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President’s Report
By:

James Curtis-Smith – President

March 2014
This last month has
given
the
new
Committee time to
settle in to its job and
for appointments to
be made.
Apart from the
Executive positions announced in
my last report, the following
members of the Committee have
accepted
appointments
as
follows:
Medical Missions Coordinator
Lindsay Drury
Welfare and Pensions
Chris Weeks
Quartermaster
Kooka (David Messent)
Special Projects
Gary Barnes

Our next Children’s Medical
Mission will be held on Saturday
April
5,
2014
at
EPZA
Resettlement Area commencing
at 8.00am. A notice and map of
the
locations
appears
elsewhere in this newsletter. I
might comment that the first time
we visited this settlement in
November 2010 we had a record
number
of
1,767
children
registered, and the second visit in
July 2012 resulted in 1,421
children registered. I do hope as
many members as possible with
or without your WAGS (who are
also desperately needed) will
attend.
Transport has been
arranged with the Ponderosa
jeepney but that will probably not
be enough, and if members have
private vehicles with a spare seat
available, I would ask that you
drop by the Ponderosa at 7.00am.

ANZAC Day (Friday April 25) fast
approaches
and
I
remind
members that our Remembrance
Service commences at 7.00am
(muster at 6.45am) at the Clark
Veterans Cemetery and followed
by a gunfire breakfast and activity
at the Swagman Hotel following.
JAMES E. CURTIS-SMITH
President

We welcome the following
new members:
John Seal (QLD) *
Lindsay Reid (A/C) *
Michael Brodie (NSW) *
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RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE
APRIL 2014
Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle
every Saturday at 6.00 PM.

Weekly CHARITY Raffle DRAW
NOW EVERY Wednesday at
Emotions Nite Club at 6.00 PM.
MEDICAL MISSION 5th APRIL

EPZA Resettlement Area
See map on page
Tuesday 1st APRIL 2.00 PM...
COMMITTEE Meeting* Social
Tuesday 2.00pm PONDEROSA *
4.00pm PARADISE BEER
GARDEN
Tuesday 8th
2.00 PM WELFARE COMMITTEE
2.00 Social Tuesday Ponderosa
4.00 MOONS BAR * ROBBIES*
SIT BACK RELAX
Tuesday 15th 2.00PM
MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING
4.00 PM FRIENDS BAR *
ROCKING HORSE * LOST IN
ASIA.
Tuesday 22nd 2.00 pm Social
Tuesday Ponderosa * 4.00 PM *
SILLY HAT * GREEN BOTTLE *
BLUE BOAR INN
APRIL 25TH
0700hrs ANZAC DAY SERVICE
CLARK VETERAN CEMETRY followed
by 0800hrs GUNFIRE BREAKAST
SWAGMAN NARRA RESORT
Tuesday 29th APRIL 2.00 PM
Social Tuesday Ponderosa
4.00 PM * PORKYS * FIRE PIT *
BABY DOLLS.
------------------------------------

AN EMAIL RECEIVED………..
Donation from Deakin
University Nursing Students
2014
Date: Mon, 17 Feb 2014
10:21:10 +0000

Hi James, Dallas & Ron,
Upon completion of our recent
Nursing Study tour of the
Philippines with Deakin
University Australia, I am
emailing on behalf of the group
to inform you that we have
allocated some of our
fundraised money to your
medical missions.
As discussed with you in
person when we attended a
medical mission we would like
to see the money go towards
nebulisers which you donate to
the Barangays and any
additional funds towards your
new wheelchair missions which
you are sourcing from Western
Australia.
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Deakin University
Warrnambool Campus
PH: +61409773501
pmkampma@deakin.edu.au
NB. Our banking details were
provided and we will put the
donation to use exactly as they
requested. Thanks again.
_________________________
SIGNS YOU WILL ONLY SEE IN
AUSTRALIA

I have CC'd Petrice Fatchen
into this email as she will
require your bank details to
deposit the funds, Petrice has
the final amount which I know
is just over $1,000AU - but
Petrice will let you know
exactly how much.
Thankyou once again for the
opportunity to attend your
medical mission and we wish
you all the best for your future
missions, may you continue to
bring the opportunity of health
to those who lack opportunity
to seek it on their own.
Please also find attached a
photo taken at your mission.
Kind Regards,
Peta Kampman
Nursing Student

