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 The 
Australia Day 
Fiesta is behind 
us, and the 

Annual General Meeting, and 
the Sub Branch moves forward 
with planning and arranging 
our forward programs and 

activities. 

 As in the past the 

Australia Day Fiesta was very 

successful and a wonderful day 

in which to celebrate and enjoy 

ourselves as citizens of a great 

Country.  The RSL stall ran out 

of beer (twice), I am told, and 

which is usually a good 

yardstick by Australian 

colloquial standards of 

success.  Too many 

people to thank 

individually for the 

success and was a great effort 

by all. 

 The AGM is reported on 

elsewhere, but I do wish to 

thank in particular, retiring 

member of the Executive, 

former Vice President Greg 

Mann, and who has been 

elected to the Committee for 

this year, for a job well done, 

and former Secretary Ray 

Stenhouse, who has also 

retired.  Ray did a great job as 

Secretary for the one year he 

was there.  I welcome as a new 

Vice President Gary Barnes, 

who recently retired from the 

Australian Army, and who at the 

time of his retirement was the 

longest serving National 

Serviceman.  Gary retired as a 

Lieutenant Colonel, having 

spent the last couple of years as 

Assistant Defence Attache 

attached to the Australian 

Embassy at Manila.  

I also warmly welcome 

Phil Salmon who in the one 

week, married a new wife and 

also accepted the job as 

Secretary of the Sub Branch.  

A huge change of lifestyle Phil, 

and we will line up behind you 

to help in both capacities if 

required !! 

This year will see the 

Sub Branch with the whole of 

Australia, remember and 

commemorate the 100th 

anniversary of ANZAC Day.  

VP Gary Barnes has already 

started planning and more info 

will follow. 

President’s Report 
by James Curtis-Smith – Sub-Branch President 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 95  2 

 

 

See elsewhere for information 

on the next Medical Mission on 

Saturday 7th March. 

JAMES E. CURTIS-SMITH 

President 

_____________//_____________ 

  

David McCamley (A/C) * 
Darren Starega (NT) * David 
Christian (NSW) * Dale Dyer 
(A/C) * Allen Lewis (QLD) * 
Warren Stevens (PI) * William 
Rowe (A/C) * Steven 
Gebhardt (A/C) * Jeffrie 
Jeanes (A/C) * Stoyan Mitsof 
(NSW) * Ara Drake (A/C) *  

 

RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE 
March 2015 

Night Moves Club Raffle 
every Monday at 4:30 & 
6:00PM.  

Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle 
every Saturday at 6.00 PM.  

 

Tuesday  03 MAR 15 

2.00 PM... COMMITTEE 

Meeting 

2.00 Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4.00 HONKY TONKS HT 

LOUNGE RHAPSODY’S 

 

Saturday 7 MAR 15 

San Simon 

Mud Map page 8 

 

Tuesday 10 MAR 15 

2.00 PM WELFARE 

COMMITTEE  

2.00 Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4.00 SWAGMAN PATIO INN 

MARBLE INN  

 

Tuesday 17 MAR 15 

2.00 GENERAL MEETING 

2.00 Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4.00 VOODOO ANGEL 

WITCH ROAD HOUSE  

 

Tuesday 24 MAR 15  

2.00 Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4.00 PONDEROSA  

 

Check out our web site 
WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.CO
M or Facebook for details or 
Email 

secretary@rslangelescity.co
m +639177956785 

A NEW ADDITION TO THE 
TEAM 

Welcome aboard to Anthony 
Cullen who offered his services 
to our committee at their last 
meeting to be our Media Officer. 

The committee accepted 
Anthony’s offer and appointed 
him into the position. 

Anthony has unofficially been 
our photographer for some time 
now. If you look at our 

Facebook and you will notice in 
the bottom right hand corner of 
a photograph, a symbol. That is 
Anthony’s copyright symbol. 

Anthony will enhance our media 
profile by getting exposure to 
areas that our Blog, Facebook 
and Newsletter does not 
penetrate. 

