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An aerial shot of the ceremony site at Clark Cemetery for Vietnam Veterans Day, 18th August. The picture 
was taken from a drone when we had just finished setting up to conduct the commemorative service. The 
photo was sent by Larry Adkison, the superintendent of the American Battle Monuments Commission. 
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We started the month with another successful 
medical mission, this time close to the Ponderosa 
at Quezon New Valley Sub Division. 514 children 
were attended to which is a small number 
compared with other missions but is was a life 
changing day for some less fortunate locals.  

We issued 1 special wheel chair, 1 adult chair, 1 
child for minor operation (cleft pallet) and a more 
serious matter, a child with a tumor. We were 
joined by the doctors and nurses from “Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel Hospital, Clark” and the “Sta. Lucia 
Eye Center” who attended to adults with blood 
pressure monitoring, free consultations and eye 
sight testing. (See photo’s in this edition).  

The children and parents were also fed with 
chicken/rice courtesy of Tony Mamac, the 
Balibago Barangay Captain. Thanks Tony, your 
support is always appreciated.  

Talking of support, we have a new sponsor who 
has booked a booth in the 2017 Fiesta. VP Chris 
Weeks and Secretary Philip Salmon have met 
with Mike from Pinatubo Brewery and were given 
a warm welcome by Mike and his staff. More 
details in this newsletter.  

I’ve saved the best till last, the 

. I was 

pleased to have 3 military representatives from 
the Manila Embassy, these being CAPTAIN 
BRADLEY WHITE (RAN), Defence Attache, 
Australian Embassy, Manila and Embassy Staff, 
LTCOL TIM LOPSIK and WARRANT OFFICER 
CRAIG CUTTS. The address was well presented 
by CAPTAIN WHITE but unfortunately, as he 
was starting to deliver his address we had a little 
of rain. We were under cover and kept dry but 
the colour party were in the open and had a mid-
morning shower (made them look cleaner).  

The sky was dark and as someone pointed out, 
the Battle of Long Tan was fought in monsoonal 
conditions so the rain almost added to the 
essence of service. Happily (for the colour party) 
the rain was short lived and the service continued 
as planned.  

As previous years, we attended the Ponderosa 
Resort for a BBQ lunch and raffles. I heard 
several people comment on the great range of 
sausages and hamburgers, people saying they 
were the best ever. Our thanks go to Scott 
Chambers who provided them from his Prime 
Choice Meats Company. I’m pleased to say our 
special guests enjoyed the afternoon and the 
weather was very kind to us.  

As usual, we had great service from the 
Ponderosa waitresses who always help to make 
the day a great success. I wish to thank all of the 
Sub Branch members and WAG’s who helped in 
the preparation of the event and on the day.  

The WAG’s deserve another night out, VP Chris 
Weeks and the Secretary have booked “Mother 
India” for Christmas in November (Note: to be 
November 3rd) along with the same 
entertainment we had for the Centenary bash. 
The venue holds less than the Hotel America so 
bookings will be essential.   

Till the next time, this is President Bob Barnes 
going on shore leave 

 

 

President’s Report 
By: Robert (Bob) Barnes – Sub-Branch President 
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New Cards 

 

 

 

No new cards have been sent 
by State Branch. We have 
been advised that two of the 
three ladies in the 
membership section have 
resigned and the third is on 
sick leave. This is beyond our 
control, therefore we must ask 
everyone to be patient while 
the branch resolves the 
situation. 

 

  
 

 
 

                                                                                            
 

 
     

Dallas Drake  
Service Member 

Transferred to State 
Branch 

  

 

 

 

Let’s say Hi and welcome 
aboard to our new members:- 

Ken Stevenson Social 
Ted Corse-Scott Social  
Peter Craig  Social 
Daryl “Dak” Paley Social 
Peter Flannery Associate 
Warren Mallett Associate
    

RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE SEPTEMBER 2016 

Night Moves Club Raffle every Monday at 5:30pm 
 
Phillies Sports & Grill every Saturday at 6:00pm 
 
MEDICAL MISSION 
Saturday 3rd September  
Next to the PULUNGBULU BARANGAY HALL 
See the mud map in the newsletter (page 14) 
 
