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NEWSLETTER # 75 * June 2013
PRESIDENTS REPORT June 2013
Not much news from me this month on the RSL front.
I have had the privilege and enjoyment of accompanying my daughter Anne
fulfilling commitments as a show biz celebrity to Temecula Casino and Resort
(south of Los Angeles, USA) where she did two shows on Saturday 15 th and
Sunday 16th June, and then on to New York for another commitment as a model
making a commercial for a world wide known company. We returned to
Philippines on Monday 24th June.
I joined Anne again with the Showtime celebrities who put on a show in Hawaii,
departing on June 27 and returning on June 30. Been a great experience.
I thank Vice President Bob Barnes for shouldering my responsibilities as
President during my absence.
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A reminder that our Children’s Medical Missions resume on July 6 at Marisol and a map appears
elsewhere in this newsletter. This is the first mission following the Colleges of Nursing resuming this month
after a couple of months break. I look forward to the usual support from our members.
That’s it for the month,
JAMES E. CURTIS-SMITH
President

We warmly welcome the following new members: Keith Russell Madden (QLD) * Chris
Marshall (A/C) * Chris Akers (A/C) *

RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE JULY

Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturdayat 6.00 PM.

Weekly CHARITY Raffle DRAW NOW EVERY Wednesday at Emotions Nite Club at6.00 PM.
Tuesday 2ND July 1.30 pm * COMMITTEE Meeting Ponderosa * Social Tuesday 2.00pm PONDEROSA
4.00 Night Moves * Dot 5 * Candy,
Thursday 4th July

* 11.00 am PONDEROSA VVA ANNUAL INDEPENDENCE DAY PICNIC

Tuesday 9th JULY * 1.30 pm WELFARE COMMITTEE MEETS AT PONDEROSA * 2.00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa
4.00pm .Rocking Horse *Friends
Tuesday 16th July * 2pm MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING Ponderosa *4.00pm Lost In Asia * Blind Beggar * Silly Hat
Tuesday 23rd July *
Tuesday 30th July

2.00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa * 4.00pm Green Bottle * Hang Out * Honey KOs

* 2.00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa * 4.00pm T&A * Happy Rock * Baby Dolls

RSL ANGELES CITY NOW AT

http://www.facebook.com/rslacity
CHECK US OUT AND GIVE US A LIKE :)
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Dallas has been asked to organise a day trip
to Corregidor Island for the 11th of
November.
To do that, he will require expressions of
interest from members who would wish to go.
At this stage, initial estimates show a cost of
between ₱2,000 to ₱3,000 maximum,
depending on numbers. If there was a good
turn-up it could get down to around ₱1,500.
As per good business practices, a nonreturnable deposit of ₱1,000 per head would
be asked. Expressions of interest please to
Dallas ASAP.

AUSTRALIAN POLICE CHECKS
Increasingly, members living in the Philippines are being asked to provide an Australian
Police Check, most probably when doing transactions with the Embassy in Manila.
Australian Federal Police provide the most comprehensive check, which covers all
jurisdictions. There is a cost involved which is $A42.00. Applications can be made on-line at:
http://www.afp.gov.au/what-we-do/police-checks/national-police-checks.aspx
A small warning from your Editor. I brought an application to Australia for a mate in Mindanao a couple of
years ago. I tracked it and found that it had been actioned fairly quickly and posted to his address in Davao
City. That was in April and it finally made his home address late November.
To ensure that doesn’t happen again, someone should try and make arrangements with the Australian
Federal Police section at the Manila Embassy, whereas the application could be sent to them via the
diplomatic bag and then arrangement made to retrieve from the embassy. That is my suggestion. Ed
***** ***** *****

Notice to all members in Australia and those intending on visiting down-under.
Angeles City Sub Branch is now listed in the Victoria Branch website list of Sub Branches.
Any member who experiences refusals at any RSL Sub Branch should request to see a Sub Branch
executive member, such as president or secretary and not argue with a door person about there being RSL
Sub Branches outside of Australia.
RSL National are working on all RSL members being accepted into any RSL as some state laws require
visitors to be signed into licensed premises.
The new national card should help to overcome any difficulties.

