
RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES Issue 82  
 

 

 

 

 

RSL 
Angeles City Sub Branch 

Philippines 

NEWSLETTER # 82  

January 2014 
 

   

WEBSITE: WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM    FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/RSLACITY    

 

        January 2014 

I start the year with 
expressing the 
condolences of myself and 

the Sub Branch to the family of the late 
Ken Smith who died last January 14 and 
following a long illness.  Ken was a 
service member of the Sub Branch who 
had served in the RAAF and later was 
employed as a Customs Officer in 
Darwin.  Ken was a past Secretary of the 
Sub Branch (2007). 

Our first General Meeting was held on the 
21

st
 January in our newly renovated 

clubrooms (courtesy Ponderosa Hotel).  
Gary Barnes as special projects member 
undertook the task of organizing and 
contracting the new roof and renovations 
and the subsequent redecorating the 
interior.  Kooka and Ron Parrott assisted 
and the result is a credit to them and all 
others who assisted in any way at all.  
Special thanks to our new member Rick 
who having introduced himself as an 
architect at his first meeting, was 
“persuaded” to volunteer to coordinate 
with Gary and sub contract the works 
required to be done. 

The most pressing agenda item of the 
first general meeting of the year was to 
finalized arrangements for the Australia 
Day Fiesta, Curry Cook Off and giant 
raffle draw for this coming Sunday. All 
seems to be organized and we are 
promised a great day.  Fields Avenue will 
be closed for the day and in excess of 27 
stalls will be operating.   

A reminder to all, that if not already paid, 
annual subs are now due.  The Annual 
General Meeting of the Sub Branch will 
be held at the Clubrooms on Thursday 
February 20 next.  All positions will be 
declared vacant and elections will be 
held.  If you can help, please nominate.  

Finally for this month, a report of our 
annual visit to Lingayen to attend 
remembrance services under the 
patronage of the Governor of the 
Province of Pangasinan, to remember the 
second landing other allies at Lingayen 
Gulf 69 years ago.  Australia assisted in 
the landings with 13 RAN ships being part 
of the armada that made the landing. The 
day is also celebrated as Philippine 
Veteran’s Day. A very memorable day 
attended by 10 members of our Sub 
Branch.       

Hope to see you at the Fiesta. 

JAMES E. CURTIS-SMITH 

President 

 

We welcome the following new 

members: Dale Lockhard (A/C) * 
Phillip Taylor (A/C) * Brian 
Hancox (A/C) * John Mitchell 
(NSW) * Ronnie Duet (A/C) * 
Gregory Korder (A/C) * Travis 
Bryson (A/C) * Jannith Tatoy 
(A/C) * Evelyn Lumanog (A/C) * 
Paul Yarker (QLD) *  

WELCOME Back: Barry 
Ward.(A/C) *  

 

We Need Your Blood! 
Help us to maintain our blood supplies by donating 
blood at the AUF Hospital Red Cross Blood Bank and 
credit to our RSL. Doesn’t take much time and it will be 
appreciated.  

President’s Report 
by James Curtis-Smith – Sub-Branch President 
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      EVENTS SCHEDULE 

       FEBRUARY 2014 

Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every 
Saturday at 6.00 PM.  

Weekly CHARITY Raffle DRAW NOW 
EVERY Wednesday at Emotions Nite 

Club at 6.00 PM. 
 
MEDICAL MISSION FEBRUARY 1 * 

CUAYAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 
MEMBERS PARTY 1100HRS 
FEBRUARY 2      FAMILY DAY AT 

JOSEFAVILLA 2 POOLSIDE (see page 3) 

Tuesday 4th FEBRUARY * 2.00 
PM... Australia Day Fiesta Plus 

COMMITTEE Meeting  Social 

Tuesday 2.00pm PONDEROSA * 
4.00pm * GARFIELDS * 

PERIMETER SPORTS BAR 
 

Tuesday 11th   2.00 PM WELFARE 

COMMITTEE * 2.00 Social Tuesday 
Ponderosa * 4.00pm DET 5 * 

CANDY * NIGHT MOVES 
 

Tuesday 18TH   2.00PM ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING * ELECTION 
OF OFFICE BEARERS with 

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING  * 
4.00pm EMOTIONS * TOC * 

GENTLEMANS 
 
Tuesday 25th   2.00pm Social 

Tuesday Ponderosa * 4.00pm 

Dr.HOLMS *ERUPTIONS * 

WOBBY BOOT 

MEDICAL MISSION MARCH 1      

Sta Terisita Elementary 
School 

_________________________ 

ANNUAL FEE REPORTING 

 Members who are RP ‘I 

Card’ Holders are 
required to attend 

Immigration in January 
to pay annual fee. 

