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President’s Report
By: Robert (Bob) Barnes – Sub-Branch President

On the surface,
the past month has
appeared to be a
quiet one but in
reality that is far
from correct. The
new members of the
committee have been active from day one, it’s
good to have a committee that is working together
like a well-oiled machine for the betterment of the
Sub Branch.
Many hours have been devoted to the ANZAC Day
preparations including repairs to the flag poles, Vice
President Gary has the program ready, and the tents
have been ordered plus many more “behind the
scenes” activities that make the day a great success.
As usual, we will be conducting “two-up” at the
Swagman, this will be under the control of local
identity and Sub Branch member Mr. Dave Donney.

We thank the American Battle Monuments
Commission for allowing us to use the Clarke
Veterans Cemetery and I am asking everyone to
attend. Refer to the flyer for times etc. that is in this
newsletter. (see page 3)
I’m thanking VP Gary Barnes in advance for his great
contribution and again, he will be the master of
ceremonies, a job he does so very well.
More events are in the planning stage including a
Grande Ball to be held June 6th to celebrate the 100
year anniversary of the RSL which will also include
special celebration tee shirts of which the
quartermaster (Kooka) has ordered, hopefully they
will be ready for ANZAC Day.
As most of you know, June 6th is also the anniversary
of “D Day” so it’s a double special day. VP Chris
Weeks and the secretary are checking suitable
venues for the event, any suggestions from members
would be most welcome.
We are looking for a sensible menu, a good place to
take our WAG’s to with good entertainment but not
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loud. More details will follow in the next newsletters
and also on our Facebook account.
For members and visitors that cannot get to the
Ponderosa Resort on Tuesdays to see what the RSL is
planning, we have installed a notice board that is now
on show in the Swagman Resort. A special “Thank
you” to Ron the owner and Ray for their help and
continual support.
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In closing, I hope our friends in Australia have an
enjoyable ANZAC Day and for those who are here in
the Philippines, I hope to see you all at Clark Veterans
Cemetery.
Bob Barnes
President

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _

RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE APRIL 2016
DISCLAIMER

Night Moves Club: raffle every Monday at 5:30pm

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the
Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities
for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies
contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept
any liability for loss or damage suffered directly
or indirectly for use of information contained in
this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles
or opinions published in this newsletter are
necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch,
the Committee or the Editor

Phillies Sports & Grill: raffle every Saturday at 6:00pm
MEDICAL MISSION Balibago Barangay Hall

Gun Fire Breakfast at the Swagman Resort

Saturday 2nd April (Map on page

“Two-up” in the afternoon & raffles

TUESDAY 5th APRIL 2:00pm…COMMITTEE
MEETING

TUESDAY 26h APRIL 2:00pm…Social Tuesday
Ponderosa Resort

2:00pm…Social Tuesday Ponderosa Resort

4:00pm…PONDEROSA (free nibbles at 4:00pm)

4:00pm…MOONS BAR & KICK BACK AND RELAX

Check out our web site
WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM or Facebook for
details or Email:

TUESDAY 12th APRIL 2:00pm…WELFARE
MEETING

secretary@rslangelescity.com +63 928 742 4628

2:00pm…Social Tuesday Ponderosa Resort
4:00pm…WILD ORCHID & OLD MATES BAR

*** NOTICE TO MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC ***

TUESDAY 19th APRIL 2:00pm…GENERAL
MEETING 2:00pm…Social Tuesday Ponderosa
Resort 4:00pm…VALHALLA & LA BAMBA

I apologise and withdraw the contents from the notice
of any imputation or inference that Mr. Dallas Drake
was dishonest or committed any illegality relating to
the matters alleged and set out in the notice to the
public published in the December 2015 Newsletter.

ANZAC DAY 25 April 7:00am at Clark Veteran’s
Cemetery

JAMES E. CURTIS-SMITH
President -RSL Angeles City Sub Branch
11 January 2016
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MEMBER/WAG OF THE MONTH
Is there any need to introduce our Member/WAG of
the month of March, our Secretary, for the amount
of work he does behind the scene, plus both him
and his wife Christine turn up at every medical
mission and run the worming station.

