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I AM THE VINE,
YOU ARE THE BRANCHES.
HE WHO ABIDES IN ME,
AND I IN HIM,
BEARS MUCH FRUIT;
FOR WITHOUT ME
YOU CAN DO NOTHING.
JOHN 15:5
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LETTER FROM THE SOLID ROCK TEAM
Welcome to the brand new look of Solid Rock! The team has been
pleasantly occupied with much research and refining, and is excited to
bring you this fresh take on our favourite magazine.
We have renamed our four sections. You can flip straight away to your
favourite parts, whether it is to find out more about church life in engage,
edify yourself in His Word, our features and testimonies, or glean practical
insights to Christian living in empower. Our fondness for alliterations also
means that we end each edition with a light-hearted section, etc.
We could go on to tell you in intricate detail all the subtle nuances
and modern touches we’ve added into this new look, but we curb our
enthusiasm as you might not necessarily share our passion for typography,
colour palettes and flexible layout schemes.
We trust that the increased use of pictures, visuals, and clever, snappy text
(yes, that last part is an unabashed plug our writers lobbied to include) will
make Solid Rock more vibrant, engaging and relevant than ever for you.
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Our new edition kicks off with the theme of community and connectedness
as we certainly want to be better connected with you! Jesus said that He
is the vine and we, His beloveds, are the branches. (John 15:5) We are all
connected in more ways than we can imagine.
Follow us on Instagram (@nccsolidrock) for exciting insights and exclusive
sneak peeks into what the team is up to. Flip to Church Life (pg 11) to find
out more.
No believer is an island. Our journey as believers is filled with intimacy with
our Lord Jesus Christ, and sharing a connection with our brothers- and
sisters-in-Christ. Pastor Ronald Koh shares From The Heart (pg 13) about
how fellowship is a wonderful blessing.
And in this modern era, social media is taking the world by storm. Do
check out our feature Social Media & Christian Life (pg 26). We’ve
mapped out social media and its impact, and how we can ride this new
wave to make a difference for His kingdom.
Lastly, we are pleased to announce that Solid Rock is now available online!
You can download the PDF version of Solid Rock from our website
(www.newcreation.org.sg), or via our church’s all-new iPhone app.
Until we next connect with you, we trust you’ll enjoy the magazine and
be über blessed!

THE SOLID ROCK TEAM
solid.rock@newcreation.org.sg
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REINHARD

BONNKE
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legacy camp 2013
What do The Hulk, Optimus Prime and Iron Man have in common?
Apparently, everything! The blessed superheroes (all impacted by grace)
showed up at Legacy Camp 2013 on 17 June, much to the delight of the
youths from The Zone, our church’s youth ministry. Find out how lives were
impacted by Jesus, the greatest superhero of all, on pg 54.

MILLION

Pastor
Daniel
“Iron Man
”
C hong

DOCUMENTED DECISIONS

FOR CHRIST

evangelist reinhard bonnke
It was New Creation Church’s honour and privilege to host legendary evangelist,
Reverend Reinhard Bonnke, on Sunday, 23 June 2013. The founder of Christ for
All Nations, a powerful international ministry with a strong presence in Africa,
has led 55 million souls to receive Jesus as Lord and Saviour since the start of
the millennium.
Our church was blessed as he shared powerful biblical truths on the blood
of Jesus, and showed how His blood has washed, marked and sealed us as
believers for all eternity, to the glory of His name!

3.4
MILLION
FACEBOOK LIKES IN

FOUR LANGUAGES

SOLID ROCK
is now online...
Want to access the magazine on the go? We’ve
uploaded the latest edition online for your
reading pleasure. Here’s how to find it:
1. Visit www.newcreation.org.sg
2. Find the top menu tab that says Read+Feed
and click on Solid Rock to download the
PDF version.

ANOINTED CAMP SPEAKER:
SENIOR PASTOR JOSEPH PRINCE .
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“Social media can be a big evil,
but it can also be used for good.
The apostle Paul used the roads
that the Romans had built
for its soldiers to carry
the gospel into the world.
And we are using these
electronic roads for the gospel.”
– Reverend Reinhard Bonnke
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DID YOU
KNOW?
WISDOM TYPES
IN HEBREW
Did you know that in the Bible,
several different Hebrew words
are used to describe wisdom?
Here are the meanings, as defined
by Strong’s Concordance.

record turnout at healing and
breakthrough services
Over 2,000 people attended the Healing And Breakthrough Services on Sunday,
30 June 2013. The services at Shine Auditorium marked the highest attendance so
far for our church’s Chinese Ministry.
At both services, Pastor Mark Ng, who pastors our Chinese Ministry, prayed
specifically for people believing for financial breakthroughs, as well as healing from
physical symptoms. And the Lord’s powerful anointing was palpable.
“I felt a warm sensation through my whole body as pastor was praying,” said
Lily Teong, who is in her 60s. She had been suffering from haematuria (blood in
the urine) for six months, and encountered the manifestation of God’s healing
power that day.
“All my symptoms of pain have disappeared,” she exclaimed. During a scheduled
hospital check-up a few weeks later, the doctor issued her a clean bill of health!
“Praise the Lord!” she said excitedly. “We only need to trust the mighty hand
of God!”

Chokmah

חכמה

Skill (in war), wisdom (ethical and in
administration), shrewdness and prudence.
So you shall speak to all who are gifted artisans,
whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that
they may make Aaron’s garments, to consecrate
him, that he may minister to Me as priest.
Exodus 28:3

Sekel

שכל

Insight, understanding and good sense.
Only may the Lord give you wisdom
and understanding, and give you charge
concerning Israel, that you may keep
the law of the Lord your God.
1 Chronicles 22:12

Binah

בינה

Understanding and discernment.
Labour not to be rich:
cease from thine own wisdom.
Proverbs 23:4, KJV

... and SOLID ROCK
is on Instagram!
Yes. We’re keeping up with the times.
Get behind the scenes with our
Solid Rock team for exciting updates.
Follow us on Instagram (@nccsolidrock)
for the latest insights.

Yada

ידע

To know, to learn to know, to perceive and see,
and to know by experience.
So shall the knowledge of wisdom be to your soul;
If you have found it, there is a prospect,
And your hope will not be cut off.
Proverbs 24:14
For more on wisdom and how to make it
your priority, read His Word (pg 16).
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FROM THE HEART engage

we celebrate
racial and religious
harmony
Volunteers from The Zone
participated in Punggol North’s street
parade and carnival in celebration
of racial and religious harmony in
Singapore. Held on Sunday,
21 July 2013, the event provided
residents of different races and
religions an opportunity to learn
more about each other’s cultures
and beliefs.
The carnival featured fun, games and
food, and our youth representatives
were happy to hand out free
ice cream to the enthusiastic crowd
in attendance.

My Church, My Home
“… let us consider one another in order to stir up
love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together… exhorting one another...”
(Hebrews 10:24–25)

PASTOR RONALD KOH
ZONE YOUTHS ON
ICE CREAM DUTY.

