
RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES Issue 98  
 

 

 

 

RSL 
Angeles City Sub Branch 

Philippines 

NEWSLETTER # 98  

May 2015 
 

   

WEBSITE: WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM    FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/RSLACITY    

 

 

 

President’s Report - May 2015 
 

This month has been a relatively 
quiet month for the Sub Branch, 
although of course your Committee 
has continuing and constant activity 
to ensure that the Sub Branch 
continues effectively.  Due to my 
present commitments to cardiac 

therapy, I have been absent from meetings on 
Tuesdays.  Both Vice Presidents,  
Bob Barnes and now Gary Barnes have chaired the 
meetings and are continuing to do so. All other 
members of the Committee have been continuing to 
do their assigned and in some cases volunteered jobs.  
Ron Parrott, outside of his portfolio as Treasurer, has 
been painstakingly collating and digitizing our 
membership records since our Charter in 1994.  With 
in excess of 1100 members past and present, some of 
whom have experienced misspelling of their names in 
various years on receipt books or other, this has been 
a mammoth task.  I know that he has been assisted 
by Ray Stenhouse, Lee Townsend, Colin Whelan and 

others and that the historical recording is nearly 
finished, and I want to thank these guys particularly 
and all others who have volunteered even a little bit 
of information to clear things up. 
We still need help in attendance and waving the flag 
with Ray Stenhouse at our raffles at Phillies on 
Saturday nights.  Please, even if you can attend only 
once a month, please do so.  Be at Phillies at about 
6.00pm, tell Ray you are there, and then for the next 
couple of hours maybe do a little job or two, but 
predominantly drink beer (or other) and watch the 
footy or do a bit of birdwatching of the  
passing parade along Fields Avenue.  Please wear 
your RSL shirt.  It is not the hardest working bee in 
the world, and to the contrary is an activity envied, I 
am sure, by many of RSL members in other Sub 
Branches in Australia. 
Finally this month, I have had he experience in the 
last couple of weeks in assisting to wind up the 
estates of two deceased members.  In one case he 
died over three years ago.  In both cases the time 
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taken was because the deceased did not, prior to his 
death make a Will, and more importantly had not 
planned his affairs or dealt with his assets in such a 
way to avoid problems for his family and friends that 
he left behind. In both cases there were grown up 
children in Australia and much younger child(ren) by 
a different mother in the Philippines. Both cases 
involved superannuation and assets both in Australia 
and here.  One of the features of holding assets in the 
Philippines that we overlook, is death duties.  Have 
been abolished in Australia for years but very much 

alive for foreigners in particular, here in the 
Philippines. 
 
I will touch more on this topic, and give FREE legal 
advice (WOW) in future newsletters. 
 
JAMES E. CURTIS-SMITH  
 
President 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________//_____________________________________________________________ - 

 NEW MEMBERS 

Terry Reed  (A/C) * Colin Dyer (QLD) * 
Robert Young  (A/C) *  

Yuksel Bektas (A/C) * 

                                  

RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE JUNE 2015 

Night Moves Club Raffle every Monday at 4:30 & 
6:00PM.  

Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday at 6.00 
PM. 

MEDICAL MISSION Northville Barangay Cutud, 
Angeles Saturday 06 Jun 15  ( See Mud map on page 
3 below) 

Tuesday  02 Jun 15 2.00 PM... COMMITTEE Meeting 
2.00 Social Tuesday Ponderosa * 4.00 GARFIELD’S * 
DRILL SHACK * FIRE PIT 

Tuesday 09 Jun 15 2.00 PM WELFARE COMMITTEE  
2.00 Social Tuesday Ponderosa * 4.00pm  PORKY’S * 
BABY DOLLS * MISCHIEF  

Tuesday 16 Jun 15 2.00 pm GENERAL MEETING 
2.00 Social Tuesday Ponderosa 4.00pm * PARADISE 
* LOLLIPOPS * GECKOS 

Tuesday 23 Jun 15 2.00pm GENERAL MEETING 
2.00pm  Social Tuesday *  Ponderosa * 4.00pm 
CANDY *NIGHT MOVES * BLUE FLAME  

Tuesday 30 Jun 15 2.00pm Social Tuesday  4.00pm 
Ponderosa   

Check out our web site 
WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM or Facebook for 
details or Email secretary@rslangelescity.com 
+639177956785 
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Here is our next Medical 
Mission Mud Map 

Just a bit further along from 
where we held the last one. 

