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Sub Branch President James 
Curtis-Smith and his Committee 

wish all Australian Sub Branch  
members a very happy 
AUSTRALIA DAY 2015 

Our Sub Branch celebrates this 
day along with our local 
community with an annual  street 
festival called                             
AUSTRALIA DAY FIESTA on the 
Sunday closest to the 26th of 
January, this year that day being 
Sunday 25th of January. 

So everyone is invited to come 
along and enjoy the activities with 
us, the day culminating in the 
draw of our Australia Day Monster 
raffle. 

HAPPY AUSTRALIA DAY 2015 
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President’s 
Report- January 
2015 

As I write, 
following 
Christmas and 
New Year 

celebrations here in the 
Philippines, together with the 
visit of the Pope just last week, 
(and where the country closed 
down for four days), we rocket 
full bore into yet another 
celebration of our Australia Day 
Fiesta on Sunday January 25.  
This is to be followed by our 
Family Day at Josefaville 1 on 
Sunday 1st February.  No 
wonder we say WOW 
Philippines.   

Our monthly Children’s Medical 
Missions continue and we now 
line up for the Annual General 
Meeting before our Monthly 
General Meeting on February 
17. 

As I contemplate this activity, 
particularly where my personal 
participation has, since my op 
in September 2014 been zero, 
I am very proud of our Sub 
Branch and all who make it 
run.  Our Committee is 
extremely active, and headed 
by my Vice Presidents Bob 
Barnes and Greg Mann, and 
supported by the rest of the 
Committee and particularly 
Secretary Ray and Treasurer 
Ron, during my absence, 
illustrates the strength we 
have.  

More next month 

JAMES E. CURTIS-
SMITH 

President 

___________________________ 

SECRETARY HAS A FEW WORDS 

The 09 January our President 
accompanied by a few 
Committee members went up to 
Lingayen Gulf to celebrate the 
70th Anniversary of the 
Lingayen Gulf Landings and the 
Pangasinan Veterans’ Day. The 
event was to commemorate that 
historic event when U.S. Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur and his allied 
forces landed on the shores of 
Pangasinan on January 9, 1945 to 
liberate the Philippines from 
Japanese occupation. The 
President said it was a moving 
occasion with the representation 
from the Angeles City RSL 
warmly received and 
acknowledged. 

January has seen the Committee 
and members busily preparing for 
two main events for the Angeles 
City RSL in the next four weeks.  

The Australia Day Fiesta which is 
our premier event in the Sub 
Branch calendar on the 25 Jan 15 
will close down Fields Avenue 
Angeles to allow various sponsors 
to participate in the event. The 
day will be a festival occasion 
with booths for food, drinks 
merchandise and exhibitions of 
various establishments. Of course 
there is a colourful plethora 
Australian flags T shirts and 
temporary tattoos worn by the 
expected 5 to 6 thousand crowd 
visiting. Australia day is a major 

fund raising event to go towards 
assisting RSL members and 
Medical Missions. 

The other key event is the 
Angeles City RSL Annual General 
Meeting on the 17 Feb 15 where 
all Sub branch positions are 
vacated so the financial  members 
can vote on who the President, 
Executive and Committee 
members will be for 2015. I invite 
all those who can make it attend 
the meeting to have your say. 

Raymond Stenhouse 

Secretary 

__________________________ 

 

Shane Young (A/C) * Maria 
Curtis (NSW) * William 
DeAngelis (A/C) * Colin Tippett 
(Bacoor PI) * Laurence Gibson 
(NT) * Christopher Read (A/C) * 
Lester Walker (A/C) * Kenneth 
Dupuy (A/C) * Paul Hutchins 
(WA) * Rene Durand (A/C) * 
Mark Jacques NSW) * Andrew 
Tiver (A/C) * Paul Borgas (NSW)  
* John Wood (WA) *  

 

Just a reminder of the location 
abbreviations used above for the 
benefit of our non-Australian 
members: 

Australian States/Territories; QLD 
Queensland, NSW New South Wales, 
VIC Victoria, TAS Tasmania, SA 
South Australia, WA Western 
Australia, NT Northern Territory, ACT 
Australian Capital Territory. Others: 
A/C Angeles City, PI Philippine 
Islands (unspecified) 

 

President’s Report 
by James Curtis-Smith – Sub-Branch President 
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Membership Subscriptions 

8.1 Subscriptions fall due on 
the 31st December each 
year and will be accepted 
up until 30th April of that 
year. After that date, a 
member may be struck off 
the Financial Membership 
Register. 

 

8.2 Annual subscriptions shall 
be set, and may be altered 
from time to time, by the 
Sub-Branch Committee, 
subject to ratification at a 
General Meeting. 

 

262 Members have not paid 
their 2015 subscription yet? 

RSL MEMBERSHIP 

 Svc Affil Soc Tot 

Life 
Subscriber 
and Member 

57 9  66 

Paid up to 
Dec 2014 

91 140 31 262 

Paid up to 
Dec 2015 

60 103 25 188 

Paid up to 1 2  3 

Dec 2016 

Paid up to 
Dec 2017 

2 4  6 

Paid up to 
Dec 2018 

3 2  6 

Total    531 

Codes used above 

SVC = Service members 

Affil = Affiliate Members 

Soc =  Social Members 

Tot = Total 

______________________________________ 

MEMBERS CARDS 

Under the Christmas tree we found a 
present from Australian Embassy. 
An envelope with 5 membership 
cards in it. One has been given. 
These will be in the Card box at the 
Ponderosa PM 13 Jan 15. 