ANZAC DISABLED EXCLUDED FROM PENSION INCREASE
Australia’s Disabled Veterans of our Defence Force have been legislatively excluded from the structural
increase to pension described by government as essential for ‘maintaining the purchasing power of
pensions’.
The structural increase was granted to all government pensions in Sep. 2009.
‘All Pensions that is excluding ANZAC Disability Pension’
For Australia’s 29,000 Permanently Disabled Veterans (TPIs) suffering the effects of wounds, injury and
trauma, those who have lost limbs, eyesight or their sanity from our W.W.II POWs of Japan and Nazi
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Germany to the young men returning from multiple deployments in Afghanistan all have been excluded
by the ALP from receiving the $130 a fortnight increase.
Our Disabled Veterans who we once relied upon for our defence and who government sent into
harm’s way for our protection are not asking to be treated differently from other pensioners. They
are just asking to be treated the same as other pensions and be included not excluded from the
increase in pension rate that reflects the rise in earnings of Australian society.
We readily associate with our ANZAC traditions and culture of mateship, of looking after each other and
the values that ‘you don’t leave your neighbour behind’ and we honour those who gave of their lives so that
we may live our lives in a secure, safe and equal society. Our politicians and dignitaries give speeches at
the gravesides of our fallen in wars and commemorate on ANZAC Day with the call ‘Lest We Forget’.
However.
‘Our ANZAC Disabled have been sorely forgotten’
If you believe our ANZAC Disabled should be paid the same increase to their Disability Pension as other
pensions have been receiving in this election period please tell your Federal MP and Senator to respect
their service and disability pass legislation to give our Disabled Veterans the same increase as other
pensions.
Please do not forget us and our families. Include us, do not exclude us in our disability.
ANZAC Disabled.
DEFENCE AND EMPLOYMENT PLATOON NUI DAT
Most Royal Australian Infantry (Regiment) soldiers who served in Vietnam would know of the D
& E Platoon at Nui Dat. Here is an ex Platoon’s personal recollections of his time in the platoon.
He is only known as BOB. Ed
This is my recollections of D & E and what it was about.
D & E Pl. stands for Defence and Employment Platoon. To the general Infantry soldier from an Infantry Battalion the soldiers in
this unit were on a good bludge, that is if they had ever heard of the D & E. I hadn't until I got posted there. Shock, horror. The
D & E were part of the Task Force HQ and were designed to protect the Task Force HQ when it was in the field.
Their coming of age was at the battle of Fire Support Base Coral (FSB) in May 1968 when they were part of the defence
perimeter that was over-run by the NVA Regular Army on the night of 12/13 May '68. Whilst they were not heavily involved in
this action they were there and contributed in a substantial way to the defence of the Fire Support Base.
With the arrival of Brigadier Sandy Pearson in mid '68, the D & E was to take on a new role. Brig Pearson was a soldiers' soldier
and he was determined to lead from the front. Hence the fact that Task
Force HQ spent all of its time in the field at various Fire Support
Bases and the D & E Pl became a fighting Infantry Platoon.
Not only did they provide the major defence of the FSB but they
became in their own right an aggressive attack weapon in the
proximity of the FSB. Day fighting Patrols out to 3,000 metres, night
ambushes alone and with Cavalry Support, liaison with local
Vietnamese Defence Units and imbedded American Advisory Units,
Convoy protection and numerous other duties.
During late '68 and early '69 they conducted several very successful
night ambushes against infiltrating Viet Cong Forces. In early '69,
they took on an additional role of patrolling the waterways adjacent to
FSB Julia (This was to be their home away from the Dat from early
Dec '68 till April '69. That's four months in the scrub straight). The
Platoon used four assault rafts fitted with 40 hp outboard motors to search the rivers, waterways and swamps for enemy
sampans infiltrating weapons, ammunition and other supplies to the VC that were operating in and around the Task Force Area.
They also searched the mangroves and proximate areas for cached weapons and supplies. The platoon proved itself as one of the
most versatile and successful small units within the Task Force.
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This period was the coming of age of the D & E Platoon and as the platoon members rotated the tasks did not. They remained
an integral element of the Task Force HQ and the fight against the VC and the NVA. All members of the D & E can hold their
heads high knowing that they upheld the traditions of their forefathers and the Infantry Corps with distinction. It was my
privilege to be a member of this distinguished unit.
Bob
Editor’s additional note. Retired Chief of Australian Defence Forces, General Peter Cosgrove was a platoon commander in D &
E Platoon where he was awarded the Military Cross (MC). Ed