Tuesday 6th September 
2:00PM COMMITTEE MEETING 
2:00PM SOCIAL Tuesday Ponderosa 
4:00pm PORKIES / FIREPIT / MISCHIEF BAR 
 
Tuesday 13th September 
2:00PM WELFARE MEETING 
2:00PM SOCIAL Tuesday Ponderosa 
4:00pm VOODOO / VALHALLA / ROAD HOUSE 
 
Tuesday 20th September 
2:00PM GENERAL MEETING 
2:00PM SOCIAL Tuesday Ponderosa 
4:00pm BLUE FLAME / DRILL SHACK / JD SPORTS BAR 
 
Tuesday 27th September 
2:00PM SOCIAL Tuesday Ponderosa 
4:00pm PONDEROSA (Free nibbles thanks to Melvin)  
 
Check our web site www.rslangelescity.com or Facebook for 
details 
Or Email secretary@rslangelescity.com +63 928 742 4628 
 
We wish to thank the BLUE BOOK for their continued support 
By publishing the schedule of events each month 
 

 

We Need Your Blood! 

Help us to maintain our blood supplies by donating blood at the AUF Hospital Red 
Cross Blood Bank and credit to our RSL. Doesn’t take much time and it will be 

appreciated. 

 

http://www.rslangelescity.com/
mailto:secretary@rslangelescity.com
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John Wallace & Colin Carrington with a trailer of firewood   

 

Here in Angeles City, Philippines, we are enjoying 
a very pleasant and warm summer.  No typhoons 
(as yet) but the odd thunderstorm which is good 
for the garden. In Australia, some areas are 
feeling the chill of winter and the need to keep 
inside and warm but not everyone is doing that. 
 
Two local hero’s John Wallace & Colin 
Carrington affectionately known as “The 
Woodmen” are again conducting wood raffles at 
the local IGA supermarket, braving the cold in 
Heathcote (Victoria) to raise monies that support 
the Angeles City RSL Sub Branch medical 
missions. Often over 1,000 children receive free 
medicines at the missions (Multivitamins, 
paracetamol, amoxicillin etc.) as well as          

de-worming.  
 
The missions are an opportunity for disabled 
children and deaf children to be assessed for free 
wheel chairs and hearing aids. Standard wheel 
chairs are on hand at the missions and to the joy 
of the parents, a disabled child gains a degree of 
independence with the ability to move around by 
themselves. The wheel chairs and hearing aid 
programs provide a long term benefit for the 
child and also the family.  
 
The monthly medical missions, wheel chair and 
hearing aid programs would not be possible 
without the help of local business providing prizes 
for raffles and the continuous support of John 

Wallace & Colin Carrington and 
the kind permission of the 
Heathcote IGA to hold the raffles 
on their property.  
 
On behalf of the Sub Branch 
President, the RSL members and the 
children of Angeles City, I thank 
John and Colin for contributions to 
our mission to improve the wellbeing 
of less fortunate children.       
 
Philip Salmon, Hon. Secretary, 
Angeles City RSL. 
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355 Yukon St, Riverside S/D 
Friendship, Angeles 

Monday 8th August, VP Chris Weeks and myself attended 355 

Yukon St, Friendship, Angeles and the home of 

. We were met by Mike (owner and brew 

master) and his cheerful staff. After sampling some of the 7 
varieties that he brews, he gave us the grand tour and 
explained how he makes his excellent beers. I never knew half 
of what he explained, it was a very interesting experience. 
After the tour (and some more beer) Mike showed interest in 
what we, the RSL do for the local children and the medical 
missions. We explained we are a self-funding organization 
dependent on raffles, donations and the Australian Day Fiesta 
to raise cash to purchase the medicines, wheel chairs etc. Mike 
instantly offered 10% discount to RSL members on his 
boutique style of beers. Snacks are available but the price is so 

low, no discount can be given on food. In addition to the discount, Mike 
asked for details on the 2017 Fiesta and instantly booked a booth, much 
to my delight as he will be serving draught beer on the day. Any 
business house reading this that want to be part of the Fiesta should 
contact me (or any committee member). Before we left, Mike explained 
that twice a year at Christmas and Easter, he brews an additional 2 
varieties, a limited edition which I’m looking forward to sampling. On 
behalf of the RSL and the children we help, I thank you Mike and your 
staff for becoming our latest sponsor. 

