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MONDAY, JULY 1
MARK 11:12-26
MARK 11:22

“Have faith in God.”

HAVE FAITH IN GOD (1)
Do you have faith in the living and true God? Many can show their
“great faith” in the “gods” of their religions and in their religious leaders,
beliefs, rites, traditions and practices. They think that only their religion
is true and right, and they are willing to die for their faith! Are they
right? Many others publicly deny God and have no faith in any religion
but in themselves, in materialism, in revolutionism, or in human
philosophies. Are they right? Many are compromising and promoting
“interfaith” as their ecumenical goal. They welcome all kinds of faiths
and beliefs, and they think that they are right because they promote
“love, unity and harmony” with a friendly and “open-minded” attitude.
Are they right? “God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a
liar” (Rom 3:4), and only God’s “word is truth” (John 17:17).
Many think that they cannot exercise their faith! What about you? It
would be miserable and terrifying if we live in this world without faith
because our hearts will be occupied with worries, fears and
uncertainties. We have no peace because we do not know what may
happen to us and to our loved ones today or tomorrow. Moreover, we
worry because we do not know if the letters we posted will reach the
recipients; if the transport or the flight we are taking is safe; if the
banking transactions are secure; if the food or the medicine we are
taking is good; or if the required tasks will be done properly. If we do
not have such worries, we actually exercise our faith in human beings
every day. Then, will you not wholeheartedly put your faith in the
living and true God of the Holy Bible, the almighty, all-knowing,
sovereign and supreme Creator and Maker?
The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, still directs and commands us
to “Have faith in God” (Mark 11:22), and keep on trusting in Him and
in His Word alone in this world of doubt, confusion, deception,
compromise and apostasy.
THOUGHT: “Have faith in God” is God’s command!
PRAYER: Lord, help me know Thee and have faith in Thee.
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TUESDAY, JULY 2
ROMANS 10:1-17
ROMANS 10:17

“... faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.”

HAVE FAITH IN GOD (2)
Jesus commands us to “have faith in God,” i.e. to have faith in the
living and true God of the Holy Bible; even in His Father, who is God,
in Jesus Himself, who is God, and in the Holy Spirit, who is God. Biblical
faith or saving faith is always connected with the living and true God.
“Have faith in God” (Mark 11:22), with the Lord Jesus Christ, “the
author and finisher of our faith” (Heb 12:2), and with the Word of God.
“... faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom
10:17).
Not all kinds of faith saves. When the Bible says, “The just shall live
by faith” (Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11; Heb 10:38; Hab 2:4), we must understand
that the just shall not live by any kind of faith but shall live by faith in
the living and true God, in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in God’s Word
alone. When Jesus says, “Thy faith hath saved thee” (Luke 7:50;
18:42), it means that a person is not saved by any kind of faith, but is
saved by faith in the living and true God, in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
in God’s Word alone. Therefore, apart from the living and true God of
the Holy Bible, from the true Christ of the Holy Bible, from the truth of
the Holy Bible, it is really a spiritual disaster and apostasy for those
who have a great faith in a false or different god, in a false or different
Christ, and in a false or different gospel with their compromising stand
and unbiblical doctrines.
The object of faith is the most important. A person with simple faith in
the living and true God is acceptable before God rather than a person
with great faith in a false god. A person with simple faith in Jesus Christ
as his Lord and Saviour is justified and saved rather than a person with
great faith in a different Christ or a false prophet. A person with simple
faith in God’s Truth is transformed and sanctified rather than a person
with great faith in human teachings and traditions. Who is the object
of your faith, and what is the foundation of your faith?
THOUGHT: Jesus asks, “Where is your faith?” (Luke 8:25).
PRAYER: Lord, help me to put my trust in Thee and in Thy Word.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 3
JUDE 1-25
JUDE 3

“... earnestly contend for the faith...”

WHAT IS FAITH?
We are commanded to have faith in God, our Creator. This command is
in the present tense in Greek, denoting, “keep on having faith in God”
no matter what may happen to us or what others may say. So, what is
faith? If we look up the Greek Lexicon (BAGD), “faith” in Greek is
pistis with the following meanings:
1. faithfulness, reliability, “... shall their unbelief make the faith of
God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every
man a liar ...” (Rom 3:3-4).
2. solemn promise, oath, troth, “Having damnation, because they
have cast off their first faith” (1 Tim 5:12), and proof, pledge, “...
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath
raised him from the dead” (Acts 17:31).
3. faith, trust, confidence in God and in Christ Jesus, “Have faith in
God” (Mark 11:22), and “For ye are all the children of God by
faith in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:26).
4. faith as true piety, genuine religion, “First, I thank my God through
Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout
the whole world” (Rom 1:8).
5. the assurance of what we hope for, the proving of (or a conviction
about) what we cannot see (Heb 11:1).
6. faith as a Christian virtue “But thou, O man of God, flee these
things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
patience, meeknes” (1 Tim 6:11), and as a gift of the Holy Spirit,
“To another faith by the same Spirit” (1 Cor 12:9).
7. body of faith or belief, doctrine, “... ye should earnestly contend for
the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3).
Do we really have faith in God and in the Lord Jesus Christ? Do we
earnestly contend for our faith in God and in His Truth?
THOUGHT: Will I keep my faith in God and His Word until death (2
Tim 4:7)?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to trust in Thee and Thy Word until death.
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THURSDAY, JULY 4
ROMANS 4
HEBREWS 11:1

“... faith is the substance
of things hoped for ...”

THE SUBSTANCE OF FAITH
The Bible defines faith as, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen” (Heb 11:1). Although it is not a
complete definition of faith, it gives us some basic understanding of
what faith is.
In Greek, “faith” is pistis, meaning “trust, faith, confidence,” and
“substance” is hupostasis, meaning “substantial nature, essence,
reality,” and “hope” is elpizo, meaning “to hope, hope for, expect,”
and “evidence” is elegchos, meaning “proof, proving; conviction”
(BAGD).
Faith is not just hope. It is more than hope. What we hope for is still in
the future. Faith is more than that, “in faith things hoped for become
realized, or things hoped for become reality” (BAGD). In other words,
faith is the reality or the substance of the things we hope for based on
what God says in His Word, and we accept them for ourselves with
trust and joy. When God promised Abram, “And I will make of thee a
great nation… and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed”
(Gen 12:2-3), Abram was at the age of seventy-five and his wife Sarah
was already sixty-five yet without any children. But Abram believed in
the almighty God and His sure Word and accepted God’s promise to
himself, “being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was
able also to perform” (Rom 4:21), and then at the age of 100, “after he
had patiently endured, he obtained the promise” (Heb 6:15). That is
faith!
The reality and the substance of what we hope for and believe must be
built on the firm foundation of the Word of God, the living, true and
almighty Creator and Maker. There are so many precious promises of
God for His children in the Bible. Shall we trust in God and accept His
Word for ourselves with joy and patient endurance until we obtain
God’s promises?
THOUGHT: Do I really accept God’s Word for myself?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to accept Thy Word for myself.
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FRIDAY, JULY 5
PSALM 136
HEBREWS 11:1

“... faith is…the evidence
of things not seen.”

THE EVIDENCE OF FAITH (1)
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen” (Heb 11:1). Faith is not like seeing. What can be seen does
not require faith. Faith is the evidence or the proof of things we have
not seen with our physical eyes, but still believe with our personal
conviction. These things must be based on the firm foundation of
God’s Word, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God” (Rom 10:17). Jesus says, “Blessed are they that have
not seen, and yet have believed” (John 20:29). We did not see how
God created the heaven and the earth and everything in it. But when
we read Genesis chapter 1, and we wholeheartedly believe what God
said and did, we have faith and are blessed. Others can see the evidence
or proof of faith in us when we confess that God did create the heaven
and the earth and everything in it in six literal twenty-four-hour days.
This is “holy faith” (Jude 20) because it is based on God’s Holy Word.
The Bible also recorded many other events such as the fall of Adam
and Eve, the great longevity of the people before the flood, Noah’s ark
and the global flood, Babel and the cause of different languages, the
miracles performed in Moses’ days in Egypt, the crossing of the Red
Sea, the miracles performed in the days of Elijah and Elisha in Israel,
the miracles performed by Jesus, His death and His resurrection, and
the miracles performed in the days of the Apostles. Do you believe all
these events although you have not seen them with your eyes? If yes,
you are truly blessed because these events are not myths, tales or
man-made stories, but are true, as God is true and His Word is true.
“Thy word is true from the beginning ...” (Ps 119:160). When you read
the book of Revelation, although you have not seen the second coming
of Christ, His millennial Kingdom of peace on earth, the judgment day,
and the new heaven and new earth, but if you believe and prepare
yourself to meet your Lord, you are blessed. “Blessed are they that
have not seen, and yet have believed.”
THOUGHT: Where is the evidence of my faith in God’s Word?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to accept Thy Word with a holy faith.
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SATURDAY, JULY 6
PSALM 12
MATTHEW 24:35

“... my words shall not pass away.”

THE EVIDENCE OF FAITH (2)
Holy faith must be based on God’s Holy Word. Any faith which is not
based on God’s Word is just man-made faith, which can neither help
nor save sinners from the power of darkness of sin, spiritual ignorance
and Satan. That is why Satan has attacked and cast doubt on God’s
Word since the beginning to destroy our holy faith. Sadly, many have
fallen into Satan’s trap unawares with their arrogant, human methods
to examine, judge and determine God’s Word!
If we do not have God’s Holy Word in our hands today, our faith is
built on sand. Most Bible-believing Christians believe that “All
scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim 3:16), but not many
wholeheartedly believe that God has preserved His inspired Word in
the Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek texts that underlie the King James
Bible, throughout the ages as He promised. “The words of the LORD
are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven
times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from
this generation for ever” (Ps 12:6-7).
Many doubt God’s Word, arguing that no original copies (autographs)
are extant today, and because they have not seen the autographs, they
cannot be sure. However, Jesus did not doubt God’s Word at all although
there were no extant original copies in His days: “For verily I say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matt 5:18). Jesus said, “For
had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me.
But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?”
(John 5:46-47). Jesus has even promised, “Heaven and earth shall
pass away, but my words shall not pass away” (Matt 24:35). If you
truly believe God’s divinely inspired and preserved Word as God says
although you have not seen the autographs, you have the evidence of
faith in God and in His Word.
THOUGHT: “For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor 5:7).
PRAYER: Lord, help me to trust in Thy Word with a holy faith.
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LORD’S DAY, JULY 7
JOHN 20:19-31
HEBREWS 11:2

“For by it (faith) the elders
obtained a good report.”

A GOOD TESTIMONY OF FAITH
If we doubt God’s Word, we doubt God Himself, who is able to do all
things well according to His eternal purpose, sovereignty, power,
wisdom, holiness, righteousness, faithfulness, love, goodness, grace
and mercy! Do you dare to doubt God and His Word? It is really serious
“for whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Rom 14:23). We can never
obtain a good testimony before God if we have any doubt about God,
the Lord Jesus Christ, and God’s Word.
God’s Word confirms, “For by it (by faith) the elders obtained a good
report” (Heb 11:2). “Elder” in Greek, presbuteros, means an old person;
in plural, old people, the men of old, our ancestors; an office as elder,
presbyter. “Obtain a good report” in Greek, martureo, means bear
witness, be a witness; testify favourably, speak well (of), approve (of);
in passive, be well spoken of, be approved (BAGD). Thus, by faith in
God, in God’s Word, and in the coming Messiah, the Old Testament
saints obtained a good testimony of faith. What about us? Do you
want to obtain a good testimony of faith in God and His Word? Do you
want your name written in God’s book of life together with the heroes
of faith? There is only one way, the way of faith in Jesus Christ. It is not
by our own good works or righteousness, which are like “filthy rags”
before the holy God (Isa 64:6). It is not any kind of faith, but the holy
faith in the living and true God, in the Lord Jesus Christ and in God’s
Word alone.
If you are still not sure of your salvation, just set aside all your preunderstanding, prejudices or arguments. Come humbly to the Lord
Jesus Christ in repentance, sincerely and truly receive Him as your
personal Lord and Saviour, and then start building your life of faith on
the firm foundation of God’s Word.“But these are written, that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye might have life through his name” (John 20:31).
THOUGHT: Do I have a good testimony of faith in God’s Word?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to bear a good testimony of faith.
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MONDAY, JULY 8
HEBREWS 11:1-29
JAMES 2:20

“... faith without works is dead.”

THE LIVING AND SAVING FAITH
The living and saving faith is the holy faith in God, in the Lord Jesus
Christ and in His holy Word with a humble, teachable, obedient and
submissive heart.
Many confess that they believe in God and in God’s Word, and they
even preach and teach God’s Word to others, but their hearts are not
truly submissive to God and His Word. Such faith cannot save them.
God’s Word says,“Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest
well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain
man, that faith without works is dead?” (James 2:19-20). Satan and
demons believe with much trembling that there is one living and true
God and that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, but without their obedience
and submission, they will be condemned. The Lord Jesus’ warning is
always true, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast
out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then
will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that
work iniquity” (Matt 7:21-23).
The living and saving faith is full of acts of faith in God and His Word
with an obedient and submissive heart. In Hebrews chapter 11, we can
see this truth: “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent
sacrifice…By faith Enoch…pleased God…By faith Noah…prepared
an ark…By faith Abraham…obeyed;…By faith Abraham…offered up
Isaac…By faith Moses…refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God…
Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in
Egypt…By faith he forsook Egypt…” and so forth. What about your
faith? Is it a living and saving faith in God, in Jesus and in His Word
with an obedient, submissive heart?
THOUGHT: Do I have a living/saving faith in God and His Word?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to trust and obey Thee and Thy Word.
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TUESDAY, JULY 9
EPHESIANS 2:1-10
EPHESIANS 2:8

“... it is the gift of God.”

SAVING FAITH IS THE GIFT OF GOD
Many believe that there is still something good in human nature to
help them decide to believe in God and to choose Jesus as their Lord
and Saviour. Is it true?
God is holy, and His holy Word exposes the totally depraved nature of
human beings inherited from disobedient Adam and Eve. Thus, we can
never produce any living and saving faith by ourselves. God’s Word
confirms this truth whether we like it or not, “The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jer
17:9). “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness,
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All
these evil things come from within, and defile the man” (Mark 7:2123). Sinful human nature cannot submit to God nor please God, “Because
the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law
of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh
cannot please God” (Rom 8:7-8). Thus, human beings can never save
themselves. Jesus’ disciples asked Him, “Who then can be saved?”
Jesus replied, “With men this is impossible; but with God all things
are possible” (Matt 19:25-26). Truly, “Salvation is of the LORD” alone
(Jon 2:9). We did not love God, but He loved us first (1 John 4:19). We
did not choose the Lord, but He has chosen us, even “before the
foundation of the world” (John 15:16; Eph 1:4). We did not seek after
God, but He has sought us and drawn us to Jesus. “No man can come
to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him ...” (John 6:44).
The Holy Spirit has convicted us of our sins, helped us repent, and
granted us the living and saving faith in Christ. It is the gift of God.
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God” (Eph 2:8).

THOUGHT: I have nothing to boast of except God’s grace and love.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee so much for Thy gift of grace and faith.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 10
JOHN 3:1-21
2 CORINTHIANS 9:15

“Thanks be unto God for his
unspeakable gift.”

THANK GOD FOR HIS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT
You must feel so honoured should you receive a special gift from a
king, a president, a prime minister, etc. And you must regard it rude to
reject such a special gift. However, many do not care about God and
His love, His gift and His great salvation for them. Is this acceptable?
Absolutely not! “How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation...” (Heb 2:3)?
Jesus asked the Samaritan woman, “If thou knewest the gift of God,
and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have
asked of him, and he would have given thee living water” (John 4:10).
Do you know the gifts of God, your Creator, for you?
1. God’s Word and truth: “And I gave them my statutes, and shewed
them my judgments... I have given unto them the words which thou
gavest me” (Ezek 20:11; John 17:8).
2. God’s only begotten Son: “For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
3. God’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit and the Comforter: “And I will pray the
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may
abide with you for ever” (John 14:16).
4. God’s gift of faith: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Eph 2:8).
5. God’s gift of repentance: “... God also to the Gentiles granted
repentance unto life” (Acts 11:18).
6. God’s gift of salvation and eternal life: “For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Rom 6:23); and “For God hath not appointed us to wrath,
but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess 5:9).
7. God’s grace and spiritual blessings: “But he giveth more grace...”
(James 4:6), and “Blessed be the God... who hath blessed us with
all spiritual blessings... in Christ” (Eph 1:3).
THOUGHT: Thank God for His unspeakable gift.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee so much for Thy unspeakable gift.
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THURSDAY, JULY 11
PSALM 96
JOHN 17:17

“... thy word is truth.”

THANK GOD FOR HIS WORD AND TRUTH (1)
Many believe that their “gods” and their religions are true and right,
but they do not care about who their “gods” are, what their “gods”
have done, or what their “gods” want them to do. They just worship
their “gods” for material blessings, for protection or for a blessed
place for them after death. If we ask them to seriously tell us more and
more about their “gods,” they cannot answer, because their “gods”
are just products of human imagination, invention and teachings.
These false “gods” are “inspired” by the big liar and deceiver, Satan,
with his subtle and cunning deception, lying signs and wonders, to
deceive many to worship him unawares and mislead many from the
true worship of the living and true God according to God’s Word and
truth (John 8:44; Rev 12:9; 2 Thess 2:9-12). The Bible exposes the true
colour of this wicked one, “For all the gods of the nations are idols:
but the LORD made the heavens” (Ps 96:5); and “What say I then?
that the idol is any thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols
is any thing? But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice,
they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye
should have fellowship with devils” (1 Cor 10:19-20); and “And no
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light” (2 Cor
11:14).
We must thank God for giving us the Holy Bible, inspired by the Holy
Spirit, written by His saints, and preserved by His providential care (2
Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 1:21; Ps 12:6-7) so that we might know the truth about
God and about ourselves — who God is, how He created the heaven
and the earth and everything in it including human beings, what He
wants and commands human beings to do, how He loved them, what
He has done for their salvation, how they can enjoy salvation in Jesus
Christ, what He will do to mankind and to this world in the future, etc.
Do you believe in God’s truth or Satan’s lies and human ideas?
THOUGHT: “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free” (John 8:32).
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee so much for Thy Word and truth.
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FRIDAY, JULY 12
GENESIS 3
ROMANS 3:4

“... let God be true,
but every man a liar....”

THANK GOD FOR HIS WORD AND TRUTH (2)
As God’s Word is the foundation of your faith and my faith, Satan has
tried his best to twist God’s Word and cast doubt on God’s Word since
the beginning, “Yea, hath God said…?” (Gen 3:1). Truly, doubting
God’s Word will surely damage our faith in God. It is not surprising
that many “cults” like Jehovah Witnesses have fallen into Satan’s trap
with their own Bible translation, which is based on the corrupt texts
and is severely modified to serve their beliefs and doctrines; and they
even claim that their Bible is the most accurate translation! It is so sad
that this has also happened to many so-called “Christian” churches
and Bible seminaries with their modern Bible versions! They are willing
to sacrifice God’s Truth for worldly gain! They start with a
compromising, charismatic, new-evangelical and ecumenical mindset
to attract more members and students to their churches and seminaries!
They think that strictly following biblical doctrines with biblical
separation will hinder the “growth” of their churches and seminaries!
As long as they have big membership and prosperity, they justify their
compromise by their nice “motto” of evangelism, love, unity and
harmony! They even thank and praise God for His blessings upon
their compromising ministry! Are they right? “God forbid: yea, let
God be true, but every man a liar...” (Rom 3:4). Many forget that the
easy and broad way has led so many to destruction! (Matt 7:13).
Then how can we know for sure that we are on the right track? We must
thank God for His divinely inspired and preserved texts that underlie
the King James Bible, the truly most accurate and most faithful
translation of God’s Word. We have to treasure God’s true Word, study
it, understand it and use it. We have to skilfully use this “sword of the
Spirit” (Eph 6:17) to discern, detect and refute all unbiblical doctrines
and false “isms” in these days of doubt, compromise, deception and
apostasy.

