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Unfortunately we will have to run without our normal 
Presidents Report. Jim Curtis-Smith has had his medical 
leave extended for a further period and Snr Vice President 
Bob Barnes is on leave in Australia currently.   

For expediency sake and to allow this newsletter to be published ASAP, we have decided to do without the 

report, but will be in its usual position next month.   * Last Minute addition, Secretary Philip Salmon has sent a 

Secretary Report. But I have to place it as page 11 or I will mess up the rest of the newsletter*  Ed 

 

New members:  Kim Fairleigh 

(A/C) * Maynard (Buddy) Smith 
(A/C) * Robert Barton (NSW) * 
Annabelle Antazo (A/C) * Scott 
Miles (NSW) * Geoffrey 
Ricketts (QLD) * David Shine 

(A/C) * Ricardo (Rico) Santos (MNL) * Michael 
Reynolds (A/C) * Gary Curtis (VIC) *  

Welcome Back:    Errol Paradine (A/C) 

 

President’s Report 
by James Curtis-Smith – Sub-Branch President 

DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this 
newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant 

that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 

PRIVATE ADVERTISEMENT 

2 bedroom apartment for rent in the Don Bonafacio Sub Division 
Close to Marquee Mall and close to the Ponderosa Hotel 

Contact Philip Salmon 09287424628 (English only) 
or Christine Salmon 0929194929 (Tagalog & English) 
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 WAG of the Month Chris & Elsa Weeks 

Both Chris and Elsa spend many hours of their time 
together constructing the special wheelchairs that 
can take 6 - 9 man hours to complete and of course 
we see them at every Children's Medical Mission. 
Chris is our Welfare Officer who spends many 
hours "behind the scenes" helping not only 
children, but also members and their partners. Elsa 
is very instrumental in fitting children to special 
needs wheelchairs as she can interpret as required, 
especially when a child is being measured for a wheelchair. 

 

RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE 
AUGUST 2015 
 
Night Moves Club Raffle 
every Monday at 4:30 & 

6:00PM.  
 
Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday 
at 6.00 PM. 
 
MEDICAL MISSION * Angeles City Centre * 
Saturday 01 Aug 15 (mud map page 8) 
 
Tuesday 04 Aug 15 * 2.00 PM COMMITTEE 
Meeting * 2.00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 
* 4.00pm SWAGMAN *  PATIO INN * MARBLE 
INN 
Tuesday 11 Aug 15 * 2.00pm GENERAL 
MEETING * 2.00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 
* 4.00pm  SHIPWRECKED *  LOLLIPOP * KINGS 
LANDING  
_________________________//___________ 

Tuesday 18 Aug 15 * 11am VIETNAM 
VETERANS DAY  * 12pm  Drinks Ponderosa 
(see notice last page) 
 
Tuesday 25 Aug 15 * 2.00pm Social Tuesday 
Ponderosa 
 

 
secretary@rslangelescity.com    CELL +63-

9177956785 

 
Check out our web site 
WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM or Facebook for 
details or Email secretary@rslangelescity.com 
+639177956785 
 
 

 

 

 

As a result of our article in last months 

newsletter about making a will etc, 
member Vic Meller forwarded this article 

from a Canadian mate which gives more 

insight into passing away in the Philippines. 

Here it is as received: 

 

A friend asked me to email my circulation list 

a little about death duty aka inheritance tax. 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://icons.iconarchive.com/icons/delacro/id/256/Recent-Documents-icon.png&imgrefurl=http://concorddiscovery.boardhost.com/viewforum.php?id%3D9&h=256&w=256&tbnid=pK8ZawiiEhmmfM:&docid=FxIEI2YZuhrOMM&ei=jr6wVcb6H8euyAScm63QAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CFAQMygqMCpqFQoTCMb5qL2C8cYCFUcXkgodnE0LGg
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Canada, Australia and New Zealand have no 

inheritance tax. 

 

http://www.canadafaq.ca/what+is+inheritance

+tax+in+canada/  

 

However, the Philippines does. Estate Tax and 

Inheritance Tax are technically different but 

for matter of purpose; the land title cannot be 

changed until it is paid, the terms are 

interchangeable here in the Philippines. The 

most recent legislation came into effect on 

January 1, 1998. Do keep in mind that the 

family home is exempt up to 1 000 000P which 

at Angeles City property values is not a lot. 

