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Dear Readers,

To celebrate the 40th Anniversary Issue of Prestige, we are unveiling our new face. 

We’ve gone bigger, bolder and louder – modernising our look and feel, whilst still re-
taining the sleek, luxurious style we know our readers expect. This means there are 
more images combined with pared down content; quality over quantity. We hope you 
enjoy the fresh new flair given to the magazine!

In honour of our milestone birthday, in this issue we also look at the 40 key milestones 
of UAE real estate – the defining moments that have shaped the industry. The major 
feats of construction, the legislation that altered the property sector, and of course 
the projects that raised the country’s global profile.

Meanwhile, with the summer months looming, we curate the most luxurious beach 
clubs in Dubai to relax in, unwind, and get that final dose of Vitamin D. And if you’re 
contemplating an Eid holiday, we suggest four fantastic destinations to travel to in 
under four hours. Read on to see our top picks and what makes each destination truly 
spectacular.

CELEBRATING 
40 ISSUES

“WE’VE 
GONE 
BIGGER, 
BOLDER & 
LOUDER...”

We also shine a spotlight on commercial 
hub and urban lifestyle precinct DIFC, af-
ter the announcement of newly approved 
expansion plans. Charlie King – awarded 
Best Agent in the 2018 Property Finder 
Awards, and Allsopp & Allsopp’s DIFC 
specialist – discusses what this megapro-
ject will mean for the community, market 
trends witnessed in Q1, and projections 
for the rest of the year.

Plus, there are guest columns from Mohanad Alwadiya, CEO at Harbor Real Estate, 
Billy Rautenbach, Operating Principal at Keller Williams, Nazish Khan, COO at Fidu 
Properties, and Alessia Sheglova, Managing Director of Dacha Real Estate – and win-
ner of the 2019 Property Finder Female Entrepreneur of the Year.

And last but definitely not least, marking the end of an era for the Property Finder 
Group, we say goodbye to Lukman Hajje as he steps down from his role as Group 
Chief Commercial Officer and Editor-in-Chief of Prestige magazine. Lukman played a 
key role in helping the business grow from 15 staff in Dubai to over 350 people across 
seven countries. His innovative ideas, dedication and passion have contributed great-
ly to the Group’s success. 

And so, welcome to the next era of Prestige…

Enjoy!

Michael Lahyani

CEO & FOUNDER

*Terms and conditions apply.

audiapproved@ali-sons.com

02 555 4411
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NEWS

during the second-half of 2018.
These are followed by Dubai Sil-

icon Oasis, Jumeirah Village Trian-
gle, Town Square, Al Barsha, Dubai 
Investment Park, Green Community, 
Dubai Sports City and Al Quoz, of-
fering rental returns between 8 and 
9 percent. While Downtown Dubai 
offers the least return at 4.5 percent 
followed by Culture Village, Mirdif, 
Old Town and Al Sufouh. Data re-
vealed that even the bottom-ranked 
areas of the emirate offer higher re-
turns than average rental returns of 
2-3 percent offered by major West-
ern cities.

For villas and townhouses, Town 
Square offers 7.2 percent rental re-
turns - the highest - followed by Mu-
don, Reem (Mira), The Springs and 
Jumeirah Village Circle. While villas 
in Emirates Hills, Palm Jumeirah 
and MBR City offer the least rental 
returns between 2.3 percent to 3.4 
percent per annum.

“Typically, smaller properties pro-
duce better rental yields than larger 
ones. Apartments are better than 
villas, and studios are better than 
larger apartments, for example,” said 
Lukman Hajje, chief commercial of-
ficer of Property Finder.

“But also consider location. New-
er, emerging communities offer 
higher gross rental yields than more 
established communities but often 
have higher vacancy and lower cap-
ital growth potential,” Lukman Hajje 
added.

In Abu Dhabi, more affordable 
communities are outperforming the 
more expensive ones in terms of 
rental yields.

Moody’s Lahlou Meksaoui ex-
pects demand for residential units to 
grow at a slower pace than upcom-
ing supply in the next 12-18 months.

Meksaoui says property devel-
opers will probably continue to at-
tract demand by extending payment 
terms, such as post-handover pay-
ment plans or paying a proportion 
of costs such as service charges 
and Dubai Land Department fees. 
This will create sales opportunities, 
particularly for first-time buyers and 
expatriates attracted by better offers 
and lower prices.

A recent report by Knight Frank 
has revealed that Dubai is the 18th 
least expensive city when it comes 
to prime real estate prices. The con-
sultancy’s data revealed that $1 mil-
lion can buy 143 square metres of 
prime space as compared to 16sqm 
in Monaco, 22sqm in Hong Kong, 
31sqm in New York and London and 
36sqm in Singapore.

“Of the cities that we forecast, we 
expect that five – Buenos Aires, Du-
bai, Hong Kong, Mumbai and Shang-
hai - will see prices fall this year. Two 
– New York and Singapore – will see 
prices remain static and that the re-
mainder will see prices rise, albeit 
modestly,” said Liam Bailey, Global 
Head of Research, Knight Frank.

IN 
THE
NEWS

Leading real estate portal 
in MENA increases its stake 
in Turkey’s fastest growing 
property portal from 17 to circa 
40 percent

UAE REAL 
ESTATE OFFERS 
BEST RETURNS 
ON INVESTMENT

EAGLE HILLS 
UNVEILS THE 
RESIDENCES 
AT MANDARIN 
ORIENTAL, 
MUSCAT

D
E

P

PROPERTY FINDER 
BECOMES LARGEST 
SHAREHOLDER IN 
ZINGAT

since the beginning of this journey 
and hence we have deepened our 
investment. Zingat’s proven track 
record in the Turkish property mar-
ket is a good fit for our business and 
aligns with our vision of expanding 
market share in the MENAT region.”

The investment will facilitate 
deeper synergies between the two 
leading property portals in the Mid-
dle East, North Africa and Turkey. 
The funding will also be invested by 
Zingat in products and resources. It 
will be used to enhance the real es-
tate journey for consumers, real es-
tate agents and developers. 

Zingat was founded in 2015 by 
Ahmet Kayhan and Mehmet Erkek, 
the duo behind the Dubai-based real 
estate data provider ReidIn.com, 

alongside Turkish conglomerate 
Doğuş Group. 

Ahmet Kayhan, Zingat’s Found-
er and CEO commented: “Proper-
ty Finder’s latest investment, and 
bringing their partner General Atlan-
tic on board, further proves the fact 
that Turkey is still a very hot emerg-
ing market and that we are on the 
right track to deliver our promise to 
make the Turkish real estate market 
a world player. In the coming years, 
we will invest most of these new 
funds into extending and improving 
our business, products and services 
to help our consumer clients find the 
right properties more easily and real 
estate professionals work more effi-
ciently.” 

Lahyani added: “We are very con-
fident with what the future holds for 
Zingat. The combination of knowl-
edge and expertise we have ac-
quired from 12 years in the region, 
along with having Doğuş as a strong 
local partner, will definitely help us 
support Zingat in becoming the 
most prominent portal in Turkey.” 

As part of the transaction, Tom 
Hussey from General Atlantic will be 
joining Zingat’s Board as a Director.

agle Hills Muscat – a 
partnership between Ea-
gle Hills Abu Dhabi and 
Izz International – has 
unveiled The Residences 

at Mandarin Oriental, Muscat. The 
announcement was made by Mo-
hamed Alabbar, Chairman of Eagle 
Hills, during a recent event at the 
Royal Opera House Muscat.

The Residences at Mandarin Ori-
ental are being introduced for the 
first time in the region, representing 
Oman’s first high-end branded, fully 
serviced residences.

The properties are designed to 
bring a new era of luxury living and 
serve a growing market of residen-
tial real estate, delivering a select 
number of exclusive apartments in 
the capital. While contemporary in 
style, the architectural landscape of 
the project presents inherent char-
acteristics that reflect the spirit of 
Muscat.

Alabbar said: “The leadership of 
Oman, with its long-term vision and 
guidance, has continued to drive 
the Sultanate’s sustainable develop-
ment, successfully carving a unique 
niche in the region as a destination 
highly conscious of maintaining its 
natural and cultural heritage. Eagle 
Hills’ presence in Muscat in partner-
ship with Izz International and Man-
darin Oriental Hotel Group reflects 
the defining quality of our project – a 
unique project that further accentu-
ates Oman’s legacy.”

Situated in a prime beachfront 
location along the luxurious Shatti 
Al Qurum, The Residences overlook 
the Oman sea, offering residents 
and visitors uninterrupted sea views 
and access to a blissful beach prom-
enade.

Merely a kilometre away from 
Royal Opera House Muscat, 8km 
to Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque 
and 15km to Muscat International 
Airport, the projects location offers 
easy access to major attractions 
and central business areas across 
Muscat.

roperty Finder – the 
Middle East and North 
Africa region’s lead-
ing real estate portal 
– has increased its 

stake from 17 percent to close to 40 
percent in Zingat, Turkey’s fastest 
growing property and information 
marketing platform. This makes 
Property Finder the largest share-
holder in Zingat.

Michael Lahyani, Property Find-
er’s CEO and Founder, who has been 
part of Zingat’s board of directors 
since 2017, said: “The partnership 
with Zingat has proved hugely suc-
cessful, and has reinforced our con-
fidence in the Turkish market and its 
economy. We are very happy with 
the healthy growth we’ve witnessed 

Visit: propertyfinder.ae From Khaleej Times

espite the drop in proper-
ty prices and rentals over 
the last few years, Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi offer rent-
al yields more than double 

of what is offered by the world’s ma-
jor established cities such as Lon-
don, Paris and New York, according 
to industry analysts.

Moody’s Investors Service ex-
pects UAE residential demand will 
remain supported by attractive aver-
age rental yields ranging between 6 
and 7 percent in the past 12 months.

This is quite attractive compared 
with other major capital cities such 
as London, Paris, New York or Hong 
Kong where average rental yields 
range between 2 and 3 percent, the 
global ratings agency said, quoting 
Global Property Guide data.

“In the next 12-18 months, we 
expect prices and rental yields to 
fall, as a large amount of new supply 
comes into the market and demand 
remains soft,” said Lahlou Meksaoui, 
assistant vice-president at Moody’s.

Real estate consultancy JLL ex-
pects Dubai to see a total of 117,000 
units to be completed before the end 
of 2020, representing 22.5 percent 
of existing residential stock. This will 
put an additional pressure on the 
prices and rentals in the country.

Real estate marketplace Proper-
ty Finder also said recently that UAE 
real estate continues to provide some 
of the highest returns in the world 
despite the downward trend experi-
enced by prices and rents in 2018.

Apartments in Arjan topped the 
list in Dubai with 12.4 percent gross 
returns while International City im-
proved to 10.1 percent from 9.2 
percent due to healthy demand from 
those migrating from other emirates 
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SHARJAH’S 
DEVELOPERS 
SLOW DOWN 
ON FREEHOLD 
LAUNCHES

DLD INKS 
DEALS TO 
BOOST REALTY

LEBANESE 
BANKER WINS 
APPROVAL TO 
BUILD LONDON’S 
CONTROVERSIAL 
TULIP TOWER UAE AND ABU 

DHABI OUTLOOK 
STABLE ON LOW 
DEBT, HIGH 
WEALTH

D

T

G

evelopers in the UAE’s 
fastest growing freehold 
property market – Shar-
jah – could be looking to 
slow down the pace this 

year, even if just slightly.
In a tactical move, many of the 

bigger names are now focused on 
reaching key construction mile-
stones at their existing develop-
ments rather than keep pushing 
more property for sale in the off-plan 
market. Market sources say it’s only 
natural after two years of high-pro-
file launches that were met with 
unprecedented demand as Sharjah 
finally joined the freehold race.

The last thing anyone wants to 
hear in Sharjah’s real estate space is 
about looming oversupply worries. 
But about 192,000 plus residents are 
expected to move into the new free-
hold units entering the market be-
tween now and 2025, with the bulk 
of the handovers likely to happen in 
and around 2022, according to Aste-
co, the property services firm. The 
multi-phase “Tilal City” on its own 
could accommodate up to 65,000 
residents by 2022.

In other words, that’s a whole lot 
of inventory developers will need to 
find buyers for. In fact, developers 
there may be making pre-emptive 
moves. 

“Some master planned develop-
ments have been — or are in the pro-
cess of — being scaled back, while 
others are progressing at a slow 
pace,” said John Stevens, Managing 
Director at Asteco. “This would ce-
ment the cautious approach devel-
opers are taking. We do not expect 
developers to keep the same pace 
as over the last two years, mainly 
due to the continuously bearish eco-
nomic conditions and market senti-
ment.”

he Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) has signed 
four memorandum of 
understandings (MoUs) 
with local and internation-

al government entities on the side-
lines of the recent Dubai Property 
Festival to promote the real estate 
sector.

In a statement, DLD said the 
new deals will help provide ideal 
investment opportunities to those 

he City of London’s 
governing body has 
approved plans for the 
capital’s second-tallest 
building, a 305-metre-high 

viewing tower, dubbed the ‘Tulip’.
The building – designed by 

Foster + Partners for the Lebanese 
Brazilian billionaire Joseph Safra, 
who also owns London’s famous 
Gherkin building – has stirred up 
controversy.

The Tulip has faced 46 formal 
objections and an unprecedented 
intervention by Duncan Wilson, the 
CEO of Historic England.

lobal ratings agency 
Moody’s Investors Service 
has affirmed its rating for 
the UAE and Abu Dhabi 
with a stable outlook on 

the back of very high fiscal strength, 
balanced budget, very low federal 
government debt, high wealth level 
and robust institutions.

It affirmed the federal govern-
ment and emirate of Abu Dhabi’s 
rating at Aa2.

Moody’s forecasts Abu Dhabi’s 
government budget to be in deficit 
but close to balance in 2019 and 
2020 before moving into surplus 
in 2021 and 2022 as oil production 
increases sharply on the back of 
planned upstream investments.

It projects no or very low federal 
government debt in the foreseeable 
future and very high fiscal strength 
for the UAE, even as new debt issu-
ance powers have recently been be-
stowed to the federal government.

In October 2018, the UAE passed 
a law granting the federal govern-
ment ability to fund a portion of its 
spending using debt issuances for 
the first time.

However, Moody’s expects that 
the debt ceiling embedded in the 
debt law will prevent the debt burden 
from reaching levels that would alter 
the rating agency’s view of the UAE’s 
fiscal strength.

With regard to Abu Dhabi, 
Moody’s said the stable outlook in-
dicated that the risks are broadly 
balanced, supported by current oil 
prices and upside potential from 
continuing diversification efforts, 
and constrained by lingering govern-
ment-related entity contingent liabili-
ties and geopolitical tensions.

Moody’s expects Abu Dhabi’s fis-
cal strength to remain very high, with 
very low government debt and vast 
financial assets.

Over the medium term, under 
the assumption that oil prices will 
trade around the current levels, after 
a small deficit in 2020 the budget 
balance will likely move to a small 
surplus as Abu Dhabi increases hy-
drocarbon production in line with its 
investment plans.

As a result, Moody’s forecasts 
Abu Dhabi’s debt-to-GDP ratio to 
remain under 10 percent in the fore-
seeable future despite a likely shift in 
policy focus towards supporting the 
economy from fiscal consolidation.

From Gulf News

From Arabian Business

From Khaleej TimesFrom Khaleej Times

investors who wish to own freehold 
properties in Dubai to live, work and 
invest.  

“The signing of the four MoUs 
reflects the integration between 
multiple departments and official 
government entities in the emirate 
in various fields as well as the ex-
change of experiences with interna-
tional institutions. This comes as a 
result of the vast experience gained 
by DLD in the various processes and 
mechanisms of regulation and real 
estate registration, strengthening 
our leadership at the global level, 
and positioning Dubai as a destina-
tion of excellence and innovation,” 
said Sultan Butti bin Mejren, Director 
General of DLD.

The DLD and the DIFC Courts 
signed a cooperation agreement to 
focus on exchanging knowledge, 
experiences at all levels, exchanging 
ideas, studies, and researches relat-
ed to the parties’ competence and 
field of work as well as continuous 
coordination.

DLD also signed an agreement 
with Dubai Television to promote 
Dubai’s real estate market. Under the 
agreement, Dubai TV will produce a 
special TV programme in 2019 con-
sisting of 17 episodes, which will 
be presented weekly, including four 
episodes during the holy month of 
Ramadan through Ramadan coun-
cils, and 13 episodes during the last 
quarter of 2019, which will include 
topics to be agreed between the two 
parties.