The Blue line should be extended as 
the actual school and Basketball 
court is exactly 400 meters further 
to the South East of Wien Rob 
Internet Shop....which 
incidently....  does not exist 
anymore. The school is located at 
the Green coloured square just 
below the bold white print stating 
Northville 15 

The best directions will be to follow the large and easily visible Northville 15 Intergrated School Signs. These 
school signs are more than a meter square and very prominently displayed. They will take all traffic direct to the 
school. (see the sign in top left hand corner of the mud map) 

_____________________________________//________________________________________ 

I cannot see an unhappy face 
amongst this group of members 
conducting a liaison and ‘show the 
colours’ mission around our sponsor 
establishments. 

You can partake in any of these 
excursions by tagging along or 
attending the Tuesdays afternoon 
social events. 

For the schedule, have a look on 
page two and involve yourself. 

You will get to smile as well. 
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ANOTHER WHEELSCHAIR BEING BORN 

'Ron, Gemma and Elsa having fun building another special wheelchair.' 

This was number 32 of the special wheelchairs issued to date (May 13) 
and since then two more have been constructed and issued to kids, 
both with cerebral palsy. A further two specials will be issued on May 19 
and yet another two special on May 20.  

Since the start of May, some 17 wheelchairs, both regular and specials, 
will have been issued up to May 20 and there are 19 more on the 
waiting-list. Each special takes a team of 3 people between 6 and 9 
man-hours to construct, as each one is essentially a big Meccano set 
that is custom-built to fit the child.   

To see the joy on the faces of the kids and their parents when the kids 
gain mobility for what is, generally, the first time in their lives, makes all 
our efforts worthwhile. 

If you'd like to be part of this very rewarding and worthwhile 
program, please contact Chris on 0927 320 4149. 

 

 

 

CHANGE OF CONTACT ADVICE 

If you have been trying to contact Chris Weeks on the only email address that you 
have and been getting nowhere, that is because Chris has got himself a new email 

address.  Here it is: 

chris.weeks@hotmail.com 

NB. Chris is involved with the wheelchairs 

mailto:weeks@hotmail.com
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WHO IS THE SUB BRANCH NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

This is me, 
Larry Smith, 
the editor of 
your 
newsletter. I 
have been 
doing it for 98 
months now, 
after a 
request from 

President Jim Curtis-Smith. 

My background is, Tasmanian by birth, joined the 
Australian army in 1964, Vietnam Veteran (Infantry 
Section Commander) served for 28 years in the 
services. I am a charter member of our Sub 
Branch. I was one of the small group of blokes who 
decided 21+ years ago to get a RSL Sub Branch 
going in Angeles City. I am now aged 68 years. 

I have not lived in Angeles since taking on the 
editors role, most of time I resided in Davao City 
Mindanao. 

I am currently living in Hervey Bay, in the sunshine 
state of Queensland, as I am now too old to live in 
the Philippines without adequate medical and 
other insurances, so I am now Australia based and 
just visit Philippines at Christmas times. 

As editor I rely on Sub Branch business and 
activities being provided to me from Angeles. 
Other articles I pop in to fill up space. 

When I consider that all information that is 
available and any spaces taken up with supporter 
adverts, I send it off to the executive committee for 
proofreading of factual content, with the 
occasional spelling or grammar corrections. Once 
that is all done, webmaster Gerald is given the nod 
and the newsletter goes out.  

