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Quite a bit to cover in this 
report. 

Your Sub Branch 
Committee has met 
formally on three separate 
occasions this month 

dealing with a range of matters from 
administration of the Sub Branch to 
planning for future events.  In addition 
however there are frequent informal 
meetings between individual 
committee members covering the 
various portfolios of their concern, 
some of which I am informed take 
place at very interesting places and 
interesting circumstances!   

One of the strengths of this Sub 
Branch is the spread of responsibility 
amongst members and the reporting 
back and seeking authority of the Sub 
Branch Committee at our formal 
committee meetings. 

Committee meetings are open to all 
members who may wish to attend 
and become involved and I invite you, 
if you have a little time to become 

more actively involved please make 
yourself known to us and attend a 
committee meeting to volunteer your 
time. 

One of the principal objects of the 
RSL is to provide welfare and 
pension advice to members, 
particularly Service members.  This 
month saw a training program leading 
to qualified members of this Sub 
Branch now trained in the provision of 
this help and assistance to members. 

  The program was organized by 
Secretary Dallas Drake, who with the 
assistance of the Victorian Branch, 
arranged for the attendance of Steve 
Hunter from Wodonga, Victoria. 
Steve is a qualified TIP Trainer. The 
training program was held at the 
Clubrooms over the third week of 
October.  My thanks to Steve Hunter, 
and Dallas for the conduct of the 
program, and to those members who 
attended and who are now qualified 
to assist members with welfare or 
pension problems. 

 

A reminder, that our next Children’s 
Medical Mission will be conducted at 
the Balibago Barangay Hall on 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 9th.  The 
Barangay Hall is in the street 
opposite Johnny’s Supermarket off 
MacArthur Highway.  The mission will 
commence at 8am and your help is 
again sought in the conduct of this 
mission.  It is anticipated that a large 
number of children will attend. 

As is our usual practice, 
Remembrance Day will be observed 
by this Sub Branch by combining with 
the VFW and attending the US 
Veteran’s Day Annual Observance at 
Clark Veterans Cemetery at 11am on 
MONDAY NOVEMBER 11. A flyer 
produced by the VFW appears 
elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

At our regular GENERAL MEETING 
to be held on TUESDAY NOVEMBER 
19, and apart from our usual 
business, two other important 
activities will take place: 

- A brief Extraordinary Meeting 
of members will be held to 
approve of amendments to 
our Sub Branch Constitution 
by deleting reference 

President’s Report 
by James Curtis-Smith – President 
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wherever it appears to 
Australian Capital Territory 
(ACT) Branch and 
substituting in its place 
reference to Victorian Branch 
 

- we will have the benefit of the 
attendance of Mr. Carlos 
Zialcita of the Department of 
Immigration and who will 
address the meeting and take 
questions about the 
provisions of the SPECIAL 
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 
VISA available to foreigners 
in the Philippines. 

The meeting will commence at 2pm. 

Coming up on SUNDAY NOVEMBER 
24 is our annual visit to Clint’s Farm.  
This is a great family day for us and 
members of our families and I draw 
your attention to the brochure 
appearing elsewhere in this 
Newsletter.  Bring the kids and let 
them go fishing in the fish ponds at 
the farm. Rods and lines provided. 
Kicks off at around 11am.  Beautiful 
food !  (See page 9.  Ed) 

Finally for the month, early notice that 
reservations are being opened for 
those wishing to enter the CURRY 
COOK OFF or wishing to reserve a 
tent stall at the AUSTRALIA DAY 
FIESTA on January 26 2014.  More 

detail and reservation form in next 
month’s Newsletter 

JAMES E. CURTIS-SMITH 

President   

------------------//------------------------- 

We welcome the 
following new members: 
Mark Lord  (A/C) * Brian 
Pratt (A/C) * Paul Fisher 
(A/C) * Edward McCarthy 
(A/C) * Ross Hogan (A/C) * 
David Kurz (A/C) * 
Raymond Stenhouse (A/C) 
* Lawrence Cooper (A/C) 

 

 

 

Stefano Vecchio (A/C) * 
Garry McGufficke (QLD) * 
Francis Gidley (A/C) * 
Lloyd Enkelmann (QLD) * 
William Drew (QLD) * 
Michelle Anne Cole (WA) * 
Laurie Haughie (MNL) * 

Gregory LaFontaine (A/C)  

Welcome back to:  Wayne 
HALL  (A/C) *  Sue 
Johnstone (VIC) *  

 

RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE NOVEMBER 

Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday at 6.00 PM.  

