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TUESDAY, APRIL 1
AMOS 1
2 KINGS 8:7-15

“ …the LORD hath shewed me that.
he shall surely die.”

GOD CONTROLS THE DESTINY OF NATIONS
Amos was a herdsman from a place called Tekoa. He was also a gatherer
of figs. This simple farmer was called to be a prophet. God showed him
what would befall the nations around Israel. Amos was a prophet in the
days of king Uzziah of Judah (Azariah in 2 Kings 14:21) in 767-739 BC.
At that time Jeroboam II was the king of Israel.
The two nations then were prosperous and peaceful. However, greed,
injustice and hypocrisy thrived. The trend of social evils was the same
in the surrounding nations. God revealed through the prophets the
judgments that He would bring to eight nations. The first chapter
deals with five of these judgments. This shows that God controls the
destiny of all nations to the smallest detail, not only then but even
today. In Africa, the creation of Southern Sudan as a new nation in
2011 is a case in point. God has the last word on the destiny of any
nation. The prophet tells of the judgments of five nations.
Damascus is a reference to Syria since it is the main city of that nation.
It was a Gentile nation that lies to the north of Israel. This was a nation
that God did not directly address through the prophets, but prophecies
concerning this nation are common in the Old Testament. In 1 Kings
19:15, the prophet Elijah was commanded by the Lord to go and anoint
Hazael as king of Syria. This was carried out through the ministry of
Elisha (2 Kings 8:7-15). The message of the God of Israel also came to
the palace of Syria through the healing of Naaman, captain of the
Syrian army. This is a well-known story in the ministry of Elisha.
This interaction between Israel and Syria had a great bearing on
subsequent events. The Lord did not hide from Israel His plans on
Syria.

THOUGHT: The powers that be are ordained of God.
PRAYER: LORD, let there be peace in our nations.
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2
AMOS 1:3-5
ROMANS 2:12-18

“…when the Gentiles,…do by nature the things
contained in the law ...are a law unto themselves.”

THE JUDGMENT OF SYRIA
The fate of Damascus was determined. The Lord said He would not
turn away their punishment. This was because of their four grievous
transgressions. The number here is representative of full transgression
that deserves divine retribution.
The Lord said that He would send fire upon the house of Hazael and
would devour the palaces of Benhadad. These were well known kings
of Syria in those days and the Lord was saying that the royalty of Syria
would not be spared. Their specific transgression was that they
threshed Gilead with threshing instruments of iron. The description of
the judgment in verse 5 shows that it was not only the city that would
be destroyed, but the inhabitants including the royal family would
be visited by this judgment. The palaces would be burned up and the
people would be taken captive. The implication of captivity was that
they were going to be slaves of another nation. This is a humiliating
condition that no one likes to go through. However, as much as the
judgment of this nation was because of her transgressions, God
demonstrated His justice in His declaration of punishment for that
nation.
These nations did not have the complete revelation of God’s law like
Israel, but they had the moral responsibility to treat others as God had
revealed Himself to them.
The light of God’s general revelation is given to all peoples and nations.
They are answerable to God in their failure to exercise what is morally
right. This is the law that the Lord applied in this instance.
Today, we have the complete Word of God. What are we doing with it?

THOUGHT: God executes His justice on all people.
PRAYER: LORD, may I always obey Thy revealed will.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 3
AMOS 1:6-8
PROVERBS 14:26-35

“Righteousness exalteth a nation:
but sin is a reproach to any people.”

THE JUDGMENT OF GAZA
Gaza was the home of the Philistines, one of the earliest enemy nations
of Israel. The story of David and Goliath illustrated well the relationship
that existed between these two nations. Interestingly, that location
has retained the same name for centuries to this day. The situation
today has a parallel to that ancient historical past. Today, the place is
occupied by the Palestinians with limited autonomy from the modernday Israel. Due to historical factors, the antagonism between the two
nations has not ceased. The same situation exists in the same locality
today.
The prophecy of Amos was several years after David’s time, but the
two nations were never on friendly terms at any time. The
transgressions of Gaza, like Damascus, were said to be four, implying
the fullness of the transgression that deserved punishment. The Lord
affirmed that He would not turn away the punishment of this nation.
The main transgression of Gaza was that they carried away the whole
captivity and delivered them up to Edom. The people that they carried
captive were not identified. They could have been Israelites. They
were made slaves, or sold as labourers. Human trafficking is one of the
worst sins that man can commit against his own kind.
The punishment on this nation was the burning of their palaces by fire
which the Lord would send. The royal house was specifically mentioned
because that was where the power of the nation rested. Ashdod,
Ashkelon and Ekron were the chief cities of the Philistines, and the
Lord said that all these shall perish. Proverbs 14:34 says, “Righteousness
exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.” This is true
not just of Israel, but of every nation.

THOUGHT: God is glorified when righteousness is maintained.
PRAYER: LORD, free our nations from sin.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 4
AMOS 1:9-10
MATTHEW 15:21-28

“Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs
which fall from their masters’ table.”

THE JUDGMENT OF TYRE
Tyre (or Tyrus) was the chief city of Phoenicia. It was a commercial
centre and a seaport. It is located on the coast of modern Lebanon. The
reference to the city here refers to the whole nation.
Tyre was first mentioned in the Old Testament in Joshua 19:29. The
prophet Ezekiel described it in chapter 27 as a commercial city and also
predicted her fall. Other prophets also spoke of her defeat. The king of
Tyre provided King Solomon with materials for the building of the
temple in Jerusalem (1 Kings 5). The city also featured much in the New
Testament. Jesus visited the city as told in Matthew 15:21-28. Here was
where He met the Syro-Phoenician woman who pleaded with Him to
heal her daughter. Jesus tested her faith and found her to be wholly
committed to Him as Lord. The Apostle Paul also passed through Tyre
in his missionary journeys. It is a city that has existed for centuries.
The prophet Amos prophesied the fate of the city in the present text
together with others. Her transgressions were the same as those of
others. God also said that her punishment would stand. She could not
escape. Her transgression was similar to that of Gaza for they sold
slaves to Edom. In addition, she did not remember brotherly covenant.
Her punishment was the same as that of Gaza as her palaces were set to
be burned by fire.
When the authorities put in place inhumane laws such as toleration of
slavery, they sanctioned a violation of the basic rights of their subjects.
This became a reproach and God did not turn away but punished those
responsible. This is basically the message that the prophet Amos was
conveying to Tyre and all the nations mentioned.
Will you do good to your nation and to others?

THOUGHT: God observes all the actions of man.
PRAYER: LORD, may I always do good to others.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 5
AMOS 1:11-15
PROVERBS 21: 1-5

“The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD,
… he turneth it whithersoever he will.”

THE JUDGMENT OF EDOM AND AMMON
The Judgment of Edom: Edom has been mentioned severally in
connection with the transgression of other nations. She was a partner
in the violation of the people’s freedom. The inhabitants of Edom were
the descendants of Esau, the twin brother of Jacob. Her transgressions
were equal to that of other nations and her punishment would also
stand.
The specific transgression mentioned against Edom (v 11) was that he
pursued his brother with the sword and cast off all pity. Amos added
that Edom’s anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath forever.
This is descriptive of the cruelty of this nation. Teman and Bozrah
were the seats of power in Edom. These were destined to burn with fire
as punishment for the nation. This litany of judgments shows that God
is just and will not allow sin to flourish without punishment.
The Judgment of Ammon: This is the land to the east of Israel beyond
Jordan. She is a neighbour of Moab. It was on this side of River Jordan
that Moses gave land to the tribes of Reuben, Gad and Manasseh. It is
the location of modern Jordan. The capital city today retains the ancient
name as Amman. Her transgressions were also full as that of other
nations and punishment was determined against her. Her cruelty
included ripping up pregnant women in war to enlarge her border.
Her seat of power in Rabbah would also be consumed by fire, and war
shall be her punishment. Her king also would go into captivity together
with his princes.
There is no escape from the Lord’s wrath. God sees our individual
activities and transgressions. God controls the destiny of nations, and
our lives. What is your expected destiny?

THOUGHT: Individuals form nations and occupy positions of power.
PRAYER: LORD, save me from hurting others.
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LORD’S DAY, APRIL 6
AMOS 2:1-3
DEUTERONOMY 32:40-43

“... I will render vengeance to mine
enemies, and will reward
them that hate me.”

REJECTION OF GOD BRINGS GREATER JUDGMENT
The prophet Amos continued to reveal the coming judgments upon
three nations. One was a Gentile nation (Moab) and two were of the
house of Israel (Judah and Israel). There was widespread rebellion in
all these nations. God was determined to punish them. The last nation,
which comprised ten tribes of Israel, had a lengthy condemnation (vv
6-16). God gave His reasons for the stiff penalty. This was His verdict
of these lands.
The Judgment of Moab: The transgression of Moab was full and the
punishment determined against her of the Lord stood. Moab is the
land to the east of Palestine beyond Jordan. When Israel came from
Egypt, they came through this land and made war with the kings that
occupied this place. Mount Nebo, where Moses died, is in this land.
Moab was also the prominent place of birth of Ruth, the grandmother
of King David. There are other references to this land in the history of
Israel.
Moab joined the bandwagon of other nations in committing iniquity
and became a focus in the current prophecy. The specific transgression
at this point was that he burned the bones of the king of Edom into
lime. This could be a description of excessive cruelty and anger such
that after putting to death the king of Edom, they vented their anger on
the dead body and cremated it to ashes.
The Lord would send fire upon Moab and it would devour the palaces
of Kerioth. The seat of power would be brought down by violence and
consumed by fire. The tumult, shouting and sound of the trumpet were
indicators of the nature of her destruction. The chief officers of this
nation including the king would also die in battle. The Lord Himself
said He would cut off the judge in the midst thereof and slay all the
princes.
THOUGHT: Retributive justice is painful but cannot be avoided.
PRAYER: LORD, help me to be kind.
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MONDAY, APRIL 7
AMOS 2:4-5
DEUTERONOMY 4:7-8

“For what nation is there so great,
who hath God so nigh unto them…”

THE JUDGMENT OF JUDAH (1)
Judah was a nation made up of two tribes of Israel namely: Judah and
Benjamin. The kings came from the house of David. It was during the
time of King Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, that the nation of Israel
was divided into two. The king did not listen to wise counsel. His reign
proved to be too much for the people to bear.
The people of Israel made Jeroboam king and the house of Judah
remained with the son of David. The house of Benjamin also chose to
remain with Judah. The kings that came after Rehoboam were both
good and bad kings. The seat of power of Judah remained in Jerusalem.
Amos was a prophet during the time of King Uzziah of Judah. Uzziah
was the son of Amaziah and ascended the throne at the age of sixteen
years. He did that which was right in the sight of the Lord and the Lord
made him to prosper (2 Chron 26:1-4). Before him there were bad kings
who compromised with idolatrous Israel. The nation was thus not
spared from the rod of chastisement that the Lord pronounced through
Amos.
The transgression of Judah, like the other nations, was also full. It had
reached a point where the Lord had to act. Thus He vowed not to turn
away the punishment of Judah. The specific transgression was that
they despised the Law of the Lord and did not keep the commandments.
This was a nation that was entrusted with the Law of the Lord from
Moses. Deuteronomy 4:7-8 ascribes superiority to the God of Israel
and the Law that He gave to the nation. Its statutes and judgments
were so righteous that no other nation could compare to it. In
Deuteronomy 4:13, He called the Ten Commandments a covenant. The
nation was also called a holy people to the Lord their God and the Lord
had chosen them to be a special people to Himself, above all the people
that were upon the face of the earth (Deut 7:6).

THOUGHT: Special privilege to Israel is not a cause to despise God.
PRAYER: LORD, may I not despise Thy law.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 8
AMOS 2:4-5
2 CHRONICLES 36:9-21

“And they burnt the house of God, and
brake down the wall of Jerusalem…”

THE JUDGMENT OF JUDAH (2)
Judah was the heir of the covenant that the Lord had made with the
whole nation. Their transgression amounted to the rejection of God
and it became a source of every evil. One sin that became evident was
that the nation was characterised by lies just like their fathers. This sin
created enmity and mistrust among the brethren and spelt death to any
moral standing. A nation built on such a foundation was surely doomed
to fail. The nation that God had chosen was headed to self-destruction.
Jerusalem was the chief city that David had chosen; it was also a
spiritual centre where the Temple was located. Solomon built this
magnificent landmark and held a great feast at the dedication of this
house. All Israel went there at the appointed time every year to worship
God. This city was the heart of the nation in many aspects. Zionism is
the patriotic philosophy of the Jews to this day. Zion is the mountain
on which Jerusalem stands. However, now, due to the transgression of
Judah, it was earmarked for destruction. The Lord said that He “will
send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem”
(Amos 2:5). This was literally fulfilled when Nebuchadnezzer invaded
Jerusalem and slew their young men with the sword. In the aftermath of
the slaughter, the Babylonians took away anything that was valuable,
and “…they burned the house of God, and brake down the wall of
Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed
all the goodly vessels thereof” (2 Chron 36:19). Those who did not die
by the sword were taken captive to be slaves in Babylon.
There is nothing more painful than this calamity that befell Judah.
However, these events testify of the sovereignty of God and His justice.
Submission to God’s Law and upholding righteousness are the means
to inherit His blessings and salvation.

THOUGHT: No one can reject God and escape judgment.
PRAYER: LORD, help me to heed Thy warning.
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9
AMOS 2:6-16
1 KINGS 12:24-33

“Thus saith the LORD… return every man to
his house; for this thing is from me...”

THE JUDGMENT OF ISRAEL
The prophet gave a lengthy pronouncement of the judgment of Israel.
Israel is now a reference to the Northern Kingdom of the divided
kingdom. The seat of her power was in Samaria.
Jeroboam the first king of the divided nation started badly as he made
idols of golden calf and set them up in Dan and Bethel. He set a bad
precedent as he institutionalised idol worship in the nation that knew
God. His sin became a proverb and a yardstick for describing every
evil king in the nation. His transgressions were at their fullest during
Amos’s time. Their punishment could not be turned away. The nation
was said to have sold the righteous for material gains and have made
others slaves. These are social evils that a nation cannot tolerate, for
the Law of the Lord prescribes a high standard of morality. The idolatry
of Jeroboam opened a floodgate of all evils. In addition to oppressing
others, they also profaned the land with their adulterous lifestyle of
the worst kind. God had to punish the nation.
This prophecy came to fulfilment before that of Judah. Samaria was
completely destroyed and the nation was taken captive to Assyria,
never to return. Also, unlike Jerusalem, the ruins of that city were
never rebuilt.
The Lord said that He had chased away the Ammorites from the land of
Canaan to allow Israel to settle in the land. He sent prophets to instruct
and to warn them but they rejected the prophets of God. The Lord thus
pledged to paralyze their army. Their brave men fled and the nation had
no defence. This came to pass exactly as the prophet had warned.
They were all inclined to the kingdom of Satan and Satan succeeded in
winning them over. Are you inclined to the kingdom of Satan? Has
Satan succeeded in winning you over?

THOUGHT: God has sufficient witness to keep His people.
PRAYER: LORD, may I take heed to Thy witness.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 10
AMOS 3:1-5
2 CORINTHIANS 6:14-7:1

“Be ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers…”

THE CONDEMNATION OF SAMARIA
The days of Amos were peaceful and prosperous in both Israel and
Judah. However, Israel had not ceased in their idolatry and rebellion.
God did not overlook their sins. He sent His prophets to warn them.
His prophets’ messages were repeated so that those who feared the
Lord may repent. Amos’s message in today’s text is as follows.
A warning is given to Israel: The message is directed to the whole
house of Israel. Even though the nation was divided into two
administratively, both Israel and Judah were heirs to God’s covenant.
The Lord at different intervals sent prophets to one or both of them
and both were treated as a nation that knew the Law of God and the
promises to their fathers.
Amos prophesied in Bethel, one of the centres of idol worship created
by Jeroboam I. His message was mainly directed at Samaria. The Lord
made this declaration concerning the nation, “You only have I known
of all the families of the earth: therefore I will punish you for all your
iniquities” (Amos 3:2). They should have known better than the other
nations. Despite their rejection of God and His Law, God still sent them
prophets to warn them. God’s desire was that they might listen and be
revived. When God said that two cannot walk together except they be
agreed, it means that it was incompatible for them to worship idols.
The prophet observed that a lion roared when it had made a kill, but
when hungry it slept waiting for a convenient time to catch a prey. It
would not cry out of its den when it had taken nothing. Amos was
painting a picture of the relationship between Israel and the Lord. He
also used the example of a snare and the catching of birds. He showed
the logic of the impossibility of a bird falling to the earth without a
snare. He used these examples as they were the everyday experiences
of the people and they could easily identify with the messages.

THOUGHT: Israel ought to listen to the voice of the Lord.
PRAYER: LORD, may I not go against Thy admonition.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 11
AMOS 3:1-5
ROMANS 1:18-25

“… the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness…”

THE DEPTH OF THE SIN OF ISRAEL
The nation’s transgression was so obvious: their king had officially
sanctioned idol worship, and the people did not see anything amiss in
worshipping the golden calf in Dan and Bethel.
The sin of Jeroboam I became a yardstick for every wicked king of
Israel. Thus his name’s sake, Jeroboam II (who was the king at the time
of Amos) also did evil in the sight of the Lord and did not depart from
the sins of Jeroboam I who made Israel to sin. The nation’s rejection of
God was their undoing because they had no spiritual direction. A sailor
without a compass is headed for disaster.
Despite the official acceptance of idolatry, God sent prophets to bear
witness for Him. As a result, many in Israel listened and did not worship
idols. This truth was revealed at the time of the prophet Elijah. He was
in despair and said that he was the only one left and he was being
hunted down. (Jezebel had vowed to put him to death after the episode
at Mount Carmel.) The Lord encouraged him and revealed to him that
there were seven thousand in Israel who had not bowed their knees to
Baal (1 Kings 19:10, 18). This was also true in the time of Amos. The
Word of the Lord was not proclaimed in vain. There were those who
listened. It is the same today. There is so much evil in so many nations.
The worldly mindset is that even God’s moral law is dynamic and man
can change it. This was what Paul meant when he said that they
“changed the truth of God into a lie” (Rom 1:25). However, there are
also messengers of God who bear witness to the truth. Their impact
may be insignificant in the eyes of the world, but God uses them to set
apart those whom He has called. The Lord Jesus Christ in His
eschatological message in Matthew 24:14 promised that the gospel of
the kingdom shall be preached for a witness to all nations.