Anthony also has the 
responsibility of maintaining our 
Facebook. He will liaise with our 
Blog and Newsletter editors to 
ensure that we manage to get a 
good coverage of information 
dissemination and publication 
of our events. 

Anthony can be contacted on 
email: 
mediaofficer@rslangelescity.co
m  which is shown in our contact 
list near the end of this 
newsletter. 

So once again, welcome 
aboard Anthony. 

Here is something that I 

was unaware of and I have 

been around for a long 

time. (maybe I just plain 

forgot)   Ed 

Wearing of the Returned 
from Active Service 

Badge (RASB) 

It has been noted that a 

number of members 

incorrectly wear the 

Returned from Active 

Service Badge (RASB). 

Here, advice is provided on 

the wearing of this badge, 

through an excerpt from 

RSL State By-Law 14.6 

and 7, which decrees: 

mailto:mediaofficer@rslangelescity.com
mailto:mediaofficer@rslangelescity.com
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“The Returned from 

Active Service Badge 

(RASB) is issued to 

Australian Defence Force 

personnel who have 

rendered warlike service. 

The badge enables 

individuals to display their 

involvement in warlike 

service when wearing 

civilian attire. It is worn 

when the wearing of 

service awards is not 

appropriate or possible. 

Conversely, it should not 

be worn when wearing 

service awards.  
  

The RASB is only worn by 

the person to whom it has 

been issued.  
Rules also apply to family 

members and others, who 

wear a deceased person’s 

awards on appropriate 

occasions, they do not 

wear the RASB.” 
  

So …simply…. the 
RASB is NOT worn with 
medals but can be worn 
when not wearing 
medals. 

 Good piece of information 
supplied by one of our members 
Peter Pinkerton. 

Peter also sent me this 
poem that ‘us’ oldies could 

relate to: 

I remember the food of my 
childhood 
And the bread that we cut 
with a knife,  
When the children helped 
with the housework,  

And the men went to work 
not the wife.  
  
The cheese never needed a 
fridge,  
And the bread was so crusty 
and hot,  
The children were seldom 
unhappy  
And the wife was content 
with her lot.  
  
I remember the milk from the 
bottle,  
With the yummy cream on 
the top,  
Our dinner came hot from the 
oven,  
And not from a freezer; or the 
shop.  
  
The kids were a lot more 
contented,  
They didn't need money for 
kicks,  
Just a game with their friends 
in the road,  
And sometimes the Saturday 
flicks.  
  
I remember the shop on the 
corner,  
Where cookies for pennies 
were sold  
Do you think I'm a bit too 
nostalgic?  
Or is it....I'm just getting old?  
  
 The baths were taken in a 
wash tub,  
With plenty of rich foamy 
suds  
But the ironing seemed never 
ending  
As Mama pressed everyone's 
'duds'.  
  
I remember the slap on my 
backside,  
And the taste of soap if I 
swore  
Anorexia and diets weren't 
heard of  
And we hadn't much choice 
what we wore.  

  
Do you think that bruised our 
ego?  
Or our initiative was 
destroyed?  
We ate what was put on the 
table  
And I think life was better 
enjoyed.  
   

Author,  Unknown 

Member/WAG of the 
Month 

 

Lindsay Drury 

If you need a person to coordinate 
and plan a complex logistical 
event, call on Lindsay Drury.  

From the massive monthly Medical 
Missions to the enormous 
coordination of the Australia Day 
Fiesta, Lindsay plans organises 
and manages the event.  

Lindsay is truly a worthy recipient 
of Member/WAG of the month.  

On Saturday 07 FEB 15 the Deakin 
nurses from Australia were 
amazed at the successful 
operation of the Medical Mission at 
Mawaque Resettlement Centre, 
Barangay Sapang Biabas.  

The picture above shows the 
Deakin Nurses management 
thanking Lindsay for a well-run 
event.  