So I thought that I would do an article to let you 
know who and how your newsletter gets to you 
monthly. 

It is a bit of a team effort.

_______________________________________________________//_____________________________________ 

 

  CLEARANCE SALE    FIESTA DAY SHIRTS  Only  ₱ 350    

                                  Limited Sizes 
                 Contact Quartermaster Kooka  At 
Ponderosa Tuesday between 2.00pm and 4.00pm 

Phone +639306915953   Email: dimmessent@yahoo.com 

mailto:dimmessent@yahoo.com
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A SMALL TRAVEL ADVICE 

Member, Kevin Cook (cookie) 

advises the following new 

service: 

Cairns residents will gain non-stop 

flights to Manila and more choice to 

Auckland come December as Philippine 

Airlines kicks off its newest route: 

Manila to Auckland via Cairns. 

Running four-times-weekly in each 

direction, the Cairns stopover allows 

easy access to the city itself and to the 

Great Barrier Reef for Filipinos and 

Kiwis, while Aussies can book trips to 

either Manila or Auckland without 

visiting the other city. 

On Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 

Fridays, PR219 leaves Cairns at 

11:30pm to reach Manila at 3:30am the 

following morning. In reverse, PR218 

pushes back in Manila at 11:45pm on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and 

Sundays, touching down in Cairns at 

8am the next day. 

Auckland bound? You’ll take to the 

skies at 9am on Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Fridays to reach New 

Zealand at 4pm, with return flights 

available at 6:30pm on the same days 

and reaching Cairns at 10:30pm. 

Using an Airbus A320, passengers have a 

choice of either business class or economy 

on all flights, with those making the full 

journey from Manila to Auckland enjoying a 

transit time in Cairns of just one hour. 

 

______________________________________//_______________________________ 

TIME FOR A BIT OF COMEDY 

Arriving home, a husband was met by his sobbing 

wife. Tearfully she explained, "the chemist. He 

insulted me this morning on the phone. I had to call 

multiple times before he would even answer the 

phone." 

 

The husband drove down to confront the chemist to 

demand an apology. 

Before he could say more than a word or two, the 

chemist said "Now, just a minute mate, hear my side 

of it. 

 

This morning the alarm failed to go off, so I was late. 

Without breakfast I hurried out to the car, to realise I'd 

locked the house with house and car keys inside. I had 

to break a window to get my keys." 

 

"Driving a little too fast, I got a speeding ticket. About 

three streets from the store, I had a flat tyre." "When I 

finally got to the store a bunch of people were waiting 

for me to open up. 

I started waiting on these people, all the time the damn 

phone never stopped ringing." 

 

"Then I had to break open a bag of dollar coins against 

the cash register drawer to give change, and they 

spilled all over the floor. I had to get down on my 

hands and knees to pick up the dollar coins and the 

phone was still ringing. 

 

When I came up I cracked my head on the open cash 

drawer, which made me stagger back against a 

showcase with bottles of expensive perfumes on it. 

Half of them hit the floor and broke." 

"Meanwhile, the phone is still ringing with no let up, 

and I finally got to answer it. 

It was your wife. She wanted to know how to use a 

rectal thermometer. And believe me, mate, as God is 

my witness, all I did was tell her." 
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AUSTRALIAN FILIPINOS IN WORLD WAR 2     PART 7:  THE PEREZ FAMILY 

At least seventeen Filipino-Australians 
with a Northern Territory connection are 
known to have volunteered for uniformed 
service during World War 2. Four of them 
were grandsons of Rafael Ponce, another 
Darwin Manilaman from the end of the 19th 
century.  

Rafael Ponce 

When Rafael Ponce died in Darwin in April 
1928, aged 69, he was recalled as, “a very 
old resident of Darwin, having resided here 
for practically a lifetime”. His wife had died 
in their Bennett Street residence in 1922, 
and Rafael was survived by two children, 
two step-children, and several 
grandchildren. Among them, four 
grandsons served during World War 2, the 
sons of his daughter (Mrs Mary Perez). 