In 1983, my father passed away very suddenly of a
heart attack. He was in Kuala Lumpur for work and
he died alone, away from home. I remember being in
shock, and feeling alone in my grief.

“It was an amazing experience,”
shared one of our youth volunteers.
“The ice cream was highly sought
after. The sudden rush of the crowd,
and the immediate beaming faces of
the recipients was unforgettable!”
Deacon Matthew Kang, chairman of
our church council, was also present
to receive an award on behalf of
the church in appreciation of our
sponsorship and participation from
guest-of-honour, Deputy Prime
Minister Teo Chee Hean.

Thankfully, I was blessed to have close kingdom
friends from my church and university cell group who
stood in faith with me during this time. My friends
gave me a listening ear and provided godly counsel.
They were there for me.
That incident always brings to mind 1 Timothy 6:12,
that God never intended us to “fight the good fight
of faith” alone. As I grew in my personal relationship
with the Lord, I came to realise the importance of
being connected not just to the Lord and the Word of
God in a vertical relationship, but also in a horizontal
relationship to members of His body through the local
church. So the first ministry that I joined when I made
New Creation Church (NCC) my home church was the
Care Group ministry.

DEACON MATTHEW KANG
WITH GUEST-OF-HONOUR
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER
TEO CHEE HEAN.

The Lamb Post

In care group, I found like-minded kingdom friends
who I could connect with. Each time I was there, I
would be edified and lifted up in His Word. I was
also impacted by the testimonies that were shared
amongst my care group friends.

Copyright © New Creation Church, Singapore, 2013.
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I remember when I first came to NCC and heard
testimonies shared from the pulpit, I would think
that those believers must be prayer warriors
walking strongly in the faith. But I also heard similar
testimonies in my care group. And the testimonies
were coming from care group members who did not

always seem to have it all together in their Christian
walk and were subject to like passions as the Bible
describes. (James 5:17, KJV)
This greatly encouraged me to continue to patiently
stand in faith for whatever breakthroughs I trusted
Him for. Through those friends, and what I witnessed
from them first-hand, I knew that God does not bless
or heal because of how good I am but because of His
goodness and grace. And I knew what God has done
for that brother or sister, He will also do for me.

“Church is a place where
we become a blessing
to others as we minister
to others with the
spiritual gifts that we have
received from God.”
It has been 11 years since I made NCC my home
church and I am grateful to be planted in this church
that I call home, and to be able to fellowship with
friends whom I count as family.
To me, church is not just a place to go to on Sunday
to worship corporately and receive the Word. Church
is a community where God also wants to bless us with
kingdom friends who can stand with us in our fight of
faith. It is a place where we in turn become a blessing
to others as we minister to others with the spiritual
gifts that we have received from God, as good
stewards of His manifold grace. (1 Peter 4:10)
13
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ISRAEL HOUGHTON
Four-time Grammy Award-winner Israel Houghton was in
Singapore recently. SOLID ROCK took the opportunity to
speak with him.

THE POWER OF
A GOOD SONG

REVELATION
WHEN DID YOU FIRST ENCOUNTER
THE GOSPEL OF GRACE?
I read Destined To Reign in 2007. My
friend had it and highly recommended
it. This changed my life. It changed how I
approached God as well as how I helped
others experience God through worship.
HOW DID YOU FEEL AFTER READING IT?
It was a combination of being very inspired
and also being very frustrated. [Laughs]
I felt like for the first 35 years of my life,
somebody had not told me the whole story,
the whole gospel. It was like the lights came
on. Part of me went, “Man, why didn’t I
know this sooner?”
YOU MET SENIOR PASTOR
JOSEPH PRINCE...
I met Pastor Prince a year later. It was just a
real kindred connection. It felt like we had
known each other a lot longer than we had,
and we’ve remained close since.
WHAT DOES GRACE MEAN TO YOU?
We know that it is unmerited favour. It’s
undeserved. You know there is nothing you
could have done to earn your place. But
God says that there’s something He’s placed
in you for you to be – not for you to do and
achieve, but to just be and receive.
SOLID ROCK 2013 EDITION 3
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“The songs we sing
aren’t just about
good melodies and
nice moments;
they become revelation
and truth to us.”

WHAT ARE SOME SONGS THAT
WERE INFLUENCED BY THE GOSPEL
OF GRACE?
I think the first one was a song that
Peter Wilson from Hillsong London
and I wrote called I Receive. Certain
lines from the song literally came out
from the Destined To Reign book. Like
“Accepted, highly favoured of the
Lord”. I’ve got to be honest that this
would have been very difficult for me to
sing years ago because I wouldn’t have
believed that I could be accepted in
that way. I always felt like it (favour) had
to be earned.

REPETITION
“The power of
repetition has a way
of getting the words
and theology of
those words ingrained
into people’s minds and
into their thinking.”

FAVOUR
AND GRACE

AND WHO CAN FORGET THE SONG
JESUS AT THE CENTER?
It is a song that could easily be credited
to the teaching of Pastor Prince and by
sitting under his ministry. A lot of people
seemed to connect with that song.
Grace is a person, and Jesus is that
person. You begin to realise that before
the foundations of the earth, there was
Jesus slain for us. So from beginning to
the end, and everything in between, it’s
always been about Jesus. I had wanted
to write about that for a long time, but I
could never quite land it. Embracing this
revelation enabled that song to come.

“I wouldn’t choose me!
I wouldn’t use me!
I know me! So it’s
humbling yet beautifully
frightening when
you realise that
God is using you in a
significant way.
That’s the force of
God’s favour.”

15
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“God wants to give you all the wisdom you need
to excel in whatever it is you need to do.”

Ever found yourself given a job and feeling like you’re the
least equipped person in the world to carry it out? Andy
had such an experience. Not too long ago, he was
appointed acting manager of a leading technological
company in his home state of Colorado. On hearing this
piece of news, half of him was delighted, the other half plain
terrified. His first thought was, “How am I, a 20-year-old
boy with not much working experience, going to run a
well-known store, effectively lead some 90 employees
– some of whom are more than twice my age – and bring
in the expected profits?”
The young man was downright intimidated and he knew
that he needed to seek God for wisdom. So at the start of
this job, Andy listened to one of my sermons on speaking
God’s promises over his life. “This,” he wrote to tell me later,
“gave me the insight to apply the spoken Word of God into
my life.” I’ll let him tell you the resulting success he saw in
his own words:
By constantly declaring scriptures on God’s
promises, my mind was directed away from fears
and into possibilities. God gave me favour with the
higher management and I also gained the trust
from my team as their new leader. He gave me
innovative ideas that my company was able to apply
at my store and these ideas are now used across the
country. And to top it all off, our store had our two
best quarters ever!
I want you to notice what Andy said. When the wisdom of
God showed him how to apply the Word to his mountain
of a situation, he began to see possibilities, not limits. The
challenges were still there, but now he saw what he could
do instead of being paralysed by what he thought he could
not do. God’s wisdom and favour gave him influence with
the management and his team. It also opened the door to a
slew of brilliant ideas that became a blessing to his store and
SOLID ROCK 2013 EDITION 3
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to the company, and sent his sales soaring to a whole new
level! What an amazing outcome as a result of tapping into
God’s wisdom.

