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PRESIDENT’S REPORT – May 2013 
 
As is usual following ANZAC day in each year, non renewed memberships at 
that date (and due on 1st January each year), are removed from our current 
membership lists.  After the membership committee completed that task our 
membership stands at 442.  New members are still joining and former 
members, particularly those that live outside the Philippines will rejoin through 
the year and I anticipate we will reach our last year figure of 550 very soon. 

 
I have included a couple of interesting tables produced by our membership committee which I find 
interesting, and I would suggest are peculiar to this Sub Branch.   
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   RESIDENCY 

BREAKUP 2013 

        

  

  

       Country Service Affiliate Social Total %   

  Philippines - 

Local 107 145 24 276 62.4   

  Philippines - 

Other 21 12 5 38 8.6   

  Overseas - Aust 47 64 3 114 25.8   

  Overseas - Other 4 9 1 14 3.2   

  TOTAL 179 230 33 442 100.0   

         

 
 

 

   NATIONALITY BREAKUP 2013           

  Country Service Affiliate Social Total %   

  Australia 138 195 10 343 77.6   

  USA 32 7 6 45 10.2   

  Britain 5 20 2 27 6.1   

  Philippines 1 2 14 17 3.9   

  Canada 1 3 1 5 1.1   

  New Zealand 2 1 0 3 0.7   

  Scotland 0 1 0 1 0.2   

  Ireland 0 1 0 1 0.2   

  TOTAL 179 230 33 442 100.0   

 
This month has seen many of our members away, some back in Australia, others on holiday in Philippines 
and other places, and this has resulted in some of our key workers being absent and throwing a load back 
on a few, particularly at our raffles at Emotions (Wednesday) and Phillies (Saturday) and in our current 
business houses medical mission.  We are also in urgent need of donors for our blood register credits at 
Angeles University Foundation Medical Center (AUF).  Bearing in mind that 276 of our members are 
located locally in and around Angeles City I would ask that more of you make the effort to assist.  How can 
you do this ? 
 

1. Phillies Raffle.  Conducted each Saturday night from about 6pm.  We need ticket sellers and if you 
can please turn up every so often this would help.  Raffle is drawn about 8pm.  Great opportunity to 
fraternize and do a bit of bird watching. 

2. Emotions raffle. Tickets are sold by staff (on commission) so all we need is a few more blokes to 
turn up and show some interest. No jobs to do and simply just be there.   
 
Both Emotions and Phillies raffles are the only “working bees” I know of which are conducted in a 
pub !! 
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3. Business Houses Mission. Each year the Sub Branch provides free medicines for the children of 
employees at the business houses which continue to support the Sub Branch through provision of 
prizes for the raffles, discounts, taking stalls at the annual Fiesta etc, etc.  If you can help with this 
one please contact me (091750326020) or Lindsay Drury (09293365753).  It’s a job that you can do 
at your own time and leisure, either alone or rope in a mate to help you.  You select a business 
house of your choice from our master list, collect and deliver the registration forms, subsequently 
pick the forms up, mark the paper bags and pack the medicines at the club room and deliver to the 
business house.  Not a big job and done over a week or so at your time and the grateful accolades 
you receive at time of delivery of the medicines make it all worthwhile. 
 

4. Blood donor.  For every donation of blood to the AUF blood bank from an RSL member, we get a 
credit for availability of blood for a member who may need blood.  For further information please 
contact Lindsay Drury (09293365753). 

 
Just a reminder that our regular Children’s Medical Missions recommence on Saturday 5th July and thence 
on the first Saturday of each month.  More details to follow in the next newsletter. 
 
 
JAMES CURTIS-SMITH 
President 

WE WELCOME the following new members: 

Ralph Edward Moran (A/C) * Thomas Dodds (QLD) * Analyn Manuel 
Cabangbang (A/C) * Horst Stefan Gartner (NT) * Stuart Malcolm McGregor 
(NSW) * Derek Carlyon (NT) * David John Morgan (SA) * Terry Kabeck (NSW)  

 

 
RSL EVENTS SCHEDULE JUNE 

Phillies Sports & Grill Raffle every Saturday at 6.00 PM.  
Brass Knob every THURSDAY FOOTBALL LIVE 4.00PM 

Weekly CHARITYRaffle NOW EVERY Wednesday at Emotions Nite Club at6.00 PM. 
 