Philip Salmon, Hon. Secretary. 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

THE HON DAN TEHAN MP 

MINISTER FOR VETERANS’ AFFAIRS       11 August 2016  

 50th anniversary of the end of the Indonesian Confrontation 

Today marks the 50th anniversary of the end of the 

Indonesian Confrontation, an undeclared conflict fought 

mainly along the Malaysian-Indonesian frontier on the 

island of Borneo from 1963-1966. 

 

Australian personnel joined British, Commonwealth and 

Malaysian forces in repelling cross-border raids by 

Indonesian troops seeking to destabilise the newly 

federated state of Malaysia and claim former British 

territories on Borneo. 

 

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Dan Tehan said 21 

Australians lost their lives as a result of the operations on 

Borneo. 

"Today we remember the service and sacrifice of the 

Australians on Borneo 50 years ago," Mr Tehan said. 

"Our troops were sent to protect Malaysia against external 

attack – which they did against Indonesian paratroop and 

amphibious raids on the Malayan Peninsula, and against 
Indonesian infantry in operations on Borneo."  

"It is a reminder that the men and women who serve in 

defence of our country are called on to do their duty in a 

variety of forms and as a nation we honour them all." 

 

The Australian War Memorial will commemorate the end 

of the Indonesian Confrontation during the Last Post 

Ceremony, broadcast live online, at 4.55pm on 11 August.  

tel:1963-1966
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AUSTRALIAN FILIPINOS  
IN CONFRONTATION 

Part 1 :  Laurence Charles Jones 

August 2016 marks the 50th anniversary of the 
ceasefire which ended Confrontation, a significant 
campaign of which the Australian public is generally 
unaware. Between 1962 and 1966, Indonesia and 
Malaysia fought a small, undeclared war which came 
to involve troops from Australia, New Zealand and 
Britain – with a Gurkha receiving the only Victoria 
Cross for the campaign.  

Confrontation 

Indonesia’s Confrontation (Konfrontasi) with the 
Federation of Malaysia intensified into war when 
Indonesia launched a series of cross-border raids into 
Malaysian territory in early 1963. Australia’s 
commitment to operations against Indonesia in 
Borneo and West Malaysia fell within the context of 
its membership of the Commonwealth Far East 
Strategic Reserve (FESR).  

Among the several Filipino-Australians who have 
served with the Australian forces since 1915, two are 
known to have served during Confrontation – one of 
them is Laurie Jones, a descendant of a Filipino pearl 
and shell diver, who undertook FESR duties as a 
radio operator in the Straits of Malacca and the 
Straits of Singapore on two occasions in 1965, aged 
just 17.  

The Spain family  

Laurie’s great-grandfather was Dionisio Antonio 
Puerte (1863-1926) from Cebu, later known as 
‘Antonio Spain’. Among the twelve children of Antonio 
and his English wife Elizabeth Massey (1866-1951), 
Felix and Percy served in the AIF, and their only 
daughter Lizzie married a decorated AIF veteran.  

Three grandsons – Ernie Spain, Dan Spain and Felix 
Spain junior – served in military uniform during World 
War 2. Their son Catalino was killed by enemy action 
in 1942 during the Bombing of Darwin, while a great-
grandson (Florenco Francisco) was killed while 
fighting as a guerrilla in the Philippines.  

Felix Beato Puerte Spain (1893-1966)  

Laurie’s grandfather was Antonio and Elizabeth’s 
fourth child, Felix Spain. Wounded on the Somme in 
1918, Felix married Miss Edith Edetta Edmonds in 
Birmingham, England on 9 March 1918 and brought 
her to Australia in 1920. In Darwin, Felix took over his 
father’s hairdressing saloon in Cavanagh Street after 
Antonio died on 21 July 1926, while Edith ran the 

Bluebird Cafe for many years. Their first son, Felix 
Richard William Spain, served in the AIF in 1940-45. 

Rosalina Margaret Spain (1928-1964) 

Laurie’s mother Rosalina was born in Darwin on 
15 November 1928, Felix and Edith’s fifth child and 
fourth daughter. During the exodus of women and 
children from Darwin in December 1941, Edith Spain 
took their children Rosie, Sheila, Lily and Dennis on 
the SS Zealandia to Glebe, NSW.  

