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President’s Report
By: Robert (Bob) Barnes – Sub-Branch President

As you may be
aware, I have been
to Australia for a
short trip, it was
good to see friends
of old but I was
happy
when
I
landed back at
Clark, home again
were the beer is
cold
and
the
weather is warm.
Just joking, I don’t drink anymore.
The first RSL function I attended was the medical
mission at Northville Elementary School which
was well attended. A busy morning with 1,004
children receiving medicines and I’m pleased to
say that we had extra help: the Hong Kong “Fat
Boys” came to help out and now wish to sponsor
the October mission Thanks guys, you are a
great bunch!!!.

In my absence, one man in particular stood out
as “going the full 9 yards” as he organized our
Centenary Day Celebrations that was held at the
Hotel America. I want to again thank Dave
Donney for his organization skills that gave us a
great night out. We had 112 people attend what
was a memorable evening and I feel that many
want another night with our WAG’s soon. It was
my pleasure to present 3 certificates of
appreciation, the first to Graham Ross for
attending to the Phillies raffles for 8+ years. The
second went to Lindsay Drury for his nonstop
work organizing many of the medical missions
that have helped thousands of children. Lindsay
has also been the contact for blood supplies but
that activity will now be handed by Ron and Alma
(see details in the newsletter).
The last (but not least) went to foundation
member Dave Donney, always there to help out
when required. Through the newsletter, I also
want to thank the 4 WAG’s that sold the raffle
tickets: Christine Salmon, Elsa Weeks, Catherine
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Pederson & Renyalyn Graham. Thanks girls, you
did a great job.

I’ve been asked about the entertainment which
was excellent, a trio of professional musicians
that play occasionally at the Swagman Resort.
Unfortunately I.P. President James Curtis-Smith
could not attend due to commitments in Manila
but we made up for that with a social get
together after the general meeting (21st June)
Finger food nibbles provided by Melvin of the
Ponderosa Resort, a low-key send off to Jim as
he prepares to return to Australia.
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Independence Day celebrations at the Ponderosa
Resort and then in August, we host the Vietnam
Veterans Day at the Ponderosa following a
service at Clarke Cemetery. (Look for the flyers in
this newsletter).
Further ahead plans are underway for the annual
Fiesta in Fields Avenue to celebrate Australia
Day. It may seem a little early but 9 booths have
already been reserved with more business’s
showing interest.
That all for now, Robert (Bob) Barnes, Sub
Branch President signing out.

Still a busy time ahead starting with the Vietnam
Veterans of America hosting the July 4th

RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE JULY 2016
Night Moves
Club Raffle every
Monday at 5:30pm.

Tuesday 05 July 16
2.00 PM... COMMITTEE Meeting
2.00 PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa
4.00 PM BLUE FLAME / DRILL SHACK / JD
SPORTS BAR
Tuesday 12 July 16
2.00 PM WELFARE MEETING
2.00 PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa
4.00 PM BRASS KNOB / TOUCH OF CLASS /
EMOTIONS

Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday at
6.00 PM.
MEDICAL MISSION
Saturday 02 JULY 2016
MABIGA see map in news letter
Monday 4th July
Vietnam Veterans of America Independence Day
Celebrations
11:00am Ponderosa Resort

Tuesday 19 July 16
2.00 PM GENERAL MEETING
2.00 PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa
4:00 PM ANGLE WITCH / ORANGE BAR /
AFTER DARK
Tuesday 26 July 16
2.00 PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa
4.00 PM PONDEROSA
Check out our web site
WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM or Facebook for
details or Email
secretary@rslangelescity.com +63 928 742 4628
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JOINT MEDIA RELEASE
The Hon Dan Tehan MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
and
THE HON MARISE PAYNE MP
MINISTER FOR DEFENCE