THOUGHT: Despite the prediction of evil, there is hope of salvation.
PRAYER: LORD, let me never bow my knee to Baal.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 12
AMOS 3:6-10
2 CHRONICLES 36:15

“And the LORD God of their fathers
sent to them by his messengers…”

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD
God punishes evil. His righteousness demands retribution for
wrongdoing. Such is the character of God. This is revealed in the
prophet Amos’s message.
Amos again used the situations that were familiar with the people to
make his point clear. In those days, the trumpet was used as an alarm
signal mainly for a call to war. A particular sound indicated the nature
of its message. It was natural for people thus to react to the sound of
the trumpet. Amos said that it was so with the evil that came to a city:
it had to be a move of the Lord because of sin. And God will make it
clear that He sent His messengers to warn them. Amos said in verse 7,
“Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret
unto his servants the prophets.”
Regardless of the sin of Israel, God did not only send His prophets to
warn them. He also gave them opportunity to repent. Their witness
signified the presence of the Lord before them. There were nations
around Israel that had mighty military and economic power and even
advanced administration systems. However, none of them had a
prophet from the Lord ato tell them of the way of righteousness. They
operated in the dark and their efforts were limited to human power.
They worshipped idols and, to some extent, they exercised law and
order. Those who would listen in Israel were saved as they had direct
revelation from heaven.
The lion is the king of the jungle. His roar attracts everyone’s attention
and everyone tries to find a quick means of escape. The prophet Amos
compared this reaction to that of the people when they were to hear
the voice of the Lord. Anyone who has heard the voice of the Lord
must transmit God’s message to others.

THOUGHT: (Read 2 Peter 1:21.)
PRAYER: LORD, let me always listen to Thy messengers.
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LORD’S DAY, APRIL 13
AMOS 3:10-15
PSALM 8

“O LORD our Lord, how excellent is
thy name in all the earth!...”

GOD’S INSTRUMENT OF PUNISHMENT
God used foreign nations to punish Israel. The wrath of these nations
was a painful and humiliating instrument. God wanted to lead Israel to
repentance.
Ashdod was one of the chief cities of the Philistines. The Philistines
were the traditional enemies of Israel. Egypt, a distant neighbour, was
also one of Israel’s enemies. It was in Egypt that Israel had grown to be
a big nation and God brought them out of Egypt through the hand of
Moses. The threat was that Israel was to be delivered again to these
enemies. Their armies assembled in the mountains of Samaria and there
were great tumults and oppression in the land. The reason is found in
verse 10. The kings of the land were the instigators of evil. They led
the nation in a collision course with the Lord. Then, the punishment
followed.
The position of Israel then can be compared to the prevalent nominalism
in the church today. They pay lip service to the Lord. Their hearts are
far away from Him. Like Israel of old, the sword of punishment stands
before them. The Lord calls the faithful to come to Him and be saved.
Come to the Saviour now, do not delay!
The punishment of Israel was that an adversary would be sent against
them (v 11). These invaders subdued the nation completely. The
expression in verse 12 indicates an attempt to rescue the nation when
it was already destroyed and beyond repair. Rescuing the two legs of
a sheep from the mouth of a lion will not bring the sheep back alive.
This was what happened to Samaria in the hands of the Assyrians. The
land will be devoured and the prophet was told to convey that message.
All wickedness is punishable by death.

THOUGHT: There is a gift of God for all who will repent.
PRAYER: Let me never lose sight of the warning of the Lord.
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MONDAY, APRIL 14
AMOS 4:1-5
DEUTERONOMY 6:1-5

“And thou shalt love the LORD
thy God with all thine heart…”

A CALL TO ISRAEL TO MEET WITH GOD (1)
God’s desire for Israel was that they return to Him. He addressed them
here in verse 1 as “kine of Bashan” (kine is an old English plural noun
meaning cows). He was calling for their attention to listen.
Their sin was increased and they were punished for it. Read Amos 4:2.
God continued to invite them to humble themselves and to repent. God
is always gracious and it is His desire that all may be saved. This is the
revelation of this text.
The message was delivered to the nation of Israel in the mountains of
Samaria. Amos addressed them directly by the Word of the Lord. He
used the idiom of cows as he had a background as a herdsman. The
cattle of Bashan were fat and seemed contented. This was a description
of Israel as seen by the prophet Amos. Their conduct was portrayed as
a negative picture.
The greatest commandment in the Law after the love of God is love for
one’s neighbour. Christ stated this as a summary of the Ten
Commandments. This guides us in the way we treat our family members,
servants and neighbours. Such obedience was absent in Israel because
they rejected God and accepted idolatry. This made them enemies of
the poor and needy. They lost their love for their fellow men and
oppressed them instead for their own gain. When people forget God,
the flesh manifests itself to the full. The virtue of kindness is lost and
they ill-treat others to satisfy their egos. This kind of attitude will
persist as long as one is alienated from the Creator. This was the case
in Samaria and God had to correct them and save the helpless. The
Lord will visit them with vengeance for that transgression.

THOUGHT: “…love thy neighbour as thyself” (Matt 19:19).
PRAYER: LORD, may I always show kindness to the needy.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 15
AMOS 4:1-5
2 CORINTHIANS 5:17-21

“Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature…”

A CALL TO ISRAEL TO MEET WITH GOD (2)
Amos used strong language to show the people that they cannot
escape the predicted vengeance. Fishing with hooks means catching
fish one by one, and this statement as a figure of speech means that
the Lord will punish individuals according to their own sins.
It was a clear message to Israel that each of them had to be responsible
for his own deeds. The righteousness of God always treats
transgressors the same way. God’s Law is eternal and all have to obey
it or face His justice. Paul said that a man in Christ is a new creature and
old things are passed away. Newness of life comes with salvation. The
call to Israel in this text was that they must mend their ways and turn to
God. The character of Samaria can be seen in those who live after the
flesh. They need to live by the Spirit.
The escape by the breaches described in verse 3 tells of the nature of
the coming calamity. It will be fearful and there will be no time to escape
by the gates of the city. The walls of the city will be broken to create
breaches for escape. This means that the city will be taken by violence
by an invading army. The people will try to use every means available
to escape. It was a sad time for the nation. All these had been determined
for Israel unless they returned to the Lord. Subsequent history proved
the accuracy of the prophecy. Come to the Saviour, never delay!
Bethel was the centre of idol worship. The call for Israel by Amos to
come to this place and to transgress was not in support of idolatry.
Amos was rather saying to them: “Play with fire and you will see what
happens.” This was the picture of Israel at that time. Gilgal was another
centre. Amos told them that all they were doing would multiply their
transgressions.

THOUGHT: Newness of life comes after repentance.
PRAYER: LORD, may I come to Thee as a new creature.
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16
AMOS 4:4-13
1 TIMOTHY 6:11-16

“That thou keep this commandment
without spot, unrebukeable…”

A CALL TO ISRAEL TO MEET WITH GOD (3)
Israel offered daily sacrifices and gave tithes every three years. These
exercises made them appear to be keeping the Law. However, these
were done only to satisfy any questioning about their departure from
God. They had a form of godliness but they denied the power of it. In
addition, their sacrifices included leaven bread which was forbidden in
the Law. In other words, their whole worship was vain.
They did differently from the guidelines given to them through Moses.
Their practices were ordinances of their own invention, and were not
different from the nations that did not know God. They were contented
to do what they did, but they had sinister motives. Pride was the main
cause of their departure. When their king instituted idolatry, it was for
political reasons: to prevent Israel from interacting with Judah. The
people also wanted to exalt their independence and shame the house
of David. They desired to please their king and they did all he said with
total disregard for God.
There is a parallel to this situation in every generation. People justify
evil by putting the blame on others. Today, homosexuality is justified
by ascribing it to natural genetic conditions that cannot be helped.
This is shouted on the rooftops, disregarding biblical condemnation
of it. There are those of this persuasion who profess Christianity. There
is no greater hypocrisy than this in today’s modern age. God has given
them up to their lusts. The time of punishment will come.
God had been gracious to Israel. He had provided bread for them and
they lacked nothing. Yet, they rebelled against God. When God took
away His provisions, they still refused to repent. They ignored the
goodness of God. They strove to please their earthly king at the expense
of serving the Lord who had done great things for them.

THOUGHT: God’s Law stands the same at all times.
PRAYER: LORD, may I always be prepared to meet Thee.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 17
AMOS 5:1-6
LAMENTATIONS 1:1-11

“The adversary hath spread out his
hand upon all her pleasant things…”

THE PROPHET’S LAMENTATIONS OVER ISRAEL (1)
The prophet’s lamentation came before the events predicted were
fulfilled. Usually God’s prophets spoke of future events as if they had
taken place already. They were sure that the events would come to
pass because God said so.
A lamentation is a mourning song that follows a sorrowful calamity.
Amos interpreted the prevailing situation in Israel according to the
righteousness and justice of God. He called the nation back to God and
threatened painful consequences for disobedience. This is the train of
the lamentation.
Amos addressed the house of Israel, referring to the ten tribes of the
Northern Kingdom then ruled by Jeroboam II. The message was a
negative one because the nation was disobedient to God. He delivered
the message as a lamentation because of the grave consequences that
would follow. He said that the virgin of Israel was fallen (i.e. the holiness
of the nation had departed) and that there was none to raise them up.
They were forsaken. Their rejection of God became the watershed of all
the evil that was rampant in the land. Their idolatry always stood as a
testimony to that rejection and the prophet chided them for this. At the
same time, they were warned of the judgment to come. It was prophesied
that their cities would be deserted by up to ninety per cent of the
inhabitants. A small number would be left in their cities. This was a sad
end, but God was still gracious to them and gave them an opportunity
to put the matter right.
The nation was called to seek God and live. They were not allowed to
seek Bethel or enter into Gilgal. The names and activities that went on
in these cities were well known to the people.

THOUGHT: Seeking God averts calamity.
PRAYER: LORD, may I always heed Thy warnings.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 18
AMOS 5:7-15
LAMENTATIONS 5:1-12

“... seek those things which are above…”

THE PROPHET’S LAMENTATIONS OVER ISRAEL (2)
Gilgal was Israel’s first camp after crossing River Jordan. It formed the
border between Judah and Benjamin. Here, twelve memorial stones,
taken from the river bed, were set up by Joshua after the miraculous
river crossing. Here, the people were circumcised in preparation of
their possession of the land. Gilgal means a wheel. Read Joshua 5:9.
The Passover was celebrated and the other landmark events took place
here. It was for this reason that Israel held the city in high regard and
was closely attached to it.
Bethel was known as the centre of idolatry (among other things) created
by Jeroboam. Beersheba was the southern-most city in Judah. They
were also centres for trade and other earthly activities. They might
have been useful or harmful to the people, but the common factor was
lack of interest in seeking God. The prophet Amos told them that they
toiled in vain so long as they neglected God. The prophet’s call in
verses 14 to 15 summed up the idea of his message. They were asked to
seek good and live, and Amos said this repeatedly. If they did not take
heed, then regrettable consequences would follow.
Amos gave a strong encouragement to seek God. The Lord was
described by the wonders of His creations. Amos ended by saying,
“…The LORD is his name” (Amos 5:8). This expresses the feeling of
the prophet and the tone of his speech. He wished to stress the
importance of what he was saying as there was a general reluctance to
take heed of his words. Some of the people might have been agreeable
with what he was saying but showed little enthusiasm in adopting the
exhortation of the prophet. This means they were sitting on the fence
and could easily side with the idolaters.

THOUGHT: If the LORD is God, worship Him.
PRAYER: LORD, help me to be decisive in following Thee.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 19
AMOS 5:10-15
1 TIMOTHY 6:3-10

“But godliness with
contentment is great gain.”

THE PROPHET’S LAMENTATIONS OVER ISRAEL (3)
Amos said that God was able to make the spoiled strong enough to
fight back and take a fortress. In other words, they must not
underestimate the strength of the weak, because God was able to give
them the upper hand.
The general attitude of the people was thus described in verse 10:
“They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him that
speaketh uprightly.” They hated God’s prophets, including Amos.
The public opinion was inclined to the official position of their king.
The rulers of Israel then were interested in keeping their political position
and in so doing they corrupted the worship of the true God. The
prophets were lone voices and no one gave heed to them.
The sin of the nation did not allow them to enjoy their ill-gotten wealth.
Amos told them that they treaded on the poor to multiply their revenues
and build goodly houses. They would not live in those houses and
would not drink of the wine from their vineyards. The Lord was going
to visit their sin soon and lead them away from their own homes. It is
also worth noting that Amos had said earlier that some would remain.
The only way out was to take up God’s offer and seek Him
wholeheartedly.
God described the sin of the nation in these words, “For I know your
manifold transgressions and your mighty sins: they afflict the just,
they take a bribe, and they turn aside the poor in the gate from their
right” (Amos 5:12). He said that in such times the prudent would keep
silent so that they would not be seen as partakers of those
transgressions. The remedy was to seek good and not evil. The Lord
God would be with those who heeded His Word.

THOUGHT: It is logical to hate evil and do good.
PRAYER: May I do good and avert the calamities described.
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LORD’S DAY, APRIL 20
AMOS 5:16-27
ROMANS 1:16

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto salvation…”

THE PROPHET’S LAMENTATIONS OVER ISRAEL (4)
The Lord had given warnings from Noah to Christ. The warnings were
the same and the consequences of disobedience were also the same.
Listening ears will take heed. The time of visitation was going to be
very painful and humiliating for Israel.
The fate of the nation was thus shown in Amos 5:16-18, “Therefore the
LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord, saith thus; Wailing shall be in all
streets; and they shall say in all the highways, Alas! alas! and they
shall call the husbandman to mourning, and such as are skilful of
lamentation to wailing. And in all vineyards shall be wailing: for I
will pass through thee, saith the LORD. Woe unto you that desire the
day of the LORD! to what end is it for you? the day of the LORD is
darkness, and not light.” It was indeed a dark hour for them. A prisoner
of war and a refugee shared the same fate. They had lost their homes
and were at the mercy of their captors. It was a miserable situation. The
status of Israel after this was forced slavery. Like death, that misery
stared them in the eye. They were as one surrounded by a lion, a bear
and a serpent. There was no escape, only death coming upon Israel.
No one could ignore the warning of the Lord and escape judgment.
Their worship had no effect. They had feast days and solemn
assemblies. They offered burnt offerings and meat offerings of fat
beasts. The Lord said He despised and hated them. The Lord heard not
the noise of their musical instruments. Judgment was unstoppable as
waters of a mighty stream. They gave their worship to their idols Moloch
and Chiun. It was a great contrast from the forty years that Israel
offered sacrifices to God in the wilderness under Moses. Captivity was
looming. The prophet knowing this could only lament. Shall we not
lament today for the lost world around us? We must bear a testimony
that is beyond reproach.

THOUGHT: God is consistent in His rebuke of Israel.
PRAYER: May I seek Thy face today, O LORD.
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MONDAY, APRIL 21
AMOS 6:1-6
PROVERBS 3:5-7

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart;
and lean not unto thine own
understanding.”

THE DAY OF VENGEANCE IS COMING TO ISRAEL
When Amos prophesied, the land of Israel was at peace and had all the
everyday necessities. However, their rejection of God was a thorn in
their flesh. This was the mother of all evils and the cause of God’s
vengeance. A chastisement from on high can be very painful. The Lord
repeatedly sent prophets to warn them. But, who listened? It was a
recurring scenario that must teach God’s people an eternal lesson.
The prophet began in the first verse to reveal the destiny of the nation
of Israel because of their sins. Both kingdoms of the covenant people
were referred to as Zion and Samaria. God’s messenger pronounced a
woe on both in this continuation of his lamentation. He called them
“chief of the nations” (Amos 6:1) from whom the house of Israel came.
This pronouncement speaks of the unpleasant fate that was to befall
them. When the prophet said this, the people knew what he was talking
about because they were guilty and could not approach the Lord with
confidence. They had given their hearts to idols and did not have any
peace in themselves. Israel was compared to their neighbours Calneh
(a city of Nimrod mentioned in Genesis 10:9-10), and also with Hamath
(the part of Syria bordering Israel) and also Gath (the chief city of the
Philistines). All these were heathen nations and the dignity of Israel
had fallen to their level since they did not know God. Amos asked if
they were better than those kingdoms or if their border was greater
than theirs.
The evil day mentioned in verse 3 is the day of God’s visitation when
He will cause the seat of violence to come near. This predicted violence
was His chastisement. They idled away thinking that evil was far. This
is the usual mindset of people who live according to the counsel of
their own hearts. The nation was destined for vengeance and judgment
would surely come upon her.

THOUGHT: Do my friends determine my spiritual life?
PRAYER: LORD, let me always stand on Thy side.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 22
AMOS 6:7-14
PROVERBS 16:3-4

“The LORD hath made all things for himself:
yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.”

