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LORD’S DAY, APRIL 1
ISAIAH 53:7-12
HEBREWS 12:1-3

The Lord reigneth!

HE SHALL SEE HIS SEED
“He shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days …” is God’s promise
concerning the coming Kingdom of His dear Son. For this, God’s
people should pray, that its fulfilment may be soon. Bearing the promise
always in mind makes it easy to work and to pray. Our God is faithful,
and what He has promised He will surely fulfil.
God must bless His own Son. His covenant binds Him to it. That
which the Spirit prompts us to pray for is that which the Father decrees
to give. Each time we pray, may we sense the nearness of the dawning
of the blessed day when the Crucified One shall receive the crown of
the Father’s delight. Those of us who toil for the Lord with scant
success, look up! Better times are coming: press on, faint not!
We cannot see the blissful future. But look through the telescope of
faith; wipe the mist of doubt from the glass. Then look, and behold the
coming glory. Reader, make this your constant prayer. Let us keep our
priorities right: before we ask for our daily bread comes the petition,
“Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in
earth, as it is in heaven.”
Let not our prayers be all concerning our own needs and wants, but let
them ascend to a higher plane, even to Christ Himself. Then as we
draw nigh to the mercy seat, let us offer up this unceasing prayer:
“Father in heaven, may Thou speed the coming of the kingdom of Thy
dear Son, that He may see His seed and prolong His everlasting days,
to Thy own eternal glory. Amen.”

THOUGHT: Before the Crown comes the Cross.
PRAYER: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done.”
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MONDAY, APRIL 2
LEVITICUS 16:5 -10
JOHN 19:13-18

No man taketh
my life from me.

THEY TOOK JESUS, AND LED HIM AWAY
Our Lord had been through a night of agony. He had spent the early
morning at Caiaphas’ hall. He had been hurried from Caiaphas to Pilate,
from Pilate to Herod, and from Herod back to Pilate. With neither
refreshment nor rest, His strength was well nigh gone. His accusers
were thirsting for His blood, and led Him away to die. Bearing His
cross He trod the sorrowful road, followed by “... a great company of
people, and of women, which also bewailed and lamented him” (Luke
23:27).
What lesson do we learn here as we see our blessed Saviour led away?
We see the truth set forth in shadow by the scapegoat led away to be
released into the wilderness (Lev 16:10). On the scapegoat’s head,
Aaron the high priest laid his hands, confessed over him all the iniquities
of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, putting them
upon the head of the goat. Then he let him go into the wilderness (Lev
16:21).
Now we see Jesus before the priests and rulers who pronounced Him
guilty. God the Father imputes all our sins to Him: “... the LORD hath
laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa 53:6). The apostle Paul says of
our Lord, that He was made “... to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that
we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor 5:21). He
was our Scapegoat and Substitute.
Beloved one in Christ, be assured that He has carried all your sins. Put
your entire trust in Him and confess to Him all your sins. Let Him bear
them all away. Then in gratitude present to Him your body “... a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service” (Rom 12:1).

THOUGHT: Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee for being my substitute.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 3
ISAIAH 53:1-6
HEBREWS 12:1-3

All we like sheep
need the Shepherd.

ALL WE LIKE SHEEP HAVE GONE ASTRAY
Here is a confession of sin common to all the elect people of God.
They have all fallen, and therefore, from first to last, those who finally
enter heaven can say, “All we like sheep have gone astray.” This
confession, while thus unanimous and general, is also special and
particular: “We have turned every one to his own way.” There is a
peculiar sinfulness about each one of us: all are sinful, but each has
some transgression of his own.
It is a mark of genuine repentance that each penitent sinner takes up a
position of loneliness. “We have turned every one to his own way” is
a confession that each man had broken God’s law in a way peculiar to
himself. True confession is without reserve: there is no attempt to
detract from the seriousness of the offence, or any offering of lame
excuses. True confession is not to plead for self-righteousness but a
humble admission of guilt.
“All we like sheep …” is the declaration of men who are consciously
guilty. They stand with their rebellion discovered, their offences
exposed. To them comes the salvation of God: “... the LORD hath laid
on him the iniquity of us all.” This sentence resounds with the
overflowing love of God, ever comforting to the penitent sinner. O the
mystery of divine compassion! Where misery was concentrated, mercy
reigned; where sorrow reached her climax, weary souls find rest in the
God of all comfort.
Ponder this: the Saviour was bruised for the healing of bruised hearts.
From the cross He graciously invites, “Look unto me, and be ye saved,
all the ends of the earth ...” The vilest sinner is instantly forgiven
simply by gazing in faith at the Saviour on the cross.

THOUGHT: “Nothing in my hands I bring –
Simply to Thy cross I cling.”
PRAYER: Lord, keep me daily to bless Thy holy name, by life and lips.
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4
ISAIAH 61:7-11
2 CORINTHIANS 5:14-21

Saved –
by grace, not by face.

MADE RIGHTEOUS IN HIM
Sorrowing Christian, why are you weeping? Are you mourning over
your corruptions? Look to the Lord! In Him you are complete; you are
justified in God’s sight as if you had never sinned. The Lord our
Righteousness has clothed you, who looked to Him in faith, with the
garments of salvation. He has also covered you with the robe of
righteousness.
Are you mourning because of your inbred sin and fallen nature?
Remember, none of your sins can ever condemn you: they had been
laid upon the Saviour’s head. You do not stand in your own
righteousness, for you have none. But your standing before God is in
Christ the Son. The Father accepts you not because of you, but because
of Him.
“O wretched man that I am!” bemoans the Apostle Paul (Rom 7:24).
Do we not grieve also for the times we have fallen? Sometimes we
wonder: am I accepted or rejected before God? But His Word assures
us: we are fully accepted with all our present failures as we shall be
when we shall finally stand before His throne – free from all corruption,
complete.
Praise God for the glory of His grace “... wherein he hath made us
accepted in the beloved” (Eph 1:6), even in His beloved Son. Who
then can condemn you? No one! Your Saviour who died for you is
risen, ascended to the right hand of the Father, and is now making
intercession for you (Heb 7:25). Let your sorrowing turn to rejoicing,
because the Saviour has made you righteous.
Live, then, each day in Him and for Him. Rejoice! He has overcome,
and following Him, we too can overcome. Overcome your inclination
to sin by always walking in Him and with Him, for He is your
righteousness.
THOUGHT: “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no
sin.” (2 Cor 5:21)
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee for being my righteousness.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 5
ISAIAH 2:1-5
PHILIPPIANS 3:13-21

Always strive for higher ground.

THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD
The lowlands of this present evil world are overgrown with the thorns
of the cares of this life and the deceitfulness of material possessions.
To remain there will do our souls irreparable harm as those noxious
growths will choke everything good within us, and cause us to become
worldly, cold toward the things of God, and perhaps proud and carnal.
It is well for us to cut loose from these harmful weeds and ascend to
the mountain of the Lord.
In some valleys of Switzerland the atmosphere is close and stagnant,
charged with infectious fumes. Many inhabitants are weak and stunted,
some constantly unwell. But up yonder, on the mountain, you find a
hardy race of people who move and breathe in the clear, fresh mountain
air blowing down from the Alpine summit.
To the lowland dwellers we send this urgent message: Come, leave
your sickness-laden surroundings, your marshes of stagnation, those
fever mists. Come to the mountain top of refreshing, invigorating
breezes and have your strength renewed. It is to such an experience of
climbing in the Spirit that you are urgently invited. Refuse not God’s
loving call, dear friend.
Say “yes!” and the Holy Spirit will help us cut loose from the cords of
worldliness that bind us here below. No longer let us sit uncaring and
unconcerned for our own spiritual health, earth-bound on these carnal
lowlands. Say “yes!” and God’s gracious Spirit will sever the chains
which tie us down, and lead us to the mountain of the Lord. There He
awaits to commune with those who heed His invitation.

THOUGHT: The mountain of God is for obedient sons.
PRAYER: Lord, lead me to the Rock that is higher than I.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 6
PSALM 22:19-31
LUKE 23:26

“My grace is sufficient
for thee...”

BEARING THE CROSS AFTER JESUS
Simon’s carrying our Lord’s cross is a picture of the work of the church.
Our Lord suffered, not to exclude us from suffering, but rather that we
may endure it with Him. He exempts us from sin, but not from sorrow.
Suffering is part of the Christian’s lot.
The cross which we are called to carry is not ours, but Christ’s. If we
are unkindly treated, cruelly mocked or unfairly ridiculed for our
Christian faith, remember it is not our cross, but Christ’s. And how
honourable it is to be identified with our wonderful Lord, carrying His
cross!
Carrying the cross after Him, and for His name’s sake, we have blessed
company. Our path is marked with the footprints of God’s Son. He
goes before us, the Good Shepherd smoothing the path for the sheep.
But the Calvary Road was peculiarly His own: no man can tread it as
He did. Nevertheless, we must follow. He says, “Take up your cross
daily, and follow me!”
We bear His cross in partnership with Him. In His great kindness and
compassion, He helps us. It is the opinion of some that Simon only
carried one end of the cross, and not the whole of it; that Christ may
have carried the heavier part and Simon the lighter. Certainly it is so
with us. We carry but the lighter end, our Lord the heavier.
Simon’s bearing the cross of Christ for a very little while won him
lasting honour. The cross we carry is also only for a little while, and
then He gives us a crown of glory that fadeth not away. Shrink not
from the cross of Christ if you are called to bear it, but count it very
dear.

THOUGHT: A far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory awaits
those who suffer for their faith.
PRAYER: Lord Jesus, keep me near Thy cross.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 7
PROVERBS 15:23-33
LUKE 14:7-11

He who is low need
fear no fall.

BEFORE HONOUR IS HUMILITY
Humility always brings a positive blessing with it. If we empty our
hearts of self, God will surely fill them with His love. He who desires
close communion with Christ should remember what He said, “... to
this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit,
and trembleth at my word” (Isa 66:12).
The road to Heaven is a lowly road: our Lord Jesus trod it all the way.
He humbled Himself that He might be exalted (Phil 2:8-10). He is our
perfect example. We must learn to follow in His steps. He says to us,
“For every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that
humbleth himself shall be exalted” (Luke 18:14).
God denies no blessing to a truly humble spirit. “Blessed are the poor
in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” In His kingdom are “...
the exceeding riches of his grace ...” (Eph 2:7) reserved for all who are
humble enough to receive Him who was despised and rejected of men,
the One who had no form or comeliness (Isa 53:2-3).
If a certain blessing has been withheld from you, it may be that it was
not safe for you to receive it. The heavenly Father will not let an
unhumbled spirit gain some victory in His holy war: the proud
contestant falls easy victim in battle. We are kept low for our own
safety.
To the sincere and humble soul who shuns personal glory God has
great honours reserved. There is no limit to what God will do for that
man, woman or child. Humility equips us for the blessing of the God of
all grace and fits us to deal graciously with our fellows. It is a rare and
beauteous flower, a fitting adornment for God’s garden.

THOUGHT: Pride goes before a fall.
PRAYER: Lord, lead me even in the lowly path.
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LORD’S DAY, APRIL 8
PSALM 16
HEBREWS 13:8-15

Following the
Lord is for life.

WITHOUT THE CAMP
Those who own Christ as Lord are enjoined to follow Him: “Let us go
forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach”
(Heb 13:13). The Christian’s reason for leaving the camp of the world
is simply because Jesus did so.
“It is the way the Master went:
Should not the servant tread it still?”
Horatius Bonar
Christ was “not of the world.” His life and testimony were a constant
protest against conformity with the world. In like manner Christ’s
people must take their position with Him, outside the camp. It is to
tread the straight and narrow path, unpopular with the world. They
must have bold, stout, unfearing hearts, loving Christ and His truth
above all else in this world.
Jesus our Lord calls us to go forth without the camp for our own
sanctification. We cannot grow in grace to any degree by remaining
within the camp of the world. Going forth without the camp is the way
of separation. At times it is a sorrowful road, but at all times it is the
highway of safety. The separated life may make every day a battle, but
following the Lord, victory is assured.
No joy and satisfaction exceeds that of the soldier of Christ. He is ever
so near and so gracious, giving us sweet refreshment in every strife.
Following Him in the highway of holiness means unbroken heavenly
communion. Following Him without the camp we shall finally receive
from Him the crown of righteousness and the crown of glory. Life’s
short moment of suffering leads us to everlasting honour.

THOUGHT: Our light affliction is but for a moment.
PRAYER: Lord, give me grace to go with Thee all the way.
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MONDAY, APRIL 9
DANIEL 9:16-19
2 TIMOTHY 2:19-26

His name is
above all names.

A PEOPLE CALLED BY THY NAME
Daniel’s prayer is the prayer for every true believer. “O Lord, hear; O
Lord, forgive; … for ... thy people are called by thy name” (Dan 9:19).
We are called by His matchless name by virtue of His purchasing us
with His own blood. So we belong to Him – body, soul and spirit; we
are not our own. For making the supreme sacrifice for us, He has the
supreme rule and authority over us.
Let us as children of the heavenly Father acknowledge the rights and
lordship of His Son. We who bear His name must bring our whole
being under His gracious control. We must never be satisfied until the
Christ of the Cross is crowned King of our lives. We must leave no
part of our being unblest by the Lover of our souls. All of our powers
and passions must be subdued under His divine authority.
Dear reader, delight yourself daily in the name by which you are called.
His is a peerless beauteous name, a name which is above all names.
One day we who are called by that name shall be elevated, exalted like
Him. How can we who wear His name now allow any sin or
contamination into our lives to tarnish the gracious name of Christ?
He has bought us at great cost. Can we not honour His name by daily
keeping His holy commandments and doing His will?
Be a good soldier of the cross and war a good warfare against evil in
your life. In the name of Jesus cast out every intruding sin. Tolerate
not even the least uncleanness or the most trivial taint of iniquity to
soil or sully His glorious name.

THOUGHT: Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from
iniquity.
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord, for calling me by Thy name.
10

TUESDAY, APRIL 10
PSALM 4
JOHN 19:13-22

One day every knee shall bow.

HONOURS FOR KING JESUS
An insightful writer made a mournful list of “honours” which the
blinded Jews gave to their Messiah.
a)

b)

c)

d)
e)

They gave Him a procession of honour, in which Roman
soldiers, priests, men and women, took a part, He Himself
bearing His cross. This was His reward for coming to save
men from sin. Abusive words and cruel mockings were His
acclamations.
They offered Him the wine of honour – the condemned
criminal’s death-draught which our Lord refused. “... the cup
which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?” (John
18:11). “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than
the angels … that he … should taste death for every man”
(Heb 2:9).
He was provided with a guard of honour – those heartless
soldiers who afterward cast lots over His garments. Such
was the honour accorded the King of heaven – a quaternion
of profane gamblers.
They found for Him a throne of honour, even the cross of
shame. Here was the full expression of the world’s hatred for
the Son of God, nay, for God Himself.
They labelled Him “The King of the Jews” (Matt 27:37) – a
title of honour, meant in derision. The real meaning was “King
of thieves,” Jesus being hung between two thieves. In every
gesture the world turned His glory to shame.

He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death.

THOUGHT: “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him ...” (Phil
2:9)
PRAYER: Lord of my life, I crown Thee now; Thine shall the glory be.
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11
PSALM 51:1-17
1 JOHN 1:5-10; 2:1-2

He is plenteous in mercy.

IF WE CONFESS OUR SINS
David, before the Lord, plainly confessed his sin. His conscience told
him, it is bloodguiltiness. No doubt his hand did not actually kill the
husband of Bathsheba, but it was his plot that did it. Before the Lord
he was guilty of murder.
In confession let us learn to be honest with God. Giving fair names to
foul sins is no help; they will smell no sweeter. God sees sin as sin,
and so should we. Let us with all openness of heart acknowledge
every sin and its foulness.
David was oppressed with the blackness of his sin. He was acutely
aware that nothing but sincere and heartfelt confession would bring
relief. The use of words in confession must reflect an inward conviction
of heart. This Psalm is the outpouring from a broken spirit and a
contrite heart. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken
and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise” (v 17).
Let us seek after brokenness of heart. However excellent our words
may be, if our heart is not conscious of the hell-deserving nature of our
sin, we cannot expect forgiveness. Our God is the God of all compassion,
ready to forgive our sins, to save those who sincerely seek Him through
the blood of the cross.
The Psalmist ends with a commendable vow: If God will deliver him, he
will sing aloud! But note the subject of the song – “Thy righteousness.”
The finished work of our precious Saviour alone is our song, and he
who has been forgiven most will sing the loudest.

