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President’s Report
by James Curtis-Smith – President

The last Children‟s Medical Mission at
Barangay Ninoy Aquino went well and
832 children were registered at the
mission.
Our next mission is at
Camachiles
Resettlement
area
(Mabalacat) on Saturday August 3 and I
look forward to the usual support from our
members and WAGS. A map showing
the location is elsewhere in this
newsletter and transport for members
without transport will leave from the
Ponderosa at 7.15am SHARP on the
rd
morning of the 3 .

Now in the second half of
the year already and your
committee of the Sub
Branch
has
already
commenced discussions on
the
planning
for
our
Australia Day Fiesta 2014. We will keep
you advised through this newsletter and
other of our planning and how we can all
celebrate this big day of the year.
Of
urgency at the moment is for sponsors
through logos on our distinctive shirt, to
confirm a spot again as soon as possible
with Secretary Dallas Drake. We have a
waiting list of sponsors but priority is
given to last year‟s sponsors for this
month.
You may have already noticed that our
web page is back up in a revised format
and my thanks to our webmaster Gerald
Slide for his efforts. Additions are being
made constantly and I refer you to the site
at www.rslangelescity.com
A recent appointment to the Committee is
the position of Quartermaster and Kooka
holds that appointment. He has done a
power of work already in taking a full
inventory of our assets and stocks and
has done wonders in the storage and
care of our possessions.

We warmly welcome the
following new members:
Kenneth Bowen (NSW)
Christopher Lawford (WA) * Soren Laerke (A/C)
Arthur Quinn (A/C) * Rhett Webber (A/C)
Raymond Jones (A.C) * Peter Anderton (NSW)
Andrew Taylor (NSW) * Steven Davies (QLD)
Mark Steel (QLD) * Roy Speer (A/C)
Allan Patterson (Pul Mar PI’s)

Finally a reminder of this Sub Branch‟s
remembrance of Vietnam Veterans Day
th
on Sunday 18
August.
We are
honoured to have the attendance of
Ambassador Bill Tweddle of the
Australian Embassy and other Embassy
personnel on the day.
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We Need Your Blood!
Help us to maintain our blood supplies by donating
blood at the AUF Hospital Red Cross Blood Bank and
credit to our RSL. Doesn’t take much time and it will be
appreciated.
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Wheelchair Donation
by Greg Mann – Vice President

This morning, July 20, the RSL delivered
another wheelchair to a needy young boy.
Jaymer Tapang lives in Brgy. Amsic.

He is 9 years old. While still an infant,
only months old, he contracted polio and
became mentally disabled and unable to
walk.

One of the saddest observations about
Jaymer were his knees. They were all
calloused and cut because heretofore he

ADVERTISEMENT
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has had to crawl
throughout the house
and street. His broad
smile, when he was
given the wheelchair,
made everyone applaud
with glee.

Jaymer's single mother
Judith, his 3 older
brothers, and Brgy.
Captain, Gerom
Costales, send their
blessings to all RSL
workers and supporters
for changing this family's
life!
Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday at 6.00 PM Weekly CHARITY Raffle DRAW NOW EVERY Wednesday
at Emotions Nite Club at 6.00 PM.

Tuesday 6TH AUGUST * 1.30 PM... COMMITTEE Meeting Ponderosa * Social Tuesday 2.00pm
PONDEROSA
4.00pm GARFIELDS * PERIMETER SPORTS BAR
Tuesday 13TH AUGUST 1.30 PM WELFARE COMMITTEE MEETS AT PONDEROSA * 2.00 Social
Tuesday Ponderosa
4.00pm . * DET 5 * NIGHT MOVES * MISS MAGIC
VIETNAM VETERANS DAY AUGUST 18TH CLARK CEMETERY

1100HRS SERVICE PONDEROSA HOTEL 1200HRS (See attached flyer at last page)
Tuesday 20TH AUGUST * MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING * 2.00pm Ponderosa * 4.00pm
EMOTIONS * TOC * GENTLEMANS.
Tuesday 27TH AUGUST * 2.00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa * 4.00pm Dr.HOLMS * ERUPTION * WOBBLY
BOOT

Membership Cards
by Dallas Drake – Secretary

All members who have paid their
membership fees will have a card issued.
Most cards are held at the Ponderosa Hotel
reception. Others have nominated an
address in Australia on their application
form, so the cards will go to that address.
Some members have been asking “where is
my card”? A search through the box at the
Ponderosa also didn’t locate the card. Then it
is found that the member has not paid their
membership fees. So the message is, “if you
haven’t paid your annual subs there will not
be a card.

