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PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT- June 
2014 

Not a lot to report 
this month.  Many of 
our resident 
members, including 
members of the 

Committee have made their annual trip 
back to Australia to attend personal 
affairs, tax etc. Fortunately they didn’t all 
disappear at once. 

Our June medical mission at Barangay 
Sapang Biabis was a huge success and 
1210 children were registered for medical 
examination and where necessary, 
prescribed appropriate medicines, 
ointments and vitamins.  The medicines 
were dispensed by the Sub Branch, and 
provided free from our Charity account.  
Appointments were made with 
Hensonville Hearing Clinic for an 
additional nine children with hearing 
problems and deafness in the hope that 
with the fitting of hearing aids they will be 
able to hear, some for the first time.  In 
addition seven wheelchairs were 
promised, five of which have been 

delivered, one held over for 
the super wheelchairs coming 
from Australia, and one held 
over for a year or so waiting 
for the child to grow.  We 
provided two nebulizers, one 
to the Barangay and the other 
to Duyan ni Maria (cradle of 
Mary) orphanage at 

Malabanias.  Must be the rainy season. 
Over 90% of the registrants also lined up 
to be “de-wormed” at the mission. 

It is very moving that two Australian guys, 
not associated with the RSL, funded the 
hiring of two jeepneys to transport in 
excess of 30 children from the orphanage 
who registered for the medical mission. 

Our next mission is at Sapang Maisac, 
which is on the Magalang road on 

Saturday July 5 next, and a mud map 

appears elsewhere in this issue. We need 
our members and the WAGS to attend as 
usual and transport can be provided to 
and from the Ponderosa leaving at 
7.30am.  If you have your own transport 
and have a spare seat available we would 
be grateful if you could pass by the 
Ponderosa on the way. 

A couple of months ago, a freelance 
journalist visited a medical mission and 
subsequently our raffle at Phillies that 
night, made copious notes and took 
photos.  That article was published in this 
month’s Mufti (the official magazine of the 
Victorian Branch) and is reproduced in 
this newsletter.  The Sub Branch has 
received quite a few emails from RSL 

members in Australia praising the conduct 
of the missions and Highett Sub Branch 
has made a donation of AUD$1,000.00 to 
our Charity Account.  Thank you so much. 
Funding is always an issue and if you are 
a member of a Sub Branch in Australia 
who reads our newsletter and the article, 
any assistance you can send would be 
very gratefully received.  Rest assured, 
unlike other aid agencies, not one peso is 
deducted from our Charity account for 
administration etc. and the total receipts 
of raffles, donations etc are quarantined 
for the Medical Missions, wheelchairs, 
medicines, nebulizers, hearing aid fittings 
and the like.  We do pay two doctors an 
honorarium of ₱2,000.00 each 
(AUD$50.00) to attend regularly for four 
hours work each at the mission and we 
provided ₱50.00 (AUD$1.25) to the 
nursing students from the Colleges of 
Nursing who also attend, to assist with 
their costs of transportation to and from 
each mission. 

JAMES E. CURTIS-SMITH 

President 

 

President’s Report 
by James Curtis-Smith – Sub-Branch President 
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We Welcome:  Troy Lockyer  

(PI’s) * Mathew Brown (PI’s ) * Wil 
Steveson (A/C) * Jason Jewiss 
(NSW) * Ross Hale (A/C) * Rex 
Jeffery (NT) * Peter Franklin (NSW)  

 

 

 
 

 

 

RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE 
JULY 2014  

Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every 
Saturday at 6.00 PM.  

Weekly CHARITY Raffle DRAW NOW 
EVERY Wednesday at Emotions Nite 
Club at 6.00 PM. (Not on 09 July 
NSW State of Origin) 
 
MEDICAL MISSION 05 JUL 14 

Barangay Sapang Maisac Covered 
Area (See mud map on page 10) 

Tuesday 01 JUL 14 
2.00 PM... COMMITTEE Meeting * 

Social Tuesday 2.00pm PONDEROSA 
* 4.00pm VOODOO, ANGEL 

WITCH, ROAD HOUSE 

Thursday 04 JUL 14  11 am 
Chapter 887 4th July PICNIC 
Ponderosa 

 

Tuesday 08 JUL 14 
2.00 PM WELFARE COMMITTEE * 

2.00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa * 
4.00pm PARADISE, LOLLIPOPS, 

GECKOS 

Tuesday 14 JUL 14 

11.00 am Blood Donations Orchid 
Inn Pool Side 

 
Tuesday 15 JUL 14 

2.00PM MONTHLY GENERAL 

MEETING * 4.00pm MOONS, 
ROBBIES, SIT BACK RELAX 

 

 

 

Tuesday 22 JUL 14 
2.00 Social Tuesday Ponderosa * 

4.00pm FRIENDS, ROCKING 

HORSE, LOST IN ASIA 

Tuesday 29 JUL 14 
2.00 Social Tuesday 

Ponderosa * 4.00pm 

PONDEROSA 
 

__________________________ 

ANOTHER SPONSOR COMES 
ON BOARD 

Nasty Duck Bar Joins RSL 

The Nasty Duck Bar has joined 
the ranks of businesses 
supporting the RSL's charity 
work and RSL members. Upon 
presenting your RSL card 
when ordering, members will 
get local drinks for the happy 
hour price of ₱50  at all times.  

Nasty Duck is located on 
Perimeter Road and is open 
from 12 Noon to 9 PM. 