THOUGHT: “Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts...” (Ps
51:6)
PRAYER: Create in me a clean heart, O God.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 12
PSALM 22:1-8
LUKE 23:27-38

Believe now;
then it will be too late.

“WHAT SHALL BE DONE IN THE DRY?”
Our Lord, the green tree, stood as the innocent Substitute for sinners,
to suffer at the hands of an angry God. What will be done when the
sinner himself – the dry tree – shall fall into the same hands? When
God saw Jesus in the sinner’s place, He did not spare Him; neither will
He spare the sinner who rejects His Son.
O sinner, Jesus was led away to the judgment. So will you one day be
consigned to the judgment. Jesus was forsaken by God – He the
sinless Son. How much more shall you? “Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani?” (Mark 15:34). That was our Lord’s cry of anguish. Will
you cry the same? And what answer will you receive?
To those who have rejected the Lord, and refused His counsel, the
answer from God will come: “I also will laugh at your calamity; I will
mock when your fear cometh” (Prov 1:26). If God spared not His own
Son, how much less will He spare you! Then your stricken conscience
shall smite you with terrors. Unrepentant sinner, turn now to the Saviour
in faith.
We cannot describe fully the sorrows poured upon the head of our
Saviour. How then can we tell what grief and anguish will be yours, if
you die unrepentant? There is a way out now. By the agonies of
Christ and by His blood shed for you, you have a way of escape. Look
to the Son of God, trust fully in Him, and flee from the wrath to come!

THOUGHT: Now is the accepted time.
PRAYER: Lord, have mercy upon me, a sinner.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 13
PSALM 23
MATTHEW 28:20

He will never leave us.

“LO, I AM WITH YOU ALWAY…”
This is our Lord’s promise to every trusting soul. He lifts us above
circumstances, no matter how gloomy. His presence is a bright light
shining within us when it is all dark without! When the world shakes,
and the pillars of the earth are removed, He keeps us steady, calm and
in perfect peace. Even death with its unknown terrors has no power to
rob us of our inner calm.
Dwell often on His precious words, “I am with you alway.” Draw from
them absolute confidence in the blessed Spirit’s power to comfort us
in the face of any calamity of life. Dear reader, are you experiencing a
financial crisis? Fear not! The Comforter can lift you in your poverty
and give you the riches of Christ, by ways you know not.
You know not what joys He has in store for you. Are you conscious of
a steady weakening of your bodily powers? Are you anxious because
of the prospect of long nights of languishing and days of pain? Fear
not! The Lord is with you! He will turn your bed into a throne, your
night into day. In Christ, every bodily pang becomes a refining fire to
consume your dross and make you pure.
Are your eyes growing dim? Jesus is your light. Do your ears fail
you? Take the name of Jesus for your soul’s best music. With Christ
within we need fear no unhappy circumstance. Outward causes cannot
mar our inner calm. With the Lord, my heart shall triumph over every ill.

THOUGH: By His power my heart shall be made exceeding glad.
PRAYER: Lord, make me content always in Thee.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 14
PSALM 56
LUKE 23:20-27

Theirs were
the tears of love.

THEY BEWAILED AND LAMENTED HIM
Amid the unruly crowd which hounded our blessed Redeemer to His
doom, there were some gracious souls whose wailing and lamentation
added music to the march of woe. O my soul, see the Saviour bearing
His cross to Calvary, and join with the godly women to weep awhile.
Indeed, there is true cause for grief – cause deeper than those mourning
women thought.
They bewailed innocence maltreated, goodness persecuted, meekness
pursued to death. But my heart has a deeper cause to mourn. My sins
were the scourges which lacerated those blessed shoulders, and the
thorns which crowned those gentle brows. It was my sins which laid
the cross on Him. My tears can never express my grief for having
caused His agony and death.
Why those women loved and wept for the Saviour it were not hard to
guess, but they could not have had great reason than I. Nain’s widow
saw her son restored from the death, but I have been raised to newness
of life. Peter’s wife’s mother was cured of a fever, but I am cleansed of
my sin.
Out of Magdelene seven devils were cast, but a legion out of me. Mary
and Martha were blessed with visits, but my Lord dwells in me. He is
formed in me, the hope of glory. My debt to the Lord exceeds that of
the holy women. Let me not be behind them in the outpouring of
gratitude or sorrow.
“Love and grief my heart dividing,
with my tears His feet I’ll lave –
Constant still in heart abiding,
Weep for Him who died to save.”

THOUGHT: My sins sent my Lord to the cross.
PRAYER: Teach me, dear Lord, to weep awhile.
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LORD’S DAY, APRIL 15
PSALM 18:30-39
1 JOHN 4:9-11,19

Gentle Jesus meek and mild.

THY GENTLENESS HATH MADE ME GREAT
In our meditation today we may express the “gentleness” (Ps 18:35) of
God in more ways than one. It may be rendered as the “goodness” of
God. David gratefully ascribed all his success not to his own goodness,
but to the “goodness” of God.
“Thy providence” is another reading, and providence is goodness in
action. Some render it “Thy help,” which is another word for providence.
Or again, “Thy humility hath made me great.” “Thy condescension”
may, perhaps, serve as a comprehensive reading, combining the ideas
mentioned, including that of humility. God made Himself little in order
to make us great. In His greatness, God stoops to the lowly and contrite
in heart, and He makes them great.
There are yet other readings, such as the Septuagint, which reads,
“Thy discipline” – Thy fatherly correction – “hath made me great.”
The Chaldee paraphrase reads, “Thy word hath increased me.” Still
the idea is the same. David ascribed all his own greatness to the
condescending goodness of his Father in heaven.
May this sentiment be echoed in our hearts while we cast our crowns
at Jesus’ feet, and cry, “Thy gentleness hath made me great” (Ps 18:35).
How marvellous has been our experience of God’s gentleness! How
gentle have been His corrections! How gentle His forbearance! So He
teaches and draws us ever so gently! Meditate on this great theme of
the “gentleness” of our all loving Saviour.

THOUGHT: His gentleness quickens my gratitude.
PRAYER: Lord, increase my love for the Saviour.
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MONDAY, APRIL 16
PSALM 2
LUKE 23:33-49

Burdens are
lifted at Calvary.

THE PLACE CALLED CALVARY
Mount Calvary is full of comfort. On it stands the tree of consolation
– a wooden cross. It is a temple of heavenly blessing founded on the
Rock, riven by the spear thrust in His side. No scene in sacred history
ever gladdens the soul like Calvary.
“Is it not strange, the darkest hour
That ever dawned on sinful earth,
Should touch the heart with softer power,
For comfort, than an angel’s mirth?
That to the Cross the mourner’s eye should turn,
Sooner than where the stars of Bethlehem burn?”
Light springs from the noonday night of Golgotha; where the Son of
God thirsted, grace has opened a soul-cleansing fountain, sufficient
for all mankind. No other mountain is quite like Calvary, no, not Sinai,
nor Tabor, nor Carmel. The scourge of Calvary drives away your cares;
the groans of God’s Son drowns out all other groans.
Mount Calvary yields comfort rich and rare. But for the Saviour’s
Calvary love, we would have no bright future – only separation from
the love of God, and banishment to a Christless eternity in hell. But for
Calvary we would never have known the Father’s deep affection for
lost mankind. Go to Calvary and see again the Son of God bleeding.
There God’s love was outpoured for you and for me.

THOUGHT: Burdens are lifted at Calvary.
PRAYER: Lord, draw me to Thy wounded side.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 17
PSALM 34
ACTS 27:13-31

God’s unseen helpers
are ever near.

THE ANGEL OF GOD
Tossed by wind and wave, and faced with the risk of imminent
shipwreck, the crew of the vessel were near despair. Only one man
remained perfectly calm, and by his word the rest were comforted:
“Sirs, be of good cheer.” Roman soldiers and seasoned mariners were
uplifted in the spirit by the prisoner Paul. How could this be? Simply,
because he had a secret Friend who upheld his courage through the
raging tempest.
When things seemed darkest and disaster threatened, the Lord Jesus
sent a heavenly messenger to speak words of consolation to His faithful
servant. This made all the difference between Paul and the rest. As the
well-known chorus goes, “With Christ in the vessel we can smile at the
storm.” This is so with all who have put their whole trust in the Lord,
even the Master of all creation. When things seem blackest and hope
has almost faded, we may trust our Lord to send His angel in timely
interposition.
This lifts even the poorest believer above the mightiest on earth who
know not the Lord. Angels do not visit often or at random; they are
despatched by our unseen Friend in nights of tempest and turmoil.
Better than any earthly helper, God’s angels promote our interests and
welfare “... above all that we ask or think ...” (Eph 3:20). They encamp
round them that fear the Lord! Dear child of the heavenly Father, when
you have come through the storms of life smiling at the last, remember,
it is the angel of God who helped you through.

THOUGHT: “Invisible and invincible.”
PRAYER: I thank Thee, O Lord, for Thy ministering angels.
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18
PSALM 22
JOHN 19:16-18

He was bruised
for our iniquities.

ALL MY BONES ARE OUT OF JOINT
Did earth or heaven ever behold a sadder spectacle? At Calvary, the
almighty Creator in the form of a servant and in the likeness of men
(Phil 2:7) hung helpless, His strength “poured out like water” (Ps
22:14) upon the ground. Cruel hands lifted the cross and sank it into
the ground with such violence that all His bones were “out of joint”
(Ps 22:14).
For six dread hours our Lord was suspended between heaven and
earth, His whole body weight hanging by nails driven through hands
and feet. Every moment excruciating pangs ran through His body
while His strength ebbed away like the receding tide. On the cross the
Son of God became nothing but a picture of misery and swooning
weakness.
God’s Word in Hebrews 2:9-10 reads:
But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour;
that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.
For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are
all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the
captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.
As we kneel before our ever-living ascended Saviour’s throne, let us
not forget the awful price He paid, the bitter cup He drank, and the
dreadful death He died in order to win us to God. For His sacrifice He
is now “crowned with glory and honour” (Heb 2:9), exalted at the
right hand of the Father.

THOUGHT: He came to pay a debt He did not owe,
for us who owe a debt we could not pay.
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord Jesus, for dying in my stead.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 19
PSALM 25
HEBREWS 10:11-17

He knows our every need.

SORROWS AND SINS
It is well for us to remember, our sorrows are often linked with our sins.
When under God’s hand of affliction, be not wholly taken up with our
pain, but remember also our offences against the Lord. Then let us
take both sorrows and sins to God’s throne of grace.
David carried his sorrow before the Lord. There also he confessed his
sin. We learn from him, “a man after God’s own heart,” to do likewise.
Why bear your sorrows alone? Take them to God, even your little
ones. Let all our sorrows be rolled upon Him, for He careth for us.
God cares about every detail for our good. “… even the very hairs of
your head are all numbered...” (Luke 12:7). If He counts our hairs,
surely He will look with pity upon our sorrows. Go therefore without
hesitation, whatever your present trouble may be, to our all
compassionate God, and He will lift your burden.
But we must take our sins to God too. Do not harbour them in some
recess of the heart, but carry them to the cross, and there fall under the
fountain of blood that cleanses from all sin, even the soul-purifying
stream that flows from Emmanuel’s veins. To the Lord then let us go
with all our sorrows and sins, and with humble contrite spirit let us
plead, “Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my
sins.”

THOUGHT: If God wills, let sorrows continue, but every sin must be
thoroughly cleansed.
PRAYER: Lord accept me for the sake of Thy Son.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 20
PSALM 22
HEBREWS 4:11-16

The Lord is my Rock.

MY HEART IS LIKE WAX … MELTED
In His suffering our blessed Saviour experienced a terrible melting of
soul – a deep depression of spirit, the most grievous of all trials; all
besides is as nothing. Ponder the travail of soul when our Lord cried
to the Father, “Be not far from me” (Ps 22:11). More than at any other
time a man needs his God when his heart is melted within him because
of some crushing heaviness.
Believer, come to the Saviour at the cross, and humbly adore Him who
was once brought far lower in pain and anguish than any mortal being.
Look to Him who alone qualifies to become our faithful High Priest,
who alone can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, who alone
understands our deepest grief.
Are you sad because you fear the Father has withdrawn His love from
you? Nay, our God is faithful who promised. “For we have not an
high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points tempted like as we are …” (Heb 4:15). In Him we
have a divine Friend, one that sticketh closer than a brother (Prov
18:24). Only look to Him in faith.
In times of dire distress let us rest ourselves upon His precious
promises, and be renewed with strength from above. He can be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities! He knows our every weakness and
sorrow, for He has tasted them all for us. He is ever gracious to receive
us.

THOUGHT: Our Lord heals the broken-hearted.
PRAYER: Lord, grant me a broken and a contrite heart.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 21
NEHEMIAH 3:12-18
JOHN 19:38- 42

He is not here; He is risen.

THE KING’S GARDEN
Nehemiah’s mention of the king’s garden brings to mind three other
gardens precious to the King of kings. The first was a garden paradise,
planted by the King and Creator for Adam. Eastward in Eden, it had
every tree pleasant to see and good for food, and a river to water the
garden (Gen 2:8-10). Sadly, this garden was ruined by the Fall. By one
man Adam, the head of the human race, the entire creation was plunged
into sorrow, sickness and death, to lie under the curse until this day.
To restore the first garden we see yonder a second garden. There the
King of love in agony and deepest passion, wrestled to reverse the
ruin of the fall, watering the garden with His bloody sweat. In
Gethsemane the promised seed of woman lifted the curse and sealed
the serpent’s doom, but at supreme sacrifice. Go to the garden of the
olive-press and see our great Shepherd preparing to lay down His life
for the sheep.
Finally, come to the garden of the empty tomb. In a new sepulchre,
“...wherein was never man yet laid. There laid they Jesus...” (John
19:41-42), our crucified Saviour. In that garden the Father raised up the
Son the third day, and thus crushed the serpent’s head (Gen 3:15). In
this third garden the mightiest victory of all time was gained by the
second Adam. Through death He had destroyed him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil. Thank God for the third garden with
its empty tomb.

THOUGHT: In Adam all die; in Christ shall all be made alive.
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord, for rising for me.
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LORD’S DAY, APRIL 22
SONG OF SOLOMON 1:12-17
1 PETER 2:5 - 7

A sweet smelling sacrifice.

A BUNDLE OF MYRRH
Our Lord, our well-beloved, is likened to “a bundle of myrrh” (Song
1:13). Like myrrh He is precious, fragrant and pleasant; both have
preserving and healing qualities. Our Lord is compared to a bundle of
myrrh, not just one solitary stalk of it. In Him there is abundant
goodness, sufficient for all our needs, for He is plenteous in mercy to
us His people.
Our well-beloved is compared to a bundle for variety: “... in him
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Col 2:9). Consider
Jesus in His many different roles – Prophet, Priest, King, Husband,
Friend, Shepherd. Consider Him in His life, death, resurrection,
ascension, coming again. See Him in His virtue, gentleness, courage,
self-denial, love, faithfulness, truth, righteousness. To them who follow
Him, He is a bundle of preciousness.
How do we appreciate His worth? Do we value Him as our best treasure?
Do we prize His words more than any other thing? Do we sing His
worth daily in the words of the Canticles, “a bundle of myrrh is my
wellbeloved unto me” (Song 1:13)? From before the foundation of the
world, He was set apart for His people. He is perfume to those who
obey and follow Him, to those who hold communion with Him. Oh!
blessed are those whom the Lord hath adopted into His great family,
and for whom He sets Himself apart. Blessed are those who can say,
“a bundle of myrrh is my wellbeloved unto me.”

THOUGHT: He is also the Lily of the Valley, the sweet Rose of Sharon.
PRAYER: Lord, take my life and make it fragrant for Thee.
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MONDAY, APRIL 23
LEVITICUS 1:1- 9
HEBREWS 10:4-14

He is our peace.

THE PERFECT SACRIFICE
In Old Testament time the penitent sinner put his hand upon the head
of the animal of sacrifice to signify the transfer of sin. The laying of the
hand was no casual touch but a leaning upon, as in the expression,
“Thy wrath lieth hard upon me ...” (Ps 88:7). The animal upon which
sin had been transferred was then sacrificed in death.
The above is a picture of our Lord being “... made ... sin for us ...” (2
Cor 5:21), “who his own self bear our sins in his own body …” (1 Pet
2:24). This is the very nature of faith which teaches us to lean upon
our Saviour with all the burden of our guilt. The OT sacrifices were a
foreshadowing of the coming perfect sacrifice: “For it is not possible
that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins” (Heb
10:4). “But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for
ever, sat down on the right hand of God” (Heb 10:12).
To every sin-laden person the Saviour says, “Come unto me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt
11:28). Come today with all your burden of guilt and fears, and lean
upon Jesus your Substitute and perfect Sacrifice. Lean thy soul fully
and entirely upon Him, for He has already made atonement for your sin
and accomplished for you what none else could do. “For by one
offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified” (Heb
10:14).