Rosie married Henry Lloyd Jones in NSW: Henry had 
served with the 2/4th Infantry Battalion (6th Australian 
Division) and was taken POW in Greece in April 
1941. Rosie and Henry had two children, Laurie and 
Virginia, but Henry died when Laurie was just 4 years 
old.  

A few years later Rosie took her children back to 
Darwin and they lived with her father Felix Spain until 
they got their own accommodation. Rosie passed 
away in Darwin on 30 September 1964; Felix died in 
Darwin on 17 December 1966, aged 74, and Edith 
died in Darwin on 7 May 1984, aged 85. 

R63987 Radio Operator Special Laurence Charles 
Jones 

Rosie Spain’s first child and only son Laurence 
Charles Jones was born in Sydney on 23 December 
1947. Laurie served in the Royal Australian Navy as a 
Radio Operator from 1965 to 1985 – by the time he 
was 18, Laurie had qualified for War Service in two 
countries.  

His first deployment was during Confrontation: he 
served on the British-built Daring Class destroyer 
HMAS Duchess, which undertook Far East Strategic 
Reserve duties in Singapore and patrolling the Straits 
of Malacca and the Straits of Singapore from 
19 January to 19 March 1965. Her first patrol 
commenced on 11 February off Pulau Jarak. After a 
deployment to South Vietnam, HMAS Duchess 
undertook her second FESR deployment in 
Singapore from 11 August to 10 September 1965. 
She was based at Tawau in Borneo for some time 
took, and took onboard many Indonesian prisoners 
attempting to sneak into Borneo and Malaya. Laurie’s 
cousin Arthur Butler was serving ashore then but they 
didn’t know it at the time.  

Commemoration 

Laurie Jones contributed memories and photos to the 
book Tiger Territory by Ian Pfennigwerth – the untold 
story of the Royal Australian Navy in Southeast Asia, 
1948 to 1971. 
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The Pingat Jasa Malaysia (PJM) is a Malaysian 
operational campaign medal established by the 
Malaysian government on 3 March 2004 to recognise 
service by members of the Malaysian Armed Forces. 
The PJM was subsequently also offered to members 
of Commonwealth forces (Australia, Fiji, India, Nepal, 
New Zealand and the United Kingdom) who served 
with the FESR between 31 August 1957 (the date of 
Malaysia’s independence) and 31 December 1966 
(the end of Confrontation).  

The official end of the Confrontation was 12 August 
1966, but the eligibility end-date for the PJM was 
extended to 31 December 1966 to include a ‘cooling 
off period’. The eligibility period for service in 
Singapore was up to 9 August 1965 (when Singapore 
separated from the Federation of Malaysia).  

In 2004, the Malaysian government offered Australia 
the PJM to ommemorate those Australian Defence 
Force personnel who served to uphold the 
sovereignty of Malaysia during the Malayan 
Emergency and the Indonesian Confrontation. Laurie 
Jones is among the 8,000 who have received PJM 
medals to date, out of about 12,000 personnel 
believed to be eligible.  

Paul A Rosenzweig 

Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established 
as a tribute to all Australian Service personnel and others 
who have served in the defence of Australia and Australia’s 
interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger     |     
ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: 
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

Captions 

1. Laurie Jones, a great-grandson of the Filipino diver 
Antonio Puerte Spain.   

2. The two clasps awarded with the Campaign 
Service Medal for service during Confrontation. 

                               

                      

 

 

The card below is information for Australians residing in the Philippines when they need to 
contact our embassy in Manila. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
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                         Australian Embassy                                                                                                                       

                      The Philippines                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

Date 19 August 2016 

 

To whom it may concern 

 

It has been brought to the attention of the Australian Embassy that some Australians visiting the 
Philippines as either temporary or permanent residents have had their Australian passports stamped with 
fake visas, particularly balikbayan visas. Sometimes the fake stamps are arranged through travel agencies 
and in some cases direct through other persons. The illegal activity appears prevalent around Angeles City 
Pampanga. 

 

The Embassy has been advised that the Philippines Bureau of Immigration is aware of the practice and 
local police and other authorities have been advised to make further enquiries. The Philippines Bureau of 
Immigration is carefully examining passports upon departures and arrivals looking for fake stamps. This 
could result in an arrest, departures delayed, or other sanctions. Australian passport holders who permit 
fake stamps to be entered in their passports are a party to such illegal act. 