The third MoU was signed be-
tween Dubai and the Republic of 
Mauritius to exchange expertise on 
smart cities, artificial intelligence, 
and e-governance as well as mutu-
al promotion of properties in Dubai 
and Mauritius.

The fourth MoU was signed with 
Morocco’s Ministry of Land Prepara-
tion, Reconstruction, Housing, and 
City Policy, which aims to develop 
activities of mutual interest in the 
real estate sector and encourage 
real estate investment.

The building – which Wilson de-
scribes as ‘a lift shaft with a bulge 
on top’ – “will cause permanent and 
irreversible damage to the setting of 
the Tower of London, and in turn, the 
image and identity of the capital,” he 
said.

The Tulip has also faced oppo-
sition from Historic Royal Palaces, 
which called the scheme “a funda-
mental and irreversible mistake” 
that would seriously harm views 
of the Tower of London, a Unesco 
world heritage site.

The City’s own public realm de-
partment in February said that the 
old roads surrounding the site at 20 
Bury Street could not handle an in-
flux of 1.2 million visitors a year.

Nonetheless, the landmark was 
approved after a ‘robust’ debate by 
the City of London Corporation’s 
planning committee, said Chris Hay-
ward, the chairman.

The tower will feature a mul-
ti-deck glass viewing platform with 
a bar and restaurant, rotating pods 

on its exterior, and an education cen-
tre for up to 20,000 children a year. 
Construction is scheduled to start 
next year and end by 2025.

Image from Arabian Business

For reservations please contact:
04 556 6466 | dine@caesarsdubai.ae
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will state the obvious: as proper-
ty prices have been either stag-
nant or falling, the smart investor 
turns his attention to the pursuit 
of yield.

Professional property inves-
tors will always seek lucrative 
total returns from their property 

portfolio. Combining the immediate re-
turn that rental yield provides with the 
capital appreciation on our asset that 
we, hopefully, achieve over time.

That said, as pragmatic and astute in-
vestors, we understand that property val-
ues will fluctuate due to economic cycles 
and the attractiveness of property as a 
means of generating wealth will always 
be compared to other asset classes by 
investors.

Up until Q1 2018, the capital gains 
that stood to be made on investments, 
particularly securities, were seen to be 
generally positive. However, as 2018 
progressed, values of securities, particu-
larly those listed on US stock exchanges, 
started taking a nose-dive. 

For the smart investor who under-
stands that such volatility is inevitable, 
the decline in values can remain on pa-
per only as careful cash and cashflow 
planning can enable the investor to “ride 
out” the downturn. 

Yield then starts to become more 
important to investors and, as new 
cashflows become available for further 
investment, the attractiveness of se-
curities can be reconsidered in light of 
substantial yields and already discount-
ed entry prices that Dubai’s real estate 
market offers.  

In short, we are at a stage in the prop-
erty cycle where investors should be 
taking advantage of sharply valued entry 
prices, tempering expectations of capital 
growth in the short-term with a focus on 
maximising yield. 

2019 will see the global economy 
slow down, largely, and unsurprisingly, 
as some of the largest economies are 
beginning to falter. The trade war be-
tween the US and China remains unre-
solved, and if no palatable resolution can 
be reached, China’s growth rate of 6.4%, 
already the lowest rate in nearly 20 years, 
is unlikely to be maintained. Meanwhile, 
the US economy is expected to only grow 
by 2.3%, down from 3% in 2018, with an 

increasing number of analysts predicting 
a growth rate below 2% in 2020. 

In Europe, the continuing confusion 
surrounding Brexit saw the continent 
perform at its poorest in five years, with 
headwinds steadily building since mid-
2018. Expectations of a tepid growth rate 
of 1.8% for 2019 are already being chal-
lenged as Germany, Europe’s strongest 
economy, is showing its own vulnerabil-
ity. With that said, any forecast regarding 
Britain’s economic performance post 
Brexit (be it hard or soft) can only be de-

ments is, for the time being, unrealistic. 
Where economic growth is stalling, as-
set prices are falling and central banks 
are looking at halting interest rate rises, 
investors en-masse will be seeking any 
yield advantage they can get.

If there is one characteristic that has 
made Dubai real estate so popular with 
investors, it’s the superior yield that it has 
consistently offered those who are wak-
ing up to the importance of accessing 
the returns on offer. 

If I told you that you could receive a 
10% net return guaranteed for five years, 
I am sure that I would grab your atten-
tion. Well, this opportunity exists in Du-
bailand today. Properties are available 
to purchase at a price of AED 850 per 
square foot, enabling investors to enjoy a 
strong yield that is difficult to rival, for the 
next five years!

These 10% net returns are based 
upon existing tenancy agreements and 
the five year guarantee is provided by the 
seller. Tenancy rates are consistent with 
current market levels and well within the 
RERA rent index which also provides the 
opportunity to raise rents when the mar-
ket begins its recovery phase, which is 
probable within the five year time frame. 

There are other lucrative and rare 
opportunities that investors are unable 
to ignore, such as the 20-year in-house 
payment plan buyers can access when 
they buy one of the ready freehold limited 
townhouse villas located at Green Com-
munity Motor City Phase 2 and 3. These 
investments are offered with zero down 
payment, which basically means that 
tenants will be paying the lion’s share of 
the monthly instalments on behalf of the 
investors. 

By taking advantage of opportunities 
such as these, the astute investor en-
sures that the performance volatility of 
their investment portfolio is somewhat 
flattened. This is underpinned by mak-
ing smart and informed decisions as 
to when to focus on capital growth and 
when to focus on yield.

Make no mistake, the capital growth 
opportunities will return, but in the 
meantime, double digit yields coupled 
with long term payment plans will do just 
fine! 

IN 
PURSUIT 
OF YIELD

“WE ARE AT A 
STAGE IN THE 
PROPERTY CYCLE 
WHERE INVESTORS 
SHOULD BE TAKING 
ADVANTAGE OF 
SHARPLY VALUED 
ENTRY PRICES, 
TEMPERING 
EXPECTATIONS 
OF CAPITAL 
GROWTH IN THE 
SHORT-TERM 
WITH A FOCUS 
ON MAXIMISING 
YIELD…”

scribed as absolute guesswork. 
Not surprisingly, the IMF has cut its 

2019 global growth estimate to 3.5% 
from 3.7% due to heightened trade 
tensions and rising interest rates. It is 
irrefutable that global growth is in a 
synchronized slowdown with inflation-
ary pressures continuing to be almost 
non-existent in most major economies.

So, how can Dubai’s property market 
benefit from such a global economic 
scenario? As I mentioned, counting on 
capital growth to underpin our invest-

As global economies stall in 2019, the 
savvy investor can chase attractive yields 
offered by the Dubai real estate market, 
says Mohanad Alwadiya, CEO of Harbor 
Real Estate & Senior Instructor at the 
Dubai Real Estate Institute

The views expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher nor of the Property Finder Group. 
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ny market cycle 
offers different 
opportunities and 
this current one is 
no different. There 
is a good supply of 
stock with a lower 
volume of buyer 
demand – which 

translates to softer pricing and payment 
terms. With this in mind, we are bullish 
for 2019 and in to 2020.

If first quarter figures are anything to 
go by, we are expecting a much better 
year and this momentum will take us into 
2020 when we expect a further uptick in 
sentiment and sales. 

Our Q1 revenue numbers are up by 
just over 200 percent. Most real estate 
brokerage agencies will tell you that 2018 
was not a good year. At my company, we 
have not only increased our turnover, but 
we have also increased the size of our 
team by just over 50 percent. Something 
can be said for not reading too heavily in 
to negative sentiment perpetuated by the 
media.

Developer stock is still coming to the 
market, and with the weaker demand 
developers have indicated their appetite 
by offering attractive purchase options 
including extremely flexible payment 
plans. 2019 will see smart investors 
taking advantage of these opportunities. 

Developers are also investing 
marketing dollars and product launches 
reminiscent of boom times. A highlight 
in this market is the developer delivering 
ready completed product with payment 
plan options. High take-up in this sector 
is encouraging – it offers the buyers an 
easier option with the cost of money 
being a decisive factor. 

In the resale arena, there are buyers 
waiting for better prices and sellers 
hanging on for higher prices. Recently, I 

heard a radio talk show host comment: 
“buyers waiting for the perfect time to 
buy may never see the day!” 

The right time to buy real estate is 
when it is the right time for you; can you 
afford it, do you need or want it, does it 
look good in terms of value? Then it’s the 
right time to invest! The cost of money is 
still relatively low, with attractive interest 
rates on mortgages and lower loan-
to-value requirements all contributing 
factors to the over Dh22 billion worth of 
properties sold in 2018 with mortgages.

developing market.
Dubai still offers a safe and secure 

haven for many nationalities in terms 
of quality of lifestyle, as well as from 
an investment perspective. The 
demographics are changing all the time 
with different nationalities buying for 
different reasons. International investors 
continue to make up a significant 
percentage of buyers.  

There is still a large percentage of 
the population that is transient in nature 
which makes for a good rental market. 
Albeit that there has been downward 
pressure on rentals and payment options 
are negotiable. The historic acceptability 
of one or two cheques is now being 
challenged with landlords accepting in 
several cases six to twelve cheques. 
There will always be a strong rental 
market here in Dubai – not to forget the 
short-term rental market showing very 
positive indicators. We believe this sector 
will grow in the next eighteen months. 

Expats who made Dubai their home 
for the medium to long term and have 
already invested in their own property 
will have seen the rewards and savings 
over the last ten years. Owning your 
own home always makes sense from 
a financial and security perspective. 
No having to haggle over rentals every 
year, not having an annual relocation 
experience, stability for the family, and an 
opportunity to create a real home are the 
main emotional drivers. And having an 
asset that you can trade just adds to the 
common sense factor.

Dubai has shown resilience, and 
since we are in the business of selling 
long-term investment products, my team 
are confident that this resilience will 
continue. We look forward to the rest 
of 2019 and we anticipate 2020 with 
enthusiasm. 

WHAT TO 
EXPECT FROM 

THE DUBAI 
REAL ESTATE 

MARKET IN 
2019

“WE SHOULD 
REMEMBER THAT 
DUBAI AND THE 
UAE IS STILL IN THE 
INFANCY PHASE 
WHEN IT COMES 
TO THE FREEHOLD 
PROPERTY 
MARKET”

Government initiatives continue to 
be supportive of stability and growth. 
The large developers are supported by 
government and so it is in everyone’s 
best interest to ensure future growth, 
sustainability and stability. The proposed 
changes to visa laws and the retirement 
visa are very encouraging and we should 
see a positive impact on the numbers in 
the medium term.

We should remember that Dubai and 
the UAE is still in the infancy phase when 
it comes to the freehold property market. 
The tremendous growth and success 
are admirable for such a young and 

GUEST COLUMN

Rebounding sentiment? Further declines? 
Billy Rautenbach, Operating Principal at 
Keller Williams, offers her expert opinion 
on what we are most likely to see in the 
emirate’s real estate sector this year

The views expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher nor of the Property Finder Group. 
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acha Real Estate 
was established in 
2004, shortly after 
the Dubai govern-
ment made it pos-
sible for foreigners 
to buy property in 
the emirate – and 

just before the property boom. 
Being in the industry for 15 years 

has allowed me to witness the transfor-
mation in how real estate professionals 
market a property, and the impact of new 
regulations on advertising. 

The switch from traditional print me-
dia and face-to-face sales to digital has 
been colossal, and so has the evolution 
of property portals. Before portals, the 
main advertising medium was print me-
dia – newspapers, magazines, leaflets 
and brochures. One of the most well-
known real estate papers used to be as 
thick as an encyclopedia at times! 

Real estate agents would distribute 
company brochures to various hotels, 
travel agencies and embassies in order 
to capture clients. Often, agents waited 
at the airport arrival section, distribut-
ing leaflets to passengers and potential 
prospects. 

No regulations existed as to what 
could be advertised and what payment 
plans developers could offer. The Real 
Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA), as 
we know it today, did not exist. Many 
of the properties on offer were off-plan; 
buyers and brokers would queue outside 
developers’ offices just to get a piece of 
the pie. The sell was easy, in most cas-
es, without the need to show numerous 
homes to a client, and with minimal buy-
ing emotion involved.

Real estate portals began to emerge 
in 2007, coinciding with the increase of 
ready freehold property in Dubai. Howev-
er, they did not gain much popularity or 
momentum until roughly 2009. At this 
time, many of the portals were free, or 
charged nominal fees, and again, adver-
tising on them was not controlled. 

Agents were not accustomed to ad-
vertising online so the quality of the ad-
vert content was poor most of the time, 
with a single computer-generated image 
of the property and a few lines descrip-
tion. 

When Property Finder began actively 
trading, selling advertising packages and 
providing their services to agents, part 
of their offering and quality control was 
training brokers throughout Dubai. I still 
remember our account manager attend-
ing team meetings, encouraging agents 
to take proper photos of their property 
and write a detailed description, as was 
common practice in more developed in-
ternational markets.

What seems like common sense 
now was something of a foreign con-
cept back then. Property Finder was the 
leader in enhancing listing quality, shap-
ing the advertising landscape into what 
we see today. Nowadays, it is common 
practice for major brokerages to have in-

er sell them another property at a high-
er price. This had a negative impact on 
consumer expectations, as well as on the 
agents who were operating with integrity, 
advertising at correct prices but missing 
out on the leads. 

It was also common practice for 
agents to advertise properties of other 
brokers, and in some cases, properties 
that did not exist, oversaturating property 
portals with listings that were essentially 
junk and frustrating consumers.

Today, whilst the system is still not 
perfect, fewer listings appear online, list-
ings are genuine (most of the time) and 
the consumer experience has definitely 
improved.

Aside from property portals, there 
has been another huge shift to digital via 
SEO, Google and social media that did 
not exist in the industry back in the day. 
It can be said the region is catching up to 
its Western counterparts and other more 
developed markets. Companies now al-
locate a huge amount of their advertising 
spend to drive traffic to their own web-
site, and to generate leads via different 
channels, including through Facebook 
and Instagram.

It is safe to say that over the past 
fifteen years, technology has changed 
many aspects of the Dubai real estate 
market. Searching for property has be-
come much more convenient and less 
time consuming. Clients no longer waste 
their time flipping through a multitude 
of pages in a newspaper and attending 
viewings blindly without any idea what 
a property will look like until they walk 
through the door. 

The market has become more reg-
ulated and transparent, where the con-
sumer can feel assured that the proper-
ties advertised are genuine and priced as 
per the owners’ instructions. Of course, 
there is still room for improvement, and 
the government as well as industry lead-
ers are constantly working on enhancing 
the experience of all parties involved: 
agents, clients and owners alike. 

Seeing how far we have progressed 
over the years, I am excited to see what 
the future holds for the industry, and how 
new regulations, innovation, and technol-
ogy will improve best practice. 

THE 
EVOLUTION 
OF MARKETING 
PROPERTY
IN DUBAI

“COMPANIES NOW 
ALLOCATE A HUGE 
AMOUNT OF THEIR 
ADVERTISING 
SPEND TO 
DRIVE TRAFFIC 
TO THEIR OWN 
WEBSITE, AND TO 
GENERATE LEADS 
VIA DIFFERENT 
CHANNELS”

house professional photographers, and 
property listings require content which 
adheres to a specific criteria in order to 
appear online.

The regulation of advertising content, 
both online and in print, has only been 
enacted quite recently, forcing agents to 
have certain documents in place in order 
to be able to market a property at the 
agreed price with the owner. Previously, 
it was common for agents to intention-
ally market properties at low prices (also 
known as “ghost listings”) for the sole 
purpose of capturing a client, only to lat-

Alessia Sheglova, Managing Director 
of Dacha Real Estate – and Property 
Finder’s 2019 Female Entrepreneur of the 
Year – discusses the shift from traditional 
advertising to digital, and how this has 
enhanced best practice

The views expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher nor of the Property Finder Group. 
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PENTHOUSE 
WITH FOUNTAIN 
VIEWS
The Residences, Burj 
Khalifa, Downtown Dubai
This stunning property is the largest duplex penthouse 
located at the top of The Residences. Boasting 
breathtaking views of Downtown Dubai, relish in 
panoramic views of the iconic Dubai Opera, dancing 
Fountains and the Burj Khalifa from six huge balconies. 
On the lower level is a spacious living and family area, 
large kitchen and dining room and two ensuite bedrooms 
complete with balconies. On the upper level is the master 
bedroom, two additional bedrooms, again complete with 
balconies, and another spacious family area. The property 
features dual entrances from each level and a dedicated 
elevator. Featuring spectacular views from every angle, 
this property is the ultimate in luxury city living.