I have many more which I will
use in future newsletters. Ed
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Minister for Veterans' Affairs Subscription List
Friday, 21 March 2014 VA018

PENSION INCREASE FOR VETERAN COMMUNITY
More than 272,000 veterans, their partners, war widows and widowers across Australia received a pension
increase yesterday, announced the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Senator the Hon. Michael Ronaldson.
As pension rates are calculated on a daily basis, the next pension paid after the 20 March increase (on
to give
us the
of his
experience
payday 3 April 2014) will be paid partly
at the
old benefit
rate and
partly
at the new rate. The first full payment at
and knowledge. My thanks to you Dallas.
the new rates of pension will be payday 17 April 2014.
The Australia
Day Fiesta
has come and
The table below highlights the key changes
to fortnightly
rates.

Pension

gone and what a great day it was. My
thanks to the very many members who
worked to prepare and set up for the day
and
to the
supporters
of the
SubRate
Branch
Old
Rate
New
1
1
who took stalls and entered in the Curry

(per fortnight)
Service Pension—single
Service Pension—couples

Increase

(per fortnight)

$827.10

$842.80

$15.70

$1,246.80
couple

$1,270.60

$23.80

couple

$11.90

$623.40
each

$635.30
each

War Widow(er)’s Pension

$840.20

$856.20

$16.00

Income Support Supplement

$247.60

$252.40

$4.80

Special Rate (TPI) of Disability
Pension

$1,269.00

$1,293.20

$24.20

Intermediate Rate of Disability

$861.30

$877.80

$16.50

eligible
to attend committee meetings and
Pension
participate.

$714.20
Disablement
$700.70
$13.50
ItExtreme
would be remiss
of me on Adjustment
behalf of all
members of the Sub Branch if I were not
to100
noteper
the cent
retirement
of former
Secretary
$459.60
General
Rate
of
$451.00
$8.60
Dallas
Drake.Pension
Dallas became Secretary
Disability
in 2006 and has been Secretary since
that date. It is not a coincidence that it
1 – These are the maximum rates of payment and include any clean energy supplement payable.
was
during those years and continuing
that saw the growth of members and
Pensions are indexed twice a year in March and September taking account of changes in the Consumer
development of activities of this Sub
Price Index
(CPI),
thedate
Pensioner
Branch,
such that
at the
of writing and Beneficiary Living Cost Index (PBLCI) and Male Total Average
this
report we
have 604(MTAWE).
members in good
Weekly
Earnings
standing. Dallas has worked tirelessly for
the
Sublist
Branch,
and notwithstanding
his
A full
of pension
rates are available
on www.dva.gov.au or by calling 133 254 or 1800 555 254 from
retirement from the position as Secretary,
regional
Australia.
I hope that he will continue as a member
DISCLAIMER

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or
inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use
of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are
necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor
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This is where Angeles City RSL Sub Branch started.
This is the record of the meeting that got a commitment by a small group of blokes to start a RSL Sub-branch. It
notes all the names of those present. I can count seven that I know are now deceased.
Initially we were not classed as a sub branch, but a branch. That changed later to sub branch.
Due to the tyranny of distance, our members in La Union were made into an ‘Ad hoc’ arrangement. They held
meetings a fortnight different to Angeles and brought their minutes to the monthly meeting and received the
Angeles minutes in return. One of their members did a day or over-night trip to Angeles to achieve this.
When our club room was recently renovated, old records were located. Treasurer Ron Parrott has diligently
peruse them, scanned and placed them on digital media for safekeeping. I have many that Ron has sent me.

I will make up an
article for inclusion in
our April Newsletter.
For those unaware,
ANZAC Day, 25th of
April 2014 will be our
Sub-Branch’s 20th
Anniversary.
I would be surprised if
something special
isn’t planned for the
occasion.
The signatures on the
original ‘minute’ left
shows our first
President George
Bradman and the
bloke who is classed
as the ‘father’ of our
Sub Branch, Ken Slide.
You may have heard
the name Slide before,
Ken’s son Gerald is our
webmaster.
Ed
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5 APRIL 2014
RSL CHILDREN’S MEDICAL MISSION

Time? from 8am to 12 noon
(7am at Ponderosa if transport required)
If you can assist with transport by use of
your own vehicle please also be at Ponderosa
at 7am unless you have made prior arrangements
and have a car full.
Where ? -EPZA Resettlement Area (map attached)

The last Mission at EPZA was in October 2010
and 1767 children were registered. We expect
large numbers again and need your help and
the WAGS also.