 
Tuesday 4TH JUNE * 1.30 PM... COMMITTEE Meeting Ponderosa * Social Tuesday 2.00pm PONDEROSA 

4.00pm PARADISE * PLAYERS 
 

 
Tuesday 11TH JUNE *1.30 PM WELFARE COMMITTEE MEETS AT PONDEROSA * 2.00pm Social Tuesday Ponderosa 

4.00pm SHOOTERS * GECKOS * LA BAMBA 

 
 

Tuesday 18TH JUNE * MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 2.00pm Ponderosa * 4.00pm TREASURE ISLAND * HONKY  
TONK 

 

Tuesday 25TH JUNE * Social Tuesday Ponderosa * 4.00pm MOONS BAR * SIT BACK RELAX. 
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ANZAC Day has passed for another year. Your editor (that is me) did my first ANZAC Day 

in Hervey Bay Queensland. It was quite a turn out. Very pleasing to see and hear that 
this year had the largest crowd seen in many a year, a sentiment stated by our 

president Jim Curtis-Smith in his ANZAC Day report in our last newsletter.. 

 
Here is a rendition of the introduction to the ANZAC DAY prayer as given by Hervey Bay RSL Sub 
Branch Chaplain Vic Burgess at both of the ceremonies: 
 
Those who served and have died do not speak today. Nevertheless they are heard in the still houses; who has not 
heard them? 
 
They speak in the silence and when the clock strikes the Dawn Hour; who has not heard them? 
 
They say to us:  
We were young and happy then. We have died, please remember us.  
 
They say to us:  
We have done what we could, but until wars are finished no one can know what our lives are really worth. 
 
They say to us:  
Our deaths are not ours, they belong to you: only you can give them meaning. 
 
They say to us: 
Whether our lives are for peace and a new hope, or for nothing, depends on you alone. It is for you to decide. 
 
They say to us: 
We give you our deaths, please give them meaning. -- We were young. --- We have died. 
 
Please: Remember us. 
 
 I for one was very moved by that introduction. Very apt. Vic then went on with the RSL prayer.  Ed 

A BIT OF TRAVEL ADVICE 

The advice below has been sent to me from Angeles City: 

Bad News: QANTAS will stop all direct flights between Brisbane and Manila from mid June 2013. 

Good News # 1: QANTAS is offering full refunds to people already booked on these flights that will now be routed via 

Sydney both ways. 

Good News #2: Philippine Airlines have extended their sale up to 30th May on return flights from Brisbane to Manila for 

departures up until November 2013 priced from $650 including taxes. 

Philippine Airline facts: 

Departing from Brisbane 3 days a week at 10am and arriving in Manila at 6pm. With a short stop at Darwin, but same 

aircraft. 

Returning from Manila 3 days a week at 10pm and arriving next morning at 9. 20am. With a short stop at Darwin but same 

aircraft. 

They have their own terminal in Manila which is never crowded and connected to their domestic terminal. Perfect for 

connecting to and from other Philippine major cities. The on board service is typically Filipino friendliness and hospitality.  

I have had a look at the PAL website and looked at these flights. They are using an A320-200 aircraft, that is why 

they go via Darwin.  Ed 
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Listed below the bars that support RSL.in Subic 
Tucan Bar 
Allies Bar 
Flashrat Bar 
Bluerock Resort 
Sweet hearts Bar 
Catwalk Club 
Hotzone Bar 
Bar Barretto 
20/20 Bar 
Voodoo 
T Rose (re opening any day now) 

Score Bar 
Dynamite Dicks 
Generals 
Arizona Resort 
Wild Orchid 
Dryden group which has many bars INCLUDING, 
Anglewitch 
Buccaneer 
Wetspot 
Lollipop 
Treasure Island 

 

ANGELES CITY now has 93 RSL supporting establishments. And we now have a new one, VFW Post 2485 offering 

a 10% discount on F&B to RSL members. Mike Scully (Puzzles Café) and partner Brian have taken over 

management of the VFW catering. 

There is a list in the last pages of the names of establishments in Angeles City. Ed 

Listed on the last pages are important contact numbers that should come in 
useful if you lose your wallet full of cards, or need to contact an authority in 

the Philippines. Just print off the last pages and keep them handy. Ed 

 
Engineers Reunion 2014 - June 6-9 at Hervey Bay RSL 

 
All past and present Engineers Members of armed forces and 
members who were attached to Engineer Units are invited to attend 
this reunion. 
First newsletter with further details is expected late May 2013.  
Register your interest by forwarding your name, address, phone no. 
and email address to: 
Paul Miller at decmi@tadaust.org.au  
NB. There is now more info avail, so contact the email above 

                        

A bit about Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

Not all RSL Sub Branches (SB) are the same as one would expect, due to location or 
history, we see a big variety. 