5 bedrooms • 6 bathrooms • maids room • 2 spacious 
living areas • 6 balconies • dual entrance • private elevator
full Burj Khalifa view • built-up area: 7,059 sq. ft.

Contact: Hamed Ghelichkhan 
(ORN: 20456, BRN: 44305, RERA: 1152338518)
M: +971 52 599 9999   E: sales@fiduproperties.com

LISTINGS DUBAI

Asking Price: AED 23,000,000

LISTINGS DUBAI
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CONTEMPORARY
LIVING

DT1, Downtown Dubai, Dubai

我 爱 我 家 ·迪 拜
FAST  WAY  REAL  ESTATE

我 爱 我 家 ·迪 拜
FAST  WAY  REAL  ESTATE

THE HEART OF 
DOWNTOWN DUBAI

Classic minimalist design and contemporary architecture with 
straight sleek lines. Apartments are built to superior specifications 
with the finest flooring and high-end quality fixtures throughout. 
Floor-to-ceiling windows are a standout feature allowing plenty of 
natural light to create a modern ambience. The state-of-the-art living 
room, kitchen and bathrooms are designed to Sobha’s reputation for 
high quality. 

1-2 bedroom options are available • 4 different types of floor 
plans to select from • fully fitted kitchens • 5-star amenities
access to gym and pool facilities • balconies • due for 
completion: Q2 2021 • built-up area: from 493 sq. ft. 

The design and architecture of DT1 has won several awards 
including ‘Best Residential High-Rise’ at the ‘Middle East Architect 
Awards’ and ‘Best Architecture - Multiple Residence’ at the ‘Arabian 
Property Awards’. DT1 is an edgy and slick statement on the urban 
qualities of Downtown Dubai. Tailored and sophisticated, it has 
a mixed feel of concrete, corten steel and wood. The renowned 
architectural firm Perkins+Will, in collaboration with Dubai’s most 
luxurious builders Ellington Properties, have executed a truly 
contemporary and boutique property.

studio and 1-4 bedroom options available • penthouses 
available • fully equipped kitchens with Miele appliances 
access to fitness centre and swimming pool • due for 
completion: Q4 2019 • built-up area: from 536 sq. ft. 

Sobha Creek Vistas, Mohammed 
Bin Rashid City, Dubai

Contact:  Fast Way Real Estate  
Broker  (ORN: 19025, BRN: 37434, 
RERA: 781006)
M: +971 50 591 8638
E: huimin.wang@5i5j.com

Contact:  Fast Way Real Estate  
Broker  (ORN: 19025, BRN: 37434, 
RERA: 781006)
M: +971 50 591 8638
E: huimin.wang@5i5j.com

Asking Price: AED 820,000 Asking Price: AED 1,000,000 
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Kempinski Palm Residence, The Palm Jumeirah, Dubai
This 2-bedroom fully furnished apartment located on the Palm 
Jumeirah is home to everything you need to make your lifestyle 
one of comfort. With your space split between a living room, 
king bedroom, twin bedroom and fully-equipped kitchen, there is 
no shortage of space! The apartment is complete with a private 
balcony that overlooks the Arabian Gulf, an ideal spot for your 
morning coffee or for a relaxed evening with a magnificent sunset 
view.

2 bedrooms • 2.5 bathrooms • fully furnished • fully-
fitted kitchen • terrace • access to 5 star hotel amenities 
views of the Arabian Gulf • built-up area: 1,765 sq. ft. 

KEMPINSKI PALM 
APARTMENT

Contact: Nina Tchanturia 
(ORN: 18320, BRN: 38729, 
RERA: 21876)
T: +971 50 355 2574
E: marketing@shadesproperties.ae

Asking Price: AED 2,200,000

Creek Beach, Dubai Creek Harbour, Dubai
Make yourself at home in SUMMER. A stunning beach-side 
community with blissful green courtyards, a rich mix of retail and 
leisure amenities, and iconic lifestyle offerings every way you 
go. Vibrant and carefree, the residential development offers 1 to 
3-bedroom apartments with remarkable views of Dubai Creek Tower 
and the Dubai Creek beach. Residents can enjoy direct access 
to the Creek Tower, Creek Beach, and Creek Canal with world-
class amenities for high quality living. An array of leisure, retail, 
entertainment, and dining options are available at your doorstep.

1-3 bedroom options available • spacious living 
modern design • views of Dubai Creek Tower • built-up 
area: 662 sq. ft. 

SUMMER AT CREEK BEACH

Contact: Gamal Gomaa 
(ORN: 18320, BRN: 38729, 
RERA: 21876)
T: +971 50 355 2574
E: marketing@shadesproperties.ae

Asking Price: AED 952,000

Madinat Jumeirah Living, Umm Suqeim, Dubai
Madinat Jumeirah Living introduces Asayel to its collection of 
premium residences. Take the ultimate opportunity to live and invest 
in an exclusive development in Umm Suqueim, with impressive 
views of the upcoming Burj Jumeira and located adjacent to the 
iconic Burj Al Arab. The gated community is also directly connected 
to Madinat Jumeirah Resort and Souk by an air-conditioned 
walkway. Spacious layouts with fresh and contemporary interiors 
make for exceptional living at Asayel. The complete range of 1, 2, 
3 and 4-bedroom apartments offer elegant finishing and inspiring 
views. The residences comprise of expansive lobbies, an array of 
amenities and concierge service to cater to the needs of residents.

1-4 bedroom options available • fully fitted kitchens
views of Burj Jumeira • spacious living • access to world 
class amenities • built-up area: starting from 816 sq. ft. 

ASAYEL AT MADINAT 
JUMEIRAH LIVING

Contact: Cheryl-Anne Smallbones 
(ORN: 18320, BRN: 38729, 
RERA: 21876)
T: +971 50 355 2574
E: marketing@shadesproperties.ae

Asking Price: AED 1,310,000

EMAAR Beachfront, Dubai Harbour, Dubai
This tower is the first ELIE SAAB designer building in the world. 
The residences are located in the exquisite Emaar Beachfront 
and imbued with ELIE SAAB innate elegance. With its sweeping 
views of the Palm, sea and sky punctuated only by glimpses of 
the promenade and nearby parks, the tower is the pinnacle of 
modern luxury. Every element, from the building’s architecture to 
lobby design, delivers a heightened residential experience. Emaar 
Beachfront is the prestigious residential community located 
within the new maritime center of the UAE, Dubai Harbour. The 
meticulously master-planned waterfront haven represents a unique 
blend of cosmopolitan living with a prime location and a luxury 
seaside lifestyle.

1-4 bedroom options available • fully-fitted kitchens 
spacious living and dining areas • interiors designed by 
Elie Saab • panoramic views of the Dubai skyline and 
sea • built-up area: from 789 sq. ft. 

ELIE SAAB x EMAAR

Contact: Yasser Elnemr 
(ORN: 18320, BRN: 38729, 
RERA: 21876)
T: +971 50 355 2574
E: marketing@shadesproperties.ae

Asking Price: AED 1,670,000 

LISTINGS DUBAI
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Oceana, The Palm Jumeirah, Dubai
A one of a kind penthouse offering 180-degree views spanning from 
the Burj Al Arab to the heart of The Palm. With 3 bedrooms, this 
penthouse offers plenty of space with unmatchable views. Each 
bedroom features a different theme, inclusive of Japanese, Arabic 
and European touches. This home is a mesh of various styles 
ranging from Western Europe to the Arabian Peninsula. An outdoor 
space is complete with gazebo, jacuzzi, bar and DJ booth, perfect 
for entertaining. 

3 bedrooms • 4 bathrooms • maids room • terrace
2 balconies • views of the sea, Burj Al Arab and Dubai 
Marina • direct beach access • jacuzzi • smart home 
technology • Anthony Galo indoor and outdoor sound 
system • built-up area: 5,355 sq. ft.

STUNNING PENTHOUSE 
ON THE PALM

Contact: Privilege Property 
(ORN: 20767, BRN: 42972, 
RERA: 0398361890)
M: +971 56 976 8876
E: info@privilegeproperty.ae

Asking Price: AED 17,900,000 

Kempinski Emerald Palace Hotel, The Palm Jumeirah, Dubai
Located on the iconic Palm Jumeirah, the award-winning 
Emerald Palace Kempinski Dubai offers an exceptional hotel 
room investment program. Investors earn high guaranteed return 
per annum for a duration of the first five years, tax free and 
maintenance free. The mandatory lease back Kempinski ensures 
that all rooms continue to be managed by the luxury hotel operator. 
Investors can enjoy up to 14 complimentary nights per year as well 
as receive exclusive privileges at more than 550 hotels worldwide. 
Offering panoramic views of the Arabian Gulf and the Dubai skyline, 
all 383 rooms and suites, as well as eight royal villas, are the 
epitome of luxury, timeless style and regal sophistication.

deluxe room • 1 bathroom • fully furnished • serviced 
views of the Arabian Gulf • access to 5 star hotel 
amenities • built-up area: 712 sq. ft.

DELUXE HOTEL INVESTMENT

Contact: Privilege Property 
(ORN: 20767, BRN: 42972, 
RERA: 04 35158641)
M: +971 56 976 88 76
E: info@privilegeproperty.ae

Asking Price: AED 2,870,000 

LISTINGS DUBAI

The 8 Residence, The Palm Jumeirah, Dubai
Inspired by cool, chic Miami-style living, The 8’s design is 
sophisticated and clean with a contemporary touch. Lightweight 
architecture and spaciousness are carried throughout the design, 
from the exterior focus on wide-open balconies to the airy and sleek 
interior where space is adorned with modern finishes. More art 
gallery than apartment, The 8 will be one of the Palm Jumeirah’s 
most distinguished addresses. 

3 bedrooms • 3 bathrooms • maids room • sea view 
balcony • access to 5 star resort amenities • 2 parking 
spaces • enjoy 5 years service charge free • built-up 
area: 1,810 sq. ft.

MIAMI STYLE LIVING

Contact: Privilege Property 
(ORN: 20767, BRN: 42972, 
RERA: 0439979658)
T: +971 56 976 8876
E: info@privilegeproperty.ae

Asking Price: AED 4,900,000 

XXII CARAT is an exclusive collection of twenty-two staggering, 
ultra-extravagant estates on The Palm, all built with predominant 
detail and offering sublime perspectives. Situated in a private 
gated community with an unrivalled beachfront stretch offering 
residents extreme privacy and access to world class amenities. This 
7-bedroom estate is fully furnished to the highest standard with 
spectacular views out to the Dubai Marina skyline.

7 bedrooms • 7 bathrooms • maids room • fully 
furnished • private swimming pool • perfectly 
landscaped gardens • access to the communities 
private beach • views of the Dubai Marina skyline • total 
plot size: 17,754 sq. ft. • built-up area: 9,294 sq. ft. 

THE HALLMARK OF LUXURY 
ESTATES

Privilege Property 
(ORN: 20767, BRN: 42972, 
RERA: 0435158641)
M: +971 56 976 88 76
E: info@privilegeproperty.ae

Asking Price: AED 45,900,000

LISTINGS DUBAI



PRESTIGE 40 ISSUE MAY / JUNE 2019 Property Finder PRESTIGE26 27

LISTINGS DUBAI

Serenia Residences, The Palm Jumeirah, Dubai
Serenia is regarded as one of Dubai’s most exclusive new 
beachfront residences that promises an unrivalled lifestyle, inviting 
residents into a world of architectural excellence, contemporary 
interiors, an array of outdoor facilities and bespoke services. This 
hugely spacious 2-bedroom apartment offers gorgeous sea and 
sunset views and is attractively priced for both end users and 
investors alike.

2 bedrooms • 2 bathrooms • fully-fitted kitchen with 
Miele appliances • contemporary interiors • balcony
sea views • direct beach access • access to pool and 
gym facilities • built-up area: 1,377 sq. ft. 

SEA AND SUNSET VIEWS

Contact: Yasin Valimulla 
(ORN: 15607, BRN: 33628, 
RERA: 022706745)
T: +971 50 505 4135  
E: yasin.valimulla@kwdubai.com

Asking Price: AED 2,450,000

Wildflower, Jumeirah Golf Estates, Dubai
This one of a kind, upmarket luxury villa is located in the sough-after 
Wildflower community. Wildflower is known for uniquely designed 
homes and is centrally located in Jumeriah Golf Estate, renowned 
for its championship golf courses and its world-famous Club House. 
Facing the Fire course, this custom built 5-bedroom villa boasts 
a fully-furnished basement with cinema, games room and family 
relaxation area. Featuring luxurious marble flooring throughout, and 
a large private garden complete with swimming pool and jacuzzi, 
this home is truly unique.

5 bedrooms • 6 bathrooms • maids room • fully-fitted 
kitchen with Miele appliances • cinema • private garden 
private swimming pool • jacuzzi • total plot size: 10,600 
sq. ft. •  built-up area: 9,000 sq. ft. 

LUXURY VILLA WITH GOLF 
COURSE VIEWS

Contact: Karima Magroun 
(ORN: 15607, BRN: 39340, 
RERA: 1611436062)
T: +971 56 748 6817  
E: karima@kwdubai.com

Asking Price: AED 8,500,000

Serenia Residences, The Palm Jumeirah, Dubai
An exclusive gated beachfront residence, located on a unique 
beachfront plot on the exclusive crescent of The Palm Jumeirah, 
nestled between the luxurious Waldorf Astoria and the Anantara Re-
sort & Spa. This apartment offers stunning views out to the Atlantis, 
Burj Al Arab, Dubai Marina skyline and the Arabian Gulf. An attractive 
investment option with projected 10% returns for short-term lets. 

1 bedroom • 2 bathrooms • fully-fitted kitchen with 
Smeg appliances • wooden flooring • sea views • direct 
beach access • access to pool and gym facilities • built-
up area: 900 sq. ft.

BEACHFRONT APARTMENT 

Contact: Lucy Parker 
(ORN: 15607, BRN: 35536, 
RERA: 0573412773)
T: +971 52 911 1070  
E: lucy@kwdubai.com 

Asking Price: AED 1,599,999 

The Centro, The Villa, Dubai
This stunning villa has been lovingly retro-fitted to the highest 
standard. It boasts 5 bedrooms, all with renovated and upgraded 
ensuite bathrooms. An expanded spacious kitchen has also been 
upgraded with the finest marble countertops, high quality laminate 
wooden flooring and built-in appliances. A bright open living and 
dining area has been opened up to create an inviting space. 

5 bedrooms • 6 bathrooms • maids room • fully 
upgraded • private garden • 2 parking spaces • single 
row • vacant on transfer • plot size: 6,700 sq. ft. • built-
up area: 5,900 sq. ft.

FULLY UPGRADED VILLA

Contact: Silvia Contri 
(ORN: 15607, BRN: 43162, 
RERA: 1596072447)
M: +971 55 550 1713  
E: silvia.contri@kwdubai.com

Asking Price: AED 4,950,000

LISTINGS DUBAI
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Green Community West, Green Community, Dubai
This luxurious and impeccably maintained 5-bedroom fully fur-
nished villa with private swimming pool offers a spacious layout. 
Marble flooring throughout provides a sense of quality and modern 
minimalistic design. Each bedroom is complete with ensuite bath-
room. A private swimming pool to the rear of the villa is ideal for 
entertaining and perfect for family living.

5 bedrooms • 6 bathrooms • maids room • renovated 
fully furnished • balcony • private swimming pool 
covered parking • extra large plot • built-up area: 
9,420 sq. ft. 

FULLY FURNISHED VILLA

Contact: Kyriaki Sfyrikla 
(ORN: 1981, BRN: 43720, 
RERA: 1234624131)
T: +971 508 52 3945
E: hello@prestigedubai.com

Asking Price: AED 3,950,000

Frond D, The Palm Jumeirah, Dubai
This Mediterranean central rotunda 4-bedroom villa offers a 
peaceful and serene home in the heart of Dubai. Featuring direct 
beach access, a private swimming pool and gorgeous views of the 
Dubai Marina skyline, Burj Al Arab and the Dubai Eye, this villa is 
the ultimate in luxury. The villa is a much sought-after high number 
address and is the perfect home or retreat for families.  

4 bedrooms • 5 bathrooms • maids room • fully up-
graded • private swimming pool • direct beach access 
balcony • 2 covered parking spaces • plot size: 6,695 
sq. ft. • built-up area: 5,000 sq. ft.