New cards arrived 06 Jan 15 

Ross Gibbins                      1047132 

Murray Goodwin                  1093609 

Robert Griggs                      1419155 

Todd Lottey                             1419085 

______________________________________ 

RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE 
February 2015 

Night Moves Club Raffle every 
Monday at 4:30pm & 6:00pm.  

Phillies Sports & Grill 
Raffle every Saturday at 6.00 pm.  

MEDICAL MISSION Sat 7 Feb 15 
Mawaque Resettlement Centre, 
Barangay Sapang Biabas 
Mud Map page 7. 
 
Tuesday  03 FEB 15 
2.00 PM... COMMITTEE Meeting 

2.00pm  Social Tuesday Ponderosa 
4.00pm EMOTIONS* TOC * 
GENTLEMAN’S 

Tuesday 10 Feb 15 
2.00 PM WELFARE COMMITTEE  
2.00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 
4.00pm  BOOMERANG HOTEL* 
BRASS KNOB *  STAMPEDE  

Tuesday 17 Feb 15 
2.00 pm ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 
2.00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 
4.00pm  KINGS HEAD * VALHALLA 
* LA BAMBA  

Tuesday 24 Feb 15  
2.00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 
4.00pm  PONDEROSA  

Check out our web site 
WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM or 
Facebook for details or Email 

secretary@rslangelescity.com 
+639177956785 

____________________________ 

REMEMBER THE MISSING DOLLAR 

Grace Romero came up with this 
feasible answer: 

Three men went to a motel. The motel 
manager said a room cost $30, so each man 
put up $10 and went to their room.  

A little while later the manager realized the 
room was only $25, so he sent the bellhop 
back to the three guys' room with $5.  

On the way to the room the bellhop couldn't 
figure out how to split the $5 between the 3 
men, so he gave each one of them $1 and he 
kept the other $2.  

This meant that the 3 men paid $9 each for 
the room for a total of $27. Add the $2 that 
the bellhop kept = $29. 

Answer: 

$30.00 - $5.00 = $25.00 

$25 divided by 3 = $8.33333333 

$8.33333333 x 3 = $25.00 + $3.00 = $28.00 + 
$2.00 (bellhop) = $30.00 

Thanks Grace  

http://www.rslangelescity.com/
mailto:secretary@rslangelescity.com
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MEMBER/WAG OF THE 
MONTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Ronald Parrott 

‘The Records must be Correct.’ 
That’s the catch cry from our 
Treasurer Ron Parrott.  

Ron is a worthy recipient of the 
Member/WAG of the Month. 

 As well as making sure the 
financial books are correct Ron 
spends hours upon hours searching 
the old records and meticulously 
making sure every member since 
the Angeles City RSL Charter in 
1994 is correct. Ron has been 
known to go to bed late then get 
up at 5am to chase an application 
or receipt in the many boxes of 
records he has at home concerning 
the Angeles City RSL.  

Every day an Email will come from 
him ‘I have found another member 
that has been left off, misspelt or 
membership details are wrong.’ 
When Ron is finished if it hasn’t 
sent him to the funny farm, the 
Angeles City RSL will have a 
precise database of every member 
who has been a part of our great 
organisation.     (hear hear) 

We try to be apolitical as we can 

but if we ignored the following 

article we would be doing a dis-

service to our veteran and retired 

members. 

 

 

Unprecedented attack on 
disabled veterans’ pensions 

continues 
 
The New Year brings a continuation 
of the government’s unprecedented 
attack on the pensions and benefits 
of disabled veterans and war 
widows. It wants the Senate to 
agree to the following measures. 

·     The downgrading of the 

indexation of the Service, TPI, other 

veterans’ disability and War Widows 

pensions as well as the Income 

Support Supplement and the 

equivalent MRCA payments. 

This may not be noticed at first 

because the initial reduction will be 

small, but over time it compounds 

and progressively makes a greater 

and greater difference. Mark Riley 

on 7 News reported on 11 April 

2014 that by 2020 the Service 

Pension would be round $100 a 

fortnight less than had no 

downgrading of indexation taken 

place. The Combined Pensioners 

and Superannuants Association 

(CPSA) estimate is much higher 

than that. 

·      Ceasing for three years any 

indexation catch ups of income 

means test free areas. 

This will hit Part Service Pensioners 

such as those whose also receiving 
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a Military Superannuation Pension 

(eg DFRDB/DFRB/MSBS). 

Part Service Pensioners are 

allowed a small means test free 

amount before their Service 

Pension begins to lose 50cents for 

every dollar of their income. That 

means test free amount is indexed 

so that it catches up with increases 

in the cost of living (inflation). 

The government intends to cease 

this indexation so that, in real terms, 

Part Service Pensioners’ pensions 

will be reduced. 

·     Part Service Pensioners will 

also be hit by the government’s 

intention to cease indexation of the 

maximum amount of income 

allowable before the pensioner 

becomes ineligible for any amount 

of Service Pension. 

It means that Part Service 

Pensioners are to be squeezed at 

both ends. 

·    Part Service Pensioners will be 

hit yet again by the government’s 

intention to reduce deeming 

thresholds then cease their 

indexation for three years. 

This will effectively reduce the real 

value of pensions. 

The government wants these 

changes to take effect in 2017, 

which is soon after the next Federal 

election. 