GOD WANTS TO GIVE YOU WISDOM
Are you facing a situation where you’re conscious of
the pressure on you or where giants loom large in the
landscape? Maybe you’re a young person starting a
business in a highly competitive industry dominated by big
players. Perhaps you’ve been dealing with a disintegrating
relationship with your spouse or child that seems to be
getting worse. Or maybe you’re at a crossroad today – you
have to make a decision that could change the direction
of your life. Whichever the case, you’re crying out, “I don’t
know what to do! Help!”
My friend, God wants to give you all the wisdom you need
to excel in whatever it is you need to do. You may not be
the most qualified, most experienced, most talented or
most intelligent, but one drop of God’s wisdom will show
you what you need to do and put you at the top of your
game. Like Andy, you’ll not just survive, but you’ll also thrive.
You’ll not just do well, but you’ll also excel!

WISDOM ABOVE KNOWLEDGE
Please don’t get me wrong. I’m not against having paper
qualifications, a high IQ or pursuing information and
knowledge, but think about it: in this digital age we live in,
we have a wealth of information at our fingertips and yet,
despite the daily bombardment of information bits and
bytes, it seems like many of us are more confused, stressed
and depressed than ever.
What we need is not more worldly knowledge and counsel,
but wisdom that comes from God. There is counsel that
comes from the world, but the Bible tells us the blessed man
21
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“With God’s wisdom, you stop walking
around in circles in the desert and move
into your promised land.”

does not walk according to it. Instead, he walks according
to God’s Word and wisdom. (Psalm 1:1-3) God’s wisdom,
however, does not come by reading a lot of books, going
for courses or getting the latest news and information. It
comes from knowing the Lord and having Him lead you by
His Spirit and His Word. And His wisdom is what the world is
sorely lacking. It is what we need more and more of – every
day and in every facet of life.

PUT WISDOM AT THE TOP OF YOUR LIST
It’s no wonder God tells us the number one thing we should
be pursuing every day is wisdom: “Wisdom is the principal
thing; therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get
understanding.” (Proverbs 4:7) Let me give The Message
translation, just for those who like making to-do lists:
“Above all and before all, do this: Get Wisdom! Write this at
the top of your list: Get Understanding!”
Most of us, however, don’t seem to have “Get wisdom” on
our daily to-do lists, or it’s just not at the top. We make time
for anything and everything but wisdom: “Gym at 10am.”
“Lunch with Pam at 12.30pm.” “Get Chelsea a dress for
her birthday.” “Pick up kids at 5pm.” “Meet new client at
mall, 7pm.”
There’s nothing wrong with pursuing the things we need to
do for the day. But God wants us to prioritise His wisdom
above everything else we set our hearts to pursue. The word
SOLID ROCK 2013 EDITION 3
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“principal” in Proverbs 4:7 is the Hebrew word re’shiyth,
which means “very first”, “best” and “chief”, telling us that
in all our daily pursuits, getting wisdom is the most important
and best thing we can do.
You see, if you seek the Lord’s wisdom first, He who knows all
things will lead and help you do all the things you need to do
for the day. Wouldn’t you prefer His kind of results over what
your limited strength and intelligence can produce?
My friend, Jesus cares for you deeply and wants to bless all
the work of your hands. He wants you to have fruitful days,
not wasted days. He can tell you which body part needs
more of a workout and which muscles need a rest, so you
don’t suffer injuries. He can help you select the right dish
from the menu since He knows that you’ve been wanting to
lose some weight. He can help you pick out the right dress
that your daughter will absolutely love, and at an affordable
price too. He can give you wisdom and favour with your
client, such that your client will be delighted to do business
with you. How can you lose, when you have the Lord’s
wisdom flowing through you in all that you set your hands to?

PURSUE WISDOM, NOT RICHES
AND HONOUR
Many young people today, when they enter the workforce,
set their hearts on pursuing money and recognition. They
set short- and long-term goals and work frantically towards

that first “C” – credit card, car or country club. They do
whatever it takes to get that promotion or impressivesounding title. Strife and anxiety become a way of life as
they climb the social ladder. Unfortunately, such a stressful
lifestyle usually takes a toll on their health. They use their
health to get wealth, only to have to use their wealth to
get back health later on in life!
My friend, that’s not the path that God wants you to
take in life. He’s not against you having riches, but He’s
against riches having you. He’s not against you having
honour, but He wants you to honour Him and His ways
first. If He were against you having riches and honour,
then He wouldn’t have said that riches and honour, and
even longevity, come with wisdom: “Length of days is
in her [wisdom’s] right hand, in her left hand riches and
honour.” (Proverbs 3:16)
The key here is not to pursue what wisdom can give you,
but to pursue wisdom herself. Young people, when you
embrace wisdom, you’ll find her embracing you back, and
guess what? In her right hand is longevity for you, and in
her left hand, riches and honour.
So let me challenge you today to make wisdom your
number one prayer request. Every day, put getting
wisdom at the top of your to-do list. Pursue and embrace
wisdom. You won’t lose out. In fact, you’ll win in life. You’ll
accomplish more in a shorter time. You’ll see things others

don’t and avoid pitfalls. You’ll overcome every challenge
and come out on top.

WISDOM ABOVE QUICK FIXES
Many of us face the same challenges over and over again.
For some it’s a health issue, for others, a financial or
relationship issue. Every time the same problem crops up,
we cry out to God for yet another miracle. In situations like
this, I encourage you to pray, “God, give me wisdom to get
out of this once and for all.” It is much better to have God’s
wisdom to stay out of the same problem for good, than to
be bailed out again and again and not experience lasting
victory in this area.
Like any good father, God wants you to walk in wisdom,
make the right decisions and choose the right paths. That’s
why He wants you to pursue His wisdom as the principal
thing, above miracles or quick fixes. With God’s wisdom,
you stop walking around in circles in the desert and move
into your promised land. That chronic health condition
finally ceases and you step into a greater measure of divine
health. The same old money problems are resolved and bad
spending habits are broken. Strife no longer has an open
door to wreak havoc in your family.
Let me share with you a testimony of someone who found
this to be true. Julie and her husband of three years had
been struggling to raise his two teenage sons along with
23
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“Whether it’s family life, work life or ministry, we
need to acknowledge that we need wisdom.”

her two pre-adolescent children under the same roof. Daily
parenting challenges escalated into serious marital problems
when to make things worse, her husband’s new job required
him to be away from home for weeks at a time. She shared:
Both my husband and I didn’t know how to deal
with our situations and make changes. But in the
midst of all this, God used you, Pastor Prince,
to open my eyes to the reality that I am God’s
beloved… and to face each new challenge with
an attitude of, “My Father will turn it around for
my good.”
God has opened my husband’s and my eyes to the
realities of our stepchildren’s past and given us
wisdom to help them. Now, my relationship with
my younger stepson has improved greatly. While
my relationship with my older stepson is still
challenging, there has been progress, and his eyes
are being opened to the fact that his behaviours
need addressing. My children are seeing up-close
God’s wisdom through the way we now parent in
difficult situations.
My heavenly Father has also opened a door of
communication between my husband and me
in an area that had always been difficult, and in
the natural, seemingly insurmountable. We have
reached a new and sweet level in our marriage
and have grown in our trust of each other as
never before.
Most importantly, I KNOW my Father loves me. He
speaks to me and I trust Him to show me how to
walk this life.
What a beautiful testimony of the Lord’s love for His
beloved, and of the effect of His wisdom! Beloved, you too
can lean on His love, ask Him to speak to you and show you
how to turn a long-term, difficult situation around.