Foreigners (non-Filipino citizens) can own 

land through inheritance. One should consider 

the state of the family's financial income when 

the bread winner is ushered into eternity, 

especially if your significant other(s) is 

primarily dependent on you for their income. 

With your income to the family cut off what is 

their immediate cash on hand? Their earning 

potential? Six months from the time of death 

the inheritance tax normally comes 

due. Installment payments can be 

arranged. Reviewing the tax amounts I find 

them steep. In some cases I am sure it would 

be a matter of 'selling the farm to pay the 

taxes'. The BIR (Bureau Internal Revenue) site 

is:  

 

http://www.bir.gov.ph/index.php/tax-

information/estate-tax.html 

 

another informative site: 

 

http://www.foreclosurephilippines.com/death-real-

estate-and-estate-tax/ 

 

_______________________________________//____________________________________________________//________________________  

Defence response to Mr Fluffy home insulation 
3 July 2015 | Media Release  

 

On 1 July 2015 the ACT Government Asbestos Response 

Taskforce released a register of residential addresses in the ACT 

affected by loose-fill asbestos insulation (also known as Mr 

Fluffy insulation). 

  

Current and former Defence personnel who resided in Canberra 

in the 1970s and 1980s may be concerned the home they 

occupied during this time was insulated with loose fill asbestos. 

  

Current and former Defence personnel who suspect they may 

have been exposed to asbestos as a result of their employment 

with Defence can participate by calling 1800 DEFENCE (1800 

333 362) and asking to be put through to the Defence Asbestos 

Exposure Evaluation Scheme (DAEES), or by visiting 

http://www.defence.gov.au/dpe/ohsc/programs/Asbestos/. 

  

Anyone who believes they may have lived in a Canberra home 

containing loose fill asbestos is encouraged to read the 

information available on the Asbestos Response Taskforce 

website. 

  

The Taskforce has a process that enables former tenants and 

home owners to establish if a property they resided in contained 

loose-fill asbestos and was part of a removal program. 

  

The ACT Government recently passed legislation that provides  

 

for a register of the addresses of affected residential premises to 

be made publicly available. 

  

The register will enable legislative and regulatory requirements, 

such as the mandating of asbestos management plans for these 

properties, attachment of new planning permissions and the 

capacity to break residential tenancies to take place. 

  

More information is available on the ACT Government Asbestos 

Response Taskforce website at: 

http://www.asbestostaskforce.act.gov.au. 

  

Media contact: 
Defence Media Operations (02) 6127 1999 

 

Issued by Ministerial and Executive Coordination and 
Communication, 
Department of Defence,  
Canberra, ACT 
Phone: 02 6127 1999 Fax: 02 6265 6946  

 

http://www.canadafaq.ca/what+is+inheritance+tax+in+canada/
http://www.canadafaq.ca/what+is+inheritance+tax+in+canada/
http://www.bir.gov.ph/index.php/tax-information/estate-tax.html
http://www.bir.gov.ph/index.php/tax-information/estate-tax.html
http://www.foreclosurephilippines.com/death-real-estate-and-estate-tax/
http://www.foreclosurephilippines.com/death-real-estate-and-estate-tax/
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ADVERTISING 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August is the month that we commemorate Vietnam Veterans Day, so it 

seems appropriate that the following poem by George (Warrie) Mansford, 

an Australian Army Veteran with Korean, Malaya and Vietnam Service.  

George went from Private soldier (we call them baggy-arses in our army) 

to Brigadier. 

Nashos were National Servicemen (called the Draft in the USA) who were 

selected for service in Vietnam. They did us proud. 