THOUGHT: The narrow way of God’s Truth leads to life.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to treasure and follow Thy Word.
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SATURDAY, JULY 13
2 TIMOTHY 3
LUKE 4:4

“... man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word of God.”

THANK GOD FOR HIS WORD AND TRUTH (3)
The holy God is really serious about His holy Word, magnifying it
even above His holy name (Ps 138:2). God has given us His Word so
that we might know about Him and His will so as to do His will. God has
given us His Word of Life so that we might live by it every day, “That
man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God” (Luke
4:4), and “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that
ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet 2:2). God has given us His searching
Word so that we might know our shortcomings like looking at ourselves
in a mirror (Jas 1:23-24). God has given us His Word of Light to shine
and direct our steps and walk in this world of darkness (Ps 119:105).
God has given us His Word of Truth so that we might “know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). God has given us His
Word of Comfort so that we might be spiritually refreshed and
strengthened in this hostile world of troubles and sorrows (Rom 15:4).
Truly, God’s inspired Word “is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim 3:16-17).
Do we truly love God’s Word, treasure it, honour it, read it, believe it,
accept it, keep it, and live by it every day? How would you feel if you
wrote a love letter to your fiancé with much love, but she ignored it?
What would you think if you were a king or emperor and you gave
your people your decrees, commands and instructions, but they
doubted, twisted, modified or rejected them? It is a serious matter if we
ignore or reject the Word of our Creator, “because they received not
the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God
shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie” (2
Thess 2:10-11). That is why so many are deceived into believing a lie in
their beliefs, doctrines or religions, and are deceiving themselves by
thinking that they are right, and then judge and persecute true followers
of God’s Truth! What about you?
THOUGHT: “In God I will praise his word” (Ps 56:4).
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee for giving me Thy Word of Life.
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LORD’S DAY, JULY 14
1 JOHN 4
JOHN 3:16

“For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON
Many do not see God’s love, grace and goodness. They even blame
God for all the sufferings and evil in the world. They argue that if God
does exist and is so loving, so good, and so powerful, why does He not
keep human beings from sin and suffering and grant them a peaceful
world? Why? It is because they do not know God and His love correctly.
God did not create human beings to be robots that cannot think, feel,
love, or decide for themselves. God created them in His image (Gen
1:26-27) with soul, heart, mind, will, conscience, intelligence, skills, etc.
Thus, they must be responsible for what they have decided to do. If
you have children, would you want them to fight with one another or
commit sins? You would teach them to love and live in peace, would
you not? If they did not listen to you and committed crimes and were
put in jail or executed, would it be right for them to blame you for the
consequences of their sins? No! God has commanded us to love Him
and our neighbours (Matt 22:37-39), but we have disobeyed God’s
commandments! Can we blame God? No! We ought to thank God for
His great mercy that we have not been destroyed yet! (Lam 3:22).
If you were a king and had only one begotten son, whom you loved so
much, would you be willing to give this son up to die for rebellious
people who had offended you? We can never fully comprehend how
the holy and righteous God loves His sinful and rebellious creatures,
including us, so much that He gave His only begotten Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ, to come into this sinful and cursed world to die for the
sins of the whole world, including yours and mine! God’s Word confirms
this truth, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life” (John 3:16); and “But God commendeth his love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8).

THOUGHT: God loved me and gave His only begotten Son for me!
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee so much for giving Thy Son for me.
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MONDAY, JULY 15
ACTS 5:17-32
1 JOHN 4:14

“... the Father sent the Son
to be the Saviour of the world.”

THANK GOD FOR HIS SON, THE GREAT SAVIOUR
Our holy faith is not only built on God’s written Word, the Holy Bible,
but also on the Living Word, the Lord Jesus Christ. Do you know the
reasons why the Lord Jesus Christ came into this world?
Jesus reveals God and His love: “No man hath seen God at any time;
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him” (John 1:18); and “In this was manifested the love of
God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him” (1 John 4:9). Jesus confirms
this truth, “And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me” (John 12:45),
and “If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also...”
(John 14:7). Do you want to know the truth about God and His love?
You do not need to go somewhere else to search. Just prayerfully read
God’s Word, submissively keep God’s Word, and look to the Lord
Jesus (Matt 11:27; John 14:21; 17:26).
Jesus is the Saviour of the world: Human beings with their sinful,
corrupt and totally depraved nature can never save themselves through
good works. If they could, God would never need to send His only
begotten Son to this world. God announced His good news of salvation
for mankind right after Adam and Eve fell into sin. He said to Satan,
“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel” (Gen 3:15). This was fulfilled when Jesus came into this world
more than two thousand years ago, was born of the Virgin Mary, lived
and died for mankind, was buried and rose again the third day to save
those who believe in Him and exalt Him as Lord and Saviour of their
hearts and lives. Truly, “the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of
the world” (1 John 4:14), and has exalted Jesus “to be a Prince and a
Saviour” (Acts 5:31). Have you received and exalted Jesus Christ as
your personal Lord and Saviour? “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:31).
THOUGHT: Christ “loved me, and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:20).
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee so much for Thy love and salvation.
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TUESDAY, JULY 16
1 TIMOTHY 2:1-8
1 TIMOTHY 2:5

“... one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus.”

THANK GOD FOR HIS SON, THE GREAT MEDIATOR
Jesus is the only Mediator between God and man. God is holy and
righteous. He hates sin and condemns sin. Sin separates man from
God. All sinners will surely be condemned. A qualified mediator between
the holy God and mankind must be a person who is both a perfect God
and a perfect Man to bring mankind to God. Who is qualified to be that
mediator? No one! Not even Mary, or a pope, or a priest, or a saint, or
a pastor, or a religious leader, “for all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God” (Rom 3:23).
Thank God for giving man His only begotten Son, who is God but
humbled Himself to be a man – 100% God and 100% man in one person,
Jesus Christ. Through His atoning death and resurrection, He is the
only Mediator that is able to bring us to God: “For there is one God,
and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1
Tim 2:5). Jesus confirms this truth: “I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). Then,
those who compromise and believe that man can approach God through
a different way, a different faith, a different belief, a different gospel, or
a different mediator, just believe a lie. Those who have an ecumenical
mindset to welcome everyone from all kinds of faiths and beliefs to
pray together and worship God together are just false prophets, false
teachers, false preachers and false believers. That is why they prefer
modern Bible versions which omit “Christ” at least thirty times in the
New Testament. For example, Romans 1:16 (KJV): “For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ...” Without “Christ,” every worshipper
from different faiths, beliefs and religions can claim that they have the
“gospel”! “Christ” is also omitted from Matthew 23:8, John 4:42,
Philippians 4:13, etc. Is God happy with this? Is Jesus happy with this?
Absolutely not! God has warned that He will deal with those who add
to or subtract from His Word (Rev 22:18-19). Do you want to believe
God’s Truth or human lies? Do you really thank God for Jesus Christ
the Mediator?
THOUGHT: Jesus is the only one Mediator between God and me.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee for being my Mediator before God.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 17
ACTS 3:13-26
ACTS 3:22

“A prophet shall the
Lord your God raise up...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS SON, THE GREAT PROPHET
Jesus is the Great Prophet. A prophet is God’s spokesman to speak
God’s Word to God’s people and to those whom God sent him to
speak. A true prophet must be called and sent by God and faithfully
speak God’s Word without any addition or omission. We must thank
God for His true prophets and for His only begotten Son, the Great
Prophet, through whom God gave us His Word (Heb 1:1-2). Jesus is
the Great Prophet, who fulfilled the prophecy concerning Him, whom
Moses had spoken of in 1500 B.C., “The LORD thy God will raise up
unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto
me; unto him ye shall hearken” (Deut 18:15). The Holy Spirit used
Peter to remind us of this fulfilment, “And it shall come to pass, that
every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from
among the people” (Acts 3:23). Jesus confirms, “For I have not spoken
of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment,
what I should say, and what I should speak” (John 12:49). Do we
really hearken to the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Great Prophet, with a
submissive heart?
Many prophets are not called or sent by God but “steal” God’s Word
to preach their own ideas in Jesus’ name to serve their purposes, beliefs
and doctrines! They are just false prophets. God said to Jeremiah,
“The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have
I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you
a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of
their heart… I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not
spoken to them, yet they prophesied… Therefore, behold, I am against
the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal my words every one from his
neighbour” (Jer 14:14; 23:21, 30). Do you want to listen to Jesus’ words
or to man’s words? “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and
they follow me” (John 10:27). Are you Jesus’ sheep?

THOUGHT: I have to hearken to the Lord Jesus and follow Him.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee for Thy Word and guidance.
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THURSDAY, JULY 18
HEBREWS 7:13-28
HEBREWS 4:14

“…we have a great high priest…
Jesus the Son of God...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS SON,
THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST
Many trust in their good works to draw near to God, and they offer the
best product of their labour to God with the hope that God is pleased
to accept them. But, they will be rejected by God just as Cain and his
offering were (Gen 4:5). After the fall of Adam and Eve, God opened a
way for sinful man to approach Him through the blood of the Lamb of
God, Jesus. “... Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world” (John 1:29). Abel, Cain’s younger brother, offered the bloodshedding lamb with his faith in the coming atoning sacrifice of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and God was pleased to accept him and his offering.
In the Old Testament times, no one was allowed to enter the Holy of
Holies, except the high priest once a year with the blood of the sacrifice.
When Jesus yielded up His spirit on the cross, “the veil of the temple
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom” (Matt 27:51), opening a
way for us to enter into God’s holy presence through Jesus, our great
High Priest, “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the
holiest by the blood of Jesus” (Heb 10:19). Only Jesus is our perfect
representative before God. Only Jesus is “holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners” (Heb 7:26). Jesus sacrificed Himself and offered
His own blood once for all to put away sin (Heb 7:27; 9:14, 26), and “he
continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood” (Heb 7:24). Jesus
is “now to appear in the presence of God for us” (Heb 9:24), and “he
is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him,
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb 7:25). As
our great High Priest can “be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities,” let us therefore “come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need”
(Heb 4:16). Do we really thank God for Jesus, our great High Priest, by
whom we can draw near to God to receive His grace and blessings?

THOUGHT: Only Jesus is my perfect representative before God.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee for being my great High Priest.
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FRIDAY, JULY 19
REVELATION 19:11-21
REVELATION 17:14

“... he is Lord of lords,
and King of kings...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS SON, THE GREAT KING
We must thank God for His great love and mercy that He gave Jesus,
His only begotten Son, to reveal God the Father and His truth to us
and to carry out God’s work of salvation through His life, death and
resurrection. Thus, Jesus alone is our great Saviour, our great Mediator,
our great Prophet, our great High Priest, and our great King. As Jesus
and God’s Word are the foundation of our holy faith, Satan always
tries to attack the Person, the Deity and the atoning Work of Christ as
well as the Word of God. Sadly, many have fallen into Satan’s trap and
have an erroneous knowledge of Christ and God’s Word, leading to an
unsound belief in a different Christ and a different gospel. The key
reason is that they have not humbly exalted Jesus as their personal
Lord and King. They are still king of their hearts and lives. They still
think, believe, say, watch, listen to, or do whatever they like! They
only confess Jesus, praise Him, and preach Him with their lips, but
their hearts are not truly submitted to the kingship of Jesus and to the
authority of His Word!
Jesus first came into the world as a rejected King, who was despised
and crucified for the sins of the whole world. However, He rose again
on the third day and “he shewed himself alive after his passion by
many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God…this same Jesus, which
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:3, 11). Yes, Jesus will come
back soon the second time with His full glory and power as “KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev 19:16). Those who still reject
Jesus as their Lord and King cannot stand before His holy and glorious
presence, and will say to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us, and
hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb” (Rev 6:16). What about you? Is Jesus your Lord
and King?
THOUGHT: Who really is the king of my heart and life?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to always exalt Thee as my Lord and King.
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SATURDAY, JULY 20
1 PETER 2:11-25
JOHN 13:15

“For I have given you an example...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS SON,
THE PERFECT EXAMPLE
We must thank God for His glorious purpose to transform us to be like
His only begotten Son, “For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be
the firstborn among many brethren” (Rom 8:29). Do you want to be
like Jesus? Just commit yourself to God with trust and obedience like
the clay in the Divine Potter’s hand for His transforming work.
The Lord Jesus lived a perfect life on earth to give us a perfect example
to follow, “For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I
have done to you” (John 13:15), and “For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that ye should follow his steps” (1 Pet 2:21). Are we following our Lord
Jesus Christ’s example and His steps in what and how we think, believe,
say, do, behave, serve and suffer?
If we are true Christians, we are bearing Jesus’ name in our lives. God
commands us to say and do all things in His holy name (Col 3:17). Are
we taking the Lord Jesus’ name in vain when we say, read, listen to,
watch and do the things that the Lord Jesus would never do? Are we
walking or living as Jesus lived? “He that saith he abideth in him
(Jesus) ought himself also so to walk, even as he (Jesus) walked” (1
John 2:6). Jesus never doubts nor criticises God’s Word, so we must
do the same. Jesus Christ only seeks and does His Father’s will (John
5:30; 6:38), so we must do the same. Jesus Christ only serves His
Father, and has glorified His Father on earth and finished the work His
Father had given to him to do (John 17:4), so we must do the same.
Sadly, many just blindly follow their leaders or “scholars” who
arrogantly criticise and question God’s Word! They are not followers
of Jesus Christ. They do not really “walk, even as he (Jesus) walked.”
What about you?
THOUGHT: Am I living as Jesus Christ lived?
PRAYER: Lord, please help me walk as Thou walked.
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LORD’S DAY, JULY 21
JOHN 14:15-31
JOHN 14:16

“... he shall give you
another Comforter...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (1)
“Have faith in God” means to have faith in God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit. Thank God for not only giving us His
written Word (the Bible), and His living Word (Jesus), but also the
Author of His written Word (the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth). “And
I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that
he may abide with you for ever…Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth,
is come, he will guide you into all truth...” (John 14:16; 16:13).
Without the Spirit of Truth, we can neither understand nor be convinced
of the truth about God: His work of creation, His work of salvation for
man in Jesus by grace through faith alone, His inspiration and
preservation of His Word, His gifts, teachings, and blessings for His
children, His judgment for the wicked, etc. “Now we have received,
not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we
might know the things that are freely given to us of God…But the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor 2:12, 14). Without the Holy Spirit, we are
spiritually dead no matter how smart, intelligent and scholarly we are.
Many of Jesus’ disciples could not understand Jesus’ teaching and
said, “This is an hard saying; who can hear it?” (John 6:60). Jesus
was not surprised at all, confirming this truth, “It is the spirit that
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto
you, they are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63).
As “the flesh profiteth nothing,” we must really humble ourselves, set
aside our pre-understanding, concepts and prejudices, and then
prayerfully and submissively turn to the Holy Spirit and His Word for
spiritual knowledge and understanding of His Truth. Sadly, many turn
to men and scholars with great credentials to understand the Truth!
No wonder they can never have a heart-knowledge of the Truth or a
biblical understanding of the Truth! What about you?
THOUGHT: I really need the Spirit of Truth to know the Truth.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to humbly submit to the Holy Spirit.
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MONDAY, JULY 22
EPHESIANS 5:1-21
ROMANS 8:2

“... the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (2)
We must thank God for His gift of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth,
who helps us to know and understand and be convinced of His Truth
with a strong personal conviction so that we are willing to die for the
Truth. That is not all. We really need the Holy Spirit and His power to
help us live up to the Truth.
Sadly, many know much about God’s Truth and even teach the Truth,
but they fail to live up to the Truth! They can preach a very good and
challenging message on love, godliness and holiness, but others cannot
see love, godliness and holiness in their lives! Why? “It is the spirit
that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing...” (John 6:63). The flesh
with all human faculty, wisdom, understanding, knowledge, skills and
efforts is just useless. Although we are born again, we still struggle
with the sins of our flesh. To deal with it, we need the Holy Spirit, “For
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the
law of sin and death” (Rom 8:2). What is repeated again and again
becomes a law like the law of gravity. Our flesh pulls us down to sin
again and again, and it becomes the law of sin. Our spiritual weakness
also pulls us down and hinders us from obeying God’s Word and will,
and it becomes the law of death. When we are weak, exhausted or
dying, we cannot raise our hands, sit up or walk. Why? The law of
gravity pulls our weak body down. Nevertheless, when we are healthy
and full of life and energy, we can move, walk, run and work as we
please despite the law of gravity. Likewise, when we are spiritually
healthy and full of the spiritual life of the Holy Spirit, we are able to
overcome sins, self, temptations and worldliness as well as do God’s
Word and will. What about you? Do you acknowledge that you really
need the Holy Spirit and humbly submit to Him? Only the Holy Spirit is
able to make us spiritually alive and strong to say, do and live up to
God’s Truth according to God’s Word. All glory must be unto the Lord
alone. Praise the Lord!
THOUGHT: “Be filled with the Spirit” (Eph 5:18) is a command!
PRAYER: Lord, help me to know and submit to the Holy Spirit.
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TUESDAY, JULY 23
JOHN 6:57-71
JOHN 6:63

“It is the spirit that quickeneth...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (3)
We always need the Spirit not only to know the Truth and to live up to
the Truth, but also to serve the Lord faithfully unto death despite
temptations, opposition, criticism, troubles, trials or persecutions.
Jesus’ disciples were directly trained by Him for about three-and-ahalf years. They followed Jesus, lived with Him, ate with Him, directly
heard His powerful teaching, witnessed His holy life and fruitful
ministry with many miracles, and were even sent out to preach the
Gospel with power and to perform miracles as well. However, when
faced with temptations, dangers and persecutions, Judas Iscariot
betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver; all the other disciples ran for
their lives when Jesus was arrested; and Peter denied Jesus three times
for fear of death. Why? “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh
profiteth nothing” (John 6:63). That is why Jesus commanded them to
wait until they received the Holy Spirit from above. “But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
Many charismatic leaders assume that they need the power of the
Spirit to perform miracles to draw many to Jesus. They fail to
acknowledge that “the flesh profiteth nothing.” Jesus performed many
miracles and His preaching was so powerful, but many of His disciples
murmured at His teaching and left Him. Jesus never believed that miracles
can draw sinners to Him with a sincere, repentant, trusting and
submissive heart, so He confirms twice, “No man can come to me,
except the Father which hath sent me draw him” (John 6:44, 65).
Why? “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing...”
Knowing this truth, we must humble ourselves more and more.
Otherwise, our prayer, preaching and worship will be dead. How we
need the Holy Spirit in our life, service and ministry!

THOUGHT: I really need the Holy Spirit in my life and ministry.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to trust in and submit to the Holy Spirit.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 24
ACTS 11:1-18
ACTS 11:18

“... God also to the Gentiles
granted repentance unto life.”

