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DISCLAIMER
The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the
Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies
contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for loss or
damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in
this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in
this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the
Committee or the Editor

us. John plans to visit us next year and I hope he
will be able to attend a mission.

Another busy month with more on the way. We
stated as usual with a medical mission, this time
at Pulungbulu. It was a quiet one with only 412
children in attendance. See the photo of the
young local in the wheel chair holding a sign
thanking John Wallace and Colin Carrington
(The Woodmen) for the donations that helped
make it possible. John has advised us that they
have now finished with the raffles as the wood
came from John’s own property and is now in
short supply. Through the newsletter, I thank
them for the incredible support they have given

The next mission will be much busier, we have to
hire tents as it is being held in a field, yes, we are
praying for fine weather (mud map in
newsletter).
The weather was good for the Fat Boys visit and
the annual Golf & Rugby tournaments. We were
well represented in the golf with Gary Barnes,
John Tempest, Ian Cowling & Steve Arnold
holding the RSL banner high. Thanks guys, we
appreciate. (They were fined for inappropriate
dress Ho Ho Ho)
I helped out at the Rugby along with Bill Barnes,
Steve Innes and of course Peter Renton. We are
now in full swing with the planning of
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Christmas in November to be held at
Mother India Restaurant. I urge you to make
your reservation NOW as the venue holds 80
maximum and tickets are selling well.
Plans are well in hand for the
and raffle tickets will soon be
available. Rob Cairns has been instrumental with
the ticket sales and he returns to Angeles early
December but don’t wait for his return, buy
tickets any Tuesday at the Ponderosa or see the
secretary any Sunday after the BINGO at the
Swagman Resort when they have been printed.
Booth sales are steady and at time writing, we
have 14 reservations, business houses should
contact me or the secretary to reserve a booth.
Another aspect of the Fiesta will be the Fiesta
Shirt. Treasurer/Quartermaster “Kooka” has
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been working on a new design/layout and I’m
looking forward to seeing it. The material will be
the same as the centenary shirts which most
people prefer. Thanks Kooka, you are doing a
great job.
Kooka is also taking orders from businesses that
wish to be on the 2017 Fiesta shirts so please
contact him directly.
Talking of merchandise, Kooka has reduced the
cost of barongs, singlets and 2016 Fiesta shirts to
BELOW COST. Please hurry as he has limited
supply. (See advert in newsletter) The Centenary
shirts have been very popular but again, we have
limited stocks so hurry to own one of these “One
off” shirts.

This is President Bob Barnes leaving the
deck, cheers till the next time.

I reckon everyone has sometime been in the close proximity of the next
Medical Mission.
If you live in the Clark side of Balibago and went to the Pampang
Markets, you would have gone down through Malabanas and across the
bridge over the Abacan River to the market. The med mission is to the
left before the bridge. Follow the map if coming from Robinsons
direction.
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Night Moves Club Raffle every Monday at 5:30pm
Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday at
6:00pm
MEDICAL MISSION
Saturday 1st October
MALABANAS
See map in newsletter
4th

Tuesday
October
2:00pm COMMITTEE MEETING
2:00pm social Tuesday at Ponderosa
4:00pm BRASS KNOB / TOUCH OF CLASS /
EMOTIONS
Tuesday 11th October
2:00pm WELFARE MEETING

PAGE FILLER (DESPERATION)