Our Nashos Did Us Proud 
 

Perhaps you were working in a bank or shearing sheep 
Whacking a ball for six or flirting with a sheila down the street 
When marbles rattled and your birthday tumbled in the draw 

Gawd, fair dinkum, talk about the bloody short straw 

You took the oath, then copped a medical and needles too 
Quickly learnt that in the army there was always a long queue 

Got to know the ARA mob who became brothers to you 
Then you went to war because Canberra Suits told you to 

 
The rugged mountains and paddy fields became your home 

Soaking rain and stifling heat as with rifle and pack you did roam 
No matter if Regs or Nashos, you all drank from the same cup 

Sharing, caring and then grieving when a comrade’s number was up  
 

Choppers, ambushes, mines and bunker systems became your life 
The grim reaper was busy as was the surgeon’s knife 

Long Tan, Balmoral, Coral, Binh Ba and other places you did fight 
Always with purpose and for what you believed to be right  

 
On return, how proud you marched through cheering crowds 
Carrying proud colours with Band and beating drums so loud 

The sweet unforgettable embraces with loved ones at last 
The curtain of war finally fell, leaving on stage a battle weary cast  

 
As is always the way of life with shell, grenade, knife and gun 

The price you paid was a bitter and costly one 
The fallen are remembered on sacred walls with pride and pain 

Others with invisible wounds suffer sleepless nights again and again    
 

Now in the early winter of life you reflect on where you’ve been 
Comes the pride and sometimes doubt of that military scene 

Let me proudly say of you and your regular army comrades too 
All of you were “chips off the old ANZAC block” and just as true blue 

 

Gmansford©January2015 
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Member Lee Townsend 

contributes this sad news 

Peter Strudwick (member) 
passed on info today at the 
passing of Jack ROGERS. 
Peter went to his 92nd 
Birthday Party last Tuesday 
and said he looked very sick, 
cancer being the condition.  
 
Peter emailed me to say Jack 
had passed away at 0900 hrs 
18/7/2015. He will be 
cremated at a private family 
service. 
 
Jack was an RSL member 
from 29 June 1995 until 2013. 
In 2014 his family grounded 

him from travel to Angeles 
City due to his health/age. 
Jack was always at the 
Medical Missions when in 
A/C and had a lot of friends 
there. 
 
Details of Jack:- 
Jack. M. ROGERS. Member ? 
95/153?  Rec # 30971. 
Service. RAAF Air Crew. 
WW2.  
Regt # 486255. DOB 
17/7/1923. Lived 
Scarborough, Perth. WA. 
RSL Member 29/6/1995-
2013. 
 
Please pass on to members 
and adjust records. 

Regards 

Lee T 

Editors note:  To many people, 
Jack was known as ‘Coconut 
Jack’. Until Jack’s family 
grounded him, he could be found 
wandering around the Philippines 
and regularly could be found on 
Apuao Grande Island in San 
Miguel Bay, Camarines Norte, 
Bicol Region with was owned by 
Swagman. Jack had many friends 
there. He could also be found on 
the east coast of Australia 
checking out mates on this side of 
the country.  RIP ‘Coconut’ Jack 

 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
 
This photo is from the last medical mission 
with Bruce Turner (Bruce seated, me on his 
right and my wife, Christine on his left) 
who visited us from Victoria. You may 
recall we informed the readers of his visit 
in the July Issue. Bruce is the President of 
Rosebud Sub Branch and also the Senior 
Advocate for Victoria State RSL 
 

Contributed by Philip Salmon Sub Branch Secretary 
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We have published earlier articles on member John Wallace who cuts firewood and sits outside his local supermarket in Victoria 
selling raffle tickets for a trailer load of wood. Here is a photo and story from his local newspaper captured at a recent raffle John 
conducted.    Photo and story compliments of local journalist Bronwyn Rumsden. 
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MINISTER FOR VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

 SENATOR THE HON. MICHAEL RONALDSON      

July 2015        VA072 

DESERT MOUNTED CORPS MEMORIAL IN 
ALBANY DECLARED A 

MILITARY MEMORIAL OF NATIONAL 
SIGNIFICANCE  

The Desert Mounted Corps Memorial in Albany, 
Western Australia, was today declared a Military 
Memorial of National Significance by the Minister 
for Veterans’ Affairs Senator the Hon. Michael 
Ronaldson. 

Senator Ronaldson joined the Federal Member 
for O’Connor, Mr Rick Wilson MP, and the Mayor 
of the City of Albany, Cr Dennis Wellington, to 
make the announcement at the Memorial. 

