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A very quiet month, 

to date anyway, which 

was entirely expected 

after a busy April, 

and with no Medical 

Mission scheduled 

until the Hong Kong 

“Fat Boys” join us in 

June. 

Our President Bob is 

on holidays in 

Australia, hence 

my scribing of this report and as mentioned, being 

a quiet month there is not a lot to report on.  

In June, the Medical Mission will be on Sat 4th Jun 

and a mud map is included later in this newsletter. 

Jun 6th (apart from being the commemoration of D 

Day) is the official 100th anniversary of the 

forming of the RSL. As such your Committee has  

 

 

 

organised (with the valuable assistance of none 

other than Dave Donney) a commemorative  

 

dinner for members, guests and wives  on that 

evening in the American Hotel. Full details 

including costs and ticketing arrangements are 

also contained later in this newsletter.  

I would encourage all members to attend this 

dinner. In my memory, it would be the first time 

for many a year that we have attempted to get 

together with wives / girlfriends, and as such, it 

has the potential to be a memorable occasion.  

You will note when reading the May GM minutes, 

also within, that our much loved IPP James 

Curtis-Smith will depart the Philippines on the 9th 

July 2016, for an extended period in Australia . 

There will be a formal farewell for Jim and details 

will be advised at the next GM in Jun and via this 

newsletter.  

Special wheelchairs continue to be fitted 

and issued out, as do hearing aids, and I can assure 

you that all is in place for the forthcoming 

Medical Missions. 

That’s all from me for this month, hope to see you 

and your partners at the RSL Commemorative 

Dinner. 

Gary B 

President’s Report 
By: Gary Barnes – Sub-Branch Vice President 
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RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE JUNE 2016  

Night Moves Club Raffle every Monday at 5:30pm.  

 

Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday at 

6.00 PM. 
 

MEDICAL MISSION  

 Saturday 04 June 2016 

Northville Elementary School 

(Mud Map is on page 3) 

 
RSL Centenary Celebration 

6:00 PM Monday 06 June 

8th Floor American Hotel 

 

Tuesday  07 June 16 

2.00 PM...  COMMITTEE Meeting  
2.00 PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4.00 PM MOONS BAR and KICK BACK & 

RELAX BAR and SWAGMAN 

 

Tuesday 14 June 16 

2.00 PM WELFARE MEETING 

2.00 PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4.00 PM PORKY’S / FIRE PIT / MISCHIEF BAR 

 

Tuesday 21 June 16 

2.00 PM GENERAL MEETING 

2.00 PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4:00 PM VOODOO / VALHALLA / ROAD 

HOUSE 

 

Tuesday 30 June 16  

2.00 PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa  

4.00 PM PONDEROSA 

Check out our web site 

WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM or Facebook for 

details or Email 

secretary@rslangelescity.com +63 928 742 4628 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The President and  

members welcome the 

following new members 

to our Sub Branch:- 
 

Mark McLennan       Social member 
Robert Stevenson       Social Member 

Chris Hubble     Service Member 
Arron Tomvald    Affiliate Member 
Osamu Fukuba       Social Member 
David Warwick      Social Member 

 

 

 

 

Rex Jeffreys on holiday from Katherine NT shares a 
drink with Rey at the Swagman. They have been 
friends for over 30 years. Hope you enjoyed your 
stay Rex, look forward to your next visit.  

At the last BINGO session, Rey presented the 
secretary with gift vouchers for the centenary 
celebrations at the America Hotel. Many thanks to 
Rey and Ron (owner), always happy to support our 
RSL 

 

http://www.rslangelescity.com/
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DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. 
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or 

opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The President and members welcome the  

following new members to our Sub Branch:- 

 

 

 

 
 

                          

We posted this mud map in the April newsletter. 

We do not conduct medical missions when 
elections are being conducted as they could be 
utilized as an election drawcard. 

I gave a word picture in April on how to get there, 
otherwise catch the organized transport from 
Ponderosa, usually departing at 7:30am. 