THANK GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF REPENTANCE
As “the flesh profiteth nothing,” we have to humbly and wholeheartedly
trust in the Spirit and “worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh” (Phil 3:3). Shamefully,
many have confidence in the flesh and are proud of their worldly
methods of “church growth”! They compromise God’s Truth and preach
a different gospel, even the “health and wealth gospel” with fake sign
gifts, contemporary music and entertainments! They have drawn so
many to their mega-churches, and they thank God for granting them
big membership and prosperity!
What counts before God is whether a sinner truly repents of his sins,
submits to the Lord Jesus Christ, and exalts Him as his Saviour and
King. Can we do that? Can any man do that by himself? No man can,
except God enables him, as salvation is of the Lord alone. We must
thank God for granting us His gift of repentance, “... God also to the
Gentiles granted repentance unto life” (Acts 11:18; cf 5:31). In other
words, it is entirely by God’s grace and mercy that we can sincerely
repent of our sins and wholeheartedly turn to the Lord for His
forgiveness and salvation, and not by human efforts because “the
flesh profiteth nothing.”
Many think that punishment can bring sinners to repentance, but that
is not true. Many natural disasters have occurred, but many have not
turned to God in repentance. God’s Word confirms that without God’s
grace and the convicting work of the Holy Spirit (John 16:8), the wicked
will blaspheme God and His name and will not repent of their sins even
when they suffer God’s judgment (Rev 16:9, 11, 21).
Thus, we must thank God for His gift of repentance, and we must give
thanks, praise and glory to Him alone when a sinner sincerely repents
and turns to the Lord to enjoy His forgiveness and salvation. Truly,
“no flesh should glory in his presence” (1 Cor 1:29).
THOUGHT: I must be thankful to God for His gift of repentance.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to be thankful whenever I return to Thee.
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THURSDAY, JULY 25
MATTHEW 7:13-29
JOHN 14:6

“I am the way,…no man
cometh unto the Father,
but by me.”

THANK GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF SALVATION (1)
Many think that they are good and they can save themselves through
their good works and their religious practices; and that their religions
are the best, so they do not need the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour.
Many others think that all religions are good and all lead mankind to
heaven, so they do not care about Jesus Christ and His salvation for
them. Many others think that death is the end of everything, so they
do not need to worry about their souls or their future. Many others
just hold their own life philosophy, and they do not want to be
influenced by any faith or belief, thinking that all religions are just
man-made, so they do not want to hear about the Gospel or the Lord
Jesus Christ. Many so-called “Christians” think that they are saved by
Jesus Christ but also by their good works and merits. Many other socalled “Christians” think that they are saved by the Lord Jesus Christ
alone, but they do not truly submit themselves to the lordship of Jesus
and to the authority of God’s Word! They still say, speak, watch, listen
to and do whatever they like regardless of God’s Word! Are they all
really saved? It is dangerous for them to think that they are saved
when they are not! It is a big deceit, is it not?
As “the flesh profiteth nothing,” it is useless for men to save themselves
through keeping God’s law or doing good works. If they could save
themselves, Jesus would not need to humbly come into this world to
save men through His life, death and resurrection. Jesus confirms that
He is the only way for mankind to be saved, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6);
and “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven” (Matt 7:21). God’s Word confirms this truth, “... by the name
of Jesus Christ… Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved” (Acts 4:10, 12).
THOUGHT: There is no salvation without the Lord Jesus Christ.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee so much for Thy salvation in Christ.
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FRIDAY, JULY 26
ROMANS 3:9-31
ROMANS 3:23

“For all have sinned...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF SALVATION (2)
Many do not acknowledge that they need God’s salvation or Jesus!
Truly, only the sick need the doctor, and only sinners need Jesus
(Matt 9:12). Sadly, many do not want to admit that they are sinners.
They do not want to think badly of themselves — “You are weak, bad,
sinful or unable, etc.” They just follow today’s philosophy to think
positively about themselves: “You are good, lovely, able, important,
etc.” It is so dangerous for a cancer or TB patient to think that he is
healthy and does not need a doctor and treatment, is it not? His positive
thinking cannot heal him, and he cannot run away from the fact that
cancer or TB is gradually destroying his life. Spiritually speaking, man’s
positive thinking cannot turn sinners into saints. Those who think
that they are saints through their efforts and good works are just
deceiving themselves and others.
Many do not admit that they are sinners because they have never
committed adultery, fornication, and murder or done wicked things.
However, the holy and righteous God has already condemned sins in
their hearts, minds, thinking, intentions and motives. It is already a
serious sin before God for not loving God, worshipping the Creator,
and loving their neighbours as themselves. It is already a serious sin
for rejecting the Lord Jesus Christ. It is already a serious sin to habour
doubt, unbelief, sinful lusts, hatred, envy, pride, greed, lies, deceit,
unrighteousness, etc. Truly, “Of sin, because they believe not on me
(Jesus Christ)… sin is the transgression of the law… All
unrighteousness is sin… whatsoever is not of faith is sin… Therefore
to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin”
(John 16:9; 1 John 3:4; 5:17; Rom 14:23; James 4:17). God’s Word
confirms this truth, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory
of God” (Rom 3:23). “All” includes every one without exception, “If
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us” (1 John 1:8). Do you acknowledge that truth?
THOUGHT: I am a sinner and really need the Saviour Jesus Christ.
PRAYER: Lord, search me and let me see my sins in Thy holiness.
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SATURDAY, JULY 27
EPHESIANS 2:1-10
EPHESIANS 2:8

“For by grace are ye
saved through faith...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF SALVATION (3)
The holy and righteous God will not ignore sins, and sinners will be
judged and condemned. “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death” (Rev 21:8). However,
God loves all and “will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:4). To save men, God sent His only
begotten Son, the Lord Jesus, to this world to die for the sins of mankind,
and on the third day, Jesus rose again to be the living and almighty
Saviour for those who believe in Him. “Wherefore he is able also to
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever
liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb 7:25).
Sadly, men do not believe. They just ignore God’s love and salvation
for them. They take lightly God’s warning of the everlasting punishment
for sinners in the lake of fire and even reject and deny it, mocking, “I do
not care. I like to live in hell!” This just shows that it is impossible for
men to save themselves and to receive God’s salvation on their own
(Matt 19:25-26). They do not want to repent, but love living in sin.
“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil”
(John 3:19).
If we are able to repent of our sins, believe and receive God’s salvation
for us, we must thank God and praise Him for His grace and mercy. It is
totally God’s gift for us despite our unworthiness. “For by grace are
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God” (Eph 2:8). “Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began”
(2 Tim 1:9).
THOUGHT: It is by God’s grace alone that I have been saved.
PRAYER: Lord, help me always to thank Thee for Thy gift of salvation.
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LORD’S DAY, JULY 28
JOHN 17
ROMANS 6:23

“... the gift of God is eternal life...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE (1)
God does not only grant us His gift of salvation but also His gift of
eternal life in Jesus Christ, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord… And this is the
promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life” (Rom 6:23; 1 John
2:25). Eternal life is not something which believers will live and enjoy
only after death. Eternal life is that which God’s children enjoy right
now and for ever, just as God is ever living and for ever!
God’s Word confirms that human souls are immortal and that their
physical death is not the end, “Then shall the dust return to the earth
as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it … And fear
not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell…
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment” (Eccles 12:7; Matt 10:28; Heb 9:27). Jesus’ explanation of
eternal life is the personal heart-knowledge of God with the personal
child-father relationship with Him, “And this is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent… O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have
known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me” (John
17:3, 25). Thus, eternal life is the life of the eternal God shared with His
children so that they might know Him and “be partakers of the divine
nature” (2 Pet 1:4). The world or unbelievers cannot have such
knowledge or life. A person might know a king very well and teach
others about that king, but if he does not have an intimate son-father
relationship with that king, he only has head knowledge about that
king. Many think that they are saved, but they still do not have eternal
life if they are not born again! Are you sure that you are born again and
have eternal life? Read John 3:3-7).

THOUGHT: To be truly saved, I must be born again by God’s Spirit.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee for salvation and eternal life.
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MONDAY, JULY 29
1 JOHN 5
1 JOHN 5:12

“He that hath the Son hath life...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE (2)
God does not give us His gift of eternal life as a separate gift from His
Son Jesus. We are to be constantly dependent on Jesus like the
branches on the vine (John 15:1-8).
Many believers think that God gives them life, strength and power like
a separate battery which has to recharged again and again, but that is
not true. The eternal life God gives to His children is in His Son and is
always attached to His Son. “And this is the record, that God hath
given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life” (1 John
5:11-12). To have God’s written Word is not enough. To have good and
sound doctrines is not enough. We can never have power to live up to
God’s written Word without His living Word (i.e. Jesus Himself). “...
This is the true God, and eternal life” (1 John 5:20) and “For as the
Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in
himself” (John 5:26). Jesus says, “I am the bread of life… I am the
resurrection, and the life… I am the way, the truth, and the life… And
I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of my hand” (John 6:35; 11:25; 14:6;
10:28). Praise the Lord!
Then, what should we do to enjoy God’s eternal life? There is only one
way. We must humbly and constantly trust in, submit to and depend
on the Lord Jesus Christ Himself and His Word alone moment by moment
like the branches on the vine, “... He that believeth on me hath
everlasting life ... I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me
ye can do nothing… If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you” (John 6:47;
15:5,7). Do you truly have the Lord Jesus and His life now and always?
If you are not sure, invite Jesus into your heart and live with Him (Rev
3:20).
THOUGHT: Without Jesus Christ, I have no eternal life.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to always trust in and depend on Thee.
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TUESDAY, JULY 30
REVELATION 3:1-6
GALATIANS 2:20

“…not I, but Christ liveth in me...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE (3)
The Lord Jesus, who has “the seven Spirits of God” or the fullness of
the Holy Spirit (Isa 11:2), rebuked the church in Sardis for their lack of
spiritual life, “I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou
livest, and art dead. Be watchful, and strengthen the things which
remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect
before God” (Rev 3:1-2). What about us? Do we live in name only but
are actually dead?
Many charismatic leaders are proud of their mega churches with the
“powerful presence” of the Spirit and His sign gifts of “speaking in
tongues, healing, prophesying,” etc. They think that their worship
services are full of life with “powerful preaching” by eloquent and
popular speakers and with “powerful singing” by so many members
accompanied on a band of electric guitars and drums, and that the
atmosphere is so lively and exciting! They deceive themselves and
others as only the Spirit gives life. The flesh is useless for salvation
(John 6:63). Spiritual life must not be measured by feelings of excitement,
sensation, activities or atmosphere. We must “know them by their
fruits” (Matt 7:16). Sign gifts have ceased since the New Testament
was completed (1 Cor 13:8-10). The Spirit only glorifies Jesus, not man
or human resources or worldly methods (John 16:14). Worship must be
done decently in reverence and in order (1 Cor 14:25, 40). True
worshippers must not be conformed to the world (Rom 12:2). They
must worship God “in spirit and in truth” according to God’s Word
(John 4:24). Speakers must not “have confidence in the flesh” (Phil
3:3), but preach Christ and God’s Word alone (2 Cor 4:5; 2 Tim 4:2).
What about “Christians”? Others must see Christ and His life manifested
in them and through them (2 Cor 4:10). Would the Lord Jesus say, sing,
worship, preach, teach or do like these mega churches on earth? “He
that saith he abideth in him (Christ) ought himself also so to walk,
even as he (Christ) walked” (1 John 2:6); and “not I, but Christ liveth
in me” (Gal 2:20).
THOUGHT: Do others see Christ and His life in me?
PRAYER: Lord, please let Thyself and Thy Life be manifest in me.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 31
JAMES 4:1-10
EPHESIANS 3:7

“... the gift of the grace
of God given unto me...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF GRACE (1)
Thank God “for by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Eph 2:8). What is “grace”? “Grace”
(Greek, charis) means “a favor done without expectation of return; the
absolutely free expression of the loving kindness of God to men finding
its only motive in the bounty and benevolence of the Giver; unearned
and unmerited favor” (Zodhiates) and “favor, grace, gracious care or
help, goodwill. Especially of the gracious intention of God and of Christ,
who give (undeserved) gifts to men” (BAGD). Thus, God’s grace is
God’s love, goodness, kindness, favour, help and blessings toward
mankind, especially His children, even though they do not deserve it.
When we think we deserve God’s blessings or salvation because of
who we are or what we have done, we “are fallen from grace” (Gal 5:4),
for “if it be of works, then is it no more grace” (Rom 11:6), and “I do
not frustrate (make void) the grace of God: for if righteousness come
by the law, then Christ is dead in vain” (Gal 2:21).
God is “the God of all grace” (1 Pet 5:10), and the Spirit is “the Spirit
of grace” (Heb 10:29), and Jesus is “full of grace and truth…. And of
his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace” (John 1:14, 16).
We really need God’s grace. We must humbly live by God’s grace as
“God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble” (James
4:6). We must thank God and praise Him always because it is by His
grace alone that we are saved (Eph 2:8), justified (Rom 3:24), called and
elected (Gal 1:15; Rom 11:5), redeemed (Eph 1:7), made a minister (Eph
3:7), strengthened (2 Cor 12:9), established (Heb 13:9), leading a godly
life (2 Cor 1:12), and receiving God’s gifts (Rom 12:6), and “everlasting
consolation and good hope” (2 Thess 2:16). Truly, “by the grace of
God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was
not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I,
but the grace of God which was with me” (1 Cor 15:10). All glory be to
God alone!
THOUGHT: It is by God’s grace alone that I am what I am.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to live humbly by Thy grace.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 1
1 PETER 5
2 PETER 3:18

“... grow in grace...”

THANK GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF GRACE (2)
The “exceeding riches” of God’s grace (Eph 2:7) is always “exceeding
abundant” (1 Tim 1:14) and “sufficient” (2 Cor 12:9) for us despite our
unworthiness and weaknesses, not only for our salvation and
sanctification, but also for our life and ministry in all situations, so that
we can say like Paul, “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s
sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong” (2 Cor 12:10). Praise the
Lord!
Like our Lord Jesus, “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye
through his poverty might be rich” (2 Cor 8:9), the more we know and
receive God’s grace, the more grace and strength we have to minister
“as good stewards of the manifold grace of God” (1 Pet 4:10) to our
brethren and to others, even to the undeserving. If we are controlled
by “the Spirit of grace,” we can be a blessing to others, and we always
find it a blessing to be with or to work with the brethren who are full of
God’s grace. We should not be surprised or discouraged by those who
are short of God’s grace, always murmuring, complaining, grumbling or
shouting. We should pray for them as without God’s grace we might be
the same.
God commands us to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18) and “be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim 2:1). That means we need to know
and receive God’s grace more each day through our Lord and through
“the word of his grace” (Acts 20:32). As God “giveth more grace” to
the humble (James 4:6), let us humbly “come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need” (Heb 4:16), and then we will be able “to testify the gospel of the
grace of God” to others” (Acts 20:24).
THOUGHT: “... continue in the grace of God” (Acts 13:43).
PRAYER: Lord, help me to grow and continue in Thy grace.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 2
EPHESIANS 1
EPHESIANS 1:3

“... all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places in Christ.”

THANK GOD FOR ALL HIS SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS
Jesus says, “If thou knewest the gift of God,… thou wouldest have
asked of him, and he would have given thee…” (John 4:10). Do you
believe God has marvellous grace and precious gifts for you? Are you
willing to humble yourself and come to Jesus and ask Him for all the
spiritual gifts and blessings reserved for you despite your
unworthiness and nothingness? It is totally your fault and
accountability if you ignore or reject God’s grace and gifts for you: His
Word and Truth, His only begotten Son, His Spirit, His gift of faith and
repentance, His gift of salvation and eternal life and His grace and all
His spiritual blessings in Christ and in Him alone.
From Ephesians 1, we notice that all God’s spiritual blessings are in
Christ. It means that if you have not sincerely repented of your sins
and submissively received Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, you are
still outside His family and kingdom. You are still not in Christ though
you may go to church and worship Him and even serve Him actively. If
you are not sure of your spiritual status in Christ, just humbly come to
Him now, hide yourself in Him and His grace and righteousness and
exalt Him to be your Saviour, your Lord, your King, your Mediator,
your great High Priest, your life and all. Then, you can start enjoying
God’s spiritual blessings in Christ: having grace and peace from God
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (v 2), being chosen to be holy
before God (v 4), being God’s adopted child accepted in Christ (vv 56), having redemption and forgiveness through Jesus’ blood (v 7),
having God’s wisdom and prudence and knowledge of God’s will (vv
8-9), obtaining God’s inheritance (v 11), having faith in Christ and
being sealed with the Holy Spirit after hearing “the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation” (v 13). All these are by God’s grace alone, so
we must praise Him and thank Him for the glory and the riches of His
grace (vv 6-7). May God open our spiritual eyes to know more about
“the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints” (v 18).
THOUGHT: With Christ and in Christ I have all spiritual blessings.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee so much for all Thy spiritual blessings.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 3
HEBREWS 12:1-17
MARK 11:22

“Have faith in God.”

HAVE FAITH IN GOD
Back to the theme and also God’s command, “Have faith in God”
(Mark 11:22), we must be encouraged to trust more in God, in Jesus and
in His Word after having known His precious gifts and spiritual
blessings in Christ, even the gift of faith in Him and in His Word for our
salvation. We must give all glory, praise and thanks to God for all His
gifts and blessings to us in Christ based on His grace alone despite
our unworthiness and nothingness!
To understand more about our saving faith in Christ, we shall observe
other aspects and acts of faith by which the Old Testament saints
obtained a good testimony as recorded briefly in Hebrews 11. After
learning from the heroes of faith, we should not stop there. We may
admire their great faith and be much encouraged to trust in the Lord
and in His Word. However, when facing our own weaknesses, difficulties
and trials, as well as temptations, opposition and attacks from Satan
and the world, we may find that our faith is not adequate until we turn
our eyes away from these heroes of faith and look unto “Jesus the
author and finisher of our faith” (Heb 12:2), who is able not only to
inspire and strengthen our faith but also to fulfil and complete our faith
in Him and in His Word. Praise the Lord!
It is not in vain to remind ourselves of the fact that while a so-called
“Christian” who might be very actively attending fellowship groups,
worship services, or Bible seminaries and then become a preacher, a
missionary or a pastor, does not necessarily mean that he has the
saving faith in Christ. He must also maintain a personal relationship
with Christ, live by Christ, depend on Christ and submit to Christ and
His Word without any compromise or external influences. Sadly, many
just blindly follow their pastors or leaders who are so kind, gentle, and
friendly and able to preach and teach eloquently, but their hearts are
not truly submissive to Christ and God’s Word!
THOUGHT: Do I truly have a saving faith in God and His Word?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to submit to Thee and Thy Word.
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LORD’S DAY, AUGUST 4
PSALM 136
EPHESIANS 5:6

“Let no man deceive you
with vain words...”

UNBIBLICAL UNDERSTANDING OF GOD’S CREATION
Satan does not want us to believe in God and His Word to be saved
and blessed. Jesus confirms this truth, “The seed is the word of God.
Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and
taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and
be saved” (Luke 8:11-12). The Holy Spirit moved His saints to record
God’s Truth. Satan also moves his servants to produce false doctrines
and lying theories, philosophies, movies, novels and arguments against
God and His Truth to mislead many away from God’s Truth. Sadly,
many are deceived by evolutionism and deny their Creator and Maker!
Many others are deceived by textual criticism to doubt, question and
criticise God’s Word!
Shamefully, many so-called “Christian scholars” and leaders neither
believe nor understand God’s work of creation as recorded in God’s
Word, the Holy Bible, particularly in the first chapters of the Book of
Genesis. They just expose their unbelief and state that the story of
God’s creation is a myth, Adam and Eve were not real historic persons,
the longevity of the ancients before the Flood could not be up to
several hundred years of age, the Flood in Noah’s days could not be
global, etc. They have been influenced by evolutionism and have
adopted the Gap theory (a big gap of period of time between verse one
and verse two of the Book of Genesis, giving room for human
imaginations and arguments on the age of the earth and God’s work of
creation), Theistic evolutionism (God used the process of evolution to
create the universe and living things), Progressive creationism (denial
of six literal twenty-four-hour days of God’s work of creation), etc.
Sadly many just blindly follow their leaders and human arguments
instead of following God and His Word, and still think that they are
“wise”! God’s Word says,“For the wisdom of this world is foolishness
with God...” (1 Cor 3:19).

