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PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT –  

 April 2014 

The Sub Branch 
remembered 
the 99th 
anniversary of 
ANZAC Day on 
April 25th 2014, 
and in excess of 

160 persons were in attendance 
at the Clark Veterans Cemetery 
for the Service of Remembrance 
and a similar number at the 
gunfire breakfast and activities at 
the Swagman Hotel following.   

These numbers are a record 
attendance for this Sub Branch 
and it was particularly pleasing to 
see so many children in company 
with their parents attend. My 
special thanks to Deputy Head of 
Mission at the Australian 

Embassy, Manila, Mr. 
David Dutton for 
attending and giving 
the Keynote Address. 
My thanks also to the 

many members of the Sub Branch 
who were instrumental and 
necessary to set up, and in the 
conduct of the day. Thank you 
Melvin from the Ponderosa Hotel, 
for providing the hotel jeepney to 
convey members and visitors from 
the Ponderosa to the cemetery. 

Although figures are yet to be 
finalized as I give this report, I do 
note that at the Swagman the 
consumption per head of local 
drinks put on by the Sub Branch 
appears to have exceeded 11, a 
clear advance on our previous 
record of 9.8. Record sale of raffle 
tickets for the day, record take 
from the two-up and sales of 
merchandise were also pleasing. 

A reminder of the next Children’s 
Medical Mission to be held at 
Barangay San Nicolas on 
Saturday morning 3rd May 2014 
commencing at 8.00am.  A map is 

included elsewhere in this 
newsletter, showing the location.  
As was the case last month, we 
need nurses or other medical 
professionals to help as both 
Colleges of Nursing at AUF and 
HAU are on their long summer 
vacation.  The WAGS and 
yourselves as members are also 
required for dispensing and 
checking.  If you are unable to get 
to the site yourself or with a mate 
who has transport, we will be 
arranging for the Ponderosa 
jeepney to be available and also 
member’s cars who have empty 
seats.  Transport from the 
Ponderosa will be leaving at 
7.30am. 

Finally,concerning memberships. 
The cut off date before removing 
members from the current list was 
on ANZAC Day.  If you have 
missed this date you can rejoin at 
any time by paying the 
membership fee of P800 for the 
year. Please be advised that 
renewals do not get a new card 
each year and your card from the 

President’s Report 
by James Curtis-Smith – President 
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Victorian Branch is good from 
year to year. If you are a new 
member your card will be sent by 
post to your address if you gave 
your address as being in 
Australia.  If your address is in the 
Philippines, your card will be sent 
from the Victorian Branch to the 
Sub Branch, and can be collected 
from the reception desk at the 
Ponderosa after about 6 weeks 
from the time you signed up. We 
do not have the capacity to deliver 
cards.  

I am astounded that a fake RSL 
membership card has been 

produced and is circulating in 
Angeles City. I do not know who is 
selling them or at what cost, and a 
warning if you are renewing or 
joining please ensure you get an 
official RSL receipt when you pay.  
Receipt books are held by 
Secretary Ray Stenhouse, 
Treasurer Ron Parrott, and 
Committee men Lindsay Drury 
and Rudy Olree.  The fake cards 
offered for sale have different 
background colours (more 
yellowish) and do not have your 
name or membership number 
recorded.  The local police are  

offering discounts have been 
advised. 

JAMES E. CURTIS-SMITH 

President 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVERTISEMENT 

 

 

 

John Frederick Smith  
(A/C) and  

David McCarney (NSW 

RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE MAY 2014 

Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday at 6.00 PM.  

Weekly CHARITY Raffle DRAW NOW EVERY Wednesday at 
Emotions Nite Club at 6.00 PM. 
 