NEW MEMBERS CONTINUED: 

Kevin Gilchrist (NSW) * Peter 
Howells (A/C) * Dave Dollard 
(VIC) * Gregory Brown (PI) * 
Dan Hanaford (NSW) *  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVERTISEMENT 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://rotaryclubofcoconutcreek.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/events-icon.jpg&imgrefurl=http://rotaryclubofcoconutcreek.org/events/&h=204&w=200&tbnid=E8LyjESOhloimM:&zoom=1&docid=5KlmsIkcJMsuzM&ei=HdWnU5neIsankwXqyoCQBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEUQMyghMCE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=903&page=2&start=21&ndsp=26
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ANY TAKERS 

After a very hot morning 
looking after 1210 Children at 
the Sapang Biabas Medical 
Mission starting at 8am Sat 07 
Jun 14 the team then fronted 
up for the regular Sat night 
raffle at Phillies at 6pm. ( This 
is a way for raising funds for 
the Medical Missions and 
Wheel Chairs for Kids (WC4K) 

 The Team consisting of 
President Jim Curtis Smith, 
Secretary Raymond Stenhouse 
and wife Richelle managed the 
draw of the raffle. They were 
strongly supported by Graham 
Ross Rudi Olree ( Prize 
assemblers) plus others like 
Lyle, John, Peter and many 
more.  

A special mention goes to John 
Muggeridge who managed to 
sell another ₱2,000 worth of 
tickets just before the draw. 

It was only a small crowd at 
Phillies but they generously 
brought ₱7,500 worth of 
tickets. This money is 100% 
quarantined for the Medical 
Missions and WC4K.  

So if you feel like contributing 
come along to Phillies 6pm Sat 
nights or Emotions Wed at 
6pm. It’s really worthwhile and I 
guarantee you will get a 
brownie point off big G for 
doing it. 

If any Business houses or 
organisations would like to 
contribute a prize to be a part 
of this worthwhile charity 
please ring the Secretary 
+639179756785 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prez Jim and Sec Ray and wife 
Richelle at Phillies for the 
Saturday night raffles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rudi Olree (L) and Graham 
Ross (R) also help out of the 
raffle nights. 

_______________________ 

IRISH TEXT MSG: 

Paddy texts his 

wife... 
 

“Mary, I’m just having one 

more pint with the lads. 

If I’m not home in 20 minutes, 

read this message again.” 
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In August 2014 the world will 

mark the 100th anniversary of 

the outbreak of the First World 

War.  

 Why should we remember?  

  Why should we stop and think about 

those events that happened so long ago?  

By the end of the First World War there 

were very few people in the countries 

that took part who remained unaffected. 

The war reached out and touched almost 

everyone’s life in some way or other. 

Children grew up in the shadow of 

battle, their  fathers absent or lost. 

Women became directly involved, 

picking up the pieces of industry and 

agriculture as the men went off to fight. 

By 1918, they too could join the army 

and serve their country.  

  Men enlisted, or were called up, in their 

millions, being sent to fight in places that 

many had never heard of before. It was a 

global struggle. Life changed forever. 

Nothing was ever the same again.  

In the opening moves of the war, both in 

the West and the East, the nature of 

modern warfare soon became clear. 

Armies were numbered in the hundreds 

of thousands. Modern weapons rapidly 

caused heavy casualties and laid waste 

to whole communities. Soldiers went to 

ground, digging trenches and dugouts 

that soon began to feel almost 

permanent.  

  The crucible of war also proved very 

creative. Aircraft developed quickly, 

taking death and destruction into the 

sky. New ways of fighting made better 

and more effective use of huge 

quantities of shells and bullets  

manufactured on a scale never seen 

before. The power unleashed by modern 

war resulted in previously unimagined 

losses.  

Over 9 million soldiers died as a result of 

the fighting. Food shortages, sometimes 

deliberately inflicted by blockade and 

sometimes resulting from failed 

harvests, weakened the people who 

remained on the home fronts. Nearly 6 

million civilians died from disease or 

starvation. Almost 1 million more were 

killed as a direct result of military 

operations. In all, the estimate of dead 

resulting from the war stands at over 16 

million.  

  And then there were the wounded. 

More than 21 million. Some recovered. 

Others were never the same again, 

either in body or in mind. It was not just 

people who died. The old world order 

was also irreparably damaged.  

Both the Austro-Hungarian and Turkish 

empires were destroyed. From their 

ashes a host of new countries emerged, 

in Europe and the Middle East. Russia 

was wracked by revolution and became 

the world’s first Communist state.  

Monarchies fell. A new world order 

emerged, with the United States 

developing a League of Nations that they 

then opted not to join. The 

consequences of many of these political 

changes can be heard today 

reverberating around the world, nearly a 

century later.  

  Millions of people across the world still 

feel a connection with the Great War for 

Civilisation. They knew the people whose 

lives were changed by it. They remain 

moved by the enduring works of art that 

were created as a response to it. They 

live with its unresolved political legacies.  

The First World War created a common 

sense of history that, decades later, still 

links people from many disparate 

nations.  

Sometimes the First World War feels like 

distant history.  

  The jumpy black and white films, the 

unfamiliar clothes and the horses pulling 

wagons, all look like something from a 

world long forgotten. Yet the last 

soldiers who fought in the war have only 

recently died. Only a few of the 1914–18 

generation, who witnessed the war but 

were too young to take part, are still 

alive.  

The war is slipping inexorably beyond 

the fringes of living memory and, as the 

Centenary of 1914–18 approaches, we 

have to work harder to make sure we do 

not forget. If we want to understand 

today, we need to know and remember 

what happened yesterday.  