THE DAY OF ISRAEL’S CAPTIVITY
Here is a further comment on this prophecy. “The day of Israel’s
captivity, threatened by the Lord, and prophesied of by the prophets;
by this prophet, and by Hoshea and others: this they endeavoured to
put out of their minds and thoughts, and supposed it to be at a great
distance, yea, hoped it never would be; and like the Jews, with respect
to their captivity, and the destruction of their city, said it was not near,
but prolonged, yea, would never come to pass, Eze 11:3; so some men
put far from them the day of death; which though to a good man is
better than the day of his birth, yet to a wicked man is an evil and
terrible day; he do not care to hear or speak, or think of it, lest it should
dampen his carnal joys and pleasures: as also the day of Christ’s coming
to judgment; which though a good man hastens to in his affections,
desires, and prayers, wicked men set at the greatest distance, yea,
scoff at it, as believing it never will be, and to show that they are in no
pain or uneasiness about it; see Isa 56:12” (John Gill).
The verdict of heaven and its sentence came to pass. As God had
determined upon Israel, He fulfilled it. This tells us today to listen with
both ears. Israel adopted a stereotype attitude: They lived in luxury
and had a feeling of satisfaction and enjoyed their wealth and comfort
of their homes. They were enjoying their riches because God had given
them peace, but they were not thankful. They turned their attention to
other gods or gave themselves credit for what they had. The prophet
likened their attitude to the way Joseph’s brothers treated Joseph and
sold him as a slave. They were not grieved for his affliction and wanted
to get rid of him. They had no moral conscience to care for brothers
who were needy. They were self-contented and did not have any love.
They did not know that it was the Lord who built a house and that their
labour in fortifying themselves was all vain.

THOUGHT: The Lord can keep a city and without military might.
PRAYER: Let me be thankful for Thy provision.
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23
AMOS 6:7-14
2 KINGS 17:1-23

“Yet the LORD testified against Israel,
and against Judah, by all the prophets…”

THE FOLLY OF ISRAEL
The nation acted in folly and missed the crown of knowledge and
prudence. When the day of evil came, both kings of Israel and Judah
were delivered to their respective captors. Physical prosperity could
not bring them back to God; there was no good in them. Jeremiah wrote
that the heart is deceitful and desperately wicked and no man knows it.
Paul declared in more plain language that all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God. In theology, it is said that man is totally
depraved. This is defined clearly by John Calvin. Israel acted out of
their immediate circumstances, but the hand of providence overruled
their activities. Their escape could come only if they submitted to the
Lord, but like many they were victims of procrastination. This fencesitting attitude brought them misery in the end. Believers must not
postpone their repentance when they are guilty. The time of salvation
is now.
The highlight of their sins was the day of evil. God had decreed in
heaven that Israel would go into captivity. This fate was declared with
finality. When a sentence is pronounced in a court of law, the victims
are all ears. Such pronouncement is not subject to change except by
the same court. The sentence had been pronounced on the nation that
had rejected God and it was final.
Their banquet was removed, eating and drinking was no more, and
they had to feed on the bread of affliction. The comfort of their couches
was taken away. Those who lived in the royal palace were comfortable
as they lacked nothing. God pronounced with an oath that He abhorred
the excellency of Jacob and hated his palaces; therefore He would
deliver the city with its inhabitants to their enemies. It would be a time
of great suffering as households counted their dead. They disregarded
the warnings, but God however was not silent.

THOUGHT: God gave Israel a message of hope by the prophets.
PRAYER: LORD, open the hearts of my loved ones who are lost in sin.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 24
AMOS 7:1-6
JEREMIAH 26:12-19

“The LORD sent me to prophesy…
all the words that ye have heard.”

AMOS DEFENDS HIS PROPHECY
The prophecies of Amos were becoming bitter for the priest of the idol
altar in Bethel. However, the prophet Amos could not cease to speak.
He defended his call as a prophet and also reaffirmed what he had said.
As for the false priest, he would suffer the same fate as the rest of the
nation and would die in captivity. Amos showed by illustration and in
a direct speech the certainty of his words. God would use agents to
put the nation to a moral test. The presence of a false priest attested to
their departure from the Lord.
Grasshoppers became God’s agents of destruction. They were little
creatures, in the context in which the word was used. It referred to
green insects which ate up the crops as soon as they sprouted. When
this occurred, there would be no harvest. As they also destroyed the
grass, there would be no grazing for their cattle. This was an economic
devastation. This was God’s hand against Israel as they turned their
backs on Him. The prophet pleaded with the Lord. Read Amos 7:2-3.
The next agent of destruction the Lord showed to the prophet was fire.
It would come and devour the great deep and eat up a part. The prophet
knew the magnitude of its destruction. Thus he pleaded with the Lord
to cease, saying that Jacob had no one to rise for he was small. The
Lord hearkened to his plea. He repented and told Amos it would not be,
thus the nation was spared of another calamity.
These were manifestations of God’s longsuffering for the wayward
people. The prophet’s desire also was that the people should listen to
his warning and return to the Lord. The Lord used him to change the
hearts of those people to turn them away from idolatry.

THOUGHT: God is gracious in calling sinners to repentance.
PRAYER: LORD, grant boldness to Thy servants to speak for Thee.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 25
AMOS 7:7-9
DANIEL 5:17-28

“...Thou art weighed in the balances,
and art found wanting.”

THE NATION IS PUT TO A MORAL TEST
The Lord used an object to put to test the moral standing of the nation.
The prophet said He showed him a plumb-line, which is a mass of lead
attached to a line, and is used to ascertain a perpendicular position of
buildings and the like. This simple instrument is still used today by
masons in laying stones of a building. Its mention here shows that it is
an ancient instrument. In this context it is shown as a measure for the
nation’s commitment in obeying the Lord.
They were people who had the law of God with them and knew what
God required of them. However, they were inclined to live and please
men rather than God. They were more loyal to their king and their own
opinions than to God. When the instrument was applied, they were
found wanting and had to face divine sentence. The Lord pronounced
this sentence through the mouth of Amos. He pledged that He would
not pass by them anymore. He had waited too long for them to change
but that was not forthcoming. They had the main altar of their idol in
Bethel and other high places where they sacrificed. The Lord said that
these would be desolate and their sanctuaries would be laid waste.
The house of Jeroboam which was the symbol of the abomination in
the nation was to perish by the sword. The attitude of the king towards
Amos is not shown, but he must have commissioned some of his
servants to deal with him. The king’s house is specifically mentioned
because they are the ones who could bring change in the nation, but,
on the contrary, they upheld the idolatry of their first king. As stated
earlier, this amounted to rejection of God and became a watershed of all
the evils that characterised the nation of Israel.

THOUGHT: Every false teacher deserves divine punishment.
PRAYER: Lord, revive Thy church today.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 26
AMOS 7:10-17
2 KINGS 17:18-24

“Therefore the LORD was very angry with
Israel, and removed them out of his sight...”

THE NATION’S FATE IS SEALED
As for the captivity, it was a forgone conclusion. This is well documented
in the history of Israel. The nation of Assyria became the superpower
at that time and took Israel captive. The Lord did not send them prophets
after that nor caused them to return to their land. They were scattered
to many nations all over the earth.
The few that remained intermarried with the people that the king of
Assyria had brought to occupy their land and became the half-casts
known as the Samaritans; others were integrated into the tribe of Judah.
When a nation fails God’s moral test, then her people are in for
destruction. The rejection of God leads to moral breakdown, thus
inviting God’s punishment. Every believer needs to judge his own role
in the nation and promote righteousness.
The false priest represented the thinking of the nation; Amaziah was
the false priest and spoke for the king, he saw Amos as a kind of a
traitor. He sent a message to the king saying that Amos had conspired
against him in the midst of the house of Israel. He said that the land
was not able to bear his words. This is to say that his rejection of the
prophet represented the general thinking of the Israelite population.
They were all inclined to the direction of their king and this priest of
the calf altar was a symbol of their hardness of heart. The conscience
of the unrighteous was seared with hot iron so that they would never
acknowledge the truth. But they did not turn away from their
transgression.
Amos stood his ground. He affirmed his prophetic call, saying that he
would not cease to prophesy and that his words were true. He
contended with the false priest and told him of his own doom. The
Lord revealed all these things to Amos and gave him the courage to
speak.
THOUGHT: Am I listening to the prophetic rebuke?
PRAYER: Lord, give me the courage to speak for Thee today.
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LORD’S DAY, APRIL 27
AMOS 8:1-8
NUMBERS 16:31-35

“…and they perished from
among the congregation.”

CALAMITY COMES TO ISRAEL (1)
As a prophet, Amos had continued giving warnings to the nation of
Israel. There was a deliberate rejection of his message. In the previous
chapter, the false priest had asked him to go away and not prophesy in
Bethel. He represented the official position of the king. Now the time
had come and they could not escape punishment. It was time to receive
the wages of their sin, but regrettably it was a sad moment for them.
As a sign of the punishment to come, God showed Amos a basket of
summer fruits. The Lord asked him what he saw, and Amos replied.
Then the Lord told him that the end of His people Israel was come.
Matthew Henry aptly explains the meaning of that symbol:
“Amos saw a basket of summer fruit gathered, and ready to be eaten;
which signified, that the people were ripe for destruction, that the year
of God’s patience was drawing towards a conclusion. Such summer
fruits will not keep till winter, but must be used at once. Yet these
judgments shall not draw from them any acknowledgement, either of
God’s righteousness or their own unrighteousness. Sinners put off
repentance from day to day, because they think the Lord will thus
delay his judgments.”
The Lord did not tell Amos the exact meaning of the vision but it was
obvious that he understood it. He did not need to ask more questions.
The time of Israel’s calamity had come. Their destiny was complete and
sealed. The nature of that calamity is described thus in verse 3, “And
the songs of the temple shall be howlings in that day, saith the Lord
GOD: there shall be many dead bodies in every place; they shall cast
them forth with silence.” It is a sad picture.

THOUGHT: Always heed God’s warning.
PRAYER: LORD, help me to listen and avoid calamity.
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MONDAY, APRIL 28
AMOS 8:9-14
2 CHRONICLES 30:9-11

“…divers… humbled themselves,
and came to Jerusalem.”

CALAMITY COMES TO ISRAEL (2)
All people love their homes and do not want to be evicted by anyone,
but when it comes to war, everyone flees in any direction. There will be
a great cry due to imminent danger. Those caught in the crossfire will
die and that is the end. Those that escape will have no home to go to
and they will be living in constant danger. They could either be killed
or die of hunger. Others will be taken as prisoners of war and led to
slavery. There will be different scenarios and confusion.
This is the situation that was to befall Samaria. Their songs of joy
would be turned to cries of despair. These people could only escape
that calamity if they come back to the Lord and forsake their idols.
About this time, another prophet by the name of Elijah had entered the
scene and had challenged Israel to forsake the worship of Baal and
return to the Lord. He stood alone and demonstrated before all that the
Lord was the true God. Israel gave their hearts to idols and in effect
they broke the very first commandment.
The sentence that the Lord placed upon them was the penalty for their
sin. The Lord sent the prophets to give them prior warning because
His desire was that they should repent and turn to Him. As it was the
case during the time of Elijah, there were many silent believers who
feared retribution from the king, but their identities were not revealed.
There is not even an acknowledgement that they existed. However, the
Lord knew them that are His and would not forsake them. The Lord
rewarded them in His own way. Either they were among those who in
some way escaped deportation or they might have gone to Judah. The
indication that some were not taken is shown in the time of Hezekiah,
king of Judah. When he instituted his reforms, Israel had already gone
into captivity but the Scripture says that he sent letters to Ephraim,
Manasseh and Zebulun. A number of them came to serve the LORD.

THOUGHT: You can escape calamity by obeying the LORD.
PRAYER: LORD, help me to set my priorities rightly.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 29
AMOS 8:4-6
EPHESIANS 4:28

“Let him that stole
steal no more...”

THE NATURE OF THE SINS OF ISRAEL
Their idolatry had yielded the works of the flesh. They were greedy
and had no mercy for the poor. The prophet told them that they
swallowed the needy and made the poor of the land to fail. They desired
the end of the month to come for them to do business. The words of
Amos show that they desired for the market day to come so that they
might make dishonest trade. He said, “When will the new moon be
gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth
wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying
the balances by deceit? That we may buy the poor for silver, and the
needy for a pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat?”
Their practice as described here is outright theft. They disregarded the
fact that the commandment of the Lord expressly forbid stealing in any
form. When they did this to others they were directly contravening the
Law of the Lord and this sin was also equal to idolatry and rejection of
God. The Westminster Larger Catechism gives an excellent exposition
of the eighth commandment.
The exposition of the commandment writes of those who steal by
making false balances, and this was the specific sin that Amos pointed
out as prevalent in Israel at that time. When a nation chooses to exercise
righteousness, the keeping of this law must be upheld. When the
picture is brought to the present day, the transgression of this law is
present in many forms. A man of God must flee from all forms of stealing.
Are you?

THOUGHT: “Thou shalt not steal” (Exo 20:15).
PRAYER: LORD, keep me honest at all times.
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30
AMOS 8:7-14
1 TIMOTHY 4:1-3

“…some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits...”

GOD PASSES A SENTENCE ON THE NATION
The LORD swore by the excellency of Jacob that surely, He would
never forget their works. The land was going to tremble for this and
everyone living here was going to mourn. They would be cast out and
drowned, as by the flood of Egypt. The pictures of the tsunami engulfing
the north-eastern sea shore of Japan on 11 March 2011 showed what
flood waters can do. The thirty-metre-high sea waves swept away
everything in their path: houses, cars, ships and anything else. The
destruction of Israel was from God and the nation was finished because
of her sins. Do we ever stop to think of our sins when a calamity of
such scale befalls us?
Part of the calamity was that the sun would go down at noon. When
Joshua fought the kings of Canaan, the sun stood in the sky until he
had completed the battle. In the present situation it was the opposite
because their doom would come quickly. The darkness would hasten
their fate. The suffering and subjection to their enemies showed that
it would be a day of slavery for Israel. It would be a sad time for them.
The fall of Samaria in 722 BC fulfilled this prediction.
One immediate result of war is hunger. In the case of Israel, it was not
a famine of food but of the words of God. They ignored the prophets
and when they went to exile there was none to teach them. It was a real
disaster for them, as they refused to listen. As the saying goes, they
fried in their own fat. They greatly desired to hear the words of God but
there was none to tell them. Their youth would faint for thirst and all
idolaters would fall never to rise again. Those who obey need face no
such retribution.
The warnings that were given to Israel are needful today because the
world is still full of all these evils.

THOUGHT: Do not follow the multitude to do evil. Follow Christ.
PRAYER: LORD, keep me in the fear of Thy statutes.
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THURSDAY, MAY 1
AMOS 9:1-4
JOHN 11:52

“…that also he should gather together in one
the children of God that were scattered abroad.”

THE SCATTERING AND RESTORATION OF ISRAEL
Israel was a divided nation when Amos prophesied. He primarily
addressed the Northern Kingdom with her capital in Samaria. Bethel
was one of the two centres of worship that Jeroboam had set up. In the
current text, the prophecy applies to Israel as a whole without the
distinction of Israel and Judah. Samaria went into captivity in 722 BC
and Judah followed in 586 BC. Judah was chosen to carry the promises
that God had made to their fathers, and the nation was destined to
return from the Babylonian captivity.
The restoration that came through this tribe represented that of the
whole nation. The prophecy concerning restoration holds true to this
day. The first restoration was fulfilled in preparation for the first coming
of Christ. Israel was subsequently scattered again, but that nation has
since been restored and despite her unbelief, the promise of God has
to be fulfilled in preparation for the Second Coming of Christ. The
words of the Lord are true.
The sentence of Israel came to pass: Amos saw the Lord standing
upon the altar. The Lord told him to smite the lintel of the door that the
posts might shake and cut them in the head. This was a symbolic act
but the Lord told him the meaning of it. He said that Israel would be
smitten by the sword and none would escape. They might try to escape
but the Lord said that His hand would take them and they would be
brought down. The expression that the Lord used shows that His
sentence was sure. The words in verses 3 and 4 speak of that finality.
It would come upon the nation of Israel as He had said. Israel might not
have understood the prophet but he spoke so that the wise would
escape the calamity.
Today, may we be wise to heed God’s Word.

THOUGHT: The words of the Lord are always true.
PRAYER: LORD, keep me in the path of righteousness.
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FRIDAY, MAY 2
AMOS 9:5-6
PSALM 104:32

“He looked on the earth,
and it trembleth…”

THE CAPTIVITY OF THAT NATION COMES TO PASS
This was not captivity at face value only. The Lord had also commanded
a sword to slay them there. This is to say that they would be under the
constant shadow of death. Their sentence had to be fulfilled.
Their land shall melt and be a place of mourning. In addition, it would
be drowned as the flood of Egypt. This was destruction that comes in
what is commonly recognised as natural disaster. In business language,
it is referred to as an act of God. These are the words of the prophet, “It
is he that buildeth his stories in the heaven, and hath founded his
troop in the earth; he that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth
them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name” (v 6) . This
also shows that God did not only create the world and all things in it,
but in His providential care He has oversight of everyday events. Gill
has this comment on verse 5, “Which is another reason why it is
impossible to escape the hands of a sin revenging God, because he is
omnipotent as well as omniscient; he is the Lord of all the armies above
and below; and if he but touch the land, any particular country, as the
land of Israel, it shakes and trembles, and falls into a flow of water, or
melts like wax; as when he toucheth the hills and mountains they smoke,
being like fuel to fire, and all that dwell therein shall mourn; their houses
destroyed, their substance consumed, and all that is near and dear to
them swallowed up ...”
May we pause from the busyness of our lives and think of the kind of
God whom we believe in.

