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The month has been a busy one for several of 
the members starting with the medical mission at 
Mabiga. Not a very busy one but the heat was 
almost unbearable.  

Only 317 children attended which was 
disappointing but Chris Weeks took an order for a 
special wheel chair so the morning was still a 
success knowing we are helping a child in need.  

 

Next was the 4th of July Independence Day 
celebrations at the Ponderosa hosted by the 
Vietnam Veterans of America. I had prior 
engagements so could not attend, however, our 
Sub Branch was well represented as some photos 
in this newsletter will show.  

It’s our turn next with hosting Vietnam Veterans 
Day with the 50th anniversary of the battle of 
Long Tan. (Refer to the flyer in this edition). The 
first 2 rows at Clark Veterans Cemetery will be 
reserved for Vietnam Veterans and if we have 
anyone who was at Long Tan, I would be 
honoured if they could join me at the podium on 
August 18th.  

Preparations are well in hand and we have 
secured a guest speaker: Mr. Matt Kimberley 
who is the Deputy Head of Mission, Australian 
Embassy, Manila. We hope he will join us 
afterwards at the Ponderosa Resort. 

 

President’s Report 
By: Robert (Bob) Barnes – Sub-Branch President 
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Two more events in July starting in the 
emergency room at Rafael Lazatin Memorial 
Hospital (Ospital Ng Angeles).  
This was one of the last things that I.P. 
President James organized and was involved 
in. (see photo in the emergency room above left 
and the details of equipment following my 
report).  
As you have been informed, James is returning to 
Australia for an extended visit.  
Secondly, we attended an official event at the 
Mabalacat City hall where I received a certificate 
of appreciation for conducting missions in 
Mabalacat. The presentation was made by the 
Honorable City Mayor, Marino “Boking” 
Morales (see photo above right). Future events 
will include another night out with our WAG’s.  

 
Over the past few short weeks, I’ve been asked 
to organize another event similar to the 
Centenary Celebrations which received a lot of 
positive comments. Its early days but I have 
been checking for suitable venues. The tentative 
date is Thursday 3rd November with the 
title/theme being “Christmas in November”. Keep 
checking newsletters and Facebook for more 
information soon, we are hopeful that Dave 
Donney will again take over and organize the 
event.  
 
This is Bob Barnes leaving the deck. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DONATED EQUIPMENT:- 
9 Oximeters (two types) 
4 BP Android 
1 suction machine 
1 ECG machine 
 
 

Please note:- 
We wish to thank 5 Registered Nurses from the ER 
who travelled to Manila on their day off to get the 
best prices and select the correct equipment.   
Also we wish James Curtis-Smith a happy holiday 
in Australia, Jim, you will be missed. 
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RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE AUGUST 2016  

Night Moves Club Raffle every Monday at 5:30pm.  

 

Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday at 

6.00 PM. 
 

Tuesday  02 August 2016 

2.00 pm COMMITTEE MEETING  
2.00 pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4.00 pm ICE BAR / BABY DOLLS / FIRE 

 

MEDICAL MISSION  

 Saturday 06 August 2016 

Quezon New Valley Sub Division see map in news 

letter 

 

Tuesday 09 August 2016 

2.00 pm WELFARE MEETING 

2.00 pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4.00 pm GECHO'S / LA BAMBA / RHAPSODY’S 

 

Tuesday 16 August 2016 

2.00 pm GENERAL MEETING 

2.00 pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4:00 pm CANDY BAR / BLUE FLAME / NIGHT 

MOVES 

 

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY  

50 year anniversary of the battle of Long Tan 

Thursday 18 August 2016 

11:00 pm service at Clark Veterans Cemetery 

Followed by lunch and Camaraderie the Ponderosa 

Resort. 

 

Tuesday 23 August 2016 

2.00 pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4:00 pm MOONS BAR / KICK BACK & RELAX / 

SWAGMAN 

 

Tuesday 30 August 2016 

2.00 pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4.00 pm (Free finger food courtesy Ponderosa 

Resort) 
 

Check out our web site 

WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM or Facebook for 

details or Email 

secretary@rslangelescity.com +63 928 742 4628 

 

 

  I do not think that anyone 
other than blind Freddy 
would need a word picture 
to accompany our mud 
map to our next medical 
Mission location. 

I doubt that anyone will 
even turn up for 
transportation from 
Ponderosa either as the 
location is just a bit more 
than a block away from the 
Ponderosa. Although 
transport will no doubt be 
available as usual. 

http://www.rslangelescity.com/
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◄ Corporal Phillip Dobson, Royal Australian Army 
Medical Corps (RAAMC) with Delta Company,          
6 RAR, Australian Army. Doc Dobson tended to and 
saved 23 wounded Delta Company soldiers during 
the Battle of Long Tan on 18 August 1966, often 
under enemy fire. 

Doc Dobson also tended to Delta Company 
wounded after a November 1966 Viet Cong IED 
strike, and then the accidental artillery shelling of 
Delta Company 6RAR by New Zealand artillery in 
February 1967. Four Australians were killed and 13 
were wounded in this artillery accident. Delta 
Company's Company Sergeant Major (CSM) Jack 
Kirby (DCM) who survived the Battle of Long Tan 
was one of those tragically killed. A defective 
plotter was the cause. 

It is safe to say that Corporal Phil Dobson had seen, 
and tended to, more Australian wounded in a seven 
month period than any other Australian combat 
medic since World War 1. 

On 10 July 2016, Corporal Phillip 'Doc' Dobson MID, Delta Company 6RAR medic during the 
Battle of Long Tan, succumbed to lingering effects of a stroke he suffered three months ago in 
Ipswich, Queensland, just five weeks before the 50th Anniversary of Long Tan. 

Rest in Peace Phillip Dobson, your duty is done. 

Corporal Phillip Ness Dobson. Mentioned in Dispatches. 