MEDICAL MISSION 3RD MAY (mudmap on page  

Tuesday 6TH MAY * 2.00 PM... COMMITTEE Meeting * Social 
Tuesday 2.00pm PONDEROSA 
4.00pm GARFIELDS *  PSB * DRILL SHACK 
 
Tuesday 13TH MAY  * 2.00 PM WELFARE COMMITTEE * 
2.00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 
4.00pm DET 5 * CANDY * NIGHT MOVES 
 
Tuesday 20TH MAY * 2.00PM MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 
* 4.00pm EMOTIONS* TOC * GENTLEMANS 
 
MONDAY 26TH MAY   1100HRS  MEMORIAL DAY CLARK 
VETERANS CEMETERY 
 
Tuesday 27TH MAY * 2.00pm  Social Tuesday Ponderosa * 

4.00pm DR.HOLMS * ERUPTIONS * WOBBLY BOOT 
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SICK PARADE 

JOHN PEETERS, now recovering from broken leg in Singapore.(when 
travelling remember 2 take out travel insurance ) 
STEVE PRICE recovering from stroke scheduled 4 heart surgery in a 
few weeks in Adelaide 
GORDON WINZAR, scheduled for cranial surgery Gold Coast 
MAL GEDDIE, recovering from surgery in Adelaide to leg after the 
mess made in fixing his broken leg in PI’s. 
IAIN BOOTH scheduled surgery Sydney 
PHIL SALMON forging ahead in his painful fight to recover in Brisbane 
KEN GRAHAM, ONA Angeles ,very greatful for the financial support 
GRAHAM LEBHERZ, prostate surgery in Brisbane but back home in 
Angeles 

STAND AT- EASE 

In our February newsletter we advised members that WIRRIM FILMS 
were seeking funding to produce a documentary on the Vietnam Vets 
living in SE Asia and looking at their mental health and presenting a 
story of their lives. 

The first part of the filming was to be ANZAC Day commemorations in 
Angeles. 

They have, at this stage, not been successful at obtaining funding for 
the ANZAC Day portion of their documentary, but are still confident that 
funding will be in hand later on and probably into the first part of 2015. 

So ‘stand at- ease’ until we have more information from WIRRIM 
FILMS. 

UP-COMING MEDICAL MISSIONS 

Next Medical Missions (for planning purposes) 

07 Jun 14 Magalang Barangay Covered Area- To be Confirmed 

05 Jul 14 Sapang Biabas Elementary School – To be Confirmed 

 

 

 

We Need Your Blood! 
Help us to maintain our blood supplies by donating blood 

at the AUF Hospital Red Cross Blood Bank and credit to our RSL. 

Doesn’t take much time and it will be appreciated. 
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A MESSAGE OF 
THANKS FROM EX 
SECRETARY DALLAS 
DRAKE 

 (I was supposed to put it in last 
month’s newsletter but I stuffed 
up.  Ed) 

After 8 years in the position of 
Secretary I am happy to retire (again) 
and take this opportunity to thank all 
those who have supported me 
through that period. 
We have experienced 7 years of solid 
growth that would not have been 
possible without help from many 
members. 

 

Colin Whelan would be my greatest 
supporter in regards to WORK load 
undertaken, both he and Bob Young 
helped very much in the earlier years 
when we went around many business 
establishments asking for support 
.Support came in the form of 
Discounts for RSL Members and 
Support (Raffle prizes) for the 
CHOOK Raffle we started at 
Shanno's in Santos St. 

Membership is the most important 
item of any work we do, we must 
have members to function and grow. 
More Members more supporters and 
the growth brings in more Veterans. 
Thank you Colin and Bob. 

Colin Currently maintains the Master 
Membership Spreadsheets (some 13 

pages of data every month) and is 
highly valuable to the Treasurer and 
Secretary.  
 
My first attempts at doing a 
Newsletter working from Internet Cafe 
did not go too well and along came 
Larry Smith to the rescue. 

Our Newsletter May 2007 was a 
humble beginning with only a few 
copies printed and some emailed out 
to a very small email listing. In 2007 
our data base of email addresses 
was less than twenty now it is around 
900. Our Newsletter has grown in 
size and Popularity and Larry is to be 
congratulated not only on the quality 
but in managing to Publish every 
month since inception.  