 

_______________________________ 

NOTICE TO THOSE MEMBERS 
WISHING TO TRAIN IN THE 
WHEELCHAIR ASSEMBLY CLASSES 

Due to the expense, material, space and 
time frame we will have to restrict the 
training of members in the assembly and 
adjustment of wheelchairs to about 20.  

Those wishing to train should keep in 
mind: 

1. The training will last 5 (five) full days. 
Your attendance will be required for all 
those days - 9am to 5pm. 

2. The training will take place from the 
Monday 25th August to Friday 29th 
August. 

3. The location will be at the Ponderosa in 
the club rooms. Please make sure you 
have transport. 

4. You will have to supply your own food 
and drink. (No alcohol till training is over 
for the day) 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=eHgL4imFnPXH6M&tbnid=Q650sQQTlIamiM:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.anzaccentenary.gov.au/logo/faq.htm&ei=58uoU5KwPIWGkAXkooHwCA&psig=AFQjCNHuxFiPfMIvE9YyxUsPeECt-PAFgQ&ust=1403657576093975
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If you want to do this course:- 

PLEASE REGISTER YOUR INTEREST 
WITH ME BY THE 4th JULY 2014. at 
lad251@gmail.com 

It will have to be a "first to register - first 
on the list" situation. 

Members financial wives and girlfriends 
are welcome to attend (numbers 
permitting) 

This is a fairly extensive training course 
set out by World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and is up to their world standards.  

We have a trainer coming from Australia 
at some expense so let’s take this 
opportunity to do this right. 

If you have any questions please call or 
TXT me on 0929 336 5735 or email 
lad251@gmail.com  

A lot of effort and a considerable 
amount of money has been put in this 
very worthwhile project and once it it 
set up and running it will mean a very 
substantial and ongoing life change 
for those kids we will be helping. 

Thank you all. 

Lindsay Drury 

RSL - Angeles City - Philippines  
Medical Mission Coordinator 
Blood Register  

__________________________________ 

OPERATION OVERLORD 

June 6th saw the 70th Anniversary 
of Operation Overload, the 
largest invasion force ever 
assembled, which was the 
landings in Normandy, France in 
1944. Subsequently this 
operation led to the liberation of 
France from the German forces 
and eventually what is now 
known as Victory over Europe 
Day (VE Day). 
I have previously done an article 
on Overlord and I mentioned that 
there were two Overlords, the 
other one in Sth Vietnam in 1971. 

That Overlord subsequently was 
called the Battle of Long Khanh 
which involved Australian, New 
Zealand and American forces. 
 
Last June 6th was the 43rd 
Anniversary of that Overlord and 
the battle on the 7th and 8th of 
June. 
 
A dedication service and re-union 
for the 43rd anniversary was 
conducted at a Veterans Retreat 
near to Hervey Bay here in 
Queensland. The Hervey Bay and 
Districts Veterans Club got 
together and produced a large 
brass plaque and set it onto a 
large rock at the retreat.  
 
A commemorative service and 
consecration of the plaque was 
held on the 7th of June. 
 
Here is a part of the report I did in 
my other ex-service group, Tri-
Service Hervey Bay newsletter: 
 
Many members of the Hervey Bay 
and District Veterans Club put in 
many man hours (or days) in 
preparation for a commemoration 
service for the Battle of Long Khanh 
which started on 6th of June 1971 in 
Vietnam, which involved the Third 
Battalion Royal Australian Regiment 
(3RAR), at the Fox River Veterans 
Retreat. This year was the 43rd 
anniversary of the battle. 

The occasion also afforded a re-
union for members of Bravo 
Company (B COY) at the service. Ex 
B Coy member, John Charlton and 
his brother own the Fox River 
Pastoral Company where the retreat 
is located. 

Special guests were the company 
commander at the time, then Major 

Ivan Cahill MID and then platoon 
commander Lieutenant Graham 
Kells MC.  Other luminaries were Mr 
Keith Pitt MHR, member for Hinkler, 
Keith Payne VC OAM and wife Flo, 
and then B Coy platoon commander 
John (Jock) Burns. The third platoon 
commander 2LT Tony Ralph was not 
able to attend. 

 

        Graham Kells MC and Ivan Cahill MID         

Ivan Cahill relates his version of the battle 
as OC 

     

             

The plaque and wreaths place around the 

base at the Veterans Retreat. 

 

mailto:lad251@gmail.com
mailto:lad251@gmail.com
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Graham Kells was called upon to give 
a speech about the battle. He started 
off by saying “about this time 43 
years ago we were in quite a spot of 
bother’ or words to that effect. 

Graham gave a blow for blow 
account of pre battle events and 
then the battle itself. He recalled 
names of his platoon with affection, 
and what they did. He related what 
his orders from his OC involved and 
orders that he gave to his platoon. 
He gave a rendition of the after 
battle results and the casualties that 
were sustained.  

Ivan Cahill was asked to speak. He 
gave a report from his position as 
company commander, related his 
battle plan to his platoon 
commanders and how, when 
Graham’s platoon was fully involved, 
efforts he made to tie up Jock Burns 
and Tony Ralph’s platoons to assist 
Graham’s beleagued platoon. The 
camp that they found encompassed 
a full grid square.  

His call for an aerial resupply of 
ammunition, and support from 
armoured elements. How the 
resupply helicopter was shot down 
and crashed close by. How a team 
headed by acting Company Sergeant 
Major (CSM) Noel Kennedy fought 
their way into the burning chopper 
to retrieve wounded and dead and to 
remove the ammunition. 