THOUGHT: God has power over all His creations.
PRAYER: LORD, let Thy people learn to be humble before Thee.
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SATURDAY, MAY 3
AMOS 9:7-10
DANIEL 9:1-4

“…the great and dreadful God,
keeping the covenant and mercy…”

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH CALAMITIES
It is not known why God allows natural calamities to bring devastation,
but the day of judgment will reveal all these. Many countries have
been blessed with great wealth and advanced human resource.
However, as is the norm, only a small percentage of the population
knows Christ as their Saviour.
In the case of Israel, God revealed to them by the prophet that they
were going to face that calamity. The prophets in exile also reminded
them of their disobedience to God. Daniel specifically prayed for
forgiveness and the restoration of the nation to their land as the Lord
had promised through Jeremiah. Amos also mentioned restoration but
in Daniel’s prophecy God had given a time line, and thus Daniel knew
that it had to come to fulfilment.
As God determines the migration of nations, He brought up this truth
by comparing Israel with other nations, so that Israel would not argue
on the basis of God’s promise to them. As God was not pleased with
their sinful lifestyle, He had determined to punish them by exile. He
gave the example of Ethiopia, Philistia and Syria. He said that as He
had brought them out of the land of Egypt, so He had brought the
Philistines from Caphtor and the Syrians from Kir.
He was telling them that there was no law that would hinder Him from
uprooting Israel from their land and sending them to another. He
affirmed that the eyes of the Lord God are upon the sinful kingdom. He
showed His determination to destroy her from the face of the earth.
However, He said He would not utterly destroy the house of Jacob.
Israel has a special place in God’s heart.

THOUGHT: God speaks in many ways.
PRAYER: Lord, let me be a keen listener to Thy voice.
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LORD’S DAY, MAY 4
AMOS 9:11-15
GENESIS 12:2-3

“And I will make of thee a great nation,
and I will bless thee…”

GOD KEEPS HIS COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM
God, while discharging His punitive will over the wayward nation, did
not in any way forget His covenant with the house of Jacob. He made
an eternal covenant with the fathers of that nation. He began with
Abraham and then Isaac and Jacob. He re-affirmed this in subsequent
dispensations. He had to keep the promises made in this covenant,
and He sustained the house of Jacob.
This is part of the covenant that God made with Abraham that He
would make his name great. Paul said that God would justify the heathen
through faith. He preached the gospel unto Abraham and quoted the
words of the above covenant. “In thee shall all nations be blessed”
was to come through Jesus Christ who was born of the seed of Abraham
(Gal 3:8). It was for the sake of that seed of Abraham that the house of
Jacob had to be preserved. There are many other pictures of Jesus in
God’s dealing with the patriarchs. He affirmed the covenant with Isaac
in Genesis 26:24 saying, “And the LORD appeared unto him the same
night, and said, I am the God of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am
with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant
Abraham’s sake.” The Lord also appeared to Jacob and made the same
promise. Jesus was to be born through the house of Judah among the
twelve sons of Jacob. When Jacob blessed his sons as he was dying,
he gave Judah the scepter and the law, meaning he was going to be a
ruler of his brethren. This is revelation of that seed of Abraham – Jesus
Christ – as the ruler.
It is through Jesus Christ that believers of every nation have hope of
salvation and eternal life. Have you received Him as your Lord and
Saviour?

THOUGHT: God is a covenant-keeping God.
PRAYER: Lord, let Thy chosen trust in the saving power of Christ.
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MONDAY, MAY 5
AMOS 9:11-15
2 CHRONICLES 36:22-23

“…that the word of the LORD
spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah
might be accomplished,…”

GOD DOES JUSTICE TO ALL
As God punished those responsible for widespread sin in Israel, the
Lord granted grace to a few to carry His testimony in the nation. At His
command, using the analogy of sifting the grain, He would sift the
nation of Israel, and that not the least grain shall fall upon the earth;
that is, those who were worthy would not be destroyed. On the other
hand, sinners would die by the sword. It was sad for Israel because
these were in the majority and the whole nation had to go into exile.
This means pain, death, hunger, and all kinds of suffering. They were
trusting in their own power and ignored the warning of the prophet,
but their time had come.
The final restoration of Israel: God said He would raise the tabernacle
of David from ruins. This promise of restoration was in keeping with
the covenant promise. They would possess the land including the
remnant of Edom. He promised a bountiful harvest in the land and the
common crops of grain and grapes would be in abundance. The farms
would be restored and cities rebuilt. At the end of seventy years of
captivity, the exiles of Judah were under the Persian domination. The
Lord stirred the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia and he made a proclamation
to allow those who were willing to go and rebuild the ruins of Jerusalem.
All the prophets were in agreement in their prediction. This return
prepared the world for the first advent of Christ. Today there is a nation
of lsrael and her existence plays a great role in the events leading to the
Second Coming of Christ. This is He in whom all the nations of the
earth are blessed. He is Lord and Saviour.

THOUGHT: The words of God are ever true.
PRAYER: May I trust in God’s plan for my life.
36

TUESDAY, MAY 6
OBADIAH 1:1-4
JEREMIAH 49:7-8

“...I will bring the calamity of Esau upon him,
the time that I will visit him…”

THE MESSAGE TO EDOM
The Book of Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament. It has
a message addressed to the nation of Edom. These are the descendants
of Esau, Jacob’s twin brother. They lived to the south of Israel which
was part of the land that the Lord promised to Abraham. The words of
the prophet describe their crimes, try their case and pronounce
judgment. The following readings deal with background information
of the Book of Obadiah. These are some of the highlights of this
information.
The Genesis of Edom: Esau the father of the Edomites was the elder
twin brother of Jacob. The rivalry between the two brothers started
from the womb. The story of their birth says in part, “And the first
came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his
name Esau. And after that came his brother out, and his hand took
hold on Esau’s heel; and his name was called Jacob ...” (Gen 25:2526). As he grew up, Esau turned out to be a hunter and was the favourite
son of Isaac. However in time of need he sold his birthright to Jacob
the younger brother. He subsequently married the daughters of Ishmael.
Because Jacob deprived Esau of his blessings, Esau intended to kill
Jacob for that deception. He hated his brother and threatened him, but
Jacob fled to Haran. They later reconciled and buried Isaac their father.
Esau’s descendants occupied the southern part of Palestine, while
Jacob’s descendants grew to become a great nation in Egypt. Genesis
36 is dedicated to the genealogy of the descendants of Esau. It also
mentions Edom as the descendants of Esau.
After several centuries, both Israel and Esau became great nations.

THOUGHT: The nations are under God’s watchful eye.
PRAYER: Lord, let all nations know Thou rulest in the kingdoms of
men.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 7
OBADIAH 1:1-4
NUMBERS 20:14-21

“And Edom said unto him,
Thou shalt not pass by me…”

THE BACKGROUND OF OBADIAH (1)
In the Bible it is recorded that Edom refused to allow Israel to pass
through their land when the children of Jacob left Egypt. A formal
request was made to allow them to pass through the land with
conditions, but it was turned down. The next focus on Edom is now the
prophecy of Obadiah.
The rivalry of the two brothers continued, but God’s purpose for these
events stands. Paul made this revealing comment, “(For the children
being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the
purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but
of him that calleth;) It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the
younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.
What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God
forbid. For he saith ... I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy,
and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion” (Rom
9:11-15).
Obadiah was an obscure prophet who possibly lived in the Southern
Kingdom of Judah. Nothing is said about his home locality and family.
The name means worshipper or servant of God in Hebrew. There are
thirteen people named Obadiah in the Old Testament and the prophet
Obadiah could fit one of the following:
(1) The officer in Ahab’s palace who hid God’s prophets in a cave (1
Kings 18:3).
(2) One of the officers sent by King Jehoshaphat to teach the Law in
the cities of Judah (2 Chron 17:7).
(3) One of the officers who took part in the repair of the temple under
Josiah (2 Chron 34:12).
(4) A priest in the time of Nehemiah (Neh 10:5), or another person
altogether.

THOUGHT: When the Bible is silent we are also silent.
PRAYER: Lord, open my eyes to see wondrous things in Thy Law.
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THURSDAY, MAY 8
OBADIAH 1:5-14
2 KINGS 8:20-22

“In his days Edom revolted
from under the hand of Judah…”

THE BACKGROUND OF OBADIAH (2)
One factor is clear that whoever wrote this book was indeed a prophet
of God. The book opened with the words, “The vision of Obadiah.
Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom; We have heard a rumour
from the LORD ...” (v1). This indicates that the message that came to
him was from the Lord and forms part of the Old Testament canon. It is
the inspired Scripture. Obadiah was thus a prophet of God who spoke
and wrote God’s Word.
The time of Obadiah: The investigation into the time which the prophet
lived goes hand in hand with the identity of the prophet. It has to be
figured out from the available facts since the book does not mention
anything about the time. One of the keys in understanding the Old
Testament prophets is knowing the Bible History as a whole. However,
there are only obscure clues in the book of Obadiah to assist us to
know of its time. The book mentions no kings, but verses 10 to14
provide the only historical reference point to aid in determining the
book’s time and setting. This part indicates that there was an invasion
and Judah was defeated, and Edom was rebuked for her response to
the suffering of his brother Jacob. Bible scholars are not in agreement
as to which invasion of Jerusalem the prophet was referring to. In the
history of Israel there were at least four invasions that could fit the
description of the prophet at different times. The last one was when
Edom revolted during the time of Jehoram and became a bitter antagonist
(see also 2 Chron 21:8-20). This fits the description of Obadiah. For
these and other reasons, it appears likely that Obadiah was a
contemporary of Elisha and would be the earliest of the writing
prophets.

THOUGHT: God authenticates His messengers.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to recognise Thy messengers.
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FRIDAY, MAY 9
OBADIAH 1:15-21
ACTS 1:9-11

“…this same Jesus,
which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner…”

CHRIST IN OBADIAH
This book is part of the Old Testament canon and speaks for the Lord
as any other book of the Bible.
The Old Testament looks forward to the Messiah who was to come.
Thus every book has a revelation of Him. Some books are more explicit
while others are obscure. Isaiah, for example, has many messianic
prophecies which are clear and accurate. However, since the whole
Bible is God’s revelation for redemption, every writer has a message
about Christ.
Obadiah also made reference to Christ in three expressions. Reference
to the day of the Lord indicates the Day of Judgment. Thus Christ is
the Judge of nations (vv 15-16). In history, the day of the Lord had
been known and is expected till this day. Christ is also depicted as the
Saviour of Israel in verses 17 to 20. Though the people may have
understood it to mean salvation from oppression of other nations, the
ultimate salvation is from sin and receiving the heritage of the heavenly
Jerusalem. This is how the gospel is understood. The third reference
to Christ is in verse 21 that shows Him as the Possessor of the kingdom.
This shows Him as a King who would come and reign forever. The
gospel is thus revealed in Obadiah as in all other Scriptures.
Obadiah had a message from God and his particular message shows
that God has control over the affairs of nations. God determines their
destiny. This is clear proof that this book speaks for God and is to be
accepted as such.
Do you accept the Bible as the Word of God?

THOUGHT: Christ is coming again. What is my destiny?
PRAYER: Lord, let me watch as I wait for Thy coming.
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SATURDAY, MAY 10
OBADIAH 1:1-9
GENESIS 25:30

“… for I am faint:
therefore was his name called Edom.”

THE PREDICTION OF JUDGMENT ON EDOM
The prophet talked of a particular time in history of a conflict between
Jacob and Esau (Israel and Edom). It was a long drawn rivalry between
the brothers. Edom was judged for siding with the enemies of Israel.
The Lord Himself would avenge and deliver mount Zion (Jerusalem).
Subsequently the land would be given to Israel as their possession.
The Lord is the Possessor of the kingdom, and in a broader sense He is
the Possessor of all the kingdoms of the earth.
The key to understanding the message of Obadiah is the background
information. The first is a call for readiness, from the Lord, against
Edom. The prophet was given the message through a vision, thus he
was not speaking his own words. He introduced his message with the
common refrain “Thus saith the Lord ...” The message was directed to
the nation of Israel. It was noted that he prophesied during the reign of
Jehoram king of Judah, which means that he was a prophet in Judah.
His message was meant to give encouragement to the nation because
Edom was siding with their enemies. He opened his message with
these words, “...Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom; We have
heard a rumour from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent among the
heathen, Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle” (v 1). It was
directed to the descendants of Esau, the southern neighbours of Israel.
In keeping with the covenant that the Lord had made for the sake of
the Messiah, God did not allow any nation to harm Israel without His
permission.

THOUGHT: God punished Israel but protected the Messianic seed.
PRAYER: Lord, let me not fear the enemies of Christ.
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LORD’S DAY, MAY 11
OBADIAH 1:10-14
1 SAMUEL 17:41-49

“…the LORD saveth
not with sword and spear:
for the battle is the LORD’s...”

THE REASONS FOR THE JUDGMENT ON EDOM (1)
In the current message He pronounced doom against Edom. They
were small but proud. This deceived them into thinking that they were
safe and did not need anything. They looked to the cleft of the rock in
which their city was hewn (this city was located in modern Petra, and it
remains to this day as a historic city in the Kingdom of Jordan).
Since Edom did not know the Lord, their confidence was in their might.
They compared themselves to other nations and they were sure that
none of was superior to them. They did not consider the strength of
those who depended on the Lord. Their line of thinking was like that of
Goliath the Philistine giant when he fought with David. He had
confidence in his armour and weapons. David told him that he did not
depend on these but on God. It was on this basis that David became
the victor.
Without the knowledge of God, these people could not comprehend
the prophet’s message. The Lord stressed that even if Edom exalted
herself as the eagle and set her nest among the stars, still the Lord
would bring her down. These words were said before the advent of
modern air and space travel, but even the most superior military power
today is still subject to the power of God. The Lord indicated in verse
5 that Edom would be vulnerable to their adversaries who would take
their farm produce at will.

THOUGHT: “Pride goeth before destruction...”
PRAYER: Lord, help me to tame my pride.
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MONDAY, MAY 12
OBADIAH 1:10-14
JOB 31:29-30

“Neither have I suffered my mouth to sin
by wishing a curse to his soul.”

THE REASONS FOR THE JUDGMENT OF EDOM (2)
The Lord proclaimed the fate of Edom, showing that even his friends
would turn against him. The Lord said, “All the men of thy confederacy
have brought thee even to the border: the men that were at peace
with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they that
eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee: there is none
understanding in him” (v 7).
As there will be a final day of judgment for all people and nations, there
was also an appointed time for Edom. In that day the Lord said that He
would destroy the wise men of Edom and even the understanding in
the house of Esau. Their army also would be destroyed and everyone
would be cut off in the mount of Esau. This prediction of judgment was
sure, and it is sad that these people did not know what was ahead of
them and they continued in their sinful ways till that day caught up
with them. This judgment was retributive as the rest of the message
shows.
The nation had acted violently against his brother Jacob. For this, the
nation was sentenced to everlasting shame and was to be cut off for
ever. It is true today that the house of Jacob can still be identified as a
nation but the house of Esau has since disappeared. This is exactly as
the Lord had said. Edom had supported the enemies of Israel when
they carried them captive. They entered their gates and cast lots upon
their city. Esau was at the forefront of that invasion. The Lord rebuked
Edom for that act.

THOUGHT: A carnal heart cannot love his enemies.
PRAYER: Lord, let me not take revenge.
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TUESDAY, MAY 13
OBADIAH 1:15-18
1 SAMUEL 26:18-21

“…behold, I have played the fool,
and have erred exceedingly.”

THE RESULTS OF THE JUDGMENT ON EDOM (1)
Edom also stood in the crossway of Israel to cut off those who had
escaped and those that remained were delivered up in the day of their
distress. Their actions were contrary to what was expected of them as
they also took part of the spoils of the city and assisted the enemy to
prevent those who tried to escape. Edom turned out to be an enemy of
his brother and had to be judged for that action.
As much as it is the judgment from the Lord, it had to be very painful
as shown in the pronouncement of the prophet. The Lord had to punish
their action. The day of the Lord is a phrase indicating vengeance and
it was not only upon Edom but all the heathen. “Thy reward shall
return upon thine own head” indicates a fifty-fifty justice on the part
of the Lord. The drink mentioned in verse 16 is the reward either for
good or for bad. It is the equal measure for what one has done. In the
case of Edom, it will be as if he had never existed. His presence shall be
erased from the face of the earth. On the contrary, for Israel there shall
be deliverance, this is the blessing pronounced upon her in verse 17,
“But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be
holiness; and the house of Jacob shall possess their possessions.” In
addition, she will be given power over Edom and shall destroy him by
fire. The house of Jacob and the house of Joseph (this is a reference to
the whole nation of Israel) shall be a fire and Edom shall be as stubble;
it shall be consumed by fire and none of Esau shall remain. As they
intended to destroy Israel, the Lord turned the tables against them. It
was a sad ending for them.

