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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT
AGM 2015

The Angeles City RSL Sub Branch
completed another good year in
2015. We commenced our year as
we traditionally have done since
2009, with attendance as guests of
the Governor of Pangasinan at the Veterans
Commemoration at Lingayen and to remember
the second landing of Allied Troops in the
Philippines in 1945. Each year this event is held
on January 9, the anniversary of the landing. The
memorial to the Australian navy personnel who
lost their lives at Lingayen is to be upgraded and
arrangements are continuing in that regard.
Very quickly after Lingayen, our Australia Day
activities swing in to top gear with the Giant
raffle, Street Party in Fields Avenue Balibago and
including the Curry Cook Off.

After the AGM on 17th February 2015, we moved
to 100th year anniversary of ANZAC Day
commemoration at Clark Veterans Cemetery on
April 25 and then activity that followed at the
Swagman Hotel. A breather and then the
planning for the Vietnam Veterans Day on August
18. The year finished with President’s Drinks at
the Ponderosa just before Christmas.
Each of these separate activities has received a
good reporting and photographs through the
monthly Newsletter. My sincere thanks again to
service and foundation member Larry Smith, as
our Newsletter Editor.
Interposed through these activities are the
monthly Committee and general meetings of
members, and individual committee members
being involved with one of our primary objects,
namely of the welfare of members who may be in
need. This latter activity is not publicised for
privacy reasons but extends to hospital and home
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visitation when we are notified, assistance with
organizing money matters and transport
arrangement if return to Australia is needed and
many more. As your President, but also as the
current active Consular Warden for the
Australian Embassy in Pampanga Province, I
have sometimes become involved if the Embassy
is also called upon for assistance. We have been
fortunate to have as our current Pensions Officer
Bruce Turner, an Associate member and who is
the current President of the Rosebud Victoria,
Sub Branch. Bruce is also a senior advocate of
the RSL.
As part of our community activity, we again this
year held our monthly children’s medical
missions and where 17,055 children were
examined by medical professionals, and received
prescribed medicines free from the Sub Branch in
2015. In addition 79 wheel chairs were fitted
and donated to permanently disabled children
and 157 children received hearing aids and
fitting free. These monthly missions, and which
we started in 2008, not only help the children
and their families and who are usually struggling,
but also promote a good image of the RSL in the
Filipino community and importantly are a
welfare activity for our members. I see time and
time again members who after attending, “feel
good” and become regular attendees at future
missions. The mateship and contacts that
develop between members through attendance
at the missions is notable.
Again this year I was unable to attend most
meetings due to my ongoing cardio therapy at St;
Luke’s Hospital in Manila. I must thank the
Committee for granting me leave and in
particular to my Vice Presidents for chairing the
meetings in my absence. To the other members
of the Committee and members who were
“dobbed” in for jobs my thanks. I have kept in
touch with the Sub Branch of course and met
with the members and the committee regularly
through social media and on other days when I
am here including weekends over a beer or two.
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To the business houses of Balibago particularly,
and the community, thank you for your support of
the Sub Branch, and permitting us to be part of
your community.
I retire this year after completing ten years as the
President of this Sub Branch.
As has been the case for time immemorial, one can
always reflect on the dramatic changes over a
decade of our lives in the 21st Century, and to do so
in the case of the Sub Branch, as part of our modern
community, is unremarkable. However, leaving
aside the obvious changes to technology and
communication, perhaps in the last ten years of the
history of this Sub Branch, the most notable change
is the emergence and growth of the RSL from being
an association of mainly men (except for the wives
as members of Women’s Auxillary out the back),
retired from duty in the armed forces. growing old
and fading as with the RSL to which they belong, to
a new growth and reemergence of an Australian
icon, prominent in the Australian landscape, and a
desire particularly in the case of this sub branch,
for Australians living and visiting the Philippines to
want to join and belong and be identified with the
League.
I have noted a pride amongst so many of our
members that has rejuvenated the League. I
understand that this has happened also in Australia
and particularly in the observance of ANZAC Day. I
am grateful to the preceding members of the RSL
who opened the former restrictive membership
criteria, to allow more and more Australians, and
their families and allies to be members of the RSL,
to play their part in remembrance and pride, and in
the care and welfare of our ex-servicemen and
women. To me this has been the most notable
change and for the better.
It has been an honour and a privilege to have been
re-elected unopposed for these years, and I thank
the members, both existing and past, for the trust
put in me to carry out my job. I hope I have not let
you down.
JAMES E. CURTIS-SMITH
President
31ST December 2015
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President’s Report
By: Robert (Bob) Barnes – Sub-Branch President
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RESI DEN T’S ANNUAL REPOR T AGM 2015