Well deserved Philip and Christine.
Keep up the good work
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APRIL MEDICAL MISSION
MUD MAP
There should be no need to detail
where the April Medical Mission is
located as most members have
either driven or walked past the
Barangay Hall in Balibago many
times.
Still, if you need transport, be at
the Ponderosa for departure at
7:30am for the two minute trip to
the location.
____________________________________________

CENTENARY OF THE RSL
Last newsletter we gave you the ‘inside’ of the
structure of the RSL Sub Branches and RSL Clubs.
This being the 100 Anniversary of the formation of
the RSL, we will display a more formal working of the
RSL, a more finite brief history and the first Sub
Branches to be Chartered. While we are on the
subject of Charters, have a look in the Sub Branch
room and see that our Sub Branch was chartered to
operate as a Sub Branch on ANZAC Day 1994.

Thus the need to address the more serious issues
became a dominant part of discussions in the
clubs.
On 10 May 1916 an informal meeting of
representatives from the RSA's in the Eastern
States agreed to convene a formal meeting in the
National capital (Melbourne) to create a national
body to represent returned servicemen.
The meeting began on 6 June 1916 and
continued for 4 days.

RSL- the HISTORY

The date the League began is generally accepted
as 6 June 1916.

In 1915 Returned Soldiers' Association sprung up
in all States. They were generally based on the
clubrooms
provided
by
philanthropic
organisations as meeting places for servicemen.

The meeting was attended by delegates from
Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria and
South Australia. A constitution was agreed and
confirmed at the first Federal Congress, which
took place in Brisbane 11-16 September 1916.

The early returned men faced many problems
such as inadequate pensions for the disabled and
no medical treatment after discharge from the
RAN or AIF.

The name of the organisation was the Returned
Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of Australia
(RS&SILA).
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The New South Wales RSA refused to affiliate
with the RSS & AILA at the Federal Congress, but
revised its attitude and joined in May 1917.
Tasmania was not at the Melbourne meeting but
attended the Federal Congress in Brisbane and
affiliated.
West Australia joined in August 1918 to make the
League a truly national body, recognised by the
Federal Government as the official representative
of returned servicemen.
June 1916 Conference of Returned Soldiers'
Association recommended formation of The Returned
Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of Australia
(RSSILA)
September 1916 First RSSILA Congress (delegates
from QLD, SA, TAS and VIC)
8th November 1916 Launceston Sub Br (Tasmania)
received its charter, the first in Australia.
____________________________________________
WHAT OUR AMAZING BODY DOES IN A DAY
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17th November 1916, Hobart was the second Sub Br
to receive its charter
March 1917 NSW admitted to the League
March 1918 WA admitted to the League
1927 Formation of the ACT Branch
November 1940 Name changed to the Returned
Sailors' Soldiers' and Airmens Imperial League of
Australia (RSSAILA)
October 1965 Name changed to Returned Services
League of Australia (RSL)
September 1983 Name changed to Returned Services
League of Australia Limited (RSL)
September 1990 Name changed to Returned &
Services League of Australia Limited (RSL)
________________________________________
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MEDIA RELEASE

THE HON DAN TEHAN MP
MINISTER FOR VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
MINISTER ASSISTING THE PRIME MINISTER FOR THE CENTENARY OF ANZAC
MINISTER FOR DEFENCE MATERIEL

20 March 2016

VETERANS PENSIONS SET TO INCREASE
Veteran pension payments will increase in March in line with the biannual indexation process.
Pension recipients including veterans, their partners, war widows and widowers across Australia will see the increase from 20 March 2016.
Due to pension rates calculating on a daily basis, the first pension paid after the indexation on payday 31 March 2016 will comprise both the old and new
rates.
The new pension rates will be fully effective from payment date 14 April 2016.
The table below highlights the new fortnightly rates.
SERVICE PENSION

