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President’s Report - June 
2015 

I am mindful that my leave of 
absence is up at the end of this 
month.  Sadly my medical 
prognosis is not good and I am off 
the booze again and more 

concentrated therapy including diet etc has been 
prescribed, and I will be unable to resume my duties 
at any time soon.   

I have spoken to the Committee and no doubt 
decisions will be made soon as to what is best for our 
Sub Branch half way through the year. 

As I said in the last report, the Sub Branch still hums 
along as usual notwithstanding the President’s 
absence, (and I note, absence of key members of the 
Committee from time to time).  Rather than being a 
disaster with such absences, it is with some pride that 
I note things in this Sub Branch do not stop because 
one or other of what may be called key players is 

away, and rather, things continue with what might 
even be seen as renewed enthusiasm of those who fill 
in for the absentees. 

This has been particularly so and both Vice Presidents 
Bob Barnes and Gary Barnes have done and continue 
to do a great job. 

Whilst the adage of “he who become indispensable 
should be dispensed with” remains true it is clear to 
me that your President is not indispensable and 
should not be dispensed with !!   At least not until 
now ? 

JAMES  E. CURTIS-SMITH  

President 

____________________________//_____________________________ 

 

President’s Report 
by James Curtis-Smith – Sub-Branch President 
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RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE JULY 2015 
 
Night Moves Club Raffle every Monday at 4:30PM  & 
6:00PM.  
 
Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday at 6.00 PM. 
 
MEDICAL MISSION - Dona Maria Sub Division Saturday 04 
Jul 15  (DAU)  MUD MAP Page 11 
 
Tuesday  06 Jul 15 * 2.00 PM... COMMITTEE Meeting * 
2.00PM  Social Tuesday Ponderosa * 4.00PM WOBBLY 
BOOT * DR HOLMS * ERUPTIONS 
 
Tuesday 13 Jul 15 * 2.00PM WELFARE COMMITTEE * 
2.00PM  Social Tuesday Ponderosa * 4.00PM  KINGS HEAD 
*  VALHALLA *  LA BAMBA  
 
Tuesday 20 Jul 15 * 2.00PM  GENERAL MEETING * 2.00PM  
Social Tuesday Ponderosa * 4.00PM HONKY TONKS * HT 
LOUNGE * RHAPSODY’S  
 
Tuesday 27 Jul 15 * 2.00PM Social Tuesday Ponderosa * 
4.00* PONDEROSA 
 
Check out our web site WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM or 
Facebook for details or Email 
secretary@rslangelescity.com +639177956785 
_____________________________//___________________________ 

 

New members for June 

Darren Cox (NT) * Thomas McInerheney (SA) * 
Alan Woodburn (A/C) * Michael McClean (QLD) 
* Ian Horrocks (WA) * Nigel Gregory (A/C) * 
John Harry (A/C) * Peter Wilkin (VIC) * Andrew 
Gartrell (Tarlac PI) * 

 

 

New Cards that arrived at the Ponderosa on the 06 Jun 15 
 

John Costelloe   Service 1436226 
Jason Doyle        Service 1434995 
Edward Farren   Service 1434988 

Anthony Hickie   Affiliate 1436228 
Jeffrey Quinn     Affiliate 1367845 
Darryl Macarty  Service 1022271 
Terry Reed         Social  1437061 
Ron Spiteri         Social 1434998 

Phillip Terrell     Service 1437055 
Keith Wyatt       Social 1434991 

 

We ask that when you enter the Ponderosa, 
check at reception and ask for your new card. 

______________________//______________ 

 

It is deep regret that we advise members that 
in the last month we have lost three of our 

members. 

Gunner Wagner 
Terence Kilgour  
Terry John Clarke 

(We have some advice 
on page 3 in this 
newsletter. Please take 
note of it). 

_____________________//_______________________________ 
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Once again we have 
had members pass 
away recently with 
one not having made 
any preparations for 
his family. He did not 
make out a WILL. 
We have advised 
members on many 
occasions to make 

things easier for their family in the event of their 
death.  We had a saying in the army of the seven P’s- 
Prior Preparation & Planning Prevents Piss Poor 
Performance- and it is very relevant in every day life. 
 
