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President’s Report
by James Curtis-Smith – Sub-Branch President

daughter Anne and
employs some nurses to
look after him. He is also
on a fitness regime to
aid the healing process.

He may well be out of action for
another month or more. He is
confident that our committee can
successfully keep our Sub-Branch
activities going in his absence.
Daughter Anne would like to thank
all those who wrote, emailed,
visited or sent cards to Jim during
this period.

For those not in the know,
President Jim is in Manila
recovering from major heart
surgery where blocked arteries
were corrected.
He is doing well, and as the
picture above shows, he loves his
heart.
But he is out of hospital on
condition that he stay with

I am sure that if Jim was well
enough to put together a monthly
report, he would have commented
on the great work that our team
did with the training of putting
together our new wheelchairs that
were imported from Perth for our
Wheelchairs 4 Kids programme.
That training was professionally
carried out by Ms Lois Moir who
came to Angeles and conducted
the training. There will be a few
pictures further into the newsletter
regarding this training.

Jim would also ask for the usual
volunteers to assist at the next
Medical Mission for kids, details
are shown later. (see page 3)
The raffles venue has changed
from Emotions to Night Moves,
and at this stage, working out very
well.
I am sure that all members wish
Jim a speedy and full recovery.
Larry
Editor
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RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE
October 2014
Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every
Saturday at 6.00 PM.
Weekly CHARITY Raffle DRAW
NOW EVERY Monday at Night
Moves Club at 4:30 PM.
MEDICAL MISSION 04 OCT 14
Pio Model Resettlement Village
about 23 kms from the ponderosa
(see Facebook or web site for
Mud Map on page 3.
Tuesday 07 OCT 14 2.00 PM...
COMMITTEE Meeting * 2.00pm
Social Tuesday Ponderosa *
4.00pm KINGS HEAD *
VALHALLA * LA BAMBA

Friday 19 Sep 14 and the
Establishment girls started selling
straight away.
As a result our inaugural raffle at
Night Moves on 22 Sep 14
collected ₱9,700 towards the
needy children of Angeles. The
Angeles City RSL thanks Steve
and his dedicated staff for
conducting our weekday raffle and
hope it’s a long association.
Members are encourage to
support the raffle and Night
Moves of a Monday evening
between 3:00 to 6:00 pm. Tickets
bought during the week are
posted on the board if the person
is absent and prize kept until next
visit.

Tuesday 14 OCT 14 2.00 PM
WELFARE COMMITTEE *
2.00pm Social Tuesday
Ponderosa * 4.00pm SWAGMAN
Tuesday 21 OCT 14 2.00PM
MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING
* 2.00pm Social Tuesday
Ponderosa * 4.00pm 4.00
VOODOO *ANGEL WITCH *
ROAD HOUSE
Tuesday 28 OCT 14 2.00pm
Social Tuesday Ponderosa *
4.00pm PONDEROSA
Check out our web site
WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM
or Facebook for details or
Emailsecretary@rslangelescity.co
m +639177956785
___________________________

RAFFLES

John Meredith (A/C) * Eric Zarrielio
(A/) * Marjen Sulvera (A/C) *
Muggunborfer Andreas (A/C) *
Michael Hopkins (A/C) * Peter
Whiteman (NSW) * Darby Allen
(A/C) * John Seymour (A/C) * Regis
Weingariner (A/C) *

The mid-week Wednesday raffle
at Emotions has been stopped
due to low returns for effort.
Night Moves manager Steve has
graciously allowed the RSL to
hold a raffle on Monday evening
with the draw at 4:30pm.
The barrel, tickets and price
sheets were given to Steve on

The inaugural raffle was conducted in part by Ray Stenhouse
and ‘Kooka’ (above)
___________________________
Angeles City RSL Web site and
Facebook.
The Angeles City RSL City RSL Web
Site and Facebook is there to
promote the great work members
and WAGs are carry out here in
Angeles. It is a way of promoting the
Angeles City RSL to the members
families friends and prospective
members all over the world. Many
members have worked tirelessly on
Medical Missions, Raffles and
organised outings (eg Australia Day
Fiesta) to promote the true
wholesome image of our Sub Branch
many klms from Australia.
Please do not use the Angeles City
RSL web site or Facebook for
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political religious or degrading
motivated personal thoughts. Your
thoughts may not agree with the
other 600 odd members in our Sub
Branch. We have worked hard to
have a great rewarding corporate
image in a country that welcomes us
and praises our efforts. The last
thing we need to be seen is negative
or racist.
Honorary Secretary Angels City RSL

Enter STEX and head south to the
Porac exit, and exit there - then
proceed 5k (approx) to the
Angeles/Porac Rd and turn right When you get to the cross-road at
Porac, turn left (Do not cross bridge)
and travel 300meters to Joven Rd
and turn right. Its approx 3k to Pio
where you turn left at the trike
station and go through the market to
the square at the end - look right and
you will see the covered area.