I was checking out the finishing
touches to this newsletter and
found this almost half page
with nothing on it, so I have
pulled in a restroom indicator
sign somewhere in the world.
A bit suggestive I suppose but
would be found to be quite
funny everywhere it is
displayed, maybe not the
Middle East though.
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2:00pm social Tuesday at Ponderosa
4:00pm ANGEL WITCH / ORANGE BAR /
EMOTIONS
Tuesday 18h October
2:00pm GENERAL MEETING
2:00pm social Tuesday at Ponderosa
4:00pm ICE BAR / BABY DOLLS / AFTER
DARK
Tuesday 16 October
2:00pm social Tuesday at Ponderosa
4:00pm PONDEROSA RESORT
(Free nibbles, thanks Melvin)
Check our web site www.rslangelescity.com or Facebook or
Email secretary@rslangelescity.com cell: +63 928 742 4628
Don’t forget to book for Christmas in November
See newsletter for details
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AUSTRALIAN FILIPINOS
IN CONFRONTATION
Part 2 : Arthur Wallace Butler
August 2016 marks the 50th anniversary of the ceasefire which
ended Confrontation – a small, undeclared war fought by
Indonesia and the Federation of Malaysia between 1962 and
1966, which came to involve troops from Australia, New Zealand
and Britain.
Two Filipino-Australians are known to have served with the
Australian Services during Confrontation – one of them was
Arthur Butler, a great-grandson of the pearl and shell diver
Antonio Spain from Cebu.
The Spain family
Arthur Butler’s heritage was drawn from his great-grandfather
Dionisio Antonio Puerte (1863-1926), known on Thursday Island
as ‘Antonio Spain’, who was part of the first wave of Filipino
migration to Australia in the third quarter of the 19th century.
Among the twelve children of Antonio and his English wife
Elizabeth Massey (1866-1951), two served in the AIF during the
Great War and their only daughter married a decorated AIF
veteran. Three grandsons served in uniform during WW2, while
their son Catalino was killed during the Bombing of Darwin and a
great-grandson (Florenco Francisco) was killed fighting as a
guerrilla in the Philippines.
Anastasio Puerte Spain (1886-1942)
Arthur’s grandfather was Antonio and Elizabeth’s first child,
Anastasio, born on Thursday Island on 27 April 1886. Anastasio
married Fanny Louisa Chapman (1889-1960) in Darwin on 19 July
1909. Their son Ernie served in uniform during WW2, and their
daughter Louisa Spain (1911-1974) married Dick Butler (19081987) at Christ Church Cathedral on 1 July 1931. Butler was a
prominent Top End sportsman, born in Katherine to a Wugularri/
Jawoyn Aboriginal and a European father, George Butler.
Anastasio re-married in Brisbane on 28 January 1938, to Mable
Ellen Friske, and they had two children. He died in Brisbane on 6
August 1942.
The Butler family
Louisa Butler and her four children, plus her mother Fanny Spain,
were evacuated from Darwin on the SS Montoro on 10 January
1942. Dick remained, serving as a Gunner in the Darwin Mobile
Force and later in a coast-watcher detachment at East Point. He
was on duty at the Naval Oil Fuel Installation on 19 February
1942, and narrowly missed death at the time of the first Japanese
raid.
It was not until June 1948 that Louisa brought her family back to
the Top End. They lived in a ‘Sidney Williams’ house at Salonika,
where Dick ran a boxing camp. Dick Butler served in the
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Permanent Military Forces until 1961, and was the first soldier to
earn the Long Service & Good Conduct Medal for service
completely in the 7th Military District (Northern Territory). On taking
discharge from the Army in 1961 Dick Butler was employed by
Parks and Gardens at Government House, Darwin until his
retirement in 1978. He died in Darwin on 24 August 1987,
survived by ten children, 24 grandchildren and four greatgrandchildren.
18195 Private Arthur Wallace Butler (1944-2008)
The Butler military heritage was perpetuated by Dick and Louisa’s
fifth child, their fourth son, who was born in Brisbane on 21 June
1944. Arthur’s older brothers served in the post-war CMF in
Darwin, and underwent training at East Point. Arthur however
travelled to Queensland in the early 1960s and put his age up to
enlist in the Regular Army.
He completed rifleman training and was posted to the
3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (3RAR), based at
Terendak in Malaya, conducting counter-insurgency patrols at the
Malay-Thai border.
After Indonesia launched a series of cross-border raids into
Malaysian territory in early 1963, Australia became committed to
military operations in Borneo and West Malaysia within the
context of its membership of the Commonwealth Far East
Strategic Reserve (FESR). During Confrontation, 3RAR deployed
to Borneo, and Arthur Butler served in Sarawak from 23 March to
28 July 1965. Laurie Jones, another great-grandson of Antonio
Spain, saw two deployments with the RAN during Confrontation in
1965 – his cousin Arthur ‘Darky’ Butler was in Borneo at the same
time but they didn’t know it.
The battalion returned to Australia in September, occupying a new
barracks – ‘Kapyong Lines’ at Woodside in South Australia. To
support the South Vietnamese government, the decision was
made to expand the Royal Australian Regiment to nine battalions.
Late in 1965, 3RAR members were sent to Puckapunyal to form
the cadre for a new battalion for operations in Vietnam, and the
7th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (7RAR) was raised on 1
September 1965.
Arthur Butler was one of these, and he then served in Vietnam
with 7RAR in 1967-68. Butler can be seen in the foreground of a
painting by Bruce Fletcher (1967) of 7RAR members deplaning
from USAF Iroquois helicopters at Xuyen Moc during Operation
‘Paddington’. The Australian War Memorial holds another oil
painting portrait of Butler, on patrol as a mortar platoon signaller
with Support Company 7RAR, carrying his L1A1 SLR and radio.
He is shown as a fit, muscled soldier compared to the skinny boy
he had apparently been before leaving Darwin. When a younger
sister first saw Arthur on his return from Vietnam she asked,
“Who's this fat man who looks like a Malaysian?”.
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Commemoration
Arthur’s mother Louisa was killed during Cyclone Tracy on
Christmas Eve 1974, and her name is commemorated on a
memorial plaque outside the Darwin City Council offices. Dick
Butler’s medals have been displayed at Government House
Darwin since the early 1990s, and Butler Place was registered by
Litchfield Council on 11 October 1995 in his honour.
Arthur Butler passed away in Darwin on 23 February 2008, aged
63, and was buried in Katherine, NT. While the Australian War
Memorial and others might focus on Arthur Butler’s aboriginality, it
is worth noting that he was the great-grandson of a Filipino
seafarer and pearl diver.
Paul A Rosenzweig
ThanksDigger@gmail.com

