu joined the 2nd Battalion, 10th Princess Mary’s Own Gurkha 
Rifles (2-10 GR) in 1957 as it neared the end of a ten-year stint of 
anti-terrorist operations in the Malayan Emergency and later 
moved on to Borneo. During Confrontation, the Gurkha battalions 
undertook four years of continuous operations in Sabah and 
Sarawak, in which every unit of the Brigade of Gurkhas took part.  

Lance-Corporal Rambahadur Limbu was awarded the Victoria 
Cross for valour at Gunong Tepol in Indonesian territory (near the 
Sarawak border) on 21 November 1965, at which time he was 26 
years old.  

 

The 2/10th Gurkha Rifles had been ordered to dominate a 
position 5,000 yards inside the border between Malaysia and 
Indonesia, in the Bau District of Sarawak. The award of the 
Victoria Cross to Lance-Corporal Limbu was announced in a 
Supplement to the London Gazette no. 43959 dated 21 April 
1966, p. 4947. 

The citation recorded that Limbu was in an advance party of 16 
Gurkhas when they encountered about 30 Indonesians holding a 
position on the top of a jungle-covered, sheer-sided hill in the 
border area. In the nearest trench was a sentry manning a 
machine-gun, which opened fire. Limbu rushed forward and killed 
the sentry. Under heavy enemy fire, he gathered his own group 
together and proceeded to attack. Limbu personally made three 
attempts to rescue his comrades, crawling forward in full view of 
at least two enemy machine-gun posts before he was driven back.  

With support from two light machine-guns, he rescued one 
wounded soldier and carried him to safety. Under intense bursts 
of automatic fire he rescued a second wounded man under a hail 
of enemy bullets.  

He then recovered his section’s light machine-gun, giving support 
during the later stages of the assault and finally killing four more 
enemy as they attempted to escape across the border. 

To be continued… 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established 
 as a tribute to  all Australian Service personnel and  

others who have served in the  defence of Australia and  
Australia’s interests. 
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger | ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

Captions 

Image 1: Rambahadur Limbu VC as a Sergeant, on the cover of 
his autobiography. 

Image 2: The Victoria Cross. This is the miniature Victoria Cross 
worn by Bombardier Charles Edwin Stone VC MM from the 
County of Derbyshire, for “most conspicuous bravery, initiative 
and devotion to duty” during action on 21 March 1918 at St 
Quentin, France with ‘C’ Battery of the 83rd Brigade, Royal Field 
Artillery (London Gazette, 21 May 1918; 3rd Supplement dated 22 
May 1918, pp. 6057-6059). 

 

mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
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SHE IS LOOKING REALLY FORLORN 

The pictures below are of the Ex HMAS Tobruk, 
decommissioned a couple of years ago and 
currently tied up to a wharf in Bundaberg QLD 
after being towed north from Sydney. 

The news is not good for Tobruk, known lovingly as 
‘Two Brick’ as she is being prepared to be sunk off 
the coast of Wide Bay Queensland to be a dive site 
and fish habitat. 

Tobruk was known as the work horse of the 
Australian Navy (RAN) having steamed some 1.8 
million kilometers in her life time. She supported 

the army, assisted in emergency relief both at 
home and overseas, including Philippines, 
delivered hardware to conflict zones in the Middle 
East on many voyages. 

She was not designed to be a pretty face but has 
good lines. Embarked troops had reasonable 
comfort, then Tobruk delivering them straight 
onto a beach through her forward bow ramp. 

The editor did a few trips on Tobruk, 
supplementing the Ships Army Detachment (SAD) 
and has fond memories of her. One thing I know, I 
am too old to be diving on her when she goes to 
her watery grave.  Ed 
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We have experienced recently several members who 
have been inflicted with all sorts of cancers. The 
following hint is not designed to ignore your GP’s 
advice, but can supplement medicines. You never 
know, it may work. I cannot attest to its curative 
values. It is up to you.  Ed 

A HEALTH HINT 

This MIRACLE DRINK has been circulating for a long 
time long ago. It is worth your while to take note. 
There is a celebrity Mr. Seto who swears by it. He 
wants to make it public to draw the attention of 
people who have cancers. This is a drink that can 
protect bad cells forming in your body or it will 
restrain its growth! Mr. Seto had lung cancer. 
 
He was recommended to take this drink by a famous 
Herbalist from China. He has taken this drink 
diligently for 3 months and now his health is restored, 
and he is ready to take a pleasure trip. Thanks to this 
drink! It does not hurt for you to try. 
It is like a Miracle Drink! It is simple. 
 