WISDOM IS FOR THE HUMBLE
Whether it’s family life, work life or ministry, we need
to acknowledge that we need wisdom. Most of us,
SOLID ROCK 2013 EDITION 3
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unfortunately, believe we already have plenty of what it
takes to handle the situations we face… and then fall flat
on our faces. This is why wisdom is for the humble who
depend on the Lord and ask of Him all the time. If you
will acknowledge that you need God’s wisdom, His Word
promises you that He will show you which paths to take and
teach you to profit in all that you do. (Proverbs 3:6, NLT;
Isaiah 48:17)
In the Old Testament, Solomon became Israel’s new king
after his father, David, had passed on. Solomon was young,
inexperienced and overwhelmed by this job of leading an
entire nation of God’s chosen people.
That’s why, when God visited Solomon in a dream and
asked him what he wanted, the young king didn’t ask
for riches and fame, or the life of his enemies. Instead
he humbly asked for an understanding heart to govern
God’s people well: “Therefore give to Your servant an
understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may
discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge
this great people of Yours?” (1 Kings 3:9)
God was pleased with Solomon’s request, and He gave
Solomon a wise and understanding heart to discern good
and evil and rule His people well. I believe that the same
request that pleased God then also pleases Him today.

ASK GOD FOR WISDOM
My friend, we need to be like Solomon in his asking God
for a heart of understanding and discernment. Despite the
fact that he was king over Israel, he was humble enough
to recognise that he was but “a little child” who didn’t
know “how to go out or come in” when it came to ruling
the kingdom and needed God’s wisdom. (1 Kings 3:7) The
result? Solomon didn’t just become a wise king, but the
wisest king history has ever witnessed. The Bible states that
during Solomon’s reign, “all the earth sought the presence
of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his
heart.” (1 Kings 10:24)
Let me show you how God responds today when we ask
Him for wisdom: “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask
of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach,
25
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“When you ask God for an understanding
heart, you’ll be able to discern good
from evil, truth from lie.”

for you. It’s never too late to ask Him for a hearing and
discerning heart. It’ll save you a lot of money, tears and
wasted years.

JESUS IS YOUR WISDOM TODAY
“Okay, Pastor Prince, I see the importance of seeking God’s
wisdom. How do I begin to experience it every day?”

and it will be given to him.” (James 1:5) Note the words
“liberally and without reproach”. That’s the style in which
God gives you wisdom. He gives it to you freely and
generously! He is not going to scold you for asking, or find
reasons to withhold His wisdom from you. No, He is more
than happy to give it to you. All you have to do is ask in
faith. (James 1:6)
Knowing this truth has greatly encouraged me to always ask
the Lord for wisdom. For example, when I’m on my way to
meet and counsel somebody, I’ll say, “Lord Jesus, I need
Your wisdom. Thank You for supplying me with Your wisdom
in this situation.” You can do the same too. When the phone
rings and you know it’s a difficult customer, say, “Lord Jesus,
give me wisdom. Speak through me.” When you don’t know
why your baby keeps crying, call upon the Lord for wisdom.
Keep asking and keep receiving.

ASK FOR DISCERNMENT THAT
DIRECTS AND DELIVERS
When King Solomon asked the Lord for wisdom, the
Bible tells us he specifically asked for an “understanding
heart” that was able to “discern between good and evil”.
(1 Kings 3:9) The word “understanding” here is translated
from the Hebrew word, shama, which means “to hear.” So
an understanding heart is really a hearing heart, one that
is sensitive to God’s voice, promptings and leadings. When
you ask God for an understanding heart, you’ll be able
to discern good from evil, truth from lie. You’ll be able to
see things others don’t and judge the situation accurately
because your heart is tuned to the omniscient God who
knows all things.
You’ll know whether or not to hire the person you are
interviewing, to choose someone as your business partner,
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or to develop a deeper relationship with someone. The
person may ooze charm, seem like the perfect candidate
and meet all your criteria. But unless you are operating
by the Lord’s discernment, it’s easy to be fooled by what
you see and hear (or even by “common sense”) and
make the wrong decision.
The Lord’s discernment can also open your eyes to
see the folly of certain things you’ve been doing. One
teenage boy in our youth ministry, for example, testified
how falling in love with Jesus and having His wisdom
opened his eyes to the foolishness of being involved with
a gang and being a trouble-maker in school. It made him
leave the gang for good.
When God’s wisdom begins to flow, it’s like the scales
suddenly fall off your eyes. You’re able to see and say
things like, “Why am I in this destructive relationship?
I need the Lord to show me how to get out of it and
what is His best for me.” “Why am I smoking my life
away? I have beautiful kids who want me around for
a long time!” “Why am I so affected by what that
person just said? I’m giving her power over me by
being so affected.”
The Book of Proverbs says, “When wisdom enters your
heart… discretion will preserve you; understanding
will keep you, to deliver you from the way of evil…”
(Proverbs 2:10–12) When you have wisdom, you are able
to see clearly through God’s eyes, get off the wrong
paths and onto the right paths, and be delivered from
evil, pain and loss.
Beloved, God is for you and not against you. He wants
to protect you and give you the best experiences and
future. Only He knows what lies ahead and what’s best

The apostle Paul tells us, “But of Him you are in Christ Jesus,
who became for us wisdom from God – and righteousness
and sanctification and redemption”. (1 Corinthians 1:30)
What this means is that because you are in Christ Jesus, He
has become your wisdom. Note how “wisdom from God”
is the very first thing that Jesus became for you. Again, see
how God prioritises wisdom, and thank God that you have
Christ as your heavenly wisdom today. He is available to you
as your wisdom 24/7.
When our Lord walked on earth, He walked in divine
wisdom. He was wisdom personified. He always knew
what to say and do in every situation. His wisdom shut the
mouths of the crafty Pharisees who wanted to trap Him. He
was never harried, confused or worried, but always cool,
in control and right on time. He ministered to the sick and
poor with miraculous results. Every word He spoke, every
deed He performed, was perfect – always a sweet-smelling
aroma to His Father.
This wisdom that Jesus manifested, this wisdom that He
flowed in daily, is now yours for the taking because you are
in Christ. Each morning when you wake up, say, “Jesus,
thank You for being my wisdom today.” When you’re faced
with any challenge, say, “Jesus, I take You as my wisdom.”
Always involve Him in your decision making. That’s how you
start to live life with Jesus as your wisdom working in and

through you. It’s simply a matter of being conscious that
Jesus, your wisdom, is always with you to guide and help
you because He loves you. Just spend and enjoy time in
His presence, and seek Him and His wisdom through
His Word.
For example, I encourage you to read and meditate
on the Book of Proverbs. It’s a book that’s chock-full
of practical wisdom for everyday life. There’s wisdom
for health and longevity, wisdom for avoiding sexual
immorality and other pitfalls, wisdom for finances,
relationships, marriage, parenting, work and lots more.
You’ll learn priceless truths that will go a long way in
helping you navigate safely and successfully through life.
The more you get this book on the inside of you, the
more the Spirit of Christ in you is able to bring to your
remembrance a word of wisdom that He has imparted to
you – a truth that will guide, preserve and deliver you.