The memorial commemorates the men of the 
Australian Light Horse, as well as the New 
Zealand Mounted Rifles, the Imperial Camel 
Corps and the Australian Flying Corps who 
served in Egypt, Palestine and Syria during the 
First World War between 1916 and 1918. 

“Australia has a proud wartime history and it is 
important that those who served are remembered 
now and into the future,” Senator Ronaldson said. 

“It is an honour to officially declare the Desert 
Mounted Corps Memorial in Albany a Military 
Memorial of National Significance. It is fitting that 
this memorial receives this recognition during the 
Centenary of Anzac period – the most important 
period of commemoration in our nation’s history.” 

To be declared a Military Memorial of National 
Significance, the Desert Mounted Corps 
Memorial has satisfied the 10 criteria for listing as 
set out in the legislation.  These include a 
requirement for the Memorial to be appropriately 
dignified and symbolic, be of sufficient scale and 
be of commemorative importance to the 
community and the nation. 

“The Desert Mounted Corps Memorial is one of 
only two Military Memorials of National 

Significance in Western Australia, joining the 
HMAS Sydney II Memorial in Geraldton. This 
special status is awarded to memorials of 
national importance that are not located in the 
nation’s capital,” Senator Ronaldson said. 

Member for O’Connor Rick Wilson said the 
memorial’s bronze cast statue was a copy of the 
original, which was erected at Port Said in Egypt, 
and unveiled on 23 November 1932. 

“The Port Said memorial was irreparably 
damaged during the Suez crisis in 1956, 
however, the masonry was salvaged and brought 
to Australia for re-erection at the Albany site 
before being unveiled by former Prime Minister, 
the Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Menzies on 11 October 
1964,” Mr Wilson said. 

“The Desert Mounted Corps Memorial has always 
been a focal point for our community and it is a 
great honour that we have now received this level 
of recognition. 

“I encourage all visitors to Albany to make sure 
they visit this important Memorial, and pause to 
acknowledge the sacrifice of Australians who 
died for their nation in the Middle East during the 
First World War,” Mr Wilson said. 

Senator Ronaldson noted the support of the 
people of Albany for the Memorial and for the 
wider programme of commemoration associated 
with the Centenary of Anzac. 

“The people of Albany played an important role in 
the commemoration of the Centenary of Anzac, 
hosting a series of significant events here in 
October and November 2014.  The opening of 
the National Anzac Centre, and the better than 
expected visitor numbers over the first six months 
of operation, attest to the community’s deep 
engagement with our nation’s military history,” 
Senator Ronaldson said. 

“It is an honour and privilege to again visit Albany 
and to bestow this honour on the Memorial and, 
by extension, the people of the community who 
have cared for it for so many years.” 
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We feel sure 
that anyone 
moving 
independently 
to this Medical 
Mission site will 
be able to make 
it without a 
word picture. It 
isn’t too far from 
the Ponderosa, 
just follow the 
mud map. 

Just remember 
your army days 
marching, right, 
left, right, left and 
you are there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLEARANCE SALE 

FIESTA DAY SHIRTS 

Only 350p 

Limited Sizes 

Contact Kooka at 

Ponderosa Tuesday 

between 2 and 4 

Phone +639306915953 

Email: 

dimmessent@yahoo.com 

 

THE MAGIC SQUARE. Albrecht Durer 
and his Magic Square - created in 1514 - 

without computers 
   

 
Count top to bottom, left to right,  diagonally, two 
centre rows 5-8-9 and 12 = 34  likewise  10-11-6 and 7 = 34   
Try the corners  16-13-4 and 1 = 34 

All this without the benefit of a calculator or computer 
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AUSTRALIAN FILIPINOS  
IN THE VIETNAM WAR 

Part 1  :  Richard Allen Spain BEM 

With the commemoration of Vietnam Veterans Day coming up next month, it is 
worth noting that there were two Filipino-Australians who served with the 
Australian military forces in the Vietnam War.  

The Spain family  

Dionisio Antonio Puerte (1863-1926) travelled from Cebu to Thursday Island as 
a teenager in the 1870s to be a pearlshell diver. His surname ‘Puerte’ could not 
be understood or pronounced on Thursday Island, so he was instead called 
‘Antonio from Spain’ (his homeland still being a Spanish colony at that time), so 
‘Spain’ became his adopted surname.   