2 June 2016
Repatriation of Australians will help bring closure
Today’s repatriation of 33 Australians, including 25
servicemen and eight dependants, will help bring
closure to their families and the country, said Minister
for Defence Marise Payne and Minister for Veterans’
Affairs Dan Tehan.
Aircraft bearing the returning Australians from the
Terendak Military Cemetery in Malaysia and the
Kranji Cemetery in Singapore are due to land at the
RAAF Base Richmond in Sydney today at about
10.30am.
Minister Payne said the Australians would be
welcomed home in a military repatriation ceremony
followed by a memorial service for families attended
by His Excellency the Governor-General Peter
Cosgrove, friends and former colleagues.
“Today’s ceremony is an opportunity to commemorate
the sacrifice of the men and women who serve in our
armed forces and the families who support them,”
Minister Payne said.
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“We owe the same debt to our Vietnam veterans that
we owe to every Australian who fights in our name,”
Minister Tehan said.
“As a country we could have done more to honour that
debt to our Vietnam veterans and today’s repatriation
is a chance to right that historical wrong.
“I would like to take this opportunity to record my
thanks and the gratitude of the Australian Government
to the men and women who served our country in
Vietnam.”
At the conclusion of the memorial service, 33 hearses
bearing the returning Australians will depart RAAF
Base Richmond at 12:15pm. The procession will
travel via Church Street - George Street - Smith Street
- Station Street - Parkes Street and arrive at Parramatta
CBD at around 12:45pm.
The public is invited to view the procession and pay
their respects along the route and they should be in
position by 12.30pm. Motorists using these roads at
that time are asked for patience if they experience
some delays.
Re-interment services will then take place in every
State and Territory, except Tasmania, over the
following weeks, in accordance with the families’
wishes.

BACKGROUND
In the early days of Australia’s involvement in
the Vietnam War in 1962, the government of
the day made a terrible decision not to
repatriate KIA to Australia but to inter their
bodies at the then Australian occupied camp at
Terendak, near Malacca, Malaysia.

“For the families of those whose loved ones are
returning to them and the veterans and mates who
served alongside them, I hope today will bring some
solace and closure.”

However if the families of the deceased could
raise the then amount of around ₤500 (500
pounds, Australian currency prior to decimal
currency introduction in 1966) which would be
around $10,000 today, then the bodies could
be returned to Australia.

Minister Tehan said 22 soldiers killed in the Vietnam
War were among the returning Australians.

Not too many families had that amount so their
family member was buried at Terendak.
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Here is an example of the policy at the
time:
The first one killed in Vietnam, was WO2
William Hacking on the 1st June 1963, was
brought home at Government (public) expense.
The second was WO2 Kevin Conway killed 6th
July 1964, was buried in a Cemetery in
Siagon, then exhumed and removed to Ulu
Pandan Cemetery in Singapore, then to allow
for Singapores expansion was again exhumed
and reburied in Kranji Cemetery Singapore.
This poor Vietnam Veteran has been exhumed
twice and buried three times and is still not
home.
In 2014, the Vietnam Veterans Association of
Australia, Northern Territory Branch started a
petition to the government to bring these
veterans home.
Project Director and Veteran Bob Shewring
was at the RAAF Base in Richmond NSW as
part of the welcoming party. He was
interviewed on the Today Show and asked that
people on the route that the hearses travelled
please stand on the curb as this is finally their
WELCOME HOME PARADE.
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Here is another story
Warrant Officer Ronald Scott was a professional
soldier who served in Vietnam as a training adviser.
Scott was proud to serve Australia even though it
niggled at him that, if he died in the course of doing
his duty, his body would never make it home. “If I get
killed, they will bury me in a foreign country. I’d
prefer to be buried in Australian soil,” Scott told his
American mate Eugene Jordan when they were
training South Vietnamese troops in Tam Ky.
Scott was a member of the Australian Army Training
Team Vietnam. He became one of our first casualties
of the Vietnam War when he was killed in September
1965 at the age of 37.
But in death he was not forgotten. His mate Jordan
remembered Scott’s wishes and was determined to
fulfil them. The Australian government wanted £500
to bring each dead soldier home. Jordan set about
helping to raise the money — then equivalent to half a
year’s salary. He was determined to make it happen.
Jordan accompanied Scott’s body on a Qantas flight
back to Sydney, and then to the military section of
Rookwood cemetery in Sydney’s west.
His role in helping to bury Scott at home had
repercussions beyond a personal act of kindness. By
drawing attention to the government’s policy of
burying Vietnam servicemen in a British war cemetery
in Malaysia, he eventually helped to change that
policy.
“It’s a sad story, but a fantastic story. Two allies at
ground level, an American was just looking after a
mate,” says author Michael Caulfield, who recounts
this episode in his book The Vietnam Years.

There is still a sad part of this story. One
veteran remains in Terendak.