Some are very wealthy with grand club rooms and some barely survive in a dying 
township, or as the WW2 members dwindle in numbers. 

mailto:decmi@tadaust.org.au
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Angeles City SB is not what you would call a traditional RSL SB. It is located offshore in the 

Philippines and is the largest of only four SB’s overseas. The other three are in 
Washington DC, Port Moresby and another one at Subic in the Philippines. 

There are only two WW2 Diggers left within our numbers, and not many left from the 
Korean War and the Malaysia/Borneo Confrontation. 

Angeles City SB was Chartered on the 25th of April 1994 by National RSL HQ with 

around 40 members, more as a social group of veterans and friends. They had no 
clubroom then as the intention was to meet only monthly and hold a memorial service 

for ANZAC Day and liaise with the Australian Embassy and Dept of Veterans Affairs with 
the passing of veteran members. No poker machines, no weekly dance/show, no RSL 

bowls club, no RSL golf, in fact SFA. 

Today Angeles SB has a financial membership of over 500 due to our being be actively 
involved within our local community. 

This RSL SB has forged and built relationships with that community.  

We conduct medical missions almost every month 
and have successfully treated over 9,000 children 

per annum. Wheelchairs, mosquito nets, hearing 
aids, nebulizers have been donated by the members 

to individuals in need or to community services. 

The Angeles City and Subic Bay business 

communities have become involved with the RSL, 
offering raffle prizes for the twice weekly charity 

raffles raising funds to pay for the medicines and 
medical supplies 
 

Business houses numbering over 120 establishments also offer discounts to RSL members, 
mainly food and beverages and accommodation at resorts. Ponderosa Hotel provides free of 

charge a club room that can hold around 30 members for monthly meetings and a place for 
our memorabilia and medical stores. 

 
We hear often that the workload is done by too few and this may be because there are many 

who work behind the scenes or just quietly go about their tasks without recognition. People 

like Mal Morris who worked for many months distributing medicines to the supporting 
business houses last year. No one seemed to notice, no one gave thanks. Let’s take a look at 
who does the work. 

 

Firstly it is the Committee, the President, two VP’s and Treasurer. Bob Barnes takes care of 
Wednesday raffles with gift baskets, plus print the gift coupons for both raffles 

 
Graham Ross and Rudy Olree collect the prizes every week from several establishments for 

the Saturday raffle. 
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Greg Mann and Lindsay Drury organise the medical missions. Greg adds in with the hearing 

aid registry and testing, with Lindsay doing the RSL blood bank registry. 
 

Larry Smith does the most important monthly newsletter and has done so for the past six 

years. A great effort. Thanks Larry. 
 

Graham Birkett looks after the blog as well as our facebook (FB) with Dallas and Danny 
Jiminez as official photographer. 
  

“Kooka” (Dave Messant) is the new quartermaster now in charge of all merchandise sales, 
including Australia Day shirts"  

 

We have our champion chili cooking team with Ken Platt, Greg Mann and Barry Whelan who 

bring home trophies every time. 
 

Colin Whelan heads the membership recording team along with Ron Parrott, Lee Townsend, 

Brian Christian and Dallas Drake. This task is probably the most demanding of all jobs with 

the SB as it is essential to be accurate with members details, ensure email addresses are 
recorded for the newsletter mail-out, ensure we have the next of kin details and blood group 

in case of emergency. 
 

Due to the nature of our location where there is no free medical services like in Australia, you 
need to have funds on hand when needed quickly or the hospital will not treat you. Be like a 

good boy scout, be prepared. Individuals should have adequate medical or travel insurance. 
 

Welfare helpers are Graham Ross, Rudy Olree, Ron Parrott, William Thom, John Zahara, 

Steve Fletcher and quite a few more when the call for help goes out. 
 

A small office in a members home is the Veteran Support Centre for issues relating to 
Department of Veterans Affairs. We suggest you do your will or list of wishes, plan your 

departure from this earth, do not leave a mess behind for your family and friends to clean 
up!!!. We are so busy helping others we do little to help ourselves. 

 

Medical Missions involve some 30-40 members plus ‘WAGS’ (wives and girlfriends) every 
time making the missions successful as well as social outings. Many members participating, 

like Ian Briggs, James Williamson, Ron Binderman, Sue Johnston, Mal Morris, Dante Devera, 
Steve Morriss,ETC ETC. Sorry just too many to name all. Yes naming a few can be dangerous 

as missing a few names may upset some, please write and complain so that we know you are 
reading our newsletter. 
 