This little fellow is Ryan Eufemio. Ryan is just three
years old and is severely disabled. A wheelchair
allows his parents to take him around Sta Teresita
where Ryan lives.
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ADVERTISEMENT

FILIPINOS IN THE
BOMBING OF DARWIN,
19 FEBRUARY 1942

Lumber

Company

would

handle

unloading operations.

Part 1 : Captain Rafael J Cisneros and the SS

At noon on 18 February, Don Isidro was

Don Isidro

north of Wessel Island off Arnhem Land

In January-February 1942, there were
105 Filipinos serving aboard two cargo
ships, the SS Don Isidro (68) and the SS
Florence D (37), which had been

when a Japanese bomber attacked her
twice. Captain Cisneros then changed
course, to seek shelter in Darwin
Harbour.

contracted by the US Army to be

The next day, Don Isidro was 25 miles

blockade-runners to the Philippines. Of

north of Bathurst Island when seven

these, fourteen men were killed on 19

fighter planes suddenly strafed her – they

February 1942. They have usually been

were returning from the strike on Darwin.

counted among the ‘Bombing of Darwin’

Later, a Japanese float plane attacked

casualties although, in fact, they were in

her, and then dive bombers and fighters

the Arafura Sea, well to the north of

set the ship on fire.

Darwin.
The crew abandoned ship and eventually
Arafura Sea, February 1942

gathered together on the beach, and

The SS Don Isidro had been built in 1939
for the De La Rama Steamship Company
in Iloilo. In January 1942, she was
contracted by the US Army to deliver
supplies to the besieged troops on
Bataan Peninsula and Corregidor Island,

found that four were dead and several
were missing. They were rescued by
HMAS Warrnambool later that morning,
and Captain Cisneros confirmed that
there were seven Filipinos missing and
four dead.

with an all-Filipino crew under Captain

Warrnambool arrived in Darwin about

Rafael J Cisneros as Master.

midnight

Don Isidro left Batavia (Jakarta) on 12
February with a cargo of flour, rations and
ammunition. As well as her Filipino crew,
she carried an armed guard of 16
American
Ordnance

soldiers

from

(Aviation)

the

453d

Bombardment

Company. Captain Cisneros intended

on

20

February

carrying

73 survivors. Of these, one American died
of gangrene on 26 February. Two Filipino
crewmen also died of their wounds; they
were buried in a temporary cemetery, but
they were not recorded in any casualty list
and their names still remain unknown
today.

heading through the Arafura and Banda

In return for his service, Captain

Seas to Mindanao, where the Anakan

Cisneros, his wife and their children (all
born in the Philippines) were granted US

ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 84

citizenship. Ironically, after surviving four
enemy attacks on his ship in 1942, Rafael

7

The Filipino crew from the SS Don Isidro
who died on 19 February 1942:

Cisneros died in about 1958 of a heart

Antonio CORDOVA

Oiler

attack while he and his wife were on a

Raul DELGADO

Machinist

Loreto JAIME

2nd Engineer

Melchor JARUVILLA

3rd Engineer

Alberto JIMENEA

Oiler

Amado LOGNO

Cook

of Bathurst Island. She is today protected

Maximo MANGAN

Chief Engineer

under the Historic Shipwrecks Act 1976

Agapito MASANGKAY

Steward

(Commonwealth).

Frederico MONTALEGRA

Chief Electrician

Antonio REYNES

Extra Engineer

Quirino SABANDO

Oiler

cruise.
Commemoration
The Don Isidro came ashore, still burning,
north of Cape Fourcroy on the west coast

On 18 February 2013, a Memorial Wall to
the Allied Fallen was officially opened at
the

Darwin

Military

Museum.