AND HERE THEY ARE, FINALLY HOME

https://youtu.be/FyJ-ih5kjEs
(Watch the youtube video above)

Private Dallas Abbott was killed in the Vietnam
War, a conflict his family didn't believe in. So they
fought to keep his name off the Australian War
Memorial's Roll of Honour. But they lost the
battle. The AWM put his name there not so long
ago using a previous agreement.
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The Creation of Vietnam Veterans
When the Lord was creating Vietnam Veterans, He was into His
6th day of overtime working on the first fully operational model
when an angel appeared.
The angel said to the Lord, "You're certainly doing a lot of
fiddling around on this one."

Dal’s family however declined the offer to
repatriate his remains and apparently insisted
that they remain in Malaysia.
Editors note:
A few years ago I was going to Malacca,
Malaysia and intended to visit the cemetery at
Terendak Camp. Not so easy.
The camp is now a major army base for the
Malaysian Defence Force, and therefore has top
notch security.
To get there I was required to download an
application from the website of the Australian
Defence Attache’ in Kuala Lumpur, complete the
application showing valid and current ID, provide
an itinerary of the day, exact time and method of
arrival at the front gate of the camp. They would
then provide the application to the Malaysian
Army for approval. This process was calculated
to take six weeks. As I was heading to Malacca in
two weeks time I missed an opportunity.
I would imagine the relatives of those veterans
interred there would have to go through the same
procedure each time they wished to visit the
graves.
I have used several sites that I Googled to obtain
the information that I have provided for this
article.
Larry
Ed
"In times of war and not before,
God and the soldier we adore.
But in times of peace and all things righted,
God is forgotten and the soldier slighted."
-Rudyard Kipling-

And God said, "Have you seen the specs on this order? A Vet has
to be able to run 5 clicks through the bush with a full pack
on, endure with barely any sleep for days, enter tunnels full of
rats, spiders and the enemy all the while keeping his weapons
clean and operable. He has to be able to sit in his weapon pit all
night during an attack, hold his cobbers as they die, act as
forward scout in unfamiliar territory known to be VC infested,
and somehow keep his senses alert for danger. He has to be in
top physical condition existing on ration packs and very little
rest. And he has to have 6 pairs of hands."
The angel shook his head slowly and said, "6 pair of hands....no
way."
The Lord says, "It's not the hands that are causing me problems.
It's the 3 pair of eyes a Vet has to have."
"That's on the standard model?" asked the angel.
The Lord nodded. "One pair that sees through elephant grass,
another pair here in the side of his head for his mates, another
pair here in front that can look reassuringly at his bleeding,
fellow soldier and say, "You'll make it"... when he knows he
won't."
"Lord, rest, and work on this tomorrow."
"I can't," said the Lord. "Not until I have a model that can carry
a wounded soldier 1,000 meters during a heavy contact, calm
the fears of the latest reo and feed a family of 4 on a diggers
pay"
The angel walked around the model and said, "Can it think?"
"You bet," said the Lord. "It can quote much of the relevent
Pams, understands Duty First', knows what 'Facimus et
Frangimus means, recite all his rules of engagement, and engage
in a search and destroy mission in less time than it takes for his
fellow Auatralians back home to discuss the morality of the War
and all the while, keep his sense of humor."
The Lord gazed into the future and said, "He will also endure
being vilified and spat on when he returns home, rejected and
crucified by the very ones for which he fought."
Finally, the angel slowly ran his finger across the vet's cheek,
and said, "There's a leak...I told you that you were trying to put
too much into this model."
"That's not a leak", said the Lord. "That's a tear."
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"What's the tear for?" asked the angel.

"You're a genius," said the angel, casting a gaze at the tear.

"It's for bottled up emotions, for holding fallen soldiers as
they die, for commitment to that funny piece of cloth called the
Australian flag, for the terror of living with PTSD for decades
after the war, alone with its' demons with no one to care or
help."