Old rate
(fortnightly)

New rate

Increase

(fortnightly)

(fortnightly)

Single person

$867.00

$873.90

$6.90

Couples (each)

$653.50

$658.70

$5.20

Single person – transitional

$731.50

$737.20

$5.70

Couples (each) – transitional

$590.00

$594.60

$4.60

War widow(er)’s pension

$880.90

$887.90

$7.00

Income support supplement

$259.90

$262.00

$2.10

T&PI (Special rate)

$1,330.90

$1341.50

$10.60

Intermediate rate

$903.50

$910.70

$7.20

EDA

$735.10

$741.00

$5.90

100 per cent

$473.10

$476.90

$3.80

10 per cent

$54.24

$54.62

$0.38

WAR WIDOWS

DISABILITY PENSION

These are the maximum rates of payment and include any Energy Supplement payable.
Pensions are indexed twice a year in March and September. For a full list of pension rates, please visitwww.dva.gov.au or call 133 254 or 1800 555
254 from regional Australia.
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AUSTRALIAN FILIPINOS
IN WORLD WAR 2
Part 11 : Dan Spain
One of the Filipino-Australians with a Northern Territory
connection who served during World War 2 was the grandson of
Antonio Spain and his English wife Elizabeth, through their
second son Catalino Spain, who was himself killed in the Bombing
of Darwin.
The Spain family
Dan Spain’s grandfather was Dionisio Antonio Puerte (1863-1926)
from Cebu. He came to Thursday Island as a young teenager in
the 1870s as a pearl and shell diver, and adopted the surname
‘Spain’. With his English wife Elizabeth (née Massey, 1866-1951),
he raised four sons on Thursday Island. Antonio and Elizabeth
moved to Palmerston (Darwin) in 1894, and ultimately had a total
of eleven sons and one daughter (although five of the sons died in
infancy). During World War 2, one son was killed by enemy action
in Darwin, three grandsons served in military uniform, and one
great-grandson was killed while fighting in the Philippines as a
guerrilla.
Catalino Puerte Spain (1887-1942)
Dan Spain’s father Catalino was born on Thursday Island on 25
November 1887, Antonio and Elizabeth’s second child. Catalino
married Miss Gertrude Maria Da Souza Conanan (1891-1955) in
the Roman Catholic chapel in Darwin on 9 February 1909.
Catalino worked on Darwin wharf with the Commonwealth
Railways. He and Gertrude lived in McMinn Street, and had just
two children – Christina Liboria Spain and Daniel Cathalino Spain.
Christina married early and lived in the Philippines from 1924 until
she returned to Darwin at the beginning of 1937. During WW2,
Tina’s first child Florenco Francisco (1925-c1942/43) fought with
local guerrilla forces in defence of his homeland, but was captured
and beheaded by the Japanese occupation forces.
For the evacuation of Darwin, the SS Zealandia departed on 20
December 1941: Gertrude Spain went to Brisbane, while Daniel
and Christina and her children continued on to Marrickville, NSW.
After returning to Darwin harbour, the Zealandia was sunk during
the first bombing raid on 19 February 1942, losing three crew
members killed.
In that same raid, Christina and Dan lost both their uncle Ricardo
Conanan and also their father. Ricardo Warivin Da Souza
Conanan (1894-1942) was killed in a direct hit from a stick of
three bombs from an Aichi Type 99 carrier bomber in the first high
level attack. Catalino Spain, aged 54, was machine-gunned by
carrier fighters while unloading cargo from the MV Neptuna and
then hurled into the water by a bomb. His body was recovered
later in the day, washed up on the shore, and was buried in a
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collective grave on the beach. These bodies were reinterred at
East Point the following day, and on 1 July they were exhumed
and taken to Adelaide River War Cemetery for burial.
135069 Leading Aircraftman Daniel Cathelino Spain (19142010)
Dan Spain was born in Darwin on 5 September 1914, the only son
of Catalino and Gertrude Spain. After evacuating from Darwin, in
Sydney on 25 January 1943 Dan married Miss Bess Que-Noy
from an old Chinese family which had been resident in the
Northern Territory longer than most European families. Dan and
Bess were living in Surrey Hills when he enlisted in the RAAF on
15 June 1943, aged 28.
Dan Spain served as a Leading Aircraftman until 15 April 1946.
He served as a cook, but apparently made a reasonable amount
of money darning other men’s socks because he could sew and
they couldn’t – while he had learned how to hunt kangaroos south
of Darwin, his mother had also taught him to sew and cook from a
young age.
Dan proudly marched or rode with the RAAF contingent in
Matraville each Anzac Day until he passed away at Camelot
Nursing Home in Maroubra, NSW on 8 May 2010, aged 95. He
was buried at Botany Cemetery with his mother Gertrude. His
sister Christina and her husband Raymond had been cremated
and memorialised at Botany Cemetery – Raymond Brooks had
also served in the RAAF, for 22 years from 3 March 1944 until
23 April 1966, retiring on his 55th birthday with the rank of
Sergeant.
Commemoration
The name of Dan Spain’s father Catalino is included among the
five Filipino-Australians listed on a plaque erected by the Darwin
City Council to honour the civilians killed during the first raids on
Darwin, which was unveiled on 19 February 1971 by the
Governor-General Sir Paul Hasluck.
On the 60th anniversary of the Bombing of Darwin in 2012, a
Wharf Memorial was unveiled to specifically commemorate the
waterside workers killed on the wharf: among them, five FilipinoAustralians including the Great War volunteer Ricardo Conanan
and his brother-in-law Catalino Spain. These Top End FilipinoAustralians who sacrificed their lives in the Defence of Australia
should not be forgotten.
The memory of Catalino Spain was also perpetuated when
Christina named one of her daughters ‘Catalina Victoria Brooks’,
using the female version of his name.
Paul A Rosenzweig
ThanksDigger@gmail.com