His step-children were Francisco 
Augustus Chavez and his sister Beatrice 
Maria Chavez, who lived with the Ponce 
family after their father’s death. Francisco 
Chavez was widely known as ‘Francis’, 
although within the Filipino community he 
was known affectionately as ‘Chico’.  

Francisco was employed by the 
Commonwealth Railways, and was killed 
on 19 February 1942 when he was 
working on Darwin wharf as a winchman. 
The second stick of bombs to fall hit the 
right-angle of the wharf, completely 
obliterating a large section of the decking 
and destroying the turntable at the right-
angle of the wharf. A locomotive and six 
railway trucks were thrown into the water, 
and Chico Chavez was among several 
who were killed instantly, with no trace of 
their remains ever found. 

The Perez family 

In July 1919, Francisco had officiated as 
best man at the wedding of his step-sister 
Mary. Before World War 1, Miss 
Pantaleona Mary Ponce had been a close 
friend of William Gar, the eldest son of 
Carlos Ga, and perhaps they would have 

become a couple had William not been 
killed on the Somme.   

Mary married Mr Rafael Perez in Darwin’s 
Roman Catholic Church, followed by a 
wedding breakfast at the Catholic Club. 
After the toasts, it was noted that “The 
bridegroom briefly responded in English 
and also in Spanish”. Rafael and Mary 
lived in Wood Street; their sons all 
attended St Joseph’s Convent School and 
all were proficient on the violin.  

Rafael and Mary evacuated the family 
from Darwin after the first Japanese 
bombing raids on 19 February 1942 and 
lived in Moore Park, NSW until 1946 when 
they returned to Darwin. The four 
grandchildren of Rafael Ponce who served 
during World War 2, sons of Rafael and 
Mary Perez, were: 

DX755 Corporal John Perez. Rafael and 
Mary’s first child, Juan Perez, was born in 
Darwin on 30 March 1921. He was Dux of 
St Joseph’s School in 1935, and was the 
first pupil from St Joseph’s to win a highly-
coveted Queensland Scholarship to study 
at St Joseph’s Christian Brothers College 
in Nudgee.  

John enlisted in the AIF in Katherine on 15 
December 1942, and served with area 
staff until 16 June 1944. He enlisted in the 
RAAF the next day, and served until 26 
July 1945 (443093 Leading Aircraftman 
Juan Perez). He was a well-known 
Customs Officer in Darwin after the war. 

NX134749, Sergeant Joe Perez. Rafael 
and Mary’s second child Joseph was born 
in Darwin on 17 June 1922. He initially 
enlisted for Militia service in Darwin on 24 
September 1942 aged 20 (number 
245194), but later joined the AIF. At the 
end of the war he joined Headquarters 34th 
Australian Infantry Brigade when it was 
formed at Morotai in the Netherlands East 
Indies on 27 October 1945. He then 
served in Hiroshima Prefecture with the 
British Commonwealth Occupation Force 
in Japan from February 1946 until 30 

August 1948, initially at Kaitaichi and later 
at Hiro.  

432010 Flying Officer Michael Perez. 
Rafael and Mary’s third child, Miguel Louis 
Perez, was born in Darwin on 19 August 
1924. Michael joined the RAAF and 
qualified as aircrew, and was killed on 
6 January 1945 during his fourth 
operational mission over Europe with No. 
207 Squadron RAF (Bomber Command). 

NX181128 Private Frank Perez. Rafael 
and Mary’s fourth child, Francisco 
Augustine Perez, was born in Darwin on 
15 February 1927. Frank enlisted on 20 
February 1945 and he joined the 31st/51st 
Australian Infantry Battalion. He served in 
the final stages of the 11th Brigade’s 
campaign on Bougainville, and then until 
1946 with the occupation force which 
garrisoned Nauru and Ocean Islands. 