Another RSL wheelchair
donation
Life just became a lot easier for the
Mungcal family when their daughter
Leilyn was presented with a
wheelchair in May. Leilyn is seven
years old and suffers from chronic
cerebal palsy.
Unfortunately Leisyn will never be
able to walk so this donation means a
lot to her and her parents who, in the
past, have had to carry her
everywhere.
Dallas Drake, Rudy Olree, Robert
Rixon and Steve Innes were there,
Picture taken by Lindsay Drury.

Our latest recipients of hearing aids are from top left to right: Raven Casilian, Lyka Zurita, Myca
Palcutilo, Jimbryan Lozano, Jamaica Corpuz.
The children and their families were very grateful for the donations and of course we are pleased that we
could provide this service to some hearing impaired children.
Here is what Vice President GREG MANN wrote about the presentation:
Here are pictures of some from the Henson Ear Clinic. Last month 7 children were fitted with hearing aids.
Three of the children once could hear and had since lost their hearing. Four had never heard before. The
three started talking once again soon after the hearing aids were placed. We are assured the others will
now quickly learn. The nurse relayed a story that all of the kids initially were unruly, running around the
office. But after the hearing aids were fitted, and the Moms said sit down!, they all obeyed and sat quietly.
So we have just learned of a side benefit for this valuable hearing aid program!
Thanks Greg
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This is the location of
our July Medical Mission
which is set for Saturday
the 6th of July. Fairly
easy directions to follow.
Coming from Balibago
and after crossing the
Abacan Bridge, turn left
into J Valdez Ave and
then follow the arrows
left. Or go to the
Ponderosa and take the
Ponder Jeepnie.
Request as many
volunteers come on
along and make this
another one of our
successes.
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Wow! I've seen this with the letters out of order, but this
is the first time I've seen it with numbers .
Good example of a Brain Study: If you can read this
OUT LOUD you have a strong mind. And better than
that: Alzheimers is a long, long, ways down the road
before it ever gets anywhere near you.
7H15 M3554G3 53RV35 7O PR0V3 H0W 0UR M1ND5
C4N D0 4M4Z1NG 7H1NG5! 1MPR3551V3 7H1NG5!
1N 7H3 B3G1NN1NG 17 WA5 H4RD BU7 N0W, 0N
7H15 LIN3 Y0UR M1ND 1S R34D1NG 17
4U70M471C4LLY W17H 0U7 3V3N 7H1NK1NG
4B0U7 17, B3 PROUD! 0NLY C3R741N P30PL3 C4N
R3AD 7H15. PL3453 F0RW4RD 1F U C4N R34D 7H15.
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www.beyondtheblackstump.com

CHANGE OF MANAGEMENT
Our popular host at Phillies ‘SHANNO’ has resigned his post and will no doubt be greatly missed.
We wish him well in his new endeavors.
The weekly raffle every Saturday night has continued despite a drop in numbers, especially the first week
Shanno left.
Last Saturday 23rd of June numbers had improved with more than a dozen RSL members helping out over
a few cold beers to raise more funds for our children’s Medical Missions.
The two raffles every week do need support of our members to show the flag as well as fellowship we
always enjoy.
Please make an effort to attend either ‘Emotions’ on Wednesdays or ‘Phillies’ on Saturdays.
We are currently canvassing the idea of holding a weekly 50/50 cash raffle at some establishments. 100
tickets at P50 with the winner taking P2,500.00 leaving net P2,000.00 for the RSL Charity fund after sales
commission to staff members who sell tickets through-out the week.