Weekly CHARITY Raffle DRAW NOW EVERY Wednesday at Emotions Nite Club at6.00 

PM. 

Tuesday 5th November 2.00 PM... Australia Day Fiesta Plus COMMITTEE Meeting 
* Social Tuesday 2.00pm PONDEROSA * 4.00PM Night Moves * Miss Magic 

 

MEDICAL MISSION SATURDAY 9th Balibago Barangay Hall 0800 hrs 
 

MONDAY 11-11-11 REMEMBRANCE DAY * 1100 HRS CLARK VETERANS 
CEMETERY 
 

Tuesday 12th November * 2.00PM WELFARE COMMITTEE MEETS AT PONDEROSA 

* 2.00 Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4.00PM Emotions *  TOC * Gentlemans 
 

Tuesday 19th November * MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING * 2.00PM Social 
Tuesday  Ponderosa * 4.00PM * ERUPTIONS * WOBBLY BOOT 

 
Tuesday 26TH November * 2.00 PM Australia Day Fiesta Committee * 2.00PM Social 

Tuesday Ponderosa * 4.00PM Brass Knob *Cherrys * Stampede 

 

Balibago Barangay Hall Medical Mission 
The next Medical Mission on Saturday 9th November will be at the BALIBAGO BARANGAY HALL  

The address is T. Aguas Street  Balibago 

It’s the same building the Balibago Post Office is in. 

It’s the street off the McArthur Highway opposite Johnny's Supermarket. 

Barangay Captain, Tony Mamac, is supplying jeepneys to bring kids from the outer areas. 

Come on along and give us a hand.  You will not regret it. 
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CAN ANYONE HELP HERE 

My name is Danielle Smits & I have been 
trying to find men who served with my Dad, 
54497 Corporal Daniel Smits. He died when I 
was 6yrs old & I would love to talk to people 
who knew him & can tell me a little about 
him. 

He was in Support Company 3RAR in 
Vietnam between 20/12/67 to 28/11/68. He 
stayed in the army until his death on 
21/12/76. I live in Queensland no,  also any 
photos would be appreciated as well. 

Thank you so much 

Danielle Smits   bcarole@live.com.au  

 

HOTEL SCAM 

FYI - Hotel Scam (This is one 
even I might have fallen for!) 

You arrive at your hotel and check 
in at the front desk. Typically 
when checking in, you give the 
front desk your credit card (for any 
charges to your room). You go to 
your room and settle in. All is 
good. 
 
The hotel receives a call and the 
caller asks for (as an example) 
room 620 - which happens to be 
your room. 

The phone rings in your room. 
You answer and the person on 
the other end says the following: 
'This is the front desk. When 
checking in, we came across a 
problem with your charge card 
information. Please re-read me 
your credit card number and 
verify the last 3 digits numbers 
at the reverse side of your 
charge card.' 
 
Not thinking anything wrong, since 
the call seems to come from the 
front desk you oblige. But actually, 
it is a scam by someone calling 
from outside the hotel. They have 
asked for a random room number, 
then ask you for your credit card 
and address information. They 
sound so professional, that you 

think you are talking to the front 
desk. 

If you ever encounter this 
scenario on your travels, tell the 
caller that you will be down to the 
front desk to clear up any 
problems. Then, go to the front 
desk or call directly and ask if 
there was a problem. If there was 
none, inform the manager of the 
hotel that someone tried to scam 
you of your credit card 
information, acting like a front 
desk employee. 