For more pictures of Lindsay 
successful events see the Angeles 
City RSL Facebook. 

___________//______________ 
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And talking about facebook, our 
sister Sub Branch in Subic has a 
facebook as well, so have a look 
at: 
https://www.facebook.com/RSLSu
bicBay 

to see what they have been up to. 

If you wish to receive their 
newsletter, contact Albert Clifford 
on: 
RSLSubicBay@australiamail.com 

and ask to be added to their 
email newsletter list. 

____________//______________ 

HERE ARE THE WINNERS LIST 
FROM OUR MONSTER 

AUSTRALIA DAY FIESTA 
RAFFLE 

 1. 2368   Beverly Takling ? 
               Garfields 

2.  2752   Les Kennedy 
               sold  

               Blue monkey 

3.  4302   Mick Command 
               Post Subic 

4.  2550   Mal Morris 
5.  2191   Bob Barnes 

6.  2808   Buddy Maquire 
7.  2792   Chris Nathalia ? 

8.  3756   Brian Manly 
9.  0873   Carl Burke VFW 

10. 4191  Christine Awia 
11. 3130  Matt Brown 

12. 0138  Dryden Group 
               Subic 

13. 4034  Gary Naylor 
14. 0871  Carl Burke VFW 

15. 2360  Bill Hall RSL 

If you haven’t yet picked 
up your prize contact Bob 

Barnes at RSL. 

__________//__________ 

 

28th March    

2015 

Interstate or 

Overseas 
A NSW elector who is overseas or 

interstate may vote at an 

appointed voting location in 

person, during normal office 

hours, from several days after 

nominations close until the close 

of business (local time) on the 

Thursday before election day (for 

those overseas), or the Friday 

before election day (for those 

interstate). 

Overseas and interstate locations 

will be advised 

on  www.votensw.info prior to the 

election. These locations are not 

open on election day. 

If you are unable to vote in person 

you can apply for a postal vote or 

vote on-line or by phone, 

using iVote. 

There is no overseas or interstate 

voting for Local Government 

elections. 

 

 

New Cards that arrived at the 

Ponderosa on the 06 Feb 15 

Kalervo Alakiottu  Service 1423403 
Nino Borsari  Affiliate 1367882 
William De Angelis Service 1424203 
Kenneth Dupuy      Social 1423411 
Paul Hutchins Affiliate 1423412 
Heikki Kupiainer    Affiliate 1423406 
Ross Meakins  Service  1421211 
Murray Mochan Service  1369176 
Elmer Puruganan Affiliate 1423405 
Christopher Read Service 1423408 

Richelle Stenhouse Affiliate 1421210 
Geoffrey Stephens Affiliate 1421411 
Colin Tippett Affiliate 1424206 
Joel Tochor Social 1421205 
Eric Quist Social 1421213 
Lester Walker Affiliate 1423410 
Shane Young Social 1424201  

__________//_________ 

SENATOR THE HON. 
MICHAEL RONALDSON 
MINISTER FOR 
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
MINISTER ASSISTING 
THE PRIME MINISTER 
FOR THE CENTENARY 
OF ANZAC 
SPECIAL MINISTER OF 
STATE  

 REMEMBERING THOSE 
LOST DURING 
THE BOMBING OF DARWIN  

 Thursday, 19 February 
2015                  VA012 

The Minister for Veterans’ 
Affairs, Senator the Hon. 
Michael Ronaldson, today 
encouraged Australians to 
honour those who defended 
Darwin against Japanese air 
raids during the Second World 
War.  

On 19 February 1942, Darwin 
suffered two horrifying air raids 
that caused widespread 
devastation. These attacks 
were followed by more than 60 
raids over the next twenty 
months. Luckily none had the 
same horrific impact.  