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
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Thanks Digger
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established as a tribute to all Australian Service
personnel and others who have served in the defence of Australia and Australia’s interests.
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger

|

ThanksDigger@gmail.com

Captions
Image 1
135069 Leading Aircraftman Dan Spain, soon after enlisting in the RAAF in 1943, aged 28.
Image 2
Dan Spain participating in the Matraville ANZAC Day march.
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↙ This is Rey who has been with the
Swagman Narra Resort for more than 20 years,
many in management, pointing to the new
notice board in the bar area. Along with Ron
(the owner) Rey is always happy to support and
help the RSL.
The photo was taken on Sunday, (see the date
on the photo) just after Rey had finished calling
the BINGO numbers. Members and supporters
can now see the latest RSL events on this
noticeboard at the Swagman and can join or
renew membership every Sunday afternoon
from 11:30am, just ask for the Sub Branch
secretary.

The Swagman Narra is an institution in Angeles
since the 1980’s and it was from here that Dave
Donney who was manager at the time, started
up the ANZAC Day march, service and after
activities before the Sub Branch was founded.
The Narra still provides the venue for ANZAC
Day activities and still manages to do an
excellent job.
If you are reading this Rey, Larry says, G’day.
Hello,
I was once a member a few years back but dropped it
because I hardly ever go to AC as I spend most of my in
Dumaguete City in Negros Oriental.
For the last 10 years I've been the driving force behind
having a ANZAC Day service/celebration here, mostly we
get 30 to 40 people to attend.