DIRECT BEACH ACCESS

Contact: Leila Esfandi
(ORN: 1981, BRN: 35543, 
RERA: 1341461888)
M: +971 50 852 3945
E: hello@prestigedubai.com

Asking Price: AED 10,500,000

Damac Heights, Dubai Marina, Dubai
Built on the waterfront, the Damac Heights tower rises 84 floors 
into the sky, affording uninterrupted panoramic views of the ocean 
and Palm Jumeirah. This high class 2-bedroom apartment offers 
breathtaking views of the Dubai Marina and Dubai Marina skyline. 
A balcony located directly off the living area allows you to take full 
advantage of these stunning vistas. 

2 bedrooms • 3 bathrooms • fully equipped kitchen 
spacious living area • balcony • full marina views
access to pool and gym facilities • built-up area: 
1,500 sq. ft.

DUBAI MARINA VIEWS

Contact: Dominica Ciobanu 
(ORN: 1981, BRN: 44215, 
RERA: 1557593149)
M: +971 50 852 3945
E: hello@prestigedubai.com

Asking Price: AED 2,690,000

Shoreline Building 7, Palm Jumeirah, Dubai
The view from every room in this apartment is sure to impress. The 
turquoise waters of the Arabian Gulf provide a deeply calming home 
environment. This 2-bedroom apartment equipped with ensuite 
bathrooms and built-in wardrobes is spacious and roomy. Complete 
with a balcony offering stunning sea views.

2 bedrooms • 3 bathrooms •  maids room • balcony 
sea views • covered parking • built-up area: 1,550 sq. ft. 

VIEWS, VIEWS, VIEWS

Contact: Jessica Horie
(ORN: 1981, BRN: 43308, 
RERA: 0216795355)
M: +971 50 852 3945 
E: hello@prestigedubai.com

Asking Price: AED 2,590,000

LISTINGS DUBAI
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Sector H, Emirates Hills, Dubai
Located in the luscious green H sector of Emirates Hills, this 
contemporary villa has been fully-furnished with designer furniture 
throughout. An inviting lavish entrance leaves a lasting impression 
from the first viewing. This is one of the few homes in the 
community that have been completely upgraded and modified with 
no expense spared. Beautifully manicured gardens encircle this villa 
with a private swimming pool situated at the rear.

5 bedrooms • 6 bathrooms • fully furnished • fully 
upgraded • landscaped gardens • private swimming pool 
staff accommodation • built-up area: 16,050 sq. ft. 

DESIGNER 
FURNISHED VILLA

Contact: Myles Bush 
(ORN: 15997, BRN: 35348, 
RERA: 18236)
M: +971 50 9501897
E: mb@phrealestate.ae

Asking Price: Price available upon request 

Sector E, Emirates Hills, Dubai
Located in the prestigious E sector of Emirates Hills, this villa has 
been maintained with the highest attention to detail. Custom built 
with extremely high quality, this 6-bedroom home features luxurious 
marble flooring throughout and grand living areas. Complete with 
staff accommodation and a private swimming pool, this home must 
be viewed to be truly understood. 

6 bedrooms • 7 bathrooms • grand living areas • marble 
flooring • staff accommodation • home office • private 
swimming pool • built-up area: 14,000 sq. ft. 

HIGH QUALITY CUSTOM 
BUILD

Contact: Myles Bush 
(ORN: 15997, BRN: 35348, 
RERA: 18236)
M: +971 50 9501897
E: mb@phrealestate.ae

Asking Price: AED 19,950,000  

LISTINGS DUBAI

Sector E, Emirates Hills, Dubai
Boasting a huge 19,000 sq. ft. plot with prime lake views, this 
5-bedroom villa offers large living rooms, staff accommodation and 
plenty of space to entertain. Double height ceilings and open plan 
floor plans creates a sense of spaciousness throughout. Outside 
the villa, in the centre of manicured gardens is a newly installed 
temperate controlled swimming pool with separate jacuzzi. The 
perimeter of the property is surrounded by mature fruit trees 
providing shade and complete privacy. Priced below land cost, this 
property represents great value!

5 bedrooms • 7 bathrooms • spacious living areas 
staff accommodation • landscaped gardens • private 
swimming pool • jacuzzi • lake views • built-up area: 
19,000 sq. ft.

PRIME LAKE VIEWS

Contact: Myles Bush 
(ORN: 15997, BRN: 35348, 
RERA: 18236)
M: +971 50 9501897
E: mb@phrealestate.ae

Asking Price: AED 16,000,000

Sector H, Emirates Hills, Dubai
Situated in the first street of leafy Emirates Hills, this family 
mansion has an impressive front entrance, plenty of space to 
entertain yet maintains a ‘family feel’. The villa has been completely 
upgraded from front to back including huge double sized windows, 
a designer kitchen, and bright living areas. Presently this villa offers 
5 bedrooms complete with ensuite bathrooms and rain showers, 
although space for 6 exists. To the rear of the property is a perfectly 
manicured garden, space for more than 6 cars and ample space for 
maids and driver’s accommodation. This one of a kind villa needs to 
be viewed to be fully appreciated. 

6 bedrooms • 9 bathrooms • fully upgraded • maids 
room • drivers room • private swimming pool • golf 
course views • 6 parking spaces • built-up area:  
16,000 sq. ft. 

LEAFY EMIRATES HILLS

Contact: Myles Bush 
(ORN: 15997, BRN: 35348, 
RERA: 18236)
M: +971 50 9501897
E: mb@phrealestate.ae

Asking Price: AED 28,850,000

LISTINGS DUBAI
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Redwood Avenue, Jumeirah Golf Estates, Dubai
A golfer’s paradise, this high-quality villa is located in Redwood 
Avenue, an exclusive sub-community within Jumeirah Golf Estates. 
Redwood Villas is a community of luxury villas overlooking the 
world-class Fire course. Redwood’s beautifully landscaped public 
areas, parks and nature strips make it the perfect place to enjoy 
the outdoors. Natural stone, mosaics and water features reflect the 
community’s Mediterranean theme, while rock gardens add a local 
flavor to the landscape.

6 bedrooms • 8 bathrooms • maids room • exclusively 
designed by B&B Italia • fully fitted kitchen • views of the 
Fire golf course • private swimming pool • BBQ area 
built-up area: from 11,000 sq. ft. 

A GOLFER’S PARADISE

Contact: Harbor Real Estate
(ORN: 618031, BRN: 2004,
RERA: 1026107852)
T: +971 50 9166 543
E: Info@harborduabi.com

Asking Price: Starting From AED 10,000,000

The Andalusia Collection, The Villa, Dubailand
Ideally located within Phase 3 of the renowned “The Villa” project in 
Dubailand. The Andalusia Collection comprises beautifully designed 
Spanish-style villas. This rare and exclusive collection of luxurious 
villas offers 5 to 6-bedroom options strategically designed by archi-
tects with floor-plans aimed to maximize the use of space offering 
a rich lifestyle. 

6-7 bedroom options available • fully-fitted designer 
kitchens • private landscaped gardens • private swim-
ming pool • covered parking • rent to own payment 
plans available • built-up area: from 8,117 sq. ft. 

THE ANDALUSIA COLLECTION

Contact: Harbor Real Estate 
(ORN: 618031, BRN: 2004, 
RERA: 1922317694)
T: +971 50 9166 543
E: Info@harborduabi.com

Asking Price: Starting From AED 6,000,000

Casa Familia, Green Community Motor City, Dubai
Casa Familia Townhouses are part of the second phase of Green 
Community, Motor City. 4 to 5-bedroom options are available, all 
complete with fully-fitted kitchens and spacious open plan living and 
dining areas. Each villa also boasts a large garden to the rear and 
double covered parking to the front. 

4-5 bedroom options available • fully-fitted kitchen 
spacious living and dining areas • private gardens
double covered parking • rent to own payment plans 
available • move in now and pay over a 10-year in house 
payment plan with zero down payment • built-up area: 
from 4,098 sq. ft.

CASA FAMILIA

Contact: Harbor Real Estate
(ORN: 618031, BRN: 2004, 
RERA: 0239799889)
T: +971 50 9166 543
E: Info@harborduabi.com

Asking Price: Starting From AED 3,900,000

Casa Flores, Green Community Motor City, Dubai
One of the most sought-after freehold communities in Dubai, the 
Casa Flores townhouse villas are located in the picturesque Green 
Community section of Motor City, voted as the most desirable 
places to live by The National. 3 to 4-bedroom options are available, 
all expertly designed and perfectly finished.  

3-4 bedroom options available • fully-fitted kitchen 
spacious living and dining areas • private gardens
covered parking • rent to own payment plans available
20 years in-house payment plan with zero down 
payment • built-up area: from 2,712 sq. ft.

20 YEAR PAYMENT PLAN

Contact: Harbor Real Estate
(ORN: 618031, BRN: 2004, 
RERA: 0808115590)
M: +971 50 9166 543
E: Info@harborduabi.com

Asking Price: Starting From AED 2,870,000

LISTINGS DUBAI
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YEAR:
1960

EVENT:
DUBAI INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT (DXB) OFFICIALLY 
OPENS FIRST AIRFIELD

YEAR:
1979

EVENT: 
SHEIKH RASHID 
TOWER RISES IN THE 
DESERT

YEAR:
1985

EVENT:
THE FIRST UAE FREE 
ZONE LAUNCHES

YEAR:
1999

EVENT:
THE BURJ AL ARAB 
HOTEL OPENS TO 
GUESTS

YEAR:
2002

EVENT:
FREEHOLD 
LEGISLATION PASSED 
IN DUBAI

Dubai International Airport 
has come a long over the 
past nearly sixty years. Back 
in 1959, Sheikh Rashid Bin 
Saeed Al Maktoum ordered 
the construction of the 
airport, which comprised a 
1,800-metre airstrip of com-
pacted sand, an apron, a fire 
station and a small terminal 
building. The facility was 
officially inaugurated on 30 
September 1960 – opening 
Dubai to the world.

In 1974, Sheikh Rashid ordered the start of 
construction of Dubai’s first skyscraper – 
and in 1979 it was formally inaugurated by 
Queen Elizabeth II. The tower, which rose up 
in splendid isolation above an empty stretch 
of desert, was the tallest building in the 
Middle East for quite some time. The Sheikh 
Rashid Tower, as it was known back then, 
played a key role in the city’s rise as a com-
mercial centre at the global crossroads.

Free trade zones (FTZs) are 
special economic zones that 
were set up with the objective 
of offering tax concessions 
and customs duty benefits 
to expat investors. Pursuant 
to a special framework of 
rules and regulations, the 
first free zone was launched 
in 1985 – and the model has 
provided a powerful tool for 
entrepreneurs to launch all 
manner of companies. As of 
summer 2018, there were 49 
free zones established in the 
UAE. 

Now a much loved Dubai land-
mark, the ultra-luxurious Burj 
Al Arab hotel soars 21 metres, 
towering above the renowned 
Jumeirah Beach Hotel and 
Wild Wadi Water Park. This 
unique sail-shaped building 
stands proudly on a man-made 
island some 280 metres off-
shore, linked to the mainland 
by a gently curving causeway. 
The only 7-star hotel in the 
world, in many ways it kicked 
off Dubai’s reputation as a 
glamorous tourist hot spot. 

The decree to buy property 
in Dubai on a freehold basis 
was passed by His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Vice President 
& Prime Minister of the UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai in 2002. 
The impact on the market was 
huge for non-GCC nationals as 
it allowed them ownership of 
the land and the housing unit 
on a property. Once a buyer 
had purchased any freehold 
property, they were free to sell, 
lease, or live on it.

YEAR:
2003

EVENT:
EMIRATES HILLS 
COMMUNITY 
OPENS

YEAR:
2003

EVENT:
THE AMBITIOUS WORLD 
ISLANDS PROJECT IS 
UNVEILED

YEAR:
2004

EVENT:
DUBAI INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCE CENTRE IS 
LAUNCHED

YEAR:
2006

EVENT:
THE PALM JUMEIRAH 
OFFICIALLY 
LAUNCHES

YEAR:
2006

EVENT:
YAS ISLAND 
PROJECT 
INITIATED

Designed to emulate Beverly 
Hills in California, more was 
definitely seen as more when 
this Dubai neighbourhood first 
launched. Not only did the hous-
es look lavish, but they were 
huge too. Property size range 
started from 12,000 square feet 
and could exceed 80,000 square 
feet – while plot sizes were 
between 19,000 square feet and 
50,000 square feet. Arguably, 
this is still the most revered 
community in the emirate.

In 2003, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President & Prime Minister 
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, unveiled plans to 
build a sprawling archipelago that recreated the 
world map in the Gulf. His idea: entice the planet’s 
wealthiest investors and real estate moguls into 
scooping up an island or two and build up Dubai’s 
status in the process. It has been a stop-start ride 
since then, although there are now rumours the 
300-island The World project is whirring back to life.   

The Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC) 
is a special economic zone in Dubai covering 
110 hectares and a crucial financial hub for the 
region’s markets. DIFC has its own independ-
ent, internationally regulated regulator and ju-
dicial system, common law framework, global 
financial exchange, tax-friendly regime, and a 
large business community. The district gave a 
home to hundreds of financial institutions, as 
well as retail outlets, cafés, and restaurants.

Soon becoming Dubai’s most famous residential 
address, the Palm Jumeirah is a manmade island 
resembling a stylised palm tree. Built from reclaimed 
land mass and a series of artificial archipelagos, it 
is now home to some of the emirate’s most luxuri-
ous resorts, including Atlantis the Palm, Jumeirah 
Zabeel Saray, the One&Only the Palm and many more. 
Boasting hundreds of beautiful villas and apartments 
for rent and purchase, the community became the 
lifeblood of the Dubai property market.

Home to the popular Ferrari World theme 
park, the Yas development project was 
initiated by Abu Dhabi-based Aldar Prop-
erties with the aim of turning the island 
into a multi-purpose leisure, shopping and 
entertainment centre. This investment was 
planned as a multi-staged project to unfold 
in phases, with the possibility of extending 
development by adding new venues and 
upgrading existing facilities. For example, a 
new pier, arena and waterfront promenade 
with residential complexes and restaurants 
are part of a Dh12 billion development plan 
slated on the island for 2022.

02

1960 2003 2006

04 05 06 08

As Prestige celebrates its 
anniversary issue, we look back 
at some of the defining moments 
that have shaped the UAE 
property sector as it is today

TEXT: EMMA PROCTER
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YEAR:
2007

EVENT:
PROPERTYFINDER.
AE IS OFFICIALLY 
LAUNCHED 

YEAR:
2007

EVENT:
THE REAL ESTATE 
REGULATORY 
AUTHORITY (RERA) 
IS FOUNDED

YEAR:
2008

EVENT:
ATLANTIS THE 
PALM OPENS ITS 
DOORS

YEAR:
2008

EVENT:
GLOBAL ECONOMIC 
CRISIS CAUSES 
PROPERTY MARKET 
CRASH

YEAR:
2008

EVENT:
JUMEIRAH BEACH 
RESIDENCE (JBR) 
OFFICIALLY OPENS

The first, the original, proper-
tyfinder.ae is the number one 
property portal in the UAE, 
with over 1,000 clients and 
thousands of listings each 
month. Back in 2007, it was 
renamed from Al Bab World 
and went on to dominate 
the online listings segment 
– while at the same time 
pushing the industry to mod-
ernise, reform, and reach for 
bigger things. The company’s 
glamorous annual awards are 
now a veritable ‘who’s who’ of 
the real estate world.

The Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA) was an 
agency launched by the government to set policies 
and plans in the real estate sector in Dubai in order 
to increase foreign investments. Part of the Dubai 
Land Resources Department, RERA has its own 
financial and administrative independence with full 
legal authority to regulate the real estate sector in 
Dubai. Its impact has been a huge force for good in 
raising standards across the industry.

Probably Dubai’s highest profile 
hotel launch so far, Atlantis 
launched with a huge party with 
guests flying in from all over the 
world. The sprawling 1,539 room 
nautically-themed resort has two 
accommodation wings, con-
sisting of the East and the West 
Tower, linked together by the 
Royal Bridge Suite. It is comple-
mented by the Aquaventure water 
park and Nasimi Beach, which 
frequently plays host to concerts 
and other events. The opening put 
the Palm Jumeirah well and truly 
on the international map.

On 15 September 2008, Lehman Brothers 
collapsed taking much of the global financial 
system with it. In the panic sell-off that followed 
in global markets, asset prices tumbled across 
the globe, leaving individuals, companies, and 
governments with enormous financial losses. 
The UAE economy was no exception. However, 
the country is past the worst of the crisis but 
faces new economic and financial challenges.