The combination of these changes 

would, as the years pass, drag 

disabled veteran and war widow 

pensioners further and further 

behind community income 

standards. 

And that’s not all. 

·    Gold Card holders presently 

receiving the much needed $886 

Seniors’ Supplement will be 

stripped of it. 

·   The three months' backdating of 
disability pensions will be scrapped.  

This is a mean one because 
the  backdating  recognises the 
unique nature of military service and 
the medical expenses that 
accumulate prior to a claim being 
lodged.  

Should the government get its way, 
it would be a considerable loss to 
disabled veterans. 

These unprecedented attacks on 

veterans’ and war widows’ benefits 

are spread amongst three bills the 

government will bring before the 

Senate for a vote early this year. 

Their spread between three bills is 

presumably a ploy to hide their 

combined effect, to sneak them 

through in diluted form. 

Those three bills are: 

·         Social Services and Other 

Legislation Amendment (2014 

Budget Measures No. 5) Bill 2014. 

·         Social Services and Other 

Legislation Amendment (Seniors 

Supplement Cessation) Bill 2014. 

·         Social Services and Other 
Legislation Amendment (2014 
Budget Measures No. 4) Bill 2014. 

 The question is: ‘Why is the 

government attacking disabled 

veterans and war widows?’  Haven’t 

they already sacrificed enough? 

We know Labor Senators and 

Senator Jacqui Lambie will vote 

against the bills and we understand 

the Australian Greens Senators will 

also vote against them. But this will 

not be enough to defeat them. The 

votes of Senators from the minor 

parties and of Independent 

Senators will decide. Here is a list of 

the Senators whose votes will be 

critical. 

If you would like to help having the 

nasty bills voted down, you could 

send this e-mail or one of your own 

to any or all of these Senators. 

 Senator Glenn Lazarus, Palmer 

United Party, 

senator.lazarus@aph.gov.au  

Senator Zhenya Wang, Palmer 

United Party, 

senator.wang@aph.gov.au 

Senator Nick Xenophon, 

Independent, senator, 

xenophon@aph.gov.au  

Senator Ricky Muir, Australian 

Motoring Enthusiasts Party, 

senator.muir@aph.gov.au  

Senator Bob Day AO, Family First 

Party, senator.day@aph.gov.au   

Senator John Leyohjelm, Liberal 

Democratic Party, 

senator.leyohjelm@aph.gov.au  

Senator John Madigan, 

Independent, 

senator.madigan@aph.gov.au  

Senator Whish-Wilson, Australian 

Greens, senator.whish-

wilson@aph.gov.au  

 Tim McCombe 

National President 

_________________________ 

This spot has deliberately 

been left blank as it is too 

small to put anything in it 

http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0022;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0160%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0022;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0160%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0022;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0160%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0014;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0160%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0014;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0160%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0014;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0160%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0018;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0160%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0018;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0160%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0018;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F2f675762-2571-4268-b435-28ce82b5e26c%2F0160%22
mailto:senator.lazarus@aph.gov.au
mailto:senator.wang@aph.gov.au
mailto:xenophon@aph.gov.au
mailto:senator.muir@aph.gov.au
mailto:senator.day@aph.gov.au
mailto:senator.leyohjelm@aph.gov.au
mailto:senator.madigan@aph.gov.au
mailto:senator.whish-wilson@aph.gov.au
mailto:senator.whish-wilson@aph.gov.au
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RETURNED & SERVICES LEAGUE – 
AUSTRALIA 

ANGELES CITY – PHILIPPINES SUB 
BRANCH 

MINUTES OF MONTHLY GENERAL 
MEETING – 10 Jan 2015 

Opening 

The Vice President Bob Barnes 
opened the meeting at 1400 hours. 
Apologies were received for James 
Curtis-Smith, Bill Barnes, Robert 
Rixon, Peter Renton and Chris 
Weeks. There were 23 members and 
one visitor present.   

Presidents Report 

The Chairman VP Bob Barnes read 
out the minutes of the Committee 
Meeting 06 Jan 15 

Treasurers Report 

The Treasurer Ron Parrot tabled the 
2015 Finance Report 

Ron reported 112 was a record 
number of members joining or 
renewing in Dec 14. 

Gary Barnes enquired if the Sub 
Branch received the Fat Boys check 
yet. Treasurer answered no. 

Scott Chambers asked about which 
exchange rate the Treasurer was  

using to do the financial reports. Ron 
replied the Ledger is still set at ₱ 40 
to AUD$1. He will look into changing 
it for 2015 seeing the exchange rate 
is around ₱36. 

Moved: Kooka  Seconded: Kevin 
Collins Vote: Unanimously Accepted 

Secretary Report 

Correspondence: There was no 
significant correspondence to report. 

The Secretary spoke on the 

arrangements of the Australia Day 

Fiesta  

 27.5 booths have been rented 

leaving 5.5 open. (FRA have 

a tentative booking for .5) 

 We have 8 Curry Cook-off 

contestants. 

To Do 

 5 days in advance we need to 

confirm the exact number of 

tents tables and chairs we 

require to Don King’s office. 

(Shey 09217247790) 

Confirm set up time 6:30am 

– Action Lindsay Drury 

Completed. 

 At present we would need 28 

tents (includes one extra tent 

for behind RSL’s) 49 4’x8’ 

table, 40 4’x4’ table and 348 

chairs. 