“The raids took Darwin by 
surprise, with Japanese 
fighters and bombers about to 
begin their first attack when air 

https://www.facebook.com/RSLSubicBay
https://www.facebook.com/RSLSubicBay
mailto:RSLSubicBay@australiamail.com
tel:13%C2%A0%204034
http://www.votensw.info/
https://www.elections.nsw.gov.au/voting/ivote
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raid sirens sounded,” Senator 
Ronaldson said.  

“The raids claimed more than 
240 lives including both 
civilians and defence 
personnel. Many others were 
injured and a number of ships 
sank as a result of the raids 
including three warships.  

“The bombing was the first time 
Australia had been attacked 
during war time with later raids 
on Northern Australian towns 
and cities also inflicting 
causalities in Broome, 
Katherine, Wyndham 

Townsville and Horn Island,” 
Senator Ronaldson said.  

In 2011, 19 February was 
officially proclaimed as 
‘Bombing of Darwin Day’, a 
national day of commemoration 
recognising this day as the 
anniversary of the war coming 
to Australia.  

A memorial service takes place 
every year with a Second 
World War air raid siren to be 
sounded at 9.58am to mark the 
precise time the first attack 
took place.  

____________//___________________ 

 

AUSTRALIAN FILIPINOS 

IN WORLD WAR 2 

Part 5  :  Bennett See-Kee 

The earliest Filipino connection with 
Darwin began with the pearl and shell 
divers of the 1870s and 1880s who 
became patriarchs of Territorian families. 

 At least seventeen Filipino-Australians 
with a Northern Territory connection are 
known to have volunteered for uniformed 
service during World War 2.  

The Garr and See-Kee families are 
descended from the Filipino pearlshell-
diver Carlos Ga (1854-1931) from the 
Dinagat Islands northeast of Mindanao.  

He came to Thursday Island in about 1870 
at the age of 16, and later went to Port 
Darwin. He fathered eleven children with 
his Welsh wife Mary Anne Bunyan (1864-
1909).  

During World War 2 one of Carlos Ga’s 
sons, a Great War veteran, served again 
in military uniform, as also did two of his 
grandsons.    

Bennett See-Kee was born on Thursday 
Island on 7 November 1909 to Maria 
Espanias Ga (1888-1947), the second 
child of Carlos and Mary Anne Ga. They 
had named their first child ‘Mary Elizabeth’, 
so Maria was known as ‘Josephine’ or 
simply as ‘Spanias’ (the Filipino version of 
‘Spanish’).  

Bennett’s uncles included William and 
Matthew Garr, who were killed during 
World War 1, and the Military Medal 
awardee, Glamor Garr.  

His aunt Mary Elizabeth Ga raised 
Matthew’s daughter Mary on Bathurst 
Island after he was killed in the war; 
another aunt was Nuselma (‘Zelma’) Garr 
(1897-1957), who came to Darwin and in 
1914-16 served as Governess to the family 
of the Administrator Northern Territory,    
Dr John Gilruth. 

 Josephine Spanias married Tsang Lam 
Chiu (1878-1947), a Chinese merchant 
from Hong Kong who operated an import-
export business on Thursday Island, 
where he was known as ‘Tsang See Kee’. 
His name written in Chinese form was 
‘Tsang See Kee’, with ‘Tsang’ 
(pronounced ‘Chang’) as his surname– but 
in Australia ‘See-Kee’ was assumed to be 
his surname and it came to be adopted as 
such.  

Spanias and Tsang See-Kee had six 
children, some of whom came to Darwin.  

Although young Benny was partly of 
Filipino heritage, in appearance he and his 
brothers were quite distinctively Chinese. 

D69 Gunner Bennett See-Kee (1909-
1957) 

 

Bennett was for many years a member of 
the Darwin Chinese Recreation Club. On 
the eve of World War 2, his younger 
brother Charlie was working with their 
father in a shipping firm in Shanghai.  

When the Japanese Marines came, 
Charles smuggled himself out and made 
his way to Darwin to join Bennett. Their 
father Tsang remained in China and was 
the spearhead of the anti-Japanese 
movement in his locality. 