THOUGHT: The judgments of the Lord are true.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to judge all things righteously.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 14
OBADIAH 1:15-21
JEREMIAH 49:16-19

“As in the overthrow of
Sodom and Gomorrah…
no man shall abide there…”

THE RESULTS OF THE JUDGMENT ON EDOM (2)
Jeremiah’s brief mention of this prophecy against Edom shows the
prophecy of Obadiah was not yet fulfilled during his time, but he
affirmed those words. He referred to their rock city and the desolation
that would befall her. He said that the overthrow of the city would be
like that of Sodom and Gomorrah. Ezekiel also said the same thing (Eze
25:12-14). The harmony of these prophesies shows that the Lord had
confirmed the overthrow of that land. It pays to be on the Lord’s side.
Israel will take the land of Esau and the plain of the Philistines and the
fields of Ephraim and Samaria. The house of Benjamin that supported
Judah would also possess Gilead. Thus the prophet did not only foresee
the overthrow of Edom, but also that of the Northern Kingdom of
Israel. The boundary of Judah is defined to include the land of Canaan
up to Zeraphath and all the cities of the south. This is the same
boundary that the Lord had told Moses that He would give the children
of Israel. God also promised to raise saviours that would come upon
mount Zion and judge the mount of Esau. The prophet ended his
message with the declaration “...the kingdom shall be the LORD’s.” It
is also repeated in the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy kingdom come.”
After that last Day of the Lord, the kingdom of the LORD will not be
an earthly possession as described by Obadiah; it will be a new
heaven and new earth coming down from God. Jesus Christ is the
Saviour who makes all things possible. Do you believe?

THOUGHT: Biblical prophecies centre on Israel because of the Messiah.
PRAYER: Lord, let the nations make peace with Israel.
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THURSDAY, MAY 15
JONAH 1:1-2
MATTHEW 28:19-20

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations …
to observe all things…”

JONAH AND HIS MISSIONS FIELD (1)
Today’s reading commences the study of the short book of the prophet
Jonah. The word that came from the Lord to this prophet is very similar
to the Great Commission to the disciples. The only difference is that
Jonah was sent to a particular city. As an Old Testament prophet, he
lived in a different time of history. In this introduction, the text gives
the identity of Jonah and the city in which he was sent to preach the
Word of God. The Lord being the first character mentioned in the
narrative gives us the first insight into this book.
God’s purpose in calling Jonah: The nation of Israel knew the Law of
the Lord and she was to be a pattern for other nations. They had the
heavenly revelation and they knew the true God. Jonah as a Jewish
citizen was instructed in the Law of the Lord. He was also called to be
a prophet. The prophets had a twofold task of proclaiming the words
of God and teaching the Law, as well as foretelling the future events.
The Lord made these revelations directly to them. Subsequently the
words were committed to writing and form part of God’s inerrant Word.
It was on the basis of this background that Jonah was called to be a
special prophet to a Gentile nation. God’s love for the world did not
start in the New Testament era when Jesus came. The commissioning
of Jonah was a manifestation of His grace.
How are you responding to the grace of God?

THOUGHT: God saves by grace, not based on any merit.
PRAYER: Lord, raise more prophets to preach Thy Word.
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FRIDAY, MAY 16
JONAH 1:1-2
2 PETER 3:9

“The Lord is not slack…
but is longsuffering to us-ward…”

JONAH AND HIS MISSIONS FIELD (2)
God has always loved sinners since He made the Covenant of grace.
Peter asserted this in his epistle when he said, “The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance” (2 Pet 3:9). In bringing this to pass the
Lord uses people whom He calls. Paul made this truth clear when He
said, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?
and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and
how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach,
except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good
things!” (Rom 10:13-15). This was true of the people of Nineveh. And
Jonah was sent to them.
It was not common in that dispensation to call a Jewish prophet to go
and preach to a Gentile nation. However, God wanted to demonstrate
His love for all nations as this is part of His attributes. He is
longsuffering towards sinners. In the salvation of His people, God
also receives the glory. It was unimaginable how the people of Nineveh
felt when they saw their king in sackcloth and ashes! It was a great
relief for them to know that there was God above who humbled even
the mighty. He receives the glory for He does great things. The Lord
gave this command to Jonah with this end in view.

THOUGHT: God stated His purpose when He called His servant.
PRAYER: Lord, let as many as Thou hast chosen come to salvation.
47

SATURDAY, MAY 17
JONAH 1:1-2
2 KINGS 14:25

“ … according to the Word of the LORD
God of Israel...”

JONAH THE PROPHET
God chose Jonah: The context suggests that it was not the first time
that the Lord communicated with this prophet, but the nature of the
commission was unlike any that he had witnessed before. He is
introduced in the text simply as the son of Amittai. This suggests that
the immediate readers of this book knew Jonah as a seasoned prophet.
In 2 Kings 14:25, more information is given of him as an active
prophet:“He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath
unto the sea of the plain, according to the word of the LORD God of
Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, the son of
Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gathhepher.” This was during the
reign of King Jeroboam II of Israel and it would be between 782-753
BC. This makes him a prophet in the Northern Kingdom. Also his
home town mentioned puts him in the tribe of Zebulun. It was a short
distance from Nazareth in lower Galilee.
These references are direct mentions of him by name; there are other
traditions that suggest a reference to him without mentioning him by
name. One says that he was the son of the widow of Zarephath whom
Elijah raised from the dead (see 1 Kings 17:8-24). Another one says
that he was the prophet whom Elisha sent to anoint Jehu the king of
Israel (2 Kings 9:1-10). These are only traditions that cannot be
confirmed authoritatively, but they may be true.
The Pharisees in the New Testament were wrong when they said to
Nicodemus: “Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet”
(John 7:52).

THOUGHT: Jonah was a historic prophet.
PRAYER: Empower Thy servants to witness for Thee, O Lord.
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LORD’S DAY, MAY 18
JONAH 1:1-2
2 KINGS 14:25

“ … the word of the Lord
endureth for ever.”

THE BOOK OF JONAH
The book of Jonah like other prophetic books is written in the third
person, but the common understanding is that it was written by the
main character of the book. Anyone denying this is arguing out of
silence. The background information is necessary to counter claims by
critics that Jonah was written during the fifth to the third century BC as
a historical fiction to oppose “the narrow nationalism” of Ezra and
Nehemiah by introducing universalistic ideas. According to a note in
The Open Bible, critics say an anonymous writer created this work to
counteract the Jewish practice of excluding the Samaritans from worship
and of divorcing foreign wives. The affirmation of facts regarding the
origin and historicity of the book of Jonah led to its inclusion in the
canon of the Old Testament. Christ supported the historical accuracy
of the book when He quoted from it and affirmed its contents. The
book is indeed the word of God.
God’s call of Jonah was a light at the end of the tunnel for the heathen
nation. The nation knew of God in their hearts, but failed to obey Him.
The coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and subsequent outreach to the
whole world saved many. Who are destined to perish?

THOUGHT: Am I seeking God’s mercy to save me?
PRAYER: Lord, affirm Thy word in my heart.
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MONDAY, MAY 19
JONAH 1:1-2
GENESIS 10:8-11

“Out of that land went forth Asshur,
and builded Nineveh…”

THE CITY OF NINEVEH
Nineveh was the capital city of Assyria, a Gentile land. This fact made
the commission of the Lord sound strange in the ears of Jonah. He was
conversant with the Mosaic Law and he knew that he was not supposed
to have any dealings with the Gentiles, and more so in matters of
religion. This hesitation forms the main part of the book as God sought
to show him that He has authority over His commands.
The city is first mentioned in Genesis 10:11, having been built by Nimrod.
It was a magnificent city in its heyday. It was the capital of the super
power, the Assyrian nation that took the Northern Kingdom of Israel
into captivity. It was situated east of Palestine and about three hundred
kilometers from the Mediterranean coast. In times of peace, it had
commercial connections with Israel. However, as history affirms, she
became a great enemy of the Jewish nation. Later in the book, some
information is given about the people and their number when Jonah
was sent.
Nineveh was a heathen city; her inhabitants did not know the true
God.
During the reign of King Hezekiah, the king of Assyria sent messengers
to mock the God of Israel. Hezekiah prayed and the Lord sent an angel
which slew the soldiers of Assyria (Isa 37). Then the king of Assyria
went to dwell in Nineveh. And as he was worshipping his god Nisroch,
his sons came and slew him (Isa 37:37-38).

THOUGHT: Nineveh needed the knowledge of the true God.
PRAYER: Lord, send a message of repentance to heathen nations.
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TUESDAY, MAY 20
JONAH 1:3-5
PROVERBS 17:19

“ …he that exalteth his gate
seeketh destruction.”

MAN CANNOT RESIST GOD
It was God who called Jonah and not man. Jonah judged God’s call by
human standards only to discover that he could not match His power.
The prophet’s response was to despair and surrender to fate. However
the hand of God was there to guide the events. The Lord manifested
His divine power and caused the seamen to believe in Him. He is God
and man cannot resist His power.
God had specifically told Jonah to go to Nineveh. He did not want to
fulfil that task. He did what he thought would take him very far from the
designated destination, and headed instead towards Tarshish. This
was a name for modern Spain. The passenger ship set sail from the port
and Jonah was in it. The Lord sent out a great wind into the sea and
there was a mighty tempest. The seamen thought that the ship was
going to break up. They were all frightened and they cried to their idols
to save them. They started casting the wares into the sea to make the
ship lighter. The fact that they thought of praying to the idol gods
showed that they were in great despair and they did not know what
else to do. They were driven to a point of helplessness. Gill describes
the mind of these men in these words, “Perceiving that the storm was
not an ordinary, but a supernatural one; and that the ship and all in it
were in extreme danger, and no probability of being saved…”
It is only sad that they did not know the true God. Apart from praying,
they also took some safety measures of their own.
Do you know the one true living God? Or are you relying on your own
wisdom?

THOUGHT: Prayer is the natural response in any such dilemma.
PRAYER: Lord, let me do everything humanly possible to be saved.
51

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21
JONAH 1:5-14
MATTHEW 26:41

“Watch and pray,
that ye enter not into temptation.”

JONAH’S RESPONSE TO THE IMMINENT DISASTER
In the meantime, Jonah seemed not to be bothered by what was
happening. He was fast asleep in the bottom deck. The captain of the
ship came and woke him up. The captain was surprised that he was
sleeping while the violent winds were tossing the ship sideways and
they were in great danger. The captain asked him to call upon his God
so that they might be saved and not perish.
The passengers were superstitious and they believed they would find
out the cause of that disaster by casting lots. God however honoured
their move and they found out that Jonah was the cause of all those
problems. They pressed Jonah to tell them what he had done. Jonah
told them the whole truth and revealed that he was a prophet of God.
He also told them that he had run away from God. The seamen were
exceedingly afraid and they asked Jonah what they should do to him.
The prophet told them to throw him into the sea and there would be
calm. The men were sympathetic with Jonah and thought that it was
not good to throw him to the sea. However the violent wind persisted.
They rowed hard to bring the ship to the land but the tempest was too
much for them. The men then knew God and they prayed to Him. Verse
14 records their prayer. They knew God from their brief communion
with Jonah and they were able to pray to Him.
Do you go to God for all that you need?

THOUGHT: In times of great danger, nobody needs a lesson on prayer.
PRAYER: Lord, let Thy people learn to pray.
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THURSDAY, MAY 22
JONAH 1:12-16
2 KINGS 5:17

“ … for thy servant will henceforth
offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice
unto other gods, but unto the LORD.”

THE HEATHEN KNEW THE GOD OF JONAH
Jonah knew that he could not run away from God and he was ready for
an indirect suicide as he told the men to throw him into the sea. He
knew then that he could do nothing in that situation. However, this
was only the beginning of great things that God would reveal to him.
As the destiny of Jonah was in the hands of the Lord, he and the
seamen did not know what to expect. But this event and the aftermath
of it opened the eyes of the seamen and Jonah to know God in a much
better way.
Jonah surrendered to an unknown future. When the mariners finally
agreed to throw Jonah into the sea, neither the prophet nor the sailors
knew what would follow. In their human thinking, Jonah would drown
and he would die immediately and that was the end of it. However God
had other plans and the purpose for which the prophet was originally
called would be fulfilled. This was never revealed to the men but
subsequent events would show that God’s order was beyond their
comprehension. When Jonah was thrown into the sea there was instant
calm. This confirmed to them that the testimony of Jonah was true as
they witnessed for themselves first-hand the acts of God. Their
response shows the impact that God’s revelation had on them as the
text says, “Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a
sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows” (v 16). This was in addition
to their knowledge of prayer.

THOUGHT: God makes Himself known in many ways.
PRAYER: Lord, may Thy name be known in all nations.
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FRIDAY, MAY 23
JONAH 1:17- 2:10
EPHESIANS 3:9

“…God, who created all things
by Jesus Christ.”

GOD DIRECTS THE DESTINY OF JONAH
As for Jonah, a new chapter began as the Lord prepared a great fish
that swallowed him, and he lived three days and three nights in the
belly of the fish. With God all things are possible.
Jonah acted as any man would; he was more inclined to the traditions
of his nation than in obeying God. He thought he would be an outcast
if he went to a Gentile city. However God showed him that His words
were final. The events in the sea were all by the hand of God and more
was to come for the disobedient prophet.
God created all things out of nothing. This is the greatest miracle that
ever happened. The miracle in the life of Jonah is subordinate to
Creation. However, this is also a unique miracle that is not repeated
anywhere in the Scriptures. God has power over nature, and human
reason cannot understand it. He preserved Jonah’s life and the prophet
knew what it meant to absolutely depend on God. He prayed to God in
the best way he could express himself. He also made vows. He
acknowledged that salvation was of the Lord. God made the fish to
deliver him to the dry land. No man can run away from God. This is the
experience of Jonah. It was the expectation of both Jonah and the
mariners that the prophet would drown and die, but God took over. He
preserved his life.
Do you believe in the God of Jonah? A God who can perform miracles?

THOUGHT: Do I take God at His Word?
PRAYER: Lord, let me learn to obey Thee only.
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SATURDAY, MAY 24
JONAH 1:17- 2:10
PSALM 55:17

“…I pray, and cry aloud:
and he shall hear my voice.”

JONAH SURVIVED BY GOD’S MIRACLE
How Jonah was able to breathe and survive under the water can only
be explained as a supernatural act of God. He was not carried about by
the waves of the sea but he was in the belly of a fish. This again was a
great danger for he could have become food for the fish and get digested
in the belly. Jonah found himself alive and conscious, and in deep
humiliation. He had nowhere to turn to but to heaven; so he prayed to
God.
This is his testimony: “I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the
LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou
heardest my voice” (v 2). He saw himself in affliction because he could
do nothing to be free in that situation. He also said that God heard his
voice. The belly of the fish was the best place to have a silent time with
God. Jonah knew that God heard him because he lived to tell the story.
God’s ear is never deaf to hear even the faintest whisper of His children.
He answers prayer.
Jonah was in a situation where anyone with this experience learns to
pray instantly. A victim of such circumstances knows that there is a
living God and that He only could save him. His one-sentence prayer
becomes a long prayer. Besides, this kind of prayer is sincere, for it is
either God saves or one perishes. There is no other option.

THOUGHT: There is hope in God even in the deepest despair.
PRAYER: Lord, lift up my spirit in times of great despair.
55

LORD’S DAY, MAY 25
JONAH 2
PSALM 16:10

“For thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell…”

THE PROPHET LEARNED TO DEPEND
ON GOD ONLY (1)
Jonah was a prophet and he knew God, so it was much easier for him to
pray. The depths of the sea and the belly of a fish put him in a place of
hopelessness, but there was hope in God. He was familiar with
Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the temple which says in part:
“Then what prayer or what supplication soever shall be made of any
man, or of all thy people Israel, when every one shall know his own
sore and his own grief, and shall spread forth his hands in this house:
Then hear thou from heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and
render unto every man according unto all his ways, whose heart thou
knowest; (for thou only knowest the hearts of the children of men:)
That they may fear thee, to walk in thy ways, so long as they live in the
land which thou gavest unto our fathers” (2 Chron 6:29-31).
The prophet could easily identify himself with the conditions set forth
in the king’s prayer. He knew where he could find help, even in the
depths of the sea, compassed with water and weeds all over. He
acknowledged God’s hand in saving him, saying that he was at the
bottom of the mountains and the earth and her bars was about him
forever. God brought his life out of his affliction, notwithstanding these
difficulties.
Nothing is too difficult for God. Will you trust in Him?

THOUGHT: Learn to pray fervently.
PRAYER: Lord, teach me to pray every day.
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MONDAY, MAY 26
JONAH 2
MATTHEW 12:38-41

“The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment
with this generation, and shall condemn it...”

THE PROPHET LEARNED TO DEPEND
ON GOD ONLY (2)
It was necessary for Jonah to go through that deep humiliation where
God was his only hope in order to learn to obey Him. His disobedience
was a great offence and was rooted in his life. It would take the
experiences that God put him through for him to wake up to his
transgression. His deliverance came with a unique demonstration of
God’s power. Today’s so called miracle workers stress the miracles of
healing and financial prosperity only. None of these can be verified
and there are no other miracles over nature such as those recorded in
Scripture.
The love of God is the only explanation for the rescue of Jonah from
his self-imposed calamity. The lesson from this experience is obvious:
every servant of the Lord must take Him at His word. However, when
one transgresses and God puts him in some affliction, the only option
is to cry to God for salvation. God is gracious enough to forgive and to
save.
When Jonah said that his prayer came to God’s temple, he again used
the term as in Solomon’s prayer. He meant to say that his cry to God in
the belly of the fish was not in vain. His soul had fainted and he
remembered the Lord in prayer and God heard it. When he said in verse
8 that they that observed lying vanities forsook their own mercy, he
was speaking of himself. His rejection of God’s command to go to
Nineveh and going to great lengths to escape was evidence of his selfwill and unwillingness to overcome his own feelings.

THOUGHT: God’s love can rescue anyone.
PRAYER: Lord, rescue the ignorant from self-deception.
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TUESDAY, MAY 27
JONAH 2
ECCLESIASTES 12:13

“…Fear God and keep his commandments:
for this is the whole duty of man.”