Service No. 37822 

Royal Australian Army Medical Corps (RAAMC) 

Place of Birth: Carlton, Victoria 17 May 1941 

Passed Away 10 July 2016 
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Our Sub Branch was well represented at 

the Annual VVA July 4th Independence 
Day celebrations held at the Ponderosa 
resort. Top left, the soloist “Verne” 
entertained so well, wow, what a great 
voice. Top right, “Lucky” Christine 
Salmon with her prize, Sex in the City 
perfume. Mid left, some of the RSL 
members who attended. Bottom left: 
VVA President Jim Lary with RSL Vice 
President Chris Weeks and the secretary. 
Other entertainment was by the 
“American Legion Country Band” and as 
usual, the BBQ lunch was done to 

perfection. It’s our turn next with the 50th 

anniversary of the battle on Long Tan. 
We look forward to this special day and 
hope our American friends will join 
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Medical Mission 2nd July, Mabiga, Mabalacat City 

Camille mixing up the medicine. Never too 
young to help out with de-worming 

Good bye worms, 
(Yuk, tastes rotten!!!) 

The venue: covered area behind the Mabiga 
Barangay Hall 

President Bob (the big man in the middle) 
with some of the crew 

5 of the children with the medicine, 
multivitamins, paracetamol etc 

The 3 wise monkeys:- 
President, Vice President & Secretary 

                The venue at Mabiga 
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DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. 
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or 

opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 

 

    'Harry's Café de Wheels' 
For all of our Royal Australian Navy (RAN) 
 this is especially for you 

                
   (A trip down memory lane for our matelot members) 

1938 
 
 
 
 
 
1945 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1975 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1988 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The story of 'Harry's Café de Wheels' 
goes back to the depression years of the 
late 1930's.  
 
With the world on the brink of a 
devastating war, an enterprising Sydney-
sider by the name of Harry Edwards 
opened a caravan café near the front 
gates of the Woolloomooloo naval 
dockyard. Word spread quickly with 
Harry's 'pie n' peas' and crumbed 
sausages soon becoming a popular part 
of the city's nightlife - keenly sought by 
sailors, soldiers, cabbies, starlets and 
coppers alike. Harry operated the 
caravan until 1938 when he enlisted in 
the AIF during WWII.  
 
During Harry's time in the Middle East, 
he was nicknamed "Tiger" due to his 
boxing prowess and the name stuck. 
Upon his return in 1945, Harry realised 
that Sydney hadn't changed much and it 
was still almost impossible to get a good 
feed late-night, so he reopened and the 
caravan has been operating continuously 
since.  
 
The phrase 'Café de Wheels' came about 
as the city council of the day insisted that 
mobile food caravans move a minimum 
of 12 inches a day. Harry dutifully obeyed 
and thus the name was expanded to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harry's Café de Wheels. Before the 
councils ruling,  

 

the caravan was known simply as 
'Harry's.' When its wheels went missing 
one night, local wags coined the 
nickname 'Café de Axle.' Harry operated 
the caravan for a further 30 years before 
selling the business to Alex Koronya in 
1975.  
 
By 1988, Alex was getting on in years and 
the business had fallen on hard times. 
Current owner, Michael Hannah, made 
Alex an offer to purchase the business 
and the exchange took place on Australia 
Day 1988. Michael is the first Australian 
born owner of Harry's and as a child his 
father, a Sydney cabbie, would take he 
and his siblings down to the loo for a pie 
at Harry's. In 1970, Michael returned from 
a tour of duty in Vietnam and his first 
stop after disembarking the HMAS 
Sydney was of course Harry's. It would be 
another 17 years until Michael purchased 
the business.  
 
Michael believes Harry's finest moment 
came in 1978 when Rear Admiral David 
Martin - over a pie and glass of 
Champagne - commissioned the caravan 
as 'HMAS Harry's.'  

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Cc9FlkIpuJk/UiDFuF4aq7I/AAAAAAAAYCk/2x2K_Lh6j64/s1600/Harry%2B12.jpg&imgrefurl=http://bytesdaily.blogspot.com/2013/08/harrys-cafe-de-wheels.html&docid=DgnNB2upAVKo9M&tbnid=N6I133UbU58l-M:&w=374&h=271&bih=682&biw=1438&ved=0ahUKEwj8q4mut8LNAhVIVZQKHYU3B3oQMwhOKCcwJw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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In December 2004, Harry's was 
classified by the National Trust of 
Australia (NSW) and included on its 
Register. Per the National Trust of 
Australia, Harry's is a 'quintessential 
Sydney icon' and in the Trust's 
opinion, falls within the following 
definition:  
 
'Those places which are components of 
the natural or the cultural environment 
of Australia, that have aesthetic, 
historical, architectural, archaeological, 
scientific, or social significance or other 
special value for future generations, as 
well as for the present community.'  

As the years have passed, Harry's has 
become a 'must' for visiting celebrities. 
Harry's has served up the likes of Frank 
Sinatra, Robert Mitchum, Marlene 
Dietrich, Kerry Packer and more recently, 
Sir Richard Branson, Russell Crowe, 
Kevin Costner, Brook Shields, Pat Rafter, 
Olivia Newton-John, Jerry Lewis, Billy 
Crystal, Pamela Anderson, Sara O'Hare, 
Lachlan Murdoch, Kerri-Anne Kennerley, 
Adrian Greiner, Anthony Bourdain and 
Peter Blakely.  
 
In 1974, chicken king, Colonel Sanders, 
stopped at Harry's and enjoyed the food 
so much that he ate three 'pies and peas' 
while leaning on his walking stick in front 
of the caravan.  

 

 
Colonel Sanders tucks into one of 
Harry’s famous pies 
 
 
Elton John has also been a visitor to 
Harry's over the years and held a press 
conference from inside Harry's during the 
1970's.  
 
And then there's the album . . . in 1990, 
Peter Blakely released his debut album 
'Harry's Café de Wheels' which went 
platimum.  
 
Harry's has become so popular with the 
celebrities that in 1991, Rupert Murdoch 
had pies shipped to Los Angeles for an 
Australian themed Oscar's party. But you 
definitely don't have to be a celebrity to 
enjoy Harry's, just hungry. Since its initial 
opening in the 1930's, Harry's has 
withstood the test of time. A trip to 
Harry's lets you enjoy authentic Aussie 
tucker while taking a trip back through 
Harry's history. 
 
 
I hope this article has stirred up some 
good memories for those who went in 
and out of Garden Island Naval base.  
 