The lord looked very somber, as if seeing down eternity's distant
shores. "I didn't put it there," He said.
/author unknown/

DISCLAIMER
The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter.
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or
opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 111

7

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 111

8

We wish to thank our sponsors that
helped to make our centenary
celebrations a great success: MOTHER INDIA RESTAURANT
 BOOMERANG HOTEL
 PRIME CHOICE MEATS
 WALKABOUT HOTEL
 SWAGMAN RESORT and
 ROGER CRITTON (who donated
the framed 1916 posters)
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AUSTRALIAN FILIPINOS
IN WORLD WAR 2
Part 14 : Priscilla Conanan
Among the eighteen Filipino-Australians with a Northern Territory
connection who served during WW2 was QF269602 Private
Priscilla Conanan. The wartime contribution of Priscilla and her
younger brother Joey Conanan is particularly noteworthy
considering the Filipino population of Darwin only numbered
around 70 on the outbreak of war.
Tolentino Garcia Conanan (1858-1921)
Priscilla Isabell Cesar Conanan was born in Darwin on 31 August
1922, a grand-daughter of the Filipino pearl-diver Tolentino
Conanan from Ybajay in the Philippines. Tolentino’s greatgrandparents were Justo Conanan and Dominga Magallanes,
both born in about 1797 in the village of Ybajay, in Aklan province
in the north of Panay Island.
Tolentino’s grandfather Juan Conanan was the Gobernadorcillo
(‘Provincial Governor’) of Ybajay in the 1850s when the
Philippines was ruled by the Spanish using a system of
government called encomienda: under a Royal Grant, an
Encomiendero was appointed as the overseer, with a hierarchy of
subordinates comprising a Gobernadorcillo in each province,
Cabezas Mayores (‘Mayors’) in every town, and numerous
Cabezas de Barangay (‘Barangay Captains’ or ‘Village Heads’).
Tolentino’s parents were Antonio Gelito Conanan and Gregoria
Dalisay Garcia from Ybajay, his mother’s maiden name ‘Garcia’
being given as Tolentino’s middle name according to custom.
Tolentino came to Thursday Island in about 1881 to be a diver for
pearl-shell, trochus and trepang, and moved to Port Darwin in
1902 following the death of his Portuguese wife Emelia
Constantina Da Souza (1864-1902). Tolentino died in Darwin
Hospital on 10 April 1921 at the age of about 69, after having lived
in Australia for forty years. Both of his sons who lived to adulthood
volunteered for the AIF in 1915, one of them being killed in World
War 2.
Elias Joseph Da Souza Conanan (1896-1945)
Priscilla was born in Darwin on 31 August 1922, the first of ten
children of Great War veteran Elias Conanan and his wife
Lorenza. Born on Thursday Island on 8 August 1896, Elias had
been given his mother’s maiden name as a middle name. He
came with his father to live in Darwin, and enlisted in the AIF on
8 November 1915 at 19 years of age (with his father’s
permission). He served with the 26th Battalion AIF in the Somme
Valley in France in September 1916, and then in West Flanders
near the Ypres Salient in October.
In Darwin on 27 April 1922, Elias married Lorenza Agnes Cesar,
the daughter of Elias Cesar, another Filipino who had settled in
Darwin in 1891, and his wife Elena Dos Anjos. In anticipation of
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the Japanese attacks on Darwin, Lorenza evacuated the family to
Brisbane, while Elias and his brother Ricardo continued to work
on Darwin wharf. Ricardo was killed while working on the cargo
ship SS Barossa during the first Japanese air raid on Darwin on
19 February 1942. Elias survived and was evacuated to Brisbane,
but died there on 5 April 1945 of a lung disorder, probably related
to his Great War service.
Priscilla Isabell Cesar Conanan
Priscilla grew up in Darwin’s ‘Police Paddock’ and attended the
Darwin Convent School (St Joseph’s). She and her brother Joey
were prize-winners at the King’s Jubilee Celebrations held in June
1935; Priscilla was also a prize-winner for pianoforte in 1936 and
1938, and gained very good results in the commercial
examination run by Stott’s Business College in 1940.
Priscilla enlisted in the Australian Women’s Auxiliary Service
(AWAS) at Redbank, Queensland on 3 March 1943, aged 20. She
worked in the Queensland District Accounts Office until 1
February 1944. She bore a very strong resemblance to her father
in uniform at the same age almost three decades earlier.
Priscilla is listed on the WW2 nominal roll under the name of
‘Silva’ because on 8 January 1944 she married First Lieutenant
Saturnino Ramos Silva, a US Army officer of Filipino descent.
Tony Silva was undertaking commando and reconnaissance
training with the Allied Intelligence Bureau (Philippine Section) at
Camp ‘X’ (Camp ‘Tabragalba’, the former Tabragalba Homestead)
in Beaudesert, and at Canungra. Despite the rigorous training
regime, as an officer Silva was allowed weekend furloughs to
Brisbane.
Soon after the marriage however, Tony Silva was despatched on
a secret ‘guerrilla submarine’ mission to Mindanao in the southern
Philippines, and never returned to Australia. The USS Narwhal
(SS-167) departed Port Darwin on 14 February 1944 with four
Filipino soldiers, on her tenth wartime patrol. Silva acquitted
himself well by all accounts in training a local guerrilla force,
earning the Bronze Star and Purple Heart, but he was badly
wounded in the Battle of Ising in May 1945 and was evacuated
back to America.
Meanwhile in Australia, Priscilla obtained a divorce and remarried.
Anzac Day is a special time for Priscilla, recalling the memory of
her brother Joey – QX61563 Sapper Joseph Louis Cesar
Conanan (1926-1946), Royal Australian Engineers, who died on
duty on 1 March 1946, aged 19.
Paul A Rosenzweig
ThanksDigger@gmail.com
More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
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Captions Image 1 Priscilla Silva (Conanan) in an Anzac Day 2015 portrait, aged 92.
Image 2