Australia Day Fiesta is our largest fundraising event with one again members joining in as 
required. A big effort from the WAGS again makes this day enjoyable. As with any RSL, 

commemoration is the VIP of our actions and a special pride to be the representatives of our 
country here in the Philippines. 

 
Grandview Tower proprietor Maurice Van Merkestiejn funds many wheelchairs, Dennis Barron 

is the source of hearing aids, Darren Roth donates his truck to carry large volumes of medical 
supplies, Starfish Enterprises and Savers Mart are the drinking water suppliers. Again, 
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apologies for naming a few and not all. 

 
It is a fact that very little has been publicized about Australian forces actions in WW2 during 

the liberation of the Philippines from the Japanese. There is no Australian war grave 
cemetery here although over 1,000 Australians lost their lives off the Luzon coast in the 

Philippines. 
 

As an RSL, we attend the Lingayen Ceremony in January each year as well as the Bataan 
Death March Ceremony in April, Clark cemetery for ANZAC Day in April, Hellship Memorial in 

July, Vietnam Veterans Day in August and Armistice Day in November. 
 

Angeles City RSL SB is a SB in every sense of the word without having premises to operate 

from, and we continue to grow. 
 

LEST WE FORGET 

 

 

Veterans have complained the use of unofficial medals 

detracts from those awarded by the nation.  

(Penny McLintock : ABC News)  

There are plans to create a punishable offence if people 

wear unofficial medals at commemorative events, such 

as Anzac Day. 

South Australia's Veterans Affairs Minister Jack 

Snelling said a veterans group had expressed concern 

about the number of people wearing medals and 

decorations which were not awarded by the nation. 

He said the concern had been raised with the Federal 

Government, which planned to legislate to create an offence. 

Mr Snelling told Parliament the legislation would make it an offence for anyone to wear non-official 

medals at remembrance events. 

"Uncharitably referred to as wannabes by the ex-service community, these men and women choose to 

wear commemorative medals awarded by their own organisation or purchased privately on their left 

breast where they are easily mistaken for medals awarded by their nation," he said. 

"Such conduct has been referred to as stolen valour." 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-05-17/crackdown-flagged-on-stolen-valour/4695646 

 
HOW TO SUCK EGGS (I am about to tell you) 

 2013 has been a bad year so far for members falling off the perch. So let’s try and slow 

that rate down, if not ccompletely, then some. 
 
Many illnesses can be detected by regular visits to your local doctor. Annual visits should be done by all 
members, and once you are over the age of 60, every six months. 
A checkup should include blood and urine tests as well as a physical examination. Blood pressure and 
sugar levels need to be watched (especially if you enjoy a cold beer on a hot day) on a regular basis 
(drinking SM Lite will assist the sugar level a bit).  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-05-17/a-victoria-cross-and-other-military-medals-awarded/4695658
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-05-17/a-victoria-cross-and-other-military-medals-awarded/4695658
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-05-17/crackdown-flagged-on-stolen-valour/4695646
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So all of this will only cost you a few Peso’s, less than an afternoon sitting in a bar, but may save your life 
and we can keep you as a valued member for longer. 

PLUS 
LOOK AFTER YOUR SELF MATE !!  
Don’t leave it all to your loved ones when you fall off the perch. Funeral plans can be bought for around a 
Peso 1,000 per month or pre-payment for around Peso 50,000. 
 
Most illnesses have a sign. Have a look at: 
FINGER NAILS are a very good indicator for health issues!!!  Pre-warning signs for shingles, liver problems 
etc. 
Vanishing fingernail moons are a good indication of vitamin B12 deficiency (beer drinkers watch out). 
 
RSL medical supplies feature low cost vitamins for members, plus for that extra boost, visit Dr DeGuzman 
and have a booster of ‘B’ complex. Many bar owners do this on a regular basis and you can be guaranteed 
to feel some extra energy. 
There, I have just told you how to suck eggs.   
 
 

WELFARE COMMITTEE MEETING RESULTS 
Our Welfare Committee met a couple of Tuesdays ago and made several recommendations: 
 

1. Requested assistance for Lindsay Drury with the blood registry. 
2. Approach Gerald Slide with the view to teach more members how to access the website. 
3. List members who are willing to help with hospital visitations. Currently we have Graham Ross, 

Rudy Olree, William Thom and John Zahara.  But, we need more volunteers please. 
4. A ‘men’s shed’ is a DVA funded programme. We can qualify once we have a location to operate 

from. The purpose is to provide a meeting place for veterans and friends where they are able to use 
basis skills such as carpentry, welding, motor mechanics etc and at the same time do charitable 
works. 