KNOW JESUS AS YOUR WISDOM
My friend, like the people whose testimonies I’ve shared,
it doesn’t matter if you are not the smartest in the
natural, or the most talented and experienced. Maybe
you don’t even have a father to guide you through life.
But that does not mean you are destined for a life of
failure or mediocrity.
The truth is, you have a heavenly Father who loves you
infinitely, believes in you and is for you every step of the
way. And the greatest thing that He has done for you
is to place you in Christ, “in whom are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” (Colossians 2:3)
I pray that you will prioritise knowing Him and taking Him
as your wisdom every day – and step into a whole new
level of His blessings and success.

© Copyright Joseph Prince, 2013. All rights reserved.
Recommended CD messages:
• Make Wisdom Your #1 Prayer Request, 18 September 2011
• Wisdom – The Key To True Prosperity, 20 September 2009
• Hearing God Through Your Heart And Those Around You, 30 April 2006
• The Right Hand And Left Hand Of Wisdom, 16 October 2005
To obtain the CD messages, visit the Media Resource Counters on service
days, Rock Gifts & Book Centre (6694 3007) or www.josephprince.com
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The familiar TGIF acronym (also widely known as Thank God It’s Friday) may no longer
be used exclusively to express excitement in anticipation of an upcoming weekend. With
Twitter, Google, iPhone, and Facebook all the rage in today’s connected society, it takes on
a whole new meaning.
Social media platforms have permeated all aspects of life, impacting our work, our leisure
activities, and not least, our walk with the Lord.
As God’s beloved children, what do we make of all of this? Regardless of where you are with
this phenomenon, God and technology can intersect. Here are some snippets of how social
media can impact the world for Christ.

SOLID ROCK 2013 EDITION 3

28

29

SOLID ROCK 2013 EDITION 3

FEATURES edify

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

#evangelism

You can be sure the social media revolution didn’t
take Jesus by surprise. While you won’t find words like
“Instagram” or “Facebook” in Scripture, the wisdom of
biblical communication is clearly laid out in the Bible.

In a world where digital media and its tools are on the rise, social media can inspire faith, encourage the hopeless,
and much more. Here are some examples of how ministries and pop icons are making waves through social media.

Know When To Speak…
Tell the good news (Romans 10:15), speak the truth in
love (Ephesians 4:15), and speak for those who cannot.
(Proverbs 31:8)

… And How To!
Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt,
that you may know how you ought to answer each one.
(Colossians 4:6)

Twitter Revolution

Joseph Prince Ministries

SOCIAL MEDIA 101

LET’S GET PRACTICAL
Edifying the body of Christ is good. So what do you
do when the rubber meets the road? Or fingers, the
keyboard? Here are some tips on how you can use social
media for Jesus.
4 Be purposeful. Just as you would extol the value of the
roti prata you just ate, you can also declare “Jesus is
amazing!”
4 Be clear. As much as 90 per cent of communication is
non-verbal, so think before you type.
4 Mind your language. Just as you would in real life.
4 Don’t argue. It doesn’t do any good. (2 Timothy 2:23)
4 Connect personally. One-on-one conversations are
much more powerful than random posts.
4 Be a friend. When people are down, reach out and
show them the love of Christ. (John 13:34)
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Social media is the means of interactions among people
in which they create, share, and exchange information and
ideas in virtual communities and networks. Keen to be a
part of it? Here’s a little primer to help you get started.
Twitter: Twitter is an online service that enables
users to send and read text-based messages of
up to 140 characters, known as “tweets”.
Facebook: The world’s largest social network
which makes it easy for you to connect and share
status updates, photos, videos and quotes with
your family and friends online.
Instagram: An online service that enables users
to take pictures and videos and instantly share
them online.
WhatsApp: An instant messaging application
for smartphones that enables you to send text
messages, pictures, and audio and video clips to
individual contacts and groups.
YouTube: A popular video-sharing website,
owned by Google, on which users can upload,
view and share videos.

With the help of digital media,
the gospel of grace now reaches
beyond the four walls of New
Creation Church and the shores of
Singapore. For example, the gospel
of God’s grace reaches a worldwide
audience through YouTube,
Facebook, podcasts and the like.
Glancing at snippets of YouTube
alone, the bite-sized sermons can
chalk up to tens of thousands of
views each time. Looking to feed on
a sermon when it’s not a Sunday?
Out of town but wanting to plug in
to Sunday sermons? Have no fear.
YouTube and podcasts are here.

THE GOSPEL
(TOLD IN SOCIAL
MEDIA-SIZED
PORTIONS)

Jesus and Justin Bieber
Do you know Justin Bieber? Sure
you do. He’s the Canadian pop
star with 8.9 million followers on
Instagram. He’s also garnered more
than 55 million likes on Facebook,
and is the first to get 40 million
Twitter followers. Whether you’re
a fan or not, Bieber has put his
online presence to good use. In
July, he uploaded a picture of Pastor
Judah Smith’s new book Jesus Is
on Instagram, which was re-posted
countless times.

Twitter:
Be a follower of Jesus!

Just 140 characters have the
potential to bring about big
changes. Just ask Alex Eklund.
The freshman from a Christian
university in Texas took to Twitter
after noticing girls updating
their Facebook statuses during a
Victoria’s Secret Fashion Show.
Apparently, girls all shared a similar
sentiment, which was the belief
that body change was a necessity in
order to look good like the models
in the show.
In response, Eklund sent the now
famous tweet: “I’d rather have a
Proverbs 31 woman than a Victoria’s
Secret model.” Almost instantly,
Eklund’s post went viral. One thing
led to another, and the LIVE 31
Movement (inspired by Proverbs 31)
was formed.

iPhone:
God’s love for you is personal and His blessings
are customised to suit you!

TG I F

Facebook:
We are surrounded by a great cloud of
witnesses! Fellowshipping with the saints!

Google:
Seek and find the answers to life in the Bible!
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WHAT CHURCHES
STATE AS THEIR MOST
EFFECTIVE METHOD
OF OUTREACH

My Seven-Day Abstinence

Well… not really. I do have a par ticular
Hello. My name is Dawn, and I’m a social media addict. Just kidding!
to my smar tphone.
fondness for social networking, and an inexplicable attachment
understand how I can be texting and chatting away
For one, I’m constant ly on WhatsApp. My husband can never
without running out of anything to say. I’m trying to fix this.