JBR – as locals affectionately 
call it – is an attractive beach-
front community located close 
to Dubai Marina. Targeted at 
affluent expat workers wanting to 
enjoy a fun-in-the-sun lifestyle, it 
is a residential development con-
taining more than 40 towers. The 
neighbourhood has a total of six 
residential blocks: Shams, Amwaj, 
Rimal, Bahar, Sadaf and Murjan, 
and after launching soon became 
one of the hottest destinations 
in town due to its hive of cafes, 
bars and restaurants – as well as 
funky street markets.

YEAR:
2008

EVENT:
THE DUBAI MALL 
OPENS FOR BUSINESS

YEAR:
2010

EVENT:
THE 
INAUGURATION 
OF BURJ KHALIFA 
TAKES PLACE

YEAR:
2011

EVENT:
THE OPENING OF THE 
UAE PAVILION

One of the most eagerly anticipated Dubai projects to date, 
The Dubai Mall recorded a whopping 61,000 tickets sold 
for the Dubai Aquarium and Discovery Centre in just the 
first five days of opening. At over 13 million square feet, the 
shopping haven has a total internal floor area of 5.9 million 
square feet and leasable space of 3.77 million square feet. 
As well as attracting droves of tourists, it was a major 
boon for the whole Downtown Dubai area and has boosted 
development there ever since. 

Dominating the Dubai skyline, the Burj Khalifa is 
famous as the tallest building in the world. Its 
completion yet again raised the city’s profile globally, 
attracting ultra-wealthy property buyers and tourists 
alike. A staggering 828 metres (2716.5 feet) tall, it is 
three times as tall as the Eiffel Tower and nearly twice 
as tall as the Empire State Building. The structure can 
be seen from as far as 92km and houses the glamor-
ous 5-star Armani Hotel.

Inspired by the country’s undulating desert dunes, the UAE 
Pavilion provided a unique event space with the ability to host 
everything from art galleries to gala dinners. Since 2011, it has 
been one of the distinctive venues for the annual Abu Dhabi Art 
Fair. Comprising two dune-shaped peaks, its stunning design 
attracted almost 2 million visitors as it presented exhibitions that 
highlighted the history of the UAE. Moved piece by piece from the 
Expo in Shanghai (2010), it is now in its permanent home beside 
Manarat Al Saadiyat, adding to the Saadiyat Cultural District’s 
many attractions.

YEAR:
2010

EVENT:
DUBAI MARINA 
OPENS AS A 
COMMUNITY

A monumental engineering 
undertaking that came to 
fruition in 2010, Dubai Marina 
is an artificial canal city built 
along a 3km stretch of shore-
line – and now one of the 
emirate’s most popular com-
munities. Vibrant, cosmopol-
itan, and with amazing views 
of multi-million dollar yachts, 
the area has always attracted 
families, professional people 
and outdoorsy types. Most 
developments have gyms, 
pools and saunas – and prop-
erty prices have remained at 
a reasonable level.

YEAR:
2011

EVENT:
THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
AL REEM ISLAND GETS 
UNDERWAY

Reem is a natural island 600 
metres off the coast of Abu 
Dhabi. With serious projects 
kicking off back in 2011, 
this area is home to one of 
the emirate’s architectural 
landmarks – the linked, Stone-
henge-style Gate Towers. And 
at the heart of the island, with 
an imposing central dome, 
Paris-Sorbonne University Abu 
Dhabi was the first French 
higher education institution 
to open in the Gulf. Reem is 
definitely one to watch due to 
the upcoming residential The 
Bridges project, along with a 
massive new public park.
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YEAR:
2012

EVENT:
PRESTIGE MAGAZINE 
BY PROPERTYFINDER.
AE HITS THE STANDS

YEAR:
2013

EVENT:
THE EJARI RENTAL 
INDEX IS INTRODUCED

YEAR:
2013

EVENT:
AL MAKTOUM 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
OPENS TO PASSENGERS

YEAR:
2013

EVENT:
DUBAI WINS 
THE BID FOR 
EXPO 2020

YEAR:
2014

EVENT:
NURAI ISLAND 
IN ABU DHABI 
SELLS OUT

Carving out its own niche in 
the local publishing world, 
Prestige launched as a 
high-end bi-monthly property 
magazine by leading real 
estate portal propertyfinder.ae 
- showcasing the most glam-
orous homes the country has 
to offer. Now in its seventh 
year, the title has evolved to 
also tackle the key issues and 
developments affecting the 
real estate industry, becoming 
a must-read for professionals.

Ejari means ‘my rent’ in Arabic and is the mandatory 
registration system of tenancy contracts. Initiated by 
the Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA), it came 
into being to make the rental market in Dubai one of the 
most transparent in the world. Ejari is not just limited 
to the initial rent contract registration, it includes a vast 
array of services which include registration, cancellation, 
transfers, and termination of a rental contract.

As the UAE’s population 
and visitor traffic began to 
rise, this new large airport 
opened up. Still getting off 
the ground, Al Maktoum 
aims to eventually be one of 
the world’s biggest airports 
– indeed, a major expan-
sion is already on the cards 
and set to open in 2030. 
This year will be a busy one 
as the airport expects to 
see a spike of 700 percent 
in the number of flights 
landing and taking off while 
Dubai International Airport 
undergoes refurbishment.

“Ladies and gentlemen, 
Dubai wins.” Those were 
the words in 2013 which 
brought about scenes of 
jubilation in the UAE. As 
the clock now runs down, 
progress at the site is said 
to be going well. In fact, 
Dubai’s new ‘city’ being 
created next to Al Mak-
toum International Airport 
and the Expo 2020 venue 
should have a resident 
base of 50,000 and more 
by the time the event 
opens in October next 
year, senior officials say.

Shortly after launching, one 
of Abu Dhabi’s more unusual 
developments saw all its villas 
snapped up. Bringing something 
different to the market, Nurai is 
situated in the pristine waters of 
the Arabian Gulf to the east of 
the Abu Dhabi city coastline. Of-
fering a perfect retreat for those 
looking for peace and tranquility, 
complemented by unparalleled 
and uninterrupted sea views, the 
island is also home to Zaya Nurai 
Island, a unique, boutique private 
island resort with a 32-bed, all 
villa hotel and five food and 
beverage outlets.

YEAR:
2016

EVENT:
THE TRAKHEESI 
SYSTEM IS 
LAUNCHED

YEAR:
2016

EVENT:
THE ADDRESS 
DOWNTOWN 
HOTEL FIRE

YEAR:
2016

EVENT:
NEW LAWS ALLOW 
TENANTS TO 
SUBLET

YEAR:
2016

EVENT:
DUBAI CANAL 
FINALLY 
OPENS

YEAR:
2016

EVENT:
SALES LAUNCHED FOR THE 
ADDRESS RESIDENCES 
FUJAIRAH RESORT + SPA

The Trakheesi system 
was created by the Dubai 
Land Department (DLD) 
to streamline proce-
dures and bring more 
transparency to the real 
estate industry – along 
with enabling automa-
tion for licenses and 
permits. With Trakheesi 
the government aimed to 
curb misrepresentations 
and fraudulent advertise-
ments by brokers and 
property companies.

A fire caused by an electrical short circuit on New 
Year’s Eve in one of Dubai’s most luxurious hotels 
set the 63-storey tower ablaze, leaving fifteen people 
injured. The incident resulted in tighter fire protection 
regulations across the emirate, especially in high 
rises. Fortunately, the iconic hotel is back in business 
with a new look, welcoming overnight guests just 
three years later.

Causing a major tremor across 
the holiday lettings segment, 
in 2016 Dubai tenants renting 
a property in the emirate were 
officially allowed to sub-lease 
their accommodation. The new 
regulations, issued by Dubai’s 
Department of Tourism & Com-
merce Marketing (Dubai Tour-
ism), allowed both homeowners 
as well as tenants to apply for a 
holiday home licence without the 
need to go through an approved 
Dubai Tourism operator.

After what seemed like an age of waiting, in 2016 water was 
released into the brand new Dubai Canal, then the waterfall 
along the highway started flowing and soon the 9km-long 
waterway was officially opened with a fireworks display along 
Sheikh Zayed Road. It was created not only an attraction, but 
as a functional transport system. Ferries, water taxis and 
yachts can sail from Deira, Bur Dubai and Dubai Marina to 
Jumeirah and Business Bay.

Fujairah continued to stake its 
claim as a centre for luxury real 
estate when it started sales for 
these premier serviced and branded 
apartments. Eagle Hills – an Abu 
Dhabi-based private real estate in-
vestment and development company 
– kicked off the sales in partnership 
with The Address Hotels + Resorts, 
flaunting sea views for every property 
and ground floor apartments with 
private gardens. The project also 
included a 500-metre promenade, 
beach access, and plaza providing a 
range of culinary options.
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2017
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THE LOUVRE 
ABU DHABI OPENS 
ITS DOORS
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PHASE ONE OF SHARJAH 
WATERFRONT CITY GETS 
UNDERWAY
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2018

EVENT:
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RENTAL GOOD 
CONDUCT 
CERTIFICATES

YEAR:
2018

EVENT:
NEW VISA LAWS 
BOOST UAE REAL 
ESTATE

One of the UAE capital’s 
proudest achievements, since 
its high-profile launch, the 
Louvre Abu Dhabi has hosted 
a series of well-received 
exhibitions on the history of 
the Louvre in Paris, how sci-
entists discovered the world 
was round, and the influence 
of Japanese art on modern 
decor. Along with its highly-re-
garded permanent galleries, 
the museum stages four 
temporary exhibitions a year 
along with a host of other 
cultural activities – attracting 
a new breed of tourist, and 
indeed expat, to the country.

Eventually set to be home to 
60,000 people, this new de-
velopment added to Sharjah’s 
rising profile as a family friend-
ly destination. The project 
features the Crystal Lagoon 
Water Theme Park, which will 
have 36 unique rides and be 
a big tourism draw. Located 
between Umm Al Quwain and 
Hamriyah free zone, Sharjah 
Waterfront City is also big on 
connectivity and sustainability; 
solar and renewable energy 
will power street lighting and 
many other facilities within 
the city.

The Dubai rentals market added another layer of 
security to its offering when the Rental Disputes 
Centre launched a Rental Good Conduct (RGC) 
certificate service last year. The service allows 
customers to inquire whether rental cases have 
been filed against them, and also permits leasers 
to inquire about potential tenants

When the UAE Cabinet 
approved a raft of amend-
ments to the residency status 
of expat professionals in 
2018, many celebrated. The 
significance of such amend-
ments goes far beyond the 
added sense of security that 
the nation’s foreign residents 
will now experience. Rather, 
these changes reinforce the 
UAE’s commitment to devel-
oping into a knowledge-based 
economy that attracts and 
retains the greatest of talents, 
boosting the property sector in 
the process.

YEAR:
2019

EVENT:
MEGA PROJECT NEAR BURJ 
AL ARAB UNVEILED: BURJ 
JUMEIRA

YEAR:
2019

EVENT:
DUBAI LAUNCHES 
REGION’S FIRST 
RENT-TO-OWN TITLE DEED

YEAR:
2019

EVENT:
ABU DHABI UNVEILS 
DH5 BILLION PROJECT 
TO DEVELOP ISLAND

Home to the eye-catching Ain Dubai observation wheel, 
three luxurious Caesars properties, a host of restaurants 
and retail offerings, the much-awaited island close to 
The Beach at JBR officially opened to the public last year. 
Lucky island residents are now set to move into one of ten 
elegant mid-rise towers featuring 698 apartments, four 
penthouses and 17 townhouses set over a podium with 
stunning views of the sea.

Dubai Holding unveiled the details of its latest real estate venture, 
the Burj Jumeira, after it was inaugurated by His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Min-
ister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai. To be located in the Al Sufouh 
district, its first phase is scheduled for completion in 2023. Accord-
ing to the property developer, the skyscraper will be the centrepiece 
of a wider real estate development called Downtown Jumeirah.

The Dubai Land Department (DLD) released a new title deed 
for rent-to-own properties under which, for the first time in 
the emirate, rent-to-own property is available to buyers with 
a 20-year payment plan. Like many of Dubai’s accomplish-
ments, rent-to-own with a proper title deed is a first for the 
larger Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region and sets 
a trend for other markets to follow.

Set across 400 hectares at a cost of about Dh5 billion, Jubail Island 
has just been confirmed as the UAE capital’s newest residential and 
leisure destination. Located between Saadiyat and Yas islands, it 
will feature very low-density housing, plus retail and entertainment 
options divided across six investment zone villages. What sets Ju-
bail Island apart from the rest of the capital is its focus on weaving 
in development with the island’s natural treasures. 

YEAR:
2017

EVENT:
PACIFIC ON 
MARJAN 
ISLAND IN RAS 
AL KHAIMAH 
OPENS 

When the gorgeous Pacific development opened 
in RAK, it became the first purely residential 
development on Al Marjan Island, boasting roof-
top pools, tennis courts, a resident-only private 
beach and sea-view gym. With reasonable prices 
and incredible facilities, the emirate once again 
showed it was ready to compete with Dubai.

YEAR:
2019

EVENT:
THE DUBAI LAND DEPARTMENT 
(DLD) SIGNS FOUR DEALS TO 
BOOST REALTY

This year, the Dubai Land Department (DLD) showed 
its commitment to boosting realty in the emirate by 
inking four MoUs with local and international govern-
ment entities. In a statement, DLD said the new deals 
will help provide ideal investment opportunities to 
those who wish to own freehold properties in Dubai to 
live, work, and invest. 
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Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC), image from Shutterstock

MONEY 
NEVER 
SLEEPS

The leading financial hub for 
the region, DIFC is a glittering 
monument to all that Dubai has 
achieved

TEXT: EMMA PROCTER

ew York’s Wall Street, London’s Square Mile, Singa-
pore’s Suntec City – Dubai International Finance Cen-
tre (DIFC) is the nucleus of financial markets of the 
Middle East. The centre has attracted the crème de la 
crème of investment banks and fund managers from 
the West: Goldman Sachs, Barclays Capital, Morgan 
Stanley – to name just a few. 

Sauntering through DIFC, it’s easy to start channe-
ling your inner Jordan Belfort, the infamous stockbro-

ker from the Hollywood blockbuster The Wolf of Wall Street.
DIFC is a spectacular place to be – and truly the heart of all things 

money in Dubai. But in 2019, it’s more than just glittering skyscrapers 
in a corporate ecosystem of over 23,000 professionals working across 
more than 2,000 active registered firms. It’s also a lifestyle hub in its 
own right – boasting world class restaurants, exclusive art galleries and 
prime residential space. 

Here’s what you need to know about the global investment hub in 
the making.
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“DIFC EPITOMISES THE TERM 
‘MIXED USE’ – NOT ONLY IS 
IT A HUB FOR CORPORATE 
AFFAIRS, IT IS ALSO A HIGHLY 
DESIRABLE PLACE TO LIVE 
AND WORK”

IT’S THE 
PLACE TO GET 
LICENSING AND 
LEGAL MATTERS 
RESOLVED

DIFC is designed to be a financial free 
zone offering an independent legal and 
regulatory framework that creates an 
environment for growth and economic 
development in the UAE – as well as the 
wider region. It’s also home to an interna-
tionally recognised, independent regula-
tor and a proven judicial system with an 
English common law framework.

The whole area boasts a range of 
governmental offices created to help 

solve issues and cut through red tape as 
much as possible. 

For example, the Government Servic-
es Office, located close to Dubai Courts, 
is where you can obtain employment and 
residency permits, driving licenses, alco-
hol licenses, and other government ser-
vices required by DIFC clients. There are 
customer hot-desks and offices dotted 
around this area too for those working 
on the move.

IT BOASTS A DAZZLING 
COLLECTION OF 
LUXURY RESIDENTIAL 
APARTMENTS 

DIFC epitomises the term ‘mixed use’ – 
not only is it a hub for corporate affairs, 
it’s also a highly desirable place to live 
and work. Property hunters with a de-
cent budget can choose from red hot 
addresses such as Index Tower – an im-
posing 80-storey building with capacity 
for approximately 6,000 residents and 
office workers on a 20,000 square metre 
site. The sleek minimalistic design of In-
dex makes it one of the most attractive 
buildings in Dubai, and it often features 
in international articles about Dubai as 
a leading real estate destination. At the 
top of the building are exclusive duplex 
and triplex penthouses, and all tower res-
idents have ample amenities to choose 
from, including a lounge, restaurant, pool 
and health club. 