5. Continue to publish in the newsletter articles on travel insurance, travel advices, scams, flight 
options etc. 

6. List emergency numbers, such as credit card losses, fire, police, ambulance, hospitals, Australian 
Embassy Wardens and Consul. 

 
Note that this newsletter does list emergency and other contactable phone numbers.  Ed 
 

FROM OUR QUARTERMASTER 
As mentioned on page seven above, Dave “Kooka” Messant is the new quartermaster and has this 
message for all: 
I would appreciate any member selling stock from the clubroom to fill out the correct form for merchandise 
with size, amount paid filled in and the white copy along with the money given to the treasurer. 
I also request that any member with stock at home return it ASAP to enable me to stocktake all items and 
store all at the club room.  Thank you for your co-operation. 
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PRISONER-OF-WAR CARDS NOW DIGITISED 

Relatives of Australian servicemen who were interned as Japanese prisoners of war can now access details 
of their imprisonment online. 

Minister for the Arts Tony Burke and Minister for Veterans' Affairs Warren Snowdon today announced the 
National Archives have digitised 4,500 POW index cards given to Australia by the Japanese government 
last year. 

Each of these cards contains the details of one Australian, including the name, place of birth, nationality, 
rank and their place and date of capture. 

22,000 Australians were captured by the Japanese during World War II - with 8,000 dying in captivity and 
14,000 returning home. “Many families had no information about their loved ones who had been taken as 
prisoners of war, especially if they never returned,' Mr Burke said 

“Information on the reverse of the cards, written in Japanese, usually contains details of movements from 
one camp to another, sometimes with references to various Burmese and Thai villages. There may also be 
details of the cause and place of death and what happened to the remains. 

“For the families, these cards are the time capsules to explain the lost months. It’s the period where 
Australian records stopped and for many no further information had ever been available. 

“This ensures families can finally connect online with the last pieces of written information for loved ones 
who risked everything for Australia.” 

Mr Snowdon said the index cards received by the National Archives are not a complete list of all Australians 
taken prisoner by the Japanese in World War II. 

‘We recognise there are many Australian families out there who are anxious to have further information on 
what happened to their loved ones during the war and who will value an opportunity to examine this 
information,’ Mr Snowdon said. 

Because of their fragility, the original cards are not available for inspection so the Archives has made a 
special effort to have them digitised for online viewing. 

This follows digitisation of records last year from the Montevideo Maru tragedy to mark the 75th 
anniversary of the ship’s sinking on 1 July 1942.  

The prisoner-of-war index cards were provided by the Japanese government to the Australian Government 
at the same time, and since then, National Archives staff have been describing and digitising them. 

The cards are now available to the public on the National Archives ’Record Search database, through its 
website naa.gov.au (series A14171). 

http://naa.gov.au/
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Forgotten Vietnam vets demand due recognition for battles of Coral-Balmoral 

  Retired Major General Peter Phillips at 
home in Canberra with ten-year-old 
grand- daughter Sarah. He says his 
experiences in Vietnam as a D Company 
Commander were "life changing". Picture: 
Ray StrangeSource: News Limited 

IT was one of the most ferocious yet 
least known campaigns of the Vietnam 
War. 

In 26 days of torrid fighting during major 
enemy assaults on their fire support 
bases, 25 young Australian soldiers from 

the 1st and 3rd Battalions were killed and almost 100 wounded. 

More than 270 enemy were killed and dozens wounded and 11 prisoners taken. 

This month marks the 45th anniversary of the battles of Coral-Balmoral with veterans still wondering why 
the fighting has not been given the historical recognition it deserves. 

The two bases, north of Bien Hoa, were established to disrupt enemy troops withdrawing from Saigon 
during the so-called “Mini-Tet" offensive under an operation codenamed Toan Thang. 

Australian troops supported by Centurion tanks repelled numerous frontal enemy assaults by well-trained 
North Vietnamese Army regular troops and Vietcong guerrillas. 

Retired Major General Peter 
Phillips,(centre) then Major Phillips, D 
Company Commander, in Vietnam in 
1968. Picture: Ray Strange 

The first attack occurred at Coral on May 
12 and Balmoral was hit at 2.30am on 
May 26. 