 

The Embassy would be grateful if you could publicise amongst the expat community in your region, the 
above mentioned issue. 

 

The Embassy again stresses Australian citizens in the Philippines either as residents or visiting, are 
subject to Philippine law. Please feel free to copy and circulate this letter. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 
Austra l i an Embassy, Level 23 - Tower 2, RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 1200, Phil ippines Telephone: +63 2 757 8 1 35   Fax: 

+63 2 757 8323   www. philippines.embassy.gov.au 

 

THE ABOVE NOTICE IS FOR GENERAL DISSEMINATION

                           PHILIPPINESAUSTRALIA 
                                       1946-2016 
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We think that everyone has either been 
to or been past the Angeles University 
Foundation Hospital (AUF) and should 
know how to proceed past there to 
Pulungbulu Barangay Hall for our next 
Medical Mission. Just follow the mud 
map and you should get there OK. 

For those needing transport, be at the 
Ponderosa Hotel in time to board the 
Ponderosa jeepney, which will depart at 
0730 hours. 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the 
Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for 
any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this 
newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for loss or 

damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of 
information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they 

warrant that articles or opinions published in this 
newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the 

Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 

 

 A SMALL QUIZ 

You wish to drive around Australia using Highway 1, 
starting and ending in Sydney. 

Which would be the shortest route, heading north 
about and coming back to Sydney from the south, or 
starting by heading south and coming back from the 
north. 

There is a difference in distance to travel. 

 

To enable our non-Australian members to work this 
quiz out, our vehicles are right hand drive and we 
drive on the left hand side of the road. 

Highway 1 is described as connecting all the different 
coastal highways in all states that connect to make 
one continuous road, eg Princes Highway connects to 
the Pacific which in turn connects to the Bruce etc. 

Answer is on page with RSL details

AS I AGE 

As I age (I am now classed as old) I have taken another look at the old adage DON’T COUNT THE DAYS, MAKE 
THE DAYS COUNT.  Good advice I reckon.   Ed 
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel 

1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

President 

Robert (Bob) Barnes 
Mobile: + 63-928-145-6756 
Email:   president@rslangelescity.com 

Vice Presidents 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: +63-915-839-8379 
Email:   garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

Chris Weeks 
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149 
Email:  chris.weeks@hotmail.com 

Secretary 

Philip Salmon 
Mobile: +63-9287424628 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Treasurer 

David Messent 
Mobile: +63-930-691-5953 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Quartermaster                                      Editor 
David Messent                                                                  Larry Smith 

Mobile: +63 930 691-5953                                             Mobile:  +61- 411 725 676                                

Email: dimmessent@yahoo.com                               editor@rslangelescity.com 

Membership Officer 
David Shine 
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168 
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com 
 

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number 

 

 

 

ANSWER TO THE QUIZ 

The shortest route would be heading north along 
Highway 1 and coming home by the south route. 
Some may say ‘ what is the difference, it is on the 
same highway’ but, as we drive on the left hand side 

of the road we are continually on the inner side of a 
circle, where-as the south about is on the outside of 
the circle, hence a longer distance to travel. Any 
arguments?? 

  

 

www.beyondtheblackstump.com 

 

 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:%2B63%20930%20628%201813
mailto:dimmessent@yahoo.com
mailto:editor@rslangelescity.com
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Returned & Services League of Australia 

Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines  

Call to order: at 1402 hrs. 
 
Ode to the fallen:  President Bob Barnes 

 
After the ode, the President asked the members to remain standing for a silent tribute for RSL 
state executive Mr. Mark Sherlock, the State commercial manager who passed away in Sydney. 

 
Attendance:  18 (as per registered including visitor/guests) 
 
Apologies: - 
 Gary Barnes Iain Booth Scott Chambers 
 
New members/transfers:- 

Secretary informed the members that Dallas Drake has transferred to the RSL State Branch 
(unattached list) 

 
Visitors:- 

Bob Green (Vice President Ipswich RSL Services Club) 
Mike Kinnane (Coolum RSL Sub Branch) 
 

President’s Report:- 
In 2 days’ time, we will pay respects to the Vietnam Veteran hero’s and the 50th anniversary of 
the Battle of Long Tan. Minor changes to event as will be explained by the secretary in 
correspondence. A reminder to members that the first 2 rows at the cemetery are reserved for 
Vietnam Veterans only.  
 