Working with Larry has been a 
pleasure even now he lives in Hervey 
Bay Queensland my work load 
remained the same in providing Items 
to be included every month, such as 
Schedule of Events, the Local 
Stories, Welcome new Members, 
Advertisers and Supporters Logos, 
Pictures of Functions etc. Thank you 
Larry 

Gerald Slide appeared just in time to 
get our web site going and to load 
some hundreds of pages I had 
prepared over many months to cover 
as many areas of Interest for 
Members in this area and about the 
RSL. Our first web site took around 3 
months to become accepted in quality 
and navigation. 
www.rslanglescity.com .Gerald did an 
excellent job and also again when we 
redesigned the site as we have now 
incorporating a Facebook function 
http://www.facebook.com/rslacity 
Thank you Gerald 

Communications with members is 
very important keeping them advised 
of events, functions etc gets them 
involved. News Letters, Facebook, 
Blog, Web Site are all important 
functions especially due to the two 
nation spread of memberships. 
The Blog is maintained by Graeme 
Birkett in Sydney. Thank you 
Graeme. 
 
Lee Townsend went through ALL of 
our OLD Membership records (Hard 
Copies from 1994) and transferred 

them into eXcell Spreadsheet along 
with current data that now lists some 
1300 members and current 608 
financial members. That was a 
sizable effort making life much easier 
to data entry rejoining members. Lee 
still maintain that listing that shows 
what years members have been 
financial.  

Thank you Lee. 

No I am not going to mention ALL 
who have supported my efforts like, 
Dave Keegan, Ian Briggs, Gerald 
Williams, John Power, Shanno, 
Steve Fletcher, Dennis Bradbury, 
Pat Lynch, Dave Lindsay, Frank 
Devlin, Charles Hoffman, Richard 
Giles, Melvin Thurkettle, etc OK 
enough for now when I see you I will 
personally thank you if you've been 
missed. 

Thank you all for the ride it’s been 
great times like zero to 160MPA in 16 
seconds. 

Cheers to all. 

Dallas 

_____________________________ 

POSTAGE CONCESSION 

For those living in Australia, the cost of a 
basic postage stamp increased by 10 
cents to 70 cents per stamp on Monday 
31 March 2014. However Aust Post has a 
postage concession available to those 
entitled to a concession card. 

An application can be obtained from a 
post office or you can download an 
application on-line. 

I understand that Aust Post will send you 
5 concession stamps gratis and a card 
where you can purchase stamps at the 
old 60 cent rate.  But there is a limit of 
50 stamps per year at the concession 
rate. The stamps will apparently not 
have a denomination on them, but are 
accepted by Aust Post. 

Go to the website below and download 
the application form. 

http://auspost.com.au/parcels-
mail/mypost-concession-
account.html  

http://www.rslanglescity.com/
http://www.facebook.com/rslacity
http://auspost.com.au/parcels-mail/mypost-concession-account.html
http://auspost.com.au/parcels-mail/mypost-concession-account.html
http://auspost.com.au/parcels-mail/mypost-concession-account.html
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This being ANZAC month I 

think this memorial notice 

is appropriate for 

publication. 

I found this in the Tributes 

page of the Brisbane 

Courier Mail newspaper on 

31 March 2014. 

In Loving Memory 

NEWMAN John Bede 

10.09.1923- 31.03.1944 

On the night of 30/31st of March 
1944, Uncle Jack and the gallant crew 
of the Lancaster LL861, from 101 
Squadron, were shot down by a night 
fighter during the ill-fated raid on 
Nuremburg, Germany. After 70 
years, their supreme sacrifice is still 
remembered. This is our Tribute to 
the Uncle and Great Uncle we never 
knew but will always be in our 
hearts. 

The Newman Family 

______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Jim Curtis-Smith spoke about 
the forged cards in his monthly report at 
the top of this newsletter. 

If any member has seen anyone handing 
out these fake cards, let the authorities 
know. Also pass the word around to all 
the places that you spend time in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a look at pictures taken at 
the last Medical Mission and on 
ANZAC Day, they will be all put 
on a page at the bottom of this 
newsletter, with appropriate 
captions.  Ed 
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LATEST  WHEELCHAIR DONATIONS 

From our last medical mission we identified 
five (5) needy children whose lives would be 
greatly better if they had a wheelchair. We 
do have another child but we cannot contact 
the parents, as yet. We have delivered the 
five and here are the pictures of the delivery: 

The little boy (above) is Arj Ponsalane 
and he is severely disabled to the point 
that it has slowed his growth. He is 5 and 
a half years old, suffers a form of down 
syndrome, congenital heart disease and 
other complicated medical problems. 