THOUGHT: And every priest standeth daily offering sacrifices which
can never take away sins.
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord, for being my Substitute.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 24
PSALM 22
MARK 14:53-65

By thy word thou
shalt be condemned.

THEY MOCKED HIM
Mockery added to our Lord’s sorrows. Judas mocked Him with a
traitor’s kiss. The priests and scribes laughed Him to scorn. Herod set
Him at nought. The servants and soldiers jeered and brutally assaulted
Him. Pilate ridiculed Him. On the cross insults were hurled at Him by
the rowdy crowd.
Ridicule cuts to the quick. There hung the Saviour, racked with anguish
beyond imagination. There stood the motley multitude, wagging their
heads or shooting out their lips in taunting contempt. What had He
done to merit such heartless treatment? Evil had already exacted the
supreme price, nailing the Prince of life to the cross. It could do no
more except now to resort to the venom of hurtful words.
O Jesus, “despised and rejected of men” (Isa 53:3), how couldest
Thou die for those who treated Thee so? Herein is the mystery of
redemption, the amazing love of God, boundless and measureless,
transcending human thought: “O love divine, what hast Thou done?
Th’eternal God for me has died!” He hast died for me who mocked Him
by my sin and rebellion.
Now do I see my sinful past. Now I admit my careless present, and in
deep contrition I turn to Him with new resolve. O Lord most gracious,
I thank Thee that Thou hast died to give me life. Henceforth reign
Thou supreme in my heart, Thy glorious abode. And with my life and
lips will I daily show forth the glories of Thy grace. Amen.

THOUGHT: To sin wilfully again is to mock the Lord.
PRAYER: Reign supreme in my life, Lord, that Thou may be glorified.
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25
ISAIAH 3:1-11
2 CORINTHIANS 4:6-18

In Christ,
every day is well.

IT SHALL BE WELL
With the righteous we may confidently say, “It shall be well with him,
even as it is well with him now.” With Him, it is always well.
If it is well with him in prosperity, let him be ever more thankful to God
for so great a boon; but beware, great prosperity is a snare with many
a pitfall. If it is well with him when under persecution, be thankful for
God’s sustaining grace to persevere with that which is hard to bear.
But when no time is mentioned, it means it shall always be well with the
righteous.
God’s “shalls” must be taken in their largest sense. From the beginning
of the year to the end, from the setting of the sun even unto the rising
of the same, under all circumstances, it shall be well with the righteous.
It is so well with him that we cannot imagine it to be better. The
righteous is well off in every aspect: he is well-fed – he feeds on the
bread of life, the living bread from heaven (John 6:47-51); he is well
clothed, being adorned with the righteous garment of Christ his
Saviour; he is well housed, for he dwells in God; he is well married by
union with his heavenly Husband; he is well led and cared for by the
Good Shepherd; he is well endowed with an inheritance incorruptible,
undefiled, that fadeth not away (1 Pet 1:4). Without contradiction, it is
well always with him, because God has declared him forever righteous.

THOUGHT: He is kept by the power of God by faith.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to rest in Thee always.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 26
PSALM 22:1-15
MATTHEW 27:35-46

His love knows no limit.

FORSAKEN BY GOD
Calvary, and no other place, reveals the depth of our Saviour’s sorrow
and the greatness of the Father’s love. His cry of anguish rends the
air: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Ps 22:1). Scripture
says: “He … spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all
…” (Rom 8:32). In that moment of time, upon the beloved Son was
heaped all the sins of mankind, every black, foul, hideous and revolting
sin. In that moment of time, the Father’s face was turned, His presence
departed from the Son. It was the blackest moment in all history when
God the Son atoned for man the creature’s sin. But for the redeemed it
spelt the brightest hope.
No man can enter into the full meaning of these words. Some despairing
child of God might cry, “My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken
me?” For a season it seems the brightness of the Father’s smile is
hidden behind dark clouds of affliction. But dear child, our God never
forsakes His own. Of course, and naturally, we grieve at a little
withdrawal of the Father’s love, but it can never be anything like His
turning His face from His Son.
Let not any child of God utter those agonizing words because of
unbelief or out of an unrepentant heart. Get right with God, plead the
cleansing blood of Calvary, and be cleansed anew. Then it shall soon
be revealed to us: God behind the dark clouds is the same loving
Father who shines forth in all the brightness of His grace. Indeed, our
God never forsakes His own.

THOUGHT: He loves me, and loves me to the end.
PRAYERS: Father, teach me the lesson of complete submission.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 27
PSALM 28
2 TIMOTHY 4:10-18

The Lord is my strength.

“LORD, LIFT ME UP”
God’s people need lifting up. In our mortal and fallen condition we
tend to fall further downward. David knew full well the corruption of
human nature. Hence his prayer, “Save thy people, and bless thine
inheritance: feed them also, and lift them up for ever” (Ps 28:9).
Unless the Lord had been our help, where would we be today?
The Apostle Paul’s experience is not unique but common to God’s
servants in every age. He said,
“At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook
me… Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and
strengthened me… And the Lord shall deliver me from every
evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom
...” (2 Tim 4:16-18)
In that depressing moment the Lord came and lifted up his spirit.
We too need the Lord to lift us up. While in this world, God’s people
are constantly tempted and drawn away by things of the world: its
wealth, its pleasures and lusts, its passing fancies. “Lord, lift up Thy
people, that they may rise above all this!” In times of conflict and
battle, we need so much the more the Lord to lift us up, to lift up our
spirits, so that we will not faint or give up.
Isaiah has a good word for us all. “But they that wait upon the LORD
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint”
(Isa 40:31). It is the Lord who lifts them up.

THOUGHT: “... for when I am weak, then am I strong” (2 Cor 12:10).
PRAYER: Lord, hear me when I cry to Thee.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 28
EXODUS 12:21-27
1 PETER 1:13-20

Without the shedding of blood,
no remission of sins.

THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST
From Christ on the cross flowed crimson streams of pure, precious,
and sinless blood. It is precious because of its redeeming and atoning
efficacy. By it the offences of God’s people are atoned for and they are
redeemed from under the bondage of the law. They are reconciled to
God, made one with Him.
Christ’s blood is precious in its cleansing power, for it alone is able to
cleanse from all sin. “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow
…” (Isa 1:18). Jesus’ blood and nothing else can cleanse away every
sin stain so that not a spot remains.
The blood of Christ is precious in its preserving power. The Israelites
under the protection of the blood were safe from God’s angel of death.
We too, and all true believers, are saved because God sees the sprinkled
blood and spares us. Here is comfort for us: even when our eye of
faith is dim, God’s eye is still the same: He sees the blood of His Son
and that is precious!
The blood of Christ is precious also because it sanctifies. The same
blood which justifies by taking away sin, quickens to new life of
obedience to the commands of God. There is no motivating power for
holy living so great as that which streams from the veins of Jesus. His
blood is precious with overcoming power, for it is written, “... they
overcame ... by the blood of the Lamb...” (Rev 12:11). The blood of
Christ is precious to us who are saved!

THOUGHT: Nothing but the blood of Jesus saves.
PRAYER: Lord, lead me home by the blood-sprinkled way.
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LORD’S DAY, APRIL 29
EXODUS 17:8-13
1 TIMOTHY 2:5-8

The spirit is willing;
the flesh is weak.

“THAT MEN PRAY EVERY WHERE”
So mighty was the prayer of Moses that it seemed all depended upon
it. The praying of Moses routed the enemy more than the fighting of
Joshua. Yet both were needed to win the victory. So in the soul’s
conflict, force and fervour, action and devotion, valour and vehemence,
must join forces to work together.
Some besetting sin must not be lightly handled. We need to wrestle
against it, but the major part of the wrestling must be done in the secret
chamber of prayer. “But Moses’ hands were heavy” (Exod 17:12), even
as we also grow weary. He needed the help of Aaron and Hur to lift his
hands up. When our prayer flags or grows faint, let faith support one
hand, and hope uplift the other. Then stayed upon the Rock of our
Salvation, let us pray on to victory.
Learn also another lesson from Moses. Where are our Aarons and
Hurs? When we grow weary in praying, and our hands are heavy, call
upon our fellow believers in the church to join with us, to stay up our
hands so that they be steady during the conflict. “... the spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matt 26:41). In moments of weakness,
still we must not faint but pray on. Cry for special grace from the
Saviour who alone helps our infirmities and enables us to press on
“until the going down of the sun” (Exod 17:12). Pray on! Wrestle and
fight! God promises the victory.

THOUGHT: Men ought always to pray and not to faint.
PRAYER: Evermore teach me, Lord, how to pray!
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MONDAY, APRIL 30
LEVITICUS 16:11-16
HEBREWS 12:22-29

O Calvary! Blest Calvary!

THE BLOOD OF SPRINKLING
Reader, have you come to the blood of sprinkling? By this question we
are not talking of a knowledge of doctrine, or an observance of
ceremonies, or some sort of psychological experience. But, have you
come to an intimate and personal trust in Jesus as your Saviour, and in
the all sufficient provision of His precious blood?
The blood of Jesus is the life of true godliness. It is the Holy Spirit
who led you to Jesus. Guilty, lost and helpless, you came under the
sprinkling of His life-giving flow. How precious a moment when His
blood was applied and your sins – every sin – were washed away.
Hear the Saviour cry from the cross: “It is finished” (John 19:30). At
Calvary, Jesus made an end of sin, bringing in everlasting righteousness
to all who come to Him in faith. Oh! Sweet language of the precious
blood of Jesus! If you have come to receive that sprinkling, you will
yet come to it again and again. Through all of life you will be “looking
unto Jesus” (Heb 12:2), for more of the precious sprinkling.
Let this blessed thought be written on your heart, engraved on your
mind: you need to come to the blood of sprinkling in your daily walk
with the Lord. He who has no desire to be cleansed again, has never
been truly cleansed! It is the joy and longing of every believer to come
expectantly to the wonderful fountain opened for our cleansing.

THOUGHT: My Saviour invites. How do I respond?
PRAYER: Lord, cleanse me thoroughly and fit me for Thy use.
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TUESDAY, MAY 1
GENESIS 32:1-12
PSALM 47:1-4

Jesus never fails.

“AND THOU SAIDST ...”
“...Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed...” (Gen 32:7). Esau was
coming with armed men. Who could save him from his brother but
God? Jacob pleaded, “And Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good.”
To Jacob, God’s word, though spoken years before, was his only plea.
O the force of a promise given! Jacob was holding God to His word:
“You said it!”
The attribute of God’s faithfulness is our inviolable holdfast, our mighty
fortress and refuge: “You said, I will surely do you good.” And has He
said, and shall He not do it? Let God be true, and every man a liar.
Every word that comes out of His mouth shall stand fast, and be fulfilled
perfectly. Our God is faithful and not a promise of His will fail.
When a man gives a promissory note, his honour is at stake. He puts
his hand to it, and come what may, he must honour his signature or
lose the honour of his name. Men of honour there are oft-times, but
our God honours every bill, every time. The name of the Most High
has never been impeached, and never shall be: He fulfils every promise
in His time. Our God is never late or too early. He is always on time.
Search God’s Word, and compare it with the experience of God’s people,
and you shall find the two tally from first to last. Joshua said, “not one
thing hath failed of all the good things which the Lord your God
spake...; all are come to pass...” (Josh 23:14). Even so may we all say,
“Ours is a wonderful and faithful God: He says what He means, and
means what He says. And what He says He does, perfectly!”

THOUGHT: His every word is “Yea” and “Amen.”
PRAYER: Strengthen my little faith, O Lord.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 2
MATTHEW 27:45-54
HEBREWS 9:1-12

Once for all.

THE VEIL WAS RENT
When Christ our Saviour “yielded up the ghost,” that same moment
“the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.”
No mean miracle was wrought by the Father to honour the finished
work of the Son. What lessons can we draw from this supernatural
happening?
a) The old law of ordinances, having served its purpose, like a wornout vesture, was torn and laid aside. When Christ our perfect sacrifice
died, the requirement by law for animal sacrifices was fulfilled and
passed away: the veil was rent from top to bottom.
b) The rent opened to view all the hidden things of the old
dispensation: the mercy-seat came into full view, and the glory of God
shone forth above it. By the death of our Lord Jesus we are given a
clear revelation of God. Life and immortality are brought to light in a
new way.
c) The annual ceremony of atonement was abolished, for “...this man
(Jesus), after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever ... hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified” (Heb 10:12,14). No blood
of animals is needed now, for Jesus has entered within the veil with his
own blood.
d) Access to God is now open, the privilege of every believer in Christ
Jesus. It is no small window but a complete rent which reaches from
top to bottom, opening the way into God’s presence and throne of
heavenly grace. Today our Lord is alive for evermore and has the key
of Heaven. He opens and bids us enter in with Him, through the rent
veil, His flesh.

THOUGHT: Rock of Ages cleft for me.
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord, for Thy perfect sacrifice.
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THURSDAY, MAY 3
PSALM 72:17-20
REVELATION 3:14-22

Forever True and Faithful.

THE ETERNAL AMEN
The word Amen solemnly confirms that which went before. Our Lord
Jesus is the great Confirmer. His promises are immutable, for ever
confirmed with the everlasting Amen.
To the sinner our Lord says, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt 11:28). If you come to
Him, He will say Amen in your soul. There is no greater comfort than
His word.
In the days of His flesh He said, “The bruised reed I will not break.” O
you poor, broken, bruised heart, if you come to Him, He will say Amen
to you, and that shall be true in your soul as in all those countless
souls which came to Him in bygone years.
The words of Jesus shall stand when heaven and earth shall pass
away. Christian, does it not give you supreme comfort to rest in the
fact that not a word which has gone out of the Saviour’s lips has ever
been retracted? Even if you should get hold of but half a promise, you
will find it true.
Our Lord is Yea and Amen in all His offices. As our High Priest He
cleanses and pardons: He is our Amen. As our King He rules and
reigns over His people, and defends them with His mighty arm. He is
our unchanging Amen King. Ponder and consider our wonderful Lord,
our Heavenly Husband, our faithful Friend who sticks closer than a
brother, our good Shepherd, our Fortress and High Tower, our Peace
and Joy, our all in all. He is our Yea and Amen.

THOUGHT: He cares for me.
PRAYER: Lord, renew my trust in Thee. Amen.
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FRIDAY, MAY 4
PSALM 40:6-8
HEBREWS 2:9-18

Safe for evermore!

DEATH HAS LOST ITS STING
O child of God, death has lost its sting! The devil’s power over it was
destroyed when Jesus tasted death for every man: for He through
death destroyed him that had the power of death, that is, the devil. In
Jesus the fear of death is taken away once and for all. Wherefore, then,
do you fear?
Ask grace from the Comforter to make the Redeemer’s death so real to
you that such knowledge might strengthen you for the dread hour.
Live daily near the cross of Calvary, fix your eyes on the Saviour, see
Him taste death for you, hear Him cry “It is finished”! It is done! It is
done! The price is fully paid. Death is a completely defeated foe.
Then go with the women, and behold the empty tomb. Hear our Lord
say in loving tones, “Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am he that
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and
have the keys of hell and of death” (Rev 1:17-18). Our Lord’s message
has power to strengthen every trusting child of God.
Fear not! In Christ death has lost its sting, the grave its gloom. For
you and me, death is simply Home-going. Think daily of the Home
over there where the Saviour and all the departed saints await our
arrival. Think not of Heaven as a very distant place. It is only “a
thought away,” for to be absent from the body is to be present with the
Lord (2 Cor 5:8).
Amazing assurance of God’s Word!

THOUGHT: In Christ I can smile at death.
PRAYER: Lord, may I live daily in the comfort of Thy resurrection.
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SATURDAY, MAY 5
1 SAMUEL 18:12-17
JUDE 3-7

Earnestly contend for the faith.