You need one beet root, one carrot and one apple 
that combine together to make the JUICE! Wash the 
above, cut with the skin on into pieces and put them 
into the juicer and immediately you drink the juice. 
You can add some lime or lemon for more refreshing 
taste. 

 

This Miracle Drink will be effective for the following 
ailments: 
1. Prevent cancer cells to develop. It will restrain 
cancer cells to grow. 
2. Prevent liver, kidney, pancreas disease and it can 
cure ulcer as well. 
3. Strengthen the lung, prevent heart attack and high 
blood pressure. 
4. Strengthen the immune system 
5. Good for the eyesight, eliminate red and tired eyes 
or dry eyes 
6. Help to eliminate pain from physical training, 
muscle ache 
7. Detoxify, assist bowel movement, eliminate 
constipation. Therefore it will make skin healthy & 
LOOK more radiant. It is God sent for acne problem. 
8. Improve bad breath due to indigestion, throat 
infection, 
9.Pain 
10. Assist Hay Fever Sufferer from Hay Fever attack. 
There is absolutely no side effect. Highly nutritious 
and easily absorbed. Very effective if you need to lose 
weight. You will notice your immune system will be 
improved after 2 week routine. 
 
Please make sure to drink immediately from the 
juicer for best effect. 

 

 

Editors article.  

 I was talking to a friend, a fellow Vietnam 

Veteran at our local gym the other day and he 

told me about an organization located in Perth 

WA that is called ‘BRAVERY TRUST’.  

My friend needed for health reasons to move 

from NSW to Hervey Bay and needed some 

financing. He contacted Bravery Trust, 

completed the application and waited for the 

result. The qualifying is quite stringent, but he 

received around $5,000 to cover his removal 

cost, insurance, travel costs and a rental bond 

on his new accommodation. The thing that 

surprised him was, it was a grant, not a loan. 

I was reading a testimonial where a younger 

veteran through health reason found himself 

and family in dire financial straits. Fending off 

calls from his bank about delinquent mortgage 

payments and other major bills, he applied to 

Bravery Trust. He fitted their criterion, 

Bravery Trust sorted out his bank problems, 

then, as promised by phone, in the mail the 

family received COLES shopping vouches and 

other support services. 

May I suggest that, if you are a veteran, do not 

own your own home, major health problems 

which does not allow work, have a look at 
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their website:   https://braverytrust.org.au/  or 

phone  1300 652 103. 

But be aware, their qualifying criterion is quite 

strict. Genuine need is a requirement. No 

push-over. 

So where do they get their funding from. 

Major sponsors are: Foundation Partner 

COLES, Media Partners 7 West Media and 

News Corp Australia and Community Partner, 

Virgin Airlines Australia. 

  Larry   Ed

 

 

                  

 

    

 

https://braverytrust.org.au/
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiYnP6Yu-XQAhVCm5QKHSkhBjkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.funandmusic.biz/funny-pic-Christmas-Pic-Page.htm&bvm=bv.140915558,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNH0xmUAYST-jLSb_af4a3AnQ5DG6Q&ust=1481314398693034&cad=rjt
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DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. 
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or 

opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 
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THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY SYSTEM IN PLAIN 
ENGLISH 

A friend once told me he didn’t understand the 
military system.   Dumb civilian, I said to 
myself, but openly I said, “The system is really 
quite simple.”  
 

 You see, all people in the Army are soldiers, all 
privates are soldiers, but not all soldiers are 
privates. Some are officers who are 
commissioned, but some are officers who are 
not commissioned.  
 
Obviously if every private was called private it 
would be confusing, so some privates are 
called things like trooper, driver, gunner, 
crafts-men, sapper or signaller.  
 
Not all of the drivers actually drive because 
some of them cook, but we don’t call them 
cooks, for that matter, not all drivers are called 
drivers – some of them are privates or 
gunners.  
Gunners as I’m sure you know are the blokes 
that fire guns, unless of course they are drivers 
or signallers in which case we call them 
gunners rather than drivers or signallers just 
to make it clearer.  
 
All gunners belong to the artillery, except that 
in the infantry we have gunners who are called 
privates because they fire a different sort of 
gun, for the same reason we call our drivers 
and signallers private as well. 
 A Lance Corporal is called Corporal, unless he 
is a Lance Bombardier then we call him 
Bombardier to distinguish him from a full 
Bombardier, who is just like a Corporal.  
All other ranks are called by their rank for the 
sake of simplicity except that Staff Sergeants 
are called Staff, but they are not on the staff, 
some Warrant Officers, who are not officers, 
are called Sergeant Major although they are 
not Sergeants or Majors. 
 