The girl (below) is Zyrel De Suses, she is 
12yo and is physically handicapped (she 
can't walk) as well as being mentally 
disabled. She was so happy to get the 
wheelchair and giggled and laughed all 
the time she was there. 

This is one of the kids we went back to 
deliver wheelchairs to after the MM at 
EBZA. 

She is Angeli Yamzon. 9yo with Spina 
Fibida - very weak lower extremities and 
she will never walk. 

it was delivered by James, Jane (my 
missus) and myself. 

 

Above is one more of the kids we gave 
wheelchairs to from the MM at EBZA. 

She is 10 yo Grazell Layamana - The only 
description of her illness is that she has 
"Inborn" medical problems. 

 

The final picture is of Erone Bondoz 14 yo 
and he has Severe Epileptic  (below). 

He was brought to the MM by Tony 
Mammac the Balibago Barangay Captain. 

We thank Lindsay for this report. 
He also mentioned that there was 
another recipient but his 
parents/carers were unavailable. 
Maybe they will catch up with him 
a little later. 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the 
R&SLA, the Committee and the 

Editor take no responsibilities for 
any errors, omissions or inaccuracies 
contained in this newsletter. Nor do 
they accept any liability for loss or 

damage suffered directly or 
indirectly for use of information 

contained in this newsletter. Nor do 
they warrant that articles or opinions 

published in this newsletter are 
necessarily the opinions held by the 
Sub-branch, the Committee or the 

Editor 
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DIRECTION TO SAN NICOLAS 
MEDICAL MISSION 3 MAY 2014   

It looks like you have to 
go down MacArthur Hwy, 
over the Abacan Bridge, 
keep right, down past the 
old Fiesta Gardens Hotel, 
right through to the 
major intersection 
downtown where the 
traffic cop stands.  

Take a right turn opposite 
Chow King, go down four 
streets, turn left, go past 
the first street on the left 
and you are at the 
Medical Mission site. 

 

GOOD ONYA COLES 
SUPERMARKETS 

To mark its Centenary as an 
Australian company on 9 April 
2014, Coles has pledged to raise 
$5 million for the Australian 
Defence Force Assistance Trust 
to assist current and former 
members of the armed services 
and their families who are in need 
of the nation’s help. 

Over the next 12 months in the 
lead up to Anzac Day 2015 - 
when the nation commemorates 
100 years since Australian troops 
landed on Gallipoli- Coles will 
raise $5 million through corporate 
and customer fundraising in its 
stores across the country.  

On April 9 – which is officially 100 
years since GJ Coles established 
his first store in the Melbourne 
suburb of Collingwood –Coles will 
announce its multi-million dollar 
Centenary Pledge and seek 
customer donations to salute our  

 

 

heroic Australian families. 
Donations can be made at all  

Coles’ supermarkets and online to 
the Australian Defence Force 
Assistance Trust.  

In addition to this fundraising, 
Coles will also provide “Digger 
Discounts” in all of its 
supermarkets on selected days 
over the next 12 months, to give 
all serving, returned, or retired 
members of the Armed Services 
and their families a 10% discount 
on their groceries – the first 
“Digger Discount” will be on 
offer this coming weekend, 12-
13 April. This offer applies on 
all transactions from 
Saturday12th until Midnight 
Sunday 13th April 2014 and is 
based on the presentation of a 
valid Department of Veteran 
Affairs card or Defence 
Personnel Card. 

______________________________ 

 

 

TIME FOR JOKE 

A man is leaning on a farm gate, 
watching the round up of some 
sheep when he realizes that the 
farmer isn’t using a sheepdog, but 
a pig. What’s more, the pig only 
has three legs. “Why has that pig 
only got three legs?’ he asked. 