In due fashion, after the service had 
concluded the serious business of re-
acquainting with old mates, relating 
of past activities, forecasts of 
coming ones,  and the compulsory 
taking of ‘refreshments’ got 
underway. A great meal prepared by 
the HBDVC members was well 
received. 

(There was more to my report but I 
would like to go on with another very 
interesting story that I  

unearthed about then CAPT Ivan 
Cahill. Ivan has given me the green 
light to publish his story) Ed 

THE DIGGER MARINE 

The Only Australian to 
ever command a USMC 
Rifle Company. Captain 

Ivan Cahill MID 

The upturned brim of his distinctive 
Australian slouch hat made him 

immediately stand out to the young 
Marines at their base camp south of 

Da Nang. And his manner of saluting, 
flat palm of hand facing forward and 

brought crisply to his hat-brim, 

reverberating slightly as it snapped to 
a stop in the British manner, caused 

whole groups of young Marines to 
deliberately cross his path so that 

they could salute him and then watch 

the spectacle of his return salute.  
 

Captain Ivan J. Cahill of the Royal 
Australian Regiment held an entirely 

unique distinction: He was the only 
foreigner to have direct command of 

an American rifle company in combat. 

Not an adviser, not an observer, not 
a liaison officer, Captain Cahill was 

the commander of Echo Company, 
2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 

during some of the most savage 

fighting in that unit's proud history. 
 

Even after a long and distinguished 
career in the Australian army, 

including the command of an 

Australian infantry company during 
his second tour of Vietnam in 1971, 

retired Colonel Cahill would remain 
proud of the uniqueness of his 

American company command. 
 

The story of how he came to 

command a U.S. Marine rifle 
company began in Melbourne, 

Australia, where Cahill had been born 
some 26 years before he served in 

Vietnam. After finishing high school, 

he trained at Australia's prestigious 
Royal Military College, Duntroon, 

where he was commissioned a 
Lieutenant in December 1963. Cahill 

was then posted to an Australian 
Infantry Battalion stationed in north-

eastern Australia and from there to 

the Pacific Islands Regiment in 
Wewak, New Guinea. At that time 

New Guinea was still an Australian 
protectorate, its forces part of the 

Australian army and led by Australian 

officers. 
 

After a couple of years in New 
Guinea, Cahill was sent to Okinawa in 

May 1967, where his duties had him 

working with American forces, in 
particular with the headquarters of 

the 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade 
(MAB). At the time, the 9th MAB had 

several responsibilities, one of which 
was the provision of two of its 

battalions as the Seventh Fleet's 

Special Landing Force (SLF). 
 

The SLF served as the Marines' 
mobile fire brigade, cruising off the 

coast of Vietnam and ready to be 

deployed to hot spots and battles as 
needed. Only a month before Cahill's 

arrival, in April 1967, the SLF had 
been thrown into the hill fights 

around Khe Sanh and had seized the 
strategic Hills 881S, 881N and 861, 

which would later prove extremely 

valuable to the defence of the Khe 
Sanh airstrip during the Tet offensive 

of 1968. 
 

Service in the SLF battalions was 

clearly service in the vanguard of the 
Marines' war against the NVA and VC, 

and Captain Cahill was eager to be a 
part of it. While he was initially 

posted to the island of Okinawa in a 

liaison billet as an S-3 (operations) 
officer, in August 1967 he managed 

to join the SLF quietly, without 
advising Australia, and take up duties 

on board USS Tripoli as part of the 
normal reinforcement chain from the 

9th MAB. 

 
A career soldier, Cahill would later 

recall, "I was very keen to go to 
Vietnam." With the SLF he was 

dispatched as Liaison Officer to the 

forces (U.S. Marine Corps and ARVN) 
in Vietnam being supported by the 

SLF. In that role he participated in 
several SLF operations, including 
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Operations: 
 

Belt Drive,   Swift, Fortress Sentry, 

Kingfisher, Formation Leader and 
Knox in the northern provinces of the 

I Corps area. (The Yanks pronounce 
it 'eye corps', to Aussies it is "one 

corps")  

 
In the course of Cahill's job on the 

Marine headquarters staff, he rubbed 
shoulders on a daily basis with 

American Marine Majors and 

Colonels. One of those Colonels was 
Henry Englisch, commander of the 

2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment 
(2/3), whose troops were embarked 

on board USS Tripoli as SLF-Bravo. 
Cahill later recalled, "I knew the 

battalion commander, Hank Englisch. 

. .and just kept making it known that 
I was keen to command a company 

within the battalion." He noted: "I 
didn't say anything to Australia about 

this. I didn't even tell Australia that 

I'd left Okinawa. Because they could 
only say 'yes' or 'no,' and I didn't 

want to give them the opportunity to 
say "no"." 

 
In November 1967 the Australian 

Captain's constant requests for a job 

with the battalion finally paid off. 
Cahill later re-called: "One day Hank 

Englisch said to me, 'How would you 
like to have Echo Company?' And so I 

went from the staff of the Landing 

Force to the Landing Force battalion." 
The U.S. Marines of Echo Company 

now had an Australian Commanding 
Officer. 

 

Within a few weeks the 2/3 was 
reassigned to land-based duty in 

Vietnam and another battalion took 
its turn as the SLF. When Captain 

Cahill's Echo Company, 2/3, took up 
positions south of Da Nang in 

November 1967, Cahill simply went 

along with it. Still he sent no word to 
Australia that he had even left 

Okinawa. 
 