This was a significant contribution by one 
Filipino family to the Australian war effort 
during World War 2 and with the 
occupation forces immediately after – four 
sons on active service, one of whom did 
not return. 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: 
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

Captions 

Image 1  

Miguel Louis Perez at the time of 
volunteering for the RAAF in November 
1942, aged 18. 

Image 2 

The name of Michael Perez is 
commemorated on a plaque on the Darwin 
Cenotaph honouring those who lost their 
lives in World War 2. 

 

mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
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Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established as a tribute to all 
Australian Service personnel and others who have served in the defence of Australia 
and Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger     |     ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

   

 

EDITORIAL 
 
I would like to try and clarify a 
matter 
In our March newsletter I included a 
notification that a welfare meeting 
would be held at Dallas Drake’s 
residence. I had found the advice 
attached to an email which I think 
was a health hint that I regularly 
received from Dallas. 
Being unaware that welfare was not 
conducted out of Dallas’ home, I 
may have cleaned up the grammar 
and included it in the newsletter. 
 
 
 
 

 
When the newsletter was forwarded 
for proofreading prior to publishing, 
the article was not noticed, maybe 
due to the timeline to get the 
newsletter published being short. 
After publishing, the advice was 
noticed to which President Jim 
added a comment in his report in the 
April newsletter. 
I’m  sure in retrospect, had I been 
aware that welfare was not 
conducted out of Dallas’s home I 
would have not included it in the 
newsletter. 
Let me be quite clear, DALLAS DID 
NOT ASK ME TO INCLUDE THE 
ADVICE IN ANY NEWSLETTER  
 

 
AND CERTAINLY NOT THE 
MARCH ISSUE. 
By me including the advice and the 
notice that Pres Jim placed in the 
following newsletter has caused 
embarrassment to Dallas which I 
regret.  
That incident has resulted in me to 
ask the Sub Branch executive to 
appoint an information co-ordinator 
so that information from sub- 
committees to me for inclusion in a 
newsletter is checked as correct 
before I get it. 
Larry   Ed 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
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The following is an iconic Australian  poem by our famous poet  A.B. ‘Banjo’ Paterson.  But there is now a modern version which I feel 

that Australian members will find quite funny.  For our non-Australian members, if you do not understand please track down an Ozzie and 
ask for a translation. I will run the original version as a reminder and then the 2015 version.  Here goes: 

CLANCY OF THE OVERFLOW 
The Original 
 

I had written him a letter which I had, for want of better 

Knowledge, sent to where I met him down the Lachlan, 
years ago, 
He was shearing when I knew him, so I sent the letter to 
him 

Just ‘on spec’, addressed as follows, ‘Clancy, of The 
Overflow’. 
 

And an answer came directed in a writing unexpected 

(And I think the same was written with a thumb-nail 
dipped in tar), 
’Twas his shearing mate who wrote it, and verbatim I 
will quote it: 
‘Clancy’s gone to Queensland droving, and we don’t 
know where he are.’ 
 

In my wild erratic fancy visions come to me of Clancy 

Gone a-droving ‘down the Cooper’ where the Western 
drovers go, 
As the stock are slowly stringing, Clancy rides behind 
them singing, 
For the drover’s life has pleasures that the townsfolk 
never know. 
 

And the bush hath friends to meet him, and their kindly 
voices greet him 

In the murmur of the breezes and the river on its bars, 
And he sees the vision splendid of the sunlit plains 
extended 

And at night the wond’rous glory of the everlasting 
stars. 
 

I am sitting in my dingy little office, where a stingy 

Ray of sunlight struggles feebly down between the 
houses tall, 
And the fetid air and gritty of the dusty, dirty city 

Through the open window floating, spreads its foulness 
over all. 
 

And in place of lowing cattle, I can hear the fiendish 
rattle 

Of the tramways and the ‘buses making hurry down the 
street, 
And the language uninviting of the gutter children 
fighting 

Comes fitfully and faintly through the ceaseless tramp 
of feet. 
 