This was sent by someone who 
has been duped........and is still 
cleaning up the mess. 

P.S. Please, consider spreading 
the word by forwarding this e-mail 
(as a "bcc"!).  

Who knows, you might just help 
someone avoid a nasty 
experience. ANYONE travelling 
should be aware of this one! 

----------------------//---------------------- 

ANOTHER THING TO 
WATCH OUT FOR 
I just thought I would pass 
on that Qantas airlines in 
Australia has a nice little 
scam going. 
 
When you book the flight 
Brisbane to Manila direct 
and they take your money, 
about two weeks later they 
tell you that you have to go 
via Sydney then Manila 
Which is a pain in the 
arse. 
  
I booked the direct flight 
for 12th December and 
was told three weeks after 
paying, that I would have 
to go the next day after the 
one that I had booked the 
13th via Sydney then 
Manila.  
After three very heated 
phone calls to their 

ADVERTISEMENT 

 

mailto:bcarole@live.com.au
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management I am now 
booked Brisbane to Hong 
Kong then Cathay airlines 
to Manila on 12 December 
the actual date that I 
booked but it all most took 
World War 3 to get it back 
to the day I booked. 

 
The reason they are doing 
this is when Philippine 
Airlines started on June 2 
out of Brisbane, Qantas 
passenger numbers 
dropped by 50% on their 
direct flights Brisbane to 
Manila because Philippine 
airlines were $300 
cheaper. 
For awhile Qantas stopped 
the Brisbane direct Manila 
flights because of 
Philippine airlines, and 
rerouted everything via 
Sydney, but nobody 
booked those flights. So 
then Qantas put on the 
web that they were doing 
direct flights again going 
Brisbane to Manila but as I 
said, people started to 
book these flights again 
going direct, but two 
weeks after paying for the 
flight direct, Qantas then 
informed them that they 
are going via Sydney. 

 
Maybe you can pass this 
on to the other guys. 
I will be in Angeles about 
14 December for three 
weeks over Christmas.  
Dave Lynch 

 

And get a load of this 
situation 

Hope all is well with you. 

I have an interesting situation that 
revealed itself to me. 

This year I, as many of my fellow 
Australians did, turned 65, and in 
so doing could apply for the 
pension. I did and after much 
negotiation with the powers that 
be and was granted the pension. 

Now here is the interesting thing... 
when we were 19 all young men 
were subject to conscription, most 
of us stayed and if we drew the 
lottery we would do two years. 

 I was deferred because I was 
married, however I was actually 
disappointed, but I did stay and 
take my chances. 

My friend however chose to leave 
Australia and go to England to live 
to avoid the being called up, and 
he lived there for 28 years, and 
eventually returned to Australia.  

He also turned 65 this year and 
applied for the Australian pension 
which he has received, but was 
told he had to apply for a part 
pension from the British Govt. 
This he did... it appears that 
financially he is actually better off 
than I am. 

 It's not that I care about the extra 
dollars he ends up with but it 
seems to me that it's a reward for 
cowardice. 

Maybe it's petty for me to bring it 
up, but it irks me but I feel RSL 
should be aware of the situation. 

I will be back in Angeles soon, 
hope we can catch up. 

NB. The preceding three 
advisories were sent to 
Secretary Dallas as a heads-up 
advice to our members. 

--------------------//---------------------------- 

 

Gold Card Specialist Fees 

In recent times there has 

been some reports of 
Specialists not accepting the 

Gold Card, in the past the 

TPI Federation has had an 
input into addressing this 
issue by providing 

information to DVA and 
Government. We need 

accurate details when this 
occurs to enable us to 
compile a submission to 
DVA/Government. If you are 
made aware of this could 
you please provide the 

following, the doctors name, 
the date it occurred, the 
town/city and the specialist 
area IE: vascular, 
orthopaedic etc and pass 
this information to me. This 
is an important matter and 

the sooner it is dealt with 
the better. Could you please 
send this on to as many 
veterans as possible. 