In Cooktown on 12 May 1885, Antonio married Elizabeth Massey (1866-1951) 
from London, and they raised four sons on Thursday Island. After living a decade 
in the Colony of Queensland, Antonio was naturalised as a British subject on 4 
April 1889.   

In 1894, Antonio and Elizabeth moved to Palmerston (Darwin): in total they had 
eleven sons and a daughter (although five sons died in infancy) – two of their 
boys served in the AIF during the Great War – Felix was wounded-in-action in 
France, and Percy had a less illustrious war record and died in 1919. 

Antonio Spain died of bowel cancer on 21 July 1926, aged 64, after having lived 
in Australia for about 50 years. Elizabeth Spain became known as the ‘Queen of 
Darwin’ for her extensive work for charitable organisations.  

During WW2, at least eighteen Filipino-Australians with a Northern Territory 
connection saw military service in some form, including three grandsons of 
Antonio and Elizabeth Spain. In addition, their eldest son Catalino, aged 54, was 
machine-gunned on Darwin wharf and then hurled into the water by a bomb blast 
while working on MV Neptuna on 19 February 1942.  

The Spain family’s contribution to Australian military history in two world wars did 
not end in 1945 however. 

Richard Allen Spain BEM (1937-1998) 

Dick Spain was a grandson of Antonio and Elizabeth Spain. He was born in 
Brisbane on 28 October 1937, the sixth child and second son of Joseph Dionisio 
Puerte Spain (1901-1991) and Annie Tosh of Brisbane – Joe Spain was the 
ninth child and ninth son of Antonio and Elizabeth Spain. 

Richard Spain first served with the Queensland Police from the late 1950s. On 
11 October 1960, Dick was awarded the ‘British Empire Medal for Gallantry’ for 
gallantry in apprehending an armed man.     

The British Empire Medal (BEM) had been created in 1922 (in Civil and Military 
divisions) to reward meritorious civil or military service worthy of recognition by 
the Crown, and was affiliated with the Order of the British Empire. The ribbon of 
the BEM in the Civil Division (since 1937) is rose-pink with pearl-grey edges. 
From 1940, the BEM could also be awarded for acts of gallantry not in the face 
of an enemy. From 14 January 1958, such bravery awards were formally 
designated the ‘British Empire Medal for Gallantry’, and consisted of the 
standard BEM with an emblem of crossed silver oak leaves worn on the ribbon. 
There have been only 169 awards of the ‘British Empire Medal for Gallantry’ in 
the Civil division made to Australians. 

Dick Spain then served with the Australian Regular Army from 1965 to 1987, as 
162724 Private Richard Allen Spain. Meanwhile, he married his first wife Elaine 
Thompson in Brisbane on 9 August 1965; they had two children. 

Dick saw active duty in South Vietnam with the Australian Force Vietnam 
Amenities and Welfare Unit from 27 August 1969 to 27 August 1970. The HQ 
AFV Amenities and Welfare Unit was located with the 1st Australian Logistic 
Support Group (1 ALSG) at Vung Tau. 

After returning to Australia, he continued to serve with the Australian Regular 
Army – with 25RQR in Toowoomba (1970-72); 9RAR (1972-73) and 6RAR in 
Brisbane (1973-76); 42RQR in Rockhampton (1976-80); WAUR in Perth (1980-
84); QUR in Brisbane (1984-86) and finally again with 25RQR (1986-87). 

Dick Spain retired in Toowoomba on 21 July 1987. Meanwhile he had received 
the National Medal on 15 November 1982 in recognition of 15 years’ service. 
Dick married Evelyn (‘Lyn’) Gladys Bird on 16 December 1992 in Toowoomba, 
Queensland. He passed away in Toowoomba on 29 May 1998. 

Dick Spain’s service continued the proud contribution of Filipino-Australians in 
the Australian military forces in four wars which dated back to 1915. 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

Image 1: Private Dick Spain, a veteran of South Vietnam service with the 
Australian Force Vietnam Amenities and Welfare Unit. He wears the ribbon of 
the British Empire Medal (BEM) in the Civil division – the crossed silver oak 
leaves on the ribbon show that it was an award for gallantry not in the face of an 
enemy – known correctly as the ‘British Empire Medal for Gallantry’. 