Cahill was enjoying his time with the 

U.S. Marines. "The Marines were very 
keen," he recalled, "very enthusiastic. 

terrific young people. professionals, 
wanting to do a decent job and trying 

their utmost to do so." And the 
Marines in his charge were equally 

happy with their foreign skipper. Echo 

Company's first sergeant, David 
Johnston, noted at the time, in an 

article that appeared in Stars and 
Stripes, "We're fortunate in having 

Captain Cahill as our Company 

commander and we're proud and 
pleased with the situation."  

 
Soon the Marines of Echo Company 

even began referring to themselves 

as "Diggers," a term Australian 
soldiers used to describe themselves.  

The "Australian connection" was 
made even stronger when Cahill 

managed to acquire 200 Australian 
slouch hats for the Marines of Echo 

Company-and even received 

permission from the battalion 
commander for the Marines to wear 

the distinctive hats around the 
battalion base camp. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CAPT Cahill presenting awards to 
soldiers of his company 

 

But the real test would come on 

December 28, 1967, when Cahill's 
Echo Company, 2/3, was placed 

under the operational control of the 
3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment 

(3/5), for a combat operation against 

NVA forces that threatened the U.S. 
Marine air base at nearby Da Nang. 

Cahill's Echo Company was in the first 
wave of a helicopter-borne assault.  

As they exited the choppers and 

moved off from the landing zone, 
Cahill recalled, "we were brought 

under fire, and a number of our 
troops in the forward platoon were 

killed." 
 

A citation for the Bronze Star with 

combat distinguishing device, signed 
by the Secretary of the U.S. Navy, 

tells how "Captain Cahill, with 
extraordinary coolness and tactical 

acumen, deployed the Marines under 

fire to meet this unexpected threat" 
and how, for the next several hours, 

the Australian Commander skillfully 
directed air and artillery support.  

It also describes how he "without 

regard for his own safety, 
courageously moved about the 

battlefield, encouraging the Marines 
of the Company in their action 

against the enemy. 
 

Cahill's actions that day kept the 

landing zone open and allowed the 
Marines of the 3/5 to enter the battle 

and complete their assigned mission, 
as well as eliminate more than 30 

enemy soldiers. Colonel William 

Rockey, Commander of the 3/5, 
summed up his performance, stating 

that Cahill "conducted himself 
heroically, professionally, and 

efficiently in command of his 
company. His leadership was 

inspirational to the Marines under his 

command." But that was not the end 
of Captain Cahill's time with the 

Marines. Far from it. He went on to 
command Echo Company through the 

Tet offensive and several additional 

operations around Da Nang before 
moving north with his battalion to 

join the 1st Marine Regiment for 
Operations Ford, Pegasus and 

Scotland 11. 

 
For the latter two operations, which 

took place in and around Khe Sanh, 
Lt. Col. Jack Davis, now commanding 

the 2/3, assigned Cahill as battalion 
5-3. But the highlight of his tour, 

"perhaps one highlight amongst 

many," Cahill later recalled, was 
command of the 2/3's tactical area of 

responsibility for a week while the 
battalion commander and three of 

the battalion's rifle companies were 

away on a task assigned to them by 
the regimental commander of the 1st 

Marines.  
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Thus, during his last week with the 
battalion, Cahill commanded a force 

consisting of two rifle companies (one 

from his own battalion and one "on 
loan" from the 1st Battalion, 9th 

Marine Regiment), as well as the 
direct support artillery battery, a 

platoon each of tanks, 81 mm 

mortars, 4.2-inch mortars, 106mm 
recoilless rifles and various other 

attachments; well over 500 Marines 
in all. 

 

During that period he was responsible 
for a four-mile stretch of Route 9 

near Khe Sanh and an area of 
operations encompassing some 40 

square miles north and south of the 
highway. While Captain Cahill's time 

with the Marines eventually came to 

an end in May 1968, today he still 
speaks with great pride of what he 

terms "the great honour of having led 
Marines." He also notes, "whatever 

views one hears today about 

Vietnam, no one can deny the 
dedication and professionalism of 

those Marines with whom I was 
privileged to serve. 

 
To this day, it is not entirely clear 

what levels of approval were given 

for the unusual arrangements. A 
foreigner in command of an American 

unit? When queried about that many 
years later, Cahill said: "I think it was 

done within 9th MAB and within the 

Landing Force arrangements. I 
imagine that if the [U.S. Marine] 

battalion commander or the 
regimental commander had sought 

approval from higher up, it might 

have been denied." 
 

Regardless of the level at which his 
arrangements had been approved 

and authorized, how effective was he 
in achieving the Marines' objectives? 

The Secretary of the U.S. Navy said: 

"His gallant efforts and brave 
initiative in the face of extreme 

danger were instrumental in the 
successful accomplishment of the 

battalion's mission. Captain Cahill's 

exceptional ability, steadfast 
perseverance, and total dedication to 

duty reflected great credit upon 
himself and were in keeping with the 

highest traditions of the Naval 
Service." And finally, how did I know 

that whole groups of young Marines 

would alter their route just so that 
they could salute him and see the 

peculiar way in which he returned the 
salute? A quarter of a century ago, I 

was one of those young Marines. 