Below (next page) is a picture of Harry’s 
Café de Wheels which is a bit further 
around the road to Woolloomooloo in its 
current form. 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://meandmybigmouth.com.au/wp-content/uploads/1930/09/colonel-does-harrys.jpg&imgrefurl=http://meandmybigmouth.com.au/harrys-cafe-de-wheels/&docid=De0GgHuEW1wqtM&tbnid=F0nZiJj2PLJrhM:&w=800&h=534&bih=682&biw=1438&ved=0ahUKEwj8q4mut8LNAhVIVZQKHYU3B3oQMwhPKCgwKA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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AUSTRALIAN FILIPINOS  
IN WORLD WAR 2 

Part 15  :  Joseph Conanan 

Among the eighteen Filipino-Australians with a Northern Territory 
connection who served during WW2 was QX61563 Sapper 
Joseph Conanan. The wartime contribution of Joey and his eldest 
sister Priscilla Conanan is particularly noteworthy considering the 
Filipino population of Darwin only numbered around 70 on the 
outbreak of war.  

Tolentino Garcia Conanan (1858-1921) 

Joseph Louis Cesar Conanan was born in Darwin on on 21 July 
1926, a grandson of the Filipino pearl-diver Tolentino Garcia 
Conanan from Ybajay in the Philippines.  

Tolentino’s great-grandparents were Justo Conanan and Dominga 
Magallanes, both born in about 1797 in the village of Ybajay, in 
Aklan province in the north of Panay Island. Tolentino’s 
grandfather Juan Conanan was the Gobernadorcillo (‘Provincial 
Governor’) of Ybajay in the 1850s when the Philippines was ruled 
by the Spanish using a system of government called encomienda: 
under a Royal Grant, an Encomiendero was appointed as the 
overseer, with a hierarchy of subordinates comprising a 
Gobernadorcillo in each province, Cabezas Mayores (‘Mayors’) in 
every town, and numerous Cabezas de Barangay (‘Barangay 
Captains’ or ‘Village Heads’).  

Tolentino’s parents were Antonio Gelito Conanan and Gregoria 
Dalisay Garcia from Ybajay, his mother’s maiden name ‘Garcia’ 
being given as Tolentino’s middle name according to custom.  

Tolentino came to Thursday Island in about 1881 to be a diver for 
pearl-shell, trochus and trepang, and moved to Port Darwin in 
1902 following the death of his Portuguese wife Emelia 
Constantina Da Souza (1864-1902). Tolentino died in Darwin 
Hospital on 10 April 1921 at the age of about 69, after having lived 
in Australia for forty years. Both of his sons who lived to adulthood 
volunteered for the AIF in 1915, and both were working as wharf 
labourers on Darwin wharf in February 1942.   

Elias Joseph Da Souza Conanan (1896-1945) 

Joey was the third child and first son of Great War veteran Elias 
Conanan and his Filipina wife Lorenza.  

Born on Thursday Island on 8 August 1896, Elias had been given 
his mother’s maiden name as a middle name. He came with his 
father to live in Darwin, and enlisted in the AIF on 8 November 
1915 at 19 years of age (with his father’s permission). He served 
with the 26th Battalion AIF in the Somme Valley in France in 
September 1916, and then in West Flanders near the Ypres 
Salient in October. 

In Darwin on 27 April 1922, Elias married Miss Lorenza Agnes 
Cesar, the daughter of Elias Cesar, another Filipino who had 
settled in Darwin in 1891, and his wife Elena Dos Anjos. Elias and 
Lorenza had ten children, born between 1922 and 1938. 

In anticipation of the Japanese attacks on Darwin, Lorenza 
evacuated the family to Brisbane, while Elias and his brother 
Ricardo continued to work on Darwin wharf. Ricardo was killed 
while working on the cargo ship SS Barossa during the first 
Japanese air raid on Darwin on 19 February 1942. Elias survived 
and was evacuated to Brisbane, but died there on 5 April 1945 of 
a lung disorder, probably related to his Great War service. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiak4GbuMLNAhUHoJQKHXmrDVUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.afoodstory.com.au/2013/03/harrys-cafe-de-wheels-woolloomooloo/&psig=AFQjCNF0xZb5PgjWLAY6qc_35oSc-rI67A&ust=1466918491802689
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QX61563 Sapper Joseph Louis Cesar Conanan (1926-1946) 

Joey grew up in Darwin’s ‘Police Paddock’ and attended the 
Darwin Convent School (St Joseph’s). He and his eldest sister 
Priscilla were prize-winners at the King’s Jubilee Celebrations 
held in June 1935. After being evacuated to Brisbane, Priscilla 
enlisted in the Australian Women’s Army Service (AWAS) on 3 
March 1943, and then Joey enlisted in Brisbane on 1 September 
1944, at the age of 18. 

In 1944-45, Joey Conanan served with the Australian Army 
Service Corps, 8th Division AIF, wearing a horizontal oval colour 
patch of dark blue over white. He later served with the 12th Water 
Transport Operating Company which had become part of the 
Directorate of Water Transport of the Royal Australian Engineers, 
to provide logistic support throughout the South West Pacific Area 
via amphibious resupply. In 1945, the Directorate of Water 
Transport merged with the Directorate of Docks and the 
Directorate of Road and Rail Transport to create the ‘Australian 
Army Transportation Corps’. 

Joey suffered a ruptured appendix while at sea however, and died 
of septicaemia on 1 March 1946. In Cairns War Cemetery, a 
marble headstone bearing an engraved Rising Sun badge marks 
the grave of Sapper Joey Conanan.  

Joey Conanan is listed on the Roll of Honour at the Australian 
War Memorial (panel 85) under the title ‘Army Transportation 
Corps’: even though he died after the cessation of hostilities, he 
was still engaged on operational taskings with the 12th ‘Small 
Ships’ Company and his death was deemed to be ‘as a result of 
war service’ (the specified period for World War 2 was between 3 
September 1939 and 30 June 1947). 

As an aside, the Royal Australian Corps of Transport (RACT) was 
formed in 1973 by merging all the transport activities previously 
undertaken by the Australian Army Service Corps (granted the 
‘Royal’ prefix after the war) and those sections of the Royal 
Australian Engineers that had handled transport, such as the 
Australian Army Transportation Corps. 