The A ngele s City RSL Su b Branch completed another good year in 2015. We commenced our year as we traditionally have done si nce 2009 , with attenda nce as guest s of the Governor of Pangasinan at the Veterans Commem oration at Lingayen and to remember the second landing of Allied Troops in the Philippines in 19 45. Each year this event is hel d on Jan uary 9, the anniver sary of the landing. The memorial to the Australian navy personnel who lost their lives at Lingaye n is to be upgrade d and arrangements are continuing in that regard.

NEWLY ELECTED
BOB BARNES’
PRESIDENTS
REPORT
Firstly, I want to
thank the members
for having me as
the new President,
along with the new committee, I will do
everything in my power to uphold the values of
the League and of course, the welfare of our
members.
I must admit that I’m a little nervous following in
the path of our Immediate past President James
Curtis-Smith whose continued leadership has help
make the Sub Branch what it is today.
Having said that, James will remain as an
executive of the committee and his expertise will
be available for us.
You will note in the minutes that planning is
underway for our ANZAC Day commemoration at
Clark Cemetery and the secretary is producing a
flyer which you will soon see. In addition to
ANZAC Day, we are planning a special centenary

event, a grand ball to celebrate the 100th year of
the RSL which was formed June 6th 1916.
The ANZAC Day flyer is shown in this newsletter.
Keep checking the newsletter for regular updates.
To go along with the centenary celebrations, we
are in the process of designing a new tee shirt
especially for the 100 year anniversary. Part of
the design is a new Angeles City RSL logo which
will be on the sleeves of the shirt. This design is
by students at the Angeles City University as part
of a university project.
One of the students brother received a wheel
chair and she produced a video that has shown
how the entire family has benefitted from the
chair, she has shown appreciation with the video
she produced and the logo she helped design.
As part of this newsletter is the Presidents Report
(from the AGM), I will keep this very short but
again reassure you that we are going to continue
as before.
To keep you informed, I have asked the secretary
to produce a list of the new committee for
inclusion in the newsletter.

EXECUTIVE AND COMMITTEE OF THE
ANGELS CITY RSL SUB BRANCH
POSITION

NAME

PRESIDENT

ROBERT “BOB” BARNES

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

JAMES CURTIS-SMITH

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

GARY BARNES

VICE PRESIDENT

CHRIS WEEKS

SECRETARY

PHILIP SALMON

TREASURER

DAVID “KOOKA” MESSENT

COMMITTEE

DAVID SHINE

COMMITTEE

LINDSAY DRURY

COMMITTEE

SCOTT CHAMBERS

*** NOTICE TO MEMBERS AND
THE PUBLIC ***
I apologise and withdraw the contents
from the notice of any imputation or
inference that Mr. Dallas Drake was
dishonest or committed any illegality
relating to the matters alleged and set out
in the notice to the public published in the
December 2015 Newsletter.
JAMES E. CURTIS-SMITH
President -RSL Angeles City Sub Branch
11 January 2016
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RESULTS OF THE RSL MONSTER RAFFLE
HELD AT THE 2016 FIESTA
“ANNUAL FIELDS AVENUE STREET PARTY”
Prize
1st prize
2nd “
3rd “
4th

“

5th

“

6th

“

7th “
8th “
9th “
10th “
11th “
12th “
13th “
14th “
15th “
16th “
17th “
18th “

Ticket number

40,000 peso
20,000 peso
12,000 accommodation

Lucky winner

3015
3023
2562

Rowena Lawson
Cassie
John Seymour

Collected
Collected
Collected

3612

Kevin McCreesh

Collected

5,000 Peso
(Thanks to China Bank)
2,500 Meat Voucher

1884

Tony Boyle

Collected

1903

FRA 367

Collected

3,000 Meal Voucher

4197

Lorie (Garfield’s)

Collected

Ladies & Gents watches

2282

“Lucky” Bill Barnes

Collected

2,500 Meat Voucher

1650

Roy (Brass Knob)

Collected

2 Nights accommodation

2458
4518

Takanori Matsuoka
Rosalie Sonas

.............
Collected

2 Nights accommodation

1597

Leon Sachkar

.............