President Jim Curtis-Smith is a lawyer (retired) and 
has offered to assist members in making out a will, 
but has been underwhelmed in this area. 
Our Welfare Section is not the right group to sort out 
the mess after you have gone, if you go INTESTATE 
(no will). Popping off INTESTATE is probably the worst 
scenario that can happen. 
 
If you are a veteran and receiving a pension from Vet 
Affairs, make sure you register your partner with 
them. If you are an EDA or T&PI Pensioner, and have 
registered your partner, our Welfare section should 
be able to secure her a war widows pension from 
DVA. Likewise if you die and the death certificate 
indicates you died from an accepted war 
injury/disease, a partner pension may be granted. 
There is a lot of assistance after the event IF you lay 
the groundwork first. 
There are also different rules in the Philippines that 
you may not be familiar with, which could be 
different from your country, eg, in Australia we got rid 
of death duties decades ago, but they apply in the 
Philippines. Do your checking right now. 
DO NOT LEAVE IT TOO LATE FELLAS, GET 
PREPARATIONS IN ORDER AND SAVE HEARTBREAK 
LATER. 

Member/WAG of the Month 

 
Analyn Bulan 

The monthly Medical Missions would not run 

if it was not for the great support of the 

WAGs. During the Philippine holiday period 

in April, May and June, the Medical Missions 

were desperately short of nurses. Fortunately, 

Analyn Bulan stepped in and increased her 

workload to assist as a competent nurse and 

General Diagnosis. When you look over at her 

table about 10:30am, Analyn is weary from the 

continuous children. Analyn’s dedication to 

Medical Missions earn her the June 

WAG/Member of the month 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Once again we have had mem bers pass away 
recently with one not having made any 

preparations for his family. He did not make out 

a WILL. 

We have advise d members on many occasions 

to make things ea sier for their family in the 
event of their death.  We had a sayi ng in the 

army of the seven P’s- Prior Preparation & 

Planning Prevents Piss Poor Performance- and 

it is very relevant  

has offered to assi st members in making out a 
will, but has  

receiving a pension from Vet Affairs, make sure 

you There are also different rules in the of 

death dutie s decade s ago, but 

Once again we have had mem bers pass away 

,  

 

               We Need Your Blood! 
Help us to maintain our blood supplies by                                              
donating blood at the AUF Hospital Red  
Cross Blood Bank and credit to our RSL. 

Doesn’t take much time and it will be 
appreciated. 
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Brain teaser: This logic 

problem from a Hong 

Kong elementary school 

entrance exam has 

become a viral 

sensation, leaving many 

adults stumped. 

Children, however, can 

solve it in 20 seconds  

Based on the visible 

numbers, the students 

are asked to determine 

the number of the spot where the car is parked. 

If you can't solve it right away, you're not alone: apparently, many 

adults have been stumped by the first-grade entrance exam question. 

At first glance it might seem like logic or algebra is needed to find the right answer. 

But, as it turns out, the solution is much easier than it first appears. 

  
 

 

 

 

President’s Report - June 2015 

 

I am mindful that my leave of absence is up at 

the end of this month.  Sa dly my  

 

medical prognosis is not good and I am off the 

booze agai n and more  

 

concentrated  

President  

 

 

 

 

 

By the time that you read this 
newsletter, we will have in attendance 
Mr Bruce Turner from Victoria State 
RSL. Bruce is the Senior RSL Advocate 
for the Vicoria. State Branch and also 
the President of Rosebud Sub Branch. 

He has offered his assistance with 
pensions/appeals which will soon be 

able to be done with Bruce on Line. It is 
anticipated that Bruce will accompany 
us to our Medical Mission at Dona Maria 
Sub Division DAU.  

After the mission, we will go to the 
Ponderosa Resort to celebrate 
American Independence Day, hosted by 
the Vietnam Veterans of America. 

MR Keith Payne VC OAM was mentioned in the Queens 
Birthday Honours list for 2015. 
 
His award reads ‘For significant service to veterans and 
their families as an ambassador, patron and as an 
advocate for veterans health and welfare’. I am unsure of 
the protocol now, I think he Mr Keith Payne VC  AM  OAM.. 
 
Well done Keith 
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MINISTER FOR VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

SENATOR THE HON. MICHAEL RONALDSON 
Thur sday, 25 Ju ne 2015                  VA066 

65 YEARS SINCE THE START OF THE 
KOREAN WAR 

On the 65th anniversary of the beginning of the 
Korean War, the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, 
Senator the Hon. Michael Ronaldson, 
encouraged Australians to remember those who 
served in what is often called the ‘forgotten war’. 