Another example is the exclusive 
Park Towers by Damac, a two-tower In-
stagram favourite offering panoramic 
views over nearby parks and cafes. Each 
tower is 49-storeys high with a choice 
of one-, two- and three-bedroom apart-
ments in various configurations. 

Ambitious professionals also flock 
to Central Park Tower, where they can 
choose from a chic range of spacious 
studios, one-bedroom, and two-bedroom 
apartments. Not only is this residen-
tial tower incredibly well situated, but it 
comes with impressive modern facili-
ties such as a podium-level landscaped 
courtyard, swimming pools and stylish 
shopping and dining outlets.

Property Finder PRESTIGE 45Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC), image from Shutterstock
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“THE FOODIE SCENE 
IN DIFC HAS ALWAYS 
BEEN GREAT – WITH 
A DIVERSE RANGE 
OF FINE DINING 
RESTAURANTS AND 
MORE CASUAL 
CAFES TO FEED 
HUNGRY BUSINESS 
TYPES”

IT’S HOME TO SOME 
OF DUBAI’S BEST 
RESTAURANTS

ART 
AT ITS 
HEART

IT HAS 
SOME TRULY 
GLAMOROUS 
HOTELS

The foodie scene in DIFC has always 
been great – with a diverse range of fine 
dining restaurants and more casual ca-
fes to feed hungry business types. Fa-
vourites include modern Japanese icon 
Zuma, the always-booked-solid Le Petit 
Maison which specialises in Cuisine 
Nicoise, and the more simple but deli-
cious fare of Italian restaurant Cipriani. 
Other hot spots worth sampling include 
Gaucho, Beefbar, Roberto’s, Mina Bras-
serie, Intersect by Lexus, and Mintleaf of 
London.

However, there are new foodie con-
tenders pulling in the crowds such as 
Greek restaurant GAIA which recently 
opened its golden doors in Gate Village. 
The eatery is a collaboration between 
homegrown chef Izu Ani and the Bulldoz-

If you think being a financial centre 
means DIFC is only about conspicuous 
consumption and bottom lines, you’d be 
wrong. The area has a thriving art scene 
and is home to Christie’s, Cuadro Gallery, 
the Farjam Foundation, and the Tabari 
Art Space which has a strong stable of 
artists.

DIFC recently launched its first Art 
Nights of 2019 at Gate Village, complete 
with fine dining, diverse artworks and gi-
ant inflatable flamingos (naturally).

Whether you fancy a swanky staycation 
or just a cocktail in elegant surround-
ings, DIFC has several delightful 5-star 
hotels to try. Standout establishments 
include the Four Seasons, a quiet and 
sophisticated boutique hotel known for 
its Luna Sky Bar offering beautiful vistas 
of the Burj Khalifa through its floor-to-
ceiling windows and in the lively outdoor 
section. Another showstopper is the art 
deco inspired Ritz-Carlton, featuring the 
grandest of entrances and an impressive 
fine art collection. 

And coming later this year is a 275-
room Waldorf Astoria, the first Waldorf 
Astoria city hotel to open in the UAE. 
The property, located at Burj Daman on 
Happiness Street, includes 201 rooms, 
46 suites and 28 residential apartments.

er hospitality group, serving Greek-Medi-
terranean fusion cuisine in a contempo-
rary setting. In fact, there’s something 
of a Grecian takeover in DIFC with Avli 
by Tashas also opening this January. 
Brought to the area by Natasha Sideris, 
the woman behind many already thriving 
luxe cafe concepts, the venue got off to 
a good start when His Highness Sheikh 
Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown 
Prince of Dubai, popped by for lunch.

Meanwhile, the two Michelin-star 
New York dining icon Marea also opened 
last September boasting a menu that 
“reads like a map of the sea” and offers a 
wide variety of shellfish, oysters and fish 
dishes, as well as homemade pasta. Ce-
lebrity restaurateur, Nusret Gokce, better 
known by his insta-famous tag ‘Salt Bae’ 

is also set to open up a burger spot in 
DIFC later this year.

“DIFC is home to a vibrant ecosystem 
of culture, lifestyle and dining brands 
that complement our world class busi-
ness environment,” commented Nabil 
Al Kindi, chief real estate officer of DIFC 
Investments. “This rich combination has 
transformed the Centre into one of the 
region’s most prestigious destinations.

“These new brands range from 
casual cafes concepts to flagship fine 
dining and each offer an exciting addi-
tion to DIFC’s fresh and modern food 
scene… we will continue to enhance our 
thriving lifestyle infrastructure, bringing 
more celebrated dining concepts closer 
to the community of Dubai.”

Image from: Ritz Carlton

Image from: Zuma Restaurant 

Image from: Avli Restaurant 
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GATE AVENUE 
IS NEARING 
FULL 
COMPLETION

Meanwhile, the eagerly anticipated Gate 
Avenue at DIFC is getting close to com-
pletion – adding a whole new side to the 
community. Spanning across 660,000 sq 
ft of built-up area and 880 metres in total 
length, it will link the podium levels of all 
buildings located in DIFC, from the Gate 
Building to Central Park Towers.

The North Zone, located adjacent to 
the Gate Building, will serve as a meeting 
point for business professionals, featur-
ing luxury and exclusive retail outlets. In 
the Central Zone, conveniently connect-

ed to the DIFC Metro, the retail offering 
will be focused on high street brands 
with a wide range of indoor and al fresco 
restaurants. 

At the primarily residential South 
Zone, the two-level retail mix is designed 
to create a family friendly community ex-
perience. The outdoor promenade level 
with its unique planting, shading struc-
tures and kiosks, will also provide an en-
gaging environment for people to enjoy 
day and night.

...AND THERE 
IS A BEAUTIFUL 
NEW MOSQUE 

Gate Avenue will have a spiritual gem at 
its core, a breath-taking state-of-the-art 
mosque. To be known as ‘DIFC Grand 
Mosque’ and due to open this year, this re-
ligious space will cater to more than 500 
worshippers, serve all five daily prayer 
times, Friday and Ramadan prayers, and 
will be accessible 24-hours from street 
level through lifts and escalators.

The building’s design is a simple 
cube within a cube, reflecting the iconic 
Gate Building of DIFC. While the exterior 
is minimal, the interior is more elabo-
rate with an expansive main chandelier 
inspired by the traditional Muqarnas. 
The outer cubist form uses a hanging 
mashrabiya screen that acts as a veil to 
provide shade and privacy to certain are-
as, while opening at the public areas.

A WHOLE NEW CHAPTER: 
DIFC EXPANSION PLAN 

GETS GOING

There’s a new dawn on the horizon for 
DIFC. In line with Dubai’s ambitious 
Fifty-Year Charter – which outlines a 
roadmap for the future – His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Vice-President and Prime Minister 
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, recently 
said that developing the financial sector 
will be a major priority. Therefore, a mam-
moth expansion – dubbed DIFC 2.0 – is 
underway to add 13 million sq ft of space 
to the centre’s integrated ecosystem. The 
development will provide an international 
focal point for FinTech and innovation.

When complete, the new district will 
comprise 6.4 million sq ft of office space, 
2.6 million sq ft of creative space, 1.5 mil-
lion sq ft of residences, 1.3 million sq ft 
of retail space, and 700,000 sq ft devoted 
to leisure and entertainment. This will all 
be complemented by a financial campus 
covering approximately 400,000 sq ft, an 
additional 250,000 sq ft of hospitality of-
ferings, and 3.5 million sq ft of car park-
ing space.  

PRESTIGE 40 ISSUE MAY / JUNE 201948
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IFC is one of the 
more decadent areas 
of Dubai, filled with 
high-end retail outlets, 
chic restaurants, and 
enjoying a vibrant 
atmosphere. It is the 
financial hub for the 

Middle East, South Asia and Africa, 
and thus is thriving with business 
professionals from all over the world. 

The community is filled with 
luxurious towering buildings and a 
mixture of hotels, apartments and grade 
A offices. Apartments vary from a small, 
yet substantial, studio to a five-bedroom 
luxury penthouse. The buildings are 
typically stylish and modern, adding to 
the cosmopolitan lifestyle of the area. 

Specialising in DIFC for approximately 
seven years, I have seen it develop 
greatly over this time whilst continually 
sparking interest with investors and end-
user buyers alike. 

Allsopp & Allsopp Q1 DIFC statistics 
show a decline in rental prices by -13% 
YOY compared to Q1 2018, however, 
rental transactions have increased 
by +40%. Likewise, sales prices have 
dropped -12% YOY from Q1 2018, but 
sales transactions have risen by +35%. 

I believe this is down to the 6.5% 
population increase in Dubai, along with 
the decline in rental and sales prices 
which are enticing tenants and buyers 
looking to upgrade and take advantage 
of the spacious apartments and value 
for money available in DIFC.

Interestingly, Q1 of 2019 has shown 
a significant increase in end user buyers, 
from 50% in Q1 in 2018 to 75% this year. 
We are seeing more of a shift to end 
user buyers as people are buying to live 
and settle down in Dubai. This trend has 
become increasingly apparent over the 
last few years. Dubai is becoming a city 
people can call home as they progress 
in their careers, build their families, and 
take advantage of the incredible lifestyle 
on offer. 

In my opinion, this shows the growing 
confidence buyers are having in Dubai as 
they decide to lay down roots in areas 

which provide value for money. As an 
example, for Dh2.1 million in Limestone 
House a buyer can expect to get a 
2-bedroom, 3-bathroom apartment over 
1,610 sq ft in size.

DIFC is continuing to develop to 
enhance residents’ surroundings and 
quality of life. Gate Avenue is a brand new 
shopping precinct which offers residents 
an eclectic retail mix and food and 
beverage options that present a more 
casual ambience than the typical high-
end restaurants that the area is famous 
for. More importantly, the mall will 
connect the residential and commercial 
buildings in DIFC, allowing residents to 
walk to and from work all year round. 

Gate Avenue runs through the centre 
of the DIFC from The Gate Building 
down to Central Park Towers, creating 
an indoor shopping experience that 
has not previously existed in the area. 
The introduction of such developments 
sparks the interest of a more diverse 
profile of buyer – those who are not 
necessarily choosing to live in DIFC 
because of their work, but because the 
area offers value and high-end living.

The DIFC 2.0 mega project will bring 
Dubai closer to cementing its position 
as a vital economic and commercial hub 
of the region, and a hub for international 
investment. The financial sector is one 
of the cornerstones of the economy, and 
this expansion is set to triple the scale. 
The project will bring another 13 million 
sq ft of built-up area to DIFC which will 
include offices, residential, innovation, 
retail and hotels. 

Across all areas of Dubai there is 
no denying that it is currently a buyers’ 
market – now is the time to buy. I strongly 
believe that property sales transactions 
in DIFC for the remainder of 2019 will 
continue to increase, following the trends 
witnessed in Q1. 

The opening of Gate Avenue and 
Index Tower retail, along with prestigious 
hotels such as The Waldorf Astoria 
which is opening in Burj Daman, will 
spark even more interest in this already 
popular area. 

PROPERTY 
SECTOR 
PREPARES FOR 
DIFC TO GO 
LARGE “THE DIFC 2.0 

MEGA PROJECT 
WILL BRING 
DUBAI CLOSER 
TO CEMENTING 
ITS POSITION 
AS A VITAL 
ECONOMIC AND 
COMMERCIAL HUB 
OF THE REGION, 
AND A HUB FOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
INVESTMENT”

The next chapter of Dubai International 
Financial Centre will see the area triple 
in scale. Expert in the area, Charlie King, 
Senior Sales Consultant at Allsopp & 
Allsopp – and Best Agent in the 2018 
Property Finder Awards – shines a 
spotlight on the commercial hotspot

The views expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher nor of the Property Finder Group. 
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he global attraction 
of Dubai as the most 
sought-after real estate 
destination is beyond 
doubt. The emirate has 
carved a unique niche 
with its iconic architecture 
and infrastructure, and 

today ranks amongst the best cities for 
investment – particularly in the luxury 
property sector, courtesy of its strategic 
location at the crossroads of Asia, 
Europe and Africa.

As Western markets have become 
increasingly more saturated, witnessing 
increases in property prices, emerging 
markets are providing exciting 
investment opportunities for the clever 
investor. Chinese investors are certainly 
bullish when it comes to Dubai, ranking 
in the top five nationalities investing in 
the real estate market.

High net worth individuals are 
attracted to the city due to its favourable 
tax environment and global charm. While 
traditionally it has attracted investors 
from the subcontinent, Chinese 
investments are increasing by the day – 
if data from the Dubai Land Department 
(DLD) is any indication.

Many wealthy Chinese look to invest 
abroad to diversify, given that prices in 
Dubai are much lower than in their home 
country. This, coupled with the taxation 
structure and other incentives make 
Dubai one of the best global markets to 
put your money in. The recent residency 
and ownership laws that allow non-
Emirati entrepreneurs to set up their 
base in Dubai is also a major boost for 
Chinese investment.

The investor-friendly incentives and 
initiatives of Dubai to boost the flow of 
Chinese FDI into the emirate has also 
played its role. Dubai offers enticing 
rental yields of 4-9 percent annually, 
while in the case of commercial property, 
yields of roughly 7-8 percent make it the 
top city in the Gulf to invest in. Though, 
it is not just attractive yields they are 
drawn to, they are also enticed by the 
political stability of the region. 

Moreover, the recent approval of the 

Dubai Silk Road Strategy by HH Sheikh 
Hamdan Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and 
Chairman of Dubai Executive Council, is 
a step in the right direction. Apart from 
making Dubai the strategic trade link 
between East and West, and North and 
South, and reaffirming it as a global trade 
and logistics hub, it will also positively 
impact the emirate’s economy by 
boosting its overall competitiveness and 
sustainability.

This naturally augurs well for 
reinforcing Dubai as an emerging 
destination for investments this year 
and beyond, particularly for Chinese 
investors. This is a major leap following 
the strong partnership with the Belt 
and Road Initiative. With 4,000 trading 
companies already in the UAE and 
increased Chinese tourism, Dubai has 
certainly become even more tempting 
for investors in China. 

This trend for increasing Chinese 
investments in Dubai – particularly in 
the real estate sector – is likely to surge. 
Chinese investments have increased 64 
percent between 2016 and 2017, and 
this trend has continued in 2018 and Q1 
of 2019. With a good mix of strategic 
locations and perfect growth in rental 
yields, the stage is set for growth trends 
to continue.

As one of the key players in the sector, 
Fidu Properties’ strategy is focused on 
reaching out to prospective Chinese 
investors and showcasing iconic, luxury 
projects in Dubai and the UAE as a whole. 
The company’s massive expansion plans 
are indicative of the growth potential 
that this market offers for investments, 
especially from China.

Moreover, with Expo 2020 just 
months away, Dubai’s status as an 
investment destination is also on the 
anvil for growth. Though the global 
headwinds impact most markets, the 
long-term potential of Dubai as the 
best investment destination for real 
estate cannot be over-emphasised 
– as its strategic location, economic 
and political stability continue to take 
shape. 

THE SILK 
ROAD 
LEADS TO 
DUBAI

“AS WESTERN 
MARKETS 
HAVE BECOME 
INCREASINGLY 
MORE SATURATED, 
WITNESSING 
INCREASES IN 
PROPERTY PRICES, 
EMERGING 
MARKETS ARE 
PROVIDING 
EXCITING 
INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES”

Dubai has emerged as the real estate 
investment destination of choice for 
Chinese buyers, Nazish Khan, Chief 
Operating Officer of Fidu Properties, 
weighs in on why

The views expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher nor of the Property Finder Group. 



PRESTIGE 40 ISSUE MAY / JUNE 2019 Property Finder PRESTIGE54 55

DECOR

A STORY 
OF ITALIAN 
EXCELLENCE
Minotti is an international brand synonymous 
with luxury. Central to the Minotti identity 
is the full expression of the “Made in Italy” 
concept, which today permanently melds 
tradition and innovation: the skills of talented 
artisans are employed to finish a product 
created by modern technologies, while the 
intelligence of the hands balances industrial 
precision with sensitivity and emotion.

“A system that offers a new concept 
of comfort and redesigns the living 
room landscape.”

SHIELDS

Designed as a geometric volume in the shape of a cylinder 

divided into two offset parts, this table is complemented by 

a shield in curved steel sheet with black-nickel finish.

Price: Available on request

GRANVILLE

A seating system that focuses on an interplay of 

curves and marked light strokes.