 Need 1 RSL tent for behind 

RSL rented tents. 

 Need 8 table Cloths for the 8 

RSL tables – Action Lindsay 

Drury 

 Require bottle openers for 

beer sales tent – Action 

Lindsay Drury 

 Need to confirm that 

Barangay will alert Field’s 

businesses of the Fiesta and 

to not park on the street – 

Action Lindsay Drury 

Completed 

 Need to confirm that the 

overhead canvas for the band 

stand will be there and 

installed - Action Kooka 

 Need vouchers for the raffle 

prizes signed - Action Ron 

Parrott Completed 

 Need Four Curry Cook of 

Trophies- Action Ron Parrott 

Completed 

 Need to confirm electricity 

use at Walk About for band 

and Starfish (40 amps) 

Completed 

Upcoming Events  

25 Jan 15 Australian Day Fiesta 

01 Feb 15 Families Day 

03 Feb 15 Committee Meeting  

17 Feb 15 Annual General Meeting 

 

 Medical Mission  07 Feb 15 

Mawaque Resettlement Village. 

 

Welfare Report 

Welfare Officer Ian Albrecht was 

absent. 

General Business 

AGM 17 FEB 15 

Returning Officer  
 Bruce McTavish 

Scrutineers   
 David Donney   

             Scott Chambers 

Gary Barnes reminded the meeting 
that ANZAC Day will commence at 
0500 at Clark Cemetery. 

The Meeting closed at 1500 hours. 

____________________________ 

 

SUPPLIER OF DRINKING WATER AT OUR 

MEDICAL MISSIONS 
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www.beyondtheblackstump.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Australia Day Fiesta    
shirts for 2015 

ON SALE NOW ONLY ₱500 

AND ARE AVAILABLE AT 

the following 
establishments. 

Baby Dolls, Blue 
Rock Subic, 
Emotions, 
Eruptions, 

Garfields, Honky 
Tonk, Moons, Night 
Moves,  Ponderosa, 
Stampede, Tequila 
Reef, Walkabout, 

Wild Orchid 
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Clark cemetery now a PH-

US ‘battleground’ 

 

 This hallowed resting place of Filipino and 

American soldiers is now a seeming 

battleground between two long-standing allies. 

The Philippines and the United States are 

swapping complaints over burial rights at Clark 

Veterans Cemetery (CVC), a 68-year-old burial 

ground for US veterans and Filipino soldiers 

located in Pampanga that it now appears is being 

planned for restoration in accordance with 

recently passed US legislation. 

The 7-hectare cemetery has been under the 

control of the state-run Bases Conversion and 

Development Authority (BCDA) after the US 

military abandoned Clark Air Force Base in 

1991 following the eruption of Mt. Pinatubo. 

It is known to be the final resting place of some 

8,600 war veterans, including fallen American 

soldiers from battles as far back as the Spanish-

American War, through more recent conflicts, 

and the Filipino scouts who saw action under the 

US Army in World War II, along with their 

dependents. 

In 2013, however, the US signaled its interest in 

taking control of the cemetery, initiating efforts 

to restore it, after US President Barack Obama 

signed into law the Dignified Burial and Other 

Veterans’ Benefits Improvement Act of 2012. 

The legislation included a provision introduced 

by US Senators Kelly Ayotte and Mark Begich, 

which “requires the American Battle Monuments 

Commission (ABMC) to restore, operate, and 

maintain the CVC.” 

A press statement posted on Jan. 11, 2013, on 

the official website of Ayotte, the New 

Hampshire senator who pushed for the passage 

of the CVC restoration law, said the US 

considered CVC “a permanent American 

cemetery in a foreign country.” 

The cemetery remains to be a Philippine 

property. 

The statement, which announced the passage of 

the CVC rehabilitation law, said the ABMC was 

“the appropriate federal agency to oversee the 

cemetery’s management and maintenance.” 

The ABMC also takes care of the Mexico City 

National Cemetery and the Corozal American 

Cemetery in Panama, “both of which are similar 

to the CVC,” the statement said. The ABMC 

also runs US veteran cemeteries and monuments 

around Europe. 

In December 2013, the US Embassy and the 

BCDA signed an agreement under which the US 

allocated $5 million in funding for the 

rehabilitation of the CVC. 

After the signing of the pact, however, there 

followed a sharp disagreement between the US 

Embassy and the BCDA president and chief 

executive officer Arnel  Paciano Casanova over 

what the latter claimed was the former’s 

objection to Filipino soldiers being buried in the 

cemetery. 

According to Casanova, there has been “no 

formal turnover yet” in terms of operational 

control of the cemetery for the US to object to 

the burial of Filipinos at the CVC. 

Casanova protested in a strongly worded letter 

on Oct. 13, 2014, to US Deputy Chief of Mission 

in Manila Brian Goldbeck, who had allegedly 

conveyed that message to him in a meeting five 

days earlier. 

“For the record, I take exception to your position 

that while we should allow US veterans to be 

buried in the cemetery, you disagreed strongly 

[to] allowing Filipino soldiers and veterans to be 

buried there,” said Casanova in his letter to the 

US official, a copy of which was obtained by the 

Inquirer. 

“By taking the position that we cannot bury our 

own Filipino soldiers on that site, you are 

basically saying that as hosts—after welcoming 

you and embracing you warmly in our house—

we should then look for our children to leave the 

house and go in the cold wilderness and 

homelessness as you enjoy the comfort and 

warmth of our home,” he said. 