You may pay direct to our CBA
(Commonwealth Bank of Australia) account.
Here are the details:

Commonwealth Bank of Australia Account.
(AUD$20.00)
Account Name = Returned Services League
Angeles City Sub Branch
BSB 062 905

Account # 10153195
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ADVERTISING

A SMALL PIECE OF
ROAD SAFETY
ADVICE

Road Safety Advice
by Larry Smith - Editor

A 36 year old female had an accident several weeks ago.
It was raining, though not excessively when her car
suddenly beg an to hydro-planed and literally flew
through the air.
She was not seriously injured but very stunned at the
sudden occurrence! When she explained to the Police
Officer what had happened, he told her something that
every driver should know

NEVER USE THE CRUISE CONTROL WHEN THE
ROAD IS WET OR ICY
Along with the airbag warning. We tell our teenagers to
set the cruise control and drive a safe speed – but we
don't tell them to use the cruise control only when the
road is dry.
NOTE: Some vehicles (like the Toyota Sienna Limited
XLE) will not allow you to set the cruise control when the
windshield wipers are on.

NEVER DRIVE IN THE RAIN WITH YOUR
CRUISE CONTROL ON
The only person the accident victim found who knew
She thought she was being cautious by setting the
this, (besides the Officer), was a man who'd had a similar
cruise control and maintaining a safe consistent speed in accident, totaled his car and sustained severe injuries.
the rain.
But the Police Officer told her that if the cruise control is
on, your car will begin to hydro-plane when the tyres
lose contact with the road, and your car will accelerate
to a higher rate of speed making you take off like an
aeroplane.
She told the Officer that was exactly what had occurred.
The Officer said this warning should be listed, on the
driver's seat sun-visor.

WELFARE TRAINING COURSE ON-LINE
TO ALL WHO WISH TO DO WELFARE
TRAINING COURSE ON-LINE
We have stepped into the 21st century with
another innovation. We can now complete
WELFARE TRAINING on-line.
There are a few steps involved and an
application/nomination form has to be
completed to start the process.
We have seven (7) members who have indicated
their willingness to undertake welfare training.
But the number needed to carry out this
function can afford many more applicants.
If you are interested, contact Dallas Drake in the
first instance.

RUGBY LEAGUE ASIA
CUP 2013
OCTOBER 19, 21, 23
Put the above date into your diaries. More info closer to
the date
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We Remember - 60 Years
Since The Korean War
Armistice
The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Warren
Snowdon, today announced that fifteen
veterans of the Korean War will travel back
to the Republic of Korea at the end of the
month to mark the 60th anniversary of the
signing of the armistice, which marked the
end of active fighting on the Korean
peninsula.
“Often labeled the forgotten war, these
veterans, along with the approximate 18,000
Australians who served, will never forget the
trying conditions and harsh fighting that
occurred some 60 years ago.
“They were involved in many battles,
including the famous Battle of Kapyong,
one of the finest hours in Australia‟s
military history. The Third Battalion of the
Royal Australian Regiment (3RAR)
received a United States Presidential Unit
Citation for their valor during the battle,”
Mr Snowdon said.
Veterans from states and territories
across Australia will depart for the
Republic of Korea in what will be a
moving journey back to the place they
served in the early 1950‟s. For some it will
be the first time they have returned to
Korea since the War.
The veterans represent the Royal
Australian Navy, Royal Australian Air
Force and the Australian Army, along with
a member from the Royal Australian Army
Nursing Corps.

including the United States, the United
Kingdom, Canada and New Zealand.
“The return will be one of high emotion
for these men and women as they
reconnect with their mates and former
allies, while also remembering those who
are tragically no longer with us today,
many of whom never left Korean soil, “ Mr
Snowdon said.
A National Commemorative Service will
also be held in Australia at the Australian
National Korean War Memorial on Anzac
Parade in Canberra. The service will be
held on Saturday, 27 July 2013,
commencing at 11:30 am.

“These fifteen individuals fought, and
provided nursing support as part of the
United Nations force defending South
Korea from a communist invasion. The
actions of the Australian forces in Korea
played a crucial role in cementing our
Post-War alliances, “ Mr Snowdon said.
The Korean War officially lasted just over
three years, with the armistice signed on
27 July 1953 following a negotiations
period lasting just over two years.
The veteran delegation will participate in
several ceremonies, including the
Armistice Ceremony on 27 July at the
Korean War Memorial in Seoul, were they
will be joined by veterans from South
Korea, and former allies from countries

Hi everyone. I'm currently
assisting the Philippine
Honorary Consul to put
together a history of the
Filipino-Australians from
Darwin who volunteered
for service in World War 1.
Does anyone have any
images of soldiers from
these families: Garr (or
Gah), Conanan and Spain – or any other
Filipino soldiers from Darwin?
Please feel free to email me
mpaul.rosenzweig@hotmail.com

IT IS DONE!