This refers to ACR card 

holders for their annual 
report.   

If you have done this 

before, I understand you 
have until the end of 
February to report to 
immigration. 

This is an important function if 
you wish to remain legally in 
the Philippines. 

Shorts are now permissible to 
attend immigration. See our 
newsletter number 81 for 
details. 

__________________________ 

THIS IS WHAT WE ARE ALL    
ABOUT. 

One of our previous members 
has been found after a good 
hard search. 
His passport was handed in to 
Dallas Drake after it had not 
been collected from a travel 
agent after some 15 months 
where he had left it. 
The agent knew Dallas as 
someone who may know other 
Australians. 
Member record search found his 
previous cell number, but was no 
longer active.  

Searches to his residential 
address also failed (done by 
Dave Keegan and Ian Briggs) 
but after many calls to his NOK 
in Australia (hard to contact but 
eventually got the message 
through a recording machine) 
prompted him to make contact 
with Dallas. 

 He had suffered a right body 
stroke rendering him immobile 
(complicated by a prior right 
body injury) 
He is now wheel chair active and 
rejoining the RSL. He has a 
caregiver assisting (quite cute). 

See the system does work. It 
is called ‘networking’.  Ed 

__________________________ 

Our website 

If you are looking for the 
old copies of our 
newsletters going right 
back to #1 of 2007, just 
go to the following: 

www.rslangelescity.com/
old       and click on the 
‘newsletter’ section. 

You can then look for 
the archive newsletter/s 
and read what has 
happened in the past. 
Notice any changes ??? 

ADVERTISEMENT 

 

http://www.rslangelescity.com/old
http://www.rslangelescity.com/old
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A HEARTFELT THANKYOU 

To all our valued customers, many who have become friends 
over the years. 
After some 27 years in the Zambales Tourism Industry, we have 
decided it is time to retire and move on in our lives, though we 
will not be moving very far, as we will still be residing in Botolan 
Zambales. 
We would like to thank all of you who have patronized us during 
all of these years, through our years of growth, expansion and 
during good times and bad times. 

It is only through you, our customers, patrons and friends that 
we have earned the opportunity to have a modest retirement. 
The business is being taken over by Mr. Allan Reyes, who has 
great plans for improvements and in our dealings with Him we 
have found him to be honest and true to his word.  
We wish he and his family every success and hope that he gets 
the same enjoyment and rewards that we have received from 
our years in the Resort. 

If you wish to say hello should you be in the area, Allan or the 
staff at the Resort will, I am sure, be happy to assist you in 
locating us. 

Again thank you and we hope that you will continue to support 
Allan as the new operator of Rama International Beach Resort. 

Roger, Marichu and Sylvern Bound. 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 82  4 

 

 

 

ADVERTISING 

 
 

 
 

 

  

TAKE NOTE 
If there are, or you know of any 
veterans who are not receiving a 
Gold or White card or who are 
doing it really tough financially, 

please refer them to the Low 
Income Health Care Card 
(LIHC) website below. Eligibility 

is spelled out in the website. The 
important feature of the LIHC 
Card is possible retrospectivity. 

http://www.humanservices.
gov.au/customer/services/c
entrelink/low-income-
health-care-card  
___________________ 

New Australian law from 
1 January 2014 

7.1.4  Requirements for 
Former Residents of 
Australia Receiving a 
Portable Pension 

Summary - for Age, DSP, WP, 
WidB, BVA 
 

A person arriving in or 
returning to Australia 
(1.1.A.320) must satisfy the 
Act's definition of Australian 
resident (section 7(2)) in order 
to lodge a proper claim for a 
pension. A former resident who 
returns to Australia and is 
granted a pension (Age, DSP, 
WP, WidB, BVA), or who 
transferred under SS (Admin) 
Act section 12 to Age CANNOT 
take that pension outside 
Australia if they leave again 
within 24 months after having 
again become an Australian 
resident. The purpose of this 
legislation is to discourage 

people from coming to 
Australia just to get an 
Australian pension to take back 
overseas. 

NB. For those members who fall 
within this new law, get it checked 
out before you commit yourself. 
Leaving Australia before 
completion of the qualifying period 
will automatically cancel the 
pension on departure. It does not 
however stress that you cannot 
take overseas holidays within the 
time limit of the qualifying period.  
Once again, check it out.    Ed 

_________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Sad to inform all members that 
Ken SMITH past away in 
Angeles City on January 14th.  
 