FIGHT THE LORD’S BATTLES
God’s elect are engaged in unending warfare with Jesus Christ, the
Captain of their salvation in the lead. As He had said, “Lo! I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world” (Matt 28:20) so His abiding
presence is our daily assurance of success. The battle rages, but let
God’s people stand fast, and let no man’s heart fail him.
The tide of battle is against us, but be of good courage and play the
man. There never was a day when Protestantism seemed to tremble
more than now in the face of a global move to instal the Antichrist to
his ancient seat in Rome. Nevertheless we are not dismayed for “...we
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power
may be of God, and not of us” (2 Cor 4:7). If God be for us, who can be
against us?
We need a bold voice to proclaim the old gospel for which the martyrs
died. Our Saviour is ever with us in the midst of the fight. O my
comrades, be not anxious! Look not at the scene below where the
battle rages enshrouded in smoke and garments rolled in blood. But
lift your eyes yonder where the Saviour pleads our cause, interceding
on our behalf.
Let us fight as if it all depended on us, but let us pray as though it all
depends on Him. You who are lovers of Jesus, do valiantly in this end
time Holy War, for truth and righteousness, for kingdom and crown, for
the Master’s honour! Onward! For the battle is not yours but God’s
and His is the victory!

THOUGHT: With God, no fear!
PRAYER: Lord, keep me always looking unto Jesus.
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LORD’S DAY, MAY 6
JOB 19:25-27
REVELATION 1:7-20

Death has no terrors now!

“I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVETH”
In great sorrow Job found comfort in a little word “my” – “my redeemer.”
The same Redeemer comforted John the apostle on the Isle of Patmos,
saying, “Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, and
was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the
keys of hell and of death” (Rev 1:17-18).
Oh! To have a living Christ as your own, and to enjoy Him. He is as
gold in your purse, ever able to satisfy your needs, to purchase your
salvation. Rest not until by faith you can say, “I have cast myself
upon my living Lord, and He is mine.” Your hold on Christ may seem
feeble; yet remember if you have but faith as a grain of mustard seed
ever so tiny, that little faith suffices. Only look to the Saviour and trust
only in Him.
Again consider Job’s complete confidence expressed in two other
words, “I know.” Many Christians can only say, “I hope so,” but Job
has fully embraced the truth and is fully assured. “I know” drives
away all fear and doubt in moments of sorrow and death. The gates of
hell may assail me, but nothing moves me from my sure knowledge, for
my Jesus lives for me evermore!
The resurrected living Christ says, “Behold, I am alive for evermore ...
and have the keys of hell and of death”! And He is mine! Such
knowledge drives away all gloom; then even the valley of the shadow
holds no fears, and even the night is light about me. Surely if Job, long
ages before our Lord conquered death, could say “I know,” we today
should speak with greater confidence. And because my Redeemer
lives, my tomorrows are filled with hope and joy unspeakable.

THOUGHT: In Christ shall I be made alive.
PRAYER: Fill my heart with Thy own presence, Lord.
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MONDAY, MAY 7
ISAIAH 53:4-12
ROMANS 8:32-39

Grace is God
giving Himself for us...

CHRIST AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD
Once He was despised and rejected of men; now He occupies the
position of the beloved and honoured Son. The right hand of God
signifies majesty and favour. Our Lord Jesus is our representative.
When He died for us, He bore away our burden and we had rest; when
He rose again for us, He gave us liberty; when He sat down at His
Father’s right hand, we too received favour.
The raising and elevation of Christ our Redeemer is the raising and
elevation of us the redeemed people, for He is our Head and
Representative. This sitting at the right hand of God is to be reckoned
as the acceptance of Christ our Surety, and the acceptance of us poor
sinners saved by God’s infinite grace.
O beloved fellow believer, see in this “right hand of God” your sure
freedom from condemnation. With full confidence you may ask, “Who
is he that condemneth?” None! No one shall be able to point a
condemning finger at those who, in Jesus Christ, are seated at the right
hand of God.
The right hand is the place of power. Christ at the right hand of God
hath all power in heaven and in earth. Shielded and protected by our
Captain whom need we be afraid of? O my soul, what can destroy thee
if Omnipotence be thy Helper? If the power of the Almighty cover
thee, what force on earth can touch thee? If Christ be for us, who can
be against us? Praise the Lord, He hath put down all enemies beneath
His feet; sin and death are forever vanquished: in Christ we are at the
right hand of God.

THOUGHT: To be “in Christ” makes all the difference.
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord for accepting me.
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TUESDAY, MAY 8
PSALM 110
ACTS 5:17-33

... and Lordship is our
giving ourselves to Him.

“HIM HATH GOD EXALTED”
Jesus our Lord, once crucified, dead and buried, now sits upon the
throne of glory. The highest place in Heaven is His by undisputed
right. To us who serve Him, remember: the exaltation of Christ is a
representative exaltation. As our Mediator He wears honours which
are the heritage of all who have been saved by His precious blood.
Ponder, reader, and reflect how close is Christ’s union with His dear
people, for we are one with Him; we are members of His body for ever
united with Him. His exaltation is our exaltation. To His faithful followers
He promises, “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in
his throne” (Rev 3:21). Such honour can hardly be imagined, let alone
realized. Yet we know our Lord is the faithful and true Witness.
Our Lord shares His glory with His bride; and who is she but the
Church purchased with His own blood? Look to Jesus! Let your eye
of faith behold Him with many crowns upon His head, resplendent and
glorious. Then think of the promise that “...when he shall appear, we
shall be like him” (1 John 3:2). In a measure, and by His amazing
grace, we shall share in His honour and glory – at His appearing.
Today we live for Him, yea, even suffer for Him, but “...our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor 4:17). Keep looking unto Jesus,
therefore! Soon He will appear to receive us unto Himself, to behold
His glory and share in His exaltation.

THOUGHT: When I see Him, I shall be like Him.
PRAYER: Lord, let me live now for Thee each day.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 9
PSALM 91
HEBREWS 13:5-8

The Lord is my Light
and my Salvation.

“THOU SHALT NOT BE AFRAID”
What are you afraid of, child of God? Unknown fears and dangers may
suddenly descend upon us. It may be the cry of fire, or the noise of
thieves, or some acute sickness or accident. We live in a world of
sorrow and death, and ill winds may blow in the night watches as well
as beneath the dazzle of the midday sun.
Such prospects should not alarm us for we are the special objects of
God’s care. God our Father is with us, and promises to be with us at all
times. See Him as the almighty Watcher, a watchful vigilant Guardian,
a faithful unfailing Friend. Nothing can happen to us without His
knowledge and consent. He who watches over the sparrows, also
watches over us. “Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one
of them shall not fall to the ground without your Father. But the very
hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of
more value than many sparrows” (Matt 10:29-31).
Thank God for our wonderful Redeemer. When we rest in Him we are
saved from the terror by night and the arrow that flieth at noon day.
Not even the pestilence that walketh in darkness, or the destruction
that wasteth at noonday shall harm us (Ps 91:5-6). In our Lord Jesus,
we are saved from all these through His rich mercy. Never, therefore,
give in to foolish fear; for if we do so, we dishonour our Saviour and
cause others to doubt His saving grace. Away, then, with foolish
forebodings and groundless apprehensions. The King of Love our
Shepherd is. He changes not and remains ever close by our side.
What have we to fear?

THOUGHT: More faith less fear, the Lord is near.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to walk close to Thee.
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THURSDAY, MAY 10
PSALM 1
ROMANS 8:35-39

Fight the good fight of faith.

MORE THAN CONQUERORS
How can we overcome some besetting sin or evil habit? Surely it is the
will of God that all His children live holy lives to the glory of the Father.
Recall how we went to Christ for forgiveness, and now do we look to
the Law for power to fight our sins? This is great folly!
Paul thus rebukes us, “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you,
that ye should not obey the truth... This only would I learn of you,
Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of
faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made
perfect by the flesh?” (Gal 3:1-3).
What then must we do? Once again, take our sins to the cross, for the
old man can only be crucified there. We need to be crucified with
Christ. So we take our angry temper to the cross, and beg the Lord,
saying, “I trust Thee to deliver me from it.” There at the cross the
Saviour will deal our bad temper a death blow.
Is it covetousness? Worldliness? Carnality? Sexual sin? Lust of the
flesh? Lust of the eyes? You may struggle against these sins, but by
your own strength your struggling is losing. At the cross let the
Saviour’s precious blood deliver you, and let the old man and its sins
be once for all crucified, put to death.
Make this your prayer: “Lord, these are my sins, I hand them over to
Thee. Save me, Lord!” Looking to the Saviour, by faith let Him help
you. In all these things you will be more than conquerors through Him
who loves you.

THOUGHT: Dead unto sin, alive unto God, through Jesus Christ.
PRAYER: Give me the victory over sin, by faith.
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FRIDAY, MAY 11
EXODUS 12:21-27
REVELATION 5:1-13

The Lamb of God taketh away
the sins of the world.

A LAMB SLAIN
This is an amazing scene from Heaven: our exalted, ascended, risen
Lord appearing in His gory wounds. He is the altogether lovely one,
the fairest of ten thousand; for beauty He is more excellent than the
lily, the rose. But this scene from Heaven reveals to us another aspect
of His surpassing beauty: a Lamb as it had been slain.
To us the redeemed of God, the wounds of Jesus are fairer than all the
splendour and pomp of kings, the thorny crown more glorious than
any imperial diadem. In His humiliation, the soldiers gave Him a sceptre
of reed (Matt 27:29), its glory unexcelled by any sceptre of gold.
The crucified Christ, the Lamb slain, has beauteous attraction and
wondrous power to redeem repentant sinners of every clime and age.
Did He not woo us to look to Him for His perfect atonement? From Him
we received “life for a look.” To Him the Father has given a great
multitude, whom no man can number, who are His because He paid the
price, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is now sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God (Heb 12:2).
“Behold how every wound of His
A precious balm distils,
Which heals the scars that sin had made,
And cures all mortal ills.
Those wounds are mouths that preach His grace;
The ensigns of His love;
The seals of our expected bliss,
In paradise above.”

THOUGHT: Without shedding of blood is no remission of sin.
PRAYER: Wash me in the blood of the Lamb, and I shall be whiter
than snow.
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SATURDAY, MAY 12
NEHEMIAH 9:31-38
HEBREWS 8:10-13

We can never
repay our debt to Him.

A SURE COVENANT
There are many occasions in our experience when we may very rightly,
and with benefit, renew our covenant with God. After recovery from
sickness, when we have had a new term of years added to our life, we
may fitly do it. After deliverance from great trouble, when our joys
blossom anew, let us again renew our consecration. Especially let us
do this after any sin which has grieved the Holy Spirit, or brought
dishonour to our Lord. Let us then plead for the precious blood which
alone can make us whiter than snow, and again renew our covenant
before the Lord.
Then in times of prosperity, no less should we renew our dedication to
God. If we should experience some “crowning mercy” from the Lord,
then surely we ought also to crown anew our God, the Lord of our
lives. In times of prosperity, let us not neglect our God from whom all
blessings flow. Have we lately received some blessing least expected?
Has the Lord enlarged our tent? Has He multiplied mercies to us?
Count your blessings and repay the Giver!
Let God’s grateful people say, “Bind me here, my God; bind me here
with cords of filial love, even for ever.” And while we renew our promises
before God, let us not forget or dishonour old vows made in days gone
by. Let us make with Him a sure covenant, ever remembering the great
and unspeakable debt we owe to Him who loved us and gave Himself
for us.

THOUGHT: I love Him because He first loved me.
PRAYER: Lord, increase my love and zeal for Thy sake.
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LORD’S DAY, MAY 13
SONG OF SOLOMON 2:8-15
PSALM 33

In Jesus, Springtime
is Singtime.

THE FLOWERS APPEAR
Sweet is the season of spring: the cold of winter helps us appreciate
its warmth, and the promise of summer enhances the expectancy. After
long and dreary days, it is delightful to behold again the light of the
Sun of Righteousness. The blooms of spring awaken our slumbering
graces, and our hearts are uplifted by new stirrings of gratitude, more
melodious than the sweet warblings of springtime birds.
Such tokens of our Heavenly Father’s power and lovingkindness must
cause us to seek communion with the Lover of our souls. Let us arise
from our lethargy and draw near to Him in grateful fellowship. Our
Lord Jesus visits us with the warm blossoms of spring, and He is ever
so tender and loving. Times of refreshing ought not to pass over us
unnoticed. When Jesus Himself visits us and tenderly entreats us to
arise, can we refuse His request?
See Him, then, the ever living Christ. He comes to revive us by His
Holy Spirit, to give us newness of life. With Him, let us ascend to the
heavenlies, in close communion with Himself. Let the warmth of His
Spirit dispel the chill in our hearts. May the sweetness of Thy love
draw me close to Thee, O Lover of my soul.
Come, Holy Spirit, renew my soul! Quicken me, restore and revive the
spirit within me. My earnest prayer is to have the first love rekindled in
my heart so that I may experience Thy springtime of heavenly fragrance
and blossoming growth – the new life in the Spirit.

THOUGHT: My Lord is the Light and the Life.
PRAYER: Touch me with the flame of Thy love, O Lord!
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MONDAY, MAY 14
SONG OF SOLOMON 2:1-12
COLOSSIANS 3:12-17

I know that
my Redeemer lives.

“RISE UP AND COME AWAY”
I hear the voice of my Beloved – He calls to me! Winter’s chill is over
and all nature around me is waking, coming to life. He bids me “Rise
up” and leave the deadly slumber and lethargy of the world. My
Beloved is risen, victorious from the grave. He has overcome the king
of terror for me, and you. In Him I have the victory; I am risen with Him.
Why then should I cleave unto the dust?
“Rise up my love ... and come away”! My Beloved bids me leave my
worldly ways, my selfish desires, my lowly pursuits, and rise towards
Him. He exalts me, counts me fair and comely. He calls me “my love.”
How can I linger on among the sons of men and worldly companions?
My beloved calls me to leave everything selfish and sinful, everything
false and hypocritical. Why remain in the wilderness of vanity and
frustration?
But O my Lord, I need Thy help. I am taken among thorns, entangled
and caught. My carnal eyes and ears and desires incline to sin. I am
but a lump of clay fallen in a horrible pit. Except Thou sendest help and
draw me, I lie helpless, unable, undone. O raise me, draw me with Thy
loving arms unto Thyself. Only Thou canst lift me up, out of the miry
pit. Only Thy gracious almighty hands are able to free me from my
worldly bonds. O raise me and draw me, so that I may rise up and come
away, into Thy loving arms. By Thy amazing grace, send forth Thy
Holy Spirit to breathe Thy breath of life into me.
Then I shall rise up and come away to Thee.

THOUGHT: He loves me with an everlasting love.
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord, for everlasting life.
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TUESDAY, MAY 15
PSALM 24
REVELATION 3:20-22

Come in today,
come in to stay.

“I WILL COME IN”
In all the world, there is no offer like this offer. The King of Love and
Lord of Life stands outside your heart’s door and knocks, seeking an
entry. His gracious and gentle voice calls: “If any man hear my voice,
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me.” Are you listening? Do you hear His loving voice?
What is your heart’s desire, your earnest longing? Are you set on
heavenly things and a closer communion with God? Do you aspire to
a deeper knowledge of the height, and depth, and length, and breadth
of the love of God in Christ our Lord? The answer to your quest is the
Lord outside your heart’s door, awaiting your response. Jesus alone
has the answer to your life-long quest. And just as soon as you open
to Him, the King of Glory comes into your life, and He will sup with
you, and you with Him.
Christ, our everlasting Lord, holding communion within your heart,
has the key to all the treasure stores of God. Every treasure chamber of
Heaven will open up all its wealth to the soul that holds close
communion with the Saviour. Fling wide, then, the portals of your
heart, and the King of Glory will come with that love which surpasses
all love – the pure Calvary love. He will come with that joy which alone
can uplift your depressed spirit. He will bring the peace of God which
passeth all understanding.
O listen to His voice, how loving and kind! Only open the door, and
the King of Glory will come in!

THOUGHT: Amazing love beyond compare!
PRAYER: Come into my heart, Lord Jesus.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 16
EXODUS 12:14-17
1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-29

Remembrance is the
hallmark of gratitude.

“THIS DO IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME”
At the Last Supper on the night of His betrayal, our Lord Jesus, with
deep feeling and earnest pleading, instituted the Table of Remembrance,
an ordinance to be observed by His followers “till he come” (1 Cor
11:26). Our Lord, even at that critical final night, was mindful of our
infirmities and feeble memories. He, the all-knowing One, knows us
through and through. He knew that Christians would forget their Christ,
that their memories would prove treacherous and fail them, their
resolutions notwithstanding.
For our sakes then He did what He did. He knew that those who have
been redeemed by the blood of the dying Lamb, and recipients of the
everlasting love of God’s eternal Son, would forget their gracious
Saviour. The fact is we forget Him who never forgets us! We forget
Him who shed His precious blood for our sins, who loves us even unto
death! How can it be, such forgetfulness and ingratitude? Strange,
unbelieveable, but all too true!
Recall the times you forgot your dying Lord Jesus. Some creature
steals away your heart, and you forget Him upon whom your affection
ought to be set. Some earthly business engrosses your attention
when you should fix your eye steadily upon the cross. The incessant
demands of the world, the constant pull of earthly things, takes your
eyes, your heart and mind, from the Crucified Christ. Almost before
you realize, your heart and mind, your affection are overwhelmed by
things of this life. Only a constant, prayerful, daily renewal of your
devotion to Christ, the Lover of your soul, can ward off your frailty of
forgetfulness.