Private Priscilla Conanan in early 1944, aged 21, with her husband Saturnino Ramos Silva, shown as a Major in the US Army.

Image 3

Private Priscilla Conanan in her AWAS uniform in 1943, aged 20, and in 2015 aged 92.
‘Thanks Digger’
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established as a tribute to all Australian Service
personnel and others who have served in the defence of Australia and Australia’s interests.
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger

|

ThanksDigger@gmail.com

Editors note. Paul Rosenzweig, compiler of this series advises that Prescilla (above) currently lives in
Brisbane. Paul hopes to get across to Brisbane sometime to interview her.
I agree with him, Prescilla would be able to provide some very interesting additional information for
these articles. Ed
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CAMP SPENCER USAFIP, NL – MILITARY SHRINE AND PARK
During the liberation period of the latter part of the Japanese occupation, the general
headquarters of the United States Armed Forces in the Philippines, Northern Luzon
(USAFIP-NL) was transferred from Alibangsay, Bagulin to Darigayos, Luna.
Named in honor of Private Grafton Spencer who was killed in action early 1943,
this camp in Darigayos was center and base of operations of the USAFIP NL during
their liberation campaign of Luzon from January to September 1945 when 52,033
enemy troops were killed and 32,001 captured. This camp was deactivated on
orders of the Philippine Army on December 1946.
This site is reserved as a military Shrine and Park by virtue of Proclamation 590
signed by President Fidel V. Ramos on June 1, 1995. Darigayos approximately 34.2
km North of San Fernando is accessible through the Bitalag junction in Bacnotan or
through Balaoan.

I, like many others was totally unaware of this memorial. PTE Spencer
was an Australian Soldier fighting in the Philippines.
We thank member and past Member of the Month, Norm Macon for supplying me with this information. Norm
was in La Union recently attending an American Legion convention in Luna, La Union. While there the owner
of Noble Towers resort gave a brief summary on the camp.
He stated that the unit was Australian fighting with the Filipino's at that time. Spencer was a hero to all and
they named the Camp after him. Years following the war, the Philippines built the shrine in his honor.
Norm is an ex Loadmaster in the US Airforce, currently residing in Angeles City and regular MM attendee.
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It looks quite simple to get to our
next Medical Mission at Mabiga.
Just a couple of blocks along the
MacArthur Highway from the
NLEX and SCTEX intersections (flyovers).
Take a right turn second along the
road, just past the ‘Side Grill Bar’.
If no private transport, as usual be
at the Ponderosa Hotel by
departure time of 0730 hours
(7:30am) for organized transport to
the site.
As many volunteers as possible
please to make it all work
smoothly.