His partner Meiling said he 
looked pale the day before but 
he said was ok. 
  
Ken was Secretary of our 
Sub/Branch 2007. He was a 
Service Member (RAAF) from 
2004 till 2012.  
 
Some of you may remember him 
as part owner of the Fiesta 
Garden Hotel. 
 
Ken was born in Sydney on 
09/07/1941 and served with the 
RAAF in UBON from 25/05/1967 
to 10/06/1968 
 

RIP Ken 
 
This notification was forwarded by 
Lee Townsend. 
 

http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/low-income-health-care-card
http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/low-income-health-care-card
http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/low-income-health-care-card
http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/low-income-health-care-card
http://guidesacts.fahcsia.gov.au/guides_acts/ssg/ss-aclist/ss_a.html#SS-Age
http://guidesacts.fahcsia.gov.au/guides_acts/ssg/ss-aclist/ss_d.html#SS-DSP
http://guidesacts.fahcsia.gov.au/guides_acts/ssg/ss-aclist/ss_w.html#SS-WP
http://guidesacts.fahcsia.gov.au/guides_acts/ssg/ss-aclist/ss_w.html#SS-WidB
http://guidesacts.fahcsia.gov.au/guides_acts/ssg/ss-aclist/ss_b.html#SS-BVA
http://guidesacts.fahcsia.gov.au/guides_acts/ssg/ssguide-1/ssguide-1.1/ssguide-1.1.a/ssguide-1.1.a.320.html
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WHO HAS BEEN CROOK 

The following members have 
been, or are still in hospital, 

Gordon Winzar, St Lukes 
Manila.  
Norman Macon, Sacred Heart 
Angeles. Norman had a successful 

surgery to amputate his right leg 
above the knee on Friday, Jan 10th. 
When last seen he was coming along 
well and looking forward to going 
home. 

Norman thanks all who donated blood 
and helped him acquire it. He plans to 
attend the Australia Day activities on 
Fields Avenue on Jan 26th. 

 
Ken Graham, ONA Angeles. 

Graham Le Bherz is back home 

after a scare and a short stay in 
hospital. Prostate is the suspect 
organ. 

To all members, we wish you 
all a quick recovery. 

________________________ 

 

________________________ 

NEW ARRANGEMENTS 

In newsletter # 81, December 
issue, we advised that the US 
Government has finally taken over 
maintenance and financial control 
of Clark Military Cemetery. 

In line with that change of respon-
sibility is also change of approval 
to use the cemetery for 
ceremonial/commemorative 
occasions. 

The organisation now responsible 
for the cemetery is American 
Battle Monuments Commission 
(ABMC).  

Currently our Sub Branch has 
applied to ABMC for permission to 
conduct ANZAC Day (25 April) 
and Vietnam Veterans Day (18 
August) commemoration services. 

All looks good at this time. 

 

ANOTHER SMALL HEALTH 
HINT 

 

Here's a simple way to lower 
your stroke risk... eat tomatoes.  

Several chemicals inside the 
tomato – like lycopenes, 
coumaric acid, and chlorogenic 
acid – make it healthy.  

These chemicals are strong 
antioxidants and help keep 
your cellular function and 
immune system healthy.  

Tomatoes also provide other 
micronutrients like potassium, 
iron, and vitamins A and C 
(even more than oranges). 
 
According to a recent study out 

of the University of Eastern 
Finland, men with the highest 
levels of lycopene in their blood 
were 55% less likely to have a 
stroke than men with the 
lowest blood levels of 
lycopene. Lycopenes 
neutralize free radicals, 
preventing them from 
damaging blood vessels. 
 
If you want to get more 
lycopene in your diet, do what I 
do... During the summer, I 
grow my own tomatoes so I 
have them whenever I want.  

I like to put them on salads, 
sandwiches, or in different 
soups and stews. You can 
even eat them on their own 
with a little bit of pepper. You 
can also find lycopene 
(although in lesser amounts) in 
watermelon and grapefruit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the 
Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities 

for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies 
contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept 

any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or 
indirectly for use of information contained in this 
newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or 

opinions published in this newsletter are 
necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, 

the Committee or the Editor 
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THE BATTLES FOR THE PHILIPPINES 

We have just commemorated the freedom of the Philippines with the landing at Lingayen Pangasinan. 

There were Australians involved in the landing at Lingayan as there were Australians at the landings at Leyte 
previously. Admittedly the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) ships were mostly involved in both landings. 