“Well’ says the farmer, “that pig 
not only herds up my sheep, he 
also milks the cows morning and 
evening and collects the eggs 
from the hens. He can count so 
well he does all the farm accounts 
and fills in my tax forms”. “That’s 
amazing” says the man, “but why 
does he only have three legs”. “Ah 
well” says the farmer, “when you 
have a pig that special, you don’t 
eat him all at once”.  

____________________________ 

https://www.adfassistancetrust.org.au/donate-or-get-involved.html
https://www.adfassistancetrust.org.au/donate-or-get-involved.html
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ANZAC DAY 2014 

We have just commemorated the 99th 
anniversary of the failed campaign that 
was Gallipoli. Here is the historical note 
concerning that campaign: 

The Gallipoli Campaign (April 25, 1915-January 8, 
1916), a major land and sea operation of World War I, in 
which British, French, Australian, and New Zealand 
forces unsuccessfully attempted an invasion of Turkey. 

The action was confined to the Dardanelles Strait and 
the tip of the Gallipoli (Gelibolu) Peninsula near Istanbul. 
The purpose of the campaign, devised by British 
Munitions minister David Lloyd George, first lord of the 
Admiralty Winston Churchill, General Herbert H. 
Kitchener, and Admiral Sackville H. Carden, was to open 
up a new theater of war as an alternative to the 
stalemate in France, to relieve Turkish pressure on 
Russian forces In the Caucasus, and, by gaining control 
of Istanbul and the straits, to provide a direct link with 
Russia via the Black Sea.  

This campaign is also significant for Australians in that it 
marked the first time a major Australian military force 
was commanded by Australian, instead of English 
officers. 
What initially was to be exclusively a naval operation 

failed in February 1915 when several British and French 
ships were damaged by floating mines. A land invasion 
was then decided on, but it was not begun until late 
April. 

An amphibious landing at that time was met with heavy 
resistance by the Turks. Excessive caution and timorous 
leadership by the British commander, Sir Ian Hamilton, 
resulted in several lost initiatives. Little headway was 
made beyond the several beachheads. In early August, 
after three months of stalemate and stagnation on the 
beaches, a new major offensive was begun.  

Once again, however, the excessive caution and 
indifferent leadership of the British command offset the 
effect of heavy 
reinforcements. The Turkish forces, on the other hand, 
were inspired by the leadership of Mustafa Kemal 
(Kemal Atatьrk, later president of Turkey) and the skill of 
their German Commander, Otto Liman von Sanders. 
After a few more months of stalemate, Hamilton was 
replaced by Sir Charles Monro, who was sent to 
evaluate the situation. Monro recommended evacuation, 
and the allied forces were withdrawn in December and 
January. British casualties were 205,000 out of 410,000; 
The French sustained a rate of 47,000 out of 79,000; 
Turkish, 250,000 to 300,000 out of 500,000. The fiasco 
badly stained the reputations of Churchill, Hamilton, and 
Kitchener. Despite its overall failure, however, the 

CHANGES TO THE LONG TAN CROSS AREA 

Anyone heading to visit the Long Tan cross in Vietnam are in for a bit of a shock. The Battle of Long Tan was 
fought in a working rubber plantation in 1966.  6th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment (6 RAR) installed the 
cross in the area of the Battle in 1969. It was still in the rubber plantation. 

Today though, the owners considered the trees no longer a commercial viability so has cleared the old trees 
out and turned the area into an agricultural enterprise. This has left the memorial cross area sitting out in the 
open, but it is nicely preserved.  Here is a before and after picture of the area. 
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Gallipoli campaign weakened the Turks enough to 
facilitate the British seizure of Palestine in 1917. The 
action also distracted the Germans from a plan they had 
in 1915 to begin another offensive in France. 

 

 

AND HERE IS A GALLIPOLI SONG CALLED: 

And The Band Played Waltzing Matilda"  - Eric Bogle 
 

Now when I was a young man, I carried me pack, and I lived the free life of a rover 
From the Murray's green basin to the dusty outback, well, I waltzed my Matilda all over. 

Then in 1915, my country said son, It's time you stopped rambling, there's work to be done. 
So they gave me a tin hat, and they gave me a gun, and they marched me away to the war. 