Introducing Ron and the delightful
Alma who are now looking after our
“blood credit system” at the AUF.
They both have great experience in
the nursing profession and are a
great asset to the Sub Branch. As our
blood stock is low, we may need to
organize a “blood drive” but don’t
wait for that, WE NEED YOUR

BLOOD NOW!!!
Contact details:Ron: 0929 749 9799
Alma 0919 315 8266

ADVERTISING

If anyone is in need of blood, please
contact Ron or Alma direct,
remember, one day YOU may need it
so please, donate now.
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FOR SALE

BOX TRAILER
TRAILER 8FT x 5ft SUITABLE
FOR MOVING STOCK ETC.
FITTED WITH STEEL CAGE
15" ALLOY WHEELS
HEAVEY SPRINGS
SAFETY CHAINS
AUTRALIAN TOW COUPLING
JOCKEY WHEEL

32,000.00 Php
CONTACT VIVIAN HART - 0977 121 6780 or
EMAIL - vivianfrank@hotmail.com
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TIME FOR A LAUGH
"One day, while a woodcutter was cutting a branch off a
tree above a river, his axe fell into the river.
When he cried out, the Lord appeared and asked, "Why
are you crying?"
The woodcutter replied that his axe has fallen into water
and he needed the axe to make his living.
The Lord went down into the water and reappeared with
a golden axe. "Is this your axe?" the Lord asked.
The woodcutter replied, "No."
The Lord again went down and came up with a silver Axe.
"Is this your axe?" the Lord asked. Again, the woodcutter
replied, "No."
The Lord went down again and came up with an iron Axe.
"Is this your axe?" the Lord asked. The woodcutter
replied, "Yes."
The Lord was pleased with the man's honesty and gave
him all three axes to keep, and the woodcutter went
home happy.

Hi new members, welcome to our
Angeles City Sub Branch
Clarence Hicks
Jeffrey Lyons
Bill Brehm
Harrie Woudstra
Stephen Weber
Kevin Bosward
Ronald Shoesmith
Marcus Pitman

Service
Affiliate
Affiliate
Social
Social
Social
Affiliate Member
Service

Some time later the woodcutter was walking with his wife
along the riverbank, and his wife fell into the river.
When he cried out, the Lord again appeared and asked
him, "Why are you crying?"
"Oh Lord, my wife has fallen into the water!"
The Lord went down into the water and came up
with ANGELINA JOLIE.
"Is this your wife?" the Lord asked.
"Yes," cried the woodcutter.
The Lord was furious. "You lied! That is an untruth!"
The woodcutter replied, "Oh, forgive me, my Lord. It is a
misunderstanding. You see, if I had said 'no' to ANGELINA
JOLIE , you would have come up with CAMERON DIAZ.
Then if I said 'no' to her, you would have come up with
my wife. Had I then said 'yes,' you would have given me
all three. Lord, I am a poor man, and am not able to take
care of all three wives, so THAT'S why I said yes
to ANGELINA JOLIE."
The moral of this story is: Whenever a man lies, it is for a
good and honorable reason and for the benefit of others.
That's our story, and we're sticking to it! -

"WE, MEN, ARE TRULY HONOURABLE !!!"
I thank Vic Meller for this piece of truth Ed
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BIG CHANGES IN THE PHILIPPINES
Not too long after you receive this newsletter, the
Philippines would have installed their new President. Rody
Duterte was elected as a popular candidate. But only the
people from Mindanao, in particular, Davao City really know
Duterte.
As you are aware, I have spent many years residing in
Davao City, a place where others in the country say is a
very dangerous place. I differ in that, thanks to Duterte.
One of the reasons Duterte was elected is his down to earth
everyday lifestyle. The picture left, taken recently, shows
the presumptive President selecting breakfast from a
carinderia (street stall) in Davao City.
I have to tell you this small tale about him.
Around 15 years ago I saw him entertaining his new chief of
police and entourage in the Grand Men Seng Hotel in
Davao. As he was leaving I pulled him up and asked him a
question, which went like this:

“Well the first question he asked was, is Rody
Duterte still mayor of Davao City”. It took him only
seconds to comprehend what I had said and
burst out laughing. He thought it was a great joke.
His executive assistant Christopher (Bong)
Go,(who will accompany him to Malacanang) also
saw the funny side of the joke. The new police
chief looked on quizzically.

“Have you ever heard of Buck Rogers”. “No” he
replied. I went on, “Buck Rogers was an
American comic strip character from the 1930’s
era who went all over the universe in a space
ship, sometimes going back in time and
sometimes forward in time”. “Ok” said Duterte.
So I went on “What do you think was the first
question Buck Rogers asked when he arrived in
the 25th century”. “I don’t know” replied Duterte.