Ron Baikie  1368884 Service 
Terry Cameron  1467737 Social 
Milton Carter  1468390 Social 
John Christie  1367916 Affiliate 
Paul Coyne  1467753 Affiliate 
Graham Crispin  1368959 Service 
Thomas Dacey  1467757 Social 
Steven Gaynor  1467759 Social 
Peter Gillespie  1467762 Social 
Marilyn Gordon  1467768 Affiliate 
James Gray  1467731 Affiliate 
Peter Harris  1467772 Service 
Charles Hoffman                      1467831 Service 
John Hutton  1467713 Social 
Darryl Jaques  1467712 Affiliate 
Terrence Jeffery                     1467834 Service 
Keith Johnson  1467715 Service 
David Keaton  1467841 Service 
Bary Kelly  1468016 Affiliate 
Shane Kinnane  1468015 Affiliate 
Peter Kitson  1468020 Social 
Roscan Labro  1468021 Social 

Thomas Lehman                    1468023 Affiliate 
Michael McClean                     1441193 Service 
Wade McRae  1468036 Social 
Hamish Moore  1383830 Social 
Ian Morgan  1468056 Service 
Ben Morgan  1368285 Affiliate 
Dominic Morgan                     1468058 Affiliate 
Shane Mulquiny                     1468059 Service 
Kris Ottsater  1468061 Social 
Raymond Pollard                     1468068 Affiliate 
Christopher Read                     1423408 Service 
Peter Renton  1371937 Service 
George Rice  1468063 Affiliate 
Scott Roberts  1468072 Service 
Indelle Scott  1468083 Affiliate 
Malcom Stuttard                     1467723 Social 
Reggie Subido  1447822 Social 
Robin Taylor  1468158 Social 
Melvin Thurkettle                     1368447 Affiliate 
Roger Tritton  1393547 Service 
Christopher Urda                     1468160 Social 
Maxwell Wadley                     1468163 Service 
 

CARDS TO COLLECT 

FROM THE 

PONDEROSA 

RESORT:- 
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SECRETARY REPORT 
 
On Facebook and through our newsletter, we see 
many photos and editorials relating to the 
Children’s Medical Missions and the wheel chair 
program and how it changes life for the local 

children.  
 
Another equally 
important and life 
changing 
program with 
long term effects 
is the hearing aid 
program 
conducted by 
Greg Mann. Greg 
(pictured left) is 
a quiet achiever 
and works many 
hours behind the 
scenes as he 
coordinates with 

Sharon, our contact in Perth 
(Sharon.safstrom@earscience.org.au) along with 
Lee Townsend & Bill Hall.  
 
To say that the hearing aid program changes life 
is an understatement as you will see from the 
following testimonials supplied by the parent/s of 
two of the children. (Note: for privacy reasons, I 
have changed the names but the rest is as 
supplied) 
 
Meet Julie Anne Canlas:- 
 
Julie was 15 years old when she received her 
hearing aid in August of 2014. She is now 17. Her 
mother remains in contact with the RSL and 
recently told me how Julie’s life has improved. 
  
She was most happy about Julie’s relationship 
with the family, especially her little sisters. Julie 
now babysits and is teaching and playing with 
her siblings. “There is a new person a new love 
throughout the family.” Julie is also doing much 
better in school. She has friends now. She 
doesn’t have her lunch sitting alone. Her new 
friends have brought her into their group; they 

meet and listen to music. “I can’t thank all of you 
enough for changing many lives for the better” 

 

Meet John Garcia:- 

John got his hearing aid in February 2015, when 
he was 13 years old.  
His dad says that the first thing John does in the 
morning is to put his hearing aid on. After 
breakfast he grabs his soccer ball and disappears 
for the day. He loves the game and his new 
friends. He plays well and the high school coach 
has invited him to try out for the school team 
next year – now that he can hear the coach. “He 
is working so hard to make that team.” 
 
John used to be an introvert. He was often 
teased and bullied for his speech and for not 
listening to the others. Now he is more accepted 
and it has changed his confidence outlook on life.  
 