Bennett enlisted in Darwin on 28 July 
1941, aged 31. Fellow Filipino-Australians 
Basil and Bill Cesar also enlisted on the 
same day, all three receiving the rare ‘D’ 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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prefix to their Army numbers denoting a 
Darwin enlistment in the Militia. 

Bennett served as a Gunner with the 18th 
Field Battery as part of the Darwin 
Garrison. This unit had been created in 
Darwin when the Darwin Mobile Force, a 
mixed infantry-artillery force, was 
disbanded on 20 August 1940 and its 
personnel dispersed – creating the 18th 
Field Battery RAA and the Darwin Infantry 
Battalion (later renamed 19th Infantry 
Battalion).  

Also serving in the 18th Field Battery was 
Raymond Brooks, who had married 
Christina Liboria Spain in 1939, a grand-
daughter of Antonio Spain  

This was the period later referred to by old 
Darwin residents as ‘BB’ – ‘Before Blitz’. 
Bennett survived the first Japanese raids 
on 19 February 1942, and was evacuated 
out, bringing his military service to an end. 
On 3 February 1943, Bennett married 
Pearl Young from Thursday Island and 
they had four children. 

More info at: 
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

Bennett See-Kee’s mother in 1912 – 
Josephine Spanias, nee Ga (1888-
1947).   

 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook 
page has been established as a 
tribute to all Australian Service 
personnel and others who have 
served in the defence of Australia 
and Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks
.Digger     |     
ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

 

I have been given an article 
that will no doubt be of 
interest to our members. 
Most will be surprised to 
find out that the British 
controlled Manila for two 
years 1762 and 1764. 

The story is quite long so I will 
serialize it over about three 
newsletters. Here we go, the 
first installment: 

British occupation of Manila 

The British occupation of Manila 
between 1762 and 1764 was an 
episode in Philippine colonial history 
when the Kingdom of Great Britain 
occupied the Spanish colonial capital 
of Manila and the nearby principal 
port of Cavite 

The resistance from the provisional 
Spanish colonial government 
established by members of the Royal 
Audience of Manila and their Filipino 
allies prevented British forces from 
taking control of territory beyond 
the neighbouring towns of Manila 
and Cavite. The British occupation 
was ended as part of the peace 
settlement of the Seven Years' War 

Historical background 

At the time, Britain and France were 

belligerents in what was later called 

the Seven Years' War. As the war 

progressed, the neutral Spanish 

government became concerned that 

the string of major French losses at the 

hands of the British were becoming a 
threat to Spanish interests.  

Britain first declared war against 

Spain on 4 January 1762, and on 18 

January 1762 Spain issued their own 

declaration of war against Britain. 

France successfully negotiated a treaty 

with Spain known as the Family 

Compact which was signed on 15 

August 1761. By an ancillary secret 

convention, Spain became hurriedly 

committed to making preparations for 
war against Britain.[2] 

On 6 January 1762, the British Cabinet 

led by the Prime Minister, the Earl of 

Bute, agreed to attack Havana in the 

West Indies, and approved Colonel 

William Draper's 'Scheme for taking 

Manila with some Troops, which are 
already in the East Indies' in the East. 

 Draper was commanding officer of 

the 79th Regiment of Foot, which was 

currently stationed in Madras, British 

India. On 21 January 1762 King 

George III signed the instructions to 

Draper to implement his Scheme, 

emphasising that by taking advantage 

of the 'existing war with Spain', 

Britain might be able to assure her 
post-war mercantile expansion. 

There was also the expectation that the 

commerce of Spain would suffer a 

'crippling blow'. Upon arriving in 

India, Draper's brevet rank became 

brigadier general. 

 A secret committee of the East India 

Company agreed to provide a civil 

governor for the administration of the 

Islands, and in July 1762 appointed 

Dawsonne Drake for the post.[5] 

Manila was one of the most important 

trading cities in Asia during this 

period and the Company wanted to 

extend its influence over the 
Archipelago. 