2,500 Meat Voucher

3319

Michael C. Yamat

Collected

2 Nights accommodation

2283

“Lucky” Bill Barnes

Collected

2 Nights accommodation

1101

Rothnie Hannah

Collected

2,500 Meat Voucher

3702

Bob Oakley

Collected

Electric Kettle Pot

2281

“Lucky” Bill Barnes

Collected

Travel Luggage

1760

Bill Paton

Collected

`

(Courtesy Orchid Inn)
5,000 peso

(Thanks to Gecko’s Bar)

(Thanks to Prime Choice Meats)
(Thanks to Tequilla Reef)
(Thanks to John Power)

(Thanks to Prime Choice Meats)
Cell Phone (From Duomed)
(Thanks to Boomerang Resort)
(Thanks to Blue Rock, Subic)

(Thanks to Prime Choice Meats)
(Thanks to Walkabout Hotel)

(Thanks to the Ponderosa Resort)
(Thanks to Prime Choice Meats)
(Thanks to Treasurer “Kooka”
(Thanks to ANZ Banking)

Please contact Kooka for unclaimed prizes: 0930 691 5953

The President, committee and RSL members wish to thank our sponsors and everyone who purchased
tickets that help us to conduct our monthly children’s medical missions.
NOTICE
Please note, the only E Mail address for the Sub Branch Secretary is:-

secretary@rslangelescity.com

To ensure that the secretary receives your E Mails be sure NOT to use the
old Yahoo address. It has been noted that several items of
correspondence have not reached the secretary.
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MEMBER OF THE MONTH

Antonio Dizon

Service

1382374

Affiliate

1368310

Armstrong Defreitas

Service

1455197

Kevin Stricklen

Service

1456639

Henk Sebregts

Service

1456637

Thomas Norrie

Affiliate

1456636

Robert McGovern

Affiliate

1456634

Charlie Forbes

Affiliate

1368046

Brian Nolan

Service

1369206

Erik Quist

Social

1421213

Soren Laerke

Social

1378083

Kenneth Burke

Affiliate

1367920

Rex Jeffery

Social

1405721

Charles Menchin

Affiliate

1368263

Darrell Wooley

Affiliate

1368192

Anthony Cullen

Affiliate

1383570

Anthony Boyle

Social

1415700

Donald McDonald

Service

1077276

Garry McGufficke

Service

1385455

John Muggeridge

We ask that the members mentioned head down to the
Ponderosa Hotel front desk and collect their cards.
____________________________________________________________________________

Member of the month must go to
James Curtis-Smith. After 10 plus
years, James is pulling the pin as our
Sub Branch President and is
planning a long term trip to Australia.
He has been a strong, dedicated
leader and will be sorely missed.
Over the past year or so, he has
been receiving treatment in Manila
following open heart surgery. Most
men would have called it a day then,
but not President James, he's bigger
and stronger than that.
Even with the pain he was suffering,
he was always available to meet with
the executive and committee to
ensure the smooth running of the
Sub Branch.

Here is a short video about a young boy before and
after he received a RSL wheelchair. This short video
was made by Sarah Tanola who is College Media Student and a regular volunteer at our
Medical Missions.
Clink on the link below.

#AVP orgcomm.mp4
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A BIT OF FUN
I changed my car horn to gunshot sounds. People move
out of the way much faster now!
Gone are the days when girls used to cook like their
mothers. Now they drink like their fathers.
You know that tingly little feeling you get when you
really like someone? That's common sense leaving your
body.

The Angeles City RSL Sub Branch wish to thank the
businesses that participated in the
ANNUAL FIELDS AVENUE STREET PARTY:Wobbly Boot
Aussie Aqua
John Power
Thunder Motor
Cycle
ACBC
Aussie Enterprises
Air Mark Travel
Fred’s Pies
Sophie
RBI Steak House

Charlie’s Micro Meals
F. R. A.
Tequila Reef
Mr Mushroom
Cootie Pup tent
Clarke Duty Free
Phoenix Hotel & Wine
Bali Hai
One Stop Bar
American Outlaw Assoc.
Adriano’s Gelato

The Blue Book who helped with advertising
We are continually trying to improve the Australian
Day Celebrations and we would be grateful if any of
the above can offer any feedback (good or bad).
Please contact the secretary:secretary@rslangelescity.com
We are now taking reservations for booths for the
2017 Fiesta, and encourage new and existing
businesses to book now
FIRST COME......FIRST SERVED