 

 Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established 
as a tribute to all Australian Service personnel and others 
who have served in the defence of Australia and 

Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger     |     
ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

 

mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel 

1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

President 

James Curtis-Smith 
Mobile: + 63-917-503-2602 
Email:   president@rslangelescity.com 

Vice Presidents 

Bob Barnes 
Mobile: +63-928-145-6756 
Email:   jeddabob@hotmail.com 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: +63-TBA 
Email:   garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 

Philip Salmon 
Mobile: +63-9287424628 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Treasurer 

Ronald (Ron) Parrott 
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Quartermaster                                      Editor 
David Messent                                                                   Larry Smith 
 Mobile: +63- 930 691 5953                                              Mobile: +61-411 725 676                                   

Email: dimmessent@yahoo.com                               Email:   editor@rslangelescity.com 

Do not forget that, if dialing ‘in country’ add in a 0  to the start of the number 

 

 

 

 

   

                             
  

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dimmessent@yahoo.com
mailto:editor@rslangelescity.com
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REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY 

 
As many are aware, our President is on 
extended sick leave, however, he is in 
continual contact with the executive who are 
acting on his behalf.  
The sign of a good leader is one that does not 
need to be in attendance continually, a good 
leader is one that can rely on his/her staff, 
committee or friends to attend to the day to 
day running of an organization.  
 
That is what we have in the Angeles City RSL 
Sub Branch. Naturally, James is missed at the 
meetings and functions and we all wish him a 
speedy recovery. 
 
The President would like to inform the 
members of our future events.  
 
The next big event is Vietnam Veterans Day 
commencing at the Clark Veterans Cemetery 
followed by festivities at the Ponderosa 
Hotel. (See the poster in the newsletter). 
 
 As August 18th is a scheduled meeting day, 
members are advised that the next General 
meeting will be held a week early on August 
11th.  
 
 
Our guest speaker will be his Excellency, 
Ambassador Bill Tweedle who has been a 
great supporter of the Angeles RSL.  
 
Our Vice President Gary Barnes will once 
again be the master of ceremonies, a job he 
does so well.  
 
Under the control of the color party is, as 
usual, the welfare office, Chris weeks. This 

will consist of Christine Salmon raising the 
Philippine flag, myself representing the 
Australian community, Chris weeks as an 
honorary kiwi for the day with the New 
Zealand flag and Big Jim with the American 
flag.  
 
Jim is the President of the American Vietnam 
Veterans of America here in the Philippines. 
 
 Early in September, we will again have the 
“Fat Boys” visit the Philippines. Sept 4th will 
be a charity Golf Tournament to be held at 
Mimosa Golf Club followed by a charity 
Rugby Tournament on Sept 5th at Clark Air 
Base.  
 
A special thanks to Lindsey Drury who is the 
“behind the scenes” man for these events. It 
should be noted that the Fat Boys make a 
generous donation to our Sub Branch which 
helps us to finance the Medical Missions.  
 
On the subject of financing the missions, the 
members would like to give a special thank 
you to 2 Ozzies in Heathcote, Victoria, Mr 
John Wallace and Colin Carrington. They are 
the ones that conduct monthly wood raffles 
in the winter months and donate all of the 
proceeds to our Sub Branch.  
 
Once again, through our editor Larry, we all 
wish James a speedy recovery and look 
forward to his leadership and direction. 
 
 
Philip Salmon 
 
Secretary



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES Issue 100  
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Returned & Services League of Australia 

Angeles City Sub Branch, Philippines  

MINUTES OF MONTHLY 
GENERAL MEETING HELD  

21st JULY 2015 

Call to order: at 1400 hrs. 

Prior to the Ode, informed the members that former member JACK ROGERS passed away just after his 92nd birthday. Jack was a member 
from 29th June 1995 till 2013 when he was grounded by his family.  

Ode to the fallen  Vice President Bob Barnes 

Attendance:   19 (as per registered) 

Apologies: -   President James Curtis Smith 
Bill Barnes 
Graham Ross 
 

New members/transfers: Terry Reid (social member) 
Note: New members/transfers where recognized later in the meeting due to 
an error by the secretary in the agenda.  