“Today marks 65 years since the start of the 
Korean War, a war in which some 18,000 
Australians served, including during the post-
armistice period, with more than 350 Australians 
losing their lives and some 1,500 wounded.” 

“In addition to fighting a determined enemy, our 
soldiers, sailors and airmen endured the 
hardships of extreme weather conditions, fighting 
in freezing temperatures during winter and in 
scorching heat in summer,” Senator Ronaldson 
said. 

Our nation fought as part of the United Nations 
(UN) force defending South Korea against North 
Korean and later also Chinese forces.  It was on 
this day in 1950 that North Korean forces 
launched their invasion of the south, crossing the 
border and advancing toward the South Korean 
capital of Seoul, which they captured within days. 

“Three years of fighting followed as the UN came 
to the aid of South Korea.  Australia’s presence in 
South Korea carried on into the post-armistice 
period (1953–57), providing support to a country 
ravaged by war.  With no official peace treaty 
signed at the conclusion of the fighting on 27 July 
1953, the state of war between North and South 
Korea persists to the present day.” 

“Today, we acknowledge the start of the Korean 
War, including the impact it had on the lives of 
many Australians, and we pay our respects to 
those who served and those who lost loved 
ones,” Senator Ronaldson

_______________________//____________________________________ 

ANOTHER HEALTH HINT 
How many folks do you know who say they don't want to 
drink anything before going to bed because they'll have to 
get up during the night!! 
 
Something else I didn't know ... I asked my Doctor why do 
people need to urinate so much at night time. 
Answer from my Cardiac Doctor: Gravity holds water in 
the lower part of your body when you are upright (legs 
swell). 
 
When you lie down and the lower body (legs, etc.) is level 
with the kidneys, it is then that the kidneys remove the 
water because it is easier. This then ties in with the last 
statement! 
 
I knew you need your minimum water to help flush the 
toxins out of your body, but the following info was news to 
me. 

 
Correct time to drink water. 
Very Important. From A Cardiac Specialist ! 
Drinking water at a certain time maximizes its 
effectiveness on the body: 
2- glasses of water after waking up - helps activate 
internal organs 
1- glass of water 30 minutes before a meal - helps 
digestion 
1- glass of water before taking a bath - helps lower blood 
pressure  (who knew ??? ) 
1- glass of water before going to bed - avoids stroke or 
heart attack  (good to know!) 
I can also add to this... My Physician told me that water at 
bed time will also help prevent night time leg cramps. 
Your leg muscles are seeking hydration when they cramp 
and wake you up with a Charlie Horse.   (this I know for 
sure!) 
(and no need to contact your GP about this 
hint)                                                  

 

'Life is a one time gift' 
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◄ Left is the last picture of our 
British member Terry Clarke at 
our last Medical Mission. 

Terry died on June 10th just 
short of his 69th Birthday. He 
was EX Royal Navy Reserve. 

He had been suffering chest 
pains and marked shortness of 
breath for some months, but 
refused to give up smoking or 
visit the doctor about his 
symptoms. He was rushed to 
St Raphael Hospital but they 
could not resuscitate him. 

Terry was cremated on 15th of 
June.   RIP  Terry 

 

◄Here are some 
pictures taken at 
our last Medical 
Mission  conducted 
at Nothville 
Barangay located 
out along the 
Magalang Road. It 
has been five years 
since our last visit 
and the community 
was very happy to 
see the RSL Medical 
Mission. During the 
medical mission 
1300 children were 
provided with much 
needed medicines 
and wheels chairs. 

 

 

***  The answer to the Car Park question on page 4. Look at the quiz as if you are driving 
into the parking slot !! 
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These are some of the reasons we conduct the monthly 
medical missions. Other than give our volunteer members 
and WAGS a good feeling, it is the joy that we see on the 
faces of the children when they are presented with their 
bags of medications and vitamins. Then the look of 
appreciation from the parents when a disabled child goes 
home in a new wheelchair.  

Details are taken of severely disabled children who are 
later on fitted to one of our special wheelchairs, or the 
children who are later fitted with hearing aids. 