The President welcomes the following new
members to our Sub-Branch:
Darren Christie
Shane Mulquiny
Rocsan Labro
Stephen Gaynor
Alan Wunschel
David Bedella
Darryl Jaques
Francis Sasag
John Hutton

Service
Service
Social
Social
Social
Social
Affiliate
Affiliate
Social

When I was still a member I would email Larry Smith and he
would put it on the your web site letting any other Aussie's
who were moving around the PI and was in Dumaguete at
the time, somewhere to go to attend an ANZAC DAY
service.
It would be nice if you feel like it to do it again. The venue
this year and most other years is "Andy Private Garden"
Noreco Rd Mangnao. it's about 4 km from the centre of the
city proper. It's a small resort right on the coastline, starting
a 10am.
Kind Regards, Greg Cuke.
Hi Greg. Done, and have a great day. Larry Editor
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Earlier

this month I attended a friends
funeral. His demise was caused by a deadly
melanoma which was missed under his arm.
There is much medical evidence that death by
melanoma in Australia is on the increase. I
placed the article below in another newsletter
that I edit here in Hervey Bay. The message is
clear, get your skin checked regularly.

What is melanoma?
Melanoma is a type of skin cancer which usually
occurs on the parts of the body that have been
overexposed to the sun. Rare melanomas can occur
in parts of the skin or body that have never been
exposed to the sun.
Melanoma is the fourth most common cancer
diagnosed in Australia1, which along with New
Zealand has the world's highest incidence rate for
melanoma. Melanoma is more commonly diagnosed
in men than women. The risk of being diagnosed
with melanoma by age 85 is 1 in 14 for men
compared to 1 in 24 for women.

Melanoma symptoms
Often melanoma has no symptoms, however it can
be associated with changes that relate to ‘ABCDE’ Asymmetry, irregular Border, uneven Colour,
Diameter (usually over 6mm), Evolving (changing
and growing). Other symptoms include

dark areas under nails or on
membranes lining the mouth, vagina
or anus.

Causes of melanoma
Melanoma risk increases with exposure to UV
radiation, particularly with episodes of sunburn
(especially during childhood).
Melanoma risk is increased for people who have:





increased numbers of unusual moles (dysplastic
naevi)
depressed immune systems
a family history of melanoma in a first degree
relative
fair skin, a tendency to burn rather than tan,
freckles, light eye colour, light or red hair colour
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had a previous melanoma or non-melanoma skin
cancer.

Screening for melanoma
Individuals at high risk of melanoma should be
taught to check their skin for irregular or changing
lesions, and have annual checks by a dermatologist.

Diagnosis for melanoma
If you have a suspicious spot or mole, your doctor
will examine you and may use a dermascope
(magnifying instrument). If the doctor suspects
melanoma, a biopsy may be carried out. This may
be done by your GP or you may be referred to
another specialist.

Staging for melanoma
If the excised lesion is thick, a biopsy of the first
draining lymph node (sentinel node) is performed.
The most important feature of a melanoma in
predicting its outcome is its thickness (stage 0 is
less than 0.1mm, stage I less than 2mm, stage II
greater than 2mm, stage III spread to lymph nodes
and stage IV distant spread). The presence of
ulceration also predicts a poor outcome. If distant
spread is suspected, CT scans of the chest,
abdomen and pelvis are performed. The blood test
LDH can sometimes be useful to assess metastatic
disease.

Treatment for melanoma
Surgery can be curative for thin melanomas and
requires that the melanoma be removed with at
least 1–2cm of normal skin around it. If the draining
lymph nodes are involved they are removed.
For thick melanomas some cancer centres offer
high dose interferon after surgery, however many
offer clinical trials of vaccines because there is no
routine therapy mandated. Surgery should be the
mainstay of treating relapsed melanoma if it is
possible to remove all of the disease.
For
widespread
disease, chemotherapy is
borderline effective and drugs such as dacarbazine
can palliate symptoms, as can biologicals like
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interferon or interleukin 2. Radiotherapy may palliate
local symptoms.

Prognosis for melanoma
An individual’s prognosis depends on the type and
stage of cancer, as well as their age and general
health at the time of diagnosis. Five year survival for
people diagnosed with melanoma is 91%, rising to
99% if the melanoma is detected before it has
spread. If spread is within the region of the primary
melanoma, the five year survival is 65%, dropping to
15% if the disease is widespread.
In 2010, 11,405 new cases of melanoma were
diagnosed in Australia, accounting for nearly one in
ten cancer diagnoses.
In Australia in 2011, there were 1544 deaths due to
melanoma.
Melanoma is the sixth most common cause of
cancer death in Australian men and tenth most
common in Australian women.