I’m pleased to announce we have a new sponsor. VP Chris and the Secretary have been to the 
Pinatubo Craft Beer Brewery and sampled some beer with Mike, the owner. RSL members will 
receive a 10% discount on his beers and Mike has booked a booth in the 2017 Fiesta. (Note: at 
time of writing, 13 booths have been reserved) 
  
I will ask that this meeting be kept as short as possible as the committee has a welfare matter to 
deal with immediately after. 

Minutes of meeting held 19th July 2016 
Motion: The minutes of the general meeting held 19th July 2016 be accepted as a true and 
accurate record 
MOVED Philip Salmon  SECONDED Chris Weeks  CARRIED  
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Matters arising from minutes:- 
Bar medical missions. This item was discussed at the last committee meeting, it was generally 
agreed that no bar missions will take place in 2016 which resulted in the following motion:- 
MOTION: The special distribution of medicines in October 2016 to be restricted to the barangay 
staff 
MOVED Kooka      SECONDER Chris Weeks    CARRIED 
 
Christmas in November will be held at Mother India. Bookings will be essential as it can seat 80 
only, smaller than the Centenary Celebrations  
 
The President explained in detail the medical missions to the visitors.  

  
Outward Correspondence: - 
 Various e mails to the Australian Embassy re: Vietnam Veterans Day 
 Photos and details of missions sent to the Fat Boys 
 VFW Post 2485  acknowledging their e mail  
  
Inward correspondence: -  

Australian Embassy Change of guest speaker. To be Capt. Brad White as Deputy Head of 
Mission Mr. Matt Kimberly is not available. 

RSL State Transfer of Dallas Drake 
The Woodmen Raised $255 
VFW Post 2485 Will be laying a wreath at VV Day 
State RSL By-Law 15 (Note: not applicable to our Sub Branch) 
State RSL 2017 pocket diaries  
Lee Townsend Update on his condition (Read by Chris Weeks in general business) 

  
Motion: The inwards correspondence be accepted and the outgoing be endorsed. 
MOVED Philip Salmon  SECONDED David Shine  CARRIED  

 
Arising from Correspondence:- 
 No matters raised 
 
Treasurer’s report:- 
 Kooka delivered a very detailed report (as usual) 

MOTION: The treasurer’s report be accepted as tabled and read. 
MOVED  Kooka   SECONDED Doug Emblem  CARRIED 
 

Matters arising from the treasurer’s report:- 
 No matters raised, no questions asked 

 
Welfare report:- 

VP Chris Weeks did not have his written report on hand but it will be attached to the next 
newsletter. He did have photos of a young child with a large tumor on her back. He explained 
that he is seeking funding from overseas for treatment (possibly the Hong Kong Fat Boys). 
He explained that he has been with Tony Dizon on appointment for a child in need of a special 
wheel chair. 
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Chris advised that John Wood has returned with 15 much needed hearing aids adding that 
anyone returning to Australia should try to obtain new/used hearing aids. 
On a personal note he was pleased to announce his granddaughter has been accepted by the 
RAN. 

  
Membership report:- 

David Shine advised that we have 514 financial members. (Note: this figure could be incorrect as 
the State Branch do not usually inform us of a transfer, this makes it difficult for the membership 
office to keep accurate record) 
Note: since the meeting, David has advised the figure was incorrect, we have 439 members  

 
Medical Missions:- 

David had mud maps to hand out of the September 3rd medical mission that will be held the 
covered area next to the Pulungbulu Barangay Hall. The secretary will ask Larry (editor) to insert 
it into the next newsletter. 

 
General Business:- 

The President showed design for a banner that we will have printed and displayed in Fields Ave 
(both ends) on the Fiesta in 2017. Any input on the design/contents would be welcomed. 
 
Peter Henderson has publications from Australia, they are available near the meeting room door. 
 
Steve Innes commentated on the medical mission photos. 
 
President Bob commented on a missing belt with badges that should be on display in the meeting 
room. No one knows where it is. 
 