Price: Available on request

RING

The design of the light metal structure of this table, 

defined by orthogonal lines, is interrupted by large 

rings, placed in different positions.

Price: Available on request
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AMÉLIE

The enveloping lines of this armchair ensure the 

perfect blend of elegant proportions and ergonomic 

comfort.

Price: Available on request

MORGAN

A contemporary reinterpretation of the traditional refectory 

table through highly-sophisticated design solutions paired 

with striking luxury materials.

Price: Available on request

DECOR
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T

TOP 5 MOST 
LUXURIOUS 
BEACH CLUBS 
IN DUBAI
TEXT: CHANELLE KOWALSKI
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he original luxury beach club 
concept, Nikki Beach pre-
sents an urban oasis located 
on the pristine shores of the 
manmade island, The Pearl 

Jumeirah. 
The venue boasts the brand’s sig-

nature all white decor with tribal under-
tones and stylish ambience throughout, 
rich with Mediteranean influence. Woven 
dreamcatchers hang abundantly, creat-
ing a soothing and tranquil vibe, with the 
oh-so-Instagrammable dreamcatcher 
swing a standout feature. The circular 
pool is its centrepiece, surrounded by 
sunloungers, daybeds and towering 
palms. The real attraction, though, is the 
unparalleled views out to the Arabian 
Gulf and panoramic views of the iconic 
skyline of Downtown Dubai.

When the time comes to refuel, the 
menu is full of fresh and nutritious op-

NIKKI BEACH
NIKKI BEACH 

RESORT & SPA, THE 
PEARL JUMEIRAH

tions spanning salads, seafood and su-
shi. Indulge in the famed sushi and ce-
viche boat, paired with a mojito or glass 
of rosé – a heavenly match. Nikki Beach 
also offers a selection of the finest cham-
pagne. When the sun starts to go down, 
retreat to the four tier shisha terrace 
to enjoy the pink sky and sparkling city 
lights.

Whether you are looking for luxury 
lounging in a relaxed setting or a lavish 
party atmosphere, Nikki Beach offers 
both depending on which day of the week 
you visit. It is easy to see why it recently 
earned the title of ‘Best Beach Club of the 
Year’ in the 2019 Time Out Dubai Music & 
Nightlife Awards! Keep an eye out for the 
infamous annual white party, one of the 
most recognisable events in the region, 
where you can expect elegance, extrav-
agance and world class entertainment.

Images: Nikki Beach Dubai

ubai has earned itself a reputation as one of the most 
luxurious destinations in the world. From architectural 
icons and shopping malls, to five-star hotels and fine 
dining, opulence and indulgence are aplenty in the 
UAE’s most glamourous emirate.
Naturally, beach clubs are no exception to this prec-
edent. Dubai is known for its stunning beaches that 

overlook the Arabian Gulf. Though, it can be argued that the only way to 
truly experience Dubai’s beach culture is to do so from a luxury cabana, 
champagne flute (or coconut) in hand at a private beach club.

As the weather warms up and the summer months edge closer, Pres-
tige curates the top five most luxe destinations to relax, unwind, and 
watch the sun go down before temperatures begin to soar.
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DRIFT BEACH CLUB
ONE&ONLY ROYAL 
MIRAGE, THE PALM 
JUMEIRAH

atmosphere throughout the week, with 
a more vibrant mood on the weekends 
where resident DJ’s raise the tempo.

The menu showcases an innovative 
twist on classic Provençal cuisine with 
dishes created using wholesome and 
organic ingredients. Guests can enjoy a 
simple poolside menu, or head to the sig-
nature restaurant for a more expansive 
range of options. From seafood to grass-
fed steak to stone baked pizzas, there 
is something to appeal to every palate. 
Complement your meal with a cocktail 
crafted by the restaurant’s award-win-
ning mixologist, or choose from the large 
vino menu featuring wines from across 
the globe.

If you are seeking a chic and serene 
haven away from the city with a laidback 
ambience, look no further than DRIFT.

COVE BEACH
CAESARS PALACE, 
BLUEWATERS 
ISLAND

D
RIFT is instantly recognis-
able due to its architectur-
ally stunning whitewashed 
private cabanas. Uniquely 
designed and framed with 

softly lit lanterns, these glamorous struc-
tures come alive in the evenings. 

Set on more than a kilometre of pri-
vate beach, this seafront destination of-
fers picturesque views out to the Dubai 
Marina and Palm Island Bay skylines. An 
infinity pool is framed by sunloungers, 
cabanas and perfectly landscaped sur-
roundings. A hidden gem away from the 
usual fast pace of Dubai, you can be for-
given for thinking you have floated away 
to the Greek islands.

DRIFT has achieved the delicate 
balance between luxury and simplicity. 
This upscale venue provides a relaxing 

Image: DRIFT Beach Club

signature Cove Rosé flowing in addi-
tion to offering an array of imaginative 
cocktails. An extensive menu of sushi is 
the perfect accompaniment to a chilled 
glass of rosé, or choose from a wide vari-
ety of options representative of countries 
around the world. 

In addition to the pool menu, the res-
taurant Two.0, dishes up fresh seafood 
and prime cuts of dry aged meat, offer-
ing a relaxed vibe and unparalleled sun-
set views.

With an impressive weekly line-up of 
events on rotation, be sure to check the 
Cove Beach website prior to your visit to 
tailor your experience based on music, 
DJ and mood.

C ove Beach recently reopened 
at the sumptuous Caesars 
Palace on Bluewaters Island. 
When attached to a brand syn-
onymous with opulence, ex-

pectations are sure to be high – and this 
venue does not fail to deliver. Compris-
ing three pools, a restaurant and Rosé 
Lounge set against the backdrop of the 
Arabian Sea, the highlight of this venue is 
undoubtedly its breathtaking views. 

A Mediterranean vibe echoes 
throughout with sleek and contempo-
rary decor. Sunloungers encircle each 
pool, and a stretch of private beach is 
adorned with glamorous white daybeds. 
The Rosé Lounge, proclaimed to be the 
heart and soul of the venue, keeps the 

Image: Cove Beach
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THE POOL BAR & 
THE BEACH
FIVE PALM 
JUMEIRAH 
HOTEL, THE PALM 
JUMEIRAH

sic, if you are after a quiet day by the pool 
this may not be the venue for you. If you 
are in the mood for a party buzz in stylish 
surroundings, look no further than FIVE.

A relaxed yet refined menu offers 
crowd favourites such as wagyu burgers 
and wood oven pizzas. Coupled with a re-
freshing classic FIVE mojito, you are well 
placed to recline and enjoy golden hour. 
Wander down to the private beach where 
you can soak in the breezy atmosphere 
and ocean views whilst enjoying the 
same food and beverage menu available 
by the pool.

As the sun goes down, remain pool-
side but shift ever so slightly to Praia for 
alfresco European coastal dining with 
Japanese flair. The signature sushi and 
sashimi platter is a must! If shisha is your 
thing, get lost in the extensive menu of 
flavour combinations.

SUMMERSALT 
BEACH CLUB
JUMEIRAH AL 
NASEEM, MADINAT 
JUMEIRAH

T

O
he FIVE Palm Jumeirah is 
characterised by its futuris-
tic architecture and striking 
glass cube entrance. The 
one-of-a-kind hotel lobby is 

inspired by the Islamic pointed arch and 
the double helix structure of DNA. They 
say first impressions last, and this grand 
entrance is no exception. An ‘only in Du-
bai’ scene, with vistas of Ferraris and 
Lambourghinis pulling into valet in one 
direction, and views of the 60-metre ho-
tel pool and Dubai Marina skyline to the 
other.

A rectangular pool with views out 
to the ocean and upward views of the 
unique ceiling design, is framed with 
sunloungers covered with bright yellow 
towels and sky-high palm trees. Miami 
cool is one way to describe this venue. 
With a high energy atmosphere and res-
ident DJ’s playing lounge and house mu-

ne of the most exclusive 
strips of private beach in 
Dubai, with unobstructed 
views of the Burj Al Arab, 
Summersalt promises the 

ultimate luxury beach experience. Car-
rying a Bali-esque vibe throughout and 
boasting a neutral colour palette of white 
linens and open-air wooden gazebos off-
set by leafy green palms, this venue cre-
ates a new degree of chill.

Lounge on the beach or by the glam-
orous infinity pool, drifting away to the 
upbeat sounds of the resident DJ. Ele-
vate your experience of luxury by opting 
for a cabana with prices inclusive of 
free-flowing rosé all day.

A culinary journey awaits you with a 
bespoke Japanese/Argentinian fusion 
menu. Indulge in an assortment of sashi-
mi, ceviche and tatakis all prepared with 
a fresh spin on classic Japanese fla-
vours. Or, for something more nourishing 
opt for freshly grilled seafood or anticu-
cho lamb. With a menu handcrafted by a 
specialty chef, you can be sure that any 
selection will delight. Making your way 
through the menu of fusion cocktails 
is also a must. Though, it is easy to get 
stuck on the divine elixir of the shisho 
G&T.

For majestic sunsets leaving you 
mesmerised by Dubai’s beauty and hos-
pitality and service that can’t be faulted, 
look no further than Summersalt. 

Image: FIVE Palm Jumeirah Hotel Images: Jumeirah 
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FOUR IN FOUR: 
GREAT EID 
GETAWAYS ON 
YOUR DOORSTEP

If you’re desiring a break away from 
it all after Ramadan, why not try 
one of these amazing destinations – 
reachable in just four hours or less 
from the UAE

TEXT: EMMA PROCTER

THE MALDIVES

TRAVEL TIME: 
ABOUT 4 HOURS

GOOD FOR: 
ROMANTIC TYPES 
DIVING ENTHUSIASTS

WHY IT’S SPECIAL:

For sheer relaxation and blissful solitude 
at one with nature, there can be few plac-
es as magical as the Maldives. Located 
just south of the Indian subcontinent, the 
Maldives is a stunning chain of islands in 
the Indian Ocean-Arabian Sea area con-
sisting of 26 atolls. Famed as a world-
class diving destination with crystal blue 
waters teeming with a diverse array of 
ocean life, there are also plenty of private 
bungalows and resorts abutting the is-
lands’ white, sandy beaches. 

It’s well worth a visit to the capital 
of Male too, which embodies traditional 
Maldivian culture and features dozens of 
colourful pastel buildings and great local 
restaurants. And when it comes to book-
ing an island stay, remember that each 
one has its own distinct vibe and unique 
pricing structure – the Sun Island Resort, 
for example, is ideal for younger people 
wanting some lively fun along with their 
beach relaxation. Meanwhile, places like 
Conrad Maldives Rangali Island offer ul-
tra-exclusive barefoot luxury (and an un-
derwater restaurant too in this case).

WHILE YOU’RE THERE:

 | Go scuba diving or snorkelling and ex-
plore the gorgeous coral reefs, or stay 
dry and view them from within the pop-
ular Whale Submarine

 | Explore Addu City, the southernmost 
city in the Maldives and its second larg-
est town 

 | Take a picnic to the Sultan’s Park, locat-
ed on the grounds of a former palace 
in Male

Maldives, image from Shutterstock 
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BEIRUT, LEBANON
TRAVEL TIME: 
ABOUT 3 HOURS 
50 MINUTES

GOOD FOR: 
CULTURE VULTURES 
PARTY ANIMALS

WHY IT’S SPECIAL:

Eid is a time for celebration, and there are 
few people who know how to party like 
the Lebanese! Beirut is famed for having 
some of the best dining and nightlife cre-
dentials in the Middle East, and the Leba-
nese capital celebrates Eid al-Fitr like few 
others. There are decorations across the 
city, musical performances and tradition-
al food to feast on. 

Get close to the action at Le Gray Bei-
rut in Martyr’s Square, a beautiful 5-star 
hotel offering some of the best accom-
modation in Lebanon, set in the heart of 
Beirut Central District. Its location is ideal 
for people-watching over a coffee and is 
just minutes away from many museums, 
hip eateries, galleries and nightspots. 
Beirut is truly a culture vulture’s paradise 
too, with amazing spaces such as Beirut 
National Museum, Beirut Art Centre, and 
the newly re-opened Sursock Museum 
with its US$13 million renovation. Walk 
along artsy Armenia Street and Gouraud 
Street, as well as the thoroughfares of 
Mar Mikhael and Gemmayzeh to feel 
the throbbing pulse of the city that rarely 
sleeps.

WHILE YOU’RE THERE:

 | Beirut sightseeing is not complete with-
out a tour of the Mohammad al-Amin 
Mosque – the Blue Masjid – complet-
ed in 2008, and a beautiful example of 
post-modern Middle East architecture

 | Stroll through the noisy souks in the 
city, some of the most fun places in 
Beirut owing to the exotic and unique 
items they sell

 | A visitor hot spot is the Avenue de 
Paris that faces the sea in the upscale 
neighbourhood of Raouche. Just off 
the coast, the famous Pigeon Rock is a 
series of weird rock formations jutting 
out of the water. Highly Instagram-able

Beirut, images from Shutterstock Gemmayzeh looking towards downtown, Beirut - image from Shutterstock

Zawiyat Ibn Arraq Mosque Dome Building at Beirut Souks

Pigeon Rocks in Raouche Sunset, Beirut 
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TBILISI, GEORGIA

AMMAN, JORDAN

TRAVEL TIME: 
AROUND 3 HOURS 
30 MINUTES

GOOD FOR: 
HISTORY BUFFS 
BUDDING PHOTOGRAPHERS

TRAVEL TIME: 
AROUND 3 HOURS, 20 MINUTES

GOOD FOR: 
ARCHAEOLOGY ENTHUSIASTS 
FOODIES

WHY IT’S SPECIAL:

Nestled on the banks of the Mtkvari Riv-
er against a magnificent mountainous 
backdrop, Georgia’s capital city Tbilisi is 
one of the world’s oldest settlements – 
archaeologists have found evidence of 
human habitation dating back thousands 
of years. If you’re struggling to mentally 
place it on a map, Georgia is located at 
the crossroads of Western Asia and East-
ern Europe, bounded to the west by the 
Black Sea, to the north by Russia, to the 
south by Turkey and Armenia, and to the 
southeast by Azerbaijan. 

Tbilisi is definitely the biggest tourist 
draw in the country, and for an Eid break 
with a difference it has lots of charm. 
The crazily coloured houses and cobble-
stoned old town reflect a long, complicat-
ed history, while its diverse architecture 
encompasses Eastern Orthodox church-
es, ornate art nouveau buildings and So-
viet Modernist structures. Looming over 
it all is Narikala, a reconstructed 4th-cen-
tury fortress, and Kartlis Deda, an iconic 
statue of the “Mother of Georgia.” Tbilisi’s 
complicated past means it’s ethnically 
diverse and architecturally eclectic, and 
thus a delight for the senses.

WHY IT’S SPECIAL:

Jordan has many attractions to pull in 
visitors, not least Petra and the Dead Sea 
– but the capital Amman offers so much 
more than just a landing point. For a city 
smack in the middle of an ancient region, 
hilly Amman can be surprisingly modern 

WHILE YOU’RE THERE:

 | Don’t miss Abanotubani – The Sulphur 
Baths of Old Tbilisi. After all, the name 
of the city itself derives from the word 
t’bili in Ancient Georgian, meaning 
‘warm’, because of the many sulphur 
springs found in the area

 | Wander over to Rike Park, one of the 
newest public recreation areas in Tbili-
si. This pretty spot sits on the left bank 
of Mtkvari River, under the gaze of the 
Presidential Palace. A newly opened 
cable car station there also takes peo-
ple up to the impressive Narikala For-
tress

 | Try out the Dry Bridge Bazaar, an ex-
traordinary flea market that will keep 
you entertained for hours with its mes-
merising assortment of antiques, jew-
ellery and bric-a-brac for sale

WHILE YOU’RE THERE:

 | Head to the area next to the King Hussein 
Mosque, where the smells of candied fruits, 
flaky baklawa, and syrupy kanafeh (a sweet 
cheese pastry) sweeten the air at the Souk 
Al-Sukar, or sugar market

 | Currently standing as one of the oldest in-
habited mountains of the capital, Jabal Am-
man is fast becoming the centre of arts and 
culture. with many galleries and artist’s studi-
os located in the area

 | Check into Amman’s oldest 5-star hotel: the 
Intercontinental. With a rich history and fan-
tastic location it is about ten minutes from 
the very cool “Rainbow Street” – a vibrant 
thoroughfare running through the histor-
ic district of the city. The hotel’s spa is top 
notch too

– and somewhat contradictory. In the 
East, the more traditional old town sits 
in the Downtown area, overlooked by the 
looming Citadel. The impressive Roman 
ruins stand next to a maze of mosques, 
souks and cafes, while on the western 
side you will find stately villas, modern 
malls and art galleries among leafy res-
idential districts. 