Maraming salamat po!

Our Webmaster has managed to revamp our
website to a newer looking format.
Have a look at www.rslangelescity.com
Our WEB SITE still needs more material and
members are requested to send in any
stories, articles, photos they may have or can
write. MORE STUFF PLEASE.
AND

“What these men and women achieved in
a country where the elements could be
just as fierce as the enemy is a credit to
their determination and strength.

ASSISTANCE SOUGHT

While you are at it, have a look at our
Facebook and give a LIKE. It is at
www.facebook.com/rslacity

ANOTHER DISCOUNT
BUSINESS
VALHALLA is now an RSL discount
establishment. Local drinks ₱50 ALL THE
TIME.
How do you get this? Just flash your RSL
membership card and the discount applies.
(That’s a huge discount as prices are ₱95
after 8.00pm).
Valhalla is next to Doll House and Gecko’s on
Fields Ave.

Paul
Paul is doing the research to help the
Honorary Philippine Consul in Darwin
(Juan Rivas) get more history.

FOR VIETNAM VETERANS,
ESPECIALLY THOSE IN
INFANTRY
The link below will take you to a PDF copy of
A Duty Done, the Royal Australian Regiment
in Vietnam 1965-72 written by LTCOL (Rtd)
Fred Fairhead, IO 6RAR/NZ[ANZAC]
1969-70.
It is very well done and covers most of the
major operations during that time. There are
a few typos that you’ll find but it’s very
readable. You’ll need to read it on line as
there are too many pages to print.
http://rarasa.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2013/07/A-Duty-Done.pdf
Do what I did, download it to a memory stick
and read at your leisure (Ed).
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THE AUSTRALIAN COMBAT ENGINEER
THIS IS NOT A WANTED POSTER

What do you blokes do? … „Blow up shit‟….. I
suspect it‟s much more than that…
body armour, a Steyr, a mine detector or dog,
they are often out the front, seldom at the
back.
Young men from all walks, train and bond
together, in the role of the Combat Engineer…
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A drover, who just
moved to
Queensland from
Victoria walks into a
bar and orders three
glasses of XXXX.
He sits in the back of
the room drinking a
sip out of each one in
turn.

an essential job, often downplayed, one that
would make the toughest bloke fear.

Dave (Kooka) Messent
Quartermaster

You look for Dave when you wish
to purchase any shirts, caps, in
fact anything that is classed as
memorbillia.

When he finishes
them he comes back to the bar and orders
Out on patrol, at the leading edge, they search three more.
for the dreaded device…
The bartender approaches and tells the drover
"You know, a glass goes flat after I draw it. It
sometimes simple, sometimes complex,
would taste better if you bought one at a time."
explosive stuff, definitely not very nice.
They take on the task of disarming these
things, often at great personal peril…
bloody good training, steady hands, cool
composure, stops their minds going feral.
What man in his right mind would go out front,
disarm bombs and patrol without fear?
The highly trained soldier, an exceptional
bloke, the Australian Combat Engineer
Out on patrol when „contact‟ is yelled and the
shit hits the fan…
they take up the fight, go hard at the task,
professional soldiers to a man.
In the midst of the battle their training kicks in,
the enemy is in for a fight…

Dave is wearing a shirt that is for sale
showing the yellow boxing kangaroo which is
in his quartermaster store (Q Store). “Hey
Dave, you didn’t tell me how much they are
for sale for”. Anyway, don’t worry about the
price, go and see ‘Kooka’ for one.
You are bound to find Kooka at the
Ponderosa on a Tuesday where he will be for
the ‘Social Tuesday’s.

DISCLAIMER
The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the
Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities
for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained
in this newsletter.
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage
suffered directly or indirectly for use of
information contained in this newsletter.
Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions
published in this newsletter are necessarily the
opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee
or the Editor

The cattleman replies, "Well, you see, I have
two brothers. One's in 'Tassie' , the other
one's a 'sandgroper'.
When we all left our home in Echuca' we
promised that we'd drink this way to remember
the days when we drank together. So I'm
drinking one beer for each of my brothers and
one for myself."
The bartender admits that this is a nice
custom and leaves it there.
The drover becomes a regular in the bar and
always drinks the same way. He orders three
mugs and drinks them in turn.
One day, he comes in and only orders two
mugs.
All the regulars take notice and fall silent.