THOUGHT: “Let no man deceive you with vain words...” (Eph 5:6).
PRAYER: Lord, keep me from Satan’s and men’s deception.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 5
GENESIS 1:1-25
PSALM 148:5

“... he commanded,
and they were created.”

THROUGH FAITH WE UNDERSTAND GOD’S CREATION
Do you want to correctly understand God’s work of creation? There is
only one way, and that is to put your faith in God and in God’s Word,
“Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things
which do appear” (Heb 11:3). Let us ponder on this verse with a Greek
Lexicon (BAGD). “Through faith,” from pistei (in dative), means “by
means of faith, by faith, through faith;” and “worlds,” from aionas,
means “the worlds” as a spatial concept (Heb 1:2; 11:3); and “were
framed,” from katertisthai, means “were made, created” (Heb 11:3);
and “by the word,” from rhemati (in dative), means “by that which is
said, by word, by command, by order of God” and “appear,” from
phaino, means “give light, appear, become visible.”
If we want to make a cake, we need some ingredients and an oven. It is
impossible for men to make or create anything out of nothing. However,
God is not like men. God is the Creator, and “with God all things are
possible” (Matt 19:26); and by our faith in the almighty and all-wise
God and in His Word, we can correctly understand that God created
the world, the universe and all things “out of nothing” just by means
of His direct word or command without any means of visible things.
Truly, “And God said, Let there be light: and there was light” (Gen
1:3; cf. vv 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24), and “By the word of the LORD were the
heavens made… For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and
it stood fast” (Ps 33:6, 9). We must trust, praise and worship God. “Let
them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were
created” (Ps 148:5).
When we are in great difficulties, we should not turn to men or visible
means and resources, but to the almighty God our Father, who is able
to help, deliver and bless us out of nothing or even make those
difficulties or opposition turn to our good. Praise the Lord!
THOUGHT: God can do all things well out of nothing.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to have faith in Thee in all things.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 6
GENESIS 1
EXODUS 20:11

“For in six days the LORD
made heaven and earth...”

GOD CREATED EVERYTHING IN SIX LITERAL DAYS
Many blindly follow evolutionists in their interpretation. They assume
that God’s work of creation could not be in six literal 24-hour days.
“God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar...” (Rom 3:4).
Let us turn to God’s Word to find the truth. “And God called the light
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the
morning were the first day… And God called the firmament Heaven.
And the evening and the morning were the second day… And the
evening and the morning were the third day” (Gen 1:5, 8, 13). Tow and
Khoo have a clear biblical observation (from Theology for Every
Christian, FEBC Press, Singapore, 2007):
“There are three reasons why they must be literal and not figurative
days. First, we find in Genesis One, the numerical adjective. Whenever
the numerical adjective (1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc.) is used with the word “day”
it always refers to a literal 24-hour day. Second, the qualifying phrase,
“evening and morning” suggests the beginning and ending of a day
within a 24-hour cycle. Third, the fourth commandment in Exodus 20:11
interprets the creation week as a literal week of six days plus a day of
rest. If the days are millions of years, then how long must we work
before we rest? …God Himself has set the infallible pattern (see dayby-day chart below).
.
Gen 1:1-5
First Day:
Heaven and Earth (Empty), Darkness,
Light, Day, Night
Gen 1:6-8
Second Day: Water Canopy (“Firmament”)
Gen 1:9-13 Third Day: Dry Land, Vegetation
Gen 1:14-19 Fourth Day: Sun, Moon, Stars
Gen 1:20-23 Fifth Day:
Sea Creatures, Birds
Gen 1:24-31 Sixth Day:
Land Creatures, Man
Gen 2:1-3
Seventh Day: Cessation of Creation

THOUGHT: God means what He says, and I just believe His Word.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to understand Thy Word.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7
GENESIS 1:26-31
PSALM 139:14

“I will praise thee;
for I am fearfully
and wonderfully made...”

GOD CREATED HUMAN BEINGS IN HIS IMAGE
God created the heaven and the earth and everything in it in six literal
24-hour days by His Word. Also on the sixth day, God created human
beings in His image and after His likeness in a very special way, not by
His Word, but with His work and His own breath of life. “And God
said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth…And the LORD God formed man
of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living soul” (Gen 1:26; 2:7). Through God’s
Word, we understand that:
(1) The divine name “God” is in the plural in Hebrew “Elohim,” and
is replaced with plural pronouns “us” and “our,” and is used with
singular verbs “said” and “formed.” This reveals the truth of the
Trinity of God: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit,
and “these three are one” (1 John 5:7; cf Matt 28:19; 2 Cor 13:14).
(2) Being created in God’s image does not mean that human beings
are like God with His divine attributes, but are like God in some aspects
that animals do not have. As God is eternal and His breath is eternal,
human beings have immortal souls. Animals die and their lives come to
an end; but when human beings die, their souls live on, whether being
saved in Christ in heaven (Phil 1:23; 2 Cor 5:8) or being judged and
condemned to hell (Luke 16:19-31; Heb 9:27; Rev 21:8). Only human
beings have a will, a conscience, a capability to render worship to
God, wisdom, understanding, intelligence, power of reason, creative
minds and skills, spoken and written languages, capacity for
administration and dominion, and respect for the dead. Human life is
of a much higher level than that of animals. Man did not evolve from
animals. Read Psalm 139:14.
THOUGHT: I was made in God’s image with His breath of life!
PRAYER: Lord, how I thank Thee for creating me in Thy image!
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 8
EPHESIANS 2:1-10
LUKE 22:42

“... nevertheless not my will,
but thine, be done.”

ONLY HUMAN BEINGS HAVE A WILL
We must thank God for creating human beings in His image — a living
soul with a will; and not like an impersonal, non-living and non-feeling
robot, and not like animals, even monkeys, with a natural instinct to
struggle for survival and to satisfy their need for food, companion or
mates. With a will, human beings are able to achieve their goals,
encounter challenges, solve problems and overcome difficulties.
Monkeys might want to cross a big river, but they have to give up their
intention or desire because they cannot do that. They do not have the
will to press on. However, with a will, men can determine to press on
despite difficulties and obstacles; and with the wisdom, intelligence
and skills God gave them, they build a bridge or a tunnel to cross the
river. Monkeys encounter pestilences and hopelessly suffer death,
but with a will, men can study hard and try hard until they find a cure
for those pestilences. It is amazing, is it not? Sadly, instead of
acknowledging and thanking their Creator, many deny Him and believe
that they had evolved from the monkey! Why? Because they have a
sinful heart, a corrupt mind and a rebellious will!
Adam was first created with a free will. He could choose, decide and
control himself to obey God or disobey Him. Sadly, after the fall of
Adam and Eve, sin and death entered into the world (Rom 5:12), and
man’s free will was marred and corrupted. Now, man is naturally
rebellious against God, and he does not want and is unable to love
God, obey Him or submit to His Word, “Because the carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be” (Rom 8:7); and “But this people hath a revolting and
a rebellious heart...” (Jer 5:23). What about you?
Therefore, if a sinful and rebellious man is able to repent, to believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and to submit his will to God’s will and His Word
to be saved, it is totally by God’s grace alone (Eph 2:1-10).
THOUGHT: “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” (Acts 9:6).
PRAYER: Lord, help me to submit to Thy holy will and Word.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 9
ROMANS 2:1-16
ACTS 23:1

“I have lived in all good
conscience before God...”

ONLY HUMAN BEINGS HAVE A CONSCIENCE
We must thank God for creating human beings with a conscience;
otherwise, they would be very wicked and cruel without any moral
ethics to stop them. Man feels glad and encouraged when he does
something good, but he feels sorry, regretful, remorseful or guilty when
he does something wrong (Rom 2:15). A person who has just murdered
someone cannot have peace or a sound sleep; but an animal still sleeps
well after eating another animal or even a human being. So, then, man
could not have evolved from the monkey!
Based on Romans 2:15, the basic functions of conscience are: (1) bearing
witness (of who we are or what we are doing, Rom 9:1; 2 Cor 1:12); (2)
accusing (and making us remorseful or regretful about our mistakes,
shortcomings, sins, failures, John 8:9; Acts 2:37); and (3) excusing or
defending (ourselves for our right thinking or good deeds – Acts 23:1;
24:16; 1 Pet 3:16).
God’s Word tells us about the evil conscience due to a depraved heart
(Jer 17:9; Heb 10:22); weak conscience due to a lack of knowledge of
God and His Word (1 Cor 8:7, 10, 12); seared (or burnt and hardened)
conscience due to unbelief, impenitence, wrong doctrines, apostasy,
lies, seducing spirits (1 Tim 4:1-3); defiled conscience due to ignorance,
unbelief, or wrongdoings (1 Cor 8:7; Titus 1:15); un-offensive (or
blameless, clear) conscience (Acts 24:16); pure conscience (1 Tim 3:9;
2 Tim 1:3); and good conscience (Acts 23:1; 1 Tim 1:5, 19). What about
yours and mine?
A good conscience must be cleansed and sanctified by Christ’s blood,
God’s Word, and the Holy Spirit to be sensitive to detect sins and
wrong doctrines. Those whose conscience is hardened are living in
sin and fighting against God’s Word and His people and yet justifying
themselves by thinking that they are serving the Lord (John 16:2)!
THOUGHT: Live in all good conscience before God (Acts 23:1).
PRAYER: Lord, sanctify my conscience and keep it good and pure.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 10
PSALM 96
JOHN 4:23

“... worship the Father
in spirit and in truth...”

ONLY HUMAN BEINGS CAN RENDER
WORSHIP TO GOD
Thank God for creating human beings with the ability to worship God.
We have never seen animals gather together to worship their Creator.
Some extant primitive or uncivilised tribes in rural areas still render
their worship to their “gods,” even though their “gods’ are not the
living and true God of the Bible.
Satan has made use of the human faculty of worship and misled people
to worship the creatures rather than the Creator, even to worship Satan
unawares. That is why we see all kinds of religions in the world, “Who
changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the
creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen” (Rom
1:25); and “For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD
made the heavens” (Ps 96:5); and “But I say, that the things which the
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would
not that ye should have fellowship with devils” (1 Cor 10:20). Those
who declare that they are atheists are actually worshippers of
themselves. Human beings, whether they believe it or not, are
worshipping someone or something, either themselves or Satan or
some creature, or “the work of their own hands” (Isa 2:8), or the god
of money and materialism, or the god of worldly pleasures. Many
worship God but according to their own will and ways. They are all
false worshippers, unacceptable before God!
God is seeking true worshippers who “worship the Father in spirit
and in truth” (John 4:23-24). What about us? To worship God in spirit,
we must be born again by God’s Word and by the Holy Spirit, “... that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit… Ye must be born again” (John
3:6-7). To worship God in truth, we must worship God in Jesus’ name
according to God’s Word with the guidance of the Holy Spirit; “O
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all the
earth” (Ps 96:9).
THOUGHT: Am I a true worshipper of God my Creator?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to worship Thee in spirit and in truth.
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LORD’S DAY, AUGUST 11
ROMANS 1:18-32
1 CORINTHIANS 10:31

“... whatsoever ye do,
do all to the glory of God.”

ONLY HUMAN BEINGS HAVE WISDOM, INTELLIGENCE,
POWER OF REASON AND SKILLS
Thank God for creating human beings with wisdom, understanding,
intelligence, power of reason, creative mind and skills that animals do
not have. Man can study, do research or experiment, and invent many
good things. Many good things have been made and invented for our
home and garden (electric appliances and tools), for transport (cars,
buses, trains, boats/ships, aircraft), for office and study (computers,
multifunction printers), for telecommunication (telephones, mobile
phones, modems, Internet), for medicine and treatment, for building
and infrastructure, for arts and music (with various kinds of musical
instruments), etc. With different talents and skills, we have artists,
musicians, singers, scientists, doctors, nurses, lawyers, architects,
engineers, pilots, teachers, IT programmers, analysts, writers, bankers,
mechanics, electricians, chefs, trade-people, accountants, builders,
carpenters, farmers, gardeners, workers, and so forth. How amazing
the human brain is! Man could never have evolved from monkeys or
from “unknown non-living chemicals”!
Sadly, due to human sinful, corrupt and rebellious nature, men use
their powers of reason to argue against God their Creator and His
Truth, even to deny Him with their evolutionism and worldly
philosophies. Instead of giving thanks, praise and glory to their Maker,
they use their talents and skills to promote themselves, to praise men
and to attract people to themselves. Truly, “Because that, when they
knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened” (Rom 1:21). What about you?
How we need the Lord to sanctify our hearts, minds and skills to live
for God and His glory alone! “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor 10:31).
THOUGHT: Am I living for God my Creator with a thankful heart?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to live gratefully for Thee and Thy glory.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 12
GENESIS 11:1-9
GENESIS 3:9

“... the LORD God called
unto Adam,…Where art thou?”

ONLY HUMAN BEINGS HAVE
SPOKEN AND WRITTEN LANGUAGES
Thank God for creating human beings with a sophisticated system of
communication via spoken and written words. This proves that human
beings could never have evolved from non-living chemicals.
Evolutionists can never give sufficient evidences of human languages
evolving from simple sounds of animals through their theory of
“biological evolution.” Neither can they explain why there are so many
languages in the world. Those who are gifted in languages can study
human languages, and they can find out the grammatical rules, sentence
structures, morphology or syntax by which they can set up written
languages for the native and foreign people to learn; but they will
never be able to do this with animals’ sounds. Contrary to evolutionism,
human languages are getting less sophisticated.
The Word of God tells us that God created human beings with the
capacity to communicate with one language. God spoke to Adam and
Eve (Gen 1:28-30; 2:16-17) and they had this capacity to communicate
(Gen 2:20, 23; 3:2,9-20). However, later God had to “confound their
language, that they may not understand one another’s speech” due
to their self-glory, pride and unbelief from the Babel incident (Gen 11:19). That is why there are so many languages in the world. With
languages, mankind can enjoy their education at schools and
universities and then convey their knowledge to the younger
generations. The most important is the written record, the Holy Bible,
— the revelation of God Himself, His creation, His people, and His love
and salvation for mankind in Christ. Animals, even monkeys, neither
have spoken nor written languages, nor schools nor libraries, nor
education. They can never read or understand poetry, lecture notes, or
Bible verses. Sadly, human beings use their spoken and written
languages to speak and write against their Creator, even to deny Him!
What about you?
THOUGHT: Do I use my language skills for God’s glory?
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee for Thy written Word for me today.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 13
DANIEL 2:36-49
ROMANS 13:1

“... the powers that be
are ordained of God.”

ONLY HUMAN BEINGS HAVE CAPACITY FOR
ADMINISTRATION AND DOMINION
Thank God for creating human beings with the capacity for
administration and dominion. After creating the first human couple,
“God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that moveth upon the earth” (Gen 1:28). It is so amazing that a man is
able to manage a community, a school, a business, a law court, a society,
or a country; not only with the paper work of administration but also
with the cooperation of a committee, a faculty, a jury, a board or a
cabinet of capable members to make sure that everything runs smoothly
and is in order. Just take a look at the procedure of a court case: “At the
beginning of the trial, the person who is accused pleads guilty or not
guilty to the charges against them. The lawyers for the prosecution try
to prove that the defendant is guilty, and the lawyers for the defence
try to prove that their client is innocent. The judge and the jury examine
the evidence and listen to the testimony of the witnesses. At the end
of the trial, the judge then sums up the case, and the jury then gives
their verdict. If the person is found guilty, the judge sentences them to
a period of time in prison, or orders them to pay a fine. If the person is
found not guilty, they are released” (Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English).
God’s Word confirms that “he changeth the times and the seasons: he
removeth kings, and setteth up kings...” (Dan 2:21) and “... there is no
power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever
therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and
they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation” (Rom 13:1-2).
Sadly, many governments have failed to acknowledge their Creator, so
they have failed to keep their community, society or country in order
and in peace!
THOUGHT: God is sovereign, and the powers are ordained of Him.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to always acknowledge Thy sovereignty.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14
MATTHEW 25:31-46
HEBREWS 13:7

“Remember them which
have the rule over you...”

ONLY HUMAN BEINGS HAVE
RESPECT FOR THE DEAD
Another feature that human beings have that animals do not is respect
for the dead. An investigation is always conducted before the corpse
is properly buried. A dead animal does not enjoy such respect. Why
are the police willing to spend time and effort in investigation? The
reason is so simple: It is a human being, not an animal!
A good person who sacrificed his life and contributed his efforts and
skills to the building up of his community and country is usually
remembered or commemorated to remind the younger generations of
his sacrifice, good works and contributions. Truly, “the righteous shall
be in everlasting remembrance” (Ps 112:6), and “The memory of the
just is blessed” (Prov 10:7). We Christians are commanded to remember
our Saviour Jesus Christ, His righteous life, His atoning death and His
triumphant resurrection for our justification and salvation, and the
Lord’s Supper is for this purpose, “this do in remembrance of me” (1
Cor 11:24-25). Animals, even monkeys, cannot have such remembrance!
We Christians also thank God for raising Martin Luther, John Calvin,
John Knox, and other reformers to ignite the 16th Century Protestant
Reformation. I also thank God for raising Rev Dr Timothy Tow to
establish the Far Eastern Bible College and the Bible-Presbyterian
Movement for God’s Word and truth. And I thank God for a sound and
biblical training at the FEBC. Sadly, many churches do not remember
the Protestant Reformation, and many of Rev Tow’s students do not
appreciate his labour and faithful ministry!
It should be noticed that it is idolatry and an abomination before God
when many respect the dead to the extent that they worship their
religious leaders, the Virgin Mary, saints, ancestors or parents. We
human beings are commanded to render worship to our Creator and
Maker alone, even God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy
Spirit.
THOUGHT: Do I remember my Saviour and His faithful servants?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to remember Thy faithful servants.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 15
ISAIAH 40:12-31
HEBREWS 1:3

“...upholding all things
by the word of his power...”

HAVE FAITH IN GOD THE CREATOR
God created everything by His Word out of nothing, but He created
human beings in His image by His own hands and with His own breath,
so human beings are much more valuable than anything in this world.
The Lord Jesus confirms this truth, “Behold the fowls of the air: for
they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?”
(Matt 6:26), and “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?...” (Matt 16:26).
Truly, to save mankind from sin and condemnation, “For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John
3:16). We will trust in God more when we really know and believe His
love for us and His power to sustain the universe. When we want to
keep a thing moving, we need a motor or an engine run by battery,
electricity, petrol, diesel, gas, hot steam, coal, etc. Can we do the same
to keep a thing as big as a city moving? How big and heavy is the
earth? How does God keep the earth moving on its own axis and moving
around the sun, not to mention keeping so many other stars and galaxies
moving at the same time without any sweat or difficulty for years after
years, “upholding all things by the word of his power” (Heb 1:3)?
“Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting
God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not,
neither is weary? ...” (Isa 40:28). How can it be by chance that the
earth moves around and still keeps a safe distance from the sun? It is a
great sin to deny God the loving Creator! God is always sovereign,
preserving His Word, sustaining everything. Our lives are in His hand.
Hence, we should wholeheartedly trust in God our almighty and loving
Creator and heavenly Father even in our difficulties and trials. We
must worship God, serve Him, appreciate Him, love Him, and give
thanks, praise and glory to Him alone.
THOUGHT: God created me, loves me, and cares for me!
PRAYER: Lord, how I thank Thee for creating me and loving me.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 16
GENESIS 4:1-16
LUKE 16:15

“...that which is highly esteemed
among men is abomination...”