We can only do these medical missions by our volunteers 
giving their time to conduct raffles as fund-raising for our 
charity account, then fronting up at the missions, 
organizing children through the examination system, 
guiding them to our pharmacy for distribution of their 
medicines and others entertaining the kids. Keep up the 
good work.  

All photo’s used are complements of our media officer 
Anthony Cullen  



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES Issue 99  
 

AUSTRALIAN FILIPINOS  
IN WORLD WAR 2 
 
Part 8  :  Miguel Louis Perez 
 
Miguel Louis Perez was one of 
seventeen Filipino-Australians with a 
Northern Territory connection who 
volunteered for military service 
during World War 2 – he was a 20 
year old Filipino-Australian pilot in 
the  
RAAF, a Flying Officer in command of 
a Lancaster heavy bomber, when he 
was killed-in-action in 1945. 
 

Rafael Ponce 
 
Miguel Louis Perez was born in 
Darwin on 19 August 1924, the third 
child of Rafael and Mary Perez.  
His mother was born Pantaleona 
Mary Ponce, the daughter of Rafael 
Ponce, one of Darwin’s early  
‘Manilamen’. When Rafael died in 
April 1928, aged 69, he was recalled 
as, “a very old resident of  
Darwin, having resided here for 
practically a lifetime”. His wife had 
died in 1922, and Rafael was  
survived by two children, two step-
children, and several grandchildren. 
Among them, four grandsons  
served during World War 2, the sons 
of his daughter (Mrs Mary Perez). 
 
During the war, his stepson Francisco 
Augustus Chavez was killed during 
the air raid on Darwin wharf  
on 19 February 1942, while one 
grandson lost his life over Europe 
serving with the RAAF. 
 

The Perez family 
 
Mary Ponce married Mr Rafael Perez 
in Darwin’s Roman Catholic Church: 
they lived in Wood Street,  
and their sons all attended St 
Joseph’s Convent School. After the 
bombing raids on Darwin, Rafael and 
Mary evacuated their family and 
lived in Moore Park, NSW until 1946.  

Miguel Perez 
 
Miguel Perez enlisted in the RAAF in 
Sydney on 7 November 1942 under 
the name ‘Michael Perez’. He  
qualified as aircrew, became an 
Airman Pilot (rank of Sergeant) on 29 
July 1943, and was promoted to  
Temporary Flight-Sergeant on 29 
January 1944.  
 
He was then commissioned on 25 
October 1944, and appointed Acting 
Flying Officer on 7 December  
1944, as a pilot with No. 207 
Squadron RAF (Bomber Command) at 
RAF Station Spilsby in  
Lincolnshire, England.  
 
On that day he undertook his first 
operational mission, a Lancaster 
bombing mission over Munich. He 
flew two further operational 
missions on 1 January (over 
Dortmund) and 5 January 1945 
(Royan).  
 
On 6 January 1945, he undertook his 
fourth mission, as the Australian 
captain of a Lancaster III bomber  
‘NE168’ with six RAF crew members. 
This was a night bombing mission 
over Houffalize in Belgium to  
attack German supply routes in the 
Belgian Ardennes.  
 
The aircraft was engaged by ground 
anti-aircraft fire, and it is believed 
that the bomb-load exploded –  
the aircraft was destroyed 
immediately. Michael Perez and his 
crew were posted as missing, 
although it was later found that one 
of the Air Gunners had parachuted 
and survived the crash, although he 
was taken POW. 
 

In 1948, Michael’s body and the 
bodies of the five crew members 
were recovered in the woods near  
Houffalize, near the border with 
Luxembourg, and buried on a nearby 
farm. Their remains were later  
interred in the Houffalize municipal 
cemetery, about 2 kilometres north 
of the village along the Rue du  
Liège.  
 
In the investigation conducted in 
early 1949 only three of the crew 
could be positively identified, so the  
remains of Michael Perez and the 
two others were buried in a 
collective grave in plot 1B-1C, with  
individual headstones erected by the 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission. 
 
In Darwin, a bronze plaque was 
affixed to the base of the Darwin 
Cenotaph to honour the fallen from  
World War 2: included on this list is 
Flying Officer Michael Perez.  
 
Michael Perez is also listed on the 
Roll of Honour at the Australian War 
Memorial in Canberra, together  
with three other Filipino-Australians: 
William Gar and his brother Matthew 
Garr from WW1, and Joseph 
Louis Cesar Conanan from WW2. 
 