24.7%
KNOCKING ON
DOORS

46.1%
SOCIAL MEDIA

14.3%
NEWSPAPER

God can use anything to reach out to
the people of the world, even social
media! Believe it or not, almost 80
per cent of churches are on Facebook,
with 40 per cent using it every day!
Here is a compilation of effective
outreach methods in 2012 as compiled
by BuzzPlant Survey.

FUN FACTS!

9.1%
RADIO

5.8%
TV
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NATION

(From Social Media)

BILLION
HOURS OF

V I D E O S

t and easily accessible. At any time of day, I
I also enjoy doing quiet time via the smar tphone. It’s small, compac
the day through mobile apps, and connect to church
can read daily devotions via email, ponder upon the verse of
m. #peoplepostnicepictureshere
Instagra
as
on Facebook. Then, there’s this wonderful world known
never thought I would. I told everyone I’d disconnect
For the purposes of this ar ticle, I decided I’d do something I
from my smar tphone. For seven days. Or at least, I’d try.
would I do without my apps? Or Instagram? And
I can never forget the initial surge of terror. It’s vivid still. What
I’ve lived to tell the tale. Here’s how my week went:
Twitter? Or Facebook? I had to go find out. By God’s grace,

Day 1

I
te is in disarray.
My morning commu
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s
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e
normally use the tim
s,
ail
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the web, read
on schedules, surf
.
Facebook statuses
gh
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I
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Since I have no iP
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I reach the
fellow commuters.
iphanies (because
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e
lif
no
and gain
mit
in the eye), but com
nobody looked me
ily
da
th me and a
to br ing a book wi
.
row
or
tom
devotional

My phone stays silent. I check for missed
calls and text messages every 30 seconds,
but find nothing.
Meanwhile, somebody hacks into my
Instagram account. I jump at the blessed
oppor tunity to turn on my iPhone. I log
in, change my password, and quickly log
out again.

a litt le lonely.
I am bored, if not

Day 2

I miss the social connections that have been
forged online. Just as I am star ting to think
that nobody is ever going to call or text
message, colleagues send me sympathetic
messages like: “How are you doing (without
your iPhone)?” and “Everything okay on your
side?” It is all very dramatic.

Ten minutes later, I find myself scrolling
through WhatsApp. (Notewor thy
messages received: a testimony by a Care
Group member, a ministry announcement,
a girlfriend sharing about her broken
shoe, and most horrifyingly, an intense
discussion about a local drama series
that I happened to be watching.)
I also decide to make a small comment, or
two, but remain in total control. My editor
glares at me.

(P.S. My
husband would
like me to note
that he is
enjoying this
experiment
because he
now gets my
full attention.)

are watched

Day 4

ticipating that I
My bad for not an
an actual camera
would need to br ing
one does not have
to a wedding when
g dinner, my kid
rin
a smar tphone. Du
and I resist the
makes funny faces
my iPhone.
urge to reach for

Day 5

MONTH

Source: YouTube

Day 3

my
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I also g only to laugh a
if
sister;

Breakthrough! I am actually beginning to
appreciate the quiet now that I have no
mobile notifications. During church service
at The Star, I take out my notebook and
pen to jot down sermon notes. Best thing
ever. I think I can get used to this.

Day 6

A friend is having a bad
day. But I didn’t know this
because I didn’t see her
Facebook status without my
smar tphone. I log in again
so that I can get up to speed
before I call her (texting on
this non-smar tphone takes
too long). I learn that some
things are best communicated
over the phone. Then again,
I wouldn’t have known what
happened if I hadn’t checked
Facebook.

Day 7

Two words.

It’s over!

Verdict? I won’t be throwing
away my smar tphone any
time soon. Social media and
technology definitely have their
merits as they excel at building
and maintaining a community.
But the distractions are
count less! While the experiment
felt like the hardest thing ever,
I must admit I was beginning to
enjoy this. I might just revisit
this digital detox sometime in
the near future. I’m not sure if
my friends would give me the
thumbs up again, but at least
my husband would be pleased.
Well, there’s only one way to
find out.
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Changed
In ChoLae

Missions may have been the furthest thing
from her mind, but NATALIE JOY LEE
discovered how quickly things can change
with a short mission trip to a small village
in rural Thailand.

The school bell rang as we stood in a neat row upon Chumchon
Wat Cholae School’s compounds, and looked into the smiling
eyes of nearly 200 children aged three to 17. It was time to say
goodbye, and the sweltering heat (39 degrees Celsius) rained
perspiration down our temples.
The principal took hold of the microphone, and in slightly
accented English shared, “Thank you for coming to Cholae, and
for a wonderful cultural exchange. If you want to come back to
Chiang Mai, we welcome you back anytime.” He then turned
to whisper into one of his staff’s ears, who instructed the kids to
start singing.
In unison, the school chorused, “Jesus is in our hearts…”
One might be forgiven for thinking that the mission trip must
have spanned across a significant amount of time.
SOLID ROCK 2013 EDITION 3
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and morning devotional, we
set off. The journey between
our accommodation and the
school was an hour, but spirits
were high in our song taos.

But that could not be further
from the truth.
This was, in fact, the first
mission team heading into
Cholae, and the principal’s first
interaction with a grace-based
Christian group. It was also
the first mission experience for
many in our 27-strong team
from New Creation Church
(NCC). And the total time
spent there? Six days.

Song taos are the best form of
public transportation in Chiang
Mai, and can be described as
door-less, truck-like pickups,
with benches in the back.
Usually red, the song tao also
functions like a shared taxi,
and is a cheap way to get
around the village.

BREAKING GROUND
Cholae is a subdistrict of
Mae Taeng District, in Chiang
Mai Province, Thailand.
Approximately 85 per cent
of the people in Chiang Mai
are Buddhists. There are also
more than 200 temples or
wats in the province, with
some dating back to 1296.

When our song taos finally
rumbled into the school and
across the pebbled grounds,
we were surprised to find a
sea of bright red envelop our
vision. The students in Cholae
School had purposely come
to school earlier than usual to
receive their special visitors
from Singapore.

I had zero experience and
zero interest in mission work.
But somehow, a longing
began brewing in my heart
and slowly intensified to the
point of no return. Some
months back, when GenRev
(NCC’s youth group for single
working adults aged 17 to
29) announced an upcoming
mission trip to Cholae School
to teach English and to share
the gospel with children there,
I knew it was for me.

We immediately felt touched
and welcomed, and any earlier
apprehension about how we
would be received dissolved.
While we enjoyed our time
there tremendously, a few
favourite memories stood out.

GOD IS MOVING
One in particular had to do
with Dao, a four-year-old
girl, whose first day of school
coincided with ours. I was
placed in her kindergarten
class and found out that she
had just moved from Myanmar
to Thailand. She was very
awkward and shy. As our team
sang, danced and shared
exciting Bible stories, Dao
remained unmoved, and slept
through it all.