2016 CURRY COOK-OFF WINERS:Best over-all curry tent 13
RBI Steak House
Second runner-up tent 15
FRA Zambalas
First runner-up
tent 18
Cootie Pup Tent
“The hottest curry” tent 20A
Phoenix Hotel

I don't like making plans for the day because then the
word "premeditated" gets thrown around in the
courtroom.
I didn't make it to the gym today. That makes five years
in a row.
I decided to change calling the bathroom the John and
renamed it the Jim. I feel so much better saying I went
to the Jim this morning.
Last year I joined a support group for procrastinators.
We haven't met yet!
I don't need anger management. I need people to stop
irritating me!
Old age is coming at a really bad time!
When I was a child I thought Nap Time was a
punishment... now, as a grown up, it just feels like a
small vacation!
The biggest lie I tell myself is... "I don't need to write
that down, I'll remember it."
My people skills are just fine. It's my tolerance to idiots
that needs work.
If God wanted me to touch my toes, he would've put
them on my knees.
The kids text me "plz" which is shorter than please. I
text back "no" which is shorter than "yes."
I'm going to retire and live off of my savings. Not sure
what I'll do that second week.
I've lost my mind and I'm pretty sure my wife took it!
Even duct tape can't fix stupid... but it can muffle the
sound!
Why do I have to press one for English when you're just
gonna transfer me to someone I can't understand
anyway?
Of course I talk to myself, sometimes I need expert
advice.
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RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE MARCH 2016
Night Moves Club Raffle every Monday at 5:30pm
Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday at 6:00pm
Note: NO MEDICAL MISSION IN MARCH
Tuesday 1st March 2016:2:00pm... COMMITTEE MEETING
2:00pm... Social Tuesday at the Ponderosa
4:00pm...BLUE FLAME....CANDY BAR....NIGHT MOVES
Tuesday 8th March 2016:2:00pm... WELFARE MEETING
2:00pm... Social Tuesday at the Ponderosa
4:00pm...GECKO’S....LOLLY POP....PHAPODSY’S
Tuesday 15th March 2016:2:00pm... GENERAL MEETING
2:00pm... Social Tuesday at the Ponderosa
4:00pm...DRILL SHACK....MISCHIEF BAR....PORKY’S
Tuesday 22nd March 2016:2:00pm... Social Tuesday at the Ponderosa
4:00pm...BOOMERANG....GARFIELDS....NITRO BAR
Tuesday 29th March 2016:2:00pm... Social Tuesday at the Ponderosa
4:00pm...PONDEROSA (Free nibbles @ 4:00)

Check our web site: secretary@rslangelescity.com or Facebook for details or philisalmon@y7mail.com.
____________________________________

______________________//_________________

THE RETURNED AND SERVICES LEAGUE OF
AUSTRALIA (R&SLA)

RSL History
THE RSL IS ONE OF AUSTRALIA’S OLDEST AND MOST
RESPECTED NATIONAL ORGANISATIONS. THE LEAGUE
WAS FOUNDED IN 1916 AND SUPPORTS SERVING AND
EX-SERVICE DEFENCE FORCE MEMBERS AND THEIR
FAMILIES AND PROMOTES A SECURE, STABLE AND
PROGRESSIVE AUSTRALIA.
THE RSL NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS WAS SITUATED
AT 81 CONSTITUTION AVENUE IN CAMPBELL IN THE
ACT FROM 7 AUGUST 1963 WHEN IT WAS OFFICIALLY
OPENED BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE RT. HON.
VISCOUNT DE'LISLE, GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF

AUSTRALIA, UNTIL THE END OF 2012. THE
HEADQUARTERS IS NOW SITUATED IN TEMPORARY
PREMISES AT 7-9 GEELONG STREET FYSHWICK,
ACT UNTIL NEW PERMANENT PREMISES ARE BUILT
ON THE OLD SITE, HOPEFULLY WITHIN THE NEXT 5
YEARS. THE HEADQUARTERS IS MANAGED BY
THE CEO WITH A SMALL NUMBER OF STAFF TO
MAXIMISE THE FUNDS THAT GO TO VETERANS AND
THEIR FAMILIES.