 
And the band played Waltzing Matilda, as the ship pulled away from the quay 
And amidst all the cheers, the flag-waving and tears, we sailed off for Gallipoli 

And how well I remember that terrible day, how our blood stained the sand and the water 
And of how in that hell that they called Suvla Bay, we were butchered like lambs at the slaughter. 

Johnny Turk he was waiting, he'd primed himself well. He shower'd us with bullets, 
And he rained us with shell. And in five minutes flat, he'd blown us all to hell 

Nearly blew us right back to Australia. 
 

But the band played Waltzing Matilda, when we stopped to bury our slain. 
We buried ours, and the Turks buried theirs, then we started all over again. 

And those that were left, well we tried to survive, in that mad world of blood, death and fire 
And for ten weary weeks, I kept myself alive, though around me the corpses piled higher 

Then a big Turkish shell knocked me arse over head, and when I woke up in my hospital bed, 
And saw what it had done, well I wished I was dead. Never knew there was worse things than dyin'. 

 
For I'll go no more waltzing Matilda, all around the green bush far and free 

To hump tent and pegs, a man needs both legs-no more waltzing Matilda for me. 
So they gathered the crippled, the wounded, the maimed, and they shipped us back home to Australia. 

The legless, the armless, the blind, the insane, those proud wounded heroes of Suvla 
And as our ship pulled into Circular Quay, I looked at the place where me legs used to be. 

And thanked Christ there was nobody waiting for me, to grieve, to mourn, and to pity. 
 

But the band played Waltzing Matilda, as they carried us down the gangway. 
But nobody cheered, they just stood and stared, then they turned all their faces away 
And so now every April, I sit on me porch, and I watch the parades pass before me. 

And I see my old comrades, how proudly they march, reviving old dreams of past glories 
And the old men march slowly, old bones stiff and sore. They're tired old heroes from a forgotten war 

And the young people ask, what are they marching for? And I ask myself the same question. 
 

But the band plays Waltzing Matilda, and the old men still answer the call, 
But as year follows year, more old men disappear. Someday no one will march there at all. 

Waltzing Matilda, Waltzing Matilda, who'll come a-waltzing Matilda with me? 
And their ghosts may be heard as they march by that billabong, who'll come a-waltzing Matilda with me? 

NOTES: 
"Matilda" - the backpack and associated gear used by livestock drovers and prospecters 

In remote areas of the Australian outback. 
"Swag" - canvas sleeping bag 

"Billabong" - creek or estuary, generally with an outlet to the sea and containing more or less brackish water. 
 

To listen to the tune, go to the following youtube site: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E22gszljklc&list=RDWG48Ftsr3OI 

http://www.lyricsmode.com/eric_bogle_and_the_band_played_waltzing_matilda/waltzing-matilda/5301
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E22gszljklc&list=RDWG48Ftsr3OI
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FILIPINOS IN THE  
BOMBING OF DARWIN,  

19 FEBRUARY 1942 

Part 2  :  Captain Carmelo L Manzano and the SS 

Florence D 
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FILIPINOS IN THE  
BOMBING OF DARWIN,  

19 FEBRUARY 1942 

Part 2  :  Captain Rafael J Cisneros and the SS Don Isidro 

In January-February 1942, there were 105 Filipinos serving 
aboard two cargo ships, the SS Don Isidro (68) and the SS 
Florence D (37), which had been contracted by the US Army to 
be blockade-runners to the Philippines. Of these, fourteen men 
were killed on 19 February 1942. They have usually been 
counted among the ‘Bombing of Darwin’ casualties although, in 
fact, they were in the Arafura Sea, well to the north of Darwin. 

Arafura Sea, February 1942 

The SS Florence D was originally the twin screw steamer SS Lake 
Farmingdale, launched in 1919 and used to transport lumber in 
the Philippine Islands from 1925. In January 1942, she was 
contracted by the US Army to deliver supplies to the besieged 
troops on Bataan Peninsula and Corregidor Island, with an all-
Filipino crew under Captain Carmelo Lopez Manzano as Master. 
Manzano had served as a Major in the Philippine Army, but 
graduated from the Philippine Nautical School in 1924; by 1942 
he had 14 years of seagoing experience, and had held command 
of an ocean-going vessel for the previous four years.   