Engineers keep at it, until all is secure,
through the long days and into the nights.
On Afghan hills and near creek beds,
Engineers have lost too many good mates…

When he comes back to the bar for the
second round the bartender says, "I don't want
to intrude on your grief but I wanted to offer
my condolences on your loss."

names now on the wall in Canberra, along
with rank, unit and the fateful dates.

The drover looks quite puzzled for a moment
then a light dawns in his eyes and he laughs.

The loss of mates doesn‟t deter them, but
rather provides steely resolve…

"Oh, no, everybody's just fine," he explains,
"it's just that my wife and I joined the Salvation
Army and I had to quit drinking." "Hasn't
to get the mission done, serve their mates and affected my brothers though."
country, go home and grow peacefully old.
What man in his right mind would go out front,
disarm bombs and patrol without fear
A proud soldier, a great mate, a leader among
equals, the Australian Combat Engineer.
Michael Braithwaite November 2012
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We mentioned back on page 3
that we can now do welfare
courses on line. Right is a
shortened version of
Registration for ON-LINE
Training COURSE for
WELFARE OFFICER
(level 1 & 2)
The form is to be sent back to
Dallas Drake as he is required to
Register through BRANCH ESO
and not direct to Angela at the
Sale Office.
Once all registration has been
complete those who are
accepted for the ON-LINE
Training will receive their
Individual access password so
they can commence training. In
the first instance, please liaise
with Dallas

www.beyondtheblackstump.com

Published: FOXNEWS.COM:
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2013/07
/12/s-korea-court-orders-us-firms-topay-up-over-agent-orange/
S. Korea court orders US firms to pay
up over Agent Orange
Published July 12, 2013 AFP
20130714Sun; tfd1-2; 0750h
SEOUL (AFP) – South Korea‟s highest
court on Friday upheld a ruling ordering
two US Agent Orange makers to
compensate 39 Vietnam War veterans,
while sending another decision back to a
lower court for review.
The Supreme Court recognised the
correlation between the toxic defoliant

and certain skin diseases, saying the 39
victims should receive a total of 466
million won ($415,000) from Dow
Chemical and Monsanto.
The veterans had complained that Agent
Orange was responsible for skin diseases
such as “chemical acne”, which is caused
by exposure to dioxin contained in Agent
Orange, the court said.
Payment is now up to the US firms, but
Dow Chemical said in a statement quoted
by Yonhap news agency that it disagreed
with the Supreme Court‟s decision,
arguing that the verdict was not backed
by clear evidence, citing US court rulings.

The South Korean court also sent back
an appeals court verdict that the two firms
should compensate thousands of other
veterans who claimed to have similarly
suffered from exposure to defoliants used
during the Vietnam War.
More than 16,000 veterans filed separate
lawsuits in 1999 against the US firms,
seeking about five trillion won ($4.4
billion) in damages, but a district court
ruled against them.
In 2006, an appeals court ordered the US
firms to pay a total of 63 billion won ($61
million) in compensation to 6,795
veterans and their families.
But the Supreme Court, in its ruling on
Friday, sent the case back to the appeals
court for further review. Continue pg #7 ->
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“There is no evidence their diseases were
caused by their exposure to the defoliant
sprayed during the Vietnam War,” it said
in a statement.
South Korea sent some 300,000 troops to
fight alongside the United States and
southern Vietnamese forces during the
war.
US forces widely sprayed Agent Orange,
which contained the lethal chemical
dioxin, in Vietnam during the conflict to
deprive enemy guerrillas of forest cover
and destroy food crops.
Veterans in South Korea estimate the
number of Korean victims of the
chemicals at about 150,000. Many
insisted they were suffering from various
ailments associated with exposure to the
powerful herbicide.
Vietnam says millions of its people have
died or suffered from direct or secondgeneration disabilities as a result of the
use of Agent Orange.
Washington has never accepted
responsibility for the Vietnamese
government‟s claim.

Battle honour presented to Special
Air Service Regiment
The Chief of Army, Lieutenant General
David Morrison, AO has presented the
Battle Honour Eastern Shah Wali Kot to
the 2nd Special Air Service Squadron of
the Special Air Service Regiment at a
parade at Campbell Barracks,
Swanbourne attended by the Minister for
Defence, Stephen Smith MP on Friday,
10 May 2013.
The battle honour had previously been
announced by the Prime Minister, Julia
Gillard MP and the Minister on 26 March
2013. Eastern Shah Wali Kot is the first
Army Battle Honour awarded since the
end of the Vietnam War and was awarded
by the Chief of Army to the Special Air
Service Regiment and to the 2nd
Commando Regiment for their
outstanding performance during the Shah
Wali Kot Offensive in Afghanistan from
May to June 2010.