 
Mark W. Woodruff,  

USMC  
Vietnam 

 

The above story was taken from 
www.diggerhistory.info 

ANOTHER TESTIMONIAL 

I was a corporal in third platoon, 

Echo 2/3 when Capt. Cahill was 
company commander. I still 

remember how excited we were 
when everyone in the company 

received our special hats from 

Australia. I also remember how proud 
we were to be the only company who 

were allowed to wear those hats. As 
for being "cool under fire" I 

remember one incident when we 
were pinned down with enemy fire 

coming from a hill position. We were 

all ducking for cover instead of 
returning fire, but Capt. Cahill calmly 

walked back and forth giving orders 
as if we were not being fired upon. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired Royal Australian 
Marine, Col. Ivan J. Cahill, left, 
presented with the title 
Honorary Marine by Maj. Gen. 
James B. Laster, commanding 
general, 3rd Marine Division, 
III Marine Expeditionary Force, 
at Camp Hansen, Okinawa, on 
Nov. 19, 2010 

CAMP HANSEN, OKINAWA, Japan -- 

Retired Royal Australian Marine, Col. 

Ivan J. Cahill, was awarded the title of 

Honorary U.S. Marine Nov. 19 for his 

conduct as the company commander 

of Company E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd 

Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine 

Division, from Dec. 1, 1967 to Dec. 

31, 1968 during the Vietnam War. 

“Wearing the title of United States 

Marine is challenging, rewarding and 

earned,” said Maj. Gen. James B. 

Laster, commanding general, 3rd 

Marine Division, III Marine 

Expeditionary Force. “Therefore, after 

carefully considering and reviewing 

Col. Ivan J. Cahill’s service to our 

(Marine) Corps, without a doubt, I 

recommend with utmost enthusiasm 

he be awarded the title of Honorary 

Marine.” 

Cahill served with the Marines in 

Vietnam from 1967-1968.  

While with the Marines, Cahill was 

awarded the Bronze Star Medal with 

combat distinguishing device for 

leading the Marines during Operation 

Auburn in Vietnam from 1967-1968. 

During the operation in the Dien Ban 

District, Quang Nam, Republic of 

Vietnam, Cahill moved the company 

out of the landing zone to assault 

positions, preparing to attack the 

assigned objective, according to the 

citation. Almost immediately upon 

landing, the company began 

receiving small arms and automatic 

weapons fire from both the front and 

flank.  

“Capt. Cahill, with extraordinary 

coolness and tactical acumen, 

 

http://www.diggerhistory.info/
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deployed the Marines under fire to 

meet this unexpected threat to the 

operation and for the next several 

hours, he directed not only the 

company’s fire power, but the use of 

air and artillery support.”  

Cahill didn’t stay in a fighting hole 

during this battle. Instead, without 

regard for his own safety he “… 

courageously moved about the 

battlefield, encouraging the Marines 

of the company in their action against 

the enemy,” according to the citation. 

As the only foreigner to have direct 

command of an American rifle 

company in combat, the battlefield 

isn’t the only place that Marines 

wanted to be near Cahill. 

“His manner of saluting, flat palm of 

hand facing forward and brought 

crisply to his hat-brim, reverberating 

slightly as it snapped to a stop in the 

British manner, cased whole groups 

of young Marines to deliberately 

cross his path so that they could 

salute him and then watch the 

spectacle of his return salute,” 

according to Mark Woodruff on 

www.diggerhistory.info. 

“(Cahill) epitomizes camaraderie and 

esprit de corps,” said Laster. “He has 

lead and inspired Marines not only in 

a combat zone as a U.S. Marine 

Corps company commander, but 

continues to strengthen the bond 

between Australian and American 

service members.” 

“To this day, over 40 years after his 

service, veteran Marines are 

unstinting in their praise of both his 

personal courage and combat 

leadership,” said Laster. “He has 

proven himself to be a leader of 

Marines.” 

Cahill is one of only five people to be 

awarded this honor in 2010. 

________________________________ 

WHO IS THIS BLOKE??? 

Who is the ‘long streak of Pelican 

sh*t’ that’s been the new Angeles 

City Secretary for six months. His 

name is Raymond Stenhouse and he 

is from the Botany RSL. He has been 

living in Angeles and San Fernando 

with his wife Richelle for three years. 

 

Ray’s had service for 20 years in the 

Royal Australian Navy retiring as a 

Chief Petty Officer Electronic 

Systems in a Warrant Officer 

position.. Ray spent 12 of his 20 

years at sea serving on HMAS 

TORRENS, VAMPIRE, 

CANBERRA (commissioned over in 

the USA for 2.5 Years) .  

Then he went back to Destroyer 

Escorts (DE’s) HMAS 

PARRAMATTA, STUART and 

DERWENT ( All diving wrecks 

now). His main skills were Fire 

Control systems M22, Mk92 CIWS 

and Harpoon. He didn’t want to get 

out but his children’s Mum wanted 

him out. (Happens to a lot of us 

right?) 

Not wanting to leave Garden Island 

he went to work at the Principal 

Naval Representative Office as a 

STO4 and achieved his Advanced 

Diploma in Engineering Electronic 

System.  

As it happened he went straight back 

to sea as Engineer Trials Officer with 

wardroom privileges so they made 

him eat chilli chicken wings with a 

knife and fork. During his 20 year 

DMO public service career Raymond 

spent 7 years at DNSDC as a ASO6 

looking after 100 staff and getting his 

Advance Diploma of Logistics.  

Seven years as a Divisional Officer 

and a Stocktake Manager he had the 

yearning for the Techo life so he went 

back to Garden Island and the M5 

traffic and rose to the dizzy heights of 

Executive Officer Level One 

(Commander equivalent) Contract 

Manager Amphibious Afloat Support 

Project Office for ten years.  