Here is the story of one of those ships, HMAS Australia. 

Possibly the ship with the most colourful World War II history was HMAS Australia, fondly known as "The Aussie". 
The Aussie fought for almost the entire duration of the war. A county class cruiser commissioned in 1928 she was the 
second ship to bear the name of her country. With the outbreak of WWII Aussie sailed for the Atlantic to begin her 
long wartime career that she was to fight on all fronts and against all enemies. She fought twice at Dakar in Senegal, 
closing right in under the fort's heavy guns and sinking a French destroyer. 

Bombers of the luftwaffe tried in vain to sink her whilst she was berthed alongside in Liverpool during the period when 
the city suffered its worst blitz. During her war service Aussie went everywhere - with the British Home Fleet in Scapa 
Flow, escorting the Atlantic and Indian Ocean convoys and around the coast of Australia searching for German 
raiders, cruising almost as far south as Antarctica. 

In December 1941 when Japan entered the war Aussie became the flagship or Rear Admiral Crace, followed by 
Admiral Crutchley and then Commodore Collins. In January 1942 the cruiser assisted in escorting the first US troops 
to Australia. Operating in the Coral Sea it pursued and attacked the Japanese from Guadalcanal to Hollandia, 
surviving everything its enemies could throw at her. Then in the closing stages of the war at the battle of Leyte Gulf in 
the Philippines, Aussie encountered Japan's most secret and diabolical weapon. 

Anchored just off a bombardment point, late in 1944, Aussie received its first taste of a new weapon of warfare. Out 
of the blue skies of Leyte came the 'Divine Wind" or the Kamikaze.  

 

Japans suicidal attempt to stave off what was almost certain defeat in the pacific war. The first Kamikaze 
hit against Aussie was by a A6M5 Zero-Sen Fighter fitted with a 200 kilogram bomb, the impact of this 
snapped one leg of the ship's tripod mast, causing a huge shower of wreckage to rain down upon the 
compass platform. Underneath it lay Captain Dechaineaux mortally wounded along with many others, 
amongst them Commodore J. Collins, hero of the HMAS Sydney. Four days later, after the initial 
Kamikaze attack, Aussie again suffered the brunt of another, her sleek hull and distinctive row of three 
funnels drawing the suicidal pilots to her. It was perhaps the Japs knew her identity and were determined 
to sink the Flagship of the Australian Fleet. After being badly mauled again she was forced to return to 
Manus Island, near New Guinea, to land 40 seriously wounded sailors and then proceed to Espirito Santu 
in the New Hebrides (now Vanuatu) to undergo repairs. 
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HMAS Australia was needed badly by the R.A.N for she was the last surviving seaworthy member of the 
country's heavy cruiser fleet the rest having been sunk and Hobart badly damaged. So she was quickly 
returned to active service. 

 

HMAS Australia returns from the Philippines – Missing forward funnel and other serious damage. 

She headed straight back to Philippine waters and on the afternoon of 5th January 1945 at the Lingayen 
Gulf landings the Kamikazes targeted her again. Her new Captain Armstrong flung the ship about wildly 
but it was to prove in vain as another bomb laden aircraft slammed into to her. The casualties were high - 
25 men killed and 30 seriously wounded, most were badly needed guns crews. Despite extensive damage 
she joined HMAS Shropshire and other US units to aid in the bombardment of San Fernando and Poro 
Point. A new wave of Kamikazes then attacked, a Aichi 'Val' Dive Bomber surviving the murderous fire 
thrown up by all ships collided headlong into her upperdeck exploding in an enormous fireball. Several 
guns crews died instantly and a severe shockwave shuddered throughout the ship. This hit accounted for 
another 14 dead and 26 seriously wounded. by now Aussie's AA defences were all but eliminated. 

At dawn on 8th January the allied fleet resumed its bombardment and the Kamikazes renewed their 
suicidal attacks. Aussie was the last ship in the line and was once again singled out by the Japs. A 
Mitsubishi 'Dinah' Bomber was shot down finally coming to rest just 20 metres from Aussie's hull. Moments 
later another bomber hurtled in, the Aussie's Gunners throwing up withering fire until at last shooting it 
down, but not before it released its bomb which exploded close to the waterline, punching a large hole in 
the hull. Taking a dangerous list to port another 'Dinah' roared in. Those guns still in operation tore the 
bomber to bits and it showered down aviation fuel upon the sailors whilst its massive engine smashed 
through the bulkhead of the Captain's Day Cabin. Within seconds another 'Dinah' roared in, the Aussie 
Gunners frantically trying to shoot it down, succeeding, within just 15 metres, the propellor blades 
embedding themselves in a life-raft. The aircraft skidding into the hull ripping another large hole, and 
damaging yet another fuel tank, whilst two mess-decks were completely destroyed. Aussie by now was in 
bad shape, her speed reduced to fifteen knots to avoid causing more damage. Aussie still hung in and 
managed to continue the fight with what was left of her brave guns crews. 