GOD HAS THE POWER TO HAVE HIS WAY
The chief word translated “vanity” or “vanities” is hebhel, a “breath
of air, or of the mouth,” often applied to idolatry. Jonah knew this
meaning and he was saying that his action in disobeying God was of
no consequence as God has the power to have His way.
He was now a repentant child of God and he wished to demonstrate his
change of heart in giving a worthy worship to God. He pledged to
sacrifice to God with the voice of thanksgiving. He also pledged to
fulfil that which he had vowed to God. It is possible that in his prayer
he might have told God that he would obey Him, and that he would go
to Nineveh as he was originally commanded. He might have made
other vows and he was now a humble child and obeyed God without
question. He proclaimed that salvation is of the Lord. This is an eternal
truth that all need to know. It is a truth most prominent in the four
Gospels in the New Testament, and is preached to all nations. Jonah
was finally delivered onto a dry land. God spoke to the fish and it
vomited Jonah out. The tide would have brought the fish to the shore
and carried it back after vomiting Jonah out. God is the Creator of
nature and He controls its activities day by day.
Our lives too are controlled by God. Nothing happens by chance.

THOUGHT: God used Jonah to reveal His eternal purpose.
PRAYER: Lord, may I give my all to Thee.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 28
JONAH 3:1-3
MATTHEW 5:5

“Blessed are the meek:
for they shall inherit the earth.”

GOD INITIATES A SPIRITUAL REVIVAL
Spiritual revival is the work of God; this is seen in the commissioning
of Jonah to go to Nineveh. When His people stray from Him, He does
not punish them right away. It is evident in Israel’s history that He
usually sends His servants to preach to them the need to go back to
God. When they do not take heed and continue in their sin, then God
will visit them with painful punishment. When they repent, God forgives
and heals their land. This is the case for this city of ancient Assyria.
The narrative recounts the sequence of events as God fulfils His
purpose.
Jonah is re-commissioned: The drama that led Jonah to abandon his
voyage to Tarshish was accomplished by the power of God. The fish
delivered him safely. The command of the word of the Lord came to him
again and said, “Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach
unto it the preaching that I bid thee” (v 2). This time the prophet did
not have a second thought, he did as the Lord told him. He knew he
would die this time if he disobeyed God. Thus he arose and went and
did according to the Word of the Lord. He must have followed normal
trade routes and arrived in the city without event. He might have been
familiar with the city through commercial contacts and he knew what to
expect. One thing in his mind then was to obey the commandment of
the Lord.
All will be well only when we obey God. Trust not man nor wealth, not
even our own wisdom. Only God knows best, and He wants the best
for His children.

THOUGHT: God is able to abase those who resist Him.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee for bearing with my disobedience.
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THURSDAY, MAY 29
JONAH 3:4-5
ACTS 10:19-20

“Arise therefore, and get thee down,
and go with them, doubting nothing…”

GOD’S GRACE IS IRRESISTIBLE
There is one message that runs through the whole Bible, that salvation
is by grace. God responded to the sin of Adam by His mercy. He offered
to save man from that grievous sin. In every generation He has sent
His servants to tell the people of that gracious offer. It is this attribute
of God that moved Him to send Jonah to go to Nineveh. God’s wishes
must come to fulfilment.
It is indicated in Hebrews 1:2 that God has spoken to us in these last
days through His Son. When the time came for the apostles to go to
the Gentile nations to preach the gospel, there was some resistance
even among the disciples of Christ. It took a miracle from heaven to
convince Peter to go with the men who had come from the house of
Cornelius. Again thereafter he was called before a council to answer
why he had gone to the Gentiles. Like Jonah, they had to learn to
overcome that negative attitude towards other nations because that
was God’s desire.
When God commands, man has only one obligation – to obey without
question. Any act of disobedience invites a punitive response from
the Almighty. In the case of the early disciples, the Lord sent
persecution that forced them to scatter and to preach wherever they
went.

THOUGHT: How have I resisted God’s commission?
PRAYER: Lord, lead me where Thou want me to go.
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FRIDAY, MAY 30
JONAH 3:3-5
JEREMIAH 1:7

“…for thou shalt go to all that
I shall send thee, and whatsoever I
command thee thou shalt speak.”

JONAH’S TASK AT NINEVEH
The city of Nineveh is described as an exceeding great city of three
days’ journey. This, according to the reckoning formula of those days,
is equivalent to about one hundred kilometres. This was the
circumference of the city wall. One day’s journey will be about thirty
kilometers. So the prophet went the length of one day’s journey across
the city and proclaimed his message to the Ninevites. The association
between Assyria and Israel would help us understand the story of
Jonah. The Assyrians were perennial enemies of Israel and subsequently
God used them to carry Israel to captivity.
Jonah cried against the city and said that within forty days she would
be overthrown. The text does not record everything that he said, but
the main message is that those people had sinned against God. They
needed to repent and turn to God for their salvation. The people of
Nineveh did not know anything about the God of Israel, but like other
nations they knew of idols. Jonah must have told them first about the
true God and secondly, what God wanted them to do. As a prophet,
God gave him the wisdom to share his message with clarity so that
everybody understood. It turned out to be a very powerful message as
the Holy Spirit attended to its proclamation.
How do you respond when you hear the Word of God?

THOUGHT: God gave a message to His servants.
PRAYER: Lord, empower Thy servants to preach Thy Word today.
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SATURDAY, MAY 31
JONAH 3:5-9
MATTHEW 23:12

“And whosoever shall exalt himself
shall be abased; and he that
shall humble himself shall be exalted.”

HUMILITY IN REPENTANCE
The response to Jonah’s message was a spiritual revival that came as
the people repented and believed in God.
They proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the
least of them. This was a demonstration of great humility before a great
God. Putting on sackcloth (the garment of the poorest) and sitting in
ashes to appear malnourished was a means of self-humiliation. It is an
acknowledgment that without God man is nothing. This was what the
people of Nineveh felt about themselves after the preaching of Jonah.
The news of Jonah’s preaching also came to the king of Nineveh; he
never regarded Jonah as a foreign intruder. Instead he had a humble
heart and descended from his throne and put away his robe, the royal
apparel. He exchanged it for the poor man’s clothing. He also sat in
ashes. The message that God exalted those who humble themselves
was learned easily. As Jonah preached, this was the only way God
could save their land from destruction within forty days. Also, as a
king he gave out a command as told in verses 7 and 8, “And he caused
it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of
the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor
flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water: But let man
and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea,
let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is
in their hands.” He hinted that the people of the city lived in an evil
way and that violence was the order of the day.

THOUGHT: The response was such that only God could have done it.
PRAYER: Lord, send us such a revival in our churches today.
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LORD’S DAY, JUNE 1
JONAH 3:5-10
2 PETER 3:9

“…not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance.”

GOD DESIRES ALL TO BE SAVED
The prophet must have told the Ninevites about all their sins and they
could readily see the consequences of their evil ways. The king hoped
that God would change His mind about what He had determined against
the city. This is seen in the wording of his decree. Prayers and
repentance were the only hope of their salvation. Repentance is a
rejection of sin, restitution and pledge not to continue in the way of sin
again. The people of Nineveh made this commitment by fasting and
calling upon God to save them. God turned away His fierce anger and
the nation did not perish.
God responded to their submission as the people of Nineveh repented.
He heard their prayers and did not visit them with the evils that He had
determined upon them if they had continued in their evil ways without
repenting. God’s desire was for them to be saved and the reason He
compelled Jonah to go and preach to them. He also touched their
hearts so that they readily obeyed the preaching of the prophet. What
God told Nineveh, He is also telling His people today, that if you hear
His voice, do not harden your heart.

THOUGHT: Put on sackcloth and ashes today.
PRAYER: Lord, give me a repentant heart.
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MONDAY, JUNE 2
JONAH 4:1-3
ROMANS 15:27

“…the Gentiles have been made partakers of
their spiritual things...”

GOD’S MERCY IS MANIFESTED
The response of Jonah to God’s mercy upon Nineveh brings up a
contrast between man and God. Jonah wished that the city would
perish within forty days as he had preached. God granted the people of
Nineveh the grace to repent and they were spared from the destruction.
It is not God’s wish that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance. This is what He demonstrated in Nineveh but Jonah
thought otherwise. God’s will however always prevails.
The response to the preaching of the prophet in Nineveh is what any
evangelist today wishes to see when he preaches. It is a great joy to
see men and women, small and great, humble themselves before the
Lord. This was not Jonah’s pleasure; he did the opposite of the
expectation. Note the words of the text, “it displeased Jonah
exceedingly, and he was very angry.” This reaction shows that he had
very strong feelings against Nineveh. This attitude was motivated by
his national pride and personal pride. His nation and him only deserved
the grace of God. This was also the original motive that made him to
want to go to Tarshish, and he admitted this fact here as he anticipated
that the Lord would have mercy on the people of Nineveh. He prayed
a selfish prayer revealing what was in his heart and not the will of God.
In revisiting his earlier rejection, he was saying that he did not learn
any lesson from the belly of the fish episode. He would still try to flee
to Tarshish if it were possible. This is a manifestation of his carnal
desire.

THOUGHT: Carnal reaction comes from corrupt human nature.
PRAYER: Lord, may the people of all races, tribe and nation repent.
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TUESDAY, JUNE 3
JONAH 4:1-3
ACTS 17:16

“…his sprit was stirred in him, when he saw
the city wholly given to idolatry.”

LOVE ADVANCES THE GOSPEL
A casual talk with any of the Jews then would reveal the same general
human nature and feelings about self as those of Jonah. They had a
self-righteous spirit and a feeling that their nation was superior to
others. Even among professing Christians that feeling also exists; they
identify themselves with their race and interests first, then second as
Christians. This is not a biblical attitude but a stumbling block to the
advancement of the faith. Faithful missionaries and evangelists who
have been used of the Lord to bring many souls to salvation across
different races and tribes have had to cast away these earthly
differences. Their love for the Lord and obedience to the Great
Commission has brought great blessing to many for centuries.
The Apostle Paul as a committed missionary had an antidote to that
carnal attitude when he spoke thus to the Athenians, “And hath made
of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth,
and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of
their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might
feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us”
(Acts 17:26-27). God did not directly condemn Jonah for what he did,
but He disapproved of his attitude and sought to teach him by
experience to know the mind of the Lord concerning sinners. The
prophet however was no stranger to God’s position in this regard.
What is God teaching you today? Learn the lesson quickly, and learn
it well.

THOUGHT: It is a Christian duty to rescue perishing souls.
PRAYER: Lord, may more doors be opened for the gospel.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4
JONAH 4:1-3
JOHN 3:16

“For God so loved the world.
that he gave his only begotten Son...”

GOD’S MERCY IS STATED
Jonah admitted his full knowledge of God’s mercy and he stated this in
verse 2b, “I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to
anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.”
Salvation for sinners is only by grace because this is unchangeable.
God will not react with anger or bitterness as Jonah did, for He is
merciful and slow to anger. The wickedness of men is very provoking
and the prophet reacted as a human being, but God’s approach is
different from that of man. God is of great kindness and changes His
actions concerning evil upon man’s repentance. Jonah was instructed
in all this knowledge about God but he needed a heart’s conviction.
The longsuffering of God gave a second chance to the people of
Nineveh and the intended destruction was deferred as they repented
in ashes and sackcloth. It is comforting for any sinner to know that
God is willing to give time for repentance and that he has a chance of
salvation.
The spirit that Jonah showed continued to occupy the Jewish mindset.
In the New Testament era, they forbade the apostles from preaching to
the Gentiles that they might be saved. They wanted to retain adherence
to their own traditions. It was with gratitude to the Lord that the apostles
did not listen to them but they weathered the storm to bring the good
news of salvation to all nations. God’s goodness stands out in contrast
to the defective thoughts of men. Jonah did not see any purpose of
even living and that was why he prayed that he might die. However,
God directed him otherwise. He asked him if he did well to be angry.

THOUGHT: God’s people ought to repent of their carnal attitude.
PRAYER: Lord, may I conform to Thy revealed will.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 5
JONAH 4:4-11
1 KINGS 19:4-8

“…and went in the strength of that meat
forty days and forty nights unto Horeb…”

OBJECT LESSON FOR THE PROPHET
The Lord is never limited in His resources in instructing His people.
Nineveh was located in a desert country and the summer heat could be
unbearable. Jonah had no place to place his head as he was a stranger.
He went to an open place outside the city and built himself a booth. He
waited to see what would happen to the city. The heat was too much
for him.
The Lord used the opportunity to teach him an object lesson. He has
power over nature and here He uses nature to instruct the prophet. He
prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah. He had a cool
shadow and he was glad for the gourd. That was not the end for the
Lord prepared a worm the next night that smote the gourd and it
withered. Jonah again found himself in the discomfort of the heat.
Again he wished to die. He was always a pessimistic prophet. When
the Lord is there, one needs to be hopeful for good and not to despair.
Jonah saw nothing good out of God’s revelation to him. He wanted to
die. The Lord asked him if he did well to be angry with the gourd and he
answered that he did well. God showed him the purpose of the lesson.
He told him that it was necessary for Him to save Nineveh, a city with
many people. God’s work is not done by human opinion. Every effort
should be made so that others may come to the gracious salvation that
God has offered to all men.

THOUGHT: God’s thoughts are not man’s thoughts.
PRAYER: Lord, teach us through the miracles of creation.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 6
MICAH 1:1
ISAIAH 1:1

“…which he saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah…”

THE PROPHECY OF MICAH
Micah was a prophet from the countryside like Amos. He came from
Moresheth, which was such a lowly place that even its location is little
known. Apart from this mention of his home city, little else is known of
this prophet. The mention of four kings of Judah indicates that he
came from Judah. His prophecies cover both Israel and Judah. Israel
was taken captive to Assyria during his ministry in 722 BC. His ministry
covers nearly fifty years (739-689 BC). He was a contemporary of Isaiah.
The first chapter gives the main theme of the book, the judgment of
Israel.
The opening remark, “The word of the LORD that came to Micah”
authenticates his message and calling as being of divine origin. Micah
was called to deliver a message of judgment to the people of Jerusalem.
Burdened by the abusive treatment of the poor by the rich and
influential, the prophet turned his verbal rebukes to anyone who would
use his social or political power for personal gain. One-third of Micah’s
book exposes the sins of his countrymen; another third pictures the
punishment God is about to send; and the final third holds out the
hope of restoration.
Micah’s ministry reached even the kings and his message was
published in the palace. The introductory words that gave the names
of four kings in whose time Micah prophesied shows the important
place of his calling. He addressed his message to all Israel even though
the kingdom was then divided and one part was taken captive during
his ministry. God sent prophets to this nation frequently to show that
He was faithful to the covenant that He had made with their fathers.

THOUGHT: God demands justice for His people.
PRAYER: Lord, help Thy people to do justly and to love mercy.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 7
MICAH 1:2-5
MICAH 5:2

“…out of thee shall he come forth unto me
that is to be ruler in Israel…”

THE FULFILMENT OF PROPHECY AND MESSAGE
The main fulfilment of that covenant in verse 3 is in Jesus Christ who
was to come. Apart from other revelations, Micah prophesied about
the place of the birth of the Messiah in Micah 5:2. He was to be born in
Bethlehem the city of David. The hope of eternal salvation for Israelis
was the main message of the prophets.
Micah called upon the Lord to be a witness against Judah from His
holy temple. This mention in his opening remarks tells of the solemnity
of what he was going to tell them. He was not reciting a poem to
entertain a gathering of merry-makers. He was delivering a message
from the Most High God. It was a message that had to be heard with
both ears wide open. It was a message to the heart, not to the mind. In
verse 3, Micah made an allusion to the first advent of Christ. This is an
indirect reference that God is omnipresent and nothing prevents Him
from occupying the place that His hands have made.
The prophet followed with an expression of natural upheavals on the
earth, that the mountains would melt under Him and the valleys would
be cleft, as wax before a fire or as waters that were poured upon the
steep place. He might have been referring to a particular event known
to Israel at the time as it suggests a volcanic eruption or earthquake.
The hand of the Lord is in these events.
Such upheavals are recognised even in the secular world as acts of
God. The world’s attention is drawn to recent events where they can
see Him in action. The nations today are highly developed in technology
and thus can utilise human skill to the maximum. But who is stronger
than God the Creator? This was Micah’s message to Israel.

THOUGHT: How great Thou art!
PRAYER: Lord, may I always submit to Thy message.
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LORD’S DAY, JUNE 8
MICAH 1:5-8
1 KINGS 12:25-30

“…and this thing became a sin:
for the people went to worship
before the one, even unto Dan.”

REASONS FOR GOD’S JUDGMENT
Punishment comes because of sin; this is the general cause of separation
between God and man. In the case of Israel at this time, there were
specific sins that were committed. The prophet posed rhetorical
questions thus, “For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the
sins of the house of Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob? is it not
Samaria? and what are the high places of Judah? are they not
Jerusalem?” (v 5).
The sin of Jeroboam the first king of the divided kingdom of Israel was
the watershed of all the transgressions of the nation for many years.
He instituted the worship of idols in Israel by setting up and dedicating
the altars in Dan and Bethel. This idolatry became the religion of the
nation for all the years of those kings that followed him. It was indeed
their rejection of God and a great sin. Judah also was not spared the
temptation to embrace that perverse worship. They did this with all
impunity in direct disregard of God’s Law. God could not sit back and
let them get away with such serious transgressions. Sin had to be
punished. The city of Samaria was the capital of the Northern Kingdom.
It was built as a strong city under King Ahab. This was the same king
who that added Baal worship to the idolatry of Israel. As a punishment
for her sins, the Lord said that the city would be as a heap of the field
and as plantings of a vineyard, and He would pour down stones thereof
to the valley and would discover its foundations. This was a declaration
of the complete destruction of the city.
In those days, the strength of a city was in its structure. The building
of a city took a long time and hard labour and it was the symbol of the
power of the king. Samaria was now destined to be brought down and
reduced to nothing.