So you can take Ray out of the Navy 

but you never take the Navy out of 

Ray. 

Raymond has been National 

President of Dad’s Against 

Discrimination (DADS) a Family 

Law Child Support assistance group 

for seven years. He was a President of 

Liverpool Toastmasters and became 

ATM Silver. So he knows how to talk 

under water with a mouth full of 

marbles. 

Ray took on the position of Angeles 

City RSL Secretary hesitantly after 

the RSL legend Dallas Drake stood 

down. But so far he is ahead of the 

learning curve, going grey and 

drinking far too many cups of coffee 

in front of the laptop. 

His home office sometimes doubles 

up as a dining room. So please say 

hello to the tall skinny Secretary he is 

not the pool table rake standing in the 

corner. 
 

http://www.diggerhistory.info/
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MEDICAL MISSION REPORT 

On Saturday 07 Jun 14 
Angeles City RSL held a heart 
warming Medical Mission at 
Sapang Biabas Resettlement 
area.  
 
The Barangay was about 5km 
out of Angeles down 
Camachiles Street.  
 
In very hot weather the 
members and their WAGS 
looked after 1210 children with 
a sad wide range of disabilities 
and sicknesses.  
 
There were seven disable 
children who qualified for wheel 
chairs. Two were given at the 
mission and three will be given 
on next Tuesday. One is held 
over for the WC4K and the 
other is postponed for a couple 
of years. 
 
Additionally seven children 
were given appointments for 
hearing aid test. A nebilizer 
was given on the day to be 
delivered to orphanage and 
another nebulizer will be given 
Tuesday for the Bgy Sapang 
Biabis 
Greg Mann says that 9 
appointments will be made for 
hearing aids. 
 
Over 75% of the children 
received worming treatment. 
 
NB. Pictures taken on the day are 

shown as the last page to this 

newsletter.  Ed 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above is the mud map location for the 
July Childrens Medical Mission  at 
Barangay Sapang Maisac covered area. 
Very easy Directions -  

Turn off the MacArthur Hwy onto Mt. 
View Road as it known - its real name 
is Aniceto Gueco St) as if you are 
going to Marquee Mall. Go past the 
Mall and go through the roundabout on 
to Angeles - Magalang Rd. towards Mt 
Arayat and follow it till you get there. 

Do not go onto the highway. 

___________________________ 

While we are on the subject of 
our Childrens Medical Missions, 
we have finally been recognised in 
Australia for our efforts. 

Our Victoria Branch magazine Mufti 
has recently done an article and 
made it their feature story. 

The article in its entirety appears 
next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I managed to get the article from 
Victoria Branch (thanks) but then 
had huge problems taking it from 
PDF format into our newsletter. 

Try, try, try and still no success. 

To the rescue came our Webmaster 
Gerald Slide. I handed everything 
over to Gerald and, true to form, he 
managed to do what I couldn’t do. 
Thanks Gerald. 

This is acknowledgement that we 
are being acknowledged with our 
charity programmes in our local 
communities. 

So well done our medical Mission teams, 

you are making our Sub Branch well 

known and respected in the area that 

you live and play in. 

Same as our Blood Bank at the AUF 

Hospital downtown Angeles City. It 

always needs volunteers to donate 

blood, so please feel good and do so. 

See advert on page 14 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-
Branch of the R&SLA, 

the Committee and the 
Editor take no 

responsibilities for any 
errors, omissions or 

inaccuracies contained 
in this newsletter. Nor 

do they accept any 
liability for loss or 
damage suffered 

directly or indirectly for 
use of information 
contained in this 

newsletter. Nor do 
they warrant that 

articles or opinions 
published in this 
newsletter are 
necessarily the 

opinions held by the 
Sub-branch, the 

Committee or the 

Editor 
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There was a good turnout 
at the Clark American Cemetery 
Commemoration and Memorial Day 
Ceremony held at the Clark 
Cemetery on the 30th of May. 
 
The weather was perfect for the 
conduct of the ceremonies which 
were jointly sponsored by VFW Post 
2485, American Legion Post 123, The 
Clark Cemetery Restoration  
Association  in conjunction with the 
The American Battle Monuments 
Commission. 
 
Below are a couple of pictures of the 
ceremony:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.beyondtheblackstump.com 
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FILIPINOS IN THE BOMBING OF DARWIN,  

19 FEBRUARY 1942 

Part 4 : Commonwealth Railways 

The Filipino connection with Port Darwin 
dates back to the ‘Manilamen’ of the late 19

th
 

and shell divers who became patriarchs of 
Territorian families. Three of these families 
contributed eight Filipino-Australian 
volunteers for the AIF during the Great War. 
And then seventeen Filipino-Australians with 
a Northern Territory connection volunteered 
for military service during World War 2.  

In addition, five Filipino-Australian wharf 
labourers were killed during the first 
Japanese raid of 19 February 1942. One of 
these was employed by the Commonwealth 
Railways, killed in a direct hit on the railway 
turntable on Darwin was Francisco Chavez. 
Francisco Augustus Chavez was widely 
known in Darwin as ‘Francis’, although within 
the Filipino community he was known 
affectionately as ‘Chico’. After his father’s 
death, Francisco and his sister Beatrice 
became the step-children of Mr Rafael Ponce 
from the Philippines, and they grew up with 
his children Pantaleona Mary and Eusebio 
Joseph.  

In the 1920s Francisco was a motor car 
proprietor, operating his business from 
Railway Gully; he also played in the Darwin 
Recreation Club band.  