Anzac Day has always been a special time for Priscilla, recalling 
the memory of her brother Joey – QX61563 Sapper Joseph Louis 
Cesar Conanan (1926-1946), who died on duty on 1 March 1946, 
aged 19. 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

Captions 

 

Image 1 

Sapper Joey Conanan in the uniform of the Second AIF, aged 18. 

 

Image 2 

Sapper Joey Conanan’s name on the Roll of Honour at the 
Australian War Memorial. 

 

‘Thanks Digger’ 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established as a tribute to all Australian Service 
personnel and others who have served in the defence of Australia and Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger     |     ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

             

mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
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Rebalanced assets test to apply from 2017 

In the 2015 Budget, the Australian Government announced that 

it would be rebalancing the assets test limits to improve the 

fairness and affordability of the pension system.  These changes 

have been passed by parliament and will commence from 1 

January 2017. 

More than 90 percent of pensioners will either be better off or 

have no change to their pension under the rebalanced assets 

test. There will be no change to the existing assets test 

exemption for the family home. 

Assessable assets include things like bank accounts, shares, 

investment properties and cars. 

The assets test affects service pension and income support 

supplement, as well as pensions paid under the social security 

law such as age pension. Compensation payments such as 

disability pension and war widow(er) pension are not affected. 

The rebalanced assets test will feature higher assets value 

limits, allowing pensioners to own a higher value of assets 

before their pension starts to reduce. Importantly, the increased 

assets value limits will continue to be indexed each 1 July. 

The changes mean that people may receive either  an increased 

rate of income support pension, a reduced rate, or have no 

change, depending on individual circumstances. Table 1 shows 

the estimated asset values which if exceeded, would result in a 

reduced rate of service pension or income support supplement 

for existing pensioners. 

The changes mean that people may receive either an 

increased  rate of income support pension,  a reduced rate, or 

have no change, depending on individual  circumstances. Table 

1 shows the estimated asset values which if exceeded, would 

result in a reduced rate of service pension or income support 

supplement for existing pensioners. 

TABLE 1 – estimated asset values causing a pension reduction on 1 January 2017. 

SERVICE PENSION NEW RULES AS AT 1/1/2017* 

Single homeowner $290,000 

Single non homeowner $535,000 

Couple combined, homeowner $450,000 

Couple combined, non-homeowner $700,000 

INCOME SUPPORT SUPPLEMENT   

Single homeowner $453,000 

Single non homeowner $653,000 

Couple combined, homeowner $507,000 

Couple combined, non-homeowner $707,000 

* Actual amounts may vary depending on future indexation of pension rates and asset value limits. 
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 The asset taper rate will be doubled, meaning that once an individual holds assets in excess of the limit, their pension will reduce at a 

higher rate. As a result, the level of assets at which pension is reduced to zero will be lower. Table 2 shows the assets values at which 

pension is reduced to zero under current rules and under the future rules.  

TABLE 2 – estimated assets at which pensions will reduce to zero as at 1 January 2017. 

  CURRENT RULES 
AS AT 1/1/2017* 

NEW RULES AS AT 
1/1/2017* 

Single service pensioner, homeowner $804,500 $547,000 

Single service pensioner, non homeowner $957,000 $747,000 

Service pensioner couple combined, homeowner $1,194,000 $823,000 

Service pensioner couple combined, non-homeowner $1,346,500 $1,023,000 

Single income support supplement, homeowner $795,250 $542,500 

Single income support supplement, non-homeowner $947,750 $742,500 

Income support supplement couple combined, homeowner $1,180,000 $816,000 

Income support supplement couple combined, non-homeowner $1,332,500 $1,016,000 

* Actual amounts may vary depending on future indexation of pension rates and asset value limits. 

If your assets exceed the cut-off on 1 January 2017 resulting in 

your payment ceasing, a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card, 

or a Centrelink Health Care Card for those under the pension 

age, will be issued without the need to meet the usual income 

test requirements for those cards.  

Veterans or war widows who currently hold a Veterans’ Affairs 

Gold Card will not lose their Gold Card as a result of their 

service pension or income support supplement ceasing 

following the asset test changes. 

The current asset value limits and taper rate will continue to 

apply until 1 January 2017. For more information on the changes 

visit the DVA website and the DSS website or call DVA on 133 

254 or from regional Australia free call 1800 555 254. 

 

                         

http://www.dva.gov.au/
http://www.dss.gov.au/
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Welfare Report – June/July 2016 

The July 2nd medical mission at Mabiga, Mabalacat 
was not very successful, with only 317 children 
presenting for the various medications. (This is the 
third-lowest attendance on record - the dubious 
honour of first place falls to the medical mission at 
Sitio Babo on April 30, 2011, where 237 children 
attended. Second place went to Mabigas on June 5, 
2010, where 300 attended.) The poor attendance at 
the latest medical mission was due to the barangay 
captain having largely failed to advertise the mission. 
The venue was very cramped and hot and, as a result 
of the slow and very poor turnout, a numbers of our 
members left the mission early.  

The venue and the turnout were in marked contrast 
to that experienced in June at the Northville 16 
medical mission, where 1,004 kids attended. 
Northville 16 is a resettlement area (in fact, I’m given 
to understand, that it’s a resettlement of a 
resettlement), so there were quite a high percentage 
of impoverished children. The actual location for that 
mission was excellent however, being held at the 
local school under the large and well-ventilated roof 
of the basketball court. Even the toilet facilities were 
plentiful and clean!  

There were no children who presented as being in 
need of hearing aids at the July medical mission, but 
Greg Mann currently has a substantial waiting list for 
actioning in due course. Greg has just arrived back 
from his overseas travels and will make inroads into 
the waiting list as time and availability permits. 

Guys, we are still seeking sources of either new or 
used hearing aids, so if you know of such places, 
please do your best to obtain some for us. They will 
be greatly appreciated. Liaise with Greg Mann, 
please. 

Only one child presented for a wheelchair at the July 
mission, he being yet another cerebral palsy sufferer.  

 

He was supplied with his Special wheelchair on 
Wednesday of last week (June 13th). He had been 
brought to the mission by Ms Gee Alapag, from the 
KNP organisation (Kuba Ning Pampanga; meaning 
Little House in Pampanga), which is focussed on 
helping those less fortunate within their community. 
Both the child and his parents went away very happy. 
(See photo’s in this newsletter.)  