(SEE
HTTP://RSL.ORG.AU/PORTALS/13/ABOUT%20US/HIS
TORY/RSL_HQ_HISTORY_REDUCED.PDF )

The RSL is a national organisation and has its
headquarters in Canberra. National controls and
administers Branches in each state and one territory
capital. These are called State Branches.
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State Branches administer Sub Branches located in
their state of influence. Each Branch has an Executive
and Administrative function. They are responsible for
maintaining the national constitution and by-laws,
implementing their own by-laws (not contravening
national by-laws) that suits their state environment.
Sub Branches are the grist of the League. They have
a full committee, as dictated by Branch. It is here
where veterans and service men and women join the
RSL. It is here at Sub Branch level that most welfare
and pensions for eligible members take place. Sub
Branches also conduct commemorative services in
their local areas.
Sub Branches rely mostly on donations and
membership fees to provide finances to conduct their
core business of welfare, pensions and
commemorative services. However, donations and
membership fees are never sufficient to conduct
these activities.
To be an ‘ordinary’ member of a Sub Branch, you
must be, a veteran, an ex or serving member of the
regular Defence Force or Reserves. This does include
members of ‘friendly’ foreign forces. The RSL also
accepts another category of membership called
‘Affiliate’. This means that you are affiliated with the
defence force eg father was a veteran. Members in
this category can actually serve on the committee,
but are ineligible to be a Sub Branch President, which
MUST be a Service Member.
Social members are also accepted on a limited basis,
but they have no voting rights, just a social function.
Over the years, RSL Clubs have evolved. These clubs
have nothing to do with a Sub Branch. They are
conveniently co-located with a Sub Branch, but are
not a part of the Sub Branch.
These clubs call themselves names like, RSL
Memorial Services Club, Community Memorial Club,
names like that. These ‘clubs’ have a full committee
as well, most also have a general manager.
Membership is open to the general public. It is these
members that ‘own’ the club.
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Being co-located in the RSL building with the Sub
Branch, which owns the building, clubs pay rent to
the Sub Branch, thus providing much needed funding
for the Sub Branch activities. Fortunately, as these
clubs grow, they plow monies back into building
better club facilities, which adds to the value of the
Sub Branch asset. So, even though a Sub Branch is
cash poor, they end up being asset rich.
If you visit a RSL club, you will find the Sub Branch
tucked away in a small corner of the building and the
club occupies the rest of the building. Club
furnishings and other equipment is usually owned by
the club.
Being the owner of the building, the Sub Branch has a
binding lease with the club. This is on a commercial
basis. The Sub Branch can revoke their working
relationship with the club, close them down and release to another civilian organization who wishes to
set up a similar club. This is unusual but has occurred
and I know of one such occurrence recently in a small
rural RSL.
In 1994, when Angeles City RSL Sub Branch started
up officially, we came under the control of National
Headquarters. Soon after it was decided to transfer
the then three overseas RSL’s (Washington DC, Port
Moresby PNG and Angeles City to the ACT Branch.
Eventually we found that ACT Branch did not suit our
needs and we were transferred to Victoria Branch,
which suited our needs better. When Subic Sub
Branch was raised, they automatically went to ACT
Branch where they are still located.
Not all Sub Branches have a club attached.
Depending on their size, location and need, these
places are a stand alone office serving their local
veterans with the core business.
Angeles City and Subic RSL Sub Branches are not
clubs. They are purely a Sub Branch, providing
welfare, pension and commemorative services to
their members. There is just one full committee as
prescribed in by-laws.

Editors note. The above is a brief outline on
the how the RSL works. It may vary in places.
Ed
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HERE ARE SOME MORE CARDS WAITING FOR
COLLECTION

John Zahra
Peter Sincocks
Heikki Kupiainer
Philip Jones
Michael Lyons
John Hey
Wayne Alder
Peter O’Shea
Peter O’Donnell
Peter Bellamy
Lawrence Meek
Dave Birch
Terry Hale
Ray Barfoot
Malcolm Burgoyne
Rodney Brown
Rudolf Olree
Graham Crispin
David Lynch
Malcolm Geddie

Service
Service
Affiliate
Service
Social
Service
Affiliate
Service
Affiliate
Affiliate
Affiliate
Affiliate
Affiliate
Social
Affiliate
Affiliate
Service
Service
Service
Affiliate

1369317
1369183
1423406
1369175
1369378
1369140
1367805
1369230
1368335
1367870
1368258
1367880
1387321
1449627
1367912
1408479
1369220
1368959
1369199
1367981