He said Goldbeck suggested that Filipino 

soldiers be buried elsewhere, and reportedly 

“threatened to bring the matter to [the] US 

Congress,” saying it would “take umbrage” if the 

Philippine side insists on having “the same 

privilege given to Filipino soldiers”. 

“Here we are, opening our doors to them as a 

sign of goodwill, but what we receive in return is 

a disrespect and discrimination against our own. 

That’s why I wrote that strong letter,” said 

Casanova in an interview. 

 

 US burials suspended 

Casanova forthwith ordered the suspension of 

US burials at the Pampanga cemetery—a move 

that caught Ayotte’s attention. 

In a letter to Philippine Ambassador to the 

United States Jose Cuisia Jr., Ayotte said the 

suspension had “placed financial and emotional 

burdens on families of [US] veterans.” 

“I am gratified by the cooperation between our 

two governments to ensure American veterans 

and their family members buried there have the 

dignified final resting place they have earned. 

However, I am concerned by reports that burials 

at [CVC] have been suspended, and I request 

your help in rectifying this situation as soon as 

possible,” said Ayotte in her letter, a copy of 

which was posted on her website. 

She reminded  Cuisia of the 2013 Veterans Law, 

which authorized the ABMC to manage the 

CVC. The US lawmaker asked the ambassador’s 

help “in resolving this situation as soon as 

possible.” 

“I am sure you would agree that when a family 

of a veteran is grieving the loss of their loved 

one, they should not have to cope with 

bureaucratic obstacles related to burial 

arrangements,” Ayotte said. 

Casanova’s Sept. 30, 2014 letter to Goldbeck, 

did show that the BCDA had indeed ordered the 

suspension of burials at the cemetery pending the 

rehabilitation of the facility. 

He said Filipino and American veterans deserved 

“a memorial park befitting the nobility of their 

supreme sacrifice.” 

“This cannot be done if new burials will be 

allowed before its full restoration. As of this 

time, no restoration has been commenced or a 

clear plan presented,” the BCDA chief said in his 

letter, suggesting that the US “immediately” 

begin restoration efforts. 

The real issue 

On Saturday, however, Casanova said that “we 

have not suspended the burials” and that they 

were “ongoing.” 

“The real issue is the discrimination,” he said. 

“I feel it’s a discrimination against our own 

soldiers, which we cannot allow. It’s the right of 

our soldiers to be buried in the Philippines, and 

Philippine land is inalienable,” he said in an 

interview. 

The above article was retrieved from the  

Philippine Inquirer 
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This being the month that Australia 

celebrates Australia Day on the 26th 

of January, below is a little bit about 

Australia and her citizens that may 

be of interest to those who have 

never been ‘down-under’. 

A witty, fairly accurate and 
strangely informative essay about 

Australia. 

AUSTRALIA AND 

AUSTRALIANS 

The following is by Douglas 

Adams of "Hitchhiker's Guide 

to the Galaxy"fame. 

"Australia is a very confusing place, 

taking up a large amount of the 

bottom half of the planet.  It is 

recognizable from orbit because of 

many unusual features, including 

what at first looks like an 

enormous bite taken out of its 

southern edge; a wall of sheer cliffs 

which plunge into the girting 

sea.  Geologists assure us that this is 

simply an accident of geomorphology, 

but they still call it the "Great 

Australian Bight", proving that not 

only are they covering up a more 

frightening theory but they can't spell 

either. 

The first of the confusing things 

about Australia is the status of the 

place.  Where other landmasses and 

sovereign lands are classified as 

continent, island or country, Australia 

is considered all three. 

Typically, it is unique in this. 

The second confusing thing about 

Australia is the animals.  They can be 

divided into three categories: 

Poisonous, Odd, and Sheep.  It is 

true that of the 10 most poisonous 

arachnids on the planet, Australia has 

9 of them. Actually, it would be more 

accurate to say that of the 9 most 

poisonous arachnids, Australia has all 

of them. However, there are few 

snakes, possibly because the spiders 

have killed them all. 

Funnel-

web 

spider 

 

But even the spiders won't go near 

the sea.  Any visitors should be 

careful to check inside boots (before 

putting them on), under toilet seats 

(before sitting down) and generally 

everywhere else.  A stick is very 

useful for this task. 

The last confusing thing about 

Australia is the inhabitants. 

 

A short history: Sometime around 

40,000 years ago some people 

arrived in boats from the north.  They 

ate all the available food, and a lot of 

them died.  The ones who survived 

learned respect for the balance of 

nature, man's proper place in the 

scheme of things, and spiders.  They 

settled in and spent a lot of the 

intervening time making up strange 

stories. 

 

Then, around 200 years ago, 

Europeans arrived in boats from the 

north. More accurately, European 

convicts were sent, with a few 

deranged people in charge.  They 

tried to plant their crops in autumn 

(failing to take account of the 

reversal of the seasons), ate all their 

food, and a lot of them died. 

About then the sheep arrived, and 

have been treasured ever since.  It is 

interesting to note here that the 

Europeans always consider 

themselves vastly superior to any 

other race they encounter, since they 

can lie, cheat, steal and litigate 

(marks of a civilized culture they 

say), whereas all the Aboriginals can 

do is happily survive being left in the 

middle of a vast red-hot desert, 

equipped with a stick. 