Major General Peter Phillips was an 
infantry Major and the commanding 
officer of Delta Company 3 RAR at 
Coral-Balmoral. 

The former national president of the RSL this week recalled the largest actions fought by diggers over the 
longest period of time for the entire war. 

He conceded that Coral-Balmoral had been overshadowed by Long Tan where 18 Australians died in 
August 1966 when they defeated a vastly larger force and he said he had "no beef at all about that." 
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But General Phillips, who was awarded the Military Cross in August 1968, said he had always wondered 
why the battles had not been given the recognition they deserved in the official and unofficial histories of 
the war. 

"Balmoral was the high point for 'D' Company," he said. "We had been there for six months and we were at 
our peak at that time." 

The Company took the brunt of the initial assaults on Balmoral and while he would have liked his men to 
have been better dug in, Phillips said his machine gunners and diggers did a marvellous job in keeping the 
enemy off the wire. "I am not aware of any breeches and we were very lucky to have the tanks and their 
devastating fire power," he said. 

Australian and Kiwi artillery units also did a great job supporting the troops and providing superior fire 
power. 

General Phillips said he was saddened by the age of many of the enemy troops who were mere boys. 

He said he also found it hard to justify the war despite the fact that it was professionally very satisfying. 

"I still regret the loss of seven of my men during the year that we were there. They were all good, down to 
earth Aussies." 

Operation Toan Thang marked a watershed for the Australian Task Force with commanders forced to 
review tactics following the close calls during several key battles. 

Intelligence would play a greater role in determining patrol strength and quick reaction forces and rapid 
indirect fire support were stood up to back-up sub-units in the field. The combined arms team approach still 
applies today. 

Coral-Balmoral also proved once and for all the value of heavy armour as the tanks were credited with 
winning the day on several occasions. That led to the Army resisting all attempts to this day to remove 
tanks from the order of battle. 

General Phillips, who also served in the Malayan Emergency, served in the Army for another 20 years after 
his "life changing" experience in Vietnam. 

He is now retired and lives in Canberra where he enjoys the company of his five grandchildren. 
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LOOKING FOR:  house sitter wanted from 20 September to 4 November 
 

phone bob on +6390183321741 

 
(An opportunity for someone visiting and would like some cheap (free) accommodation). 
 

ANOTHER MESSAGE FROM THE QUARTERMASTER 
SURPLUS SHIRT SALE NOW IS ON. SEE KOOKA ANY TUESDAY BETWEEN 2PM AND 4 PM CLUB 
ROOMS PONDEROSA HOTEL. 

 
At least 15 ex-Servicemen have committed suicide since Christmas 

in the terrible toll of war. 

 
 RUTH LAMPERD, PATRICK CARLYON SUNDAY HERALD SUN  MARCH 16, 2013 11:00PM 20130523Th; tfd1-4; 0734h 

 

 

No records are kept of suicides after soldiers 

return from warzone. 

Source: Herald Sun 

 
A GOLD Card for a troubled soldier to cover 

the cost of his medical expenses for life was 

issued the day after he committed suicide last 

year. 

The Digger had returned from a deployment 

where he suffered post-traumatic stress 

disorder (PTSD) as well as physical injuries. 

His widow declined a request for an interview with the Herald Sun, and asked that the Digger's name not be 

published. 

But it has been claimed his ongoing battle with the Department of Veterans' Affairs to be upgraded from a White Card 

- which offers only a limited form of medical cover - compounded his PTSD. 

 

The revelation emerged as a Herald Sun investigation found the veterans community in Brisbane is reeling from 11 

suicides since Christmas, including former soldiers returned from Somalia, Rwanda, Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

They take them away, they break them, then they give them back to us 

Two ex-servicemen from Victoria, one from Sydney and one from Western Australia are also known to have taken 

their lives since the start of the year. 

Veterans' advocates say the tragic tally is a fraction of a hidden blight unrecorded by authorities and highlights serious 

inadequacies in the DVA's bureaucratic claims process, which often stretches veterans' battles for compensation out to 

two years. 

The DVA keeps no figures on suicides of past servicemen and women. It told the Herald Sun that it "aims to deal 

with all claims as efficiently as possible to ensure minimal impact on the individual". 

But another widow who lost her ex-Digger husband to suicide said resources to support ex-soldiers were insufficient. 
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Once soldiers such as her husband left the defence force, they became lost souls, she said. 

"They take them away, They break them, Then they give them back to us," the widow said. 