So on 19 May 2013, we
checked in our bags, and
lugged projectors and camera
equipment on board a flight
to Chiang Mai.
On the first day, we woke up
bright and early at six. After
a quick breakfast, quiet time
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Anointing my palms with oil,
a few of us strolled to the
little one who was fast asleep
in a corner, declaring favour
with her and a change of
spirit in time. As our team
carried on into the second
half of the day, we had
completely forgotten about
the little prayer we said for
Dao. However, God did not.

Calvary. That very day,
113 children gave their lives
to Jesus.

FAREWELL FOR NOW
Fast forward to the final
day’s closing session. The
scene was unforgettable:
as the children stood in the
hall, all 27 of us laid hands
on, and prayed for every
single one of them. The kids
who had received prayer
sat down, some tearing
and others crying. As we
continued towards the back,
speaking in tongues and
proclaiming a mighty future
for His beloved children, I
took a child aside and with
our translator, asked why
she was crying. Did she
already miss us, knowing
that we were leaving? The
sobbing child said she didn’t
know, so I simply explained:
“These are happy tears,
Jesus is now and forever in
your heart, and He will
never ever leave you! Now
go tell your friends who
are crying this wonderful
news, alright?”

As time went by, Dao slowly
opened up to teacher after
teacher who approached
her. By the end of the day,
she eagerly interacted with
us and was full of joy. What a
complete transformation!
Another memorable event
was the skit on the prodigal
son that the team performed
in front of more than 170
students. We stuck big black
stickers with words (such
as useless, naughty, stupid,
dejected and lonely) on the
prodigal son to represent the
flaws that he was unable to
“peel off” himself.
The students were visibly
touched as we shared how
the prodigal son’s father
embraced and loved him,
and removed the stickers.
Immediately following the
stage play, each child was
given one sticker and asked
to write down a flaw or
problem they faced. Some
wrote that they did not want
to be poor anymore; I was
humbled when I read that.
The children then placed
their stickers onto a picture
of Jesus on the cross, which
symbolised how Christ took
all their flaws and problems at

I will always remember this:
as Chart our translator
conveyed this message in
Thai, the little girl slowly
broke into a smile and went
off to tell her friends.
Hearing the children confess
Jesus as Lord at our final
farewell merely confirmed
what I already felt: this
mission trip far exceeded
my wildest expectations. It
is surely a wonderful start to
more mission trips to come!
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Love For Jesus And Singapore

Jesus, My SHEPHERD
Last year, everything I held dear in my life went wrong and I went
into depression. But by God’s grace, I was saved. I joined a care group
in New Creation Church (NCC) soon after and started serving the Lord.

I FIND courage,
love and grace in jesus...
As i rest, god works!

However, my troubles did not stop. My dad fell ill in June this year and
had a stroke on my birthday. I remember I was on the way to meet
my friends after church service that day when my mum called to
tell me the bad news.
I went to the Intensive Care Unit, and my dad looked so weak as the
stroke had left him half paralysed. I also could not understand a word
he was saying. As the only believer in my family, I could only pray that
the Lord would heal him, and consoled my dad that he will recover.
Miraculously, my dad was transferred to a normal ward three days
later, and was sent to a community hospital for physiotherapy within
a week.
Throughout his time in hospital, my care group friends came to visit
him and prayed over him. In just a month, my dad was discharged
and can now walk on his own and talk to us. Praise the Lord! Even the
therapist and the doctors say that he is recovering amazingly well. I
know that this is all God’s blessing and healing! The Lord loves me so
much that He takes care of my family too. I really thank my care
group for the love shown to my family.
Truly, the Lord is my Shepherd and Provider. I know that all the
challenges I face in life have already been overcome! Hallelujah!

Truly, the Lord
is my Shepherd
and Provider. I
know that all the
challenges I face
in life have already
been overcome!

– The writer has requested to remain anonymous.
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From DARKNESS INTO LIGHT

I cleared
the interview
effortlessly
by God’s grace.

Restful healing and increase
In June 2012, I went for a routine medical check-up. My Pap smear
results showed the presence of abnormal cells. After undergoing an
additional test and a biopsy, the results confirmed the cells had a grade
three abnormality (CIN3), just one step away from being cancerous.

Open Door To A Better Job

As a preventive measure, my gynaecologist advised me to go for surgery
as soon as possible to remove the top layer of my cervix. However,
the side effect was that my cervix would be shortened and it would
affect future pregnancies.

I just want to share how great our God is.
I left my previous job in February 2013.
While I received a few job offers in the
following two months, I did not feel the
peace to accept them.

Today, by the grace of god,
my identity is found in jesus.

At the end of March, I applied for a job
with a company that I liked, but did not
pin much hope on it as I felt it was very
difficult to get into this company. Yet,
two weeks later, I was asked to go for
an interview with them. Facing a panel of
five interviewers, I cleared the interview
effor tlessly by God’s grace. Jesus just
seemed to open the “door of utterance” in
my mouth. Two days later, I received the
job offer with a salary higher than what I
last drew!
The entire recruitment process only took
slightly more than a month. I understand that
for this par ticular company, the recruitment
process usually takes between four to
six months. Thank You Lord Jesus for
compressing time!
Praise and glory to Lord Jesus for this
open door!

– The writer has requested to remain
anonymous.
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But I continued to feed on God’s Word and started partaking of the
Holy Communion almost every day, declaring healing scriptures over
myself, and praying in tongues.

I know it has nothing to do
with me or my little faith,
but all to do with
god’s faithfulness to me.

At the same time, my husband and I also decided that we would stop
trying to plan for the perfect time to have a baby. At that time, my
husband was still looking for a job and I was awaiting an all-clear
medical report. We decided to let go and let God, knowing that He has
good plans for us.
A few days before Christmas last year, my husband received a job
offer. The very next day, we found out that I was pregnant! God’s
timing is perfect! My gynaecologist also conducted another Pap smear,
and results came back normal!
My heavenly Father not only healed me, but He also blessed me with
the gift of a child! He is truly the One who is able to do exceedingly
and abundantly above all that we can ask or think of! I used to listen
to testimonies and admire other people’s “great faith”. Now that I have
tasted His goodness, I know it has nothing to do with me or my little
faith, but all to do with God’s faithfulness to me. All praise and glory to
our Lord Jesus Christ!
– LYS
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Healed Of Diabetes
I was a diabetic for 23 years, and over the past few years, I
have been on medication and insulin.
At the beginning of this year, I fel t a strong stirring in my spirit
to join a care group. So, I registered online to join a care group.
Ten minutes later, I received a message from the care group leader.
At the first care group meeting I attended, I requested the care
group to pray for my blood sugar level. I was praying for my blood
sugar level to drop so as to minimise the risk of complications.
In June, I went to see a specialist
and kept confessing that I am healed
in the name of Jesus. And when the
blood test resul ts came in, my blood
sugar level had indeed dropped to the
level I had prayed for!