Eventually, the new lot of people 

stopped being Europeans on 

'extended holiday' and became 

Australians.  The changes are subtle, 

but deep, caused by the mind-

stretching expanses of nothingness 

and eerie quiet, where a person can 

sit perfectly still and look deep inside 

themselves to the core of their 

essence, their reasons for being, and 

the necessity of checking inside their 

boots every morning for fatal 

surprises.  They also picked up the 

most finely tuned sense of irony in 

the world, and the Aboriginal gift for 

making up stories.  Be warned. 

 

There is also the matter of the 

beaches.  Australian beaches are 

simply the nicest and best in the 

world, although anyone actually 

venturing into the sea will have to 

contend with sharks, stinging 

jellyfish, stonefish (a fish which sits 

on the bottom of the sea, pretends to 

be a rock and has venomous barbs 

sticking out of its back that will kill 

just from the pain) and surf- 

boarders.  However, watching a 

beach sunset is worth the risk. 

Stone fish 

 

As a result of all this hardship, dirt, 

thirst and wombats, you would 

expect Australians to be a dour 

lot.  Instead, they are genial, jolly, 

cheerful and always willing to share a 

kind word with a stranger. 

Faced with insurmountable odds and 

impossible problems, they smile 

disarmingly and look for a 

stick.  Major engineering feats have 
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been per-formed with sheets of 

corrugated iron, string and mud. 

 

Alone of all the races on earth, they 

seem to be free from the 'Grass 

is greener on the other side of the 

fence' syndrome, and roundly 

proclaim that Australia is, in fact, the 

other side of that fence. 

They call the land "Oz" or "Godzone" 

(a verbal contraction of "God's 

Own Country"). THE IRRITATING 

THING ABOUT THIS IS THEY MAY BE 

RIGHT. 

TIPS TO SURVIVING 

AUSTRALIA 

Don't ever put your hand down a hole 

for any reason WHATSOEVER. 

 

The beer is stronger than you think, 

regardless of how strong you 

think it is. 

Good old 

Fosters 

lager 

 

 

Always carry a stick. 

 

Air-conditioning is imperative. 

 

Do not attempt to use Australian 

slang unless you are a trained 

linguist and extremely good in a fist 

fight. 

 

Wear thick socks. 

 

Take good maps.  Stopping to ask 

directions only works when there are 

people nearby. 

 

If you leave the urban areas, carry 

several litres of water with you 

at all times, or you will die.  And don't 

forget a stick. 

 

Even in the most embellished stories 

told by Australians, there is 

always a core of truth that it is 

unwise to ignore. 

 

 HOW TO IDENTIFY        

AUSTRALIANS 

They waddle when they walk due to 

the 53 expired petrol discount 

vouchers stuffed in their wallet or 

purse. 

They pronounce Melbourne as "Mel-

bin". 

They think it makes perfect sense to 

decorate highways with large 

fibreglass bananas, prawns and 

sheep. 

They think "Woolloomooloo" is a 

perfectly reasonable name for a 

place, that "Wagga Wagga" can be 

abbreviated to "Wagga", but "Woy 

Woy" can't be called "Woy". 

Their hamburgers will contain 

beetroot.  Apparently it's a must-

have. 

They don't think it's summer until the 

steering wheel is too hot to handle. 

They believe that all train timetables 

are works of fiction. 

 

And they all carry a stick! 

 

 Stick 

_____________________________ 

 

 
 
 

AUSTRALIAN FILIPINOS 
 

IN WORLD WAR 2 

Part 4  :  the Garr family 

The earliest Filipino connection with Darwin 
began with the pearl and shell divers of the 
1870s and 1880s who became patriarchs of 
Territorian families – such as Carlos Ga from 
northeastern Mindanao.  

At least seventeen Filipino-Australians with a 
Northern Territory connection are known to 
have volunteered for uniformed service 
during World War 2. 

The Garr family 

The Garr and See-Kee families of Darwin 
are descended from the Filipino pearlshell-
diver Carlos Ga (1854-1931) from the 
Dinagat Islands northeast of Mindanao. He 
came to Thursday Island in about 1870 at 
the age of 16, and later went to Port 
Darwin. He fathered eleven children with 
his Welsh wife Mary Anne Bunyan (1864-
1909).  

The four sons who lived to adulthood all 
volunteered for the AIF in 1915 – three 
served overseas, two were killed-in-action, 
and one was wounded and decorated for 
bravery. During World War 2, one of these 
veterans and two of Carlos Ga’s grandsons 
enlisted for military service. Carlos Ga was 
recognised by Darwin City Council in 2000 
with the naming of ‘Carlos Road’ at East 
Arm in his honour.    

Q54723 Private Glamor Garr MM (1892-
1973) 

Carlos and Mary Anne Ga’s fifth child, and 
third son, was born in Palmerston on 2 
December 1892. He was christened 
‘Guillermo Gah’, and as a boy was known 
as ‘Glomo’.  

Guillermo worked as a labourer and 
pearlshell diver in Darwin. During World 
War 1, he joined the AIF on 23 November 
1915 at the age of 22, using the name 
‘Glamor Garr’. He served with the 26th 
Battalion, as also did fellow Filipino-
Australian from Darwin Elias Conanan, and 
also Bert Borella – who was wounded, 

commissioned, awarded the Military 
Medal and mentioned-in-despatches.   