Approximately 10,000 Australians 
served in Bomber Command – 3,486 
of them were killed, some 20%  
of Australia’s combat deaths during 
the war. 
 
Manilaman Rafael Ponce did not live 
to see World War 2, but he had four 
grandsons serve in uniform,  
including Miguel Perez and his three 
brothers. The substantial 
contribution of this Filipino-
Australian  
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family to Australia’s wartime history 
should not be forgotten.  
 
Paul A Rosenzweig     
ThanksDigger@gmail.com 
 
More info at: 
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.
Digger 
 
Captions    Image 1 ▼ 

 
 
Miguel Louis Perez at the time of 
volunteering for the RAAF in 
November 1942, aged 18. 
                  image 2  ► 

 
 
The name of Michael Perez is 
commemorated on the Roll of 
Honour at the Australian War 
Memorial in Canberra (panel 128). 
 
Image 3   ▼ 
 

 

A sympathy card such as this might 
have been received by Rafael and 
Mary Perez in honour of their  
son’s death in World War 2.  
 
 
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page 
has been established as a tribute to 
all Australian Service personnel and 
others who have served in the 
defence of Australia and Australia’s 
interests. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.
Digger     |     
ThanksDigger@gmail.com       

 

 

ADVERTISING 

 
 

                                                    

 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
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▼ A disabled child is fitted and presented with a special wheelchair as part of our 
programme of wheelchair donations. Another family’s life has just been made a 
lot easier as they can now include their child in normal family activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

 

 

 

   

                          

www.beyondtheblackstump.com 
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Mud Map for Medical Mission 

at Dona Maria Sub Division DAU 
on 15 July 2015 

Usual arrangement for 
transportation from Ponderosa

There is limited parking in 
those back streets so if you 
can car pool or ride the bus 
it may be better. 
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Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel 

1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, 
Philippines 

 

President 

James Curtis-Smith 
Mobile: + 63-917-503-2602 
Email:   president@rslangelescity.com 

Vice Presidents 

Bob Barnes 
Mobile: +63-928-145-6756 
Email:   
jeddabob@hotmail.com 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: +63-TBA 
Email:   
garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

 

 

Secretary 

Philip Salmon 
Mobile: +63-9287424628 
Email:   
secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Treasurer 

Ronald (Ron) Parrott 
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939 
Email:   
treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Quartermaster                                      Editor 
‘Kooka’                                                                                 Larry Smith 

 Mobile: +63 930 628 1813                                             Email:   

editor@rslangelescity.com              Email: dimmessent@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 

 

 

 

tel:%2B63%20930%20628%201813
mailto:editor@rslangelescity.com
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DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. 
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or 

opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 

 

 

 

  TOWNHOUSE AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

Medical Mission co-ordinator Lindsay Drury has a 2 bedroom 

townhouse for rent from July. 

It is a small complex in quiet, secure location and close to 
everything in Plaridel 1. 
Only foreigner (Oz) neighbors in other units. 
PHP 10,000 month plus utilities. 

 

Lindsay can be contacted on Ph 0947 133 5998. Or catch up with him at the next medical mission 

 If you look at the Mast Head on page 1 it indicates that this newsletter is number 
99. 

That means that July will make it, as we say in Australia a ‘ton’ which means 100 
newsletters since we started way back when?? 

Another milestone for our sub branch.   Ed 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.getreallive.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Logo_onWhite_JPG.jpg&imgrefurl=http://loved-dolls.blogspot.com/2014/01/building-house.html&h=1800&w=2600&tbnid=iCmL_zYVytz-HM:&zoom=1&docid=EVSvyl2g4hkAJM&ei=w3OOVdHcNMetmAWR_5-gAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CD8QMygOMA4
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 The President of the Angeles City RSL Sub Branch  

invites you to join us in remembering those who made the 

supreme sacrifice so we can live in safety. 
 

Please join us on the anniversary of “Long Tan day” 

Tuesday 18th August 2015 

at Clark Veterans Cemetery at 1100hrs followed by lunch and 

camaraderie at the Ponderosa Resort, Mt. View.  

(CHILDREN WELCOME)  

 

They shall grow not old 

As we that are left grow old. 

Age shall not weary them, 

Nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun 

And in the morning,  

We will remember them 

   

 

LEST WE FORGET  