You may not think of Amman as a 
foodie destination, but due to its position 
at the crossroads between the Mediter-
ranean, the Middle East and North Africa, 
there’s a huge diversity of dishes avail-
able. A must-try is Mansaf, known as 
the national dish of Jordan. It includes 
lamb cooked until it falls apart tender in 
jameed (a type of dry goat yoghurt made 
into a gravy), and is served with rice, 
more jameed, and topped with pine nuts.

Tbilisi, images from Shutterstock 

Temple of Hercules  – Amman, image from Shutterstock 
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LISTINGS MOROCCO LISTINGS MOROCCO

SUMPTUOUS VILLA
ULTRA MODERN 
LIVING 

Californie, Morocco, Casablanca Californie, Morocco, Casablanca

Contact: Ivendi.ma
T: +212 06 53 43 99 69
E: mail@ivendi.ma

Contact: Yunique
T: +212 06 60 96 69 88
E: t.elmountassir@yunique.ma

Located in Californie, one of the most chic areas of Casablanca 
known for its luxurious villas. This 5-bedroom villa features four 
spacious living rooms designed for both upscale living with comfort 
in mind. To the rear of the villa is a large courtyard complete with 
lush landscaped gardens and a private swimming pool.

5 bedrooms • 6 bathrooms • fully fitted kitchen 
spacious living areas • functional fireplace • courtyard
landscaped gardens • private swimming pool • built-up 
area: 12,206 sq. ft. 

Situated in the upscale neighbourhood of Californie, this extravagant 
villa has been recently renovated. Ultra-modern in design, this 
property is distinguished by its spacious living area with panoramic 
views out to the private garden and pool. A triple reception room 
opens out to a large outdoor terrace perfect for entertaining.

5 bedrooms • 5 bathrooms • fully fitted kitchen • private 
swimming pool • large outdoor terrace • gym • sauna  
4 car garage • built-up area: 10,010 sq. ft.

Asking Price: MAD 17,000,000 
Asking Price: MAD 16,950,0000

1 MAD = 0.10 USD
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LISTINGS LEBANON LISTINGS LEBANON

BREATHTAKING 
MOUNTAIN VIEWS

LUSH GREEN 
LANDSCAPES

Balamand, Koura, North Lebanon Monteverde, El Metn, Mount 
Lebanon

Contact: Balamand Village 
T: +961 81 400 125
E: sales@balamandvillage.com

Contact: Kikano Achcar Developers
T: +961 3 289 746
E: info@kadevelopers.com

Located in the North of Lebanon, Balamand Village is a short 10 
minute drive from Tripoli, bustling with businesses and urban 
attractions, and Batroun, with its charming beaches and thrilling 
entertainment options. Each property enjoys open sea and 
mountain views due to the way each structure rises on stepped 
levels. The architecture throughout Balamand Village captures the 
essence of contemporary life with stylishly modern facades and a 
warm combination of rock, wood and glass.

3 bedrooms • 3 bathrooms • 2 spacious living areas 
covered parking • views of the sea and mountain 
terrace • built-up area: 2,626 sq. ft.

Monteverde Village overlooks the mountains and is surrounded 
by tranquil green landscapes. The project features 6 independent 
blocks, all boasting modern architectural character and designed 
with natural stone. 3 to 4-bedroom options are available, all with 
varying floor plans and layouts. 

3 to 4-bedroom options available • fully-fitted kitchens 
views of the mountains • balconies • covered parking 
built-up area: starting from 2,045 sq. ft. 

Asking Price: USD 417,200 

Asking Price: Starting From USD 418,000
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LISTINGS BAHRAIN LISTINGS BAHRAIN

AN UNPARALLED 
EXPERIENCE GARDEN VIEWS

Marassi Residences, Marassi 
Al Bahrain, Kingdom of Bahrain

Es’hail, Diyar Al Muharraq, 
Kingdom of Bahrain

Contact: Marassi Al Bahrain
T: +973 7789 0020    
E: info@marassialbahrain.com

Contact: Diyar Al Muharraq
T: +973 7755 6606
E: info@diyar.bh

1 BHD = 2.65 USD

A vibrant community built around a true waterfront lifestyle with 
beautiful views, Marassi Residences is a ready to move in premium 
residential offering with exceptional quality reflected in its interior. 
The premium quality is reflected in each apartment’s interior 
with the highest quality of fittings, cosseted in spacious rooms. 
Residents can also enjoy direct access to Marassi Galleria Mall, 
premium dining and retail outlets and a host of amenities such as 
state-of-the art gymnasium, adult and children’s pool, recreation 
rooms, access to a two-kilometre-long Marassi Beach and 
promenade. 

1 bedroom • built-in wardrobes • fully-fitted kitchen 
balcony • access to pool and gym facilities • beach 
access • built-up area: 635 sq. ft. 

Es’hail is located in the luxurious Al Bareh neighborhood within Diyar 
Al Muharraq. It is a sophisticated residential community situated 
in a prime location within walking distance to many amenities 
within the development. This villa has a layout which maximizes 
functionality, aesthetics and value in both its internal and external 
spaces. Situated close to the sea, these villas are located in one of 
the most prime locations in Bahrain.

4 bedrooms • 5 bathrooms • fully-fitted kitchen • living 
room with open kitchen • private garden • private 
swimming pool • 2 parking spaces • maids and drivers 
quarters • built-up area: 4,057 sq. ft.

Asking Price: BHD 83,888

Asking Price: BHD 260,000
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LISTINGS EGYPT LISTINGS EGYPT

MODERN 
ARCHITECTURE 

DISTINCT LIFESTYLE 
EXPERIENCE 

Nasr City, Cairo, Egypt Cairo Festival City, Cairo, Egypt

Contact: Karim Al Aryan
T: +20 102 607 0010
E: kalaryan@ebny.com.eg Contact: Mohamed Gwaid 

T: +20 122 494 6565
E: gwaid@egyptbestproperties.com 

Located in Nasr City, EBNY Tower is centrally located to all main 
points of the city. Modern facades give this tower a distinctive 
character and marble interiors add to the allure. Constructed to the 
highest specifications, this 3-bedroom apartment offers spacious 
and luxurious living.

3 bedrooms • 3 bathrooms • modern architecture
Spanish marble entrances • 24-hour security • covered 
parking • 1,668 sq. ft. 

Oriana is a residential gated community located in Cairo Festival 
City comprising 500 luxurious villas of various sizes and layouts. A 
truly distinctive lifestyle experience where meticulous attention to 
detail is obvious. Cairo Festival City features the ultimate stand-
ards in residential, retail, leisure, entertainment and dining in an 
eco-friendly, self-sustaining ‘city within a city’, bringing together 
unique innovation.

3-4 bedroom options available • varying layouts and 
floor plans • spacious living and dining areas • access to 
gym and pool facilities • terrace • covered parking 
built-up area: from 4,012 sq. ft. Asking Price: EGP 2,250,000 

Asking Price: Starting From EGP 15,000,000 

1 EGP = 0.057 USD
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LISTINGS SAUDI ARABIA LISTINGS SAUDI ARABIA

STYLISH VILLA LIVING
LUXURIOUS 
MODERN VILLA

Al Yasmin, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia Al Amwaj, Al Khobar, Saudi Arabia

Contact: Sultan AlRaie
T: +966 (0)539100607  
E: sultan@amjal.com

Contact: Naif Al Buraiki
T: +966 (0) 550 541 855  
E: nsamad@darwaemaar.com

1 SAR = 0.27 USD

The Amjal Jasmine Villas are more than just a place to live, they are 
an oasis of tranquility and comfort. The villas offer spacious living 
areas, a contemporary fully-fitted kitchen and modern bathrooms. A 
private garden provides all the space needed to completely unwind.

4 bedrooms • 7 bathrooms • 3 large living rooms
maids room • balcony • private garden • covered parking 
swimming pool • built-up area: 3,423 sq. ft.

Strategically located in the heart of Al Khobar on the Arabian Gulf 
Coast, the Saraya Al Rahba villas are modern and contemporary in 
design. Featuring spacious living and dining areas with a private 
outdoor patio, this villa is perfect for family living.

4 bedrooms • 4 bathrooms • maids room • private  
garden • sea views • built-up area: 5,468 sq. ft. 

Asking Price: SAR 1,464,375
Asking Price: SAR 1,365,000
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VELOCITY

ACTUALLY, 
YOU CAN BUY 
CLASS

Far more than a Premiership 
footballer’s status symbol, Bentley’s 
Continental GT is an engineering 
masterpiece that deserves to be taken 
seriously. With its roof removed, it’s 
even more desirable

TEXT: KEVIN HACKET / IMAGES: NEWSPRESS
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entley’s Continental GT was the car that single-handedly saved, and 
quickly came to define, one of the truly great names in motoring. 
For decades before its arrival in 2003, Bentleys had been little more 
than badge-engineered Rolls-Royces but, once the two brands part-
ed company (BMW bought the rights to the Rolls-Royce name, while 
Volkswagen Group took over Bentley), they changed beyond all rec-
ognition and the automobile world was all the better for it. 

VELOCITY
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VELOCITY

one’s awkwardness in certain lines. The 
desirability factor, then, is sky high – and 
now that it’s available as a convertible, 
that statement can be taken quite lit-
erally. Because once that roof is down 
(okay, so maybe once the UAE summer 
has been and gone) the unmitigated joy 
that comes from its exhaust note can be 
experienced to the full.

The V8 version of the Continental 
GT Convertible is still a few months 
away, which means we’re ‘stuck’ with the 
twin-turbo W12. It remains one of the 
world’s true engineering greats – a com-
pact unit that punches above its weight 
to deliver epic performance that, unless 
you knew any better, you’d swear was 
nuclear in origin. ‘Effortless’ is somehow 
weak as a descriptor, for with a flex of the 
right foot this car simply goes. And goes. 
And goes. Piling on staggering amounts 
of speed that turn the surrounding scen-
ery into little more than a blur. Even with 
the roof down, if the wind deflector is in 

place then your hair remains unbothered 
and unruffled. It’s the embodiment of 
refinement. With the fabric roof up (you 
can order it in a new, optional tweed pat-
tern, naturally) there is so much sound 
insulation packed into its construction 
that you’d need to be a forensic scientist 
to detect any difference whatsoever in 
noise levels over its fixed-roof brethren. 

For all its good looks, prodigious pow-
er and cutting edge construction how-
ever, the Continental GT’s calling card is 
undoubtedly its cabin. We don’t say this 
lightly: it is the finest, most beautifully 
designed interior of any new car, any-
where in the world right now. A gorgeous, 
continuous strip of handcrafted veneer 
sweeps from the centre of its fascia into 
the doors, encircling the front occupants 
and enveloping them in contemporary 
cool. In the middle a rotating display unit 
provides novelty and coolness, while the 
tactility of each and every stalk, button, 
lever and switch has to be felt to be be-

lieved. This is quality on an entirely differ-
ent level to anything we’re used to – noth-
ing else comes close.

The leather, timber, glass, metal, wool 
– they’re all as good as it gets. There’s 
nothing fake in its sumptuousness and 
the same applies to the engineering un-
derneath its swooping bodywork. There 
are almost supernatural forces at play, 
that need to be harnessed and turned 
into a whole range of different driving 
experiences. If you own one of these, 
you’ll want it to be all things to all people. 
A luxo-barge for the office commute, a 
high-speed express for that cross-Emir-
ate dash and an engaging steer on a 
racetrack? Whatever you desire.

Thanks to the use of aluminium al-
loy body panels, the new Continental 
weighs less than its ancestors and the 
car’s front section is further forward in 
the chassis than before. This improves 
its centre of gravity, increases driving dy-

BENTLEY CONTINENTAL 
GT CONVERTIBLE SPECIFICATION

namism and makes it more fun to drive 
quickly – something you’ll not be able to 
help doing, so addictive is its velocity hit. 
There’s a not insignificant 635hp to be 
tapped into and, lest we forget, a deliri-
ous 900Nm of torque. If you wanted to, 
you could probably reposition the QE2 
with this thing.

All that pent up, prodigious energy is 
transferred to the Bentley’s four wheels 
via an eight-speed transmission that 
provides imperceptible shifts between 
ratios. And it’s this almost slavish pur-
suit of refinement that makes the new 
Bentley a rather dangerous companion, 
because there is so little drama in its de-
livery of truly humbling performance that 
it’s practically impossible to reign in once 
you get on the power. Take your eye off 
the display and you simply don’t realise 
how fast you’re going – and that’s not an 
excuse you can rely on in court. 

Finally Bentley could get back to its 
overtly sporting roots and the Continen-
tal GT was a spectacular success the 
world over. It combined brutish gravitas, 
ultra luxury and performance that would 
embarrass practically anything else out 
there. True to its name, this really was 
the epitome of continental grand touring 
– if you had a long journey to make and a 
LearJet was out of the question, this mo-
torcar was the default choice. 

A plethora of variants was drip-fed 
to a then buoyant market for super lux-
ury vehicles and, though Bentley – like 
all luxury carmakers – ended up being 
put through the mangle financially, it’s 
still here and the Continental GT, now in 
its third generation, has had its biggest 
makeover yet. 

As with Porsche’s venerable 911, the 
exterior styling has evolved, modernis-
ing while keeping the overall lines of the 
original intact, and it is now an incredibly 
handsome machine with little of the first 

PRICE from Dh870,000

ENGINE 6.0-litre, twin-turbo W12

GEARBOX 8-speed, dual-clutch auto

POWER 635hp @ 6,000rpm

TORQUE 900Nm @ 1,350-4,500rpm

FUEL 
ECONOMY

12.3 ltr/100km

RIVALS Ferrari Portofino, Aston 
Martin DB11 Volante

“ITS CABIN IS THE FINEST, 
MOST BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED 
INTERIOR OF ANY NEW CAR, 
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 
RIGHT NOW”
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SAAD IDAN MOTORS

CONTACT +971 54 440 4658

Bentley Flying Spur W12 Mulliner

AED 345,000KM 48,000YEAR 2014

RAFIQ GHULAM USED 
CARS L.L.C

CONTACT +971 56 160 0050

Porsche Cayman 718

AED 215,000KM 30,000YEAR 2017

SARDAR AUTO

CONTACT +971 50 926 6193

BMW M4 GTS

AED 480,000KM 41YEAR 2016

SARDAR AUTO SAHARA MOTORS

CONTACT +971 50 926 6193

CONTACT +971 55 550 1982

CONTACT +971 56 995 7707

Mercedes-Benz AMG GT 63 S Jeep Grand Cherokee 4x4 Trailhawk

AED 849,000 AED Ask for priceKM 18 KM 0YEAR 2019 YEAR 2019

DRESDEN USED CARS

Mercedes-Benz G 65 AMG Maybach

AED 4,700,000KM 0YEAR 2019

SARDAR AUTO

CONTACT +97150 926 6193

Rolls-Royce Cullinan

AED 2,279,000KM 98YEAR 2019
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DUBICARS
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111 USED CARS

CONTACT +971 50 761 4111

Lamborghini Urus

AED 1,280,000KM 0YEAR 2019

DUBICARS

SARDAR AUTO DRESDEN USED CARS

CONTACT +971 50 926 6193

CONTACT +971 52 833 9462

Mercedes-Benz S 450 4Matic

AED 440,000KM 39YEAR 2019

MOHAMMAD AL KARAK

Bentley Continental GT V8

AED 238,000KM 95,000YEAR 2013

CONTACT +971 55 550 1982

Jeep Wrangler Rubicon

AED 180,000KM 0YEAR 2019

VEYRON USED CARS 
TRADING LLC

CONTACT +971 56 321 9090

Maserati Granturismo

AED 245,000KM 55,000YEAR 2013

SARDAR AUTO

CONTACT +971 50 926 6193

Mercedes-Benz CLS 450 4Matic

AED 385,000KM 25YEAR 2019

ROYAL MOTORS

CONTACT +971 52 934 0555

Porsche 911 GT3 RS

AED 690,000KM 0YEAR 2016
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Speak to an expert who can help 
finance your property purchase

WONDERING 
WHETHER YOU CAN 

GET A MORTGAGE?

Get in touch today
CALL US ON

+971 4 248 2 333

Our customers say
Excellent
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