THOUGHT: Daily remembrance is the best prevention.
PRAYER: Lord, remind me, lest I forget.
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THURSDAY, MAY 17
DANIEL 12:1-4
REVELATION16:15-21

Soon the midnight cry.

“BLESSED IS HE THAT WATCHETH”
“Behold, I come as a thief”! The signs of our Lord’s return appear with
increasing frequency and urgency. See them everywhere in the media,
in daily happenings, in momentous global events: only the spiritually
blind do not see. To His people comes our Lord’s warning call. Do you
hear? When He comes, it will be with awesome finality, for history will
come to an end when the Lord of History returns. Before then, wake
up!
“Blessed is he that watcheth”! This is a warning to the Church. The
modern Church, in the twenty-first century, is in deep slumber, as it
were drugged by the sleep of ecumenism and unbelief. Through years
of compromise and ecumenical co-operation, the Church at large has
lost its direction and forsaken the Word. Christendom is not what it
used to be. The Reformation of the sixteenth century has outlived its
usefulness, neutralized by the upsurge of Modern Thought: liberalism,
rationalism, evolutionism, ecumenism, socialism.
A new Evangelicalism has appeared, lulling the rest of Protestantism
into a false sense of security and unholy unity. At last all Christians
are one fold. The “Holy Father” has decreed: “Ut unum sint – That
they all may be one.” Soon all the world will be in: OIKOUMENE, ONE
WORLD, one world of all mankind, united against the Lord.
“Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth
his garments ...” When our Lord comes, may He find you watching,
clothed in His righteous garments, the righteousness of saints (Rev
19:8).

THOUGHT: The Day of our Lord’s return is “even at the doors.”
PRAYER: Lord, keep me faithful and watchful, till that day.
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FRIDAY, MAY 18
PSALM 67
2 CORINTHIANS 3:1-5

He is our all in all.

“GOD, EVEN OUR OWN GOD”
It is strange how little use we make of the spiritual blessings which
God gives us, but it is stranger still how little use we make of God
Himself. Though He is “our own God” (Ps 67:6), we go seldom to Him,
and ask but little of Him. How often we go about our business without
seeking His guidance! In our troubles we strive to bear our burdens
ourselves, instead of casting them upon the Lord. This surely is our
own fault, for did not our Lord say, “Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt 11:28)?
Let us then remind ourselves: God is also our Friend, and He invites us
to come to Him daily. “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.” In
Him we find the answer to every need. Never fear or faint while you
have God to help you. He is a very present help in trouble. He is our
inexhaustible treasure store. He can supply you with all. “... our
sufficiency is of God” (2 Cor 3:5).
Remember His throne of grace is always accessible, open to every
child. Go to Him in prayer. Go to Him often, because He is your God.
Never neglect so great a privilege. Fly to Him, confide in Him, make
known all your wants to Him. Go to Him in faith at all times, in every
thing. For the Lord is a sun and shield. When perplexed for direction,
go to Him. He says, “I will guide thee with mine eye” (Ps 32:8). Child
of God, remember our God is just what you need, and He can do
exceeding abundantly above all that you ask or think (Eph 3:20).

THOUGHT: Is any thing too hard for the Lord?
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord, for being my God.
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SATURDAY, MAY 19
PSALM 119:49-56
2 CORINTHIANS 1: 20-24

God’s Word never fails.

THE PROMISES OF GOD
Whatever your need, you may readily find some promise in the Bible
suited to it. Are you weary, faint and feeble because your way is
rough? God’s Word says, “He giveth power to the faint” (Isa 40:29).
When you read such a promise, take it to the Lord and ask Him to fulfil
His own word.
Are you seeking after Christ, and thirsting for a closer communion
with Him? “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Matt 5:6). Take this promise
to the throne of grace and daily plead it before the Lord. Are you
distressed because of sin already confessed and repented of? The
Word of God says, “I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy
transgressions...and will not remember thy sins” (Isa 43:25).
Before God we have no merit of our own to plead His pardon. Let us
cling on to His promises written in His Book, and He will honour them.
Are you afraid lest you should not be able to endure to the end in your
Christian walk of faith? God’s Word says, “...the mountains shall
depart, and the hills be removed; but ... neither shall the covenant of
my peace be removed ...” (Isa 54:10).
Have you lost the sweetness of the Saviour’s presence, and are seeking
Him with a sorrowful heart? Remember His promises: “... Return unto
me, and I will return unto you ...” (Mal 3:7); “For a small moment have
I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee” (Isa 54:7).
Finally recall the Psalmist’s words: “Remember the word unto thy
servant, upon which thou hast caused me to hope” (Ps 119:49).

THOUGHT: All the promises of God in Christ are Yea and Amen.
PRAYER: Lord, teach me to rest upon Thy promises.
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LORD’S DAY, MAY 20
EZEKIEL 3:1-11
2 CORINTHIANS 3:3

There is power in the
blood of the Lamb.

IMPUDENT AND HARDHEARTED
“All the house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted.” Are there no
exceptions? No, not one. Even Israel, the favoured race, is thus
described. What then must the rest be? The accusation is universal
and that includes even the best among us: we are all guilty before God.
Let us consider the charges.
The just charge is impudence, or hardness of forehead, a want of holy
shame, a brazen boldness in evil. Before my conversion, I could sin
and feel no pang of conscience, no inward humiliation or sense of
shame. For an unrepentant sinner to go to God’s House and pretend to
worship is brazen-facedness of the worst kind.
But, alas! Even after my new birth, I have doubted my Lord to His face,
murmured in His presence, worshipped in a slovenly manner, and sinned
without remorse or shedding tears of sorrow. Woe is me, for I am one
of the impudent ones in Israel.
The second charge is hardheartedness. Once I had a heart of stone,
and although through grace I now am given a new heart of flesh,
nevertheless, much of my former hardness of heart remains. The death
of my Lord does not move me; neither the ruin of my unsaved fellowmen
or the wickedness of the times.
What then must we do? Blessed be the name of the Lord, our soul’s
disease is not incurable. The Saviour comes to our rescue: His precious
blood is the universal cleanser. It suffices for my cleansing, and for the
softening of my hardened heart. Come to Calvary’s Fountain for His
blood has wondrous power.

THOUGHT: The love of God can melt the heart of stone.
PRAYER: Lord crucified, give me a heart like Thine.
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MONDAY, MAY 21
JEREMIAH 17:12-17
HEBREWS 13:5-6

In Christ is everlasting hope.

“THOU ART MY HOPE”
The path of the Christian is not always bright; there are seasons of
darkness and storm. He is promised “ways of pleasantness” and “paths
of peace” (Prov 3:17) and his course “...as the shining light, that
shineth more and more unto the perfect day” (Prov 4:18). But at times
that light is eclipsed, and clouds cover the believer’s sun and the
scene becomes darkened. Such is the Christian’s experience.
There are many who have rejoiced in the presence of God for a season;
the sun shines brightly in the early stages of their Christian life. As it
were, they walked along green pastures and beside still waters. But
suddenly they have left the Land of Goshen and are treading the
wilderness of Sinai. Suddenly difficulties and troubles abound and
they say, “Surely, if I were a child of God, this would not happen to
me!”
Oh, say not so, thou who art walking in darkness, or going through the
rough and hostile wilderness. The best of God’s people must taste the
bitter herbs; the dearest of God’s children must bear the cross.
Prosperity on this side of eternity is never long lasting. Good days are
not for always. The Lord sent you fair weather when you were young
and timid. The rougher weather is for your testing and maturing, for
God’s full-grown children. We need winds and tempests to exercise
our faith, to turn our eyes to the Saviour, to strengthen our confidence
in Him.
Every child of God must rest in the Lord: “... thou art my hope in the
day of evil” (Jer 17:17).

THOUGHT: He hath said, “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”
PRAYER: My soul waiteth upon the Lord my God.
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TUESDAY, MAY 22
PSALM 149
MATTHEW 6:25-34

Love is the root,
obedience the fruit.

THE FATHER’S LOVE
How complete and all-embracing is the love of Jesus! There is no part
of our interests which He does not consider, and there is nothing
which concerns our welfare which is not important to Him. He not only
thinks of you as an immortal being, but as a mortal being too. The very
hairs of your head are all numbered! What comfort and assurance to
know that our gracious Lord cares about our meaner affairs.
The breadth of His love is such that we may go to Him in all matters.
God’s Word tells us: in all our afflictions He is afflicted. Like as a father
pitieth his children, so does our Father in Heaven pity us who fear Him.
The meanest and lowliest interests of all His saints have a place in the
large heart of God the Son. Let us learn to appreciate Him whose care
of persons extends to their innumerable and seemingly trivial concerns.
O who among us can measure the love of Christ? Think! His love has
brought us unspeakable blessings of justification, adoption,
sanctification, eternal life. The riches of His goodness are unsearchable;
you will never be able to tell them out or even conceive them. O the
breadth of the love of Christ! Shall such love as His have half our
hearts? Or a cold love in return? Or only faint response and tardy
acknowledgment?
O my soul, tune thy harp and offer a glad song of thanksgiving! Let
every filial child sing a new song of everlasting praise unto the God of
our salvation!

THOUGHT: I have been adopted into God’s family.
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, may I love Thee more and more.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
NUMBERS 14:1-10
1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-10

Our Father knows best.

ALL ISRAEL MURMURED
There are murmurers amongst Christians now, as there were murmurers
in the camp of Israel of old. There are those who cry out when afflicted,
“What have I done to be chastened in this manner?” O murmurer, why
shouldst thou murmur against the hand of thy heavenly Father? Do
you think His treatment is more than you deserve? Consider the
largeness of His pardon. Surely, if He in His wisdom sees fit now to
chasten thee, thou shouldst not complain. Do you consider the
corruption in your breast which needs the chastening rod to purge it
out? Endure the fiery trial of testing and you will come forth as gold!
The murmuring spirit proves that the heart within is not fully sanctified.
Those murmuring words are contrary to the holy submissive nature of
God’s child. But if you continue to murmur, take heed, for it will go
hard with murmurers. God chastises twice if His children will not bear
the first stroke patiently. The Father is never wrong or unjust. “For he
doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men” (Lam 3:33).
His corrections are sent in love, to purify and draw you closer to
Himself.
Recognize the Father’s loving hand and bear His correction patiently.
“For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as
with sons... Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous,
but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby” (Heb 12:6-7,
11).

THOUGHT: The Father deals with me as His child.
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Father, for Thy rod of chastening.
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THURSDAY, MAY 24
PSALM 139
1 PETER 2:1-10

Divine omniscience comforts.

“HOW PRECIOUS ARE THY THOUGHTS!”
God’s thoughts overflow with consolation to every true child, for God
thinks of us with tender loving thoughts. He is always thinking of us;
He has us always before His eyes. This is a wonderful comfort, for it
would be dreadful to be removed even for a moment from His paternal
observation. His thoughts toward us are always benevolent, prudent
and profound, and they bring to us countless benefits: hence it is the
utmost delight to think on them. Do you?
Ponder and recall how the Lord thought and ordered our election, and
included us in the covenant of grace to secure our salvation. He
continues to think upon us: hence our final perseverance by which we
shall be brought safely to our final rest. In all our wanderings His
eternal eye watches over us, wherever we may roam. In all our sorrows
no tear or sigh escapes His notice. All our toils and struggles are
known to Him. The thoughts of our Father in Heaven encompass all
our paths, reaching even the remotest seclusion.
Dear reader, let us say with the Psalmist, “How precious also are thy
thoughts unto me, O God!” Thank Him for His moment-by-moment
concern and watchcare. Never be swayed by those who preach an
impersonal God, and trust in self-existent matter. Away with such folly!
Our God ever liveth and thinketh upon us: this truth grows more
precious with the days. We too must think on Him, and in Him rejoice
ever more.

THOUGHT: “My thoughts are not your thoughts.”
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord, for including me.
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FRIDAY, MAY 25
SONG OF SOLOMON 5:10-16
MATTHEW 27:27-31

They spat on Him.

HIS CHEEKS ... AS SWEET FLOWERS
I invite you to join me in contemplation of our Saviour, the altogether
Lovely One. The spring flowers which by divine wisdom He made are
in full bloom. God’s garden is “a bed of spices” and has “sweet flowers”
filling the air with rare perfume which draw us with a strange and warm
affection to the Creator Christ. In Him we find all fragrance and
loveliness, unspeakable and tender.
But think of Him, the altogether Lovely One, led as a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He opened
not His mouth. On His divine head was thrust a crown of cruel thorns.
His lovely cheeks they defiled with spittle, and with the reed they
smote Him on the head.
O Son of God, my Substitute and Saviour dear, Thou didst not shrink
from shame and spitting. O Jesus Lord, Thou stood there in my place,
taking my punishment. Thy cheeks were lined with grief, stained
bloody-crimson from Thy thorn-crowned brow. Such marks of love
exceed all the fragrance of pillars of perfume from beds of spices and
bouquets of sweet flowers.
O divine cheeks of the Son of God, the fairest of ten thousand, I see
Thy lovely face and divine cheeks. To me Thou art the fairest of fair
ones, sweeter than any flower, the lily, the rose. Thou art exceeding
precious, for Thou hast borne our griefs and carried our sorrows, and
with Thy stripes we are healed. Lead me, dear Lord, to Calvary and
there to gaze upon the love of God outpoured for me – and ponder –
“His cheeks ... as sweet flowers.”

THOUGHT: Our Lord is altogether lovely.
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord, for bearing my punishment.
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SATURDAY, MAY 26
SONG OF SOLOMON 2:1-10
2 CORINTHIANS 8:9

No sweeter scent
than Jesus’ name!

THE ROSE OF SHARON
Of all the beautiful garden blooms on earth, the rose is queen both for
beauty and fragrance. Of all the roses that bloom, none excels the
Rose of Sharon: it is the rarest and sweetest – incomparable for its
exquisite charm and scent. How we all would fall in love with this, the
best of God’s garden!
“I am the rose of Sharon.” The rarest and best, the sweetest and
loveliest, beyond compare! Think on these words. Do you know Him,
gentle Jesus, meek and mild, came to earth a little child? There before
His mockers rude, in my place the Lord He stood. But He is the Rose of
Sharon, God’s best, God’s best to us, His unspeakable gift.
Think on this: that God “spared not his own Son, but delivered him
up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”
(Rom 8:32). God spared not His Son, His Best, the Rose of Sharon.
Gaze upon Him, the Rose of Sharon! No bloom is more delightful, no
scent more fragrant and refreshing. So is our Lord Jesus in the realm of
the spirit.
Only Jesus satisfies our soul’s deepest longing. Take time to think,
ponder, and meditate on His Person: the sweetness of His fellowship,
the tenderness of His grace. Only Jesus satisfies our highest aspiration.
In Jesus all our yearnings and desires are completely and eternally
satisfied. To us poor mortals of finite mind, how can we appreciate the
infinite beauty and grace of our Lord?
He says, “I am the rose of Sharon.”

THOUGHT: “Jesus the very thought of Thee, with sweetness fills my
breast.”
PRAYER: O, Lord, teach me to appreciate Thee more!
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LORD’S DAY, MAY 27
1 KINGS 19:1-8
JOHN 17:14-18

There is joy in service.

GOD WILLS – WE WORK
It is a sweet and blessed event, going Home to be with our Lord. In
time, more or less, Christian soldiers now fighting the good fight of
faith will have done with the conflict, and answer the call, to enter into
the joy of the Lord. Until then, the warfare rages, the work goes on,
and God’s people are to keep busy for Him.
Yet how frequently does the weary pilgrim fighter pray thus: “O that I
had wings like a dove! For then would I fly away and be at rest.” Even
Elijah, the mighty man of God, sorely distressed sitting under a juniper
tree pleaded, “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life ...”
But Christ does not pray like that. He prayed, “I pray not that thou
shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep
them from the evil.” The Lord has a plan and much unfinished work to
be done. Perishing souls in a dying world await our word of life. To
abide in the flesh is needful for others, even if we might think “Heaven
is better.”
Today let us join our Lord in His prayer. Surely His is the perfect plea,
not for us to be taken out of the world, but that the Father should keep
us from the wiles of the evil one. No doubt to be with the Lord is far
better, but the time is not yet. Think not of self, but think on the Lord
and His prayer. Then draw strength from Him, and get on with the
work.
For this is the Father’s will.