AUSTRALIAN FILIPINOS
IN WORLD WAR 2
Part 10 : Ernie Spain
A total of eighteen Filipino-Australians with a Northern Territory connection
served during WW2. This contribution is particularly noteworthy considering the
Filipino population of Darwin only numbered around 70 on the outbreak of war.
One of these was the grandson of Filipino pearl and shell diver Antonio Spain
and his English wife Elizabeth, through their first son Anastasio Spain.
The Spain family
Dionisio Antonio Puerte (1863-1926) from Cebu was a teenage pearl and shell
diver on Thursday Island from the late 1870s, who adopted the surname ‘Spain’.
In Cooktown in 1885, at the age of 23, Antonio married a 19 year old English girl
Miss Elizabeth Massey (1866-1951). They raised their first four sons on
Thursday Island – Anastasio, Catalino, Hignio and Felix – each given the name
‘Puerte’ as a middle name. Antonio was naturalised as a British subject on
4 April 1889.
Antonio and Elizabeth had a total of eleven sons and one daughter (although five
of the sons died in infancy). Two of their sons served in the AIF during the Great
War, and during World War 2 the family’s contribution was equally noteworthy –
one son was a civilian killed by enemy action in Darwin, three grandsons served

in military uniform, and one great-grandson was killed while fighting as a
guerrilla.
Anastasio Puerte Spain (1886-1942)
Antonio and Elizabeth’s first child, Anastasio Puerte Spain, was born on
Thursday Island on 27 April 1886. As a young teenager (known as ‘Pedro’), he
had worked with his father Antonio in quarrying, cutting and carting stone for the
new Christ Church (Church of England) in Darwin, which was consecrated in
1902.
Anastasio married Miss Fanny Louisa Chapman (1889-1960) in Darwin on 19
July 1909. They had three children, but their first died in infancy: William Anstao
Spain (1910-1911). In later life Anastasio was known as ‘Tasio’.
Q268434 Private Ernest Herbert Spain (1913-1996)
Anastasio and Fanny’s children Louisa and Ernie attended Darwin Public
School, and were both active participants in community activities such as the
‘juvenile fancy dress ball’ held each year at the Town Hall. As a youth, Ernie was
a tennis player of note and like most of the Filipino boys played Australian Rules
with Wanderers Football Club. He escorted his sister Louisa at Christ Church
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Cathedral on 1 July 1931 when she married Dick Butler, born in Katherine in
1908 to a Wugularri/Jawoyn Aboriginal and a European father. Butler later
served as a Gunner in the Darwin Mobile Force.
Later in 1931 Ernie went to Queensland and changed codes: he played as a
winger in the Toowoomba first grade rugby team, where he was described as
“short of body, but long limbed and well shouldered”. Ernie married Miss Elena
Hennesy, and they had one son.
Ernie Spain volunteered for home defence in Charleville, Queensland on 6 May
1942, and served with the 18th Line of Communication Signals in Queensland
until 27 November 1944.
Meanwhile in Darwin, Ernie’s mother Fanny Spain, together with his sister Louisa
(Mrs Dick Butler) and her four children, were evacuated on the SS Montoro on
10 January 1942. They lived with Ernie and Elena in Brisbane for the duration of
the war. Ernie and Louisa’s father Anastasio died in Brisbane on 6 August 1942.

Thanks Digger
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established as a
tribute to all Australian Service personnel and others who have
served in the defence of Australia and Australia’s interests.

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger

|

ThanksDigger@gmail.com

Caption

To South Vietnam and Cyclone Tracy
Dick Butler, a boxing trainer and a strong footballer with the Buffalos, remained
in Darwin during the war and served in a coast-watcher detachment at Peewee
Camp, East Point. He was on duty at the Naval Oil Fuel Installation on 19
February 1942, and narrowly escaped death at the time of the first Japanese
raid. His family returned to the Top End in June 1948, living in a ‘Sidney
Williams’ house at Salonika. Butler served with the Regular Army in Darwin and
was the first soldier to earn the Long Service & Good Conduct Medal for service
completely in the 7th Military District. From 1961 to 1978 he was Head Gardener
at Government House Darwin.

Ernie Spain, on the right, with his brother Joe and wife
Annie.