BY FAITH WE ARE JUSTIFIED (1)
God created human beings with a conscience to convict them of their
sins and remind them to return to God. Sadly, they establish their own
moral standards to ease their conscience, to justify themselves, and
then to reject the Lord Jesus. When we share the Gospel of salvation
in Christ, many usually justify themselves, saying, “We have never
done anything seriously wrong against our conscience. We have lived
according to our conscience. Moreover, we have done a lot of good
works, and we also worship the Creator as our “god” and give Him our
offerings, etc.” They fail to acknowledge that due to the fall of Adam
and Eve, their hearts are sinful, corrupt, deceitful and totally depraved;
as a result, their conscience is not as good and sensitive as it should
be. Their conscience cannot be their reliable judge, like a defective
meter or gauge which can never give a correct measurement or result.
Living in a smelly environment for a long time, we will get used to it,
and our sense of smell will not be able to detect or sense the stink of
the place we are staying in! Living in sin and deception, many do not
see that telling lies, breaking the copyright law, embracing sinful lusts,
failing to worship God and to keep His Word are sins.
Cain worshipped God and offered Him the fruit of the ground, but he
and his offering were rejected. Why? Cain’s conscience was dull, and
he justified himself with his good works, so he ignored the bloodshedding sacrifice for his sins! He did not offer in faith. However, “By
faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by
which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of
his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh” (Heb 11:4).
The human conscience needs to be cleansed by Jesus’ precious blood,
sanctified by the Holy Spirit, and tuned up to God’s moral standards,
even God’s Word, the Holy Bible. Then, we ourselves and what we do
might be acceptable before God in the Lord Jesus Christ.
THOUGHT: Do I worship God and live according to His Word?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to worship Thee according to Thy Word.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 17
GENESIS 4:1-16
HEBREWS 11:4

“By faith Abel offered unto God
a more excellent sacrifice...”

BY FAITH WE ARE JUSTIFIED (2)
From God’s Word in Genesis 4:1-16, we can draw some lessons:
Cain and Abel came to God in worship with their offerings. How did
they know God? By God’s revelation to Adam and Eve, “And I will put
enmity between thee (Satan) and the woman, and between thy seed
and her seed (Jesus); it (Jesus) shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel… Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God
make coats of skins, and clothed them” (Gen 3:15, 21). To make a coat
of skin to clothe Adam and Eve, God had to kill an animal, a type of the
atoning sacrifice of the coming Jesus, who is “the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).
Abel offered the firstlings of his flock (sheep) and “the LORD had
respect unto Abel and to his offering” (v 4). The LORD accepted both
Abel and his offering. Why? Because Abel manifested his faith in God,
in the atoning sacrifice of his coming Saviour Jesus, and in God’s
Word. And he worshipped God according to God’s Word and way.
What about Abel’s faith when he offered a lamb? He acknowledged
that he was a sinner and that he could only approach the holy and
righteous God through the atoning sacrifice of his coming Saviour
Jesus. Abel also confessed that he deserved the punishment of death
due to his sins and that he needed a lamb (Jesus Christ) to shed its
blood for his sins and to be killed as his substitute. Therefore, the holy
and righteous Lord accepted him and his offering. “By faith Abel
offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain ...” (Heb 11:4).
There is no sacrifice which is more excellent than the Lamb of God, the
only begotten Son of God, who “appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself” (Heb 9:26). Do you have faith in Christ?

THOUGHT: Thank God for the blood-shedding Lamb for my sins.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee for Thy life, death and resurrection for
me.
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LORD’S DAY, AUGUST 18
LUKE 18:9-14
LUKE 18:13

“God be merciful to me a sinner.”

BY FAITH WE ARE JUSTIFIED (3)
Cain offered the fruit of the ground unto the LORD, but “unto Cain
and to his offering he (God) had not respect” (Gen 4:5). Both Cain and
his offering were rejected by God. Many arrogantly argue that God
was not fair when He rejected Cain and his offering as Cain was a
gardener or farmer, and he also honoured God by offering the best fruit
of his labour. That is only human reasoning. It is of utmost importance
to do in God’s way what God commands us to do. Cain could have
exchanged his farm products for a lamb from Abel to offer it to God as
God had required him to do; but Cain failed to do so and was rejected.
Why? First, Cain disregarded God’s command and God’s way of
worship. Second, Cain proudly trusted in himself and in his good works,
failing to acknowledge that he was a sinner and that he needed the
blood-shedding atoning sacrifice of the coming Saviour for his sins
and in his stead. Many man-made religions and worship are also rejected
by God because they fail to wholly believe in Him and His Word and to
worship according to His Word and way.
Even the Jews, who know and worship God, also do their best to
establish their own righteousness by trying to keep God’s law (Rom
10:3). However, outside of Christ, they are rejected as well. The Pharisee
trusted in himself that he was righteous and despised others. He stood
and prayed to God, boasting of his good works; while the tax collector
humbly pleaded for mercy, “God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke
8:13). Jesus says that this tax collector was justified rather than the
Pharisee, “for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he
that humbleth himself shall be exalted” (Luke 18:14).
No matter how “good” we are and how many good works we have
done, we can never approach the holy and righteous God by ourselves.
We must acknowledge that we are hopeless and helpless sinners and
that we do need a blood-shedding atoning sacrifice, the Lord Jesus
Christ.
THOUGHT: I am only a sinner completely at God’s mercy!
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee for Thy grace and mercy.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 19
ROMANS 3:19-31
ROMANS 5:1

“... being justified by faith...”

BY FAITH WE ARE JUSTIFIED (4)
God’s Word says, “There is none righteous, no, not one…by the deeds
of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight…the
righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and
upon all them that believe…Being justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus… Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom
3:10, 20, 22, 24; 5:1). Those who establish their own righteousness,
which is like “filthy rags” (Isa 64:6), will never be able to pacify the
righteous God against sins and will never have peace with God. We are
saved by grace through faith alone (Eph 2:8), and we are justified also
by grace through faith alone. All thanks, praise and glory must be unto
the Lord alone!
The verb “justify” in Greek is dikaioo, which means “vindicate, treat
as just; in passive, be acquitted, be pronounced and treated as
righteous” (BAGD). By faith in the coming Messiah Jesus and His
perfect sacrifice, Abel “obtained witness that he was righteous” (Heb
11:4). God declared Abel righteous because of his faith in the bloodshedding Lamb for his sins. It is amazing that a sinner can be justified
by God through his faith in the life, death and the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus (Rom 4:25)! Truly, God has made Jesus “to be sin for us,
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in
him” (2 Cor 5:21). What about you? Do you want to be justified or
pronounced righteous before the righteous God? Just take off your
filthy garment of self-righteousness, wholeheartedly believe and accept
the blood-shedding sacrifice of Jesus Christ for your own sins, and
then put on the righteousness of the risen Saviour Jesus Christ, and
God will be pleased to accept you in Christ, and you will have peace
with God, “not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which
is of God by faith” (Phil 3:9).
THOUGHT: “The just shall live by faith (in Christ)” (Rom 1:17).
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee for justifying me in Christ.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 20
MICAH 6:1-8
MICAH 6:8

“... walk humbly with thy God.”

BY FAITH WE WALK WITH GOD (1)
If a king invited you to walk with him, would you regard it as a great
privilege and gladly accept his invitation right away, or just ignore or
reject it? Today, let us listen to the kind invitation, or rather, a
commandment, from the King of kings and Lord of lords, even our
living and true God and our Creator to each one of us personally, “I am
the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect” (Gen 17:1)
and “He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the
LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with thy God?” (Micah 6:8). Our risen Lord Jesus Christ still
invites us, “I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John 8:12) and
“Follow me” (John 21:19). What is your response?
The Bible tells us about Enoch (Gen 5:22-24), Noah (Gen 6:9), Abraham
(Gen 17:1; 24:40), David (1 Kings 3:6), etc., who walked with God and
were richly blessed. Consider especially, “By faith Enoch was
translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because
God had translated him: for before his translation he had this
testimony, that he pleased God” (Heb 11:5). What are the blessings of
walking with God, and how can we walk with God?
Being transformed to be like Jesus Christ: God created human beings in
His likeness with His glory, but sadly due to Adam and Eve’s fall, God’s
glory departed from them. However, God’s purpose is to save those
who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ so that they might “be conformed
to the image of his Son” (Rom 8:29), and “are changed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor
3:18). As “he that walketh with wise men shall be wise” (Prov 13:20),
the more we walk closer with the Lord Himself, the more we shall be
holy, faithful, obedient, wise and humble like our Lord, and we shall be
His holy people (Deut 28:9).
THOUGHT: Am I filled with the Holy Spirit? Or something else?
PRAYER: Help me always to submit to the Holy Spirit and Thy Word.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21
1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18
HEBREWS 11:5

“By faith Enoch was translated...”

BY FAITH WE WALK WITH GOD (2)
Having a blessed fellowship with God: Do you feel bored and lonely
because your heart is empty and your life is meaningless? No one and
nothing in this world, not even human religions, philosophies, worldly
wealth or pleasures, can satisfy your thirsty soul or fill your empty
heart. “Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But
whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of
water springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:13-14). The closer
we walk with God, the more we enjoy a blessed fellowship with Him
and are truly satisfied, “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). God is the source of all
blessings. So following Him we shall enjoy all His blessings and say,
“Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that
I desire beside thee” (Ps 73:25).
Having a good testimony to please God: “So then they that are in the
flesh cannot please God” (Rom 8:8), and “without faith it is impossible
to please him” (Heb 11:6). The closer we walk with God, the more God
will be pleased with us.
Being caught up when Jesus comes: Enoch was taken up to heaven
without seeing death. If we faithfully walk with God day by day and are
still alive when our Saviour Jesus Christ comes again, we shall be
caught up to meet Him in the air. “Then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess 4:17). Jesus
has warned us to be watchful, for there can be two persons in one bed,
or two persons grinding together or two persons in the field, “the one
shall be taken, and the other left” (Luke 17:34-36). It is vital for us to
be watchful and to maintain a personal walk with God day by day so
that we will be caught up when our Lord comes.
THOUGHT: Do I truly maintain my personal walk with God?
PRAYER: Lord, keep me walking with Thee in Thy light each day.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 22
GALATIANS 5:16-26
AMOS 3:3

“Can two walk together,
except they be agreed?”

BY FAITH WE WALK WITH GOD (3)
How can we walk with God?
Be born again and walk in the Spirit: “Can two walk together, except
they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3). To have spiritual walk and personal walk
of faith with God, we must be born again (John 6:63; Eph 2:1). A
spiritually dead person cannot know God, nor hear His Word, nor walk
with Him. God is holy. To walk with God, we must be partakers of His
divine nature, and “walk in the Spirit” (Gal 5:16, 25). God provided the
precious blood of our Lord so that we may maintain our walk and
fellowship with Him in His light (1 John 1:7).
Read God’s Word with trust and submission: Jesus says, “My sheep
hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). To
walk with God is to walk in His Word, His Truth and His Way. Sheep
will follow their shepherd, but not strangers. The more we read God’s
Word with a prayerful, trusting, humble and submissive heart, the more
we know the Lord and His voice, and the closer we walk after Him.
Practise walking in God’s holy presence: Although we cannot see God
with our physical eyes, God always sees us (not only our deeds but
also our hearts and minds) as God is all-knowing and everywhere;
“whither shall I flee from thy presence?” (Ps 139:7). Let us practise
living in God’s holy presence wherever we are in order to fear Him,
trust in Him and enjoy His peace, joy and protection. “I have set the
LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be
moved” (Ps 16:8).
Walk with God by faith step by step: We do not know the next step, but
we can trust in our loving, faithful, almighty and sovereign God and
just walk with Him and after Him by faith one step at a time, “walk by
faith, not by sight” (2 Cor 5:7; cf John 10:4).
THOUGHT: I must walk with God by faith in Him and His Word.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to hear Thy voice and walk after Thee.
54

FRIDAY, AUGUST 23
HEBREWS 4
HEBREWS 11:6

“But without faith it is impossible
to please him (God)...”

WITHOUT FAITH IT IS
IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD (1)
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:
who can know it?” (Jer 17:9). Many think that they are pleasing God
by their good works while they fail to worship God in spirit and in
truth. Many are even proud of their mega churches and large
membership. They thank God and praise Him, and assume that God is
pleased with them and blessing them while they fail to worship God
according to God’s Word and way! It is very dangerous to assume that
we are pleasing God when our lives and worship are not pleasing to
Him at all!
God’s Word says, “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for
he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek him” (Heb 11:6). Without the living faith in
God, in the Lord Jesus Christ and in God’s Word with our trust,
dependence and submission, we can never please God no matter what
we have done or how successful and prosperous we are. When we
come to God, we “must believe” that He is our living and true God and
that He is our rewarder as well as our reward when we diligently and
earnestly seek “Him.” Sadly, many just seek after God’s material
blessings, wealth and health, power and sign gifts but not God Himself,
nor His Word nor His will!
God will never be pleased with us if we fail to trust in Him and in His
Word. What do you think when others do not trust you and your
words? You must be very offended and feel insulted when you are
regarded as an unreliable or untrustworthy person. Truly, “For unto
us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word
preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that
heard it” (Heb 4:2). Many nowadays arrogantly doubt, question and
criticize God’s Word! It is serious as “whatsoever is not of faith is sin”
(Rom 14:23). It is sin when we doubt God and His Word as well as when
we fail to worship God and live according to His Word.
THOUGHT: Is God really pleased with my life and worship?
PRAYER: Lord, help me please Thee with my faith and obedience.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 24
PHILIPPIANS 3
ROMANS 8:8

“... they that are in
the flesh cannot please God.”

WITHOUT FAITH IT IS
IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD (2)
God’s Word says, “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God:
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then
they that are in the flesh cannot please God” (Rom 8:7-8) and “Beware
of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision. For we are
the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh” (Phil 3:2-3). The
spiritual meaning of circumcision is to put off our sinful nature. “In
whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without
hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision
of Christ” (Col 2:11). Hence, do we still have any confidence in the
flesh? We shall never please God by so doing. For example, if I have
confidence in my ability and fail to humbly seek the Holy Spirit and His
anointing, my preaching cannot please God at all.
Many are serving the Lord but still having confidence in the flesh.
They fail to give all glory to God alone, so they can never please God.
Many churches have much confidence in the flesh. They just invite
popular and eloquent speakers but fail to check their faith in God and in
God’s Word, their doctrines and their beliefs. They even proudly bring
worldly entertainment into their worship with a popular band, popular
pianists or popular singers! Is the holy and righteous God pleased with
them? Absolutely not! Let us be not deceived, “they that are in the
flesh cannot please God” (Rom 8:8). If we fail to take up our cross and
deny ourselves and our self-will, we can never please God, “And
whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my
disciple” (Luke 14:27). If we fail to humbly submit to the Holy Spirit
and His guidance through God’s Word, we can never please our holy
and righteous God. If we are still living after the flesh (our old nature)
and just listening to, watching, speaking, reading and doing whatever
we like or going wherever we like regardless of God’s will and Word, we
can never please God.
THOUGHT: Do I have confidence in God alone or in the flesh?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to put my confidence in Thee alone.
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LORD’S DAY, AUGUST 25
HEBREWS 3
HEBREWS 3:12

“Take heed…lest there be…
an evil heart of unbelief...”

WITHOUT FAITH IT IS
IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD (3)
How can we please God?
Trust in the Lord and His Word and earnestly seek Him with an obedient
heart: As “without faith it is impossible to please him,” we “must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him” (Heb 11:6). God is true, infallible and absolutely reliable, and
His Word is true, infallible and absolutely reliable; so we must
wholeheartedly trust and obey Him and His Word in all situations
without any doubt or apology. Since God is the Creator and Maker, the
Giver and the Rewarder of all blessings, we must earnestly seek Him
first with an obedient heart, and God will be pleased with us. “But seek
ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you” (Matt 6:33) and “Hath the LORD as
great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice
of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice…” (1 Sam 15:22).
Take up our cross and follow the Lord: As “they that are in the flesh
cannot please God” (Rom 8:8), we must take up our cross and learn to
die to self, to the flesh and to the world each day (Gal 2:20; 5:24; 6:14)
and walk with God in His narrow way. Read Luke 9:23.
Separate ourselves from unbelief: There is no fellowship or communion
between light and darkness (2 Cor 6:14), so we must separate ourselves
from unbelief and anything not pleasing to God. “Take heed, brethren,
lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from
the living God…So we see that they could not enter in because of
unbelief” (Heb 3:12, 19). We must separate ourselves from anyone
(even church leaders), any doctrine, any argument, any article, any
book, or any website that arrogantly casts doubt on God and His holy
Word, “for whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Rom 14:23).
THOUGHT: Not believing in God and His Word is sin and evil.
PRAYER: Lord, keep me always trusting in Thee and Thy Word.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 26
MATTHEW 25:1-13
AMOS 4:12

“... prepare to meet thy God...”

BY FAITH WE ARE PREPARED (1)
What is your reaction when you receive a warning? If the warning
directly and seriously affects us, we may take it seriously. For example,
we are scared of some signs, “Danger!”, “Poison!” , “Highly Explosive
Gas/Chemical!”, “High Voltage! Beware of Electric Shock!” We also
take our employer’s warning seriously as we do not want to be sacked.
However, some warnings do not affect our lives or health right away,
and this makes many people take them lightly. Many know that smoking
or drinking or some chemical in processed foodstuff is not good for
their health, but they do not take it seriously. Some have not experienced
the heavy punishment of a serious warning, so they take it lightly and
are punished. It is the death penalty for drug trafficking in Singapore
and some other countries, but sometimes we still see a person who
ignored the warning and is punished. God’s Word says, “A prudent
man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on,
and are punished” (Prov 22:3). If we are prudent or wise, we shall take
a true warning seriously to avoid any harm or punishment upon
ourselves.
We may receive such warnings: “Run away from this city as it will be
destroyed by an earthquake next year,” or “Be prepared! The end of
the world will be next December!” What will be our reaction to such
warnings? Should we take it seriously? Not necessarily. These are
only human predictions and their words are not trustworthy. Our Lord
Jesus says, “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels of heaven, but my Father only” (Matt 24:36). God’s warning
from His Word is trustworthy and we ought to take it seriously as it
does not only affect our temporary lives on earth but also our souls for
eternity. No matter what may happen to us next week or next year, we
should be always prepared to meet our Lord right now as today may be
the last day of our lives, “prepare to meet thy God” (Amos 4:12). Read
Matthew 25:13.
THOUGHT: “Be filled with the Spirit” is God’s command!
PRAYER: Lord, help me to know and submit to the Holy Spirit.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 27
GENESIS 3
PSALM 119:160

“Thy word is true
from the beginning...”

BY FAITH WE ARE PREPARED (2)
God is holy and righteous, so He has to deal with sins and judge and
condemn unrepentant sinners. Because of His great love, grace and
mercy, God always gives sinners several warnings so that they may
fear Him and obey Him to be blessed. God’s first warning to human
beings was, “Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for
in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen 2:1617). God means what He says. His warnings are always true and serious!
Sadly, Eve failed to heed God’s warning, so she believed Satan’s lie
and fell into his trap (Gen 3:4-6). And what happened to Adam and Eve
when they ignored God’s warning, listened to Satan’s lie and disobeyed
God’s Word? They were cursed and punished.
God still warns of His coming judgment through His Word and through
the faithful preaching of His true servants. “But the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second
death.” (Rev 21:8). However, Satan still continues to cast doubt on
God’s Word and warning, and many are deceived. So they are not
scared of God’s coming judgment, saying, “There is no hell. It is only
human imagination. Where is hell? Have you been there? Can you
show me?” Others say, “God is a loving God, so He never creates hell
nor puts any human being there. It is impossible to have hell. Hell in
the Bible only refers to figurative suffering, not a literal place of fire for
eternal punishment.” Do you want to hear God’s Word and warning or
Satan’s lie? Let us seriously learn the costly lesson from Adam and
Eve so that we may fear God and His warnings and prepare ourselves
by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ and God’s Word and living a
sanctified life (Heb 12:14).