Glamor Garr received gunshot wounds to 
the back and chest during the attack on 
Pozières in August 1916, saw action on the 
Ypres Salient in Belgium, and was awarded 

the Military Medal for bravery at  
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Villers-Bretonneux on the night of 17/18 
July 1918. In that same action that night, 
Bert Borella earned the Victoria Cross – the 
only VC awarded to a Territorian. 

Glamor returned to Australia in May 1919 
and settled on Thursday Island. In 1920 he 
married Licowra (‘Cissie’) Boota (1898-
1945) of the Mabuygilgal people from 
Mabuiag Island in the Torres Strait (her 
father Tom had come from Guadalcanal).  

Glamor suffered some embarrassment 
after Anzac Day 1935 when James Smith 
aged 65, recently released from jail, bailed 
him up and said, ‘Let me try your weight’. 
He grabbed Garr and lifted him bodily into 
the air. Meanwhile an accomplice came up 
and took Garr’s ribbon brooch and 
‘Discharged Returned Soldier Badge’ from 
his pocket.   

He volunteered again during World War 2 – 
enlisting in Cairns on 9 May 1942 at the age 
of 48. He saw full-time service with the 
15th Garrison Battalion at Rockhampton, 
Queensland (Northern Command) for the 
next two years, and was discharged as 
medically unfit on 3 April 1944.  

Glamor Garr MM, a veteran of service in 
two wars, died in Cairns on 30 April 1973 at 
the age of 79 and was buried in the Cairns 
War Cemetery. In this same cemetery, a 
marble headstone bearing an engraved 
Rising Sun badge marks the grave of 
Sapper Joey Conanan. Neither of their 
names are listed on the Cairns Sailors and 
Soldiers Memorial though, because they 
had enlisted elsewhere. 

The name of Glamor Garr MM can be found 
on a Thursday Island Honour Board in the 
foyer of the Torres Shire Council building 
which lists the names of 62 citizens from 
the Torres Strait area who served during 
the Great War.  

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: 
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captions Image 1 

 

4417 Private Glamor Garr in 1916, aged 23 
[Northern Territory Library Service, image 
no. 10070/21 4541 – used with permission]. 

Image 2 

 

Q54723 Private Glamor Garr MM in 1942, 
aged 48. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKS DIGGER 

THE ‘THANKS DIGGER’ FACEBOOK PAGE 

HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AS A TRIBUTE 

TO ALL AUSTRALIAN SERVICE 

PERSONNEL AND OTHERS WHO HAVE 

SERVED IN THE DEFENCE OF AUSTRALIA 

AND AUSTRALIA’S INTERESTS. 

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/THANKS.
DIGGER     |     
THANKSDIGGER@GMAIL.COM 

__________________________________ 

 

THIS GOING TO CAUSE OUR DEPT OF 

VETERANS AFFAIRS  A LOT OF 

HEADACHES 

THE AUSTRALIAN JANUARY 08, 

2015 

A GOVERNMENT contractor alleged to 

have unwittingly relied on a forged 

document to assess a military veteran's 

medical compensation claim will be 

called as a witness in an up-coming 

legal challenge to the use of reports 

provided by his company. 

The Australian revealed yesterday that 

the federal government had quietly 

stopped using the company, Writeway 

Research Service, after launching an 

investigation into allegations one of its 

researchers, retired army colonel 

Peter Langford, relied on a forged 

document challenging a veteran's 

account. 

The document claimed to have been 

written on the authority of the head of 

one of Australia's intelligence agencies, 

although the Australian Signals 

Directorate has denied this was the 

case.  

The veteran, a 57-year-old who 

said she suffered depression after 

serving in East Timor, subsequently lost 

her case for compensation. The fraud 

allegation was investigated by the 

Defence Department and the 

Department of Veterans' Affairs and it is 

understood the case has since been 

passed to the Australian Government 

Solicitor. 

 

mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
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It can now be revealed that another of 

Writeway's "military research 

reports" written by Mr Langford is at the 

centre of another case due to be 

heard by the Administrative Appeals 

Tribunal as early as this month. 

In this case a veteran, who The 

Australian agreed not to name, is 

appealing against the rejection of his 

compensation claim on the basis the 

government relied solely on the 

Writeway report. 

The report in question predates the 

recent decision to stop using Writeway 

and could open the floodgates to 

other legal claims from veterans. 

Writeway has received more than $1 

million from the Department of 

Veterans' Affairs to produce research 

reports since the late 1990s, -

influencing the department's decision to 

award compensation for wounds 

received on active service. 

Rod Thompson, the veteran's advocate 

leading the appeal, said: "Once the 

Writeway report is taken out of the 

matter, the department has nothing. In 

some cases the department has spent 

far more money challenging the cases 

than they would have on the original 

(compensation) payment." 

Writeway faces a new investigation 

from the Australian Information 

Commissioner, which is reviewing a 

complaint lodged last month into the 

alleged use of the false document. Paul 

Copeland, a veteran's advocate who 

made the complaint, has asked the 

commissioner to consider the lack of 

response from the department, to which 

he reported allegations about the 

allegedly forged document last January. 

A DVA statement last night said: "The 

departmental enquiry into the 

allegations raised is due to be 

completed shortly; it is not appropriate 

to provide further comment until this 

has been concluded." Mr Langford 

could not be contacted yesterday but 

Writeway has said the allegedly forged 

document was given to him by another 

retired army officer, and he took it 

"at face value". 