The following day the Japs decided to finish the Flagship off knowing she was almost dead in the water. 
As another plane raced in heading for her bridge its pilot misjudged his attack line and slammed into the 
yardarm slewing the aircraft around so as to miss the bridge area and taking out the top of the foremost 
funnel. Sliced off cleanly it crashed to the deck. There were no casualties from this hit but it spelt the end 
for Aussie. Two boilers had to be shut down because of insufficient updraft. Aussie's war had come to an 
end. 

For Aussie its days of combat were over, singled out by the Japanese Kamikazes she had defied the odds 
against the 'Devine Wind' and survived. Thus writing another page into Australia's proud Naval history. 

The above story is an exact copy from a private website  http://www.gunplot.net  which almost every 
Royal Australian Navy past and present will have accessed. The owner of the website has kindly 
allowed us to use his story, which we thank him. 

 

http://www.gunplot.net/
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A LITTLE BIT OF FUN 

A chicken farmer went to a local 
bar.....sat next to a woman and 
ordered a glass of champagne. 

The woman perks up and says, "How 
about that? I just ordered a glass of 
champagne, too!" 
 
"What a coincidence," the farmer 
says, "This is a special day for me, I'm 
celebrating." 
 
"This is a special day for me too, I'm 
also celebrating!" says the woman. 
 
"What a coincidence," says the man. 
As they clinked glasses, the farmer 
asked, "What are you celebrating?" 
 
"My husband and I have been trying 
to have a child for years, and today 
my gynaecologist told me that I'm 
pregnant!" 

"What a coincidence," says the man. 
"I am a chicken farmer, and for years 
all my hens were infertile, but today 
they're finally laying fertilized eggs." 
 
"That's great!" says the woman, 
"How did your chickens become 
fertile?" 
 
"I used a different cock," he replied. 

The woman smiled and said, "What a 
coincidence...." 

______________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIA DAY MONSTER RAFFLE 
TICKETS  

NOW ON SALE (But Hurry Up) 

Look at these great prizes for the Monster raffle! 

Tickets are ₱ 100 each or ₱ 1,000 for a book of 11. 

Proceeds from this raffle constitute a large portion of our 
Medical Mission annual budget. 

To buy some tickets:  

 Come to the Ponderosa any day 

 Ask a waitress at our supporting 
businesses 

 Ask an RSL committee member 

 Text Greg Mann at 09282-199-169 or 
 Email Greg at: 

gregoryjmann@msn.com 

 

  

mailto:gregoryjmann@msn.com
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TOP END FILIPINOS IN THE  
AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE 

(AIF) 

Part 6 :  4699 Private Elias Conanan 

Tolentino Garcia Conanan (1858-1921) 
from Ybajay came to Thursday Island in 
about 1881 as a pearlshell diver. In 1890, 
he sailed to Hong Kong where he 
married a Portuguese woman named 
Emelia Constantina Da Souza (1864-
1902), and on Thursday Island they 
raised five children.  
 
After Emilia’s death in 1902, Tolentino 
took his children to Darwin, where he 
was again a diver. Both of Tolentino’s 
sons volunteered for the AIF in 1915. 
 
Elias Conanan (1896-1945) 
Tolentino and Emelia’s second son, born 
on Thursday Island on 8 August 1896, 
was christened ‘Elias Joseph Da Souza 
Conanan’.  
 
Elias enlisted on 8 November 1915 with 
his father’s permission, and swore his 
oath of allegiance in Brisbane on 
22 November, aged 19. He trained at 
Enoggera with the 2

nd
 Depot Battalion, 

and embarked in Sydney on RMS 
Mooltan on 12 April 1916 with a 
reinforcement detail for the 
26

th
 Battalion AIF.   

 
His health did not stand up to the 
conditions in France however: he almost 
immediately suffered bouts of influenza, 
which progressed into bronchitis, forcing 
his evacuation to England in November. 
He was admitted to Chatham Military 
Hospital suffering from severe 
haemophthisis (coughing up blood).  
 