THOUGHT: It is always wise to take God’s Word seriously.
PRAYER: Lord, help me always take Thy Word seriously.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28
GENESIS 6
HEBREWS 11:7

“By faith Noah, being warned
of God…prepared an ark....”

BY FAITH WE ARE PREPARED (3)
What about the days of Noah? “And GOD saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, … And the LORD said, I will destroy man
whom I have created from the face of the earth… for it repenteth me
that I have made them” (Gen 6:5, 7). The holy and righteous God
cannot ignore sins and wickedness, so He had to judge and punish
wicked people. Did God warn them? Yes, He did. First, He warned Noah
of His coming judgment (Gen 6:13), and then used Noah to warn his
contemporaries for 120 years. But they still ignored God’s warning
and despised God’s longsuffering, so they were all destroyed by the
Global Flood; “Which sometime were disobedient, when once the
longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water” (1
Pet 3:20) and “And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the
eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood
upon the world of the ungodly …Whereby the world that then was,
being overflowed with water, perished” (2 Pet 2:5; 3:6).
God’s warning is always true and serious. What will happen to this
present world we are living in? “But the heavens and the earth, which
are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against
the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men …But the day of
the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be
burned up” (2 Pet 3:7, 10).
Are we prepared for the coming judgment? How should we prepare
ourselves?

THOUGHT: Have I prepared myself and my family to meet God?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to prepare myself and my family to meet God.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 29
2 PETER 3
2 PETER 3:9

“The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise...”

BY FAITH WE ARE PREPARED (4)
Read God’s Word with faith and reverence: God has many warnings
for us in the Bible. They are always true and serious, so we should read
and trust His Word. We must shut our ears to Satan’s lie and man’s
empty words. If we are too lazy to read God’s Word carefully and
faithfully, we harm ourselves and our loved ones!
Be moved with fear: “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things
not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his
house; by the which he condemned the world...” (Heb 11:7). Noah
received God’s warning with faith and trembling even though he did
not see God’s judgment yet. Although we have not seen God’s great
tribulation and His final judgment of hell for the wicked, we should
receive God’s warning with faith, fear and trembling.
Walk with God alone: Although the majority was ungodly and wicked,
Noah still walked alone with God as his great-grandfather Enoch did;
“But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD… and Noah walked
with God” (Gen 6:8-9). We should not let the ungodly majority influence
us, even “scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is
the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation” (2 Pet 3:34). It is always wise to walk alone with God.
Prepare ourselves: Noah was not inactive when he received God’s
warning, but he “prepared an ark to the saving of his house” (Heb
11:7). It required his faith, time, labour, efforts and even his life for the
salvation of himself and his family. He still built the ark and preached
God’s message of warning to the ungodly for 120 years even though
there was no positive response. We should not be discouraged when
we share the Gospel with others and there is no postive response. We
should set a good example of godly Christian life and pray hard for our
loved ones that God may save them by His grace in His timing.
THOUGHT: Just honour God’s Word and walk alone with Him!
PRAYER: Lord, help me to walk alone with Thee with faith.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 30
GENESIS 12:1-9
HEBREWS 11:8

“By faith Abraham,…obeyed;
and he went out…”

BY FAITH WE OBEY GOD (1)
Abraham was the father and founder of the nation Israel (Gen 17:5).
His former name was Abram (exalted father). His father was Terah, who
took them from Ur of the Chaldees to Haran. Then, God called Abram
with His promise, “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I
will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy
name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that
bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed” (Gen 12:1-3). What does God’s Word
to Abraham mean? (1) Biblical separation: “Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house” because they served
“other gods” (Josh 24:2); (2) God’s blessings (including personal
blessings and national blessings for Abraham): “And I will make of
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great;
and thou shalt be a blessing;” (3) God’s loving care and protection:
“And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth
thee;” and (4) God’s coming Messiah, the Saviour of the world, through
Abraham’s lineage: “in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”
Although Abraham did not have as much knowledge of God as revealed
through His written Word and through His Son Jesus like we have
today, he did not doubt God’s Word. Abraham was seventy-five years
old, and his wife Sarah was sixty-five and barren. Moreover, they did
not possess any land. Then, how could they have children and become
a great nation? Abraham did not see God nor His promise fulfilled right
away, but by God’s grace Abraham believed and obeyed without any
doubt. “By faith Abraham… obeyed; and he went out, not knowing
whither he went” (Heb 11:8).With living and saving faith, we are able
to trust and obey God and His Word even when we do not have much
knowledge of God or of how and when God will perform His promises.
What about you?
THOUGHT: Saving faith will lead to the fruit of obedience.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to trust and obey Thee and Thy Word.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 31
ROMANS 4:16-25
ROMANS 4:21

“...what he had promised,
he was able also to perform.”

BY FAITH WE OBEY GOD (2)
Many say they believe in God, but whether their faith is genuine or
not, must be proved by their obedience to God and His Word. Satan
also believes, but without obedience to God and His Word, his faith is
vain and dead. “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest
well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain
man, that faith without works is dead?” (James 2:19-20).
Living faith or saving faith is active and full of works as it is from God,
who “worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure”
(Phil 2:13). God works in our hearts and minds so that we are willing to
obey Him and then our hands and feet will be moved to do God’s will
and work. Praise the Lord for His grace and goodness!
Abraham had to wait twenty-five years before God granted him and
Sarah their only son Isaac. It is a great testing when we have to wait
upon God for His help, guidance and deliverance day after day, week
after week, month after month or year after year. Thank God for His
sufficient grace that Abraham, “who against hope believed in hope,
that he might become the father of many nations, according to that
which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. And being not weak in faith,
he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an
hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara’s womb: He
staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong
in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what he
had promised, he was able also to perform” (Rom 4:18-21). Then, after
Abraham “had patiently endured, he obtained the promise” (Heb
6:15). What about you?
May God help us to trust in Him and His Word wholeheartedly and
patiently wait upon Him until we obtain His many precious promises
(Lam 3:25-26).
THOUGHT: God’s Word is surely fulfilled in His perfect timing.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to trust in Thy Word and wait for Thee.
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LORD’S DAY, SEPTEMBER 1
HEBREWS 11:9-16
HEBREWS 11:9

“By faith he sojourned...”

BY FAITH WE SOJOURN (1)
When we travel to another country, how do we feel? There is a saying,
“Birds dwell in a good and peaceful land.” Therefore, it is normal for
many people to want to stay in a better town or a better country for
their studies, for their work or for a more secure life. However, as the
children of God, wherever we live, God always wants to remind us and
even to command us to be a sojourner, a stranger, a pilgrim or a visitor.
Why? God has prepared a much better home for us in Heaven, and this
world will be destroyed by fire one day. To sojourn (paroikéo in Greek,
and goor in Hebrew) means to dwell or stay at a place for a short time
as a new-comer, a stranger, a sojourner or a visitor. Are we sojourners
on earth waiting for our better home in Heaven? We must have faith in
God, in the Lord Jesus Christ and in God’s Word to sojourn on earth.
By faith Abraham “sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange
country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with
him of the same promise” (Heb 11:9). Even though God had promised
to give the land of Canaan to him and his descendants, Abraham still
sojourned there as in a strange country. Why? “For he looked for a
city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (v 10).
He and Sarah even “confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims
on the earth” (v 13). When Abraham bought a land to bury Sarah, he
said to the local people, confessing, “I am a stranger and a sojourner
with you” (Gen 23:4). With such a confession, where were their hearts
and treasure and what were their desires? “... they desire a better
country, that is, an heavenly” (Heb 11:16). Thank God for their faith in
God and His Word. Did they lose anything? “Wherefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city”
(Heb 11:16). Praise the Lord! What about you? Where is your heart
and treasure (Matt 6:21)?

THOUGHT: Where is my treasure — on earth or in heaven?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to desire the better place which Thou has
prepared for me.
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
2 PETER 3
1 PETER 2:11

“... as strangers and pilgrims...”

BY FAITH WE SOJOURN (2)
This world is not our home: Satan uses the world, worldly glory and
values, and “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life” (1 John 2:16) to tempt us, just as he did to our Lord Jesus: “the
devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth
him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; And saith
unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and
worship me” (Matt 4:8-9). Many are totally unaware that they are falling
down and worshipping Satan when they tell lies and use worldly ways
and dirty means to gain the world and climb up the ladder of power and
fame. However, by our faith in God and His Word, we surely know that
this cursed and sinful world is “reserved unto fire against the day of
judgment … the earth also and the works that are therein shall be
burned up” (2 Pet 3:7, 10). May God enlighten our spiritual eyes to see
and believe this truth so that we shall not be deceived by Satan’s lie
and temptations, saying to him, “Get thee hence, Satan: for it is
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt
thou serve” (Matt 4:10).
Be a temporary resident, a sojourner on earth: Without faith in God
and His Word, many just want to establish their permanent residency
here on earth, and “their inward thought is, that their houses shall
continue for ever, and their dwelling places to all generations; they
call their lands after their own names” (Ps 49:11). Whether we are
living in a house or in a rented apartment, or whether we are living with
our family or living alone, all will pass way. When we pass away, we
shall leave behind all things, including our loved ones. Truly, “the
things which are seen are temporal” (2 Cor 4:18). Our Lord Jesus
Christ prays to His Father that though we are in this world, we are not
of the world, even as He is not of the world (John 17:14, 16). We should
not think that we shall stay in one place forever, but as a sojourner, we
should be always ready on the go, to go anywhere our Lord leads,
even to Heaven today.
THOUGHT: Am I ready to leave this world for Heaven now?
PRAYER: Lord, remind me always to live as a sojourner on earth.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
LUKE 19:11-27
LUKE 19:13

“Occupy till I come.”

BY FAITH WE SOJOURN (3)
Be Christ’s witnesses and ambassadors: God loves all mankind and
wants them to be saved, so He gave His only begotten Son and sent
Him into this world to die for their sins and rose again for their
justification (John 3:16; Rom 4:12). Once we have been saved and born
again by God’s grace and mercy, we should have the same love and
mind as our Lord has, which is for the salvation of all mankind, and not
only of a particular people. I usually have concerns for the salvation of
others whom I meet on the street, in the bus or airplane when I am
reminded that I may never meet them again. Hence, we should be ready
to be our Lord’s witnesses wherever we are, “But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). It is a
great privilege to be our Lord’s witnesses and even ambassadors, “Now
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you
by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God” (2 Cor
5:20). Do we have concerns for the salvation of our loved ones, friends,
colleagues and the people around us? Do we beseech them to be
reconciled to God on Christ’s behalf?
Make use of time and live for the Lord and His glory: Some in
Thessalonica were deceived by fake letters regarding the Lord’s
coming, so they did not want to work but just waited in idleness for the
Lord. God’s Word warns us, “Let no man deceive you by any means...”
(2 Thess 2:3). Our Lord has taught us to be always watchful and ready
because we do not know the time nor the date of His coming (Matt
24:42). If our Lord comes today, what have we done for Him and for His
glory? God’s Word reminds us, “Redeeming the time, because the
days are evil” (Eph 5:16); and “... whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory
of God” (1 Cor 10:31). “And he called his ten servants, and delivered
them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come” (Luke 19:13).
Are you ready to give an account of your life to God?
THOUGHT: What am I doing now for my Lord’s soon return?
PRAYER: Lord, help me live as Thy witness and ambassador.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
GENESIS 16
HABAKKUK 2:3

“... though it tarry, wait for it;
because it will surely come...”

BY FAITH WE RECEIVE STRENGTH (1)
After hearing God’s promises to Abraham and following him for ten
years (Gen 16:3), Sarah was getting more worried as she was seventyfive years old, and it was more difficult for her to bear a child. Then,
what did she do? She thought she might “help” to fulfil God’s promise
with human ideas and ways by giving her maid Hagar to her husband
Abraham (Gen 16:2). Disappointingly, Abraham listened to her. Abraham
failed to encourage Sarah to patiently wait upon God until He fulfilled
His promise according to His own ways and good timing. And what
were the consequences of their unbelief and disobedience? Sarah was
despised by her maid and acknowledged that she was completely wrong
(Gen 16:5). Moreover, the son born of Hagar was Ishmael (Gen 16:11),
the forefather of the Arabs who have been against Israel until now. So
there will be no true peace in the Middle East and in the world until our
Saviour Jesus Christ comes to reign as the King of kings on earth.
God will not bless us when we go our own way. Many churches and
Bible seminaries have failed to humble themselves and patiently wait
upon the Lord for His blessings and revivals as God has instructed. “If
my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then
will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their
land” (2 Chro 7:14). What did they do? In order to survive, they have
tried to “help” God with their own ideas and ways and used worldly
methods to attract more members and students. They have compromised
to please men instead of God. What is the consequence? The churches
turn worldly, and the seminaries turn liberal, modernist, neo-evangelical
and ecumenical! How can they meet the Lord Jesus Christ when He
comes (Matt 7:21-23)? What about you?

THOUGHT: Doing my own will and way is foolish!
PRAYER: Lord, help me to wait patiently for Thy work and timing.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
GENESIS 18:1-16
HEBREWS 11:11

“Through faith also Sara
herself received strength...”

BY FAITH WE RECEIVE STRENGTH (2)
When Abraham was ninety-nine years old and Sarah eighty-nine, they
acknowledged that it was impossible for them to have any child “after
the manner of women” (Gen 18:11). Sarah laughed when she heard that
she would bear a child the next year. Then, “the LORD said unto
Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear
a child, which am old? Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the
time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life,
and Sarah shall have a son” (Gen 18:13-14). Sarah’s faith was
strengthened upon hearing God’s Word, “Is any thing too hard for the
LORD?” and she “judged him faithful who had promised” and then
“received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child
when she was past age” (Heb 11:11). In our difficulties, let us patiently
wait upon the Lord, look unto Him, trust in Him “for with God all
things are possible” (Mark 10:27), and hear God’s Word, “Behold, I
am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for
me?” (Jer 32:27). Will you do that?
When Sarah wholeheartedly believed that nothing was too hard for
the LORD despite her dead womb, she “herself received strength to
conceive seed, and was delivered of a child” (Heb 11:11). Sarah must
have been so happy and thankful to God when she gave birth to Isaac
at the age of ninety! Spiritually speaking, if we doubt God and His
Word, we shall have neither power nor strength to overcome sins,
sinful nature, temptations or worldliness. Only by faith in the living
and true God, in the risen Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and in God’s
Word can we receive strength or power to endure all things, to live a
victorious Christian life, and to be Christ’s faithful witnesses until death.
“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness” (2 Cor 12:9). “But ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me...”
(Acts 1:8). Praise the Lord! Our unbelief and disobedience grieve the
Holy Spirit!
THOUGHT: I always need grace and strength from the Lord.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to humbly rely on Thee and Thy strength.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
GENESIS 22
HEBREWS 11:17

“By faith Abraham,
when he was tried,
offered up Isaac...”

BY FAITH WE OFFER UP ISAAC (1)
God let Abraham and Sarah wait twenty-five years so that they might
turn to Him alone and trust in Him alone in their hopelessness. Then,
the time came when God gave Abraham and Sarah a son, Isaac. They
must have praised and thanked the Lord with all their hearts and souls.
Knowing that they could never produce another child by themselves,
they must have treasured their only begotten son Isaac as God’s gift.
They trusted that through Isaac and his descendants, their nation
would be established, and many peoples on earth would be blessed
through his lineage, that is through the coming Messiah, Jesus (Gen
12:1-3). While they loved and rejoiced in God’s precious gift of Isaac,
Abraham’s faith would be tested again. This time, God commanded
Abraham to offer Isaac whom he loved (Gen 22:2). It was a real test for
Abraham to offer his only son Isaac, whom he loved. It was much
easier for him to offer gold or silver or even himself to God! God knew
that Abraham loved Isaac so much, and He tested Abraham to prove
whether he still feared God and loved God above all, which must be
manifested in complete obedience to God’s instruction.
By faith Abraham believed that God would keep His promises and that
He would be able to raise Isaac up from the dead. Without consulting
Sarah, who could try to stop his doing, “by faith Abraham, when he
was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises
offered up his only begotten son, Of whom it was said, That in Isaac
shall thy seed be called: Accounting that God was able to raise him
up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure”
(Heb 11:17-19). Abraham’s trust and obedience was rewarded, “... for
now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy
son, thine only son from me… And in thy seed shall all the nations of
the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice” (Gen 22:12,
18). What about you?

THOUGHT: Saving faith must bear the fruit of obedience to God.
PRAYER: Lord, help me love, trust and obey Thee above all.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
MATTHEW 16:13-28
2 CORINTHIANS 5:14

“For the love of Christ
constraineth us...”

BY FAITH WE OFFER UP ISAAC (2)
Do we treasure God above all or just desire His blessings, even our
Isaac? What is our Isaac today? Only God knows. Is it our will, desire,
name, reputation, wealth, job, career, our life, our lover, our family, etc?
Sooner or later, our faith in God will be tested (1 Pet 1:7). Do we really
love the LORD with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Luke 10:27)?
It is idolatry if we still love anyone or anything more than God or fail to
totally obey His Word (Matt 10:37; Luke 14:26; 1 Sam 15:22-23). When
God commands us to offer our Isaac or to give up everything to serve
Him full time, there will be a battle in our hearts. How can we be willing
to offer our Isaac?
Look unto the Lord Jesus Christ, the Author and Finisher of our faith
(Heb 12:2-3): Our Lord Jesus did not withhold anything, even His life.
He offered Himself and submitted Himself to His Father and “became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Phil 2:8). He was
despised, blasphemed, betrayed, mocked, tortured, crucified and
buried. Did our Lord Jesus lose anything? Not at all! He triumphantly
overcame death and “God also hath highly exalted him, and given
him a name which is above every name” (Phil 2:9).
Let Christ’s love constrain us and count all things but loss: Only Christ’s
love can move your heart and mine to love Him, to live for Him, to offer
our Isaac to Him and to serve Him until the end. “For the love of Christ
constraineth us...” (2 Cor 5:14) to count all things but loss and dung
“... that I may win Christ, ... and be found in him...” (Phil 3:8-9). What
about you?
Take up our cross and follow the Lord (Luke 9:23): May the Lord help
us deny ourselves and take up our cross and follow Him, so that we
shall not be offended when we are despised, criticised, hated or
persecuted, saying, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Gal 2:20). What about you?
THOUGHT: Am I willing to offer my Isaac to the Lord?
PRAYER: Help me always to submit to the Holy Spirit.
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LORD’S DAY, SEPTEMBER 8
GENESIS 27:1-40
HEBREWS 11:20

“By faith Isaac blessed
Jacob and Esau...”