The use of Writeway to investigate 

claims for DVA has been a bone of 

contention for years by veterans and 

their advocacy teams. This will open 

a can of worms, hopefully in the 

veterans benefit.  Ed 

____________________________ 

A point of concern for Australian 

veterans living overseas. 

Pensions Officer Dallas Drake was 

approached by a veterans asking for 

assistance concerning correspondence 

between Dept of Veterans Affairs (DVA) 

and him (veterans). Xxx had written to 

DVA but there was limited result. 

Here is an edited transcript of what Dallas 

sent and a result he received: 

Dear Rod,  

XXX has asked for my assistance with this 

issue as it is a matter of concern to ALL 

veterans who live overseas. 

May I suggest the following options. 

 

1. Veterans who have NOK living in 

Australia request DVA to send any mail to 

that address in Australia, and they (NOK) 

communicate to the veteran any issues 

needing attention. 

2. DVA compile a email listing of veterans 

living overseas and send by email direct to 

the veteran all notices should they 

request this option.. 

3. Where Veterans are Member of the 

RSL’s such as Angeles City Philippines they 

request DVA to send via Australian 

Embassy Locked Bag for on-forwarding to 

the RSL Secretary. 

(Dallas went on to state failures in the Phil 

Post System) 

Response from DVA: 

Dear Dallas, 
  
Many thanks for your email and for 
raising this important matter. 
  

As regards xxx’s situation – we have 
instituted measures that will ensure that 
all correspondence for xxx is scanned 
and emailed to xxx by secure email. I 
have emailed xxx and advised him of the 
details of the new arrangements.  
  
Turning to the broader issue of mail 
correspondence for those living overseas 
this, as you will appreciate, is a Whole of 
Government issue and not confined to 
Veterans’ Affairs.  
We have taken your thoughts on board 
and these will inform future discussion 
at a higher level to determine the best 
approach in this important issue. 
  
Once again, many thanks for your 
concern and interest. 
  
With kind regards, 
 
Result was a good one for xxx. DVA are 
now sending him secured emails 
concerning correspondence between 
them  and xxx. 
We suggest that anyone in xxx 
situation contact DVA (in this case) and 
ask that they be corresponded with in 
the same manner. 
In this day and age, with mail being 
hijacked, identities stolen etc, it makes 
sense that the IT system be used more. 
ED 
______________________________ 
 

Sign over a Gynecologist's Office: 

'Dr. Jones, at your cervix.' 

In a Podiatrist's office: 

'Time wounds all heels.' 

On a Septic Tank Truck : 

Yesterday's Meals on Wheels 

At a Proctologist's door: 

'To expedite your visit please back in.' 

On a Plumber's truck: 

'We repair what your husband fixed.' 

On another Plumber's truck: 

'Don't sleep with a drip. Call your 

plumber..!!' 
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Angeles City RSL 

NOTICE 

Annual General Meeting 
In Accordance with Angeles City RSL Constitution Bylaw 

 

2.1 The Officers and the Committee will be elected annually at an Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Sub Branch.   

 

Tuesday 17 February 2015 at 2:00pm at the Angeles City RSL Club 
Rooms Ponderosa Hotel San Pablo St Mt View Subd Balibago 
Angeles City. 

………………………………………………………………… 

To conduct the following Business: 

 To adopt the duly audited Balance Sheets and Income and 

Expenditure Accounts. 

 To accept Annual Report 

 Conduct Annual Elections of Committee positions 

Nominations for Committee positions shall be in writing and be signed 
by at least (2) members entitled to vote and given to the Secretary at 
least 24 hours before the AGM. Nominations will be accepted from the 
floor. 
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Branch By-Law 1  

Form of Appointment of Proxy  

I,                                                                         of                                                                 
                         
being a Member of the Angeles City RSL Returned & Services League of Australia  
 
(Victorian Branch) Inc. ("the Branch") hereby appoint ……………………………………..  
 
being a Member of the Branch, as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at the Annual  
 
General Meeting (AGM) to be held on 17 Feb 15 and at any adjournment of that  
 
conference/meeting.  
 
My proxy is authorised to speak and vote in favour of/against (delete as applicable) any  
 
AGM Election position listed below. 
 
 

1. Election of positions in the Committee 
 
Nomination …………………………………… Position…………………………………….. 
 
Nomination …………………………………… Position…………………………………….. 
 
Nomination …………………………………… Position…………………………………….. 
 
Nomination …………………………………… Position…………………………………….. 
 
Nomination …………………………………… Position…………………………………….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………  Date ……………………. 

 

Please scan and send to Secretary at secretary@rslangelescity.com  or 
hand to Secretary by 12 FEB 15. 

   

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@rslangelescity.com
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NOMINATION FOR BRANCH ELECTION 

NOTE: Nominee, proposer and seconder MUST be financial members of Angeles City RSL. 

Full Name of  

 

Nominee……………………………………………………… 

 

                                   Office nominated for ……………………………………………… 

 

I accept the nomination for the position 

 

Signature …………………………………………………………………………….. 

 Date ……………………………… 

 

PROPOSER 

Full name of Proposer ……………………………………………………………… 

Signature……………………………………..……………………………………….. 

Date…………………………….…. 

 

SECONDER 

Full name of Proposer ………………………………………………………………… 

Signature……………………………………..………………………………………….. 

Date…………………………….…. 

 

Please scan and send to Secretary at: secretary@rslangelescity.com 

or 

hand to Secretary by 12 FEB 15. 

 

mailto:secretary@rslangelescity.com
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“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