On

18 February 2014, the names of the
eleven Filipinos from SS Don Isidro, and
three from SS Florence D, were honoured
when the Philippine Ambassador to
Australia unveiled a commemorative
plaque on this wall. The SS Don Isidro
had been first attacked by Japanese
aircraft the day before the raids on
Darwin, so it was felt to be appropriate to
hold a commemoration service for them
on 18 February.
These Filipino merchant mariners who
volunteered for ‘suicide missions’ to
support the beleaguered garrison on the
Philippine Islands should not be forgotten.
Paul A Rosenzweig
paul.rosenzweig@hotmail.com
More info at:
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
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We may or may not have been
held for ransom in a Philippine
hospital or we may well know
someone who has, well here is
the regulation against it.
Sunday, March 16, 2008
Republic Act No. 9439 Hospital
Detention Law
The complete text of the law
(promulgated on April 27, 2007)
is posted below:
Section 1. It shall be unlawful for
any hospital or medical clinic in
the country to detain or to
otherwise cause, directly or
indirectly, the detention of patients
who have fully or partially
recovered or have been
adequately attended to or who
may have died, for reasons of
nonpayment in part or in full of
hospital bills or medical expenses.
Section 2. Patients who have fully
or partially recovered and who
already wish to leave the hospital
or medical clinic but are financially
incapable to settle, in part or in
full, their hospitalization expenses,
including professional fees and
medicines, shall be allowed to
leave the hospital or medical
clinic, with a right to demand the
issuance of the corresponding
medical certificate and other
pertinent papers required for the
release of the patient from the
hospital or medical clinic upon the
execution of a promissory note
covering the unpaid obligation.
The promissory note shall be
secured by either a mortgage or
by a guarantee of a co-maker,
who will be jointly and severally
liable with the patient for the
unpaid obligation. In the case of a
deceased patient, the
corresponding death certificate
and other documents required for
interment and other purposes
shall be released to any of his
surviving relatives requesting for

the same: Provided, however,
that patients who stayed in
private rooms shall not be
covered by this Act.
Section 3. Any officer or
employee of the hospital or
medical clinic responsible for
releasing patients, who violates
the provisions of this Act shall be
punished by a fine of not less than
Twenty thousand pesos
(P20,000.00), but not more than
Fifty thousand pesos
(P50,000.00), or imprisonment of
not less than one month, but not
more than six months, or both
such fine and imprisonment, at
the discretion of the proper court.
Section 4. The Department of
Health shall promulgate the
necessary rules and regulations to
carry out the provisions of this
Act.
Section 5. If any provision of this
Act is declared void and
unconstitutional the remaining
provisions hereof not affected
thereby shall remain in full force
and effect.
Section 6. All laws, decrees,
orders, rules and regulations or
part thereof inconsistent with this
Act are hereby repealed or
amended accordingly.
Section 7. This Act shall take
effect fifteen (15) days after its
publication in two national
newspapers of general circulation.
In compliance with Section 4 of
RA 9439, Department of Health
issued last January 2008
Administrative Order No. 20080001 or the Implementing Rules
and Regulations of RA 9439.
_________________________
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Here is an ANZAC Day story
in advance of ANZAC Day
2014.

"I live in Orange," he says
falteringly, "and my wife, well, she
died last year.
My kids thought I should get out
more. They put me on the train to
Sydney for the Anzac parade so I
could link up with my old
comrades from the war. But we
lost too many mates and the rest
must be dead by now."
Summoning a passing parade
marshal, Mr Rose quickly works
out that Fred's unit is mustering in
Elizabeth Street, and convinces
Fred to walk with him to see if
they can find his comrades. Fred
is reluctant, convinced there are
none left, but at least cheers up a
bit.

It was just there at the top of
Martin Place in Sydney, a quarter
of a century ago, just after the
Anzac dawn service had
concluded. Venturer Scouts
leader Don Rose is supervising
his Scouts as they provide help to
any elderly Diggers who need it,
when he notices an old fellow with
his medals glistening, leaning
against a building and weeping.