BY FAITH WE LEAVE OUR SAVING FAITH
TO THE NEXT GENERATION (1)
By faith Abraham believed God’s promise for himself, for his coming
nation and for the coming Messiah from his lineage, through whom all
the nations would be blessed. Did Abraham see God’s Word fulfilled in
his life? No, but he truly believed God and that His Word was true and
would be fulfilled in His good timing. Then, what did he do? Abraham
passed on his saving faith to Isaac day by day. When Isaac was still a
teenager, he knew how to worship God (Gen 22:7). When Abraham
passed away, Isaac continued trusting in God and in God’s Word.
Isaac truly had a saving faith in God. He “intreated the Lord for his
wife” (Gen 25:21), and before leaving the world, he passed his saving
faith to his sons although he did not see the fulfilment of God’s promise
in his life. “By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things
to come” (Heb 11: 20). By God’s grace, Jacob treasured and got God’s
blessings from Isaac despite his lack of faith to wait for God’s timing,
whereas Esau had “sold his birthright” before that and “was rejected”
(Heb 12:16-17).
Jacob continued trusting in God and in God’s Word. In his great distress,
Jacob desperately needed God’s blessings and deliverance, “I will
not let thee go, except thou bless me,” and he was blessed and his
name was changed to Israel, saying, “I have seen God face to face, and
my life is preserved” (Gen 32:26-30). Jacob truly had a saving faith in
God although he did not see God’s Word fulfilled in his life. But he
surely trusted that God’s Word was true, and so he passed God’s
blessings to his children and even his grandchildren. “By faith Jacob,
when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph ...” (Heb 11:21;
Gen 48-49). Thus, God is not ashamed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
and remembering His covenant with them, God said to Moses, “I am
the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob” (Exod 2:24; 3:6).
THOUGHT: What shall I leave to my loved ones after death?
PRAYER: Lord, help me pass my saving faith to my loved ones.
71

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
1 TIMOTHY 6
PROVERBS 22:6

“Train up a child in the
way he should go...”

BY FAITH WE LEAVE OUR SAVING FAITH
TO THE NEXT GENERATION (2)
What do you want to leave to your loved ones when you leave this
world? Many make sure that their children can enjoy a good education,
property, possession or inheritance. However, it is much more important
is to leave saving faith to our children. Why? All things will pass away,
even this world, and what can the children bring with them after death?
“For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can
carry nothing out” (1 Tim 6:7). What about their souls? If you were an
emperor and you left your whole kingdom to your children, it would be
vain if they are not saved. “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul?” (Matt 16:26).
Sadly, many “Christian” parents fail to leave their saving faith in God
and in God’s Word to their children. What is the consequence? Their
children are influenced by worldly values and pleasures, wrong
doctrines, human philosophies, evolutionism and other false “isms,”
etc. And after a few decades, the majority of this generation will not be
godly anymore. They compromise and are conformed to the world! It is
so sad, is it not? But it is real before our eyes!
Satan does not spare any effort to tempt, seduce and mislead as many
as he can away from God and His Word. Thus, those parents who have
a saving faith in God, in the Lord Jesus Christ and in God’s Word must
seriously pray hard for their children. They must also diligently teach
them God’s Word and salvation by grace through faith in Christ alone,
sanctification by the Holy Spirit, biblical worship in spirit and in truth,
biblical separation, the second coming of Christ, etc, to make sure that
they will also enjoy the same saving faith and pass this on to their
children until Jesus comes again. “Train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it” (Prov 22:6).
Do you?
THOUGHT: Do my loved ones have the same saving faith as I do?
PRAYER: Lord, save my loved ones and help them grow in faith.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
GENESIS 50:14-26
HEBREWS 11:22

“By faith Joseph, when he died,
made mention…”

BY FAITH WE ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO TRUST GOD
Joseph’s life tells us about God’s sovereignty and human responsibility.
God had told Abraham when he had no child that his descendants
would be in a foreign land and would be afflicted for 400 years and
after that, God would judge that land and bring them out of the house
of bondage into the Promised Land (Gen 15:13-21); and God chose
Joseph to bring Jacob’s household to Egypt. That is God’s sovereignty.
But man has his responsibility to do his part faithfully to fulfil God’s
plan. Jacob loved his son Joseph most, so he must have also passed
on God’s promise and his saving faith to Joseph. Joseph’s faith was
manifested when he believed and accepted God’s Word (through
dreams) and told the dreams to his brethren and father. He was envied
by his brethren and sold to Egypt, a land of idolatry. Joseph feared
God and kept himself pure (Gen 39:9), and because of this he was put in
prison, “but God was with him, and delivered him out of all his
afflictions, and gave him favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh
king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his
house” (Acts 7:9-10). God used Joseph to bring Jacob’s household to
Egypt, where they would grow in number over 400 years to become a
great people.
Joseph acknowledged God’s sovereignty, so he did not have any desire
for vengeance, but kindly encouraged his brethren, “But as for you, ye
thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good,… to save much
people alive” (Gen 50:20). Before leaving the world, Joseph also
encouraged them to trust in God and His Word. “I die: and God will
surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which he
sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob” (Gen 50:24). His saving
faith in God’s Word, though he did not see its fulfilment in his life, was
manifested in instructing his people to take an oath to carry up his
bones out of Egypt. “God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up
my bones from hence” (Gen 50:25). Joseph even looked forward to his
resurrected body in the future! What about you?
THOUGHT: Do I always encourage others to trust in the Lord?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to always encourage others to trust in Thee.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
MATTHEW 10:26-42
2 TIMOTHY 1:7

“For God hath not given
us the spirit of fear...”

BY FAITH WE DO NOT FEAR MAN
God used Joseph to bring Jacob’s household to Egypt, and when the
appointed time came, He raised up Moses to bring His people out of
the bondage of Egypt. God allowed a new Pharaoh who did not know
Joseph to afflict His people so that they might cry unto Him for help
and be willing to leave Egypt. This wicked Pharaoh commanded Hebrew
midwifes to kill the newborn Hebrew boys, but they feared God rather
than man and preserved the children alive. Then, Pharaoh ordered all
his people to cast newborn Hebrew boys into the river!
Moses was born during this perilous time, but his parents hid him for
three months “because they saw he was a proper child; and they were
not afraid of the king’s commandment” (Heb 11:23). How could they
do that? By their faith in the living and true God and in His Word! God
the Creator is sovereign and mightier than man, but if you do not have
faith in Him, you will fear man when your life is threatened.
Jesus taught His disciples: “And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt 10:28). However, due to
human weaknesses, the disciples still feared man and ran for their lives
when Jesus was arrested. And Peter denied Jesus three times, but he
repented and his faith was preserved through Jesus’ prayer (Luke 22:32).
That is why Jesus commanded them to wait until the Holy Spirit came
upon them with His power. With the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter and
the other disciples boldly said to the Jewish leaders, “We ought to
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). When we are afraid of man, let
us turn to the Lord, “I sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered
me from all my fears… What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee… The
LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?” (Ps
34:4; 56:3; 118:6). Thank God “for God hath not given us the spirit of
fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (2 Tim 1:7).
Amen.
THOUGHT: More faith in God will result in less fear of man.
PRAYER: Lord, help me trust in Thee and fear Thee alone.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
MATTHEW 19:16-30
HEBREWS 11:27

“By faith he forsook Egypt...”

BY FAITH WE FORSAKE THE WORLD
Satan is still using the world to attract and tempt many to love the
world and be enslaved to it. Many professing Christians hear God’s
Word but still “love the world” with “the lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:15-16), so they cannot bear
good fruit for “he that heareth the word; and the care of this world,
and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh
unfruitful.” (Matt 13:22). Only by saving faith in God, in the Lord
Jesus Christ and in His Word can we be willing to forsake the world
and count all things but loss and dung (Phil 3:8).
“By faith Moses when he was come to years, refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter… By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing
the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible”
(Heb 11:24, 27). Unbelievers regard Moses as foolish because he could
have enjoyed a luxurious life in the royal family and a secure life in the
royal high-ranking class. Moreover, “Moses was learned in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds”
(Acts 7:22), so he might have earned a famous and respectful position
in the Egyptian society with his scholarship and credentials. However,
by faith in God and in His Word, Moses forsook all the worldly wealth,
fame, power and pleasures, which were just “for a season” (Heb 11:25)!
Pharaoh and the Egyptians were against God’s people, oppressing,
exploiting, afflicting and persecuting them, so Moses was willing to
forsake his relation with them and his benefits from them, and endured
as seeing God who is invisible. While we are living in this world, it
does not mean that we cannot be an adopted child of a king or president
or that we cannot hold a high and respectful position in society. But if
that king or that president or that society is against Christianity and
God’s Word, oppressing and persecuting Christians, we have to forsake
all. “Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he
cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33). What about you?
THOUGHT: Am I willing to forsake all to follow the Lord?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to willingly forsake all to follow Thee.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
ACTS 7:20-37
PHILIPPIANS 3:8

“... do count them but dung,
that I may win Christ.”

BY FAITH WE CHOOSE CHRIST AND HIS PEOPLE
By faith Moses chose “rather to suffer affliction with the people of
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt” (Heb
11:25-26). It is not easy to choose Christ and His people when Christ is
despised, rejected and blasphemed, and His people are hated and
persecuted. To choose to do so means we are willing to be despised,
rejected, hated and persecuted. Who is willing? We cannot do that if
our hearts do not truly know God and trust in Him. The Bible says that
“when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his
brethren the children of Israel” (Acts 7:23). “It came into his heart!”
We thank God that Moses did not forget God and what his parents had
told him and taught him when he was young although he grew up in
the Egyptian court! Moses was not ashamed to be among God’s people,
and he went out to visit them, “Esteeming (regard, count) the reproach
of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt.” Only by faith in
God, in our Saviour Jesus Christ, and in God’s Word can we do so. Like
Paul, we can say, “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that
I may win Christ” (Phil 3:8); and “Let us go forth therefore unto him
without the camp, bearing his reproach” (Heb 13:13).
Moses “had respect unto the recompence of the reward” and “he
endured, as seeing him who is invisible” (Heb 11:26-27). We can endure
or persevere until the end when we look at our Lord Jesus Christ,
believe in His Word, and highly value His reward, “For I reckon that
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Rom 8:18). Are you willing to
choose Christ and His people?

THOUGHT: Do I willingly count all things but loss to win Christ?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to rather have Thee than anything else.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
EXODUS 12:1-24
HEBREWS 11:28

“Through faith he
kept the passover...”

BY FAITH WE KEEP THE PASSOVER (1)
Under the bondage of slavery in Egypt, the Israelites cried and their
cry came up unto God. God saw their affliction, heard their cry, knew
their sorrow and delivered them out of the slavery in Egypt by sending
His servant Moses to lead them out (Exod 2-3). Although God used
Moses to perform miracles and to carry out God’s judgment upon the
land of Egypt with the plagues of blood, frogs, lice, flies, death of the
cattle, boils, hail, locusts and darkness, we see that Pharaoh did not let
the people of Israel go. In the end, God sent the last plague, the death
of the first born of both men and animals in the land of Egypt. God
instructed His people, every household (with its neighbour next door)
to take a lamb without blemish, kill it and take its blood and strike it on
the two side-posts and on the upper door post of the houses in the
evening. And that night, the angel of the Lord passed through the land
of Egypt and killed all the firstborn, but passed over the houses with
the token of blood at the doors. They were solemnly instructed to put
away leaven from their houses and eat unleavened bread for seven
days (Exod 12:19).
When Moses and the children of Israel heard the instructions and the
commandment of God, did they believe in His Word, do it and keep the
feast accordingly? Thank God for His grace that “through faith he
kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed
the firstborn should touch them” (Heb 11:28). Does God still command
us to keep the feast today? Yes, in a spiritual sense: “Purge out therefore
the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For
even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the
feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and
wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” (1
Cor 5:7-8)! We are commanded to keep on keeping the feast! Are you
doing so now?

THOUGHT: Am I keeping the feast now?
PRAYER: Lord, help me keep the Passover in a spiritual sense.
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LORD’S DAY, SEPTEMBER 15
HEBREWS 9
EXODUS 12:13

“...when I see the blood,
I will pass over you...”

BY FAITH WE KEEP THE PASSOVER (2)
God means what He says and says what He means. “And the blood
shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I
see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon
you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt” (Exod 12:13). Only
with this plague did Pharaoh let the people of Israel go. When Jesus
came into this world, He knew that His miracles could not save any
soul. Only His blood-shedding death on the cross can. Many religious
leaders nowadays claim that they may draw many people to Christ
through signs and wonders. However, miracles, signs and wonders
can never deliver any soul from the power of sin and Satan. The
Passover sacrifice, the Lamb of God, is our Lord Jesus Christ and only
He, His blood and His truth can set us free from sin and Satan.
May God open our hearts and minds to understand, appreciate and
highly value the precious blood of our Lord Jesus Christ as God does.
Since God is holy and righteous. Can sinful human beings like us stand
before Him and be acceptable unto Him? There is no way without the
blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who died and shed His blood because
of our sins. When God saw the blood, He passed over the children of
Israel. Those who did not believe nor put the blood as the atonement
for their sins on the door posts would have been judged together with
unbelievers no matter how many good works they had done, even
fasting and praying. We may go to church, read the Bible, and pray to
God, but if we have not believed, highly valued and accepted the
precious blood of Jesus Christ for our souls personally, and if we have
not asked the Lord Jesus Christ to wash and cleanse our hearts by His
blood, we cannot be acceptable unto God. When the holy God see
Jesus’ blood upon us, He is very pleased to accept us. When Satan
sees Jesus’ blood upon us, he has no ground to accuse us (Rev 12:11).
So, it is always wise and safe to hide ourselves in the precious blood of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Are you doing so?
THOUGHT: I am safe and acceptable before God by Jesus’ blood.
PRAYER: Lord, help me appreciate and hide myself in Thy blood.
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
1 CORINTHIANS 5
1 CORINTHIANS 5:7

“... ye are unleavened...”

BY FAITH WE KEEP THE PASSOVER (3)
We thank God that we usually partake of the Lord’s Supper once a
month. However, God commands us to keep on keeping the Passover
feast in a spiritual sense by our faith in God, in His Word and in the
blood-shedding sacrifice of our Lord Jesus (1 Cor 5:8). Thank God that
only by Jesus’ blood can we be saved, accepted and delivered from the
power of sin and Satan. Next, we are to be unleavened to partake of the
Lord’s Supper as well as to keep the Passover feast in our lives. We are
commanded to “purge out therefore the old leaven” (1 Cor 5:7) and
“the leaven of malice and wickedness” (1 Cor 5:8). The “old leaven”
is the product of our old life before we came to know our Lord Jesus
Christ. It is our sinful nature, sinful lusts, selfishness, self-will, selfboasting, self-indulgence, etc. What about “the leaven of malice and
wickedness”? The former denotes whatever is evil in character, morally
or ethically “evil,” whether of persons or emotions, passions, etc. while
the latter indicates what is evil in influence and effect, causing labour,
pain, sorrow, malignancy (Vine’s).
The Lord Jesus warned His disciples to take heed and beware of the
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees (Matt 16:6-12), and of Herod
(Mark 8:15). Then what does it mean to us? “The leaven of the Pharisees
is hypocrisy” (Luke 12:1). If I am only good and godly outwardly, I am
affected by this leaven of hypocrisy. The leaven of the Sadducees is
unbelief (Acts 23:8). If I still doubt God and His perfectly inspired and
preserved Word, I am contaminated by this leaven of unbelief! The
leaven of Herod is worldly, compromise and party politics (Mark 3:6;
12:13). If my goal is to gain worldly power and influence for selfish
interests regardless of God’s Word and truth and justice, I am leavened
with this worldly leaven! We are also instructed to keep ourselves
from the leaven of false teaching, or unbiblical doctrines (Gal 1:6; 5:9).
What about you?

THOUGHT: To keep the feast, I must be unleavened.
PRAYER: Lord, purge me and keep me unleavened for the feast.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
EXODUS 14
HEBREWS 11:29

“By faith they passed
through the Red sea...”

BY FAITH WE PASS THROUGH THE RED SEA
Pharaoh and the Egyptians went after the children of Israel (Exod 14:89). Although we have been saved by Christ, Satan is still like “a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet 5:8). We
must be sober, watchful and prayerful.
God’s Word is true, confirming that passing through the Red Sea is a
miracle (Josh 4:23; Ps 136:13-15; Acts 7:36; Heb 11:29; etc). Sadly, many
commentators interpret the Red Sea to mean the Reed Sea or Sea of
Reeds. In Greek, Eruthrá means Red, and not Reed. Moreover, if the
waters were shallow, how could the Egyptians and their chariots be
“drowned in the Red sea” (Exod 15:4)? We would rather believe in
God’s Word than human arguments!
God is always sovereign, and He allowed Pharaoh and the Egyptians
to chase after His people, so that through His mighty deliverance, His
people might know Him and trust in Him, and that His Name might be
glorified. Then, we just trust in the Lord as “we know that all things
work together for good to them that love God” (Rom 8:28).
God does guide, protect and fight for His people, and He did not make
any mistake when He led His people to the Red Sea. It seems that “they
are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in” in the
eyes of the Egyptians (Exod 14:3). They got stuck between the
mountains, the Red Sea ahead of them, and the mighty enemies behind
them! They could not turn left or right or back, and it was impossible
for them to pass through the Red Sea! Then, how could they be saved?
Indeed, God led and protected His people (Exod 14:19-22) and fought
for them. “The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace”
(Exod 14:14). Our almighty Lord is able to make a way for us to pass
through the “Red Sea” (the impossibilities in our lives). Let us trust in
Him and follow Him step by step, and then we shall be safe (Rom 8:37).
THOUGHT: My God is able to lead me through my “Red Sea.”
PRAYER: Lord, help me to trust in Thy sovereignty and guidance.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
JOSHUA 6
HEBREWS 11:30

“By faith the walls
of Jericho fell down...”

BY FAITH THE WALLS OF JERICHO FELL DOWN
Jericho is a real city mentioned in the Bible, even by Jesus (Josh 5-6; 2
Sam 10:5; 2 Kings 25:5; Matt 20:29; Luke 10:30-37; 19:1; Heb 11:30; etc).
The ruins of Jericho can be seen today in Israel. Jericho is one of the
cities in the Promised Land. “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down...”
(Heb 11:30). What does this mean to us today?
Conquer all situations to follow Jesus faithfully unto the end: Satan
always tries his best to hinder us from faithfully following the Lord by
worldly values, pleasures, temptations, persecutions, unbiblical
doctrines, etc. Many have been defeated. Our victory is by our faith in
the Lord and God’s Word alone; “this is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith” (1 John 2:14; 5:4).
Conquer unbelievers by winning them to Christ: “Now Joshua was
old and stricken in years; and the LORD said unto him, Thou art old
and stricken in years, and there remaineth yet very much land to be
possessed” (Josh 13:1). It is still true in our days that there remains yet
“very much land” or so many unbelievers to be conquered for Christ.
By God’s grace and sovereignty, the Gospel has been preached to
many nations since the first century, and many walls of idolatry, human
religions, unbiblical doctrines, worldly philosophies, etc have fallen
down, and many souls have been saved. Praise the Lord! However,
what about the walls in our days?

THOUGHT: I am more than conquerors through Christ (Rom 8:37).
PRAYER: Lord, help me to trust in Thee to overcome the world.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
JOSHUA 2
HEBREWS 11:31

“By faith the harlot Rahab
perished not...”

BY FAITH WE SHALL NOT PERISH
“By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not,
when she had received the spies with peace” (Heb 11:31; cf Josh 2:112; 6:25; James 2:24-26). Rahab was saved by God’s grace through
faith alone. Her acts of faith are manifested as follows:
First, Rahab “took the two men (the two Israelite spies), and hid them”
(Josh 2:4). Why did she do that? Because of her faith in God without
any question or doubt, but with fear and trembling, for she said, “I
know that the LORD hath given you the land… For we have heard
how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye
came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the
Amorites,…. And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did
melt,… for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in
earth beneath” (vv 9-11). Sadly, many nowadays do not wholeheartedly
believe in “God in heaven above, and in earth beneath” and their
hearts do not melt in fear and trembling when hearing God’s Word!
Then, how can they be saved?
Next, Rahab also asked God’s people to swear by the Lord to save her
and her loved ones (v 12). If we truly believe in God and His Word, we
will wholeheartedly pray to God to save us and our loved ones.
Moreover, Rahab obeyed and “bound the scarlet line in the window”
(v 21). Our faith must be seen in our obedience to God’s Word.
Rahab and her loved ones did not perish together with the unbelievers
but were saved by their faith in God (Josh 6:25). Likewise, we shall not
perish when we truly believe in God, Jesus and His Word (John 3:16).
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And
I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of my hand” (John 10:27-28). Praise
God!
THOUGHT: By God’s grace through faith I shall never perish.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee that in Thee I shall never perish.
82

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
JUDGES 2
JUDGES 2:10

“... another generation after them,
which knew not the LORD...”