We have now assessed 138 children for wheelchairs 
since the end of August 2014. Some 75 of those have 
received Specials, 59 have received regular chairs and 
we were unfortunately unable to help 4 others, due 
to their physically limitations. Two more will receive 
Specials tomorrow (July 20th). A big THANK YOU 
goes to the members and WAG’s of the Wheelchair 
Team, for their unfailing commitment to making a 
difference in the lives of these children and that of 
their families. We could not do what we do without 
them. 

On Monday July 11th, in company with President Bob 
Barnes and two other RSL members, I attend a 
presentation ceremony at Mabalacat City Hall, where 
Mayor Marino Morales presented the RSL with a 
very handsome Certificate of Appreciation. It is 
official recognition of the good work that the Angeles 
City Sub-Branch continues to do with its medical 
missions, in helping those less-fortunate within the 
local community. 

As members will perhaps appreciate, there is always 
welfare work going on behind the scenes which, by 
its very nature, must remain confidential. It makes for 
a lot of work at times, all of which must go 
unreported. 

If you’d like to come on board for any of the above 
activities, please contact Chris Weeks to volunteer 
your services. You will be made very welcome.

Gallagher opened the morning newspaper and was dumbfounded to read in the obituary column that 

he had died.   He quickly phoned his best friend, Finney.  "Did you see the paper?" asked Gallagher. 

"They say I died!!" 

"Yes, I saw it!" replied Finney.   "Where are ye callin' from?" 
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MEDIA RELEASE 

THE HON DAN TEHAN MP 

MINISTER FOR VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
MINISTER ASSISTING THE PRIME MINISTER FOR THE CENTENARY OF ANZAC 
MINISTER FOR DEFENCE MATERIEL 

 19 July 2016  

Australia commemorates 100th 
anniversary of the Battle of Fromelles 

Australia remembers its soldiers who fought and 

died in the First World War Battle of Fromelles 

one hundred years ago today. 

The Battle of Fromelles, west of Lille in France, 

lasted less than 24 hours and was the first major 

engagement for Australian soldiers on the 

Western Front. In the battle, the Australian 5th 

Division suffered 5,533 casualties, the bloodiest 
single day in Australia’s military history. 

A commemoration service at the Fromelles 

(Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery will be held 

today at 1pm (9pm AEST) attended by the Hon 

Dan Tehan MP, Minister for Veterans’ Affairs 

and Defence Materiel, the French Secretary of 

State for Veterans’ and Commemorations, Jean-

Marc Todechini, the Hon Warren Snowdon MP, 

the Governors of New South Wales, South 

Australia and Queensland, Chief of Army 

Lieutenant General Angus Campbell DSC, AM, 

the Military Governor of Lille, General Bernard 
Maitrier, and other dignitaries. 

At the service there will be a Headstone 

Dedication for six Australian soldiers who were 

identified by the Australian Army’s 

Unrecovered War Casualties Fromelles project 

team. 

The soldiers are Second Lieutenant James 

Benson from Bundaberg (Qld), Private Justin 

Hercules Breguet from Geelong (Vic), Private 

Clifton Sydney Brindal from Sydney (NSW), 

Private Sidney Broom from Mount Morgan 

(Qld), Private William Burke from Parkes 

(NSW) and Private Robert Thomas Maudsley 
from Keswick, Adelaide (SA). 

Another service will be conducted at the 

memorial wall of the VC Corner Cemetery at 

5.15pm (1.15am AEST). The VC Corner 

Cemetery contains the graves of more than 400 

Australian soldiers who died at Fromelles and 

could not be identified. It is the only solely 
Australian war cemetery in France. 

Mr Tehan said it was difficult to comprehend 

the scale of Australian losses in the Battle of 

Fromelles. 

"The Anzac spirit of courage and resilience was 

exemplified on the Western Front and today is 

an opportunity to pause and reflect on the 

experiences of those brave soldiers and to be 

grateful for the service of every Australian man 

and woman who defends our country," Mr 

Tehan said. 

"Battlefields such as Fromelles, Pozières, 

Bullecort, Passchendaele, Le Hamel, Villers-

Bretonneux and Mont St Quentin are part of our 

history and remain places of great national 
significance. 

"We must remember the service and sacrifice of 
our soldiers on the Western Front". 

Today’s service marks the start of a series of 

100-year anniversaries of battles involving 

Australians on the Western Front. A service to 

commemorate the anniversary of the Battle of 

Pozières will be held on Saturday. 
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100th anniversary of the Battle of 
Pozières 

Today 23 July 2016 Australia remembers the sacrifice 

made by Australian servicemen on the 100th 

anniversary of the Battle of Pozières. 

The Battle of Pozières (23 July, 1916 to 3 September, 

1916) saw three Australian Divisions capture and hold 

the village of Pozières and from there launch 19 

attacks. 

When the Australians were relieved on 3 September, 

1st ANZAC Corps had suffered 24,139 casualties, 

including 6,731 dead. 

Australia’s official war historian Charles Bean wrote 

that the site of the old windmill marked a “ridge more 

densely sown with Australian sacrifice than any other 

place on earth”. 

A commemorative service will be conducted today at 

the site of the 1st Australian Division Memorial at 

Pozières at 4pm (12 midnight AEST). 

Three unknown Australian soldiers whose remains 

were located nearby will be reinterred with full 

military honours. The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, 

the Hon Dan Tehan MP, said the Battle of Pozières 

was an integral chapter in Australia’s history and one 

that would never be forgotten.  

“The Battle of Pozières was a military success — our 

soldiers captured the village and held it, but success 

came at a terrible cost,” Mr Tehan said. 

“More Australians were lost in eight weeks of fighting 

in France than during eight months on Gallipoli the 

previous year. 

“It was a bloody and brutal battle and it is difficult to 

think about what those Australians endured, as we 

reflect on the price they paid defending the freedoms 

we enjoy today. The 100th anniversary is an 

opportunity to reflect on the sacrifice of those who 

served in the First World War and also the one million 

plus Australians who have served, and continue to 

serve, in defence of our country.” 