Elias was downgraded to Class 3 on 16 
January 1917, and spent the next four 
months at the No. 2 AIF Command 
Depot at Weymouth in Dorset. He was 
invalided back to Australia on A32 HMAT 
Themistocles from Devonport in May 
1917 suffering from pulmonary 
tuberculosis and anaemia, and was 
discharged in Brisbane on 30 July 1917 as 
permanently medically unfit. 

On 27 April 1922 Elias married Lorenza 
Agnes Cesar (1905-1977), the daughter 
of a Filipino who had also settled in 
Darwin, and they had ten children. Elias 
and his brother Ricardo were noted 
billiards and snooker players, and Elias 
also played tennis.  
 
In the 1933 census there were 69 
Filipinos recorded as living in Darwin. 
The families such as Conanan, Chavez, 
Cubillo and Spain were all connected 
through their Filipino descent, and 
through the men being waterfront 
workers and sportsmen. 
 
In early 1942 Lorenza evacuated the 
family to Brisbane, while Elias and 
Ricardo remained in Darwin working on 
the wharf. On 19 February 1942, Ricardo 
and several others were killed during the 
first Japanese attack on Darwin – Elias 
had swapped his shift with a fellow 
worker however, and escaped 
unscathed.  
 
Elias died in Brisbane on 5 April 1945, of 
a lung disorder resulting from his war 
service, and was buried in Toowong 
Cemetery. Elias and Lorenza Conanan 
are survived by a number of descendants 
living in Queensland today.   
 
At least thirteen Filipino-Australians 
with a Northern Territory connection 
served in the Australian military forces 
during World War 2 including two 
children of Elias and Lorenza – Joseph 
and Priscilla Conanan. 
 
These Top End Filipinos who served 
under the Slouch Hat and ‘Rising Sun’ 
should not be forgotten.   
 
Paul A Rosenzweig 

paul.rosenzweig@hotmail.com  
More info at: 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

   

4699 Private Elias Conanan in 1915. 

 

QF269602 Private Priscilla Silva, 
Australian Women’s Auxiliary Service 
1943-44.  

 

 

mailto:paul.rosenzweig@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
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Final reminder 

 

Fiesta   

2014 
January 26, 2014 

Fields Avenue Street 
Party 

10:00AM-6:00 PM 

AN APPROPIATE POEM 

Australians are a funny lot, you'll often hear one curse, 
How things have started badly, and they'll probably get worse, 

The weathers dry, the sun's so hot it's stolen all the water, 
The Government has never done the things we think they oughta'. 

But if we hear a tourist say his home is much more grand, 
They had better be prepared to make a very solid stand. 

For although we Aussies may complain at what's become our lot, 
When someone knocks this country, we defend with all we've got. 

We may criticize some teenage brat, may even wish them failure, 
But we stand behind them cheering when they're playing for Australia. 

Because, if this is home to you, the country of your birth, 
Then you back the native player to beat anyone on Earth. 

When the cricket bats are swinging or when someone scores a try, 
When a home grown horse has won the cup and made the owner cry, 

When some Paralympics athlete hits the front and sets the pace, 
You'll hear "Aussie Aussie Aussie" as the crowd goes off their face. 

And although we like to take a break in overseas locations, 
If you take the time to question this nomadic population, 

They will tell you without blinking that wherever they may roam, 
The best part of the journey was the last bit, ....coming home. 

For the sun was never brighter on the beach at Waikiki, 
Than it is on all the sandy shores Australia has to see, 
The water never purer nor the air as fresh and clear, 

The people never friendlier than those that we have here. 

If you venture to the outback where grass is scarce as snow, 
As you swelter you may wonder what it was that made you go, 
But just look at the locals who have lived there since their birth, 

And I know you will not find a better class of folk on earth. 

All across this wide brown country from the Cape to Hobart town, 
There are people who will help you when you find the chips are down, 

And if someone should abuse you, and does it just because, 
Then that person's not Australian, and that person never was. 

So when you feel disgruntled just remember this rendition, 
And never blame the country for the acts of politicians, 

Look up and count your blessings when you see our flag unfurled, 
And be grateful that you live in the best country in the world. 

Author unknown 
 

HAPPY AUSTRALIA DAY MATE 
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There is no story or pictures 

of the commemoration 

ceremony of the Lingayen 

Landings held at Lingayen, 

Pangasinan on the 9th of 

January. 

We will wait until February 

newsletter to give you a 

report and pictures of the 

event.  Ed 
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“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 

 

 