Preventing melanoma
Avoid sunburn by minimising sun exposure when
the SunSmart UV Alert exceeds 3 and especially in
the middle of the day when UV levels are most
intense. Seek shade, wear a hat that covers the
head, neck and ears, wear sun protective clothing
and close-fitting sunglasses, and wear an SPF30+
sunscreen. Avoid using solariums (tanning salons).

The above information was obtained from the
Cancer Council of Australia website:
http://www.cancer.org.au/about-cancer/typesof-cancer/skin-cancer/melanoma.html
ADDITIONAL COMMENT
I have read the above article and took
particular notice of the second
paragraph under the heading
Melanoma symptoms. I was
under the misapprehension that the
areas to look for was hands, arms,
legs, face and torso. My friends spot
was missed under his arm. I have
highlighted the area in the ‘symptoms’
for you to take particular notice. Ed
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For members that pay the annual renewal fee via our banks, please note:You MUST forward the bank receipt No, your name & membership number to:-

secretary@rslangelescity.com

Some members have paid to banks but have not informed us of the name, receipt No
etc. This creates problems for the treasurer and your membership may not be
registered. The banks are as follows
Commonwealth Bank (CBA):Acc Name: Returned Services League Angeles City Sub Branch
BSB 062905
Account # 10153195
Or International transfer as follows:Beneficiary Bank: China Banking Corporation Manila Philippines
SWIFT address: CHBKPHMM
Beneficiary Customer: Angeles City RSL. A/c No 281-028301-5. Branch SM Clark
Fee for all classes (Australian Dollars) $23.00 or 800 peso
Fees can also be paid to David Shine (Membership Officer) David “Kooka’ Messent (Treasurer) &
Philip Salmon (Secretary) every Tuesday from 1:30pm at the Ponderosa Resort
Or to the Secretary at the Swagman Resort every Sunday from 11:30am – 3:00pm
Only financial members can speak or vote at any meeting. Membership ceases if not paid
before April 30th. Should the membership lapse, a new application must be lodged.

wwwbeyondtheblackstump.com
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ADVERTISING

Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel
1734 San Pablo St.,
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines
President
Robert (Bob) Barnes
Mobile: + 63-928-145-6756
Email: president@rslangelescity.com
Vice Presidents
Gary Barnes
Mobile: +63-915- 839-8379
Email: garylbarnes86@gmail.com

RSL
Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines

Secretary
Philip Salmon
Mobile: +63-9287424628
Email: secretary@rslangelescity.com

Chris Weeks
Mobile: +63-927-320-4194
Email: chris.weeks@hotmail.com
Treasurer
David Messent
Mobile: +63-930-691-5953
Email: treasurer@rslangelescity.com

Quartermaster

Editor

David Messent
Mobile: +63 930 691-5953
Email: dimmessent@yahoo.com

Larry Smith
Mobile: +61- 411 725 676

editor@rslangelescity.com

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number

“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance”
Lest We Forget
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Returned & Services League of Australia
Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines

MINUTES OF MONTHLY
GENERAL MEETING HELD
15th MARCH 2016
Call to order: at 1408 hrs.
The president asked the members to turn off all phones recorders etc.
Ode to the fallen recited by President Bob Barnes
Attendance 17 as registered (including visitors)
Apologies: I. P. President James Curtis Smith,