Cheers and thanks 

Blue Ryan        

blueryan@iinet.net.au       

------------------//------------ 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Latest membership numbers now 
540 financial. 

Another request please for 
members. 

Keep us informed of any change 
of address. 

 If you have an email address and 
are not getting our monthly 
news- letter notification, then 
email:  

secretary@rslangelescity.com 

or register yourself at 
www.rslangelescity.com 

There you have been advised. 
Get your details correct or miss 
out on Sub Branch information 

http://www.rslangelescity.com/
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HERE IS YOUR MONTHLY DOSE OF HUMOUR 

Murphy drops some buttered toast on the kitchen floor. It lands butter-
side-up. 

He looks at what he has done in astonishment, for he knows it’s a law of 
nature that buttered toast always falls butter-down. 

He rushes round to the presbytery to fetch the priest. 

He tells the priest that he thinks a miracle has happened round at his flat. He 
won’t say what it is but wants Fr Flannagan to see it with his own eyes. 

He brings Fr Flannagan into the kitchen and asks him what he sees on the 
floor. 

“Well,” says the priest, “it’s pretty obvious what we have here. Someone 
dropped some buttered toast, and then for some reason flipped it over so that 
the butter was on top.” 

“No, Father, I dropped it and it landed like that.” 

“Well,” Fr Flannagan says, “it’s certainly a natural law of the universe that 
dropped toast never falls butter side up. But it’s not for me to say it’s a miracle. 
I’ll report the matter to the bishop, and have him send people round, to 
interview you, take photos, etc.” 

An investigation of some rigour is conducted, not only by priests of the 
archdiocese, but by scientists sent from the Curia in Rome. The final ruling is a 
negative, however, it reads: 

"It was certainly an extraordinary event that occurred in Murphy’s room, 
quite outside the normal run of the phenomena. Yet we have to be very 
cautious before ruling any happening miraculous, ruling out all possible 
natural explanations. In this case we have declared no miracle. For it 
possibly resulted from Murphy's having buttered the toast on the wrong 
side." 

New Defence Discount program - Exclusive to Defence Members and Their Families 

1st October 2013, Canberra: Australian Partners of Defence launched a nationwide discount website to all serving and retired 
military personnel (including reservists and APS employees), and their families. These discounts are available through a 
membership program called APOD – Defence Discounts Online available at www.apod.com.au Products discounted include 
attractions, dining, accommodation, fashion, jewellery, alcohol and more come on each week. Check out their browse page 
http://www.apod.com.au/browse-defence-discounts for latest offers online, national, local and in the UK through an affiliate 
program called Rewards For Forces. 

To become a member for 2013, membership is free, simply go to http://www.apod.com.au/membership and sign up to have 
immediate access.'Like' their Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/AustralianPartnersofDefence and follow to keep up to 
date with new discount offers as they come on board. 

Please tell all your friends in Defence including ex serving members as they are all entitled to become members in their 
own right. 

APOD is a private organisation run by partners of Defence, for the whole defence community, so any help you can offer to get 
this message distributed will benefit us all. APOD is not a charity nor is it supported in any way by the Commonwealth 
Government. 

For any further information or should you have any queries about the program please contact hello@apod.com.au 

 

http://www.apod.com.au/
http://www.apod.com.au/browse-defence-discounts
http://www.apod.com.au/membership
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianPartnersofDefence
mailto:hello@apod.com.au
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We are back in business 

Angels City RSL Sub Branch welfare and 
pension section can again start doing 
pensions for our members. 

We were restricted recently as most of 
our welfare and pension officers 
currency had lapsed due to no updating 
or new courses conducted. 

However that changed recently when a 
trainer from Victoria, Steve Hunter came 
up to Angeles City and conducted 
courses for both Welfare and Pensions. 

As a consequence, our Veteran Support 
Center is open 0800 to 1200 hrs daily at 
1127B Teodoro St, Sta Maria 1, Balibago 
to attend to welfare and pensions 
matters. 