THOUGHT: What is the sin of the church today?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to flee idolatry of any kind.
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MONDAY, JUNE 9
MICAH 1:9-16
ROMANS 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death;
but the gift of God is eternal life…”

GOD PUNISHES SIN
The words of the prophet regarding the nature of God’s justice agree
with those of his contemporaries. God does not allow sin to go
unpunished. It was therefore in line with His pronounced vengeance
that Samaria was thus condemned.
Judah would be judged also because she partook of the sins of Israel.
These are the opening remarks of the prophet to Judah, “For her
wound is incurable; for it is come unto Judah; he is come unto the
gate of my people, even to Jerusalem.” He continued to express what
would befall the nation in a lamentation. He mentioned the cities of
Judah beginning with Jerusalem and then Gath, Aphrah, Saphir, Zaanan,
Bethezel, Maroth and Lachish. The inhabitants of all these cities had
transgressed against the Lord and were to be punished. The glory of
Israel would be given away and their children would go into captivity
as slaves.
The character of Israel in this regard is common to a sinful heart; it is
deceitful and desperately wicked. They were freed from the slavery of
Egypt but now they were again getting entangled with the yoke of
bondage. To this Paul would warn us today, “Stand fast therefore in
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage” (Gal 5:1).
God does not leave Himself without witness. Micah was sent to
complement other servants, and confirmed God’s message. They were
faithful servants of the Lord. The chorus of retribution for sin was their
main message. Sin separates us from God. Forsake it and follow the
Lord to the very last.

THOUGHT: God is a just God, and He chastises the disobedient
PRAYER: Lord, help me to be submissive to Thy precepts.
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TUESDAY, JUNE 10
MICAH 2:1-11
COLOSSIANS 3:5

“…and covetousness, which is idolatry.”

MICAH’S REFLECTION ON THE SINS
OF THE NATION (1)
Micah was a preacher of righteousness and had to correct the evils
that he saw in the nation. He spoke to the people, in line with God’s
moral law. He represented God in the midst of the people and had to
ensure that the people knew the ways of the Lord. He rebuked the
transgressors and showed the kind of punishment that was determined
against them for their particular evils.
The prophet spoke harshly towards these people; he did not mention
any particular group, but he addressed the whole nation showing that
there were such people among them. He opened his message saying,
“Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds!
when the morning is light, they practise it, because it is in the power
of their hand” (v 1). The inclination of a sinful heart deserves a curse.
It also indicates the deceitfulness of the human heart that thinks only
of evil perpetually.
Fields were the main source of wealth in those days and so the people
valued them very much. The basic necessities were produced in the
fields to feed the families. But this God-given task sometimes leads to
covetousness. One event leading to another has proven that
covetousness is the mother of all sins. This was the prophet’s
observation on the conduct of the people of Israel. He used God’s Law
to judge their behaviour.
It was about this time that the biblical account of Ahab coveting
Naboth’s vineyard was told (1 Kings 21). Naboth had a vineyard at
Jezreel next to Ahab’s. Ahab coveted and went ahead to ask to buy the
vineyard. The owner refused saying that it was his fathers’ heritage.
The king was grieved and colluded with his wife to have Naboth stoned
to death. It was then that the Lord sent the prophet Elijah to come and
reprove the king for that deed.
THOUGHT: “Thou shalt not covet…” (Exod 20:17).
PRAYER: Lord, save me from the curse of covetousness.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11
MICAH 2:1-11
1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-10

“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God?”

MICAH’S REFLECTION ON THE SINS
OF THE NATION (2)
The people that Micah reproved did not have any better sense of
moral right than Ahab. They coveted fields of the under-privileged and
took them away by violence. They also took their houses and heritage,
thus oppressing them. Their covetousness made them devise evil
schemes in their beds and in the end they killed and stole. They would
never stop at anything but they would continue to exercise their wicked
ways to their own destruction.
God gave the Law to curb such excesses. However, the carnal minded
person does not have a sense of the true and righteous. There is a
world of difference between a believer and a non-believer. Though
both are not immune to sin, the believer will have a guilty conscience
and will repent. The Holy Spirit that indwells a believer will not allow
such a person to remain in a state of habitual sin.
The Lord did not have kind words towards such people, they were in
for retribution. “Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, against this
family do I devise an evil, from which y shall not remove your necks;
neither shall ye go haughtily: for this time is evil” (v 3). The divine
reaction in such circumstances can lead to regret and it is usually not
because the people were remorseful over their sins, but because of the
pain of the consequences. The desperation of the victims is a cry to
God. God’s thoughts are not the same as those of men, and with Him
there is no respect of persons. As such, He will not hesitate to mete out
justice where it belongs. In Israel, such transgressors are counted as
outcasts and are excluded from the congregation of the Lord. Such
people close their ears to the prophecies of the Lord’s messengers.
They will tell them not to prophesy to them. On the other hand, God
rewards those who walk uprightly.

THOUGHT: “Thou shalt not steal” (Exod 20:15).
PRAYER: Lord, may I meditate on Thy Word day and night.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 12
MICAH 2:12-13
ISAIAH 53:6-10

“All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned every one to his own way...”

GOD’S TRUTH PREVAILS
It is always easy for people to forget that there is God and that He is
able to punish evil. Such people close their hearts to the conscience
that speaks to them and go ahead to do as they please. They only
wake up when they feel the pain of their transgression. The prophets
endeavoured to correct such attitudes but often with little success.
Israel was this kind of people.
A manifestation of their transgression: They were unkind to strangers
and also oppressed their women because they could not defend
themselves, and they commit many such evils. They were warned to
abstain from such atrocities as they would not escape destruction.
Note the warning in verse 10, “Arise ye, and depart; for this is not
your rest: because it is polluted, it shall destroy you, even with a sore
destruction.” Only a fool will not heed such warnings.
In contrast to the true prophets of God, there were also many false
prophets. These were the ones who encouraged the people to continue
in their evil ways. This was the trend in those days and these were
numerous. Elijah and Micaiah encountered hundreds. Falsehood
always tries to put up an impressive face to cover-up. Micah also had
to point out this deception and declare God’s truth.
The remnant would be gathered to the Lord. They are referred to as
such because the majority follows the multitude to do evil. The Lord
remembers the few who remain faithful to Him. The remnant would be
separated to holiness as distinct people of the Lord. The Lord would
lead them as their King.

THOUGHT: Flee to the Saviour for salvation and eternal peace.
PRAYER: Lord, may Thy truth prevail.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 13
MICAH 3:1-4
PROVERBS 14:34

“Righteousness exalteth a nation:
but sin is a reproach to any people.”

THE LEADERS OF ISRAEL ARE REBUKED
A nation rises or falls because of the leaders. Here the prophet directs
his message to princes and religious leaders. They are people who
have a say in the direction that the nation takes. In the religious
leadership, the false prophets also infiltrate and greatly influence the
course of the nation’s morality. God keeps an eye on all these things
and reproves falsehoods. He calls on the righteous to stand for Him.
The deviation from God’s moral standards brings ruin to the nation.
Micah spoke to the leaders. In his opening statement, the prophet
placed the responsibility on the leaders indicating their obvious duty.
He said, “And I said, Hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob, and ye
princes of the house of Israel; Is it not for you to know judgment?” (v
1). The leaders of the nation, whether a king, a priest or a prophet, were
expected to discharge their duties as mandated in their call to the office.
Micah did not have kind words for the leaders of those days; he said
that they hated good and loved evil. The expression indicates that
they oppressed the underprivileged and left them in abject poverty.
They took away everything. When they did this, they failed to be
leaders of the people, but they took advantage of them and in effect
they became slave-masters. Their deeds separated them from God and
when they prayed, God would not hear them. This is the prophet’s
verdict over their attitude, “Then shall they cry unto the LORD, but he
will not hear them: he will even hide his face from them at that time,
as they have behaved themselves ill in their doings” (v 4).
The Lord is specific in giving directions. He gave the Law to Moses,
He counseled Joshua to adhere to His Law in order to succeed in his
leadership. He commanded every king to keep the Law.

THOUGHT: God’s appointment comes with responsibilities.
PRAYER: Lord, raise trustworthy leaders in my nation.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 14
MICAH 3:1-4
ISAIAH 3:12

“…O my people, they which
lead thee cause thee to err,
and destroy the way of thy paths.”

LEADERSHIP REQUIRES GODLY WISDOM
Leadership requires selfless devotion and diligence to ensure that the
expected service is rendered to the maximum. However, selfish motives
quickly overtake unwise leaders. Their conduct is described in a very
unfavourable manner and the prophet has the duty to correct their
waywardness.
Gill has this to say on verse 4, “Then shall they cry unto the Lord, but
he will not hear them... When all the above evils threatened them in the
preceding chapters shall come upon them; when the enemy shall invade
their hind, besiege their cities, and take them, and they, their families
and substance, just ready to fall into their hands, they shall cry unto
the Lord; or pray unto him, … in the time of their distress; but he will
not hear their prayer, so as to answer it according to their desire; that
is, he will not save them from imminent danger, but deliver them up,
them, and all that belong unto them, into the hands of such that shall
use them as they have done others: he will even hide his face from
them at that time; turn his back upon them, and a deaf ear to them, and
show them no favour, nor grant them any help and protection: as they
have behaved themselves ill in their doings; he will punish them
according to the law of retaliation; as when the poor cried unto them,
when they were stripping them of their substance, and they would not
hearken to them, so now, when they cry unto the Lord in their distress,
he will not hearken to them; and as they turned their backs, and hid
their faces from those that were afflicted by them, and would show
them no favour, so will the Lord deal with them; and as they exercised
the utmost cruelty and barbarity that could be done, they will now be
given up into the hands of cruel and merciless men, that will use them
in like manner: or, because they have done ill in their doings to the
poor, whose cause God will defend and vindicate.”

THOUGHT: It is a sad fact that many are inclined to transgression.
PRAYER: “Lead me, O LORD in thy righteousness…” (Ps 5:8).
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LORD’S DAY, JUNE 15
MICAH 3:5-7
MATTHEW 7:22-23

“And then will I profess unto them,
I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity.”

THE L ORD’S MESSAGE TO THE FALSE PROPHETS
They were called “prophets” (v 5) because they identified themselves
as such. But they were false prophets. They made the people to err
and bite with their teeth and cry, “Peace.” However, in reality they
prepared war against them. They were hypocrites who pretended to be
true prophets of God, but their deeds spoke of their falsehood.
The Lord had passed a judgment on them and night-fall would come
upon them so that they would not have a vision; there would be
darkness over them. They would try to divine but the sun would go
down over them. The day would be darkness over them so that they
would not operate normally. This is a figure of speech to show that
their activities will be irrational and will not yield anything positive.
They did the opposite of their expectation. They shall be ashamed as
God would not answer them. They would be confounded and cover
their lips because there was no response to their cry.
The Scripture prescribes a formula for testing these liars, as they were
rampant in all of Bible history. Their teachings, prophecies and lives
speak for them, whether they are from God or for themselves. Normally
they will teach lies and pretend it is truth. Isaiah says that if they do
not speak according to the Word of God, it is because there is no light
in them (Isa 8:20). All the prophets and the apostles exhort believers to
have their conversation as it becomes the Holy Scriptures. There is
great temptation even today for pastors to seek fame or money at the
expense of obeying God. Beware!

THOUGHT: False prophets are agents of Satan.
PRAYER: Lord, keep me vigilant against false prophets.
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MONDAY, JUNE 16
MICAH 3:8-12
JOHN 8:32

“And ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free.”

MICAH VINDICATES HIMSELF
AS A PROPHET OF GOD
In the midst of all that falsehood Micah stood firm. He declared that
truly he was full of power by the spirit of the Lord. He exercised
judgment that he might declare to the house of Jacob her
transgressions. He was not ashamed for he was confident as he spoke
the truth. He was a light in the midst of darkness. He spoke his mind to
those in Israel who were rebellious. Though many did not listen, at
least there was a testimony to withstand the rebellion.
God’s judgment upon the land: The prophet said that the heads and
princes of Israel abhor judgment and pervert equity. He addressed
them directly to listen to what the word of the Lord was saying to them.
The language that he used shows that these leaders were against
righteousness and they wanted to act after their own evil desire. The
prophet told them that they were building their city with blood and
iniquity. All the leaders, judges, prophets and priests were all corrupt
and they rendered their services for pay. They took bribes and taught
that the Lord was with them and no evil would come upon them. The
prophet used strong language, showing that they were ignorant and
foolish.
Israel in this context is thus stated in verse 12, “Therefore shall Zion
for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps,
and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest.” The
story of the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzer, king of
Babylon, proves Micah to be true. All who take the word of the Lord
lightly, as these leaders of Israel did, are destined for the same doom.

THOUGHT: Every message of God has its intention.
PRAYER: Lord, let me respond to Thy message as guided by truth.
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TUESDAY, JUNE 17
MICAH 4:1-5
LUKE 21:31

“…when ye see these things come to
pass, know ye that the kingdom
of God is nigh at hand.”

THE PROPHECY OF THE LAST DAYS
The prophets of the Old Testament saw events far and near. In the text,
Micah depicted a scene in the Second Coming of Christ when there
would be a restoration of perfect peace upon the earth. He showed
these things in stages. They related primarily to Israel and their history
and how God would guide them to that end. He spoke at a time when
many enemies threatened Israel, but he promised a peaceful future. All
nations were also included as they would know the Saviour. This was
the prophet’s observation.
The restoration of Israel: The mountain of the house of the Lord is
Jerusalem; the prophet told of its establishment in the last days. He
spoke with the knowledge that the condition of the city at that time
would not last forever. He was speaking here about its restoration. He
said that it would be exalted above the hills and people would flow to
it. These would not only be the Jews; many nations would call upon
others to go with them to the mountain of the Lord. Their expectation
in the house of the God of Jacob was that they would be taught in His
ways and they would walk in His paths.
In Bible history, it was the prophecies of the Messiah that gave Jerusalem
its prominence. The Jews who were the immediate recipients of this
message did not know the full revelation as it is now told in the gospels.
When Jesus came, much of His work was centred in Israel, and upon
His ascension, it was foretold that He would return in the same manner
to Mount Olives, a hill outside the city. It was told in the text that the
law would go forth out of Zion and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
It was at Jerusalem that Christ commissioned the Apostles (Acts 1:8);
and it was also there that the Holy Spirit came upon them on the day of
Pentecost, with people of many nations represented.

THOUGHT: Jerusalem is a symbol of God’s presence.
PRAYER: Lord, Thy kingdom come.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18
MICAH 4:1-5
ROMANS 14:19

“Let us therefore follow after the things
which make for peace…”

THE RESTORATION OF PEACE
The expression used shows that there would be perfect peace:“And he
shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off;
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears
into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more” (v 3). The prophet Isaiah was
a contemporary of Micah and he used exactly the same words to tell of
those days (Isa 2:2-4). The judge here will not be an earthly judge but
will be the Messiah Himself.
Micah spoke seven hundred years before the coming of Christ; he was
then looking at the future. The prophecy was partially fulfilled at the
first advent of Christ and the establishment of the New Testament
Church. The prophecy in verse 3 looked to a distant future which was
yet to be fulfilled. The Jews might have thought that Christ would fulfil
this at His first coming. There was a time in the life of Christ that they
even wanted to make Him king by force, but the Lord declined their
offer saying that His kingdom was not of this world. The book of
Revelation tells us that Christ shall reign on earth for a thousand years.
In the eschatological calendar, it will come after the Great Tribulation.
There are other expressions of that time of history in the Bible. The
Prince of peace shall reign and the weapons of warfare shall be
converted into tools of food production. The power of strong nations
shall cease, there will be no threat of war and thus the weapons will be
rendered useless. In those days, they used simple weapons and tools.
Today, both warfare and farming use high-tech machines. All these will
be converted for peaceful use. Every household shall be safe as
everyone sits under his vine and under his fig tree and none is going
to make them afraid.
May God fill your heart with peace even now as you look forward to
the return of the Prince of peace.
THOUGHT: Who does not yearn for the restoration of peace today!
PRAYER: Lord, let the Prince of peace come soon.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 19
MICAH 4:6-13
EZRA 1:1-3

“…that the word of the LORD by the mouth
of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus…”

THE RESTORATION OF LAW AND ORDER
The afflicted and those who were driven out would be assembled at
Jerusalem. Israel knew of a time of confusion when they had no king
and also knew the upheavals that came to nations around them. There
was also a prediction of a time when they would be taken to exile and
their city would be destroyed. Honest students of prophecy at that
time knew that such a time would come, thus the restoration of law and
order in the nation was greatly desired.
The prophet gave a promise for this when he said, “And I will make
her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong
nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from
henceforth, even for ever” (v 7). Besides that, the nation would have
dominion and nations would come to her. It would not be a kingdom
that comes and goes but one that would last forever. In the heydays of
the British Empire it was said that the sun never sets on it. That was
true then but the events of history changed that. This attests to the
fragile nature of man-made kingdoms due to the breakdown of law and
order.
At that time, there would be no cause for crying for there would be a
king and counselor. The prophet brought up the illustration of a woman
in travail. All the travail and cry for pain turned to joy when a child was
born. This is the same picture that the Lord Jesus used in John 16:2021. Micah spoke of the afflictions that were to befall Israel including
the captivity to Babylon. The nation however was promised a
deliverance and redemption by the Lord from the hand of the enemies.
Thus far the prophecy has been fulfilled and the long distance prediction
will also come. The treatment that Ezra and Nehemiah received from the
kings of Persia attests to what the Lord is able to do. It all began with
the unilateral decree of Cyrus to allow them return and to rebuild
Jerusalem and the temple.
THOUGHT: The fulfilment of prophecy confirms God’s Word.
PRAYER: Lord, may I not doubt Thy word of prophecy.
81

FRIDAY, JUNE 20
MICAH 4:6-13
2 THESSALONIANS 2:16-17

“…which hath loved us, and hath given us
everlasting consolation
and good hope through grace…”

RETRIBUTION AGAINST THE ENEMIES
The Lord is always true to His word. He brings to pass His plans for
the nations. He is also aware of the resistance that the enemies of truth
are waging. In the prophecy, He would be there for Israel.
Many nations would be against her. These nations did not know the
Lord who protects Israel. Israel would be given horns like iron and
hoofs as brass. This is to say that the Lord will grant them victory over
their enemies as the description given is expressive of their superiority.
This did not come out of their power but was from the Lord. He dealt
with them the same way He did with David when he had to fight with
Goliath. The Lord just handed him the victory. The enemies of Israel
would be defeated and their property will be given to the Lord. This
long term prophecy is a pattern often seen in the Scriptures, and it will
come to pass in its own time as part of God’s eternal plan. Believers
today will be part of that eternal peace.
There is no biblical record of the four hundred years between the
Testaments. However, extra biblical history shows how God actively
sustained this nation under three Gentile powers. The world then was
prepared for the first coming of Christ.
God’s foresight of the future is always accurate; part of the prophecy
here is yet to be fulfilled and gives hope for believers today. There is
no peace in the world anywhere presently. Let us look forward to that
promise of peace as we trust in the saving power of Christ.