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger

Thanks Digger
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established as a tribute to
all Australian Service personnel and others who have served in the
defence of Australia and Australia’s interests.
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
ThanksDigger@gmail.com

|

Captions
Image 1: Private Arthur Butler in Terendak, Malaysia as a
member of 3RAR.
Image 2: Private Arthur Butler in South Vietnam, in a painting by
Bruce Fletcher (1967)
[ from Australian War Memorial image no. ART40563].
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ADVERTISING
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TIME FOR A BIT OF HUMOUR
Two blokes living in the outback saw a
couple of jobs advertised by the Queen
looking for footmen, to walk beside her
carriage.
They applied and were flown to London
for an interview with Her Majesty. She
says: “Because my footmen must wear
long white stockings, I must see your
ankles to be sure they are not swollen or
misshapen”.
After they show her their ankles, the
Queen says: “It is also important that you
do not have knobbly knees, so I need to
see your knees as well”.
Once she has seen their knees she says:
“Now everything appears to be in shape
so I just need to see your testimonials”.
Nine years later, when the pair are finally
released from prison, one of the blokes
says to the other “I reckon if we had just
had a bit more education, we could have
got that job”.
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Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel
1734 San Pablo St.,
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines
President
Robert (Bob) Barnes
Mobile: + 63-928-145-6756
Email: president@rslangelescity.com
Vice Presidents
Gary Barnes
Mobile: +63-915-839-8379
Email: garylbarnes86@gmail.com

RSL
Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines

Secretary
Philip Salmon
Mobile: +63-9287424628
Email: secretary@rslangelescity.com

Chris Weeks
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149
Email: chris.weeks@hotmail.com
Treasurer
David Messent
Mobile: +63-930-691-5953
Email: treasurer@rslangelescity.com

Quartermaster

Editor

David Messent
Mobile: +63 930 691-5953
Email: dimmessent@yahoo.com

Larry Smith
Mobile: +61- 411 725 676

editor@rslangelescity.com

Membership Officer
David Shine
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number

“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance”
Lest We Forget
Editors note:
I am currently in Sawtell, 500+ kilometres north of Sydney enjoying a re-union with some blokes I served in
Vietnam with. We have had a great time together and it all culminates tonight with a formal dinner at the
Sawtell RSL Club.
Tomorrow, Saturday 24th September we (missus and son) will be heading south early to get to Canberra that
night (hopefully). We then will be fulfilling our son’s request to take him to the snow.
So we will give him a couple of days rolling around in the snow at Perisher and Thredbo resorts, before heading
back to Canberra to show him the sights around there. Should be back home in QLD by end of next week.
Because of time constraints, Philip has fed me info for this newsletter so that I can get it to you while I have good
Wifi availability. Thanks Phil. Larry Editor
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Returned & Services League of Australia
Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines

MINUTES OF MONTHLY
GENERAL MEETING HELD
Call to order: at 1400 hrs.
The president asked the doorman to place the “do not enter” sign on the door and asked the members
to turn off all phones recorders etc.
Ode to the fallen recited by President Bob Barnes
Attendance 14 (as per registered)
Apologies: Peter Renton, Scott Chambers, Gary Maher
New members/transfers:None in attendance
Visitors:Steve Van Mierlo, Lawrie Dart
President Bob Barnes:The President thanked everyone that attended Vietnam Veterans Day, it was a great success.
He also thanked the helpers at the Fat Boy rugby tournament and the Golf tournament.
He advised that the next event is Christmas in November. The venue is Mother India restaurant,
tickets are 500 Php per head and are now available. Please book early as the venue is smaller than
the Centenary celebration. See the secretary for tickets.
You will note at the last general meeting, the treasurer is having difficulty with the State Branch,
they are not sending receipts as requested plus membership issues. We understand that they are
experiencing some staff problems so we expect the situation will not improve yet.
We have correspondence from Rob Cairns re: the Fiesta Raffle Tickets. I’ve asked the secretary to
have it on the agenda for general business.
Minutes of meeting held 16th August 2016
Motion: The minutes of the general meeting held 16th August 2016 be accepted as a true and
accurate record
MOVED Philip Salmon
SECONDED Kooka
CARRIED
Matters arising from minutes:No matters raised
Outward Correspondence: Highett RSL

Requesting a donation
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Keith Kipp
Larry Adkison
Inward Correspondence: The Woodmen
Owen Carlton
Rob Cairns
Dave Donney
Kev Proctor