Our Welfare staff are: Ron Parrott, 
Graham Ross, Rudy Olree, John Peeters, 
Garry ,Lee Townsend, Dallas. 

Our Pension Officers  are :  Lee 
Townsend, Dallas, Iain Booth, Garry, 
Rudy, Graham, John Peeters. 

Here are some pictures taken at the 
training sessions. 

 

Steve Hunter on the job  

 

 

 

 

Our ‘Universal Club Room’ is 
used by the course members 
and also as a store for the 
medicines that we will donate 
at our next barangay medical 
mission on Saturday 2

nd
 of 

November. 

--------------------//---------------------- 

The end of the year 
means……… 

Yes that’s right, the 
end of the RSL  

membership year. 

So to remain a 
financial member, read 
the reminder on the 
next page (7) from 
Secretary Dallas 
Drake. 

-------------------//------------ 
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RETURNED AND SERVICES LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA 

ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH – PHILIPPINES  

1734 San Pablo St. Mt. View Balibago 

Angeles City 2009, PAMPANGA, PHILIPPINES 

WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM 

EMAIL: secretary@rslangelescity.com 

PAYMENT OF ANNUAL DUES 2014 FINANCIAL YEAR 

Dear Member, 

Annual dues are now payable for the financial year 2014 January to December. Amount payable is only Php800.00. 

We can also accept 5 years advance payment less 12.5% discount. 

You may choose how you pay by any of the following methods now available. 

Members with Australian Bank Account can DIRECT Transfer to our Commonwealth Bank of Australia Account.(AUD$20.00) 

Account Name = Returned Services League Angeles City Sub Branch 

BSB 062 905 Account #  10153195 

Philippine Resident Members living outside our immediate area may pay (Php800.00 ) DIRECT into any China Bank Branch  

Beneficiary Bank = China Banking Corporation Philippines, 

Beneficiary Customer =ANGELES CITY RSL  
Account Number = 281-028301-5  

Branch = SM CLARK CITY 

Resident Members in Angeles City can pay cash (Php800.00 )DIRECT to Treasurer Ron Parrott 09399365939 or Secretary Dallas 
Drake 09165243084 who both have receipt books with them every Tuesday( 2.00 p.m.) at Ponderosa or every Saturday 
evening  

(6.00 p.m.) at Phillies Sports & Grill Bar charity raffle. 

Members who are not financial by APRIL 25 will be removed from the members listing. 

We trust you will stay with us and help build a stronger RSL Sub Branch. 

Kind Regards,      

Dallas M. Drake. 

Honorary Secretary. 
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  TOP END FILIPINOS IN THE 

AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL 

FORCE (AIF)  

Part 3  :  Private Palencio Gar 

 

Palencio Gar was born on 30 December 1893 in Palmerston (as Darwin was then known) – the sixth child and fourth son of the Filipino pearlshell diver 
Carlos Ga and his Welsh wife Mary Anne. He was christened as ‘Paulincho Nulinimko Gah’, but as a youth was known as ‘Palencio’. 

Carlos Ga (1854-1931) from the Dinagat Islands north of Surigao had all four sons volunteer for the AIF in 1915. They were not ‘indigenous diggers’ as 

some claim: it would be more appropriate to say the Garr boys were of Filipino-Welsh parentage. William and Matthew, both born on Thursday Island, 

had been the first to volunteer and both were killed-in-action in Europe (see Parts 1 and 2).  

Paulincho Nulinimko Gah (1893-1946) 

Palencio went with his older brother Matthew Garr and two Filipino friends Ricardo Conanan and Prudencio Spain to a 
recruiting meeting held at Darwin Town Hall on 20 September 1915. After a series of rousing patriotic speeches the 
Recruiting Officer in Darwin, Mr Stanley Bailey, announced that he already had twenty names and appealed to the young 
men to come forward and raise the largest contingent yet to leave Darwin. Palencio volunteered immediately, aged 21.  