 

 

 

  

Dan Tehan’s speech at Fromelles 
(Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery 
for the 100th anniversary of the 
Battle of Fromelles 

Others would work by night and struggle under the 

weight of their friends. Sergeant Simon Fraser of the 

57th Battalion remembered the effort: “I could not lift 

him on my back; but I managed to get him into an old 

trench and told him to lie quiet while I got a stretcher. 

Then another man sang out ‘Don’t forget me 

cobber’.” 

The unknown soldiers that fell during the Great War 

are emblematic of its mass-slaughter and mass-grief, 

of loss uncounted and death that can’t be imagined.  

The industrial scale of the killing, the machines and 

weapons that swept away life, created limited time for 

recognition, recovery or even burial. This resulted in 

the moments that upon death we take for ourselves and 

our loved ones being lost. 

Today we remember the unknown soldiers here at 

Fromelles, for their service, we honour them for their 

sacrifice, and we ensure that they continue to live in 

the memories of all Australians. 

Fromelles became the place where Australia first 

realised the full force and horror of industrialised 

warfare. 

The Australian official war historian Charles Bean 

recalled the scale of this devastation here at Fromelles, 

“We found the old no man’s land simply full of our 

dead … the skulls and bones and torn uniforms were 

lying about everywhere … the wounded could be seen 

everywhere raising their limbs in pain or turning 

hopelessly, hour after hour, from one side to the 

other”. 

It was a field of men stripped of names, features or 

identity by the brutal destruction of artillery, guns and 

bayonets.  

After the battles, a chorus of nameless voices crying in 

pain or agony could be heard by the survivors. It was 

the nature of the scale of this death that those still safe 

did not know whether the cries came from dying 

friends or from soldiers they had never met. 
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In the days after the battle, soldiers would attempt to 

go out into no man’s land to retrieve their fallen mates. 

They often became casualties themselves. 

Private Edgar Williams was shot and killed after 

retrieving eight men. 

The grief and uncertainty of families with no plots for 

their loved ones was immense. Pieces of their lives 

could never be fully recovered.  

On returning from war the soldiers of this battlefield 

saw this loss stare back at them from the families of 

lost mates. 

Captain Hugh Knyvett recalled: “I discovered one day 

how deep the knife of war had cut when I spoke to a 

grandmother and daughter working a large farm; as 

with dumb, uncomprehending pain in their eyes they 

showed me the picture of son-in-law and husband who 

would never return. Rights of peoples and the things 

for which nations strive had no meaning to these two, 

but from out of the dark had come a hand and dragged 

from them the fullness of life, leaving only its empty 

shell.” 

Over 16,900 Australians remain unknown or 

unaccounted for from the Western Front campaign. 

 

ANOTHER PIECE OF IRISH COMEDY ▼ 

 Today we honour six men who have now been 

named. The work to do so, is one we as a country, owe 

these men, their families and their descendants. It is 

our duty to honour their duty. 

For those who are still unknown, here in this cemetery 

we can remember them as individuals, though we 

don’t know where they lie. 

They are unknown but did not do their duty any less. 

They are unknown but did not suffer any less. They 

are unknown but were not loved any less. They are 

unknown but not remembered any less. 

Today, like 100 years ago, we claim these men as 

ours. As our sons, our fathers, our brothers, our 

friends, our workmates. They are ours.  

We take this moment to give them the peace and 

respect we reserve for those we lose to death, not to 

say farewell but to remind ourselves of the honour, 

respect and above all else the love they were denied. 

We also take this moment to thank the French people 

and in particular the village of Fromelles, for the 

ongoing respect they continue to show our fallen. 

In those immortal words, ‘Don’t forget me cobber’. 

Lest we forget. 

  

Father Murphy walks into a pub in Donegal, and asks the first man he meets, "Do you want 
to go to heaven?"  
The man said, "I do, Father." 
The priest said, "Then stand over there against the wall." 
Then the priest asked the second man, "Do you want to go to heaven?" 
"Certainly, Father," the man replied.  
"Then stand over there against the wall," said the priest. 
Then Father Murphy walked up to O'Toole and asked, "Do you want to go to heaven?" 
O'Toole said, "No, I don't Father."  
The priest said, "I don't believe this.   You mean to tell me that when you die you don't want 
to go to heaven?" 
O'Toole said, "Oh, when I die, yes.   I thought you were getting a group together to go right 
now." 
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ANOTHER REMINDER 

Our monthly newsletter is the last in a line of 
communicating to our members. We endeavor to 
publish it soon as possible after the monthly 
meeting so that the mud map for the next medical 
mission and schedule of events for the month can 
be seen in a more or less timely manner. 

We do have a blog that should give very up to date 
information and our facebook page also gives info 
and up to date pictures of happenings within our 
Sub Branch. 

So do yourselves a favour and have a look at those 
two other means of communications.  

This month being the centenary of Australia’s 
bloodiest episodes in war, there has been several  

ceremonies in France to mark those occasions.  

No apologies for including in this newsletter three 
media releases from Dan Tehan, our Minister for 
Veterans Affairs who was at those ceremonies.  

Some years ago I did an article about ‘Don’t forget 
me cobber’ and Dan used that in his speech. (I’m 
not suggesting he got it from me). 

Finally, the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long 
Tan is next month on the 18th, a brochure has been 
included in this newsletter. A pity Doc Dobson, 
who did so much during the battle died just before 
the 50th anniversary. His OC at the time, then 
Major Harry Smith attended Doc’s funeral.   Ed 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 
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Returned & Services League of Australia 

Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines  

MINUTES OF MONTHLY 
GENERAL MEETING HELD  

19th JULY 2016 

Call to order: at 1400 hrs. 
 
The president asked the doorman to place the “do not enter” sign on the door and asked the members 
to turn off all phones recorders etc. 
 
Ode to the fallen recited by President Bob Barnes     
 
 Attendance 16 as per register 

Apologies:  Peter Renton.  
 
New members/transfers: None in attendance 
 
Visitors: None in attendance 
 
President Bob Barnes:- 

The President stated that it’s been a busy month, the Sub Branch has been very active. He 
thanked the members and WAGs for helping at the Mabiga medical mission. After the mission, 
the Mabalacat mayor, the Honorable Marino “Boking” Morales attended which resulted in some of 
us being invited to attend a meeting at the Mabalacat city hall where he presented our Sub 
Branch with this certificate (the President held up the framed certificate). Prior to that event, we 
attend the Rafael Lazatin Memorial Hospital to present the medical equipment that we agreed to 
at the last general meeting. That was the last event the James Curtis-Smith attended. James is 
now shivering in Australia. At the last committee meeting, it was suggested that we have another 
night out, similar to the centenary celebrations. It’s early days yet but we plan to have it on 
Thursday 3rd November and it will be called “Christmas in November”, more info will be available 
soon. 
 