Bill Barnes,

Gary Maher

New members/transfers:None in attendance
Visitors:Leon Early, Donnie Early
President:The President informed the members that the committee has made certain appointments to
comply with State Rule 13.6(n) as follows: David Shine accepted the position of Membership Recruiting officer
 Anthony Cullen will be asked to be the Publicity Officer when he returns.
 Gary Maher accepted the position of Welfare Officer.
 Jeff Jackson (State RSL) will be asked to be the Appeals Officer but for him to ask Bruce
Turner to attend to matters subject to his work load.
 David “Kooka” Messent will remain as Quartermaster.
Items to be discussed today are:1. Location of the Australia Day celebrations: Suggestion from Gary Barnes that it could be
held at the rotunda in Astro Park.
2. The treasurer has concerns re: the bar medical missions cost. More details in general
business or the treasurers report
3. ANZAC Day preparations.
4. Centenary Year celebrations.
5. Replacement for Graham Ross: Saturday night raffles. Graham is returning to Australia.
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Minutes of meeting held 16th February 2016
Motion: The minutes of the general meeting held 16th February 2016 be accepted as a true and
accurate record
MOVED Philip Salmon
SECONDED Mark Curtis
CARRIED
Matters arising from minutes:We need to order the centenary tees shirts ASAP.
Outward Correspondence: -.
Jeff Jackson State RSL
Re: the meeting & constitution
State President
Ref: meeting with Jeff Jackson & Peter Smith
Jeff Jackson State RSL
Hearing aids and a grant for the widow of member
RST State
Reporting of new office bearers
RSL State
ANZAC Day details
Inward correspondence: Jeff Jackson State RSL
Re: the meeting & constitution
Jeff Jackson State RSL
Requesting more info on Hearing aids program
FRA Branch 367
FRALICS 2016 Chile Cook Off
Several internal E Mails
re: the meeting with State RSL
WO Craig Cutts
Again requesting info on guest speaker for ANZAC day
Via Aust. Embassy
Various magazines/publications, left near door
MOTION: The inward correspondence be accepted and the outward correspondence be endorsed
MOVED Philip Salmon
SECONDED Chris Weeks CARRIED
Treasurer’s report:MOTION: The treasurer’s report be accepted as tabled and read.
MOVED Kooka
SECONDED Mark Curtis
CARRIED
Matters arising from treasurer’s report:Scott Chambers questioned the 35Php exchange rate. The treasurer explained it was a set figure
for the monthly reports. The exchange rate varies continually.
Welfare report:Before the welfare report, Chris weeks thanked David Shine for taking on the position
of membership officer which has “taken a load of his shoulders”. Chris advised that since
September 2015, we have issued 129 wheel chairs with 1 more special to be issued tomorrow.
(16th March)
Medical Mission:David Shine had mud maps of the next MM to be held at the Balibago Barangay Hall, April 2nd.
Kooka advised that the Hong Kong “Fat Boys” wish to sponsor the June mission and have asked
that it be held June 11th instead of the first Saturday of the month. To be decided at the next
committee meeting.
Membership Report:David Shine advised we have 314 members. (Note, David is still in the “take over” mode and
more renewals are expected at ANZAC Day)

15

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 108

General Business:From the Presidents opening comments: Location of the Australia Day celebrations: VP Gary has spoken to several people and stated
there is a reluctance to change the venue, now a dead issue.
 The treasurer has concerns re: the bar medical missions cost. Kooka explained that the bar
mission is unsustainable, the last one cost 394,000Php. After a minor debate, the following
motion was made: MOTION: The Bar’s medical missions
are to cease.
MOVED Scott Chambers SECONDED Arthur Quinn CARRIED
 ANZAC Day preparations. The flag poles have been repaired. Dave Donny will attend to the two
up at the Swagman Resort. VP Gary will see Jerry at the Clark Cemetery regarding set up and
flag pole holders. Gary has the running sheet/program in hand, just waiting to find out who the
guest speaker will be. Several raffle prizes are on hand plus the 5,000Php prize from the Sub
Branch.
 Centenary Year celebrations. The secretary will hand the art work to the quartermaster so he can
order the shirts.
 Replacement for Graham Ross: Saturday night raffles. The President explained that Graham is
returning to Australia and has been conducting the raffles for the past 3 – 4 years. No one
volunteered.
The raffle was drawn, winner was Garry McGufficke.
There being no further business, the President closed the meeting at 1450 hrs.
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