Personal reflection by Larry Ed
Cartoon of Buck Rogers is on the last page.
Ron Winegardner - alias Ron Ron or Canadian Ron - will be
handling the RSL Blood Bank for Lindsay while he is in Australia
for a while.
So all inquiries should be directed through him.
His email is cherrybridgebreaker@gmail.com
and his phone is 0929 749 9799

We Need Your Blood!

Help us to maintain

our blood supplies by donating blood at the AUF Hospital Red Cross Blood Bank and credit to our RSL.
Doesn’t take much time and it will be appreciated.
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Morning Jude ,
Had a chat with Jeff
Jackson the other day re
the fact we have now
purchased a caravan to
house a homeless vet or
one who is in need .
We are looking for a guy
who might be down on his
luck, needs a home short
or medium term or
someone who is homeless
.Someone who will benefit
by being in a caring
environment, someone
who can lend a hand
around the place as well to
help out.
Anyway he suggested I
send some info to you. I
have done a poster that
could be of advantage, if
you get anybody in that
could use our help please
contact us, kind regards
Greg and Annie Cockatoo
Rise
Tel 0409418332
The poster and e mail have been sent to all Victorian Sub Branches from State HQ. This may be
of interest to members & guests of Angeles City RSL who live in Australia, if anyone is
interested, please contact Greg or Annie direct.
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On the dance floor

Organizer Dave Donney working hard
(SMB in his hand)

It’s rude to point

17

The secretary can’t sing!!!!!

What a feast!!!

Full house
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Medical Mission June 4th 2016

Helping hand from the Ponderosa Driver on
De-worming table

Deep conversation... President Bob and
Vice President Chris (Mr. Wheel chairs)

A busy day... 1004 children

The venue, Northville 16 Elementary School

The colorful "Fat Boys" from Hong Kong, here to
help. Thanks guys, we appreciate.

De-worming was very busy
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Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel
1734 San Pablo St.,
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines
President
Robert (Bob) Barnes
Mobile: + 63-928-145-6756
Email: president@rslangelescity.com
Vice Presidents
Gary Barnes
Mobile: +63-915-839-8379
Email: garylbarnes86@gmail.com

RSL

Secretary
Philip Salmon
Mobile: +63-9287424628
Email: secretary@rslangelescity.com

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines

Chris Weeks
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149
Email: chris.weeks@hotmail.com
Treasurer
David Messent
Mobile: +63-930-691-5953
Email: treasurer@rslangelescity.com

Quartermaster

Editor

David Messent
Mobile: +63 930 691-5953
Email: dimmessent@yahoo.com

Larry Smith
Mobile: +61- 411 725 676

editor@rslangelescity.com

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number

“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance”
Lest We Forget

More cards at the Ponderosa:Mark MaClennan 1472367
Troy Landmesse 1369162
Osamu Fukuba
1472355
Anthony Eglington 1368020
David Vandergriff 1376887
Chris Hubble
1387904
Bob Stevenson
1472369
Aaron Tomvold
136845

Social
Service
Social
Affiliate
Affiliate
Service
Social
Affiliate
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Let’s say Hi to Reggie, our WAG of the
month.
(Full name Reggie Anne Manzano Subido)
Reggie attends all of the medical missions
and is well known and greatly appreciated
by the other WAG’s (and members). As an
extra bonus for us at the missions, Reggie
is a registered nurse, her training and
experience is a great asset to us.
Thank you Reggie, you are one of the best.

Reggie is pictured with a certificate of appreciation that she truly deserved.
(Thanks to Peter Renton for supplying the photo.