Items for today are: Vietnam Veterans Day, any final planning to general business. 

 

 
Minutes of meeting held 21st June 2016 
 (Copy of minutes were in the newsletter) 

Motion: The minutes of the general meeting held 21st June 2016 be accepted as a true and 
accurate record 
MOVED Philip Salmon  SECONDED Chris Weeks  CARRIED  
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Matters arising from minutes:- 
Resumption of the bar medical missions. It has been debated in committee but no decision has 
been made yet. It is on the agenda for the next committee meeting and the President will 
produce a list of bars/business houses that support us so we can try to estimate the number of 
bags of medicines and the cost.  
 
The medical equipment for “Ospital Ng Angeles” was covered in the Presidents report.  

 
Inward correspondence:- 
 John Wallace &  

Colin Carrington  Wood raffles, raised $315.00 
 Vic State RSL   Capitation invoice 
 Peter O’Reily   Book release 
  Vic State RSL   By-Law 15 
 Vic State RSL   New National constitution 
 Vic State RSL   National Report 
  
Outward Correspondence: - 

John Wallace &  
Colin Carrington  Sent article that will be in newsletter 
Vic State RSL   Capitation fees (Already paid by the treasurer) 
 
MOTION: The inward correspondence be accepted and the outward correspondence be endorsed 
MOVED Philip Salmon SECONDED Chris Weeks   CARRIED 
 
(Note: By-Law 15 is “Firearms & Weapons” as per Victorian Police requirements. This does not 
apply to the Philippines) 
  

Treasurer’s report:- 
 Tabled and presented by David “Kooka” Messent.   

Kooka added that we are approximately 20K down on the month and we are losing money. The 
bar missions and expenses are unsustainable. 
 
MOTION: The treasurer’s report be accepted as tabled and read. 
MOVED Kooka  SECONDED Arthur Quinn   CARRIED 

Matters arising from treasurer’s report:- 
After reading the report, VP Gary Barnes pointed out that in the month, the expenses included 
the donated medical equipment which is a “one off” donation. Without that expense, we would 
not have had a loss. 
Gary also congratulated the treasurer on the report and stated “it’s the best readable report in 5 
years”. 

 

Medical Missions report:- 
David Shine advised that 317 children attended the last mission at Mabiga, the next mission will 
be held at Quezon New Valley Sub Division, mud maps handed to the members.  
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Welfare report:- 
Chris Weeks read a detailed report hard copy attached to the minutes and will also be in the 
newsletter. 
 

Membership report:- 
Brief report by David Shine who advised that we have 435 financial members. He added that he 
has a problem with RSL Vic Branch who are not returning his E mails. 

 
General Business:- 

Vietnam Veterans Day. The President informed the members that the secretary has spare flyers 
and we would like as many circulated to bars etc. This year, we have permission to use 4 of the 
tall flag poles, the guest speaker will be Mr. Matt Kimberley who is the Deputy Head of Mission, 
Australia Embassy. As this is the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan, we have decided to 
reserve the front 2 rows at the cemetery for Vietnam Vets and carers if required. Depending how 
many attend, that may stretch to 3 rows. He added that if any Long Tan veterans are in Angeles, 
he would like them to join him on the podium at the service.   
Kooka is concerned about raffle prizes for VV Day, President Bob will approach various 
bars/business houses requesting donations.  
 
Greg Mann has the invoice from Henson Hearing Clinic for 42,142 Php which is a 4 month period. 
He explained the 3 steps of the hearing testing (taking molds etc.)  Greg now has a back log of 
122 children waiting to be tested and or receive aids.  
  
Annabel (from AU) has a doctor in Manila who is prepared to give free check-ups for RSL 
members. Generally agreed that Wednesday’s would be good. (Note: wheel chair team may have 
to change days). More info will be given at the next meeting.   
 
The balance of the meeting was talking about hearing aids and the need to source more supply. 
Hi-lights as follows:- 

 Any member returning to Australia for visits could go to local hospitals etc. seeking hearing aid 

supply 

 VP Gary is returning to Sydney for a visit and will contact hospitals etc. for aids. 

 Tom Lawson is returning 21st July. President Bob will print the newsletter that featured Greg 

Mann and the hearing aid program to assist Tom seeking supply. 

 Ian Briggs suggested asking the Lions club for aids. Bill Hall advised that the hearing aids from 

Perth are from Lions clubs 

 Sven Pederson will approach manufacturers in Denmark when he returns later this year. 

  
 

The raffle was drawn prior to the end of the meeting.  
 

There being no further business, the President closed the meeting at 1450 hrs 
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◄President Obama presents the Medal of 
Honor to retired Army Lt. Col. Charles Kettles 
during a ceremony at the White House in 
Washington, July 18, 2016. (AP Photo/Susan 
Walsh) 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF 
HONOR 

Jul 18, 2016 | by Matthew Cox  

 
President Barack Obama awarded America's highest 

military honor for valor today to a U.S. Army veteran for 

risking his life to save the lives of 44 fellow American 

soldiers a half century ago on a Vietnamese battlefield. 

During a Medal of Honor ceremony at the White House, 

Obama told the story of retired Lt. Col. Charles Kettles, 

who was serving as a flight commander assigned to 176th 

Aviation Company (Airmobile) (Light), 14th Combat 

Aviation Battalion, Americal Division, when a battalion-

sized enemy force ambushed an outnumbered element of 
1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division, near Duc Pho. 

Kettles, then a major, led a platoon of UH-1D Huey 

helicopters again and again into intense enemy fire to help 

his fellow soldiers. 

Now 86, Kettles sat looking "sharp as a tack," Obama said, 
describing his dress blue uniform. 

Many of his fellow veterans have said that there is no one 

who deserves the Medal of Honor more than Kettles, 

Obama said. 