 

The Herald Sun is aware of one compensation case, still unresolved after six years, of a veteran paratrooper of 24 

years with PTSD; in another case it took four years to reach resolution in the favour of an ex-soldier. 

The concerning state of veterans' post-war battles comes as it also can be revealed: 

DOCTORS who treat ex-soldiers for mental illness report only 10 per cent of their patients have a smooth experience 

through the DVA compensation process. 

VETERAN support groups are bolstering advocate numbers to handle what they believe will be a deluge of claims 

for compensation, as veterans of recent conflicts such as Afghanistan and Iraq start to emerge with chronic mental 

illnesses. 

BETWEEN 10-20 per cent of claims for PTSD are turned down initially, but advocates claim 95 per cent of those are 

approved after appeal to the Veterans Review Board, tribunals and courts. 

A VICTORIAN soldier monitoring real-time video from drones on a high-definition screen at a control room in 

Afghanistan saw two of his mates killed in action, but the DVA refused PTSD status on a technicality - a decision 

later overturned on appeal. 

Australian Peacekeeper and Peacemaker Veterans Association advocate Michael Quinn said veterans' psychological 

illnesses often worsened when they were rejected for valid claims. "On the other side, with a pension or a Gold Card, 

they often become extremely reclusive and the downhill run is pretty much already started because of what the DVA 

have put them through," Mr Quinn said. 

He said the number of cases going to the Veterans Review Board had increased due to budget cutbacks and hasty 

decisions at the first point of call in the DVA. "Soldiers who come from a high-discipline, high-performing job like 

service in conflict find it hard to line up with people at Centrelink for money. It's demoralising for them." 

Queensland psychiatrist Dr Andrew Khoo treats veterans almost daily. He said the process for making a PTSD claim 

could be a bureaucratic maze that had become more complicated in the past decade. 

"Rather than the onus being on DVA to find out if people are not telling the truth, it seems that like the onus is on the 

guys to prove that they are not lying," Dr Khoo said. "This is the opposite to how it should be." 

Brisbane-based military compensation lawyer Brian Briggs, of Slater & Gordon, represents dozens of Diggers with 

disputed PTSD claims. "The DVA is under-resourced and I'm seeing a blowout in the time for claims to be accepted," 

Mr Briggs said. 

Delays had a direct bearing on the treatment options and mental wellbeing of clients left in limbo. 

Another psychiatrist, who asked not to be named, said servicemen and women caught in limbo waiting to be 

discharged from the military could turn to drugs and alcohol to fill a void that often ran to a year or more. "The 

military has not provided a system to know what to do with them in that time," he says. 

This view is supported by Angela Smith, widow of Darren Smith, who was killed in an IED blast in June 2010. 

A friend of many troubled Afghanistan veterans, she said the military had a "responsibility to tackle PTSD head on" - 

in individual cases - "instead of letting it come to them when it gets to breaking point". The issue isn't going to go 

away. 

Dr Khoo said almost 70,000 troops had been deployed since Timor. "I wonder if DVA is going to be prepared for 

what's coming," he said. 

The Australian Defence Force pointed to its suicide prevention and mental health screening programs designed to 

help curb suicide rates of its forces. 
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DISCLAIMER 
The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the 

R&SLA, the Committee and the 

Editor take no responsibilities for any 

errors, omissions or inaccuracies 

contained in this newsletter. Nor do 

they accept any liability for loss or 

damage suffered directly or indirectly 

for use of information contained in 

this newsletter. Nor do they warrant 

that articles or opinions published in 

this newsletter are necessarily the 

opinions held by the Sub-branch, the 

Committee or the Editor 

 

 

“The price of liberty is eternal vigilance” 

 

Lest we forget 
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EMERGENCY HOTLINES 

Police 
Hotline 

 166 

PNP Head 
Office AC  

Brgy Sto 
Domingo 
 

 

888-
6731 
322-
5755 
322-
0771 

Police 
Station 1  

Brgy Sto 
Rosario 

322-
7742 

Police 
Station 2  

Brgy 
Pampang 

888-
0781 

Police 
Station 3  

Brgy Pulong 
Maragul 

322-
3877 

Police 
Station 4  

Fields 
Avenue 

322-
2146 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Angeles Clarkfield Tourism 
Association (ACTA) 