Offensive actions 

On 24 September 1762, a British fleet 

of eight ships of the line, three frigates, 

and four store ships with a force of 

6,839 regulars, sailors and marines, 

sailed into Manila Bay from Madras.[2] 

The expedition, led by Brigadier-

General William Draper and Rear-

Admiral Samuel Cornish, captured 

Manila, "the greatest Spanish fortress 

in the western Pacific". 

The Spanish defeat was not really 

surprising. Former Governor-General 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Philippines_(1521%E2%80%931898)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Great_Britain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manila
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavite
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Audience_of_Manila
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Audience_of_Manila
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Years%27_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacte_de_Famille
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacte_de_Famille
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_occupation_of_Manila#cite_note-tracy1995p9-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_(government)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Stuart,_3rd_Earl_of_Bute
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Stuart,_3rd_Earl_of_Bute
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Havana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Indies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Draper_(British_Army_officer)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madras
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Company_rule_in_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Company_rule_in_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_III
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brevet_rank
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brigadier_general
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_India_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_India_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dawsonne_Drake
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_occupation_of_Manila#cite_note-Cornish-5
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ships_of_the_line
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frigates
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Marines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manila_Bay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_occupation_of_Manila#cite_note-tracy1995p9-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Draper_(general)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Draper_(general)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vice-Admiral_Samuel_Cornish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vice-Admiral_Samuel_Cornish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor-General_of_the_Philippines
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of the Philippines, Pedro Manuel de 

Arandia, had died in 1759 and his 

replacement, Brigadier Francisco de la 

Torre had not arrived because of the 

British attack on Havana in Cuba. The 

Spanish Crown appointed the 

Mexican-born Archbishop of Manila 

Manuel Rojo del Rio y Vieyra as 

temporary Lieutenant Governor. In 

part, because the garrison was 

commanded by the Archbishop, 

instead of by a military expert, many 

mistakes were made by the Spanish 
forces.  

On 5 October 1762 (4 October local 

calendar), the night before the fall of 

the walled city of Manila, the Spanish 

military persuaded Rojo to summon a 

council of war. Several times the 

archbishop wished to capitulate, but 

was prevented.  

By very heavy battery fire that day, the 

British had successfully breached the 

walls of the bastion San Diego, dried 

up the ditch, dismounted the cannons 

of that bastion and the two adjoining 

bastions, San Andes and San Eugeno, 

set fire to parts of the town, and drove 
the Spanish forces from the walls.  

At dawn of 6 October, British forces 

attacked the breach and took the 

fortifications meeting with little 
resistance. 

During the siege the Spanish military 

lost three officers, two sergeants, 50 

troops of the line, and 30 civilians of 

the militia, besides many wounded. 

Among the natives there were 300 

killed and 400 wounded. The 

besiegers suffered 147 killed and 

wounded, of whom 16 were officers. 

The fleet fired upon the city more than 

5,000 bombs, and more than 20,000 
balls.  

Occupation of Manila 

Once Manila fell to British troops, the 

churches and government offices were 

ransacked, valuables were taken and 

historical documents such as 

Augustinian records, government 

documents and even the copper plates 

for the grand 18th-century Murillo 

Velarde map of the Philippines were 
taken.  

The naval stores at the Cavite Naval 

Yard, the paintings in the Governor 

General’s Palace, the contents of 

Intramuros churches and the 

possessions of most wealthy houses 

were also not spared. Rape, homicide, 

and vandalism also rampaged through 

the city in what is known as the first 
"Rape of Manila".  

The British demanded a ransom of 

four million dollars from the Spanish 

government to stop the plundering of 

the city, to which Archbishop Rojo 

agreed to avoid further destruction.  

 

On 2 November 1762, Dawsonne 

Drake of the British East India 

Company assumed gubernatorial 

office as the British Governor of 

Manila. He was assisted by a council 

of four, consisting of John L. Smith, 

Claud Russel, Henry Brooke and 

Samuel Johnson. Villacorta managed 
to escape.  