Several of Dick and Louisa’s children served in the post-war CMF. Arthur ‘Darky’
Butler (1944-2008) also served in the Regular Army, and saw active duty in
South Vietnam in 1967-68 with Support Company 7RAR.
In December we commemorated those who died in Darwin on Christmas Eve
1974. Mrs Louisa Butler of Fannie Bay, a granddaughter of Antonio and
Elizabeth Spain and only sister of WW2 veteran Ernie Spain, was among the 49
killed when Cyclone Tracy struck Darwin (a further 13 people were lost at sea).
Her name was commemorated on a memorial plaque outside the Darwin City
Council offices which was unveiled by The Queen on 26 March 1977 during Her
Majesty’s Silver Jubilee tour.
Louisa’s husband Dick Butler died on 24 August 1987 and was buried with her in
Darwin General Cemetery in Jingili. In his honour, ‘Butler Place’ was registered
by Litchfield Council on 11 October 1995.
This was a significant contribution by one Filipino family to the Australian war
effort during World War 2.
Paul A Rosenzweig

ThanksDigger@gmail.com
More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger

DISCLAIMER
The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter.
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or
opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor
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Last month we featured Szend
Pederson on his 70th birthday.
Now it's his wife's turn.
Catherine turned 60 on the 13th
which was a surprise to
everyone, she looks much
younger.
Catherine is not known by a lot
of members but she gives many
hours of her time "behind the
scenes" as a vital member of the
wheel chair team.
The birthday was celebrated at
Clark Manor Clubhouse with
several RSL members in
attendance.
Happy Birthday Catherine, and
many more to come.

OUR AMAZING BODY- WHAT IT DOES

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES
ADVERTISING

Issue 107
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Two happy participants at our recent Australia Day Fiesta,
Secretary Philip Salmon and his delightful missus Christine.
Both were sporting the popular Australia floppy felt hat for the
occasion.
More pictures can be viewed on our facebook site.

www.beyondtheblackstump.com

We Need Your Blood!
Help us to maintain our blood supplies by donating blood at the
AUF Hospital Red Cross Blood Bank and credit to our RSL. Doesn’t
take much time and it will be appreciated.
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EDITORS NOTE:
This year we have already lost 3 members/former members:DANNY JIMENES
WAYNE RUSH – FOUNDATION MEMBER
BARRY BRACEWELL
I do not know Danny or Barry, but I lived in the same street in Balibago as Wayne Rush in 1993/4/5, and
like me, he was a sub branch foundation member.
I am told that Wayne passed away not too long ago from kidney failure. Wayne resided in Shepparton
Victoria for many years, living with his Filipina wife.
Angeles City RSL Sub Branch would like to pay tribute to Danny, Barry and Wayne.

Lest we forget
Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel
1734 San Pablo St.,
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines
President
Robert (Bob) Barnes
Mobile: + 63-928-145-6756
Email: president@rslangelescity.com
Vice Presidents
Gary Barnes
Mobile: +63-9158-398-379
Email: garylbarnes86@gmail.com

Chris Weeks
Mobile: +63-9273-204-149
Email: chris.weeks@hotmail.com

RSL
Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines

Secretary
Philip Salmon
Mobile: +63-9287424628
Email: secretary@rslangelescity.com

Treasurer
David Messent
Mobile: +63-930-691-5953
Email: treasurer@rslangelescity.com

Quartermaster

Editor

David Messent
Mobile: +63 930 691-5953
Email: dimmessent@yahoo.com

Larry Smith
Mobile: +61- 411 725 676

editor@rslangelescity.com

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number

“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance”
Lest We Forget
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Returned & Services League of Australia
Angeles City, Philippines Sub Branch
Agenda of general meeting to be held

16th FEBRUARY 2016
Meeting to be declared open at 1505hrs
Ode to the fallen

not recited as the ode was recited at the AGM

Attendance as registered. 20 as registered
Apologies: Iain Booth, Lindsay Drury, Ron Parrott, Dallas Drake, Bill Barnes, Peter Renton,
Dave Donney
New members/transfers:- None in attendance
Visitors:Thomas Lawson (visitor from Mascot RSL. Note: after the meeting, Thomas completed a request
for transfer and will become a member of Angeles City RSL)
President:Newly elected President Bob Barnes welcomed the members to the first general meeting with the
new administration. He asked the members to be as brief as possible as the AGM has taken place
leaving us less time for the meeting. Bob thanked the Immediate past President James CurtisSmith for his 10 years of service as the Sub Branch president.
Secretary:Minutes of the last general meeting:-