THOUGHT: Work, for the night is coming.
PRAYER: Lord, keep me busy for Thee till that day!
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MONDAY, MAY 28
GENESIS 12:1-2
HEBREWS 11:8-16

Faith is the victory.

“THESE ALL DIED IN FAITH”
“These all died in faith” is said of all those blessed saints who fell
asleep through the ages of time, before the coming of our Lord. It
matters little how they died, whether of old age, or by violent means; in
one thing they all agree, and the most important: They all died in faith.
In faith, by faith, they lived. By faith they received comfort, direction,
and support through their earthly sojourn. And in the same spiritual
grace they died. Whether in life or in death, the same faith saw them
through. Faith to them was precious, as it is to us who believe. Faith
is precious to live by as it is to die by. O precious faith!
Dying in faith touches the past. They believed the promises which
were given in the past by which they were assured of God’s mercies.
Dying in faith has to do with the present. Living saints are confident
of their acceptance with God, savouring daily tokens of God’s love,
and resting daily in His faithfulness.
Dying in faith looks to the future. They fell asleep in full assurance
that their Redeemer would surely come for them, and that when He
should appear in the clouds of heaven, they would rise from their
graves with renewed bodies, gloriously transformed, to behold Him,
their blessed Lord. To them the pains of death were but the birthpangs to a better state.
Until then, in Christ, let us all live by faith.

THOUGHT: By faith I live, by faith I die.
PRAYER: Lord, teach me to pray in faith.
59

TUESDAY, MAY 29
JOSHUA 1:6-8
JOHN 16:24-33

Our Lord is able.

“YE SHALL HAVE TRIBULATION”
Hear the voice of the Saviour: “In the world ye shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” This is the promise
of God. Why is this so? The reasons are visible by faith: the look of
faith is upward.
Look upward to thy heavenly Father, and behold Him pure and holy.
The prospect is, one day we shall be like Him, conformed to His image.
This requires much refining in the furnace of affliction where corruptions
and impurities are removed to make way for perfection. We are to be
perfect even as our Father which is in heaven is perfect.
Next, turn thine eye downward and there in the lower regions we see an
old foe: he is not happy because our Lord has plucked us from his
grasp. He goes about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.
How he would want to get us back under his dominion again. He does
not give up easily, and is ever ready to give us trouble.
Then look around us, and we see “enemy territory,” the “world at
large.” Believers are “pilgrims and strangers and sojourners” passing
through; the world is not our friend. Watch out! He who is a friend of
the world is the enemy of God. Enemy agents abound on everywhere.
Finally look within ourselves, and see if the enemy has sown “evil
fruits” in our hearts. Sin and self are deadly to our spiritual welfare.
They lurk oftimes in the dark recesses of the heart, waiting to burst
forth and stumble us and create trouble for us. Then look to the Saviour:
He is a very present help in trouble.

THOUGHT: Come trial, come tribulation – the Lord is my help.
PRAYER: Lord, keep me stedfast through every tribulation.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 30
PSALM 46
HEBREWS 13:5-8

Look always to Jesus.

“A VERY PRESENT HELP”
Psalm 46 has special meaning to God’s people in times of great turmoil
and war. During World War II, we practically lived through the months
of air raids and bombings with this Psalm, reading, reciting and singing
the words of divine promise a thousand times. Covenant blessings are
meant for God’s people to appropriate at all times. Our Lord Jesus, the
Author of every blessing, is our very present help. We forget Him to
our own loss.
Dear anxious reader, when trouble visits, tell it to Him. He has a
sympathizing heart that knows all our griefs and sorrows. In Him we
have comfort and relief, even the peace which passeth all understanding.
Better than any earthly friend, He is our Best Friend, an high priest
who is sensitive to the feeling of our infirmities. He knows all our
weaknesses.
Are you burdened with this day’s sins? With Him is a fountain filled
with blood “drawn from Emmanuel’s veins.” Come to Him and let Him
cleanse all its stains and guilt away. The pardoning grace of Jesus is
never exhausted, the precious fountain never drained dry. Do you
deplore your weakness? He is your strength to overcome every
temptation: only look to Him, always.
Remember this day, and every day of this life: our Lord is a very
present help. Go often to Him, and draw from His abundance, for
realise this, you are “joint-heirs” (Rom 8:7) with Him according to
God’s promise. May you prove Him, receive from Him new blessings
everyday, casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you.

THOUGHT: God’s mercy knows no limit.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee for being my Friend.
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THURSDAY, MAY 31
JEREMIAH 16:16-20
REVELATION 22:12-15

God hates idolatry.

“WITHOUT ARE IDOLATERS”
The great abomination of ancient Israel was idolatry. Even while Moses
delayed to come down from Mt Sinai where he had gone to receive the
tables of the Law from the Lord, the children of Israel demanded of
Aaron to make gods “which shall go before us” instead of the Lord.
With the memory of God’s miracle of deliverance from Egypt, and
through the Red Sea, still fresh in their minds, the people turned to
serve a molten calf, saying, “These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought
thee up out of the land of Egypt” (Exod 32:4).
Idols exist in many forms. It may come as “self worship,” or worship of
a person, a special son or daughter, or some object of devotion. These
ensnare with seductive power, even as others are bewitched with images
of stone, wood and gold. Whether the idol be of flesh and blood, or
wood and metal, the sin is the same. Our God is a jealous God and He
gives His glory to none. It is greatest folly for any man or woman to
serve some object made with hands rather than the one living and true
God.
Today the veneration of images sweeps through Christendom and the
entire world. “Holy idols” and “holy images” are worshipped by literally
billions on this globe. The twenty-first century gospel of the
Ecumenical church affirms that idol worshippers equally have a place
in God’s Heaven. But this is “another gospel” (2 Cor 11:4), not the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s Word is beyond doubt.
Revelation 21:8 and 22:15 declare: idolaters will not be admitted!

THOUGHT: Idolaters will have their part in the lake of fire.
PRAYER: Lord, help me to warn idolaters before it is too late.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 1
ISAIAH 1:18-20
1 PETER 1:14-25

Born twice, die once.

“BEING BORN AGAIN”
The term “born again,” more than any other, is misunderstood,
misinterpreted and misused everywhere. Millions of “Christians” either
are told, or tell themselves, and announce to the world, that they are
“born again,” who know nothing of the regenerating work of God’s
Spirit, who are strangers to the saving grace of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, and who are far from the Kingdom of God.
In today’s reading, we want to define simply and clearly in terms easily
understood, so that some reader, perchance may be delivered from the
power of darkness into the kingdom of God’s dear Son. The best known
Bible text for our purpose is John 3:5-7. Our Lord spoke words of
timeless worth to Nicodemus: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee,
Ye must be born again.”
To be born again is to receive the life of God, a miraculous and
supernatural process by the working of the Holy Spirit in the heart of
the person who believes in Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son.
John 3:14-16 further makes it clear that a look of faith at the Saviour on
the cross, with a total heart commitment to Christ, to the exclusion of all
other ways of salvation, causes a person to be the recipient of a new
life from God – a spiritual life. Titus 3:5 says that it is “... according to
his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing
of the Holy Ghost.”

THOUGHT: “Not by works of righteousness which we have done.”
PRAYER: I thank Thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, for imparting Thy life to
me.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 2
LEVITICUS 26:3-13
2 CORINTHIANS 6:14-18

Thomas said,
“My Lord and my God.”

“MY PEOPLE”
No title is so sweet as this, “my people,” by which Almighty God
addresses a particular group of mankind. The whole world is God’s,
even the whole creation is the Lord’s. He owns everything and
everybody. But out of all humanity, He hath chosen, purchased to
Himself, a special people, “my people.” While all people in general are
“His people” by virtue of the “creation,” this particular group are His
by virtue of “purchase.”
This group “my people” are of special worth to God, forasmuch as
they were redeemed, not “with corruptible things as silver and gold,
but with the precious blood of Christ ...” (1 Pet 1:18-19). These have
been bought with a price, even the blood of God’s own Son. Therefore
they are extra precious to Him. So the Apostle Peter says, “But ye are
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called
you out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Pet 2:9).
“My people” has the idea of ownership. We His people belong to the
Lord who bought us with a great price: we are not our own, but we are
God’s. Therefore we ought to glorify God in our body, and in our spirit,
which are God’s (1 Cor 6:19-20). “My people,” we who belong to God,
let us treasure that royal heritage, and daily let us delight in the hallowed
fellowship which is our peculiar privilege. For this eternal blessedness
we cannot thank Him enough. But we can magnify the Saviour through
our holy living.

THOUGHT: God’s people must keep separate, “holy unto God.”
PRAYER: My Lord and my God, keep me true and faithful.
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LORD’S DAY, JUNE 3
PROVERBS 16:18-22
JAMES 3:17-18

Wisdom is more
precious than rubies.

WISDOM
Wisdom is man’s true strength. Under its guidance, he best
accomplishes his life purpose. Wise handling of a matter gives the
richest satisfaction, and presents the noblest exercise of his powers.
Without wisdom, man is as the wild ass’s colt, running wildly, wasting
strength in purposeless effort.
Wisdom is the compass by which man steers across the uncharted
seas of life. Without it, he is driven on at the mercy of wind and wave.
In a world of hidden pitfalls, a man must be prudent or he will fall into
endless snares. Travelling through a robber-infested wilderness,
nothing less than wisdom and caution can ensure a safe passage. We
have a Great Teacher. If we follow His leading, we shall come to no
harm in this dark and hostile world.
To humble souls the voice of wisdom speaks. The Lord of life has
revealed the dark secret, the way of true wisdom: “...whoso trusteth in
the LORD, happy is he.” The true way to handle a matter wisely is to
trust in the Lord. Such wisdom comes not but by prayer. “If any of you
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally ...
and it shall be given him” (James 1:5). God’s wisdom is from above,
and is pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to be intreated, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy (James 3:17).
And where is this “wisdom from above” to be found? Just where you
are, where the situation demands it – at God’s throne of grace.

THOUGHT: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
PRAYER: Lord, send me that wisdom from above.
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MONDAY, JUNE 4
PSALM 90:1-6
1 JOHN 4:9-16

By faith we receive.

WE DWELL IN HIM
You need a house for your soul: this is every man’s greatest need. It
is “on offer” from the Lord of life. You cannot find it anywhere, neither
can you buy it as you might buy any other house. Only Christ our
Lord invites you to come to Him and buy “without money and without
price.”
Coming to Him and acknowledging your poverty is the first step. He
says, “Come and buy of me, without money and without price.” By
faith come to Jesus with your sins and soul’s disease. Hand over
these to Him in exchange for the soul’s dwelling place. Take Jesus at
His word, receive Him as your Saviour and Lord, and commit your
lifelong service to Him. In return He gives you the house you need.
See this house is fully furnished with all that your soul should ever
need. It is filled with riches more than you can ever spend. Here you
will have intimate sweet communion with the Lord, and feast at His
table furnished with food for everlasting years. Here you find that
which satisfies for evermore – rest in Jesus. Will you have this house?
It is yours – by faith. All who have come to Jesus have not been
disappointed. All can say, “We dwell in Him” (1 John 4:13).
David the Psalmist wrote: “One thing have I desired of the LORD, that
will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days
of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his
temple” (Ps 27:4). He is our everlasting dwelling place.

THOUGHT: Soon – forever with the Lord.
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord, for taking me in.
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TUESDAY, JUNE 5
JOB 14:1-16
ROMANS 8:18-23

Our light affliction is
for a moment.

OUR APPOINTED TIME ON EARTH
Our sojourn on earth makes heaven more heavenly. Nothing makes
rest so sweet as toil; nothing makes heaven’s security so pleasant as
earth’s alarms. The soldier’s battered armour and battle scars will render
more illustrious his victory above. How welcome will be the seats “in
the heavenly places” above to those who have won hard-fought
victories on earth below.
Our Lord Himself was baptized with the baptism of suffering before His
exaltation. Should not we also taste the bitter cup to prepare us for the
fellowship with Him? Fellowship with Christ our Lord is so honourable
that no trial on earth is too high a price to pay. For “...the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which
shall be revealed in us” (Rom 8:18).
Heaven is the just reward for God’s servants on earth: the Lord of
heaven has work for each of us. Benighted souls in the wilderness of
sin long for God’s light. Who but we who are “the light of the world”
(Matt 5:14) can give them the light? Our earthly sojourn is for God’s
glory. Faithful servants whose work is completed are gathered by Him
to be jewels in the crown of the King. We are God’s workmanship: He
is glorified in all our affliction.
When we remember all this, should we not gladly bear our trials with
patience, rejoicing that we are counted worthy to add to our Saviour’s
glory? Let us therefore not be weary in well doing, for in due time we
shall win our rest with exceeding joy.

THOUGHT: Tribulation before glorification.
PRAYER: Lord crucified, give me a heart like Thine.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6
ISAIAH 53:4-5
MATTHEW 12:9-15

Beware of the
Healing Epidemic.

HE HEALED THEM ALL
What a great number of horrible sicknesses must have been laid at the
Master’s feet, to come under His compassionate gaze! Yet we do not
read of them; but what was recorded in the Gospels makes us marvel
exceedingly. Think of the rotting ulcers and putrefying sores, the
raging fevers and violent madness, the tumours and growths, and
infections of every sort.
Every human malady and sickness yielded to the power of His Word,
and dissolved at His touch: every one, instantly, perfectly. Every
healing was visible and undeniable. Read the Gospel records. Over
and over, the faithful eye witness accounts of Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John tell one story: Jesus “healed all that were sick,” “healing
every sickness and every disease,” and “he healed them all” (Matt
8:16; 9:35; 12:15).
Our Lord healed in order that men of faith might believe that “...the
kingdom of God is come...” (Matt 12:28).
Today, a massive global “Faith Healing Ministry” widely advertised
and publicised as “Miracle Healings, Signs and Wonders” movement
is sweeping the world like a plague. Operating under the general
sponsorship of the Charismatic Movement, it is deceiving the
unsuspecting and undiscerning masses with a hyped up stage show
rigged with counterfeit healers, miracle workers, spectacular stunts of
“swooning and slaying” and fraudulent claims of fabricated cures of
every deceitful description.
The fact is: our Lord warned of all this. The signs and wonders are so
convincing they would almost deceive the very elect (Matt 24:24).

THOUGHT: If the healing were genuine, why not do it in the cancer
ward?
PRAYER: O Lord, save me from Satan’s deception.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 7
2 KINGS 5:1-14
JOHN 5:1-9

Beware of the
“angel of light.”

MORE ON HEALING
Ponder again the healing wrought by our Lord on a man paralysed
thirty-eight years. At His word, “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk,” the
impotent man “immediately...was made whole, and took up his bed,
and walked...”
Why did our Lord perform miracles such as this? The Word of God
gives answer. “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence
of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing ye might have life through his name” (John 20:3031).
Question: Is it necessary for Christians today to do the same, that men
may believe on Jesus for salvation? Answer: Miracles of healing had
their timing and purpose. Performed by our Lord, they authenticated
His deity and ministry. Performed by the apostolic band, they
authenticated their Gospel preaching and writing for the establishment
of the infant Church. That timing and purpose no longer prevail today.
Our Lord has ordained: we are to preach the Gospel, baptize the
believers, and extend the Kingdom.
Men need to be saved – by faith in the Lord. And, “...faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom 10:17).
Today’s staged “miracles and healings” have caused a breakthrough
in “ecumenical reunion and reconciliation” of Christendom.
Protestants, Evangelicals, “Christians,” are joining hands with
Catholics, preparing for the formation of the One World Church,
OIKOUMENE – ONE WORLD; Satan’s end time masterpiece of
deception.

THOUGHT: Wherefore come out from among them.
PRAYER: Open my eyes, Lord, and keep them open.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 8
2 KINGS 4:18-37
JOHN 5:8-18

In Christ,
death is but a door.

THE FINAL HEALING
Astounding miracle, amazing restoration after thirty-eight mournful
despairing years! All thanks to the Lord Creator! This and other
thousands healed by Jesus enjoyed their newfound health for a time,
but did not “live happily ever after.” All, without exception, lived to
fall ill and die another day. Such is the sad tale of man.
Why, then, do we seek healing when the relief is only for a time?
Simply because wisdom and the life instinct demand it. So we seek
health and healing, and every sickness can be healed, more or less,
except the final one. Then, no one is healed. No, not even doctors and
the strongest!
The lesson which we all need to learn and accept is this: all healing is
only “for a time,” temporary. Sooner or later, the dying process gains
the upper hand and health and life fall victim to the serpent’s sting.
True healing is to conquer death. This is man’s perennial quest, ever
since the Fall. How can man overcome death? Health clubs, the magic
“Elixir of Life,” multivitamins, latest of medical advance – all of these
merely scratch the surface of the mountainous problem. Until man
comes to Mount Calvary and gaze upon the King of Life opening a
“Fountain filled with blood,” life-giving blood of the Son of God, man
has no hope, no life. Christ alone is the Final Healing.
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive” (1
Cor 15:22). In Christ, you are made alive for evermore.