MEDICAL MATTERS CONTINUED
Last month we gave our members an insight into health conditions that could be ascertained by looking at
our fingernails. Below are a few more indicators and a link you can go to for more info:
Not many among us pay attention to our fingernails. Fingernails reveal a lot about the state of your health.
Healthy nails are smooth, without ridges or grooves, of a uniform colour and without spots or discoloured
areas. If you have a tiny yellowy tinge, a dark spot or a bumpy surface, it is not a good sign. However,
everyday wear-and-tear and environment do play a role in appearance of nails.
You must have a basic understanding of fingernail warning signs, nail conditions should you take notice of.
Below are some of the fingernail problems that shouldn’t be ignored.
Terry's nails: The tip of nail(s) turns dark band. Attributed as a sign of aging, but is also indicative of
underlying condition such as liver disease, congestive heart failure or diabetes.
Spoon nails: Also referred to as koilonychias, spoon nails is a condition of nails scooping out. It is usually
a sign of iron deficiency (anaemia), liver condition known as hemochromatosis, heart disease and
hypothyroidism.
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Nail pitting: A small depressions in the nails is the characteristic of nail pitting. The condition is more
common in people who have psoriasis. Among other medical conditions it is indicative of include
connective tissue disorders such as Reiter's syndrome and alopecia areata.
Beau's lines: Indentations running across the nails is an attribute of beau’s lines. These become evident
when the area under the cuticle is interrupted by injury or severe illness. Medical conditions associated
with fingernail problem include diabetes, peripheral vascular disease, scarlet fever, measles, mumps and
pneumonia.
Nail clubbing: The fingers tips enlarge and the nails curve around the fingertips. It is usually a result of low
oxygen in the blood. You should not ignore the condition as it could be a sign of lung disease, inflammatory
bowel disease, cardiovascular disease, liver disease and AIDS.
Yellow nail syndrome: As the name suggests, yellowish discoloration of the nails is the characteristic of
this condition. In the nail syndrome, nails thicken and new growth slows. It is associated with respiratory
disease such as chronic bronchitis and swelling of the hands (lymphedema).
Nail separation: Also known as onycholysis, nail separation is attributed to the fingernails becoming loose
and separating from the nail bed. The detached nails are associated with injury, infection, reaction to a
particular drug or consumer product, thyroid disease and psoriasis.
Fingernail care can keep away many nail conditions. So, keep fingernails in best condition you can. If
fingernails don’t seem strong and healthy in appearance, don’t ignore but seek assistance.
- See more at: http://www.onlymyhealth.com/fingernail-problems-must-ignored1371021208#sthash.jSBBpW2p.dpuf