To continue this meaningful program we need 
your continued support by supplying the RSL with 
hearing aids, or as an RSL member we need your 
continued participation in our funding raffles and 
other donations. Thanks much – it does make a 
difference. 
 
The President and committee wish to thank Greg 
(RSL Hearing Aid Coordinator), Sharon, the 
Henson Hearing Clinic and the other “quiet 
achievers” for making the program the success 
that it is. 

I thank Secretary Philip for this article. Like 
he said, other aspects of our charity 
activities get good media, Greg and team 
now get some exposure. Thanks to them.   Ed 

mailto:Sharon.safstrom@earscience.org.au
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MEDICAL ARTICLE 

Don't Lather These Toxic 
Chemicals on Your Skin  

 

Skin cancer is the most commonly diagnosed 
cancer, with 5 million new cases each year.(USA) 
 
The most common cause of skin cancer is the sun. 
So most people think they're helping when they 
slather on sunscreen. And people think that when 
it comes to the sun protection factor ("SPF") of 
sunscreens, "100" is better than "30"... and way 
better than "8." 
 
But the opposite is true. The higher the number, 
the more risk you're taking with toxic chemicals. 
 
Sunscreen is full of chemicals like nanoparticles, 
which several lab studies have shown to cause 
hemorrhaging and birth defects in fish and mice. 
And many sunscreens also contain oxybenzone, 
which causes cancer with light exposure (in other 
words, exactly when folks use sunscreens). 
 
Too much sun exposure does increase the 
likelihood of getting certain skin cancers. It also 
wrinkles and discolors the skin, making us look 
older. 
 
But remember... sun exposure is vital to good 
health. Vitamin D produced by the body from 
sunlight is critical in preventing diseases such as 
multiple sclerosis and depression. 
 
That higher SPF is also a waste of money... 
 
Sunscreens with SPF 8 block 87% of UVB rays 
(the ones that burn your skin). SPF 15 sunscreens 
filter out about 93%. SPF 30 blocks 97%. SPF 100 
sunscreens block 99%. 
 
So you are slathering on more toxic concentration 
for only marginally better protection if you use 
SPF 100 versus SPF 30. 

 
And despite that high SPF, you're still not 
protected against UVA rays, which reach deeper 
levels of skin and increase your risk of developing 
certain types of skin cancer. 
 
I prefer using SPF 8 when I can... It takes me 
about 20 minutes before I burn in strong 
sunlight, so with SPF 8, I get 160 minutes of 
protection. That's my burn rate (20 minutes) 
times the SPF (8). 
 
If your burn rate is shorter... or if you plan to be 
outside longer... then go with a higher SPF. But 
try to keep it as low as possible. And unless you're 
planning a bad game of golf on the equator, I 
don't recommend ever using anything higher 
than SPF 30 (about 10 hours of protection at a 
20-minute burn rate). You don't need that much 
goop. 
 
You can also do a lot for your skin if you avoid 
sun exposure during the hours of 11 a.m. and 3 
p.m., when the sun's rays are strongest. 
 
But whatever you do, make sure that you do get 
outside this summer... 
 
Getting enough sun is always on my annual list of 
top health tips. Sunlight is one of the best ways to 
fight depression and even cancer. 
 
Taking a 30-minute walk provides your body with 
enough sunlight to generate the right levels of 
vitamin D. Do what I do and take a walk to get 
that sunlight on your skin. And remember that 
sunscreen can help protect you from intense sun 
damage, but avoid anything over SPF 30. 

As with any article we publish in this newsletter, we 
recommend that anything that you place on or 
inside your body should be condoned by your GP. 

I wish to thank Dallas Drake for providing me with 
this article.         Ed
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AUSTRALIAN FILIPINOS  
IN WORLD WAR 2 

Part 13 :  Felix Spain 

Felix Spain junior, one of the several Filipino-Australians with a 
Northern Territory connection who served during World War 2, 
was the grandson of the Filipino pearl and shell diver Antonio 
Spain and his English wife Elizabeth, through their fourth son, the 
Great War veteran Felix Spain (senior).  