When after several attempts Drake 

realised that he wasn't getting as many 

assets that he expected, he formed a 

War Council that he named Chottry 

Court, with absolute power to 
imprison anyone who he wished.  

Many Spaniards, Latinos, Mestizos, 

Chinese, and natives were brought 

into prisons for crimes, that as 

denounced by Captain Thomas 

Backhouse, were "only known to 
himself."  

NEXT MONTH- RESISTANCE 
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http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.retrato.com.ph/retratoimages/HI/HI00973a.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.retrato.com.ph/list.asp?subject%3D383%26heading%3D%26searchby%3D%26searchwhere%3D%26keyword%3D%26pg%3D2&h=258&w=400&tbnid=6wDh2hslwoDSfM:&zoom=1&docid=qsJKe5FmgcrxFM&ei=VjytVKTtDYal8AXvuIHgCA&tbm=isch&ved=0CCYQMygJMAk&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1399&page=1&start=0&ndsp=16
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 Medical Mission Co-
ordinator Lindsay Drury 
has again provided a very 
useful map to our next 
Medical Mission 

However if you do not 
have a vehicle or get a ride 
with someone who has, 
then join a group of others 
at the Ponderosa and 
travel to the site aboard 
the Ponderosa Jeepnie. 

Make sure you are there 
early, or, as the saying 
goes, “you will miss the 
bus”. 
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“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 
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Reflections on the AGM – Tuesday 17 February 2015 

There has been conjecture rumour and gossip regarding the Annual General Meeting of this Sub Branch 
held on 17th February last, particularly regarding the election of office bearers and the manner of voting. 

It is probably noteworthy that for the first time in my memory there was a proposed need for a vote to be 
taken for the election of President as two nominations were proposed. 

History 

A. In 2013 the Angeles City Sub Branch was transferred from the ACT Branch to the Victorian 
Branch. 

B. At an Extraordinary Meeting of the Sub Branch held on the 19 November 2013, the constitution 
of the Sub Branch was amended to adopt the Constitution, By Laws and Standing Policies of 
the Victorian Branch (and as we were required to do). 

C. The Constitution of the Sub Branch provides that where there is a conflict between the 
Constitution, By Laws and Standing Policies of the Sub Branch with the Victorian Branch, the 
Victorian Branch prevails. 
 

Present Position 

There are conflicting rules between the Victorian Branch and the Sub Branch. 

1. The By Laws of the Sub Branch provide for an annual election of all office bearers.  That means 
that at each AGM all positions are declared vacant and an election held.  The Victorian Branch 
rules provide that office bearers hold their positions for two years, unless the Sub Branch by a 
resolution of its members applies to the State Executive of the Branch for authority to hold for one 
year only. 
Action. The Sub Branch to discuss and determine by resolution whether it prefers one year or two 
year terms. If the former then make appropriate representations to the State Executive. 
 

2. Although there is provision to do so in the By Laws of the Sub Branch, it has not been considered 
necessary in the past to meet at least one month before the AGM to determine the rules applicable 
for the conduct of the AGM. This is required b y the Victorian Branch. 
Specifically the following:- 
a) the minimum numbers to be elected to the Committee; 
b) Whether the election if required is by a show of hands or secret ballot; 
c) Whether there is a formal written nomination required for committee or nominations can be 

received from the floor of the meeting, or both. 
d) Whether in addition to voting in person at the meeting, postal and or absentee voting is 

acceptable.  It is noted that under the Branch rules proxy voting is not permitted. 
Action The Sub Branch to amend its Constitution by deleting reference to proxy voting.  In addition 
to determine policy in relation to items (a to d). 

It is proposed that there will be a Extraordinary Meeting of the Sub Branch in the near future to deal with 
these matters. 

 

James E. Curtis-Smith 

President 
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