Requesting a donation
thanking for the photo taken from the drone.
Final raffle
Rats of Tobruk Assoc (to newsletter)
re: the Fiesta Raffle Tickets
Re: Meat trays
Meat tray cost

Motion: The inwards correspondence be accepted and the outgoing be endorsed.
MOVED Philip Salmon
SECONDED Chris Weeks
CARRIED
Matters arising:The secretary is to contact John Wallace, the wood man advising him of the date of the 2017
May medical mission.
Generally agreed that the Big Kev pork trays would not be feasible on the Tuesday afternoons
but would be very good for special events
Treasurer’s report:
Kooka read and tabled a very detailed report
MOTION: The treasurer’s report be accepted as tabled and read.
MOVED Kooka
SECONDED Doug Emblem
CARRIED
Matters arising from treasurer’s report:No matters raised
Welfare report:A very detailed report read by Chris Weeks. A copy is attached to the original minutes and can be
read in the newsletter (Note: Chris is leaving for Australia 23rd September, no welfare report will
be available next general meeting)
Medical Missions report:David Shine advised the location of the October medical mission and handed out mud maps on
how to get there. The last mission was held at Pulungbulu with only 412 children attending. One
standard wheel chair was issued, one special chair ordered and seven appointments for hearing
aids.
Membership report:David Shine advised that we have 453 financial members.
Fat Boys Visit:Gary Barns gave a brief run down on the golf event stating that the RSL Rebels were fined twice
for breach of uniform code. (Well done Gary)
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General Business: Minor debate on the price of tickets but to be referred to the committee. Generally agreed that
buying tickets on line will be OK, Kooka wants it stressed that when buying on line, the receipt
must state the name of the purchaser and the reason. i.e. Tickets, donation, membership etc.
 David Shine advised that the request for special shoes for the child of a Starfish employee is
being actioned. (Note: this was a committee decision to purchase the shoes for a child who has
had surgery).
 Kooka advised that clearance sale is doing well.
 Kooka is working on the 2017 Fiesta Shirt design and will change the material to be the same as
the centenary shirts.
 Kooka will order the Christmas cakes for sale.
 The raffle was drawn prior to the end of the meeting.
There being no further business, the President closed the meeting at 1435hrs

Welfare Report – August/September
2016
The September medical mission at Pulung Bulu was
reasonably successful, despite us only having 412 children
attend which, from our perspective, is another poor figure.
In fact, the entire year’s missions for 2016 have been
poorly attended, as to date we have only given medicines
to a total of 4,736 kids over the seven missions that we’ve
done this year. In contrast, last year’s figures, to the same
point, were 7,967. The highest attendance figure this year
was 1004 – at Northville 16 in June – but all the other six
missions have had less than 600 kids attend and one – at
Mabiga – was barely half that number. This year’s low
numbers appear to be due largely to poor advertising
and/or motivation on the part of the various Barangay
captains, which is more than a little disappointing.
On the upside, in the month since the last general meeting
in August, we have supplied five wheelchairs, with the mix
being 3 specials, 1 regular and 1 adult. Our current
warehouse stock holding of the specials is 76, with the
breakdown being 16 with headrests and 60 without, plus
we have one special on hand without a headrest, for a
total stock holding of 77 remaining out of the initial 164
supplied.
Our off-take rate has slowed considerably over the past 12
months – 38 specials last year, compared to just 13
specials so far this year. There was a disabilities group in
Guagua that sent us a lot of kids last year, but we seem to
have fulfilled the demand from that area. Given the
slowed off-take rate, we are not yet at the re-order point

for the specials, but we will continue to monitor the
situation.
At the last mission Greg Mann took orders for 7 more
hearing aids and these have been added to the waiting
list. This, like the supply of wheelchairs, is a most
important facet of our missions, as both items provide lifechanging equipment that makes a huge difference not
only to the life of the child, but to their family as well. We
are still seeking new supply lines for hearing aids, but it’s
next-to impossible to do that from here in the Philippines,
so please, if you’re in Australia - or any other developed
country, for that matter – please try and get some more
hearing aids for us. We would obviously prefer that it’s
from a source that will consistently provide supply, but if
it’s simply a one-off, that too is all good as far as we’re
concerned.
As always, a fair amount of other RSL and general welfare
work took place behind the scenes too, requiring this
writer, often in company with the Secretary, in total to
cover some 374 km, pay 291 peso in E-tolls and send some
46 text messages, up until noon on September 20th.
That’s actually an improvement, as last month’s distance
was 450 km… But as the old Forces expression puts it, “If
you can’t take a joke, you shouldn’t have joined!”
I will be overseas as of Friday 23rd September, for a
hopefully-brief time. As a consequence of this, there may
not be a Welfare report submitted for the next newsletter.
Chris Weeks
Vice President & Welfare Officer