And the hurrying people daunt me, and their pallid 
faces haunt me 

As they shoulder one another in their rush and nervous 
haste, 
With their eager eyes and greedy, and their stunted 
forms and weedy 

For townsfolk have no time to grow, they have no time 
to waste. 
 

And I somehow rather fancy that I’d like to change with 
Clancy 

Like to take a turn at droving where the seasons come 
and go, 
While he faced the round eternal of the cash-book and 
the journal — 

But I doubt he’d suit the office, Clancy, of ‘The 
Overflow’. 

 
 2015 VERSION 
I had written him a text 

Which I'd sent, hoping the next 

Time he came in mobile coverage 

He'd have time to say hello. 
 

But I'd heard he'd lost his iPhone 

So I emailed him from my phone 

Just addressed, on spec, as follows: 
clancy@theoverflow. 

 

And the answer redirected  
Wasn't quite what I'd expected 

And it wasn't from the shearing mate 

Who'd answered once before. 
 

His ISP provider wrote it 

And verbatim I will quote it: 
 

'This account has been suspended: 
You won't hear from him no more.' 
 

 
In my wild erratic fancy 

Visions come to me of Clancy, 
Out of reach of mobile coverage 

Where the Western rivers flow. 
 

mailto:clancy@theoverflow
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Instead of tapping on the small 
screen 

He'd be camping by the tall green, 
River gums a pleasure 

That the town folk never know. 
 

Well, the bush has friends to meet 
him 

But the rest of us can't greet him, 
Out there, even Telstra's network 

Doesn't give you any bars. 
 

He can't blog the vision splendid 

Of the sunlit plains extended, 
Or tweet the wondrous glory 

Of the everlasting stars. 
 
I am sitting at the keyboard 

 

 
And I'm too stressed out to be 
bored, 
As I answer all the emails 

By the deadlines they contain. 
 

While my screen fills with 
promotions 

For 'Viagra' and strange potions, 
And announcements of the million-
dollar 

Prizes I can claim. 
 

But the looming deadlines haunt me 

And their harrying senders taunt 
me, 
That they need response this 
evening 

For tomorrow is too late! 

 

 
But their texts, too quickly ended 
Often can't be comprehended, 
For their writers have no time to 
think 

They have no time to wait. 
 

And I sometimes rather fancy 

That I'd like to trade with Clancy, 
Just set up an email bouncer 

Saying 'Sorry, had to go.' 
 

While he faced in an inbox jamming 

Up with deadlines and with 
spamming, 
As he signed off every message: 
clancy@theoverflow 
(Apologies to ‘Banjo’ Paterson) 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Prime Choice Meats' Managed by member Scott    
Chambers who donates a lot of good quality 

 meat for prizes. Give Scott a try!!  

DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or 
inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for 
use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are 

necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 
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SENATOR THE HON. 
MICHAEL RONALDSON 
MINISTER FOR VETERANS’ 
AFFAIRS 
Veterans’ pension indexation 
to remain unchanged  

The Government has decided 
not to proceed with changes to 
pension indexation announced 
in the 2014–15 Budget.  

Consistent with the 
Government’s pre-election 
commitment to give DFRB and 
DFRDB military super-
annuants aged 55 and over 
access to the best indexation 
arrangement from three indices 
(Consumer Price Index (CPI), 
Pensioner and Beneficiary 
Living Cost Index (PBLCI), and 
Male Total Average Weekly 
Earnings (MTAWE)) the 
Government will continue to 
index service pensions, war 
widows pensions, income 
support supplement, veteran 
disability pensions (including 
the Special Rate or TPI 
pension), wholly dependent 
partner payment and special 
rate disability pension against 
these three benchmarks.  

In making this announcement, 
the Minister for Veterans’ 
Affairs, Senator the Hon. 
Michael Ronaldson, noted the 
strong views of the veteran and 
ex-service community about 
the changes proposed last 
year. The Government has 
listened and is acting on that 
feedback.  