THOUGHT: Seek Christ today and have peace.
PRAYER: Lord, give me victory in Christ.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 21
MICAH 5:1-2
MATTHEW 24:14

“And this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world for
a witness unto all nations…”

THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST IS FORETOLD
The Lord demonstrated His infallible character and affirmed His
attribute as the All-Knowing God. He revealed to the prophets events
to come, and these events came to pass. The coming of the kingdom of
Christ is foretold. It shows a picture of Israel before and after the first
advent of Christ. It is the fulfilment of God’s covenant and ushering in
of the New Testament Church. Regardless of widespread unbelief among
the Jews they still hold a prominent place in God’s eternal plan for the
nations. Israel shall be saved (cf. Matt 24:14; Rev 1:7).
Micah wrote of events in history. These are the opening remarks in the
text, “Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of troops: he hath
laid siege against us: they shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod
upon the cheek.” The “daughter of troops” here refers to Judah and
the judge to be smitten is their king. The prophet saw far and near and
spoke of those events as they appeared to him. “This description has
obviously no fulfillment, except in the infliction by the Romans. For
there was no event, before the invasion by Sennacherib and accordingly
in the prophet’s own time, in which there is any seeming fulfillment of
it” (Albert Barnes).
The history of Israel during the inter-testamentary period is told only
in prophecy. Much of real events is gathered from the Apocrypha as
well as other historians, mainly Josephus. They tell of the resistance of
the Jews to the Greeks in what is called the Maccabean Revolt. Secondly
there was the overthrow of the Greeks by the Romans in 64 BC. It was
during the Roman occupation that Jesus was born. Another revolt led
to the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 by the Romans. This led to a
three-year resistance in the fortress of Masada that ended in mass
suicide among the Jews who had taken refuge there. Micah implied all
these events in his prophecy.

THOUGHT: Israel was defeated, but they always had a foothold.
PRAYER: Lord, may I always believe Thy promises.
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LORD’S DAY, JUNE 22
MICAH 5:1-3
MATTHEW 2:1-10

“And they said unto him,
In Bethlehem of Judaea: for
thus it is written by the prophet.”

THE PROPHECY OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
This text is well known for predicting the birth of Christ in Bethlehem.
This is one prophecy that the Jews expected its fulfilment with great
hope. They always recognised the ruler mentioned here as the Messiah.
Micah said, “ But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting” (v 2).
When Christ was born, the wise men from the east came to Jerusalem
to inquire of the king of the Jews that was born. Herod the king heard
this and he called the priests and the scribes to ask where Christ should
be born, and they quoted this prophecy as their confirmation. For
centuries now Bethlehem has become prominent as the birth place of
Christ. It lies between Jerusalem and Hebron. In that place today stands
the Church of Nativity, a great tourist attraction. When Christ began
His ministry He was known to be a resident of Nazareth in Galilee.
They used this prophecy to deny Him because they did not know that
He came from Bethlehem.
Christ is described as the everlasting ruler. This attribute could not be
given to anyone except the Messiah. Israel had kings and judges, all
had come and gone but this one was to last forever. This was a special
ruler who would subdue all the enemies. When Israel was under foreign
dominance, they were always saddened that there was none that could
lead them. They looked forward to the Messiah to subdue all their
enemies. When Christ came they rejected Him because He acted against
their expectations. The concern of the Jews then was how they might
defeat the Romans, but they never thought of eternal things.

THOUGHT: Christ is the eternal King and He came for that purpose.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee that Thy promises stand always.
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MONDAY, JUNE 23
MICAH 5:4-15
ROMANS 11:13-21

“…being a wild olive tree, wert grafted in
among them, and with them partakest of the
root and fatness of the olive tree.”

THE RE-GATHERING OF ISRAEL
Micah spoke at a time when the nation was destined for captivity and
Judah would return after seventy years. However in the years that
followed, they were under foreign dominance and were scattered after
the second destruction of Jerusalem. The prophet said that the remnant
would return unto the children of Israel. They were re-gathered in
readiness for the first coming of Christ and they would be re-gathered
again in readiness for His second coming. In the New Testament era,
all nations are included as part of the fulfilment of the covenant with
Abraham. However, Israel stands out as the root olive tree while the
other nations are the branches grafted into it. It shall be a great gathering
when the Lord shall come.
God shall feed them and they shall abide to the ends of the earth.
Strangers represented by the Assyrians shall come against them but
shall be resisted. These enemies will subdue Israel with some success
but eventually the land of Nimrod (Assyria) will be defeated. The
remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many nations. They will be
scattered among many nations and they are described as a lion among
the beasts of the forest and as a lion among the sheep. This ascribes
superiority to the house of Jacob. It is stated in plain language thus,
“Thine hand shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries, and all thine
enemies shall be cut off” (v 9). As much as believers in Christ are the
children of Abraham by faith, they are the remnants of the house of
Jacob, and the preaching of the gospel goes to every nation. There is
no nation that will stand against them for the hand of the Lord is lifted
up as a sign of victory.
The moral standing of the nation shall be greatly altered when the
Prince of peace comes. He listed a number of things that He is going to
cut off as a corrective measure.

THOUGHT: Prophetic proclamations are assurances of the Lord.
PRAYER: Lord, may I belong to the Kingdom of Christ.
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TUESDAY, JUNE 24
MICAH 6:1-5
1 SAMUEL 15:22

“ …Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
and to hearken than the fat of rams.”

THE PROPHET’S WARNING TO ISRAEL (1)
There was contention as the Lord had a controversy against Israel.
The prophet opened with this call to attention, “Hear ye, O mountains,
the LORD’s controversy, and ye strong foundations of the earth: for
the LORD hath a controversy with his people, and he will plead with
Israel” (v 2).
The prophet conveys a message of the Lord calling upon Israel to
listen. The state of the nation then was not reflecting what the Lord
had done for them in the past. The Lord highlighted some historic
events in which He had dealt with the nation. He required of them
obedience and not sacrifice. The wise would know the Lord and the
wicked would heap to themselves abominable treasure. God would
visit their sins. The words of Micah are a manifestation of God’s mercy.
The Lord was seeking to correct that situation. He pleaded with them
to testify against Him. He knew there was nothing they could say but
He wanted them to know that they were obliged to listen to Him. The
nation had grown up under God’s constant care and this was
demonstrated in every detail in the history of the nation. The Lord
recalled the salvation that He saved them from Egypt. That was the
landmark that could not be erased by time or negligence. Egypt was
like a birthplace of Israel, for in a period of four hundred years she grew
from less than a hundred persons to millions. The Lord brought them
out of that land and settled them in the land of Canaan. Moses, Aaron
and Miriam were mentioned as the chief characters in that deliverance.
They played a pivotal role in bringing to pass the success of the Exodus.

THOUGHT: History is an object lesson.
PRAYER: Lord, let me learn obedience.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
MICAH 6:1-9
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”
ROMANS 12: 1
THE PROPHET’S WARNING TO ISRAEL (2)
The episode of Balak, the king of Moab, who consulted with Balaam
was brought up by the prophet. His acts were used as a warning to the
church of Pergamos in the Book of Revelation. This explains the damage
that this episode brought to the relationship between the Lord and
Israel. The Lord assisted the nation through that great damage that
Balak desired to bring upon them. It is concluded in the text that it was
done so that Israel may know the righteousness of the Lord. These
words were said in the background of constant transgression by the
nation.
The Lord often sent the prophets to show people their faults and to
persuade them to return to the Lord. There were many other events in
history in which the Lord had dealt graciously with Israel despite her
constant transgression. It was necessary to look back to all these so
that they might serve as a guide to the present. The Apostle John is
the last prophet in the Book of Revelation and the warning to the
churches is the same as those of his predecessors.
The prophet stated what God requires most in the form of rhetorical
questions. He said, “Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and
bow myself before the high God? shall I come before him with burnt
offerings, with calves of a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with
thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give
my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?” (vv 6-7).
While the law prescribes burnt offerings and sacrifices as a means of
worship in the Old Testament, the main factor of commitment does not
lie in the sacrifices but in the hearts of the penitent. When Paul wrote
to the Romans, he pointed out clearly what offering meant.

THOUGHT: Godly character and obedience supersedes all things.
PRAYER: Lord, may I be a worthy sacrifice before Thee.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 26
MICAH 6:10-16
ECCLESIASTES 7:12

“…that wisdom giveth life
to them that have it.”

A CALL TO EXERCISE WISDOM
The wise shall discern the voice of the Lord. The Lord’s voice cries in
the city, as the prophet said, and the man of wisdom shall see His
name. This kind of call makes use of common sense. The meaning of
God’s image in man is that he is endowed with the ability to discern
between good and evil. In addition to this, God has revealed His will in
His written Law and the prophets were sent to instruct the people in
the observation of these laws. With this comes righteousness and
godly character.
Micah also pointed out that there were treasures of wickedness in the
house of the wicked and the scant measure that was abominable (v 10).
“Abominable” means “very hateful; detestable; lothesome. This word
is applicable to whatever is odious to the mind or offensive to the
senses” (Webster Dictionary).
In Israel, Baal worship was the worst abomination that destroyed the
holy character of the nation. Ahab was reputed to be the worst king of
Israel that worshiped this foreign deity. He also enforced the homage
to this idol and appointed prophets to imitate the prophets of God.
Social evils were also common. They used false balances and bags of
deceitful weights. This in effect meant they were stealing from others
to earn evil treasure. In addition, the rich men of the nation were full of
violence. They spoke lies and deceit, thus destroying love between
brethren. God is concerned not only with how people relate to Him but
also how they relate among themselves. The giving of the Ten
Commandments has this fact in view.

THOUGHT: The Lord cares for His people despite their waywardness.
PRAYER: Lord, may I exercise wisdom in relating to Thee.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 27
MICAH 7:1-6
REVELATION 2:1-6

“Remember therefore from whence
thou art fallen, and repent,
and do the first works…”

THE DECLINE OF PIETY IN THE NATION
In this last chapter Micah summed up his prophetic ministry in
committing himself and the nation to the Lord, who is merciful and
hears their prayer and forgives His people. He found solace in God and
gave praise to His majesty. This was a message of hope for the nation
as he ended in recalling His covenant to Jacob and Abraham.
The prophet opened with a lamentation over the decline of piety in the
nation and growth of ungodliness. He used the allegory of summer
fruits and grape-gleanings. There was no cluster to eat as his soul
desired the first-ripe fruits. This is a picture of death and desolation.
The grape stems whose fruits have been harvested also shed their
leaves and there is no beauty in them.
In verse 2, he tells the meaning of the allegory in these words, “The
good man is perished out of the earth: and there is none upright
among men: they all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every man his
brother with a net.” Such was the character of the people as the prophet
saw, each desired to hurt the other. There was an absence of the fear of
the Lord and they all acted with impunity. They disregarded the Law of
the Lord that exhorted them to love their neighbours and went after
their own ways. They sought to free themselves from the obligation to
keep those commands and manifested the full extent of their depravity.
They desired to do evil with both hands earnestly. The princes and the
judges asked for bribe and the elders were dishonest. They did as they
pleased to satisfy their lusts. The depth of their evil was thus described
in the text, showing the nation to be destitute of any rational morality.
There was no spiritual guidance and, as in the days of judges, everyone
did that which was right in his own eyes.

THOUGHT: What can the church do to sustain piety?
PRAYER: Lord, restore my first love.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 28
MICAH 7:7-20
MATTHEW 10:21-22

“And ye shall be hated of all men for
my name’s sake: but he that
endureth to the end shall be saved.”

THE DECLINE OF LOVE IN THE NATION
There was widespread mistrust in the nation even within the family.
Friends could not trust each other; no one could confide anything in
the other. There was also division even between husband and wife so
that they did not share confidential matters with one another. The
picture was that of hopelessness. The Lord Jesus Christ cited such a
situation would befall those who believe in Him. The unconverted
heart will not care for any relationship. He said this to encourage
believers so that they would not despair when they were faced with
such a situation. When regeneration is absent and sin is allowed to
take its course, the consequences can be devastating.
Micah was a prophet and a preacher of righteousness and he could
only lament at the prospect of so much evil that sought to engulf the
nation. He stood in the gap to give hope to the nation that it was
possible to overcome such evil and to take a stand for the Lord. He had
the Law of God to guide him as a standard to put the situation right.
God is the only hope of salvation. Micah expressed that trust in Him in
verse 7 saying that he would look to the Lord and wait for the God of
his salvation. It is not a doubtful hope but a sure hope. So he said, “My
God will hear me.” The light of the Lord would guide his path, so he
told his enemies not to rejoice against him. The Lord would make him
triumph in all circumstances. Submission to the Lord brings that sure
hope. There is mercy in the Lord and the sinner will see His
righteousness when he repents. The wish of the sinful man is to see
the other perish but when the repentant sinners are saved, then they
are ashamed. Such is the situation that prevailed in the days of Micah
but he was firm in his faith that there was victory in the Lord.

THOUGHT: Only trust Him now.
PRAYER: Lord, may the passion of my heart be to love others with the
love of Christ.
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LORD’S DAY, JUNE 29
MICAH 7:7-20
MATTHEW 11:28-30

“Come unto me, all ye that labour…
and I will give you rest.”

THE HUMILIATION OF THE NATION
In Israel, Micah also foresaw a time of captivity when the inhabitants
would be exiled to a foreign country. The walls of their city would be
destroyed and he described the consequences of that conquest. This
was what other prophets also foretold of both Israel and Judah. This
was what subsequently came to pass, and in that humiliating time
there was hope of restoration. The land would be desolate and would
need a new beginning.
The immediate audience of Micah might not have fully understood
what he was talking about. However, subsequent history tells of these
events as they happened. The book of Nehemiah tells the story of the
rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. The beginning of that restoration
commenced from the Lord’s promise. He saw to it that it was fulfilled.
The prophet prayed to the Lord to feed His people. The expression
here implies not simply providing food but having a general oversight
including security. This is what the Lord does as a shepherd. The
nations would be confounded the same way they were after the
manifestation of God’s wonders in the land of Egypt. It was not only
the Egyptians that saw those wonders but it was known by many
nations. This was attested to by Rahab. She testified that all the people
knew that the Lord had given the land of Canaan to Israel and they
were fainthearted. They were truly confounded by the works of the
Lord. Having demonstrated that in all things the Lord was truly the
hope of His people, the prophet wound up his message with a word of
praise. He showed God to be a merciful and forgiving God. God is a
covenant-keeping God. In all His dealings with the chosen nation, He
has always been faithful. Hence we praise Him.

THOUGHT: Walking with God brings blessings worthy of praise.
PRAYER: Lord, humble me and create repentance in my heart.
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MONDAY, JUNE 30
MICAH 7:7-20
MICAH 7:7

“Therefore I will unto the LORD;
I will wait for the God of my salvation:
my God will hear me.”

GLEANINGS FROM MICAH
Micah called the Lord “the God of my salvation.” He spoke in the first
person and saw himself victorious because the Lord was with him. His
enemies had no advantage over him. The running theme of the book is
judgment and restoration of Judah. Both actions are positive because
they express God’s justice and mercy.
Micah indicted the nation for specific sins including oppression and
bribery among the judges, prophets and priests. The general population
was powerless and they exploited them. They did not deserve the
appointment to their offices for they were also covetous, liars, violent
and proud. This was a sad picture.
On the other hand, Micah had a message of hope and consolation.
God’s justice is going to be victorious and a divine deliverer will come.
True peace and justice will come only when the Messiah reigns. There
is an integral relationship between true spirituality and principles of
daily life. In Micah 6:8, Micah had said that God had shown man what
is good and what the Lord requires of him, i.e. to do justice and love
mercy and to walk humbly with God. The basis of God’s final salvation
is stated thus in Micah 7:18: “Who is a God like unto thee, that
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant
of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger forever, because he
delighteth in mercy.”
The prophet closed his message with a note of hope because he knew
that the Lord is the Saviour of the nation. He pleaded for repentance
that the Lord may have mercy on the people as per His promises of
salvation. (Gleaned from: The Open Bible.)

THOUGHT: The Lord pardons iniquity and have mercy on the nation.
PRAYER: Lord, may it be according to Thy covenant.
92

93

94

95

96