 
Visitors:   None in attendance 

Vice President’s Report: 
Vice President Bob Barnes advised the members that the President is on an extended leave of 
absence due to his health. President James may not be able to attend until the end of this term 
February 2016. This was agreed to at the committee meeting held 7th July. 

As Vietnam Veterans Day falls on a Tuesday, it was agreed that the August Committee Meeting 
be held on Friday 14th August at 1400hrs and was recorded as such in the minutes.  

It was agreed at the last committee meeting that items for publication for Kooka will be sent via 
the secretary.  

Both committee and general meetings have been trying to find the true name of “Shorty” who 
donated the model Huey. Kooka advised his name is Ross Hale. Gary Barnes was advised of the 
name and will organize a plaque for display. 

Also from committee, several members will be absent soon which will affect the weekly raffles. 
This should be discussed in general business. 

Matters arising: 
It was decided that the next general meeting be held one week early and will take place on the 
11th August. Chris Weeks (welfare) will hold the welfare meeting on the 18th 

 

Minutes of meeting held May 19th 2015  
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Copies of minutes were available on the tables. The chairman asks the members to peruse the 
minutes of the general meeting held 16th July 2015. 
NOTE: The minutes have the article published in the McIvor times attached.  

 
MOTION: that the minutes of the general held July 16th 2015 as tabled be accepted as a true 
and accurate record  
Moved   Chris Weeks  Seconder Ron Parrott  Carried  
 

Matters arising from minutes: 
At the general meeting held 16th June, Bill Barnes suggested that an article be placed in the 
newsletter telling members to get their affairs in order. This was attended to and a short entry 
was placed as suggested.  

 
Treasurer’s report: 

Ron presented his report which included a detailed breakdown of the item “incidentals” (Copy of 
report attached to the original minutes) 
Note: Lindsay pointed out that the cheque from the “Fat Boys” has not arrived 
 
MOTION: The treasurer’s report be accepted as tabled and read. 
Moved:  Ron Parrott  Seconder Gary Barnes  Carried 

Inward correspondence: 
Journalist Bronwyn Lumsden  permission granted to use the article in the next newsletter  

 John Wallace    $370 to CBA ac/. Receipt No handed to treasurer 
 Jerry Townsend   Advising Re: passing of Jack Roger 
 Defense News. Via National RSL Re: asbestos “Mr Fluffy Insulation”   
 American Legion Post 10  Re: Memorial Service for Maurice Fortune 
 Victoria RSL    Ballot papers 
 
Outward Correspondence: - 

Editor of McIvor Times Seeking permission to use the article in the next newsletter 
 Bruce Turner    Copy McIvor Times  
 Larry (editor)    Advising Larry re: Kooka 

Whom it may concern Confirming that Robert Lewis young was treasurer for 8 years. 
American Legion post 123  Vietnam Veterans poster  

 Vietnam Vets, Philippines  Vietnam Veterans Poster 
 

 
MOTION: The inward correspondence be accepted and the outward correspondence be endorsed 
Moved:  Philip Salmon Seconder:  Kooka  Carried 

 
Matters arising from Correspondence: 

Re: American Legion Post 10. Gary Barnes, Chris Weeks, Kooka and the secretary will attend the 
Memorial Service at Clark Veterans Cemetery 23rd October at 1000hrs.  

Re: “Mr Fluffy” Insulation. Copy to be sent to Gary Barnes, Bob Barnes and also Larry (editor) to 
include in the next newsletter. 

RSL Ballot papers referred to committee 
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Welfare Report: 

(Chris Weeks) Still sorting out the affairs of Terry Clarke.  
Only one special wheelchair issued this month. 
Chis has the last copy of the medical mission’s photo album from Anthony Cullen to replace the 
one that was loaned by Bill Hall. The album that was loaned was given to Bruce Turner. 
 
(Greg Mann) 12 patients have received hearing aids in the last 30 days with 18 more tested and 
molds made. 
Treasurer Ron Parrott is to have hearing aids. (Note: everyone cheered!!!!!)  