 Some Warrant Officers are called Mister which 
is the same thing that we call some officers but 

they are not Warrant Officers. A Lieutenant is 
also called Mister because they are subalterns, 
but we always write their rank as Lieutenant 
or Second Lieutenant, and second comes 
before first. 
 
 When we talk about groups of soldiers there 
obviously has to be clear distinction. We call 
them Officers and Soldiers although we know 
that officers are soldiers too, sometimes we 
talk about officers and other ranks which is the 
same as calling them soldiers.  
 
I guess it is easiest when we talk about rank 
and file which is all the troops on parade 
except the officers and some of the NCOs - - 
and a few of the privates – and the term is used 
whether everyone is on parade or not. 
 

 A large unit is called a battalion, unless it is a 
regiment but sometimes a regiment is much 
bigger than a battalion and then it has nothing 
to do with the other sort of regiment.  
Sub units are called companies unless they are 
squadrons or troops or batteries for that 
matter. That is not radio batteries and don’t 
confuse this type of troop with the type who 
are soldiers but not officers. 
 Mostly the Army is divided into Corps as well 
as units, not the sort of Corps which is a couple 
of divisions but the sort which tells you 
straight away what trade each man performs, 
whether he is a tradesmen or not.  

The Infantry Corps has all the infantrymen for 
example and the Artillery Corps has all the 
gunners. Both these Corps also have signallers 
and drivers except those who are in the Signals 
or Transport Corps. In fact the Signals Corps is 
not a service at all because it is an Arm.  

Arms do all the fighting, although Signals don’t 
have to fight too much, rather like the 
Engineers who are also an Arm but they don’t 
fight too much either 

 So you see, it’s really quite simple. 
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel 

1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

President 

Robert (Bob) Barnes 
Mobile: + 63-928-145-6756 
Email:   president@rslangelescity.com 

Vice Presidents 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: +63-915-839-8379 
Email:   garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

Chris Weeks 
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149 
Email:  chris.weeks@hotmail.com 

Secretary 

Philip Salmon 
Mobile: +63-9287424628 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Treasurer 

David Messent 
Mobile: +63-930-691-5953 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Quartermaster                                      Editor 
David Messent                                                                  Larry Smith 

Mobile: +63 930 691-5953                                             Mobile:  +61- 411 725 676                                

Email: dimmessent@yahoo.com                               editor@rslangelescity.com 

Membership Officer 
David Shine 
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168 
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com 
 

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number 

 

 

The Motto 

 

"

The Price of Liberty is Eternal Vigilance"  
 The motto of the RSL has an interesting history. 
In the fourth century BC Demosthenes enunciated the spirit of 
the motto although he used these words: 
  
"There is one safeguard known generally to the wise, 
which is an advantage and security to all, 
but especially to democracies as against despots. What is it? 
Distrust"  
  
In 1770 the following words were apparently first used by John 
Philpot Curran in his speech upon his election as Lord Mayor of 
Dublin: 
  
"The condition upon which God hath given liberty to man is 
eternal vigilance."  

 Then Wendel Phillips, in an address before the Massachusetts 
Anti Slavery Society in 1852 said: 
  
"Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty"  
  
Some people have attributed this also to Thomas Jefferson but 
no one has found any records of Jefferson using the sentence.  
  
In the early 1920's the Victorian Branch of the League suggested 
that the League should have a motto, and the NSW Branch of 
the League recommended: 
  
"The Price of Liberty is Eternal Vigilance"  
  
In November 1923 the 8th National Congress of the RSL agreed 
on the motto recommended by NSW.  

 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:%2B63%20930%20628%201813
mailto:dimmessent@yahoo.com
mailto:editor@rslangelescity.com
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Returned & Services League of Australia 

Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines  

MINUTES OF MONTHLY 
GENERAL MEETING TO BE HELD  

20th DECEMBER 2016 

Before the meeting, VP Gary asked the members to think about our fallen during the silent tribute. We have been 
advised that another member has passed away: Eddie Smith a former member of the Australian Regular Army, 
holder of a Malayan Peninsular GSM and a Vietnam Veteran passed away on 12th Dec 2016, RIP. 
 
The secretary Confirmed we had a quorum.  

The doorman placed the “do not enter” sign on the door.  
 
Call to order: at 1409 hrs. 