NEW DRINK/DRUG DRIVING LAWS IN THE PHILIPPINES
Aquino signs anti-drunk and drugged driving law
If you plan to drink alcohol or take drugs and drive, don't take the chance. You put your lives and those of other road users
at risk. Drivers caught under the influence of alcohol or drugs now face heavier penalties under a new law signed by
President Benigno S. Aquino III.
Republic Act No. 10586, or the “Anti-Drunk and Drugged Driving Act of 2013,” seeks to promote safe and responsible
driving as well as curb motor vehicle accidents.
“Pursuant to the Constitutional principle that recognizes the protection of life and property and the promotion of general
welfare as essential for the enjoyment of the blessing of democracy, it is hereby declared the policy of the State to ensure
road safety through the observance of the citizenry of responsible and ethical driving standards,” the law read.
“Toward this end, the State shall penalize the acts of driving under the influence of alcohol, dangerous drugs and other
intoxicating substances and shall inculcate the standards of safety driving and the benefits that may be derived from it
through institutional programs and appropriate public information strategies,” it added.
The new law stated that offenders who have not caused any physical injury or homicide shall be fined from P20,000 to
P80,000 and face three months imprisonment. If the DUI results to injuries, the penalty will be a fine ranging from
P100,000 to P200,000 and imprisonment from three months to 12 years. Driving under the influence that lead to homicide,
on the other hand, shall be fined from P300,000 to P500,000 or imprisonment from 12 years to 20 years.
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The non-professional driver's license of violators will also be suspended for 12 months for the first conviction and
perpetually revoked on the second conviction.
The professional driver's license of an
offender, on the other hand, will be
confiscated and revoked for the first
conviction. The perpetual revocation of a
driver's license shall disqualify the person from being granted any kind of driver's license.
RA 10586 also allows mandatory alcohol and drug test of drivers involved in accidents that lead to injury or death. A driver
who refuses to undergo such tests will be penalized by confiscation and automatic revocation of driver’s license.
Law enforcement authorities are also empowered to conduct field sobriety, chemical and confirmatory tests on persons
suspected to be driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs. The "apparent indications" that may compel such tests
are drivers involved in over-speeding, weaving, lane straddling, sudden stops, swerving, poor coordination or the evident
of smell of alcohol in a person’s breath or signs of use of illegal drugs.
If a driver fails in the sobriety tests, the law enforcement officer will test the driver’s alcohol level by using a breath
analyzer. If driver is believed to be under the influence of drugs, the officer will bring the driver to the nearest police station
for a drug exam.
The Land Transportation Office
will also conduct random terminal
inspections and quick random
tests of public utility drivers.
Persons applying for drivers’ licenses will also have to complete a course on safe driving and consequences of driving
under the influence. Professional drivers renewing their licenses must also undergo drivers' education.
To effectively implement the new law, the LTO and the the Philippine National Police are authorized to acquire breath
analyzers and drug-testing kits to be utilized by law enforcement officers and deputized local traffic enforcers.
Training seminars will also be conducted for the law enforcers and deputies on Funds for the acquisition of equipment and
training of personnel will be sourced from LTO’s special road safety fund.
The LTO is authorized to deputize traffic enforcers from the PNP, Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA),
and cities and municipalities to enforce the new law.
With the help of local government units, the Philippine Information Agency (PIA) has also been directed to conduct
nationwide information campaign about the new anti-drunk and drugged driving law.

The law, signed last May 27, takes effect 15 days after publication in the Official
Gazette or in two newspapers.
SOURCE: Manila Bulletin

DISCLAIMER
The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor
take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in
this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage. suffered
directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do
they warrant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily
the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor
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Most of Australian soldiers who went to Vietnam will remember with fondness, or horror, the training they did at
the famous Jungle Training Centre Canungra. The poem below author, George Mansford was a captain instructor
there in the mid 1960’s. He remembers it well.
THE GHOSTS OF CANUNGRA
On this familiar ridge I picture it as it used to be
Patched military tents in neat tidy rows of three
Young Spartans cloaked in green moving here and
there
Weapons, equipment and often heavy packs to bear
Woken from deep sleep by shrill whistle blasts
Everything on the run; woe the man who is last
Little time for ablutions and breakfast was a race
Inspections by superiors somewhere from outer space
I can hear those familiar sounds from so long ago
The rhythmic crash of boots as soldiers run to and fro
Curses and grunts as they climb the cruel ropes and
nets
The din of war on an obstacle course so muddy and
wet
The barks of angry two stripers demanding the best
Hungry, thirsty, blistered feet, tired and little time to
rest
Soaking wet with sweat or chilling drenching rain
Desperate for sleep but roused for sentry once again

To recall a comfortable, forgiving, considerate, gentle
life
Then count the days before sanity returns to end such
strife
In time, the result was proud eager youth bonded for
the fray
United as a team, to fight regardless of odds by night
or day
Regulars and Conscripts, sharing, caring; all together
as one
Soldiering beneath the proud ANZAC emblem of the
rising sun
At sunset a gentle wind softly whispers of that time
long ago
Familiar smiling faces blur and fade with the crimson
glow
Shadows grow on a darkening ridge and dusk slowly
falls
Night birds salute such times with proud and shrieking
calls
©Copyright March 2010 by George Mansford