Dionisio Antonio Puerte (1863-1926) 

Felix Richard William Spain (1923-2001) was born in Darwin on 
23 February 1923, a grandson of Antonio Puerte from Cebu who 
had come to Thursday Island in the 1870s and adopted the 
surname ‘Spain’. Antonio married an English girl Miss Elizabeth 
Massey (1866-1951) in Cooktown in 1885, and they raised four 
sons on Thursday Island, each given Antonio’s father’s surname 
‘Puerte’ as a middle name. Antonio and Elizabeth moved to 
Palmerston (Darwin) in 1894, and ultimately had a total of eleven 
sons and one daughter (although five of the sons died in infancy).  

Felix Beato Puerte Spain (1893-1966) 

Felix Richard William Spain was the third child and first son of 
Great War veteran Felix Spain and his English wife Edith (1899-
1984). Felix had been born on Thursday Island on 21 February 
1893 but was brought to Palmerston when he was just one year 
old: it was later noted that Felix ‘grew up’ with Darwin – apart from 
his AIF service, by the time of his death he had lived in Darwin 
continuously for 73 years. Before 1915, he worked as a railway 
fireman with the Public Works Department, was an active shooter 
in the Darwin Rifle Club, and was a member of the pre-war 
Darwin Cable Guard.  

Miss Edith Edetta Edmonds had been born in Birmingham, 
England, on 23 April 1899 and met her future husband 3496 
Private Felix Spain, 49th Battalion AIF, when she was working 
with a Voluntary Aid Detachment and he was recuperating from 
gunshot wounds to the shoulder. He was wounded during a night 
advance on the village of Etineham on the Somme on 10 August 
1918. Felix and Edith married in London on 9 March 1918: they 
embarked for Australia on 27 March 1920 with their young 
daughter Queenie Eddetta Spain.  

DX605 Private Felix Richard William Spain (1923-2001) 

In Darwin, Edith ran the Bluebird Café for many years. Felix took 
over his father’s hairdressing saloon in Cavanagh Street, famous 
for the ‘Spain Special’ which was one of the fastest haircuts 
possible. They lived in Wood Street, and ultimately had seven 
children. Their first son Felix was a prize-winner at the King’s 
Jubilee Celebrations in June 1935, together with fellow Filipinos 
Miguel and John Perez, and Priscilla and Joey Conanan. His 
younger brother Dennis, the youngest of the family, was born in 
1934 and was still at school during the war. In early 1937, Felix 

junior was employed at the Botanic Gardens cutting limbs from 
trees the recent cyclone had brought down.   

Felix enlisted in the AIF in Darwin on 25 June 1940. He stated his 
age to be 20, but he was actually just 17 years old (‘23 February 
1920’ is given as his date of birth on the online nominal roll). His 
parents held an open house to enable friends and former school-
mates to bid Felix good-bye before he left for Sydney. He is 
believed to be the youngest Territorian to have enlisted for active 
service in World War 2.  

Felix served until 25 September 1945 with the 2/101st General 
Transport Company, AASC in Port Moresby, Queensland and on 
Morotai. Felix and his wife June had one daughter (Lorraine) and 
two sons – Terry and Francisco, who was generally known as 
Francis or according to the Filipino custom as ‘Chico’.  

Felix Spain (senior) died on 17 December 1966, aged 74, and 
Edith Spain died in Darwin on 7 May 1984, aged 85. Their son 
Felix passed away in Tumbi Umbi, NSW on 8 July 2001, aged 78. 

Commemoration 

Antonio Spain had died in Darwin on 21 July 1926, after having 
lived in Australia for most of his life. On her death in Brisbane on 3 
April 1951 at the age of 85, Elizabeth (‘Granny Spain’) was 
described as ‘a grand old lady’, survived by more than 20 
grandchildren and 35 great-grandchildren.  