OUR MEDICAL MISSION FOR
SATURDAY 4TH OF OCTOBER 2014
DIRECTIONS AND MUD MAP

If you are on a bike or don't want to
use STEX. All up its approximately 19
k from Ponderosa.

Directions

Proceed down Perimeter Road to the
Friendship Highway - follow the
Friendship Highway and turn right
onto the Angeles/Porac Road
(Jollibee) - follow that over the
Megadyke wall and follow 8k to
Porac where you turn left at the

If you are in a car and wish to use the
STEX (Further but Quicker)
All up its approx 23k from
Ponderosa.
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cross road (do not go over the
bridge) Travel 300meters and turn
right at Joven Rd. Its approx 3k to Pio
where you turn left at the trike
station and go through the market to
the square at the end - look right and
you will see the covered area.
It will be signed from the Porac
Access Road/Angeles Porac Road.
The Angeles/Porac Road is also
known as "Angeles-PoracFloridablanca-Dinalupihan Rd"
For those of you who have been
around for a while – it’s basically the
old way we used to go to Subic.
Of course, those with their own cars
and intend to drive, it would be
appreciated if they could take a
passenger or two with them. Be at
Ponderosa for a 7 am departure.
(All directions are the hard work of
co-ordinator Lindsay Drury) Ed

___________________________
HERE IS JOHN WALLACE FROM
HEATHCOTE AGAIN WITH MORE
DONATIONS
Just to refresh your memory, last
month we gave an insight into a great
bloke in Heathcote Victoria who sat
outside an IGA (Independent Grocers
Association) supermarket and raffled
off a trailer load of fire wood to gain
funds for our W4K (wheel chairs for
kids) programme.
Here is John again, with another email
to Secretary Ray:
Greetings Raymond, from John Wallace
in rural Heathcote. Central Victoria,
Australia.
Ray, I have great pleasure to inform you
and the members over there, that today I
deposited the sum of One thousand and
fifty five dollars into your bank
account, receipt #T425809780113.
This money was raised by me, with two
wood raffles outside our local
supermarket, plus numerous other
personal donations by others.

Ray, this effort does not involve our
Heathcote Sub Branch, but I was able to
talk them into a donation of $75 plus
about $10 that a few members added to
it. I spoke to our secretary at our meeting
last Saturday. He informed me that he will
forward that to you separately, in due
course.

4
SO THIS IS WHAT ALL THE CUSTOMS
KERFUFFLE WAS ABOUT

Ray. There are a few people I would like
you to thank in a return email to me so
that I can print off, and copy to show
them.
First on the list is the Heathcote I.G.A
supermarket for allowing me to book a
spot outside their store, for the wood
raffles, they also put a collection tin inside
their store.
Second, Travis and Lynne Edwards,
proprietors of the Union Hotel in
Heathcote. Travis and Lynne, on hearing
about what I was trying to do, promptly
handed over $75 dollars for a wheel chair,
they also had a collection tin in the hotel.
Third, Debbie and Colin Carrington, both
Heathcote Sub Branch members, and
very good friends of mine, they not only
donated another $75, but in January of
this year, hosted the wedding of myself
and my Filipino bride. Rosellee..
And finally, a chap by the name of
Brian Leeder, a member of Reservoir Sub
Branch in Melbourne, who visits our
Heathcote Sub Branch frequently, he
added $50 to my $100 to purchase two
wheelchairs.
Ray, all these people made my job in
raising this amount of money just that little
bit easier.
I have already booked my spot outside
the supermarket for next year’s colder
months, May through to September, to
hold a wood raffle on the second
Thursday of each of those months, so
that is 5 more fund raising days for the
kids next year.
And considering that the two wood raffles
this year raised a total of $725, I should
be able to send a sizeable amount of
dollars to you for the kids again next year.
We again thank John and his supporters
for their efforts to assist us. Ed

These are the new style wheelchairs that
were donated to us for distribution to
needy families in our area. They came
disassembled in cartons and had to be
reassembled.
President Jim gave a run-down on the
kerfuffle these chairs caused getting
them through Philippine customs in last
months newsletter. But the effort was
worth it as they are tremendous chairs,
very suited to the under-developed areas
that they will operate in.
Next page there are some pictures of our
people being trained by Lois Moir. They
have to be assembled to actually fit the
user, hence the need for training our
people in doing the task.
The provision of these style wheelchairs
would not have been possible without
the generosity of the Wheelchairs for
Kids organisation in Perth WA who
donated the chairs for distribution by our
Sub Branch.
These chairs greatly enhance the
mobility of indigent families in the areas
that we reside and support.
It further displays the generosity of the
Australian people, represented by our
Sub Branch.

ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 90

5

Left are the sub
branch members
who attended
training by Lois
Moir (centre).
They are standing
around a recently
re-assembled
wheelchair, put
together as a final
examination
conducted by Lois.
Lois went to a
medical mission
during her trip to
Angeles City.

This little recipient isn’t too sure what is
going on. Note the tray that can be
attached to the wheelchair. Lois Is
attempting to re-assure the little one that
all is well and the chair has been correctly
put together !!!
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MINISTER FOR VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
SUBSCRIPTION LIST
FRIDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER

NEW INITIATIVE LINKING
INJURED VETERANS TO
EMPLOYMENT
Recognising the unique nature of military
service, I am pleased to announce a new trial
initiative that will help wounded, injured or ill
veterans achieve employment opportunities
as part of their recovery.
As a nation, we owe a great debt to the men
and women who have served in our Defence
Force. It is incumbent upon us to do
everything we can to facilitate the
rehabilitation of those who have been injured
and to help them transition to post service
employment.
This trial veterans employment assistance
initiative builds on the traditional approach
to rehabilitation and brings a greater focus in
linking veterans to employment
opportunities.
Under the trial initiative, veterans who have
identified that they wish to return to work
will undergo early assessment of their
vocational rehabilitation needs. This will
include aligning the skills they have
developed in the Australian Defence Force
(ADF) to potential civilian employment
opportunities. Participants will also
undertake employment focused training in
line with their abilities and aspirations.
Those who have served in the ADF bring to
future employment a unique range of skills
and experiences. i am sure that every
Australian will join with me in wanting those
veterans who need assistance, and their
families, to improve their wellbeing, restore
their independence, realise their skills and
capabilities, and secure meaningful
employment.
Today I presented Downer EDI Works with a
certificate of appreciation, in recognition of
their employment of a former ADF member.
I have asked my department to work closely
with employers to match employment
opportunities with veterans and ensure the
best outcome for all. The veterans
employment assistance initiative will
broaden the vocational and non-vocational
assistance and support available to former
ADF members.
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This initiative will further strengthen our
already world-leading repatriation system by
assisting those who wish to return to
employment following injury.

To access DVA Webclaim health
professionals will need a Medicare provider
number and an individual Public Key
Infrastructure (PKI) certificate.

The veterans employment assistance
initiative is being undertaken as a trial in
Queensland involving up to 50 participants
and will help inform a future national
approach.

To register for an Individual PKI Certificate
visit the DHS PKI page to fill out an
application form.

For more information visit
www.dva.gov.au/rehabilitation

More information on DVA Webclaim can be
found at
http://www.dva.gov.au/service_providers/Pa
ges/Webclaim.aspx

__________________________

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
Subscription List Thursday, 18
September 2014
VA073
WEBCLAIM ONLINE SERVICE FOR
HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS
The Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA)
has launched a new online claims system for
allied health providers servicing the veteran
community.
DVA Webclaim is a no-cost online service
that has been developed specifically to help
reduce the administrative costs and practice
resources required to service the needs of
veterans.
DVA Webclaim is now accessible to all allied,
dental and optical health providers through
the Department of Human Services (DHS)
Health Professional Online Services (HPOS)
portal.
The system enables providers to lodge
claims through an online ‘smart form’,
reducing the resource costs and delays
associated with preparing and lodging paperbased claims.
The system will also allow providers to
cancel paid claims before they are paid,
download up to two years of DVA claiming
history and enquire about specific claims
using the secure email facility.
DVA values the allied health, dental and
optical professionals who continue to provide
services to veteran clients and will continue
to provide high quality services to the
veteran community.