Note: minutes of general meetings are in the Angeles City RSL newsletter

Copies of minutes are available on the tables. The chairman asks the members to peruse the
minutes of the general meeting held 19th January 2016
Motion: that the minutes of the general held 19th January 2016
as tabled be accepted as a true and accurate record
Moved: James Curtis-Smith
Seconder: Chris Weeks
Carried
Matters arising:No matters raised
Inward correspondence: Jeff Jackson (State)
Various re: visit to Philippines
Peter Smith (State).
Itinery for visit to Angeles
Winston Parry
Ref: request for financial assistance. (loan)
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Craig Cutts (Embassy)
Larry Adkison.
FRA

Guest speaker TBA
Granting permission to use the Clarke Cemetery
Flyer & details golf tournament & chili cook off

Outward Correspondence:Larry Adkison.
Requesting permission to use the Clarke Cemetery
Winston Parry
Ref loan request. Asking for more info: no reply
Aust. Embassy Manila
Requesting guest speaker for ANZAC Day
RSL State.
Asking for details of the concerns re: planned visit
Motion: the Inward Correspondence be accepted and the Outward correspondence be endorsed:Moved : Philip Salmon
Seconder: Chris Weeks
Carried
Maters Arising from Correspondence: The flyer & details of the FRA Golf & Chili cook of handed to Gary Barnes
Treasurer:Kooka presented his report for January 2016
Motion: the treasurer’s report be accepted as read and tabled.
Moved: James Curtis-Smith
Seconder: Chris Weeks
Carried
Welfare report: Chris Weeks advised that 1 “Special” wheel chair has been issued this month.
Greg Mann explained that 42 children from one school class at the Pandan medical mission will
be checked for hearing aids. James described how he was trying to talk to them and they kept
looking at the teacher for sign language. 597 children attended the Pandan mission. Greg advised
we have a back-log of 70 children requiring hearing assessment. Bill Hall is returning to Australia
soon and will try to obtain hearing aids when he is there.
Membership: Chris advised that we have 300 paid up members. (This varies from day to day)
Medical Mission Report:One more mission this month at Santa Cruz with the Fat Boys from Hong Kong. Mud map is in
the newsletter & several maps were on the tables. No medical mission in March, next mission will
be in April
General Business:  ANZAC Day planning: Admission cost, flyer presented for comments.
 Centenary celebrations, new tee shirts etc.
 Members were invited to make comments on the proposed ANZAC Day flyer and will be
asked to help distribute them to bars, business houses etc. Flag poles require minor
repairs, price for admission to the Swagman Resort to be determined by the committee.
 James explained how the logo on the sleeves of the planned centenary tee shirts was
created by student at the Angeles University. The brother of one of the students has
received a wheel chair and she has produced a video showing how life has been made
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better for the family. As part of a school project, they have produced a series of logos,
business cards etc. as an alternative RSL logo. A popular choice was the one shown on the
proposed tee shirt design. Chris Weeks and Philip Salmon will check some venues for the
events. James suggested the Rib Eye (Note: Ron Parrot is known by them)
The raffle was drawn prior to the end of the meeting.
There being no further business, the President closed the meeting at 1530hrs

EDITORS SECOND COMMENTS

It was interesting to read in the minutes (correspondence in) where Winston (Bill)
Parry had requested a loan.
Bill’s email was corrupted and hacked into and the hacker, as they have done to
many others, including myself, managed to send a ‘cry for financial help’ to
everyone in his address list.
I can vouch for Bill. He was in Australia at the time when I got his email stating that
he had been bashed up in Manila and had all his money and passport stolen. I was on
his email address list. Being a sub branch member, our address was on his list.
When my email address list was hacked many moons ago I was in London attending
a seminar and was assaulted and robbed. I was in fact in Brisbane.
So I ask that anyone who gets a cry for help from anyone who is on their email
address list to act with caution. Do not try and email them back as the hacker alters
the address slightly and you will not be able to reply. Try to verify by other means.
It is a SCAM and treat it as such.

This months newsletter is a tad late as I have been down to my home state of
Tasmania for almost two weeks and did not have time to compile it. I managed to
push back the timeline a bit as we do not have a medical mission in March, so there
was not the urgency to advise of its location.
Larry Ed
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