WARNING OF FAILURES (1)
“And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of
Gedeon , and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae...” (Heb 11:32).
The Book of Judges tells us sad stories about human failures in obeying
God’s Word and in fighting against the enemies of their souls. They
kept sinning and repenting again and again. The people of Israel forsook
their living and true God, did not keep His commandments, did evil in
His sight, worshipped heathen gods, and intermarried with unbelievers;
therefore, God delivered them to their enemies. They were defeated
and oppressed so much that they cried unto the Lord and He sent His
judges to deliver them; but after the judges passed away, they sinned
again. What are the reasons behind their failures?
Failure to know God and trust in Him personally: “And the people
served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders
that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the LORD,
that he did for Israel… and there arose another generation after
them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had
done for Israel. And when the LORD raised them up judges, then the
LORD was with the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of their
enemies all the days of the judge… when the judge was dead, that
they returned, and corrupted themselves more than their fathers, in
following other gods to serve them, and to bow down unto them; they
ceased not from their own doings, nor from their stubborn way” (Judg
2:7, 10, 18-19). We have seen many promising and bright “Christians”
who were once very zealous for the Lord and His Word but are now
compromising and tolerant towards sins, worldliness and unbiblical
doctrines! We have to stand on our own feet, stand firm on God’s
Word and stand alone with God; not because of others, but because
we know and trust in God and His Word personally and humbly rely on
Him and His Word alone. Lacking this firm foundation, we are only
building our spiritual life on sand!
THOUGHT: I must know and trust in the Lord personally.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to know and trust in Thee personally.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
JUDGES 2
2 CORINTHIANS 6:17

“... be ye separate, saith the Lord...”

WARNING OF FAILURES (2)
Failure to obey God’s Word: “I made you to go up out of Egypt, and
have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; and
I said, I will never break my covenant with you. And ye shall make no
league with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their
altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this?”
(Judg 2:1-2). To be blessed, we must humbly trust in the Lord and obey
His Word. There is no other way.
Failure to separate oneself from sins and worldliness: God is holy and
He requires His people to be holy, to be separated from sins and
worldliness (Judg 2:2; Deut 7:2-6; 2 Cor 6:17). Nowadays, many churches
and Bible seminaries just ignore the doctrine of Biblical Separation for
the sake of being accepted, acknowledged, accredited or popular. They
even welcome ungodly but “high-class” people with many credentials
to the leadership to get “worldly” influence. They think that by so
doing, their churches and seminaries will get more membership or more
students. They tolerate sins, worldliness and unbiblical doctrines and
do not mind letting their children marry unbelievers. And what happens
to the next generation? The ungodly leaders control the churches or
run the seminaries according to worldly ways and ecumenical mindsets!
What a spiritual disaster!
God’s punishment and deliverance: The holy and righteous God will
surely chastise and punish the disobedient and the ungodly. “And the
anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into
the hands of spoilers,…and they were greatly distressed” (Judg 2: 1415). However, when they repented and cried unto the Lord for
deliverance, “the LORD raised up judges, which delivered them out of
the hand of those that spoiled them” (v 16). The only way for backsliding
Christians is to repent and cry unto the Lord for forgiveness and
deliverance.
THOUGHT: It is wise to be obedient and separated unto the Lord.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to obey Thee and keep me separated for Thee.
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LORD’S DAY, SEPTEMBER 22
JUDGES 7
1 JOHN 5:4

“This is the victory…
even our faith.”

FAITH IS THE VICTORY
In Judges 6, when the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the
LORD, He “delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years” but
when they cried unto Him, God raised up Gideon to deliver them.
God called Gideon when he was threshing “wheat by the winepress, to
hide it from the Midianites.” When God sent Gideon to deliver His
people, Gideon acknowledged his nothingness (Judg 6:15). However,
when the “Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon,” he blew a trumpet
and sent messengers to gather men to himself for the battle. Then, God
said to him, “The people that are with thee are too many for me to give
the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against
me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me” (Judg 7:2). God
commanded Gideon to choose men of faith and only 300 men were
chosen among 32,000. Those who were afraid and lacking a sober and
watchful mind had to go back home. How about their weapons? Gideon
commanded his men to break the pitchers, hold the lamps in their left
hands, and the trumpets in their right hand to blow, and cry, “The
sword of the LORD, and of Gideon” (Judg 7:20). And what happened
to their enemies? “... The LORD set every man’s sword against his
fellow, even throughout all the host...” God wanted His people to
know for sure that the battle was of the Lord, and the victory was of
the Lord alone, and they only needed to trust in Him and His Word and
follow His guidance and instructions. It was the LORD who fought for
them and gave them the victory! All glory and praise must be unto the
Lord alone!
We must be strong in the Lord and put on the whole armour of God: the
belt of God’s truth, the breastplate of Christ’s righteousness, the shoes
shed with the preparation of the Gospel of peace, the shield of faith in
the Lord, the helmet of God’s salvation, the sword of the Holy Spirit
even the Word of God, and our prayers to God (Eph 6:14-18). Truly,
“this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith” (1 John
5:4).
THOUGHT: Only by faith in Christ can I live a victorious life!
PRAYER: Lord, help me to trust in Thee to live a victorious life.
85

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
JUDGES 4
1 CORINTHIANS 1:27

“…God hath chosen
the weak things…”

GOD’S GRACE IS SUFFICIENT
In Judges 4, we do not see Deborah as usurping the authority of man.
She was just fulfilling her God-appointed role with her prayer,
counselling, encouragement and cooperation. As a prophetess and
judge, she faithfully spoke God’s Word to His people and helped solve
the problems among God’s people with her counselling and advice
based on her knowledge of God’s law, and “the children of Israel
came up to her for judgment” (Judg 4:5).
When militarily weak Israel was about to be attacked, Deborah revealed
God’s will to Barak that God wanted him to lead the people into battle
(Judg 4:6). Knowing that the battle cannot be won without God, and
that he needed God’s instructions in order to win the battle, and
knowing that Deborah can reveal God’s instructions to him in the battlefield, Barak requested that Deborah, the prophetess of God, go with
him. And she agreed (Judg 4:9-10). It requires much self-denial for a
mature and spiritually strong person to humble herself to stand behind
another to support him to do God’s will and work for His people!
Requesting for the prophetess’ presence in battle (Judg 4:8) showed
Barak’s faith and trust not in himself or Deborah but in God and His
Word alone.
There are many “Christians” who may say they trust in God and His
Word, but in action they fail to look into God’s Word nor follow His
instructions. Instead, they lean on their own understanding and
wisdom.
God had chosen Barak to deliver His people from the oppression of the
enemies, and Barak went by faith, with Deborah delivering God’s
instructions to him in the battle-field (Judg 4:14). For his faith, Barak’s
name is listed together with other heroes of faith in the Bible (Heb
11:32). Indeed, God’s grace is sufficient, even in the toughest and
seemingly hopeless situation!
THOUGHT: I have nothing to boast of but God’s grace and mercy.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to trust in Thee and Thy Word even in the
toughest of time.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
JUDGES 16
MATTHEW 16:24

“If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself...”

NEVER TAKE GOD’S GRACE FOR GRANTED
Looking at the life and ministry of Samson, we are reminded of God’s
sovereignty and human responsibility. God had known and chosen
Samson before he was born to be a Nazarite unto Him and to be a judge
of His people to deliver them from their enemies (Judg 13:5). How good
and gracious the Lord is! How about Samson’s responsibility? Did
Samson wisely cooperate with God to carry out God’s good plan for
him and for his people? Not perfectly. How sad it is! Samson’s failure
was due to his lack of personal consecration unto the Lord, his lack of
personal devotion and obedience to the Lord, his lack of godly fear
and wisdom, and his lack of self-denial.
A consecrated person is expected to live for the Lord and do the things
pleasing to Him. Here, Samson failed to do what was pleasing to the
Lord. Samson loved an unbeliever and wanted to marry her (Judg 14:3).
He also failed to see that it was so sinful to go to a harlot and to live
with Delilah (Judg 16:1, 4). Like many today, he wanted to enjoy his life
and do what he liked. Samson also failed to acknowledge his
weaknesses as well as the sinful, deceitful and wicked nature of human
beings. He thought that he could stand firm by himself, took God’s
grace and warning for granted, played with sin, and fell into the trap of
the enemies. Thus, he suffered the consequences of his sins: a loss of
God’s presence (Judg 16:20), a loss of God’s strength (v 19), a loss of
eye-sight (v 21), a loss of freedom (v 21) and a loss of good testimony
for the Lord (v 23) when the enemies praised their false “god” for
Samson’s defeat!
Samson could never blame God for his failure! However, by God’s
grace, in the end Samson repented and was willing to die to self so as
to live and die for the Lord, and God graciously granted him the last
chance to defeat the Philistines. Amazingly, his name is also listed
together with the heroes of faith, “... for the time would fail me to tell
of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson…” (Heb 11:32).
THOUGHT: Deny yourself and never take God’s grace for granted.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to deny myself to live and die for Thee alone.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
JUDGES 11:1-10
ROMANS 12:21

“... overcome evil with good.”

BY FAITH WE ARE FAITHFUL (1)
There is only one man named Jephthah in the Holy Bible. In the New
Testament, his name is spelled Jephthae and is listed together with the
heroes of faith, “... for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of
Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae;…” (Heb 11:32). The prophet
Samuel also reminded the children of Israel of God’s servants including
Jephthah, who were sent by the LORD to deliver them from the hand of
their enemies (1 Sam 12:11).
Jephthah did not inherit a good reputation from his parents (Judg
11:1). Jephthah was despised, hated and cast out by his younger stepbrothers. Jephthah’s life seemed to come to a miserable and bitter end,
but God providentially chose him and opened a door for him to deliver
His people from the hand of the enemies. No matter who you are, how
weak and miserable you are, and how you are despised and hated by
others, the Lord is able to mould you and use your life for His glory,
and make you a blessing to others, if you trust in Him and humbly
commit your life to Him.
Jephthah did not murmur or complain about his fate, nor blame his
parents for their fault. He did not embrace a spirit of bitterness or a
desire for vengeance when his step-brothers despised him and cast
him out of his father’s house. When the children of Ammon “made
war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch Jephthah out of
the land of Tob” (v 5). Why did they not go to someone with a good
reputation for help? It was because they could see in Jephthah some
qualities they could trust (v 9). “If…the LORD deliver them before me”
is Jephthah’s faith in the LORD! By God’s grace, Jephthah became a
blessing to those who used to despise him, hate him and cast him out.
Without God’s grace it is easy for us to be happy when those who are
unkind to us are in trouble or distress. However, God’s Word commands
us to “overcome evil with good” (Rom 12:21). Will you do that?
THOUGHT: Am I a blessing to anyone?
PRAYER: Lord, make me a blessing to the people around me.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
JUDGES 11:11-40
1 CORINTHIANS 4:2

“... it is required in stewards,
that a man be found faithful.”

BY FAITH WE ARE FAITHFUL (2)
“... Jephthah uttered all his words before the LORD in Mizpeh” (Judg
11:11). This shows his knowledge and his fear of the LORD. When the
king of Ammon accused Israel of taking away his land and then required
them to return the land to him peaceably, Jephthah sent messengers
unto the king with his words of defense. This also showed his
knowledge of the LORD, of God’s Word and of God’s work for His
nation Israel (Judg 11:15-27). Do we truly know the Lord, His Word and
His work to defend His people and “earnestly contend for the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3)?
When the king of Ammon did not listen to Jephthah, “the Spirit of the
LORD came upon Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead, and …he
passed over unto the children of Ammon” (vv 28-29). And Jephthah
vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, “If thou shalt without fail
deliver the children of Ammon into mine hands, Then it shall be, that
whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when I
return in peace from the children of Ammon, shall surely be the
LORD’S, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering” (vv 30-31). Did
Jephthah keep his vow when his only daughter “came out to meet him
with timbrels and with dances” (v 34)? Jephthah’s knowledge of God
and his faith in God helped him to keep his vow (v 35). By God’s grace
Jephthah was faithful and true to the Lord! Jephthah also had a godly
daughter who knew the LORD and fully supported her father without
any rebellion (vv 36-37). What about you?
However, it must be noted that Jephthah should not have made the
vow he did. It was an unbiblical vow, for it had the potential of requiring
an unasked for human sacrifice or the sacrifice of an unclean animal,
both of which are unacceptable to God.

THOUGHT: Am I true and faithful to the Lord and His Word?
PRAYER: Lord, keep me true and faithful to Thee and Thy Word.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
PSALM 23
ACTS 13:22

“...a man after mine own heart...”

BY FAITH WE PLEASE GOD (1)
In the Scriptures, there is only one man named “David” (ie “Beloved”).
David was the second king of Israel, to whom God gave a good
testimony (Acts 13:22-23). How did David obtain the Lord’s testimony
as being a man after His own heart or a man in whom God was pleased
despite his weaknesses? It was David’s personal faith in the Lord and
His Word with a humble, dependent and submissive heart. Truly,
“without faith it is impossible to please him...” (Heb 11:6). Do we want
to be a man, or a woman or a child after God’s own heart? Let us have
a look at David’s life and learn how he pleased the Lord.
David personally knew and trusted in the Lord and His Word with a
humble and submissive heart: “The LORD is my rock, and my fortress,
and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler,
and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower” (Ps 18:2); and “The
LORD is my shepherd… I will fear no evil: for thou art with me ...” (Ps
23:1, 4); and “But I trusted in thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my God”
(Ps 31:14). What about you?
David thirsted for the Lord, sought Him, treasured His presence, and
followed Him: “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul
thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land,
where no water is;…I remember thee... and meditate on thee…thou
hast been my help,… My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right
hand upholdeth me” (Ps 63:1, 6-8); and “The LORD is the portion of
mine inheritance...” (Ps 16:5). What about you?
David trusted in the Lord and prayed to Him for His help, deliverance,
guidance, protection, and blessings: “Preserve me, O God: for in thee
do I put my trust” (Ps 16:1); and “Evening, and morning, and at noon,
will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice” (Ps 55:17); and
“I will cry unto God most high; unto God that performeth all things
for me” (Ps 57:2). What about you?
THOUGHT: Am I a Christian after God’s own heart?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to know, trust, love and treasure Thee.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
PSALM 138
PSALM 138:2

“... thou hast magnified
thy word above all thy name.”

BY FAITH WE PLEASE GOD (2)
David highly valued, desired and trusted in God’s perfectly preserved
Word: “The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a
furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD,
thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever” (Ps 12:6-7).
Read also Psalm 19:7 and 10.
David gave thanks and praise to the Lord in worship and in life: “O
LORD my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever” (Ps 30:12); and “I
will give thee thanks in the great congregation: I will praise thee
among much people” (Ps 35:18). Read also Psalm 138:2. What about
you?
David stood for the Lord and His Name with great zeal: “Thou comest
to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to
thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel,
whom thou hast defied” (1 Sam 17:45; cf Ps 69:9; 139:20-22). What
about you?
David trusted in the Lord’s sovereignty and patiently waited for His
promise in His good timing despite a lot of difficulties, troubles and
trials (1 Sam 16:13; 2 Sam 2:4; 5:3-5). What about you?
David faithfully served the Lord and his generation: “For David, after
he had served his own generation by the will of God ...” (Acts 13:36).
What about you?
David humbly repented right away of his known sins: “Have mercy
upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness:… blot out my
transgressions…Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a
right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take
not thy holy spirit from me” (Ps 51:1, 10-11). What about you?
THOUGHT: Trust God’s Word and serve Him and my generation.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to trust Thy Word and serve my generation.
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LORD’S DAY, SEPTEMBER 29
ACTS 5:1-11
ACTS 5:3-4

“...lie to the Holy Ghost…
not lied unto men, but unto God.”

BY FAITH WE SERVE GOD FAITHFULLY
In the Scriptures, there is only one man named “Samuel” (ie “His name
is God”). He was the son of his mother’s vow. When God answered
Hannah’s prayer and gave her a son, she kept her vow (1 Sam 1:27-28).
By faith, Samuel served the Lord faithfully as a judge, a prophet and a
priest, and his name is listed together with the heroes of faith (Heb
11:32; cf Ps 99:6). What can we learn from Samuel?
Personal separation from sins and evils in the fear of the Lord: Samuel
was born in the days of spiritual and moral decline (Judg 21:25) when
ungodly and corrupt practices in worship services were blatant. The
high priest Eli was weak and unable to restrain his two wicked sons,
Hophni and Phinehas. Samuel lived in the days when “the word of the
LORD was precious (rare)” (1 Sam 3:1). The priests did not seek God’s
Word nor teach God’s Word! But Samuel was consecrated unto Him all
the days of his life. What about you?
Personal knowledge of the Lord and His Word: “... The LORD revealed
himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the LORD” (1 Sam 3:21).
Faithful ministry to the Lord: “Samuel grew, and the LORD was with
him, and did let none of his words fall to the ground” (1 Sam 3:19).
“The LORD was with him” was all that Samuel needed for his life and
ministry. Samuel was a faithful prophet, and “all Israel …knew that
Samuel was established to be a prophet of the LORD” (1 Sam 3:20).
Samuel was a faithful judge, and he “judged Israel all the days of his
life” (1 Sam 7:15). Samuel was a faithful priest, saying, “... God forbid
that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you...” (1
Sam 12:23).
Submission to the Lord and His Word: Samuel was grieved when his
people asked him for a king (1 Sam 8:5-22), but Samuel submitted to
God’s will, obeyed His Word, and anointed Saul to be the first king of
Israel. Later, he anointed David. What about you?
THOUGHT: Am I faithfully serving the Lord?
PRAYER: Lord, help me to serve Thee faithfully until death.
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
HEBREWS 11:39-12:11
HEBREWS 12:2

“Looking unto Jesus the author
and finisher of our faith...”

LOOKING UNTO JESUS THE AUTHOR
AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH
Looking at the heroes of faith, we are much encouraged to trust in the
Lord and His Word, as well as to be watchful to avoid repeating their
failures. However, when we encounter challenges, difficulties, troubles,
problems, trials, temptations, opposition, contempt, criticism,
misjudgment, betrayal, persecutions and attacks from Satan, we find
that our faith is not strong enough to deny ourselves and to overcome
sins, worldliness and Satan, so as to please and glorify our God. Like
Paul, who cried in his helplessness, “For I know that in me (that is, in
my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but
how to perform that which is good I find not. O wretched man that I
am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” (Rom 7:18, 24).
Who? No one could help Paul except his Saviour (Rom 7: 25).
We must thank God for “having provided some better thing for us,
that they without us should not be made perfect” (Heb 11:40). All the
heroes of faith had their strengths and weaknesses, and God’s grace
was sufficient for them as long as they trusted in God and their coming
Messiah, Jesus who died for our sins, rose again for our justification
and is ever living to pray for us as He did for Peter. “But I have prayed
for thee, that thy faith fail not ...” (Luke 22:32). Moreover, our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ is our Creator, who is able to inspire, strengthen,
preserve and fulfil our faith in Him. So, let us turn our eyes away from
men, even heroes of faith, and “Looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of
the throne of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction
of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds”
(Heb 12:2-3). All glory, thanks and praise be to the Lord alone! Amen.

THOUGHT: Look unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of my faith.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to always look unto Thee and trust in Thee.
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