Ode to the fallen and silent tribute by Vice President Gary Barnes   

 Attendance: 22 (as registered) 

Apologies:- 
 President Bob Barnes  

New members/transfers:- 
 James Dunstan (Ex-army and a Korean war veteran.) 

   
Visitors:- 
 Sherist I. Rodriguez and companion from Duyan ni Maria Children’s home Inc.  
 

Vice President Gary introduced Sherist and asked her to address the members. Sherist gave a short 
explanation on the orphanage and the reason they need a donation to complete a new building. She 
answered several questions which showed interest in the project. The two ladies left the meeting. VP Gary 
said we will debate the possibility of a RSL – AC Sub Branch donation in general business. 

 
Vice Presidents address:- 

It’s Presidents Drinks Day so we would like to keep the meeting as short as possible but we do have a lot 
to discuss today.  Items in general business are:- 

 Fiesta 2017 up-date 

 Fiesta monster raffle tickets (Flyer from Secretary) 

 Suggested Valentine’s Day dinner party 

 
Minutes of meeting held 18th October 2016 
 Note: no meeting took place in November due to lack of quorum 

Motion: The minutes of the general meeting held 18th October 2016 be accepted as a true and accurate 
record 
MOVED Philip Salmon SECONDED Chris Weeks   CARRIED 

 
Matters arising from minutes: No matters raised 
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Outward Correspondence: - 
  

RSL State   Ref: our request for reimbursement for funeral expenses 
 Rotary 

Garfield’s   Details of our activities (Med Missions, w/chairs etc) 
VFW 
SM Clark   Requesting an area to sell raffle tickets 

    
Inward Correspondence: -  
 Rotary 

Garfield’s   Mission Statement 
VFW 
State RSL   Recording of meetings is NOT compulsory  
Norme Smith   Many Emails: congrats on med missions & Mother India 

 Tom Aldrich   Booking a booth for Cootie Pup Tent 
 President Bob Barnes  Requesting a 6 months leave of absence  

emails by members  handed to committee 
Various emails   Re: wheelchair headrests  
 
Motion: The inwards correspondence be accepted and the outgoing be endorsed. 
MOVED Philip Salmon SECONDED David Shine  CARRIED 

 
Matters arising from correspondence:- 

VP Gary gave an explanation of the reimbursement from State Branch for the funeral expenses of a 
deceased member. On the subject of loans, he explained the 30K outstanding loan to another member 
will be repaid soon. Peter Henderson voiced his opinion that no names should be used when a member 
requests and is granted a loan by the Committee. He was thanked for his support by VP Weeks and 
advised that this is now the policy of the Committee. 
 
Ref: Emails regarding wheelchair head rests. Chris Weeks will expand in his welfare report. 

 
Treasurer’s report:- 
 Note: as there was no November meeting, Treasurer “Kooka” tabled two reports. 

 
Motion: The treasurer’s report for October 2016 be accepted as read and tabled.  
MOVED Doug Emblam   ECONDED Scott Chambers  CARRIED  
 
Motion: The treasurer’s report for November be accepted as read and tabled. (Note: copy with original 
minutes) 
MOVED Kooka  SECONDED David Shine  CARRIED  
 

Matters arising from treasurer’s report: No matters were raised. 
 
Welfare report:- 
Chis explained the need for additional wheelchair head rests as detailed in correspondence. He handed out flyers 
on who/how to contact Wheelchairs fir Kids for anyone who is going to Australia for a visit. A container of 
wheelchairs is on order and will be dispatched mid-2017. The norm is to supply head rests at the rate of one in 
three but the next consignment will be one in two. At the time of the meeting, we have 59 Special wheelchairs in 
stock with two more to be issued tomorrow (Wed 21st Dec) which will be the last for this year. 
  
Medical Missions report:- 
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David Shine advised that 809 children attended the last medical mission held at Sapang Biabas. The Hong Kong Fat Boys 
attended and we issued 1 regular wheelchair, orders for 2 special and there were 2 more children were put on the waiting 

list for hearing aids. The next mission will be held on February 4th, venue to be advised. 28 nurses from Deakin University 

(Victoria) will attend. The members were advised that the Fat Boys will pay for 4 new tires for the truck and are 
contemplating a very large donation to the Sub Branch in the near future. (Note: The Fat Boys have paid for 4 missions in 

the past year) 
 

Membership report:- 

We have 474 financial members 
 

General Business:- 
Fiesta 2017 up-date. 22 booths reserved with 4 still available. 6 are in the curry cook-off, we need volunteers for the RSL 

cook off.  