Peter Renton read from his notes the following:- 

1. The First Aid Kit requires replenishment after the last medical mission. Kooka requested Peter 
Renton to provide him a list of items required and he will procure. 

2. Peter requested all members to be careful when attending our medical missions after one of our 
members had his bag stolen at Ne Valley.  

3. The Balibago Barangay are following leads to try and find the person responsible for the stolen 
bag at the last medical mission but it is unlikely the bag or the contents will be recovered 

4. Peter stated that at the last medical mission, Dr Alfie Bonifacio attended and offered our RSL Sub 
Branch his considerable support and advice. Dr Boiaficio is the Deputy Director of Medicine in 
Angeles and is a former Angeles City Councilor. His contact details are available from 'Bong' 
Reyes at the Balibago Barangay Hall 

5. On a disappointing note, just one hour after the conclusion of the last mission, Peter spoke with 
some kids had their medicines taken by their parents and put up for sale at the local Sari Sari 
store only one street away from where we donated them. Unfortunately, we cannot control what 
ultimately happens to the medicines we give out but I believe only a very small amount are being 
misused in this manner. 

(Note: Peter sent the notes to the secretary which was a great help in producing the minutes.) 

Tony Dizon asked where the October Med Mission will be held. To be discussed with David Shine. 

http://misused.in/
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Bob Green feels the medical missions are not advertised in Australian Sub Branches. (Note: 
several requested have been made to Vic State Branch to help by sending a letter requesting 
help to all Sub Branches but they have failed to do so).  

Kooka showed frustration with the State Branch as no receipt has been received for the paid in 
full capitation fees. The secretary has also tried but no reply to date.  

The raffle was drawn and won by Mr. Bob Green. Bob is a regular visitor to our Sub Branch and 
is the current Vice President of the Ipswich RSL Club in Queensland. 

 
There being no further business, the President closed the meeting at 1500hrs 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Welfare Report – July/August 2016 

As members will perhaps appreciate – and as I 
mentioned in last month’s report - there is always 
welfare work going on behind the scenes which, 
by its very nature, has to remain confidential. It 
makes for a lot of work at times, all of which 
must go unreported. As a result, there is not too 
much that I can report this month, despite having 
travelled almost 350 km on RSL welfare business! 

The August 6th medical mission at Mountain 
View, Balibago was reasonably successful, with 
514 children presenting for the various 
medications.  Two other Philippine helping 
organisations were also in attendance, bringing 
their special services to the local people. 

We had one child brought to the mission who 
presented as being in need of surgery for cleft 
palate and last week another child was also 
referred to us with the same requirement.  

We also had a member inquire as to the 
possibility of cataract surgery and I’m happy to 
say that we were able to both allay some of his 
fears about the operation and to assure him that 
it is entirely possible to have the operation 
performed locally. The hospital that performs 
these operations has a very long list of extremely 
happy former patients who now have fully 
restored sight.  

There were no children who presented as being 
in need of hearing aids at the medical mission, 
but Greg Mann currently has a substantial waiting 
list for actioning in due course. As reported last 
month, Greg has just arrived back from his 
overseas travels and is making inroads into the 
waiting list as time and availability permits. I’m 
happy to be able to report that our new hearing 
aid courier, John Wood, brought 16 hearing aids 
with him on his recent arrival from WA. They will 
help to reduce the waiting list, but we do need a 
lot more, so if you know of or can find a source of 
hearing aids, we’d be very happy to hear from 
you. 

Only two children presented for wheelchairs at 
the August mission, one being yet another 
cerebral palsy sufferer. This disease is by far the 
most common cause that we encounter in 
children requiring wheelchairs. He will supplied 
with his Special wheelchair on Thursday of next 
week (August 25th). Because of her size, the other 
child who presented will require a regular adult 
wheelchair, which we have on order with the 
quartermaster. As soon as that arrives, we will 
supply it to the child. 

I went yesterday (August 15th) with fellow RSL 
member Tony Dizon to the Sapang Biabas 
(Mabalacat) home of a 9-year-old child who is 
suffering from cerebral palsy. This child, who 
cannot speak, has so far spent her life lying down 
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as she cannot support her own body-weight, but 
the beautiful smile that she gave us when she 
realised that we will supply her with a Special 
wheelchair next week was enough to melt the 
hardest of hearts. 