Elizabeth and Antonio had certainly lived through the fullest range 
of military experiences. Their son Felix had mobilised locally with 
the Darwin Cable Guard in 1915, was wounded in France in 1918, 
and then lost his home in 1942 during the Japanese attacks on 
Darwin. Their only daughter Lizzie married a decorated Gallipoli 
veteran. In the next war, Felix was one of three grandsons to 
serve in uniform, but Elizabeth lost a son and son-in-law to enemy 
action on 19 February 1942 – as well as a great-grandson who 
fought and died in the Philippines. The family’s contribution to 
Darwin was honoured in 1962 with the naming of ‘Spain Place’ in 
memory of the Filipino patriarch Antonio Spain. 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

Captions  

Image 1: Felix Spain senior – this commemorative image was 
created by the family of WW1 veteran 3496 Private Felix Spain. 

Image 2: Felix Spain junior – DX605 Private Felix Richard William 
Spain – the youngest Territorian to have enlisted for active service 
in WW2. 

 

 

mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
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 Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established as a tribute to all Australian Service personnel and others who have served 
in the defence of Australia and Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger     |     ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

   

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
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Our newsletter contains information on what has happened in the last month, what is planned for the 
next month, stories about Filipinos in the wars, photos of events and much more. Occasionally, we have 
the opportunity to write something a little different, the following is a touching story that deserves to be 
published.  

Recently, a local man, Mr. Peter Sawyer contacted the 
secretary with the sad news that his aunt, Mrs. Joan Lait 
had passed away in Cheltenham, UK. It was not possible 
for Peter to travel for the funeral but he decided to send 
flowers via the internet, however, his cousin suggested that 
he make a donation to a charity instead. Peter was aware 
of the work we do with the children’s missions and has 
made a generous donation of 2,500Php to help us continue 
our works. Thank you Peter, we greatly appreciate. 

And so, in memory of Peter’s aunt, the late Mrs. Joan Lait 
who died 19th April 2016, we publish a photo of a bouquet 
of flowers that she would have received and our thanks for 
the donation. Because of this and other donations, the 

children in and around Angeles City will have a better standard of health and well-being.   

___________________________//______________________________//__________________________________//______________ 

 

Meet the member of the month Mr. 
Greg Mann, a worthy choice due to his 
non-stop work behind the scenes with 
the hearing aid program. Because of 
Greg’s devotion to the Sub Branch and 
medical missions, many of the local 
children can now hear, some for the first 
time ever. This has a very long term 
affect that helps the child learn and 
have a normal life without being left out 
and isolated as they often felt. Greg is a 
former Vice President of the Sub Branch 
who relinquished that position to 
concentrate on the hearing aid program. 
Good to have you on board Greg and on 
behalf of the members and the children, 
we say thank you for a job well done.     

 

 

THE OLDER I GET THE MORE I PRACTICE THIS ADAGE 

‘Don’t count the days, make the days count’ 
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You may have read and heard 
about five muslims in Australia 
who, with cancelled passports 
towed a seven metre boat from 
Victoria to north Queensland, 
allegedly attempting to sail the boat 
from Australia to Indonesia. Once 
there they hoped to meet a human 
smuggler to get them to Syria to 
join ISIS. 

They were tracked all the way 
(about 2500 km) by police and 
were arrested just a couple of 
hundred km from they hoped for 
launch site. 

They are currently back in 
Melbourne and remanded in 

custody facing serious charges.  I emphasize the charges are alleged. This cartoon soon appeared after 
their arrest. 

They reckon that it took them days to do the trip as the towing vehicle was inadequate for the job and 
they were observed doing just 30kph sometimes as the vehicle struggled to haul five big blokes and the 
size of the boat. This is why they are depicted as dills in the cartoon. 

 

 

www.beyondtheblackstump.com 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO MEMBERS AND FOR ADVISING OTHER 
EXPATS IN THE ANGELES COMMUNITY 

Please find below a letter received by me from the Australian Embassy for distribution. 