Returned & Services League of Australia
Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines

MINUTES OF MONTHLY
GENERAL MEETING TO BE HELD
21st JUNE 2016
Call to order: at 1400 hrs.
The doorman placed the “do not enter” sign on the door. Members were asked to turn off all phones,
recorders etc.
Ode to the fallen and silent tribute by President Bob Barnes
Attendance

21 (as registered)

Apologies

No apologies tendered

New members/transfers:No new members/transfers in attendance
Visitors

No visitors in attendance

President’s Report:I would like to keep today’s meeting as short as possible as we are going to celebrate with James
Curtis-Smith who is leaving for Australia soon. We thank him for 10 years of leadership as our
President. James will be missed.
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I want to give my personal thanks to Dave Donney for organizing the RSL Celebrations at the
America Hotel. Those of you here that went had a great evening, those who did not go missed
out on a great night out. From the reviews on Facebook and comments I’ve heard, it’s obvious
that a lot of people would like another night out. I hope we can get Dave to organize again. It
will be interesting to hear the treasurer’s report on how the evening went.
Minutes of meeting held 17th May 2016
Motion: The minutes of the general meeting held 17th May 2016 be accepted as a true and
accurate record
MOVED Philip Salmon
SECONDED Chris Weeks
CARRIED
Matters arising from minutes:No matters raised
Outward Correspondence: Internal and general with member’s cards
Inward correspondence: State RSL
DefenceCare
State RSL
State RSL
John Wallace
Embassy
State RSL
John Muggridge

Minutes & report
Ref: hearing aids that they may be able to obtain.
Restructure (return of former CEO, Michael Annet)
Ref: Centenary
Wood raffle
Guest speaker for Vietnam Vets Day
Disciplinary procedures
Donated prizes for raffle

Motion: The inwards correspondence be accepted and the outgoing be endorsed.
MOVED Philip Salmon
SECONDED David Shine
CARRIED
Treasurer’s report:
David “Kooka” Messent presented a very detailed report and a breakdown of the Centenary
celebrations which showed n 11,451 Php profit.
Motion: The treasurer’s report be accepted as read and tabled. (Note: copy with original minutes)
MOVED “Kooka”
SECONDED Scott Chambers
CARRIED
Matters arising from treasurer’s report:No matters raised
Welfare report:Chris Weeks read a detailed report which was well received. A copy of the report is attached to
the original minutes and will also be in the newsletter.
Medical Missions report:David Shine advised that the next medical mission will be held 2nd July at the open area behind
the barangay hall in Mabiga. He handed out mud maps of the location.
Arthur Quinn has concerns with barangay staff taking children through the missions, not their
parents/guardian. He feels that it should be a parent of guardian (over 18 years old). Minor
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debate followed: Lindsay stated that if a child took a whole bottle, it would not kill them. I.P.
President James said we can only do our best.
Kooka advised that the Hong Kong “Fat Boys” will sponsor the October mission, he expects
80,000 Php will be needed for the medicines.
Membership report:David Shine advised that at this time, we have 425 financial members.
General Business:James Curtis-Smith had details of medical equipment that a public hospital in Angeles would like
for the emergency room only. This hospital gives free treatment to local and also foreigners. The
equipment needed amounts to 52,000 Php (note: James has a list of the items) All the
equipment would be marked “Emergency room only” and “Donated by Angels City RSL”. The
hospital is “Rafael Lazatin Memorial Medical Center”.
Motion: The Sub Branch purchase and donate the equipment, not to exceed 52,000Php.
MOVED James Curtis-Smith
SECONDED David Shine
CARRIED
James had diaries covering meeting of the past 10 years as a previous secretary would not take
minute. The dairies were handed to the secretary for safe keeping.
James had papers on the details of importing the special wheel chairs, these were handed to
Chris Weeks.
Members were advised that 140+ photos of the Centenary Celebrations are on the web site.
Bill Hall asked for appreciation be shown to I. P. President James.
Lindsay advised that Rom & Alma are taking over the blood bank duties. (Secretary to get a
notice into the newsletter with contact details etc.)
Ref: the bar medical missions. Lindsay thinks it was a mistake to cancel the missions. He
suggested it be conducted as previous years, not as last year taking 43-4 months and costing in
excess of 400,000 Php. This started a debate resulting in the following motion:Motion: The committee to consider resuming the bar medical missions.
MOVED Gary Barnes
SECONDED Lindsay Drury
CARRIED (1 against)
Bill Hall suggested that hearing aids (refer to correspondence) could be sent to Lee Townsend in
Perth.
The secretary handed out flyers for Vietnam Veterans Day and also stated that it’s not too early
to take bookings for Australian Day Fiesta.
Chris Weeks suggested that we attend the 4th July Independence Day hosted by the VVA at the
Ponderosa, they support us, and we should support them.
Raffle was drawn, “Luck” Bill Hall won it.
BEING NO MORE BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 1502 HRS
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