 
Fiesta monster raffle tickets: Rob Cairns has the tickets ready for sale now. The secretary will have a flyer in the next 

newsletter. 
 

Suggested Valentine’s Day dinner party Tuesday 14th Feb. Call for show of interest if we should pursue the idea. The 
secretary explained that he along with VP Chris are prepared to continue to plan the event if sufficient interest is shown. 

 

2017 AGM: nominations forms for positions are available now. 2 positions only to be contested: secretary and 1 committee 
member.  

 
Ref: the request for a 100,000 Php for Duyan ni Maria Children’s home Inc. VP Gary stated that as he is a personal friend of 

Richard Kendall, he will not talk on the matter but opened it to the members. Peter Henderson and the secretary spoke for 

the donation resulting in the following:- 
 

Motion: That the Sub Branch make a 100,000 Php donation to Duyan ni Maria Children’s home Inc 
MOVED Philip Salmon SECONDED Peter Henderson  CARRIED (2 against) 

     
Ref: President Bob Barnes request for a 6 month leave of absence. 

The secretary explained that a precedence has been set as we granted leave of absence to the Immediate Past President 

resulting in the following:-   
Motion: That the Sub Branch grant President Bob Barnes 6 months leave of absence  

MOVED  Rob Cairns SECONDED  Chris weeks   CARRIED   
 

Kevin Coilett asked about incorporation of the Sub Branch. The members were advised by VP Gary that the Sub Branch is an 

incorporated body and has been for a number of years. What is not clear is whether the Sub Branch is in fact still financial. 
The treasurer has instructed the auditor to obtain what fee’s/penalties are payable should that not be the case and we need 

to become financial again. No reply is expected before the New Year. LATE MAIL: The accountant will brief the Committee 
on 10 Jan 17. 

 

Peter Henderson asked about a substantial donation from an Ipswich organization. (Note: later to be found to be via Bob 
Green, the Vice President of the Ipswich RSL Services Club. The treasurer will check through the books looking for a sizable 

donation. (Note: Kooka was not the treasurer in that time frame). The secretary will check through records looking for any 
documentation on the matter. (Note: Previous secretaries did not always take minutes of meetings). The matter will be 

discussed at the next committee meeting. 
 

Norm Weston (a visiting Service member) donated a ticket in the Swagman Christmas Motorbike raffle. (Note: the secretary 

will be in attendance at the raffle, if our Sub Branch wins the motorbike, it will be used as a great ANZAC Day raffle). Our 
thanks to Norm for his donation. 

 
Kooka advised that the 2017 Fiesta shirts, RSL caps & Christmas cakes will be on sale after the meeting. 

 

VP Gary wants it recorded in the minutes that we give special thanks to the Highett RSL for their continued support and 
donations.  
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In addition to the above, we show great appreciation to Scott Chambers and his Prime Choice Meats for “over donating” to 
the Phillies Raffles and many other events. (That includes today’s donation of a 4kg. ham which generated 6,000 Php in the 

raffle held after the meeting). Thank you Scott!!! 

 
 

The following is a report sent in by Peter Renton:- 
Club Foot Kid - Luis Garcia 

Luis has now completed his weekly plaster treatments at JBL Hospital and was admitted this morning. He will undergo 

surgery tomorrow and hopefully he will be discharged on Christmas Eve. I will bring him and his mum home to Angeles and 
keep you updated into the New Year. 

 
Fat Boys Offer of Assistance 

Further to Gary Barnes report, the Fat Boys have offered to reimburse us the cost of 4 new tyres for our truck. This offer was 

made at the last medical mission at Sapang Biabas where they heard about and then saw first hand the condition of our 
truck tyres. I will email Anson Bailey with a quote and he will process our request back through our Treasurer. Meanwhile...I 

will buy 4 new tyres and have them fitted asap. We are truly grateful to have such wonderful and generous guys on our 
team. 

 
Application for Australian Government Grant 

As our President has indicated he will be absent for the immediate future, I will offer to continue where he left off pursuing a 

Federal Government Grant to assist us to purchase a replacement truck. Our 1990 veteran Toyota has served us well but is 
tiring, like so many of us. Terry Carmody is also assisting me with this task and I will also keep you posted on the progress 

next year. This is a long and difficult process but Terry and I believe we have a real chance of getting some monies to help 
our cause. 

 

     Note: the next general meeting will be held 17th January 2017 
 

BEING NO MORE BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 1517 HRS 
 

 