Rafael Ponce died in Darwin in April 1928, 
aged 69: four of his grandsons served during 
World War 2, one of them killed while 
commanding an Avro Lancaster of Bomber 
Command over the Belgian Ardennes. In 
addition, his step-son Francisco Chavez was 
killed on Darwin wharf on 19 February 1942. 

By early 1942, Port Darwin had become a 
vitally important staging point for ship 
convoys, with gangs working on the wharf 
around the clock. On 19 February, Francisco 
Chavez was working as a winchman at the 
railway turntable at the right-angle of the 
wharf.  

The second stick of bombs from the first high 
level attack hit this right-angle bend, 
completely obliterating a large section of the 
decking and destroying the turntable. A 
locomotive and six railway trucks were 
thrown into the water and Chico Chavez was 
killed instantly, with no trace of his body ever 
found. 

Commemoration. After the war, an annual 
commemorative service for those killed was 
held at the Soldiers’ Memorial on                     

19 February. Immediately beforehand, a 
small private service was always held at the 
wharf and families would cast wreaths onto 
the water in memory of the waterside 
workers. 

Darwin City Council erected a large plaque at 
the council offices to honour the civilians 
killed in Darwin during these first raids on 
Australian soil, and this was unveiled on 19 
February 1971 by the Governor-General Sir 
Paul Hasluck.  

In 1962, the new St Mary’s Star of the Sea 
Cathedral was opened on Smith Street. It 
replaced the original timber and iron church 
which dated back to the 1880s: the father of 
Francisco Chavez had served here at Mass 
around the turn of the century, in 1919 
Francisco’s step-sister Mary Ponce married 
Rafael Perez in this church, and on 19 
February 1942 Japanese aircraft repeatedly 
strafed the church with machine-gun fire. 
The new cathedral was designed and built as 
a War Memorial and Shrine of Thanksgiving 
to commemorate those who lost their lives 
during the air raids. 

A large ‘Bombing of Darwin’ descriptive 
plaque was installed on the Esplanade near 
Government House in Darwin on 19 February 
2001, correctly stating that 22 men were 
killed on the wharf. On Stokes Hill Wharf on 
19 February 2012, two special memorials 
were installed to mark the 70

th
 of the raid. 

The Mariners’ Mural was erected by the 
Darwin Port Authority, and the Wharf 
Memorial commemorates the civilians from 
Burns, Philp & Co Ltd and the 
Commonwealth Railways known to have 
been killed on the wharf.  

Paul A Rosenzweig 

paul.rosenzweig@hotmail.com 

More info at: 
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger


RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 87  16 

 

 

RETURNED & SERVICES LEAGUE – 
AUSTRALIA 

ANGELES CITY – PHILIPPINES SUB 
BRANCH 

MINUTES OF MONTHLY GENERAL 
MEETING – 17 Jun 2014 

Opening 

The President opened the meeting 
at 1400 hours. Apologies were 
received for Gregg Mann, Bill 
Barnes, Lee Townsend, Chris Weeks, 
Lester Hendrickson and Rudy Olree,  

There were 13 members present.  

Treasurers Report 

The Treasurer Ron Parrot table April 
and May 14 Statement of Income 
and Expenses. The President had 
one query whether one item was an 
expense or an addition. There were 
questions on what happen to 
proceeds from Phillies Raffle 26 Apr 
14 (No raffle after ANZAC Day) and 
Emotions Raffle 28 May 14 (First 
state of Origin game on no raffle 
held) 

Moved by Bob Barnes seconded 
Brian Crawford. Accepted 
Unanimous 

Medical Mission 

Lindsay Drury reported to the 
General meeting that everything was 
arranged for the 05 Jul 14 Medical 
Mission at Barangay Sapang Maisac 
Covered Area. There will be a copy of 
the map in this month’s Newsletter. 

The Treasurer Ron Parrot said the 
meds have not been finalised.WC4K 

The President informed the 
members that the 160 specialized 
wheelchairs (WC4K) for our Medical 
Missions were in transient on a 
container ship. The President gave a 
detailed account of the expenses of 
getting delivered to the warehouse 
in Angeles City. Due to the 

unavoidable VAT here it will work 
out AUD $34 per wheel chair instead 
of the AUD $75 we are paying for the 
Chinese wheelchairs.  

The volunteer instructor Dr. Lois 
Moir ECU lecturer will come to the 
Philippines for a week on the 24 Aug 
to 01 Sep 14 to instruct Angeles City 
RSL members in the correct 
procedures and patient fitting.  

A letter was read out from 
foundation member Edward Moore 
praising the wonderful laid out 
Headquarters developed and 
maintained by members and Office 
Bearers. 

The President called for any further 
business, received no response, and 
asked for the door raffle to be 
drawn. Door Prize won by Brian 
Crawford who donated the prize to 
the Medical Mission. 

The Meeting closed at 1435 hours. 

______________________________ 

HERE ARE SOME PICTURES OF 
THE June Medical Mission, in no 
particular order: 

  

               Wheelchair recipient 

 

 

Medical staff 

 

Happy Customer

 

Another wheelchair donation 
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Volunteers all 

 

Helpers and clients 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           It will be OK mate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nebulizer Donation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      All done for another medical mission 
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“The price of liberty 

is eternal vigilance” 

 

 
THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD 

AS WE THAT ARE LET GROW OLD 

AGE SHALL NOT WEARY THEM 

NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN 

AND IN THE MORNING 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

Lest We Forget 

 