 
Membership Report: 

Ray advised that the membership records are up to date, we currently have 436 financial 
members. (Note: this number may increase when members return to the Philippines) 

 
General Business: 

Several posters where on the tables. Members were asked to get posters into as many bars, 
clubs & hotels etc. 

 Admission tickets are printed and handed to Kooka. 
Ray has spoken to the “Blue Book” and has managed to get a full page advert for Vietnam 
Veterans Day for free. This will be a normal page with 4 colors, the art work will be by the Blue 
Book team.   

 
 Gary Barnes: still waiting for the 4,500 peso from the Embassy for wreaths. 

Minor debate on the mail delivery. It was decided that the secretary write to State RSL 
requesting that all mail be sent to the secretary, C/O Ponderosa. 
 
Ray: Raffles are taken care of when he and Kooka are away, Lindsay is going to help. 
 
Ref: Audiologist. It was decided at the committee meeting that the audiologist receive 300 peso 
per month to cover the cost of her personal phone contacting our clients. 
 
Re: the fat Boys. Still waiting to hear what extra help they are seeking, it could be food for the 
children in which case, a professional caterer could be the answer. 
The truck will cost approx. 12,000 to repair. Lindsay itemized the items that require repair. 
Ref: free medicines to the bars (October). Lindsay suggested we issue free multivitamins and a 
mozzie net instead of the other medications. This is referred to committee.   
Lindsay questioned the next general election and the suggestion by Bruce Turner that ½ the 
members vacate and ½ remain in the positions held also are we going to be annual or bi-annual. 
Vice President advised it will be dealt with prior to the AGM as our constitution would need 
amendment and approved by Victorian Branch. 
Lindsay handed out mud maps for the next medical mission 
 
Ray mentioned “Electric Voting”, Kooka suggested that be referred to committee and debated 
when the President can be present. 
 
Bruce McTavish mentioned “Hearing Aids at Subic”. Secretary has sent a copy of e mail to Greg 
Mann re the hearing aids. 
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General Business Continued: 

Re: the last medical mission. A water station was set up at the entrance to the mission by a local 
politician who is prepared to do the same at other missions. Another company is prepared to set 
up water stations at missions that are not in our area.  
At the last mission, “Starfish” water had sent 4 staff to help.  
 
Scott Chambers asked if anyone has heard the rumor that the Ponderosa has been sold, he 
advised that he is negotiating to purchase so the RSL will be safe. 
 
Kooka advised that Mark Tuner has donated 2 books. 
He stated that the web site is not up to date, the Vice President instructed the secretary to 
contact Gerald Slide and ask him to amend as required. 
 
Secretary asked if 2 fiesta shirts could be sent to John Wallace and Colin Carrington in 
appreciation to the work they do on the wood raffles. All members present agreed. 
 
Ron mentioned a statement for $1,000 from RSL Victoria Branch. He advised it’s an annual fee 
from state instead of the capitation fees we are used to. 
Ron will attend to updating the honor boards.  
 

The raffle was drawn prior to the end of the meeting. 
  
 

There being no further business, the Vice President closed the meeting at 1507 hrs. 
 

   

 

  

   

 

  

P
et

er
 R

en
to

n
 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 100  16 

 

 

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 

 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 

The President of the Angeles City RSL Sub Branch 
invites you to join us in remembering those who made 

 the supreme sacrifice so we can live in safety. 
 

Please join us on the anniversary of “The Battle of Long Tan” 
Tuesday 18th August 2015 

At Clark Veterans Cemetery at 1100hrs followed by lunch and 
camaraderie at the Ponderosa Resort, Mt. View.  

(CHILDREN WELCOME)  
 

They shall grow not old 
As we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, 
Nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun 
And in the morning, 

We will remember them 
 

                         LEST WE FORGET 

 

 

ADMISSION TO THE PONDEROSA RESORT 350 PESO or 500 PESO A DOUBLE 
WHICH INCLUDES 3 “FREE” RAFFLE TICKETS (CHILDREN FREE) 

INCLUDES FREE SAUSAGE SIZZLE AND LOCAL DRINKS. 
RAFFLES IN THE AFTERNOON. 

BRING THE FAMILY 
 

 