THOUGHT: In Christ, death loses its sting.
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord, for victory over death through faith in
Christ.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 9
PSALM 73:25-28
EPHESIANS 1:3-12

Cross before crown.

ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN CHRIST
All the spiritual blessings of the past, the present, and the future, flow
from Christ to us, His people. In the mysterious past, God the Father
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world. From eternity
past, Jesus was His Father’s only begotten and well beloved Son. In
the riches of His grace, He has elevated us to sonship by adoption and
regeneration. To us gave He “power to become the sons of God”
(John 1:12).
Confirmed by oath, He gave us the “eternal covenant” for our strong
consolation and everlasting security. By His predestinating wisdom
and omnipotent decrees, the eye of the Lord Jesus was ever fixed upon
us. We may rest assured that in the fluctuations of destiny nothing
works against the interests of God’s redeemed. We are inseparably
bound, yea betrothed, to the Prince of Glory and even now the sacred
marriage supper of the Lamb awaits our partaking.
But consider the unspeakable price paid by Christ to secure “all
spiritual blessings” (Eph 1:3) for us. By His amazing condescension
and humiliation, He took on flesh and blood, being made of a woman,
to endure the bloody sweat and cruel scourge. “...he humbled himself
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name
which is above every name” (Phil 2:8-9).
Today He is set on high at God’s right hand. The suffering servant is
also the exalted Lord, our Redeemer, Mediator, and coming King. In
Him we have all spiritual blessings.

THOUGHT: In Him I have endless hope.
PRAYER: Lord, I thank Thee that Thy suffering became my blessing.
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LORD’S DAY, JUNE 10
SONG OF SOLOMON 7:10-13
1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12

Occupy till I come!

LABOURING NIGHT AND DAY
God’s Kingdom needs workers! It is blessed labouring together for
God when Jesus is at our side. It is the blessing of God’s people to
keep busy for Him. The harvest is plenteous, but the labourers are few.
Pray therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He would send forth
labourers into His harvest. Pray for yourself: “Lord, here am I: use
me.”
The Church well nurtured is a working community. There is no greater
honour than to be in His service, for those who serve Him are labourers
together with God. Yet not all in the Church are engaged in the Father’s
business. Some imagine that service and fellowship cannot go together.
How wrong they are! Working as a team in the Lord’s vineyard equals
sweet fellowship with the Master. If we walk in the light as He is in the
light, and if we work in the light one with another, then we have
fellowship one with another, and our fellowship is also with the Father.
Mary was not praised for sitting idly, but for sitting at Jesus’ feet. This
in itself is holy activity and acceptable service for Jesus. Service for
the Lord takes many forms, and every form of service becomes a
blessing to those so engaged. Paul, in closest fellowship with the
Lord, laboured night and day for the Gospel’s sake. To us he says,
“Follow me even as I follow Christ.” Those who have most fellowship
with Christ the Lord are not hermits or indolent Christians, but earnest
workers, tireless labourers, toiling for Jesus. In their toil, they have
Him by their side, for truly they are labourers together with God.

THOUGHT: The more I serve, the more I fellowship.
PRAYER: Use me in Thy work, O Lord.
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MONDAY, JUNE 11
JOB 19:25-27
1 CORINTHIANS 15:19-26

Because He lives
we shall live also.

CHRIST RISEN FROM THE DEAD
The Christian faith rests upon this one fact, that “Christ is risen from
the dead.” As the Apostle Paul says, “And if Christ be not raised,
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins” (1 Cor 15:17). Every vital
doctrine of Christianity finds its support in this one EVENT.
The divinity of Christ finds its surest proof in His resurrection, for He
was declared to be “the Son of God with power, according to the
spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead” (Rom 1:4). His
Deity would fall flat if Christ had remained in the grave.
Christ’s sovereignty depends upon His resurrection, “For to this end
Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of
the dead and living” (Rom 14:9). Our justification would be empty if
Christ had not conquered death for us, for the Scripture says, He “was
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification”
(Rom 4:25).
Our very regeneration is dependent on His resurrection, for we are
“begotten...again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead” (1 Pet 1:3). And, most certainly, our ultimate resurrection
rests here, for, “if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken
your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you” (Rom 8:11).
But the adversary hates this vital doctrine for it spells his ultimate
doom and destruction. Therefore he attacks it through corrupt preachers
preaching from corrupt modern English versions of the Bible such as
the NIV and RSV.

THOUGHT: The NIV (the “best seller”) attacks every vital doctrine.
PRAYER: Lord, give me spiritual discernment to know truth from error.
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TUESDAY, JUNE 12
ISAIAH 7:14; 9:6-7
JOHN 1:1-14

God’s Truth changes not.

THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER
The “only begotten” (John 1:14) of the Father embodies a vital central
doctrine concerning the supernatural divine origin of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The Greek “monogenes” refers to our Lord’s eternal Sonship
(“eternally begotten” of the Father). Long before man was created,
our Lord was. To the unbelieving Jews, our Lord said, “Before Abraham
was, I am” (John 8:58).
In John 1:14 and 3:16, “only begotten” declares that our Lord Jesus
Christ had a divine origin (without beginning, without a human father),
being born of a virgin. In two modern English versions this vital doctrine
is attacked: in the New English Bible (NEB) “only begotten Son,” is
rendered “only Son;” in the New International Version (NIV) it is “one
and only Son.” Both versions are unfaithful in their rendering, removing
the expression “only begotten Son,” thus destroying our Lord Jesus’
eternal Sonship, and reducing Him to a mere man. (Both NEB and NIV
also attack our Lord’s Virgin Birth).
Satan is vicious, cunning, and very crafty. His master strategy is to
pervert the Word of God through Modern English Versions. Since he
had no way to manipulate the translation of the King James Bible
(1611), all the translators being faithful godly men (in the days before
the advent of Modern Thought), he bided his time until the last 150
years. Riding a rising wave of liberalism, modernism, evolutionism,
Romanism and ecumenism, Satan planted his agents as translators,
editors and consultants in Translation Committees of Bible Societies.
The result: a flood of corrupt Modern English Versions attacking every
vital central doctrine of the Person and Work of our Lord.

THOUGHT: Many Modern English Versions are corrupt.
PRAYER: Help me, Lord, to remain faithful to Thy truth.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13
PSALM 121
MATTHEW 28:18-20

Jesus still leads on
till the rest be won.

“I AM WITH YOU ALWAY”
This precious promise is to every child of God, every true believer. It
is well there is One always with us who is ever the same, who changest
not, with whom is no shadow of turning. Who is this One, but He who
rose from the grave, and ascended to the Father in heaven, now seated
at the right hand of glory?
To the ageing Apostle John the same risen ascended Christ appeared
in dazzling glory, saying, “Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am he
that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore,
Amen...” (Rev 1:17-18). This same Jesus was the One who said, “All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations ... and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world.” Amen.
My soul, I charge thee, put all thy trust in this One, the only Saviour.
Set all your affections on His person, all your hope in His merit, all your
trust in His precious blood, all your security in His presence. He
promised to be with you through this earthly sojourn, and He only is
able to fulfil. He is the friend who sticketh closer than a brother. He is
also the Good Shepherd, the One who laid down His life for the sheep.
And He walks with us all the way, day by day, until journey’s end.
With Him even the valley of the shadow of death holds no fear: “thy
rod and thy staff they comfort me” (Ps 23:4).
He is my Lord Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and today and forever.
Amen.

THOUGHT: With Christ in the vessel I can smile at the storm.
PRAYER: Lord, take my hand in Thine, and I will follow to the end.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 14
JOSHUA 1:1-9
HEBREWS 13:5-8

Faith dispels fear.

“BE STRONG AND VERY COURAGEOUS”
Our God’s tender love for us makes Him concerned for our inward
feelings. He desires us to be of good courage. Some think it a small
thing for a believer to be troubled with doubts and fears, but not our
God. He wants us to be free from demoralising fears and anxieties:
these are the fruits of unbelief.
Despondency and depression are serious maladies not to be lightly
treated. They should be promptly brought to the beloved Physician,
and He gives swift relief. Our Lord is grieved to see us sad. He is ever
willing and ready to lift up our fallen spirits. See what a wonderful
change comes over the seeking soul: the Lord dispels the spirit of
heaviness and gives us the garment of praise.
It is our Master’s will that His servants be of a courageous spirit. Only
then can they endure trials and magnify the Lord. A fearful and
fainthearted follower is a dishonour to God, and a poor example to
others. Doubts and fears, if not checked, soon spread like an infectious
epidemic and the entire flock is depressed. One downcast believer
discourages ten others.
Satan would love to see us depressed and demoralised. Then we will
be no match for him, but easy victims to his attacks. But he is no match
for our Lord: just one little word would fell him and put him to flight.
Let us rejoice in our Almighty Lord. He is our Strength and a very
present Help in trouble. He will never leave us nor forsake us.
Only be strong and very courageous.

THOUGHT: The best anti-depressant is prayer.
PRAYER: Lord, dispel from me every faithless fear.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 15
2 KINGS 2:9-15
JOHN 14:12-21

Beware the end time deception.

WHAT “GREATER WORKS”?
John 14:12 is said to be fulfilled by certain Charismatic “faith healers”
and “signs and wonders, and miracle workers.” They claim that our
Lord’s promise in this verse of “greater works” is coming to pass in
various amazing and fantastic phenomena witnessed by members of
the Charismatic community in alleged healings, “raisings of the dead,”
casting of demons, swoonings and slayings, visions and prophecies,
and other incredible happenings.
God’s Word sounds a note of caution for the guidance of some who
are being led astray. We are warned of the extreme seductiveness of
Satan’s endtime counterfeit “signs and wonders” (Matt 24:24; 2 Cor
11:13-15; 2 Thess 2:9-11). The father of lies and his agents operate
within the ranks of Christendom with all power and signs and lying
wonders, and those who have not the love of the truth will believe
those things which are false (2 Thess 2:10-11), having received “strong
delusion.”
Be not deceived, dear reader. If those “healers” are genuine, invite
them to any hospital’s cancer ward or chronic sick unit, and let them
demonstrate their powers (imaginery and non-existent). This they
cannot do, and their counterfeit is exposed at once. Their ecumenical
thrust and breakthrough, uniting believers with unbelievers,
Evangelicals with Catholics, is not of God (2 Cor 6:14-17).
What, then, are the “greater works” promised by our Lord? Answer:
These are the great numbers of souls saved, first at Pentecost when
3,000 in one day believed, and then another 5,000 (Acts 2:41; 4:4).
These (and others through the ages of Church history) turned in
repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

THOUGHT: These are the “greater works.”
PRAYER: Lord, Holy Spirit, keep me from the great deception.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 16
GENESIS 46:1-7
ACTS 7:6-15

Faith overcomes fear.

“FEAR NOT”
Jacob must have been troubled by anxious thoughts at the prospect of
moving to Egypt, a strange land of heathen foreigners. But God had a
higher purpose for Israel in His overall eternal plan. “... fear not ... I
will go down with thee ... I will also surely bring thee up again” (Gen
46:3-4). Amazing promise of our amazing Heavenly Father, for Genesis
46:3-4 was fulfilled exactly as God had said. This is one of the most
persuasive and convincing proofs of the supernatural origin of the
Bible.
Jacob’s experience is also the experience of believers today. The call
to go into new and untried situations, even unknown perils, will naturally
arouse fears and feelings of unease. At such times let us look to the
Lord, and commit our way to Him in trusting prayer. Let us not take a
step until we have waited upon the Lord for His instruction and blessing.
Our Lord is a very present help in trouble, and His promise to Jacob is
for every true child.
The natural apprehension of venturing into distant unknown territory,
even beyond the vast ocean, is calmed by the knowledge that our
Father’s love reaches to the ends of the earth like the sun in its strength.
Where the Lord promises His presence (“I will go with thee”) all fear
and reluctance dissolve, and by faith we go forth with the radiance of
His assurance. Jacob’s seed came out of Egypt in the time appointed
by God. So shall all who put their trust in the God of Jacob. For behind
the “Fear not” is the divine presence and protection of the Lord of
history, even our God.

THOUGHT: The promises of God in Christ are “Yea” and “Amen.”
PRAYER: Lead me ever onward in Thy perfect path.
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LORD’S DAY, JUNE 17
PSALM 30
2 CORINTHIANS 7:10

Godly sorrow worketh life.

“WEEPING FOR A NIGHT”
Child of God, if yours is a night of weeping, think of tomorrow. “Weeping
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” This is the
promise of the Lord. Weeping is painful and heavy on the heart but
our affliction is light and but for a moment (2 Cor 4:17), and our God is
the God of all comfort. Be patient, therefore, thou sorrowing child of
the Father.
If your burdens seem unbearable, encourage yourself in the Lord, and
hear His voice speaking from Heaven, “...behold, I come quickly; and
my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall
be” (Rev 22:12). Life’s short day will soon be over and that day will
reveal it. We live not for today, neither for the things of this fleeting
life. Pray that God will cause you, by faith, to see the things which are
invisible.
As it is written, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them
that love Him” (1 Cor 2:9). These are the invisible things of eternal
worth for which we do well to work and wait for. Ah! how trivial and
insignificant our present trials will be when we see our blessed Lord
Jesus. Today they seem immense and insurmountable. In that day
they will seem so small and distant.
So let us press on with stedfast hope, and with heavenly joy. If your
night be ever so dark, and the weeping ever so bitter, remember, the
morning of hope is at hand, and the dawn breaks into the everlasting
day. The morning of joy is come!

THOUGHT: To be “in Christ” makes all the difference.
PRAYER: Be Thou my comfort in sorrow.
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MONDAY, JUNE 18
PSALM 119:57-64
HEBREWS 13:6-8

None but Christ!

“THOU ART MY PORTION”
I look at my earthly possessions and they cannot compare with those
of my fellow-men. Some have houses and lands, or investments yielding
rich returns. But what are these compared with my God who is the God
of all riches? What are men’s stately homes compared with the heavenly
mansions prepared by God for them that love Him?
Some hold large stakes in the city – London, New York, Sydney,
Singapore. Their wealth flows in affluent streams, like a river of gold.
But we have a sure portion in God’s eternal city whose streets are pure
gold and gates are solid pearls. More important, think! One day, soon,
the earth and all the works that are therein shall be burned up (2 Pet
3:10). Then where will those things be? And why, now, should they
occupy your attention so?
Besides, consider how these things detract from God and Heaven, and
things of lasting worth. Our Lord says to us, “Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal” (Matt 6:19), where fire and flood can
suddenly destroy. “But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven...”
(Matt 6:20).
Evermore remember the Lord: He is your portion; you have Him, you
have all. Without the Lord, nothing! When you have God as your
portion, you are rich indeed. In Him every need is met, whether in life
or in death. He alone comforts the soul, soothes the aching heart,
heals the broken spirit.
He is our portion, now and for ever.

THOUGHT: “Jesus is all the world to me.”
PRAYER: Lord, I consecrate my all to Thee.
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TUESDAY, JUNE 19
PSALM 73:25-28
ROMANS 8:14-18

Heaven is only for sons.

“JOINT HEIRS WITH CHRIST”
As heir of all things, our Lord Jesus Christ is the sole proprietor of the
whole wide universe, the creation of God. Because we are called to be
sons, we are also “heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.”
Such a heritage and privilege cannot be fully understood or appreciated
on this side of eternity. But by faith we see, and know that it is true.
Lift up your eyes and see beyond the cloudy mist of earth: behold, the
Celestial City with its streets of pure gold, gates of rare pearls, the
sparkling river of life, the unutterable glory, and the unimaginable bliss.
All this, and more, He shares with us His people. The apostle Peter
touches on it in 1 Peter 2:9: “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people ...” citizens of the
Heavenly Kingdom.
When will all these glorious things be ours? Again the apostle says,
“And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown
of glory that fadeth not away” (1 Pet 5:4), while Paul says, “Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing” (2 Tim 4:8).
Dear reader, are you a true child of God? Washed and cleansed by the
blood of the Lamb? Name written in the Book of Life in Heaven? Make
sure! Because the unbelieving, the abominable, murderers, whoremongers, sorcerers, and idolaters – all whose names are not written in
the Lamb’s Book of Life shall not be admitted.