And yet, the two are just on the
western side of Elizabeth Street
and starting to cross, with Mr
Rose gently guiding Fred by the
elbow, when the old man again
starts crying uncontrollably.
"They'll never remember who I am
after all this time ..."
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One of the Diggers takes the time
to shake Don Rose by the hand
and thank him for looking after
their comrade.
"Fred's with his mates now," he
says firmly, "and we'll take care of
him from here." And so they do.
Don Rose saunters off, reflecting
quietly that this is really what
Anzac Day is all about - not, as
some detractors still maintain, as
a celebration of war. No, it is the
reuniting of men who gave up
some of the best years of their
manhood to fight for their country,
and to remember the close mates
who didn't make it home.
Bravo, Mr Rose. Bravo, Dutchy.
Bravo, you Diggers.
This story was told by writer
Peter FitzSimons in an article to
the Sydney Morning Herald
newspaper on ANZAC Day
2012.
___________________________

And then it happens.
Unsure if he can really assist, Mr
Rose stands quietly alongside him
for a minute or two until the old
fellow can speak, and then walks
him to one of Martin Place's cafes
so he can buy him a cuppa and
ask him if he wants to talk about
it.
Bit by bit the story comes out.
In a thick Dutch accent, the old
man says his name is Fred and
though he had been born in
Holland, he'd grown up here and
been proud to fight as an
Australian infantryman in World
War II.

From the other side of the street,
a cry goes up from two old
Diggers ...
"Isn't that Dutchy? Bloody hell ...
that's FRED!"
And now others join in from a
large group of Diggers.
"Hey, Dutchy! Fred!"
As one, the large group of old
Diggers rushes across the street
and Fred is soon engulfed in the
crush of a group hug, thumps on
the back, pumping handshakes
and more tears all around. They
had assumed that Fred had
passed on, but now here he is!

TRAVELOGUE
I often wonder how many of
our Vietnam Veteran members
have returned to Vietnam since
they served there. Probably not
all that many I would guess.
I went back in 1992 for a week,
and instantly wished that I had
made it at least two weeks. I
have intended to return again
since then but somehow
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something else always popped
up.

At Tommy’s 3 bar and
restaurant you will hear an
authentic and complete version
of ‘Uc Da Loi, Cheap Charlie’
song sang by the local female
staff members.

So I wish to give a bit of advice
to those who have thought
about returning, do it before it
is too late.

We all remember that song eh.

A mate of mine has just
returned and a fellow that he
served with is running an
organisation that conducts
‘Battlefield Tours’ from Vung
Tau.

To be reminded, listen to the
song on a youtube
presentation which is available
from their website.
Happy travels

His focus is on Australian
veterans and his tours take in
areas of interest to those
veterans.

__________________________
MESSAGE FROM
QUARTERMASTER

Have a look at what he has to
offer by going to:

Merchandise

www.tommysvietnam.com

Please make all
enquiries for
Merchandise through
our Quartermaster,
Dave Messent (Kooka)

and he can be contacted
on
nolanglenn@yahoo.com.au
His real name is Glenn Nolan
and he has two establishments
in Vung Tau. Both are called

Long Tan Cross

email:
dimmessent@yahoo.
com

Tommy’s 3 and he
runs them in partnership with
his wife Trang.
Tommy’s 3 are just one street
back from Front Beach, one
being at 03 Le Ngoc Han
Street and the other at 03
Bacu Street. Both are in Ward
1 Vung Tau City.

phone: 09306281813.
(if calling from outside of the Philippines, add
+63 and delete the first ‘0’ of the phone
number above).

With the appointment of a
quartermaster the system of
requesting merchandise through
the Secretary no longer applies.

All his details are on his
website above.
Get going while you still can.
A couple of happy vets who
made the trip

The Sec has more pressing
matters to attend to without
adding merchandise to his suite of
tasks.
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RSL
Angeles City Philippines
Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel
1734 San Pablo St.,
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines
President
James Curtis-Smith
Mobile: + 63-917-503-2602
Email: president@rslangelescity.com
Vice Presidents
Bob Barnes
Mobile: +63-928-145-6756
Email: jeddabob@hotmail.com

Secretary
Ray Stenhouse
Mobile: +63-917-795-6785
Email: secretary@rslangelescity.com

Greg Mann
Mobile: +63-928-219-9169
Email:
gregoryjmann80004@gmail.com

Treasurer
Ronald (Ron) Parrott
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939
Email: treasurer@rslangelescity.com

Editor
Larry Smith
Email: editor@rslangelescity.com

“The price of liberty is eternal vigilance”
Lest we forget