Some of the cases that we see present a real 
challenge to us, as they can be, at times, very 
confronting. They can also be very uplifting and 
also humbling. Speaking for myself - and I’m sure 
the same holds true for other members of the 
wheelchair team - I find it a great privilege to be 
able to do something that both can and does 
change people’s lives for the better. 

On an entirely personal note, I was very happy to 
learn late last week that my 18-year-old grand-
daughter has been accepted for service into the 
Royal Australian Navy. This means that she is the 
fourth generation of our family in succession to 
serve in the Armed Forces. It also means that we 
have now spanned all three of the Services, 
having served in the British and Australian Army, 
the Royal Air Force and now in the Navy. It’s said 
that pride is one of the Seven Deadly Sins, but if 
that’s so, I’m happy to have that Sin. In any case, 
it’s superior to the rest!  

Chris Weeks   Welfare 

 

Long Tan: Vietnamese authorities allow restricted access to battle site after 
negotiations 
 

Vietnamese authorities have agreed to allow 
restricted access to the Long Tan site after 
negotiations with the Australian Government 
overnight. 

Access to the site is being limited to groups of 

100 people or fewer. 

There will also be a wreath laying in the 

afternoon, which 1,000 people will be able to 

attend. 

A Vietnamese Government source told the 

ABC the Australian Consulate had promised to 

hold a "low key" event, but that a planned gala 

dinner and concert were seen as insensitive. 

Visitors to the Battle of Long Tan site are not 

allowed to wear medals or uniforms, carry 

banners or make speeches.  

The commemoration ceremony to mark the 

50th anniversary remains cancelled. 

Veterans' Affairs Minister Dan Tehan, who 
yesterday described the last-minute 
cancellation as "a kick in the guts", said he 
was glad for the reprieve. 

"The Prime Minister appealed to the 

Vietnamese Prime Minister to understand and 

empathise with the Australian veterans and 

their families who have travelled to Vietnam," 

he said. 

"We understand there are still sensitivities in 

Vietnam, so over the last 18 months, we have 

said that we would respect how they would 

like us to commemorate. 

"We are very grateful for the Vietnamese 

change of mind on this." 

Mr Tehan said more than 1,000 Australians 

had travelled to Vietnam to mark the 

anniversary.  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-08-17/vietnam-police-block-access-to-long-tan-site/7756984
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-08-17/vietnam-police-block-access-to-long-tan-site/7756984
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Some of the visitors waiting for the word GO to move to the Long Tan cross 

Story and Picture compliments of the ABC News Brisbane 

Have a look at this webpage : http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-08-22/little-pattie-talks-about-
vietnam-cancelling-long-tan-concert/7770076        which is Australian Story about Little Pattie 
and the concert aborted due to the Battle of Long Tan. The video was made on 18th of August 
2016 in Vung Tau Vietnam 

EDITORS OBSERVATIONS AND COMMENTS 

When we first started this newsletter some 113 
months ago, we promised that as we matured we 
would endeavor to improve what we produced. You 
will have seen much evidence of that over the years. 

You would not have had to be too observant to notice 
that the standard of our notices and pictorials with 
commentary has been vastly improved in the not too 
distant past.  

Some of you may well think that the editor (me) has 
somehow improved my computer skills, but I cannot 
take any of the credit. You may have noticed that 
those improvements have occurred since our 
Secretary Philip Salmon took up his appointment. 

It is all Philip’s efforts that has brightened up our 
newsletter. He puts in many hours producing these 

notices/pictorials etc and I thank him for his terrific 
efforts. 

In the past I used to poach pictures from our 
facebook page and try to describe what the pics were 
all about. A bit hard as every newsletter has been   
produced outside of Angeles or the Philippines. 

Philip has made my job as editor so much easier by 
producing the notices, putting words to pictures, 
compiling the Member/WAG of the month. He just 
sends them to me and I just plonk them onto pages 
where I can fit them. 

Somehow I need to find spaces to put some 
advertising for our sponsors, sometimes I have to 
resort to a one page for that task. 

Thank you Philip.                                    Larry Editor 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-08-22/little-pattie-talks-about-vietnam-cancelling-long-tan-concert/7770076
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-08-22/little-pattie-talks-about-vietnam-cancelling-long-tan-concert/7770076