Important announcements about DVA
Webclaim will be also be available via social
media on the DVAAus Facebook page.
___________________________________

PENSION INCREASE FOR THE
VETERAN COMMUNITY
From 20 September 2014, veterans,
their partners, war widows and
widowers across Australia will see an
increase to their pensions.
I am pleased to confirm that the
Abbott Government has delivered
upon its promise to annually index
the income limit for the
Commonwealth Seniors Health Card
(CSHC) to CPI. This will provide a
fairer income limit for card holders
and will mean around 120 additional
DVA clients will now be eligible for
the Card in 2014-15.
As pension rates are calculated on a
daily basis, the next pension paid
after the 20 September increase (on
payday 2 October 2014) will be paid
partly at the old rate and partly at
the new rate. The first full payment
at the new rates of pension will be
payday 16 October 2014.
The table below highlights the key
changes to fortnightly rates.
(Next page)
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Pension

Old Rate
(per
fortnight)
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New Rate
(per
fortnight)

Increase

Service Pension—single

$842.80

$854.30

$11.50

Service Pension—couples (each)

$635.30

$644.00

$8.70

$1,270.60

$1,288.00

$17.40

War Widow(er)’s Pension

$856.20

$868.00

$11.80

Income Support Supplement

$252.40

$256.00

$3.60

Special Rate (TPI) of Disability
Pension

$1,293.20

$1,311.30

$18.10

Intermediate Rate of Disability
Pension

$877.80

$890.10

$12.30

Extreme Disablement Adjustment

$714.10

$724.20

$10.10

100 per cent General Rate of
Disability Pension

$459.60

$466.10

$6.50

CSHC income limit (single –
annual))

$50,000

$51,500

$1,500

$80,000

$82,400

$2,400

(combined)

DISCLAIMER
The Angeles City SubBranch of the R&SLA,
the Committee and the
Editor take no
responsibilities for any
errors, omissions or
inaccuracies contained in
this newsletter. Nor do
they accept any liability
for loss or damage
suffered directly or
indirectly for use of
information contained in
this newsletter. Nor do
they warrant that articles
or opinions published in
this newsletter are
necessarily the opinions
held by the Sub-branch,
the Committee or the

Editor

(combined partnered – annual)
FILIPINOS IN THE
BOMBING OF DARWIN,
19 FEBRUARY 1942
Part 6 : MV Neptuna

The Filipino connection with Darwin dates back to
the ‘Manilamen’ of the late 19th and shell divers who
became patriarchs of Territorian families. Three of
these families contributed eight Filipino-Australian
volunteers for the Australian Imperial Force during
the Great War. And then seventeen FilipinoAustralians with a Northern Territory connection
volunteered for military service In addition to these,
five Filipino-Australian wharf labourers were killed
during the first Japanese raid on Darwin on 19
February 1942. Three of them were killed while
working on the MV Neptuna.
On 19 February 1942, MV Neptuna was moored on
the outer berth of Darwin wharf, opposite the cargo
ship SS Barossa, heavily laden with defence stores,
depth charges and anti-aircraft ammunition.

No.3 Gang had just opened the No. 1 hatch to unload
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.Catalino Spain, John Sundstrom, John
Hynes and the other labourers were on
the wharf. Andrew De Julia was a
shunter pushing the railway truck up to
the ship, Domingo Dominic was inside
the hold, and John Juan Roque Cubillo
(1906-1942) was the son of the Filipino
pearl-diver Antonio Pedro Cubillo (18751945) from Calape on Bohol Island; his
mother was Magdelena (known as ‘Lily’),
part-Aboriginal.
Three bombs from the first high level
attack struck the wharf forward of
Neptuna and another landed directly on
the hold where the men were working:
Domingo Dominic in the hold was killed
instantly.
A dive-bomber then released a bomb
directly through onto the bridge;
another struck the engine room, causing
the depth charges and ammunition to
start exploding. John Cubillo, aged 36,
was last seen running on the wharf
before he was lost in a bomb blast.
Catalino Spain, aged 54, was machinegunned on the wharf and then hurled
into the water by a bomb blast. He was
the son of Dionisio Antonio Puerte Spain
(1862-1926), a pearlshell diver from
Cebu in the Philippines; his mother
Elizabeth was from London. Catalino’s
wife was Gertrude Conanan, an older
sister of Ricardo and Elias Conanan. His
body was buried in a collective grave on
the beach; these bodies were reinterred
at East Point the following day.
Moments later the Neptuna exploded
and sank beside the wharf, with
Domingo Dominic trapped inside.
After the war, an annual
commemorative service was held at the
Soldiers’ Memorial on 19 February for
those killed in the bombing of Darwin.
Immediately preceding this service, a
small private service was always held at
the wharf where families would cast
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wreaths onto the water in memory of
the civilian waterside workers.
The son of John Cubillo later recalled:
“The Cubillo families and other Darwin
families keep the tradition of commemorating the Bombing of Darwin
Ceremony on the 19th of February every
year. Our family has attended every
Bombing of Darwin Ceremony since
1946 down at the Wharf and at the
Cenotaph in memory of all civilians and
soldiers.
In 1962, the new St Mary’s Star of the
Sea Cathedral was opened on Smith
Street. It replaced the original timber
and iron church which dated back to the
1880s, which had been a focal point for
Darwin’s Filipino community in
particular.
Antonio Cubillo had married Lily
McKeddie here in 1910 and their children
were all christened here, and on 19
February 1942 Japanese aircraft
repeatedly strafed the church with
machine-gun fire.
The new cathedral was designed and
built as a War Memorial and Shrine of
Thanksgiving to commemorate those
Australian and Allied Service personnel
who lost their lives in Darwin as well as
those Darwin residents killed during the
air raids.
These Top End Filipino-Australians who
sacrificed their lives in the Defence of
Australia should not be forgotten.
More info at:
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digg
er
1. Catalino Spain (left) standing beside
his only son Daniel and his wife
Gertrude, in about 1924: Daniel
2. John Cubillo with members of
Darwin’s famous ‘White Horse Boxing
Team’.