I join with the Consul General and stress that in all matters, eg car licenses, registrations, 
dress code whilst driving, let alone of course immigration, that we as expats must comply 
strictly with the law. Neven mind what the locals get away with. 

Please be advised that it is illegal for a non Filipino to hold and use a Filipino Seniors 
Card in the Philippines. 

James Curtis-Smith 

Immediate past President 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 110  12 

 

 

 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES Issue 110  
 

 
RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel 

1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

President 

Robert (Bob) Barnes 
Mobile: + 63-928-145-6756 
Email:   president@rslangelescity.com 

Vice Presidents 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: +63-915-839-8379 
Email:   garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

Chris Weeks 
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149 
Email:  chris.weeks@hotmail.com 

Secretary 

Philip Salmon 
Mobile: +63-9287424628 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Treasurer 

David Messent 
Mobile: +63-930-691-5953 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Quartermaster                                      Editor 
David Messent                                                                  Larry Smith 

Mobile: +63 930 691-5953                                             Mobile:  +61- 411 725 676                                

Email: dimmessent@yahoo.com                               editor@rslangelescity.com 

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front of shirt, the Australian crest is in colour 
(Too late girls the model is married) 

↖Back                                                                                        Both sleeves  ↑ 

 

 

 

 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing the new Centenary Tee Shirts. 

Now available at the Ponderosa Resort every Tuesday afternoon, ask for Kooka. Our 
special thanks to SARAH TANOLA and her team from Angeles University who designed 
the logo we have used on the sleeves.  

Note: we still have some Fiesta shirts on sale at cost, 350Php, hurry, limited stocks 

tel:%2B63%20930%20628%201813
mailto:dimmessent@yahoo.com
mailto:editor@rslangelescity.com
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Returned & Services League of Australia 

Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines  

MINUTES OF MONTHLY 
GENERAL MEETING HELD  

MAY 17th 2016 

Call to order: at 1400 HRS hrs. 
 
The Vice President asked the doorman to place the “do not enter” sign on the door and asked the 
members to turn off all phones recorders etc. 
 
Ode to the fallen and silent tribute led by Vice President Gary Barnes    
 
Attendance  15 (as per registered) 
 
Apologies: - 
 President Bob Barnes I. P. President James Curtis Smith 
 
New members/transfers:-  
 None in attendance 
 
Visitors:- 
 None in attendance 
 
Before the commencement of the meeting, V.P Gary welcomed Lindsay Drury back to the Philippines 
 
Minutes of meeting held 19th April 2016 

Motion: The minutes of the general meeting held 19th April 2016 be accepted as a true and 
accurate record 
MOVED Philip Salmon  SECONDED Kooka CARRIED  
 

Matters arising from minutes:- 
 No matters raised  
 
Inward correspondence:- 

Australian Embassy   Re: Guest speakers 
 John Wallace & Colin Carrington Re: wood raffles: raised $263:30 
 Vic State RSL    Re: lapel badges 
 Colin Carrington   Planned transfer to Angeles 
 American Legion   Invite to Memorial Day 
  
 
Outward Correspondence: - 

Aust. Embassy            Request for guest speaker for VV day 
 Battle Monuments Commission  Request to use Clark Cemetery  
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 John Wallace & Colin Carrington Re: wood raffles 
 
MOTION: The inward correspondence be accepted and the outward correspondence be endorsed 
MOVED Philip Salmon  SECONDED Chris Weeks CARRIED 
 

Matters arising from correspondence:-  
VP Gary advised that we have a verbal acceptance to use Clarke Cemetery on Vietnam Veterans 
Day 

 
Treasurer’s report:- 
 David “Kooka” Messent read and tabled a detailed treasurer’s report. 

 
MOTION: The treasurer’s report be accepted as tabled and read. 
MOVED Scott Chambers  SECONDED Dave Donney  CARRIED 
 

Matters arising from treasurer’s report:- 
No matters raised, however, V.P. Gary thanked Kooka on what he called a very comprehensive 
and fully understandable report. 