Fields Avenue, 
Balibago 

625-9999 

Angeles Electric Company – 
Power Plant  

Pulung Maragul, 
Balibago 

625-9780 

City Fire Dept 
Hotline 

110 

Fire Dept 5 – Rizal 322-2333  

City Hall (Fire) 322-0502 

Balibago (Fire) 322-0671 

Medical  
 

Angeles University 
Medical Center 

322-8876 

Angeles Medical 
Center 

322-4632 

Mt. Carmel Medical 
Center 

963-4427 
860-1265 

Government 
Links   

Angeles City Hall 322-7230 
322-7231 

Department of 
Tourism – Region 
III 

625-8525 

Business Permit 
and Licensing 
Division 

893-1563 
322-7230 

Land 
Transportation 
Office (LTO) 
Angeles District 
Office  

626-0262 
892-6313  

Post Office – 
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Police 
Station 5W  

Brgy Cuayan 
322-
9188 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

Post Office – Balibago 323-5689 

Visa Info  
 

Philippines Bureau of 
Immigration   

Bureau of Immigration – 
AC 

892-6110 

Bureau of Immigration – 
Clark 

599-4402 
599-9000 

Bureau of Customs 599-7189 to 
7191 

Department of Foreign 
Affairs 

599-7777 
599-6555 

 

AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY MANILA 
+63-2-757-8100 
 
AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY WARDENS 
 
ANGELES CITY AREA 
JAMES CURTIS SMITH +63-917-503-
2602 
ROSS MANGAN +63-920-848-7530 
HARLEY MILSOP +63-919-851-3943 
ZAMBALES 
DOUGLAS ERRINGTON +63-927-838-
1645 
DUMAGUETE 
EDDIE SMITH +63-947-328-3805 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

http://www.immigration.gov.ph/
http://www.immigration.gov.ph/
tel:%2B63-917-503-2602
tel:%2B63-917-503-2602
tel:%2B63-920-848-7530
tel:%2B63-919-851-3943
tel:%2B63-927-838-1645
tel:%2B63-927-838-1645
tel:%2B63-947-328-3805
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PLEASE NOTE THIS LISTING IS 

SUPPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS 

IN ANGELES CITY .........NOT ALL 

ARE DISCOUNT PLACES 

 

BUSINESS NAME 

ALASKA BAR 

ANGELES FRIED CHICKEN 

AUSSIE TUCKER 

BABY DOLLS 

BLIND BEGGAR 

BLUE BOAR INN 

BLUE BOOK 

BLUE MONKEY BAR 

BODY SHOP 

BOOMERANG 

BRASS KNOB 

BUNNY BURGER 

BUNNY RANCH 

CANDY BAR 

CHERRYS & STAMPEDE 

 

CRAIG'S GROUP / GECKO'S 

CRAIG'S GROUP / PARADISE 

CRAIG'S GROUP / PLAYERS 

DET 5 

DIRTY DICKS 

DR HOLMS 

EMOTIONS/TOC/HOTEL 

ERUPTIONS 

FACIAL PLUS 

FRED'S PIES 

FRIENDS 

GARFIELDS 

GENTLEMANS 

GOLDEN NILE 

GRANDVIEW TOWERS 

GREEN BOTTLE BAR 

HANG OUT 

HANNAH 

HAPPY ROCK 

HMR AUCTION 

HONEY KO’S 

HONKY TONK 

IAUS 

ICE BAR 

JOHN POWER VISA 

KICK BACK & RELAX 

KINGS HEAD 

KOKOMO'S / ROADHOUSE 

KOKOMO'S ANGEL WITCH 

KOKOMO'S DEVIL WITCH 

KOKOMO'S REST. & HOTEL 

KOKOMO'S VOODOO 

LA BAMBA 

LOLLIPOP 

LOST IN ASIA 

MATRIX BRAWN 

MIDNIGHT ROCK 

MISS MAGIC 

MOON BAR 

NASTY DUCK 

ORCHID INN - ORCHID 

ORCHID INN - WILD ORCHID 

PEA EYE BAR 

PERIMETER SPORTS/DRILL SHACK 

PHILLIES 

PHOENIX 

PONDEROSA 

 

RAZIO RESTAURANT 

RHAPSODY 

ROADIES 

ROCKING HORSE 

SHOOTERS 

SILLY HAT 

SOUTHERN CROSS BUS A.C. 

SOUTHERN CROSS BUS MANILA 

SOUTHERN CROSS HOTEL A. C. 

 

SUNDAZE FURNITURE 

SWAGMAN 

T&A BAR 

TEQUILLA REEF 

THIGH HIGH BAR 

TREASURE ISLAND 

VALHALLA 

WALKABOUT 

WOBBLY BOOT 

 

 