THOUGHT: Heaven is only for heirs of God.
PRAYER: Lord, write my name in Thy Book.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20
ISAIAH 40:3-11
JOHN 10:11-18

Safe in the arms of Jesus.

“HE SHALL CARRY THEM”
Why does He carry the lambs in His bosom, next to His heart? Who is
He of such loving tender heart? He is surely the Good Shepherd who
gave His life for the sheep. He came from above, left Heaven’s glory
for dismal earth, all for the sake of the flock. None but He understands
the sighs, the ignorance, the weaknesses of the little ones in the flock.
For these, and the sheep of the fold, the Good Shepherd laid down His
life, purchased them with His own life-blood. They belong to Him, and
Him alone.
Should we wonder, then, the care for these which cost Him so dear?
Bound to each by covenant bond, He is responsible for each lamb and
each sheep, even the least worthy and uncomely: they are His glory
and reward.
But how do we understand the expression, “He shall...carry them”
(Isa 40:11)? He carries some to spare them sore trials. He is of tender
loving compassionate heart. He will not suffer the weak ones to be
tested beyond what they can endure. He carries some by implanting in
their hearts a simple child-like faith. Taking His promises just as they
stand, any little trial drives them straight into the Saviour’s arms.
Our Good Shepherd is of boundless affection, so He carries the lambs
in His bosom, “near to the heart of God.” In Him the weak members
may find perfect rest and safety. “...in his bosom” – what can harm His
lamb? Do you know your Shepherd and His great loving
compassionate heart? Do you go to Him often with your cares, your
doubts, and your tears?
He is your Good Shepherd! He will carry you!

THOUGHT: He laid down His life for me.
PRAYER: Hold me by Thy hand, dear Lord.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 21
PSALM 143:1-8
ACTS 13:38-41

Only Jesus saves.

ALL THAT BELIEVE ARE JUSTIFIED
The believer in Christ receives instant justification. This fruit of faith
is given to him the moment he accepts Jesus as his personal Saviour
and Lord. Faith does not produce this fruit after a time, but now. The
thief on the cross was justified the moment he turned to Jesus with the
look of faith, as those Israelites in the wilderness, dying from serpent
bite, instantly receive life “for a look.” Salvation and justification
come instantly “by grace through faith, not of works,” not after a time
of service.
So dear believing reader, we are today accepted in the Beloved, today
acquitted at the bar of God, today freely justified before God. This is
God’s work of Salvation, clearly and fully promised in His Word. “But
as many as received him, to them gave he power to become sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name” (John 1:12). “He that
hath the Son hath life ...” (1 John 5:12). “Verily, verily, I say unto you,
he that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life...” (John 5:24). “There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus ...” (Rom 8:1).
God’s Word is clear: God’s work is instantaneous. It is a miracle of
regeneration of new birth, of life from God, all because our Lord Jesus
has perfected His work of redemption on the cross when He cried, “It
is finished” (John 19:30). All who look to Him in faith are instantly
justified, freely and fully forgiven.
This is the work of God.

THOUGHT: Not of works, lest any man should boast.
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord, for saving my soul.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 22
PSALM 51:1-10
HEBREWS 12:22-29

Mortify the deeds of the body,
through the Spirit.

“MADE PERFECT”
There are two kinds of perfection which the Christian needs: the
perfection of justification in the person and finished work of Jesus,
and the perfection of sanctification wrought in him by the continuing
work of the Holy Spirit. At present, corruption still remains in the
hearts of the regenerate, the born again Christian. Within us, lusts and
evil thoughts linger on. But the day is coming when God shall perfect
the work He began. On that day He shall present my soul perfect in
Christ, and perfect through the Spirit, without spot or blemish, or any
such thing. On that day, when “he (Christ) shall appear, we shall be
like him ...” (1 John 3:2).
On that day, every sinner, saved by grace, shall be changed to be like
Him, holy, as He is holy. For that day, therefore, let us strive and labour
for the Lord. And not only labour, but constantly look to the Lord,
especially in those times when the fallen Christian cries, “O wretched
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”
(Rom 7:24). In desperation, we cry, “When shall it be that there will be
no more evil sounds to vex my ears, unholy thoughts to disturb my
peace, and temptations to stumble me?”
O blessed thought! When I cross the Jordan, when I answer the call to
go into the presence of my Redeemer, the work of sanctification will be
finished, perfected, complete. Until that day, I trust only in His cleansing
blood, and die daily to sin, and live daily unto the Lord, for His glory.
Let the Spirit work His perfect work in my soul, purifying, sanctifying,
perfecting.

THOUGHT: Let not sin reign in my body.
PRAYER: Create in me a clean heart, O Lord.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 23
JOB 1:1-5
1 TIMOTHY 6:11-19

God loveth a grateful giver.

HE GIVETH RICHLY
Our Lord Jesus is ever giving, and does not for a moment withdraw His
hand. In our wilderness sojourn He sends daily manna to sustain us.
He is the Rock in the desert land, open to send forth rivers of living
water for thirsty souls. From heaven, the rain of His grace is always
dropping, the dewdrops of His mercy never stop falling. The
everlasting King can never die, so His bounties can never fail.
The storehouse of God’s goodness has open doors, free for all to
enter. Who has ever returned from His house unblessed? His table
overflows with good things. Who has ever risen from it unsatisfied?
His mercies are new every morning and there is no lack every evening.
Who can count the number of His blessings or exhaust His wonderful
provisions?
All of God’s filial children can heartily share in David’s words in Psalm
40:5: “Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou
hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot be
reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them,
they are more than can be numbered.” We can never thank the Lord
enough “who daily loadeth us with benefits” (Ps 68:19).
How, then, shall I an unworthy recipient of God’s bounties, express my
heartfelt gratitude? “I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon
the name of the LORD. I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the
presence of all his people” (Ps 116:13-14). Note the sense of urgency:
the time to return thanks to the Lord is now.

THOUGHT: God’s goodness is inexhaustible.
PRAYER: Teach me, Lord, to give thanks meaningfully.
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LORD’S DAY, JUNE 24
2 KINGS 3:6-20
JAMES 5:17-18

God’s Word never fails.

“THUS SAITH THE LORD”
Men commit great folly who underestimate the power of God. “For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa 55:9). Men’s
greater folly is to deny the power of God’s Word, even the “Thus saith
the LORD” of Holy Scripture.
Consider this: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. All things were made by him; and
without him was not any thing made that was made” (John 1:1,3).
Consider the profound meaning of the foregoing verses. Then Psalm
33:6 says, “By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all
the host of them by the breath of his mouth.”
Let us understand: there is unimaginable power in God’s Word.
Now let us consider the account in 2 Kings 3. The armies of the three
kings were famished for want of water. None of the king’s men, no
matter how valiant and mighty, could cause one drop of rain to fall.
“Men’s extremity is God’s opportunity.” The Lord was going to supply
the need, but the people had to do their part: to dig ditches to contain
the water, before the Lord would fill them.
Then the Lord sent water not, as the people normally would expect,
from rainfall. But in a mysterious way God sent water filling the valley
and the country. No rain, only water! How come? Simply “Thus saith
the Lord”! There is power in the Word of God. Only believe: the Lord
says, “My ways are not your ways” (Isa 55:8-9).

THOUGHT: God’s Word shall not return to Him void.
PRAYER: Lord, increase my faith in Thee!
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MONDAY, JUNE 25
PSALM 43
1 JOHN 2:1-7

Walk is better than talk.

“WALK AS HE WALKED”
Christians should imitate Christ for good reasons. Firstly, for their
own sakes. If you would be in a healthy state of soul, to escape the
sickness of sin, and enjoy the vigour of growing in grace, let the Lord
Jesus be your model. For your own happiness and to enjoy holy and
happy communion with the Lord, walk only with Him. If you would be
free from the cares and troubles of this world, walk only with the Lord.
There is nothing which can so speed you on your way to Heaven as
bearing the image of Jesus in your heart to rule all its emotions. It is
when, with the Holy Spirit’s help, you are enabled to walk with Jesus in
His very footsteps that you are happiest.
Secondly, for your Christian faith’s sake, strive to be like the Lord
Jesus. To claim the name of Christ and to live contrary to the Master
makes one’s profession a sham and a counterfeit. Such hypocrisy
becomes a dagger for God’s enemies to strike at the Church and at
Christ. A hypocrite and pretender within the Church is like a wolf in
sheep’s clothing, causing more damage than the lion outside.
Finally, for the Lord’s own sake, imitate Him! Christian reader, how do
you love your Saviour? Is His name precious to you? Is His cause
dear to you? Do you desire to glorify Him and extend His Kingdom?
Do you long for souls to be won to Him? I trust you do. If so, imitate
Jesus! Walk as He walked! Then you are an epistle of Christ, known
and read of all men. Only keep walking as He walked.

THOUGHT: A true disciple reflects the Master.
PRAYER: Lord, I want to be like Thee.
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TUESDAY, JUNE 26
ISAIAH 41:1-10
MATTHEW 10:24-25

Serve the Lord
with gladness.

“THOU ART MY SERVANT”
Once we were servants of sin until one day the Lord called us to serve
Him. He says, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you...”
(John 15:16). Thank God for calling us and taking us into His family. As
we hear God’s voice saying to us, “Thou art my servant,” we answer,
“I am Thy servant; Thou hast loosened my bonds.” But the Lord calls
us not only servants, but His chosen ones.
By His own sovereign will He sought us, singled us out, and with the
voice of unchanging grace declared, “I have loved thee with an
everlasting love” (Jer 31:3). Long before time began or matter was
created, God had written our names, having predestinated us to be
conformed unto the image of His Son, and ordained us heirs of God
and joint heirs with Christ. What comfort it is to know God’s plan for
our lives.
Sometimes in moments of discouragement, you may feel like a castaway,
as if no more loved by the Lord. Has the Lord made a wrong choice,
you ask. By no means! He knew how stiffnecked we would be. He
understood the evil nature in us, and yet He chose us. Our Saviour is
not fickle. He is not one who feels enchanted for a while by some
goodness in us, only to cast us off afterwards because of our
unfaithfulness.
Nay, we are joined to our Saviour for life – lifelong servants of the most
High God. We are married to Him, His chosen Bride. He made the
eternal choice in eternity, an everlasting covenant, which cannot be
broken. Then He says, “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I
command you. Henceforth I call you not servants, ... but I have called
you friends” (John 15:14-15). Do you?

THOUGHT: Servanthood demands our best obedience.
PRAYER: Lord, increase my loyalty to Thee day by day.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27
ISAIAH 61:6-11
COLOSSIANS 2:6-12

Without Him

–

nothing.

“COMPLETE IN HIM”
When we received Christ in salvation we were united to Him: He is the
vine, we are the branches. Or see our union with Him as the grafting of
a wild olive branch to the olive tree so that we may partake of the root
and fatness of the olive tree, which is Christ (Rom 11:17). If so, we are
to derive strength from Him, to live in Him, to walk in Him, rooted and
built up in Him (Col 2:6-7).
Our salvation opens to us the vast and inexhaustible resources of
Christ our Lord, even as the branch draws from the fulness of the tree.
What wonderful and divine goodness become available to us because
we are joined to Him. “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily” (Col 2:9). And we are complete in Him, because in
Him is “all principality and power” (Col 2:10).
“Poor sinners” saved by God’s marvellous grace must not remain “poor
sinners” always, in a spiritually backward and immature condition, for
“all the fulness of God” (Eph 3:19) is ours to tap, to draw upon (like a
vast mine of hidden treasure), freely, liberally, daily. In saving us, our
Lord Jesus gave us the privilege of access to His power and goodness,
His purity and holiness, “all the fulness of God.”
Arise, Christian believer, and draw upon His treasure stores – His vast
abounding grace, His unchanging faithfulness, His infinite power, His
fathomless love, His excellent and limitless wisdom and knowledge.
All these are part of His covenant blessing to every true believer,
without reserve and without limit. “All these are yours! In Me, you
will be satisfied and complete,” saith the Lord.

THOUGHT: Let me claim His promise by faith.
PRAYER: Fill me daily with Thyself, dear Lord.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 28
ISAIAH 40:28-31
HEBREWS 12:6-11

Everyday with Jesus is
better than the day before.

“AFTERWARD” – WITH GOD
For the Christian his best is not now, but afterward. Think of the calm
which follows a storm, the glorious sunshine after days of rain. For the
soldiers returned from a hard fought battle is the “victory banquet.”
For Christian, after mastering the Hill Difficulty, he is rewarded in the
“Arbour of Rest.” After the heavy going through the Valley of
Humiliation, having fought with Apollyon, the shining One appears,
with the healing branch from the Tree of Life (from The Pilgrim’s
Progress).
When Christ comes into our life, He puts an end to the turmoil and
storm of our tormented sinful lifestyle, and His peace, so sweet and
tranquil, takes full control – afterward. See then the happy estate of a
Christian! In Christ, the end is better than the beginning: there is
always a blessed afterward. The Christian, like Paul, loses all to win
Christ, for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord
surpasses all else. He grows rich by his losses, rises by his falls, lives
by his dying, is filled by being emptied. These are the rewards and
blessings of the afterward on earth.
But the real and ultimate afterward is in Heaven. David the king by
faith expressed an earnest desire and longing for the afterward with
God: “One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after;
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to
behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple” (Ps
27:4). That is the Christian’s eventual afterward. For now, therefore,
let us bear patiently our present cross, for the crown must come
afterward. Let patience have her perfect work.

THOUGHT: Today I am only passing through.
PRAYER: I thank Thee, Lord, for the afterward of Heaven.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 29
ECCLESIASTES 10:1-7
MATTHEW 19:27-30

Time will tell.

THE LAST SHALL BE THE FIRST
Upstarts frequently usurp the highest places, while the truly great sit
in obscurity. One day, justice will correct the present error and gladden
the hearts of the upright. But inequalities must prevail today, and let
us not murmur should it fall unto our lot. When our Lord was upon
earth, He, the Prince of the kings of the earth, walked the lowly path of
the suffering Servant.
“This was the way the Master went,
Should not the servant tread it still?”
If our Lord saw fit to humble Himself, why should we, His followers,
not also follow in His steps? Consider the Apostle Paul, who suffered
the loss of all things to win Christ, writing in 1 Corinthians 4:13, “Being
defamed, we entreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are
the offscouring of all things ...” What happened to Paul may well
happen to us: “servants upon horses ... princes walking as servants
...” (Eccl 10:7).
Ours is an “upside down” world: the first is last, and the last first. The
sons of Satan lord over it everywhere, for the whole world is the domain
of the god of this world. But, mark you, the days of Satan’s dominion
are numbered. Our Lord Jesus, the Lord of all history, is in complete
control. He causes the events of history to happen. He directs human
affairs. Today, things are not what they seem. Evil reigns while God’s
people, the true believers, lie in obscurity. But the Lord shall come as
a thief in the night, in power and great glory. Then, His reign of justice
and peace shall prevail. Then, the first shall be last, the last first.

THOUGHT: The Lord knows who are His.
PRAYER: Lord, teach me patience and humility.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 30
1 KINGS 19:1-8
PHILIPPIANS 1:21

Absent from the body,
present with the Lord.

“TO DIE IS GAIN”
It is a remarkable thing that the man who was destined never to die
should request the Lord, “O LORD, take away my life ...” For God had
marked out his course, ordained for Elijah an infinitely better lot, to be
translated that he should not see death, and to be transported to heaven
in a chariot of fire powered by fiery horses in a great whirlwind, in
broad daylight.
From this incident, we learn a lesson: God does not answer our prayers
according to our ideas, but always according to His will. In effect, God
did answer Elijah’s prayer (“to be with Christ is far better”) by taking
him without him tasting death. Do you not think it strange that the
lion-hearted Elijah should be so demoralised by a woman, when he
alone stood against four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal? James
refers to this mighty prophet as “a man subject to like passions as we
are” (James 5:17). This must cause us, when discouraged, to take
heart.
Dear Christian reader, focus your mind on two servants of God: Elijah
and Paul. Both of them lived fully and only for their Lord. Nothing
mattered, only the honour of the Master: “He must increase, but I
must decrease” (John 3:30). The Lord’s business must come before
everything else! Think of Paul’s sufferings for Christ’s sake, and saying,
“But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry,
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the
grace of God” (Acts 20:24).
For all who serve the Lord faithfully, death is but the door to glory.
Then, to die truly is greatest gain.

THOUGHT: Suffering and service for God are worth it.
PRAYER: Lord, keep me fervent and faithful, till the end.
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