On 19 February 1942, the Florence D rescued the crew of a 
Catalina flying boat which had been shot down by a Japanese 
‘Zero’ on its way to Darwin. She then responded to the SS Don 
Isidro’s SOS call.  

Florence D was first attacked at 2 pm by a Japanese float plane 
northwest of Bathurst Island, but both bombs missed. She was 
attacked again at 3.30 pm by nine dive-bombers returning to 
their carrier after attacking Darwin, scoring direct hits on the 
forward cargo hold full of ammunition. After a dramatic 
explosion she sank immediately west of Bathurst Island. Three 
crew were killed, plus one US airman from the Catalina.  

The survivors landed on Bathurst Island in scattered groups 
around midnight. A RAAF patrol plane spotted some survivors 
on 21 February, and the next morning HMAS Warrnambool 
rescued them and carried them to Darwin. Others, including 
Captain Manzano, were taken to Darwin by Brother Smith of the 
Bathurst Island Mission in his lugger, and two wounded men 
were flown to Darwin by light aircraft.  

Manzano received a commission in the Philippine Coast Guard 
Reserve in December 1942, with the rank of Lieutenant-
Commander. He had a distinguished Coast Guard career, and at 
one point was the highest ranking Filipino officer in the US 
Coast Guard, with the rank of Commander. 

 

 

 

Commemoration  

The location of the wreck of the SS Florence D was not known 
until 2008: she sank approximately 85 nautical miles northwest 
of Darwin. She is today protected under the Historic Shipwrecks 
Act 1976 (Commonwealth), an undersea war grave.  

On 18 February 2013, Chief Minister Terry Mills MLA and Mr 
Brian Winspear AM (a WW2 veteran) officially opened a 
Memorial Wall to the Allied Fallen at the Darwin Military 
Museum. In Darwin on 18 February 2014 the names of the three 
Filipinos from SS Florence D, and eleven from SS Don Isidro, 
were honoured when the Philippine Ambassador to Australia 
unveiled a commemorative plaque on this wall. The SS Don 
Isidro had been first attacked by Japanese aircraft the day 
before the raids on Darwin, so it was felt to be appropriate to 
hold a commemoration service for them on 18 February. 

These Filipino merchant mariners who volunteered for ‘suicide 
missions’ to support the beleaguered garrison on the Philippine 
Islands should not be forgotten. 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

paul.rosenzweig@hotmail.com  

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

The three Filipinos from the SS Florence D who died on 19 February 

1942 are as follows: 

Francisco BELTRAN Sailor 

Librado BRIONES Carpenter 

Mariano REYES Messboy 
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SIGNS YOU WILL ONLY SEE IN AUSTRALIA 

                         

                                       McDonalds sign outside Yass NSW                                                                                  Sign in Daintree Nth Queensland 

 

                                  Medical Mission administrative centre                                                                              The free pharmacy 

 

        Good to see Norm Macon out of hospital and attending the MM                                          Everyone is in good hands with the registrants 
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          Some of the assembled  veterans at the service                                         Awaiting for the President to start proceedings 

 

President Jim with keynote speaker,  

Deputy Head of Mission at the Australian  

Embassy Manila, Mr David Dutton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

        Enjoying the day at the Swagman Narra Resort                                                 Come in spinner at the Narra 
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THE ODE OF REMEMBRANCE 

They went with songs to the battle, they were young 

Straight of limb, true of eyes, steady and aglow 

They were staunch to the end, against odds uncounted 

They fell with their faces to the foe 

They shall grow not old 

As we that are left grow old 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn 

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning 

We will remember them 

They mingle not with their laughing comrades again 

They sit no more at familiar tables at home 

They have no lot in our labour of the day-time 

They sleep beyond England’s foam 

LEST WE FORGET 

(Part of ‘For the Fallen’ 

by Robert Lawrence Binyon 1869-1943) 

 

    