Paringao, Bauang, La Union
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Joint Therapy
Outreach Inc.
To provide health and therapy support/services to people with disabilities and health
challenges in impoverished circumstances.
Report on visit to Philippines; training RSL Angeles City to fit WFK wheelchairs
th

th

Training was one week in duration, Monday 25 August to Friday 29 August, 2014.
15 participants undertook the entire training (including 2 who participated for 4 days).
The training was based on the wheelchair training package developed by World Health Organization 2 week training and condensed
to one week. It covered the importance of having an appropriate and correctly fitted wheelchair, upright posture and the goal of
seating, assessment for pressure sore risk and management, assessment of posture, measurement for the wheelchair and how to
adjust the WFK chair to suit the child’s needs. Training included theory and practical application, and in the process 4 children were
fitted with chairs by the trainees.
The participants included members of RSL Angeles City and 2 wives/step daughters. The participants brought a wealth of information
and knowledge to the training, including nursing training, engineering, fitting and turning, and many other professional and life
skills. All participants were very committed.
th

The RSL already had 17 children on the waiting list for WFK chairs. I attended the medical mission on Saturday 30 August, where
another 2 children were provided with standard paediatric wheelchairs and referred an additional 13 for WFK chairs.
The participants in the training expressed some concern re the design of the brake mechanism with concerns that it had a weakness
in the design.
My recommendation for rolling out the fitting is that teams of 3 who have undertaken the training work with each child; particularly
initially until they develop their skills further and that one of the team members is a female who speaks Tagalog to physically assess
the girl children.
During the week I had the opportunity to provide a very limited amount of therapy to the children and ideas/advice to the parents on
maintaining mobility of joints, early developmental skills for children and advice on positioning for feeding, and expanding soft diet
options to enhance nutrition. A significant need for OT, PT and SP was identified.
It was a pleasure to work with this committed group, and I am very happy to receive any follow up emails and questions regarding
fitting of children.
Lois Moir
Occupational Therapist,
Joint Therapy Outreach Inc.
1/9/14

www.beyondtheblackstump.com
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A reminder
Go to our facebook at https://www.facebook.com/rslacity for a pictorial display of what has been
going on in our sub-branch. There are pictures of the FATBOYS football game, the medical mission for
August, the delivery of our new wheelchairs being unloaded into the warehouse of Darren & Myline
Rothnie, the re-assembling of the wheelchairs, and finally, pictures of Jim in hospital and doing some
exercising.
Our facebook is always a great source of instant notifications and pictorial record, so go there often.

Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel
1734 San Pablo St.,
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines
President
James Curtis-Smith
Mobile: + 63-917-503-2602
Email: president@rslangelescity.com
Vice Presidents
Bob Barnes
Mobile: +63-928-145-6756
Email: jeddabob@hotmail.com

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines

Secretary
Ray Stenhouse
Mobile: +63-917-795-6785
Email: secretary@rslangelescity.com

Greg Mann
Mobile: +63-929-825-4830
Email: gregoryjmann@msn.com

Treasurer
Ronald (Ron) Parrott
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939
Email: treasurer@rslangelescity.com

Editor
Larry Smith
Email: editor@rslangelescity.com

“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance”
Lest We Forget