At 3.30 pm on 6 October 1915, a parade was held at Mr Bailey’s office for inspections and swearing-in for this contingent, of 
which Bailey was to be the Officer Commanding. Matthew and Palencio were enlisted on 6 October 1915, Palencio giving 
his surname as ‘Gar’. 

A smoke social was held in Darwin Town Hall the next evening to farewell this Fourth Northern Territory Contingent. 
Palencio sailed with the contingent and arrived at Brisbane on 20 October. Palencio was enlisted again on 20 October 
1915, at Bell’s Paddock Camp in Brisbane (this later became part of Enoggera military barracks).   

On 25 October, Matthew, Palencio and Ricardo Conanan were allocated to ‘A’ Company, 8
th

 Depot Battalion for training.   

For the farewell smoke social held in Darwin Town Hall for the Fourth NT Contingent, a commemorative program printed on silk recorded the 
names of the members, including four Filipino-Australians [Northern Territory Library, 243112: Manuscript 37]. (left) 

For the farewell smoke social held in Darwin 
Town Hall for the Fourth NT Contingent, a 
commemorative program printed on silk 

recorded the names of the members, 
including four Filipino-Australians [Northern 

Territory Library, 
243112: Manuscript 
37]. 

Palencio was twice 
back-squadded 
however, and on 24 
May 1916 he was 
discharged as “not 
being likely to 
become an efficient 
soldier” due to his 
difficulty in 
absorbing military 
training. He was 
incorrectly 
described by the 
Officer 
Commanding 
Reserve Company 
as, “a half-caste 
Malay”. Family 
history tells that 
Palencio was last 
seen in Forest Hills, 
Queensland in 
1916. To have been 
rejected while his 
three brothers 
were accepted may 
have caused 
Palencio too much 
‘shame’, which 

prevented his return to either Darwin or 
Thursday Island.  

As an aside, Palencio’s father Carlos Ga died 

in Darwin on 16 February 1931 aged 77. In 
2000, Darwin City Council named ‘Carlos 
Road’ at East Arm in his memory.  

Although Palencio Gar did not serve overseas 
with the AIF, he was nevertheless a patriotic 
and eager volunteer, and served in uniform in 
Australia from October 1915 to May 1916.  

These Top End Filipinos who served under 
the Slouch Hat and ‘Rising Sun’ should not be 
forgotten.   

Paul A Rosenzweig 
paul.rosenzweig@hotmail.com  
More info at: 
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digg
er  

 

mailto:paul.rosenzweig@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
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This was sent by a mate 
of mine who is a military 
buff. He is also the bloke 
who sent the last 
broadcast out on radio 
AFR in Vung Tau, name 
of John (Speedy) Sahariv. 
So Speedy says that he: 

was just sitting around this evening 

thinking about those brave soldiers who 

went before us and the name of 1553 

Private James Charles MARTIN of the 

21st Battalion 1stAIF drifted across my 

mind! 

The youngest Anzac Died on this day on 

the Hospital Ship Clenart Castle.  

98 Years ago to the day. 

A young lad whose story re-enforces the 

spirit that this nation; Australia, was 

built upon. 

I purposely left this story till late as he 

was buried at sea on the 26th October 

1915 enabling commemoration of this 

young mans death and burial. 

Thanks for that Speedy. I 
did an article some years 
ago in this newsletter 
about this young digger.
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel 

1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

President 

James Curtis-Smith 
Mobile: + 63-917-503-2602 
Email:   president@rslangelescity.com 

Vice Presidents 

Bob Barnes 
Mobile: +63-928-145-6756 
Email:   jeddabob@hotmail.com 

Greg Mann 
Mobile: +63-929-825-4830 
Email:   gregoryjmann@msn.com 

 

Secretary 

Dallas Drake 
Mobile: +63-916-524-3084 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Treasurer 

Ronald (Ron) Parrott 
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Editor 

Larry Smith 
Email:   editor@rslangelescity.com 

 

“The price of liberty is eternal vigilance” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or 
inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use 

of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are 
necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 

 