  

Welfare report:- 
Chis Weeks advised that we have issued 4 wheel chairs in April and so far, 1 this month. That 
gives total of 135 this year with 6 children on the waiting list. (Note: they are currently too small 
and need to grow to be able to utilize the chair). Chris also advised the meeting that a 16 year 
old deaf girl and her family were waiting outside the clubrooms when we all arrived. Having been 
deaf all her life has meant that she never been to school.  Chris advised the family that the RSL 
will assist and as such she is now on our list for hearing assessment. They all left very happy.  

 
Medical Missions report:- 

David Shine advised that the June medical mission will be held at Northfield Elementary School 
and the July mission will be held at Mabiga. Mud maps have been prepared for both missions. 
Note: the Fat Boys will be attendance for the Northville mission.  
Members were advised that  at future Medical Missions, only one (1) bottle of multiviatmins will 
be issued to each child, the new bottles are twice the size as the previous and have worked out 
cheaper in cost. 

 
Membership report:- 

David Shine advised that we now have 395 financial members and a consignment of membership 
cards are on the way from the Vic RSL. 

   
 
General Business:- 

V.P. Gary talked briefly on ANZAC Day, confirming that it was a very successful day. In particular, 
he thanked David Donney for conducting the “two-up” and also Kooka for coordinating the day 
with the Swagman Hotel staff and supervising the manning of the door. 
 
VP Gary advised that he has had meetings with Jerry (Staff at Clark Cemetery) who has given 
permission to use 4 of the tall flag poles and Vietnam Veterans Day and also ANZAC Day. The 
wreaths will be closer to the poles. 
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I.P. President James Curtis-Smith will be leaving the Philippines on July 9th. It was suggested and 
agreed that we have a farewell for Jim. This will be coordinated by the Committee and all 
members will be advised at the Jun General Meeting and through the monthly newsletter 
 
The Australian Federal Elections will be held on 2 Jul 2016, the Australian Embassy will be open 
for anyone wishing to vote. 
The timings are as follows: 
Mon 20 Jun – Fri 24 Jun 0900-1500 (closed 1200-1300) 
Mon 27 Jun – Fri 1 Jul 0900-1500 (closed 1200-1300) 
Sat 2 Jul 9000 – 1500 
 
Lindsay advised that transport may be provided by one of our members, details to follow. 
VP Gary advised that he would be going to Manila to vote and will have seats available in his car. 
Details TBA. 
 
V.P. Gary showed the DVA publication “planning ahead”. Several copies are at the door for any 
member who wishes to have one. 
 
RSL Centenary Celebrations:- 
David Donney gave a brief report on the planning so far. He explained that some venues were 
1,000 Php per head but the American Hotel is only charging 400 Php per head for and excellent 
menu and venue. David will attend to the beer which will be cold and only 50 Php per stubby. 
Scott Chambers confirmed that he will donate meat trays for the raffle. 
The Swagman Resort has donated 3 gift certificates for the raffle (5 local drinks, dinner for 2 & 3 
local drinks) 
Roger Critton has donated 4 framed history from Gallipoli for the raffle. 
(Note: after the meeting, Kooka said that some Fiesta shirts will be donated for the raffle.) 
 
New RSL Centenary shirts are on order (Secretary was wearing one) and will be available this 
week. 
 
Vietnam Vets Day up-date: Verbal from the Embassy that “someone” will attend, we have asked 
for the Ambassador to attend as the key speaker. 
 
V.P. Gary called for volunteers to replace Graham Ross as the Coordinator of the Sat night Phillies 
raffle. None were forthcoming!!! 
The meeting was advised that Graham Crispin may help but he is still in Australia for another few 
weeks.  
 
Lindsay suggested a Certificate for I.P.P. James, this was agreed by all.  
 
Kooka advised that money is coming from the Fat Boys to pay for the June Medical Mission. 
 
The raffle was drawn prior to the end of the meeting.  

 
There being no further business, the President closed the meeting at 1443 hrs 

 