"Many believe that, except for Chuck," Obama said. "As he 

says, 'This seems like a hell of a fuss over something 

happened 50 years ago.' Even now, Chuck is still defined 
by the humility that shaped him as a soldier." 

But there are at least 44 former American soldiers who 

would disagree with Kettles' modest description of his 

actions on that battlefield. 

Obama gave the following account of the Kettles' bravery: 

"May 15, 1967, started as a hot Monday morning. Soldiers 

from the 101st Airborne were battling hundreds of North 

Vietnamese in a rural riverbed. Our men were 

outnumbered. They needed support fast -- helicopters to get 

the wounded out and get more soldiers into the fight. 

"Chuck Kettles was a helo pilot and, just as he had 

volunteered for active duty, on this morning he volunteered 
his Hueys even though he knew the danger. 

"They call this place 'chump valley' for a reason. Above the 

riverbed rose a 1,500-foot tall hill. And the enemy was dug 

into an extensive series of tunnels and bunkers -- the ideal 
spot for an ambush. 

"Around 9 a.m., his company of Hueys approached that 

landing zone and looked down. They should have seen a 

stand of green trees. Instead, they saw a solid wall of green 

enemy tracers coming right at them. None of them had ever 
seen fire that intense. 

"Soldiers in the helos were hit and killed before they could 

leap off. But under withering fire, Chuck landed his 

chopper and kept it there exposed so the wounded could get 
on and so that he could fly them back to base. 

"A second time, Chuck went back into the valley. He 

dropped off more soldiers and supplies; picked up more 

wounded. Once more, machine gun bullets and mortar 

rounds came screaming after them. As he took off a second 

time, rounds pierced the arm and leg of Chuck's door 
gunner, Roland Scheck. 

"Chuck's Huey was hit. Fuel was pouring out as he flew 

away. He landed, found another helicopter and flew Roland 

to the field hospital. 

"By now, it was near evening. Back at the riverbed, 44 

American soldiers were still pinned down. The air was 

thick with gunpowder and smelled of burning metal. 

"And then they heard a faint sound. And as the sun started 

to set, they saw something rise over the horizon -- six 

American helicopters, as one of them said, 'as beautiful as 

could be.' 

"For a third time, Chuck and his unit headed into that Hell 
on Earth. 

http://www.military.com/army
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"Once again, the enemy unloaded everything they had on 

Chuck as he landed -- small arms, automatic weapons, 

rocket-propelled grenades. Soldiers ran to the helicopters. 
When Chuck was told all were accounted for, he took off. 

"And then mid-air, his radio told him something else. Eight 

men had not made it aboard. They had been providing 

cover for the others. Those eight soldiers ran for the 
choppers but could only watch as they floated away. 

" 'We all figured we were done for,' they said. Chuck came 

to the same conclusion. 'If we left them for 10 minutes,' he 
said, 'they'd be POWs or dead.' 

"A soldier who was there said, 'That day, Maj. Kettles 
became our John Wayne.' 

"With all due respect to John Wayne," Obama said. "He 

couldn't do what Chuck Kettles did. 

"He broke off from formation, took a steep, sharp, 

descending turn back toward the valley -- this time with no 
aerial or artillery support. 

"Chuck's Huey was the only target for the enemy to attack, 

and they did. Tracers lit up the sky once more. Chuck came 

in so hot his chopper bounced for several hundred feet 
before coming to a stop. 

"As soon as he landed, a mortar round shattered his 

windshield; another hit the main rotor blade. Shrapnel tore 
through the cockpit and Chuck's chair. 

"Those eight soldiers sprinted toward the Huey, running 
through the firestorm, chased by bullets. 

"Chuck's helo, now badly damaged, was carrying 13 souls 

and was 600 pounds overweight. 'It felt,' he said, 'like 
flying a two and a half ton truck.' 

"He couldn't hover long enough to take off. … The cabin 

filled with black smoke as Chuck skipped and hopped the 
helo across the ground to pick up enough speed to take off. 

"The instant he got airborne, another mortar ripped into the 

tail. The Huey fishtailed violently and a soldier was thrown 

out of the helicopter and was hanging onto a skid as Chuck 
flew them to safety." 

Obama joked, "You couldn't make this up. This is like a 
bad Rambo movie." 

The Army's warrior ethos is based on a simple principle -- a 

soldier never leaves his comrades behind, Obama said. 

"Chuck Kettles honored that creed. Not with a single act of 

heroism, but over and over and over," Obama said. "And 

because of that heroism, 44 American soldiers made it out 

that night. We are honored today to be joined by some of 
them." 

Obama asked them to stand so they could be honored with 

applause. 

Kettles was originally awarded the Distinguished Service 

Cross, the second highest award for valor, for his heroism 
that day, Obama said. 

But William Villano, an amateur historian, realized that 

was not enough of an honor after he interviewed Kettles for 

a history project sponsored by a local rotary club, Obama 
said. 

Villano started a five-year mission, along with Kettles' son 

Mike, a retired Navy pilot, to ensure that Kettles receive the 
Medal of Honor. 

Congresswoman Debbie Dingell, along with her husband 

John Dingell, "went above and beyond to pass a law to 

make sure that even all these years later, we could still fully 

recognize Chuck Kettles' heroism as we do today," Obama 

said. 

"And that is one more reason this story is quintessentially 

American -- looking out for one another; the belief that 
nobody should be left behind," Obama said. " 

"This shouldn't just be a creed for our soldiers. This should 

be a creed for all of us. This is a country that is never 

finished in its mission to improve, to do better, to learn 

from our history, to work to form a more perfect union. 

"And at a time when, let's face it, we have had a couple of 

tough weeks. For us to remember the goodness and decency 

of the American people in a way that we can all look out 

for each other, even when times are tough, even when the 

odds are against us. What a wonderful inspiration. What a 

great gift for us to be able to celebrate something like this." 

We have always placed stories in this newsletter 
concerning Australians at war. 

This article was sent to me by an American Vietnam 
Veteran friend and I thought it would be a good 
news article for our American members. 

This one in particular as we all relied so much on the 
ubiquous Hewey to take us to, provide us with 
rations and ammo and bring us out of combat zones. 
It always amazed me how the crews of those 
choppers managed to do things like Chuck Kettles 
did.  

Larry  Editor 

http://www.military.com/navy