How many shivering soldiers at night would even dare
In the dripping jungle, crave simple things not there

Anzac Day Gallipoli 2015 update
Australians planning to attend Anzac Day commemorations at Gallipoli in 2015 can now
access information on ballot arrangements ahead of registrations opening in November
2013.
The Anzac Commemorative Site at Gallipoli can safely, securely and comfortably
accommodate 10,500 people. In 2015, this will comprise places for 8,000 Australians,
2,000 New Zealanders and up to 500 official representatives of all countries that served in the Gallipoli campaign.
Some of the places available to Australians will be reserved for special representatives including: widows of First World War
veterans, direct descendants of veterans of the Gallipoli campaign, the veteran community and secondary school students. The
remaining places will be available for all Australians.
Applications for the ballot are expected to open on 1 November 2013 and close on 31 January 2014. Details on how to register
will be available later in the year.
For more information on ballot arrangements visit www.gallipoli2015.dva.gov.au.
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We are
always
looking for
blood for
local use
here.
Please do
not be shy,
follow the
directions
in the flyer
LEFT and
donate
some blood.
You never
know it
may be you
needing it
someday

“The price of liberty is eternal vigilance”

Lest we forget
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RETURNED & SERVICES LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA LTD
ABNs:
National: 63 008 488 097
QLD:
799 026 1713
VIC:
739 417 653 64

ACT:
SA:
WA:

612 683 626 46
192 197 969 04
592 631 721 84

Annex B To
By-Law No1

NSW: 783 681 381 61
TAS: 119 770 931 23

(Part A)

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

I HEREBY APPLY to be admitted as a Service/Affiliate/Social ( select one only )
Member of the League and a member of the Angeles City Sub-Branch of the Victoria State Branch.

PERSONAL DETAILS
Mr/Mrs/Ms/Rank ________ Surname: _____________________________ Christian/Given Names:_______________________
Honours/Awards/Decorations (Post Nominals):___________________________________________________________________
Male/Female: ____________

Date of Birth: ___________

Country of Birth: _____________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Suburb: _________________________________
Phone : (W) ______________________

Postcode: _____________

State/Country _________________________

(H) __________________________

______________________________

Mobile: _______________________ E-mail:

Next of Kin: Surname________________________ Christian/Given Names:_______________________ Relationship:_________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Suburb: __________________________________

Postcode: _____________ State/Country:___________________________

Contact Number: Ph: _______________________

Mob: ____________________________

SERVICE DETAILS
Service Number:__________________ Branch of Service:_________________ Type of Service: Regular / Reserve (Please circle)
Length of Service:___________________ Date of Enlistment:_______________________ Date of Discharge:________________
RSL Eligible Service Code: __________Blood Group__________________

RSL ELIGIBLE SERVICE CODES
01 World War I

02 World War II

03 BCOF (Japan)

04 Korea

05 Malayan Emergency

06 Indonesian Confrontation

07 Vietnam

08 Peacekeeping

09 Other

10 East Timor

11 Gulf War

12 National Service

13 ADF (Regular/Reserve)

14 TBA

PREVIOUS MEMBERSHIP DETAILS
Previous Membership: (Circle one if applicable) YES/NO Date First Joined:______________ Previous Badge Number: ________
Previous Member of: ______________________________ Sub-Branch of the

_____________________________State Branch

I DECLARE THAT

DECLARATION AND AGREEMENT
(i) the above information is true and correct
(ii) I agree to uphold the Constitution of the League and its By-Laws

I ENCLOSE

Cheque/cash for Php800.00 being my current membership subscription.

Signature of Applicant:_________________________________ Date: ______________________
PRIVACY STATEMENT. We will not use any of the information on this membership form without your specific permission in writing,
other than to record you as a member of the League and will not pass that information to anyone outside the League.