The need to reform Australia’s 
pension system remains. 
Consistent with the 
Government’s approach, a new 
set of reforms have been 
proposed to reduce the long-
term cost of Australia’s income 
support system. The 
Government will adjust the 
asset limits and taper rates for 
service pensioners who have a 
greater capacity to support 
themselves in their retirement.  

The new changes will benefit 
veterans who do not have 
significant private wealth, while 
continuing to make our system 
more sustainable and address 
the fiscal challenges inherited 
from the previous 
Government.  

The effect of the reversals is 
that:  

• indexation of service pension, 
veteran disability pension, war 
widow pension, wholly 
dependent partner payment 
and special rate disability 
pension will continue to be the 
greater of the CPI, PBLCI or 
MTAWE  

• income test thresholds will 
continue to be increased each 
1 July in line with movements 
in the CPI  

The private family home and 
other assets currently exempt 
from the asset test will continue 
to be exempt from these 
calculations.  

“The Government holds 
Australia’s veterans in the 
highest regard,” Senator 
Ronaldson said. “Our 
commitment to ensuring that 
members of the veteran 
community receive appropriate 
support and entitlements is 
ongoing.”  

__________________________________//____________________________________________ 

SENATOR THE HON. 
MICHAEL RONALDSON 
MINISTER FOR VETERANS’ 
AFFAIRS 

25 May 2015 

OFFER TO BRING OUR 
VIETNAM FALLEN HOME  

The Commonwealth 
Government will offer the 
families of Australian 
servicemen killed during the 
Vietnam War and buried 
overseas the opportunity to 
repatriate their remains.  

The offer follows extensive 
consultation with the RSL, the 
Vietnam Veterans’ Association 

of Australia, the Vietnam 
Veterans’ Federation of 
Australia, as well as veterans’ 
families.  

Australia deployed more than 
60,000 servicemen and women 
to the conflict in Vietnam 
between 1962 and 1973, with 
521 Australians names listed 
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on the Australian War 
Memorial’s Roll of Honour.  

Australia’s policy on 
repatriating the remains of 
fallen soldiers changed in 
January 1966.  

Since that time, the remains of 
our fallen have been 
repatriated.  

Some of our Vietnam veterans 
were buried overseas while 
their fallen mates were brought 
home.  

Twenty five of Australia’s war 
dead from Vietnam were not 
brought home.  

One lies in the Kranji War 
Cemetery in Singapore and 24 
in the Terendak Military 
Cemetery in Malaysia.  

With the agreement of their 
families, the Commonwealth 
Government will bring them 
home.  

It is time that all our Vietnam 
fallen had the same treatment, 
which is why the Government 
will offer to repatriate the 
remains of those buried 
overseas, with the agreement 
of their families.  

A number of other servicemen 
and dependants of Defence 
personnel are also buried at 
Terendak Military Cemetery, 
which is located within a 
Malaysian Armed Forces Base.  

The Government will also offer 
the families of these 
Australians the opportunity to 
bring their remains home 
where they can have 
unrestricted access to their 
graves.  

The decision to take up this 
offer of repatriation rests, as it 
should, with the families. 
Some will choose to bring 
loved ones home, and others 
will let them rest where they 
now lie.  

We are grateful to the 
Government of Malaysia for 
taking good care of the graves 
of our soldiers and civilians and 
for facilitating visits for their 
loved ones.  

The Government will meet the 
costs associated with 
repatriation and reburial.  

As 2015 marks fifty years since 
the arrival of combat troops 
and the escalation of Australian 
involvement in Vietnam, it is 
right and proper that we honour 
their service with this gesture.  

Over the coming years, we will 
further honour those who 
served through 
commemorations marking the 
50th anniversary of battles 
such as Long Tan, Coral-
Balmoral and Binh Ba.  

_________________________________________________//__________________________________________________________- 
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“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 
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