“This is an exceptional achievement for
the Special Air Service Regiment and
typifies the professional excellence that is
synonymous with the unit,” Lieutenant
General Morrison said. “That this is the
first Australian Army battle honour
awarded since the Vietnam War is an
indication of how rare such awards are.
“The supporting elements of Special
Operations Task Group Rotation XII
including the engineers, signallers,
logisticians and headquarters staff should
also be proud of their contributions to the
Shah Wali Kot Offensive, which are also
recognised through this battle honour.”
The Special Operations Commander,
Major General Gus Gilmore, DSC, AM
said the battle honour is a well deserved
recognition of the skills, teamwork and
professionalism of Australia‟s Special

Forces in Afghanistan.
“The Shah Wali Kot Offensive achieved a
very significant outcome for the coalition‟s
Afghanistan campaign and it was only
achieved through the superior leadership
and skills of Australia‟s Special Forces,”
Major General Gilmore said. “I am
particularly proud of this battle honour
because it recognises the courage,
dedication and professionalism displayed
at all levels by those Special Air Service
troopers and 2nd Commando Regiment
soldiers involved.”
The Commanding Officer of the Special
Air Service Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel
G (member‟s identity protected) said it
was a mark of distinction for the unit.
“Everybody within the Special Air Service
Regiment is quietly proud of our longstanding and Continue pg #8 ->
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ongoing service in Afghanistan,”
Lieutenant Colonel G said. “Being
awarded a battle honour is a significant
achievement for the Special Air Service
Regiment and for all those 2 Squadron
members involved in the Shah Wali Kot
Offensive.”
The efforts of the Special Air Service
Regiment and the 2nd Commando
Regiment during the engagement were
highly commended by the International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF)
Command for the contribution the Shah
Wali Kot Offensive made to the overall
ISAF effort to disrupt insurgent activities
in the traditional Taliban stronghold of
Kandahar. The battle honour will also be
presented to the 2nd Commando
Regiment on 19 June 2013, at an official
parade marking the unit‟s birthday.

8

Midnight Rock is pleased to announce the following new bus
service
Angeles – Subic – Angeles – Manila - Angeles

ANGELES - SUBIC ₱500 Departs Midnight
Rock (8:45 am)
SUBIC - ANGELES ₱500 Departs Wild Orchid
Resort Baloy Beach (11:00 am)
ANGELES - MANILA 600 pesos Departs
Midnight Rock (12:45 pm)
MANILA – ANGELES Departs Southern
Cross Hotel, Ermita (3:30 pm)

AIRPORT TRANSFER
Southern Cross Hotel to NAIA International Terminal
1 and NAIA Philippine Airline Terminal 2
BOOKINGS:
Midnight Rock Angeles: 0907 548 6727 or
info@midnightrock.eu
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Location of our next Medical
Mission
The location of our next Medical Mission isn’t
that far away but it has a couple of twists and
U turns to get there.
Head out through DAU and before you get to
the Mabalacat District Hospital, turn right
into Camachiles Street and follow the arrows
shown in the map right. Otherwise catch the
Ponderosa vehicle but be at the Ponderosa
by 0715 hours (7:15am) in time to get aboard.
This is a good time to remind members that
volunteers are always wanted, so if you
haven’t been to a medical mission before,
here is your chance to experience one.
MEDICAL MISSION is on the 3rd of August.
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VIETNAM
VETERANS DAY
SUNDAY 18TH
AUGUST 2013
ALL interested persons are invited to attend

1100HRS…….REMEMBRANCE SERVICE AT
CLARK VETERANS CEMETERY, CLARK FREE
ECONOMIC ZONE (THE BASE)
and afterwards
LUNCH (FULL MEAL) and FREE DRINKS, AUSSIE MATESHIP,
RAFFLES and OTHER ACTIVITIES
at
PONDEROSA HOTEL RESORT
(entry by purchase book of raffle tickets at P400)

WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM
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Clubhouse: Ponderosa Hotel
1734 San Pablo St.,
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines

President
James Curtis-Smith
Mobile: + 63-917-503-2602
Email: president@rslangelescity.com

Vice Presidents

RSL
Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines

Bob Barnes
Mobile: +63-928-145-6756
Email: jeddabob@hotmail.com

Greg Mann
Mobile: +63-929-825-4830
Email: gregoryjmann@msn.com

Secretary

Treasurer

Dallas Drake
Mobile: +63-916-524-3084
Email: secretary@rslangelescity.com

Ronald (Ron) Parrott
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939
Email: treasurer@rslangelescity.com

Editor
Larry Smith
Email: editor@rslangelescity.com

“The price of liberty is eternal vigilance”
Lest We Forget