I smiled, pointed up and
shouted “Praise The Lord!”

The specialist was amazed. He even called the dietician and the care
manager into the room to say that I was the only patient he knew
who managed to do this. He asked me how I did it. I smiled, pointed
up and shouted, “Praise the Lord!”
I was so happy that I began jumping around the clinic praising God!
Praise God for my wonderful care group who prayed with me, and
most impor tant ly, Jesus who healed me. All praise to Him!

– The writer has requested to remain anonymous.

SEND US YOUR TESTIMONY
Do you have a praise report
about God’s goodness and
faithfulness in your life?
Email testimonies@newcreation.org.sg
and share your testimony with us.
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Healed By Faith
Diagnosed with terminal cancer, 34-year-old Hong Geok Hua was told that he had
only six months to live. Twenty-two years later, he lives to tell DAVINIA KHONG
about the power of believing right and his miraculous journey.

Hong Geok Hua was all set to embrace
the next stage of life – fatherhood.
It was May 1991. After leaving his
high-paying job of nine years at an
American firm, Hong was looking
forward to join a local tertiary
institution as a full-time lecturer.
This dramatic career change came
with a significant pay cut, but Hong
felt that it was the perfect time to
move away from the long hours and
fast-paced work environment to focus
on his family.
He had just found out that he was
going to be a father, and the overjoyed
34-year-old could not wait to share the
good news with his family and friends.
He was looking forward to his new role
with relish.
But two weeks later, disaster struck.
It began one afternoon as he was
getting ready for a shower. His wife of
two years, Debbie, noticed a lump on
the back of his left shoulder. It was the
size of an egg.
After a visit to the hospital, doctors
reported that the lump was merely
fatty tissue that could be easily
removed with minor surgery. However,
the surgeon felt something amiss
during the procedure and immediately
SOLID ROCK 2013 EDITION 3
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conducted a biopsy, and sent a small
sample of the lump for further testing.
A week later, the diagnosis was
made. The lump was a stage 4
cancerous tumour.
“I kept wondering to myself: How can
this be? Why is this happening to me?”
He remembered.
“We were just rejoicing over the news
that my wife was expecting, and then
I found out I had a rare type of soft
tissue cancer which was in its late stage
and highly aggressive. I thought it was
a mistake.”
But the prognosis just got worse.
“The doctor stressed that even with
treatment, the cancer could return within
six months to the same spot and spread
to the rest of my body,” Hong said
softly. “The cancer could spread into my
internal organs and bloodstream.”
With or without treatment, Hong was
expected to die. As the reality of the
situation started to sink in, Hong began
sobbing uncontrollably in his chair.
“I was confronted with the possibility
that I might never see my child grow
up, and felt an overwhelming sense of
sadness and despair,” he said.

renewed,” he shared. “I just kept believing
and expecting the Lord’s divine healing to
manifest in my body.”
Over time, as Hong continued to believe
in God’s promises, his faith grew. Hong
experienced an indescribable peace and
strength that could have only come from
the Lord.

There was more bad news: the high
doses of chemotherapy and radiotherapy
he had to endure would also weaken his
immune system, and would render him
permanently infertile.

“It was as if something had changed
inside me,” he explained. “I became
absolutely convinced that it was not my
time to go. My soul and spirit just refused to
agree with the sickness that was attacking
my body.”

THE POWER OF BELIEVING
IN GOD’S WORD

“I would also tell my oncologist: I believe
I will live because I believe in my God. And I
will have more children.”

Yet, God was at work even in Hong’s
darkest moments. Just before he
began his first cycle of chemotherapy,
his fellow lecturer invited him to visit
New Creation Church (NCC).
“I had not gone to church for several
years; not since my teens,” he shared.
“But after attending one Sunday service
at NCC, I found myself returning week
after week. Even Debbie was eager to
join me.”
Senior Pastor Joseph Prince had, at
the time, been preaching on healing by
faith, and Hong was deeply impacted by
his sermons.
“I began to experience a greater
revelation of the Word and the finished
work of Jesus Christ,” he said. “In
particular, the words in Isaiah 53:4–5
spoke powerfully to me.”
“As I immersed myself more and more
in the healing promises found in God’s
Word, I became less anxious and felt

“My soul and spirit just refused
to agree with the sickness
that was attacking my body.”

Each month, the doctors would check to see
if Hong’s cancer cells had spread, and “each
time, the results came back negative,” he
smiled. “None of the doctors could quite
believe it.”
By the ninth month, after completing his
final round of radiotherapy, the doctors
announced that Hong was officially in
remission. That year, they welcomed their
firstborn, Moses. Even better news followed.
Four years later, the Hongs had their second
son Paul, and two years later, their third
child, Karyl.
Today, Hong is actively serving in our
church’s Royal Service Ministry.
“Although the doctors said that I may
never be able to father a child again, Debbie
and I stood in faith and believed that the
Lord would make our bodies fruitful,” he
beamed. “And for the past 22 years, by the
grace of God, I have remained cancer-free.
It’s the grace of God indeed.”

PHOTO COUTESY OF THE HONGS.
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:
HONG, DEBBIE, KARYL, MOSES AND PAUL.
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Raising An A* Child

“An A* child is one who is secure,
who knows he is significant, and
a child who is strong...”

Doing well in Singapore’s Primary School Leaving Examinations (PSLE) is
commonly viewed as an early indicator of future success. As a parent of a
child about to hit this educational milestone, GERALD WEE discovers how
to prepare his son, and perhaps more importantly, himself, for it.

The PSLE has long become the dreaded four-letter
acronym for children in our nation (or maybe more
accurately, their parents).

Romans 5:17 states that those who receive
abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness
will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

After all, it is the pinnacle of primary school
education, and success here apparently opens the
door to some of the top secondary institutions in
the nation.

“An A* child is one who is secure, who knows he
is significant, and a child who is strong,” said
Pastor Lian. “This child may not score A*s during
his examinations, but he will love his parents, love
the Lord and serve God’s purpose. He will have
true success.”

As a parent of a son who is in Primary 5, the
prospect of facing the PSLE looms ahead exactly
one year from now. So it was perhaps timely and
ordained (from my perspective) that our church
organised a seminar titled Your Grace-Based
Approach To Good Success: Raising Your A*
Child earlier this year.
Here are a few lessons I learnt as well as
some practical tips I gleaned from the highly
informative seminar.

A* SUCCESS DEFINED
I don’t pretend to be immune to the concerns
that typically plague parents of upper primary
school children. It also doesn’t help that my
son’s academic record to date isn’t exactly
A* school standard.
Thankfully, Pastor Lim Lian Neo (ministry pastor
of Rock Kidz, our children’s ministry, and one of
the key speakers) was quick to define A* success
during the seminar. She stated that while a child
may not ace his examinations, the secret to reigning
in life can only come by receiving the abundance
of grace and the gift of righteousness.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF
SPEAKING GRACE
Words and what we say as parents matter.
Ephesians 4:29 advises, “Let no corrupt word
proceed out of your mouth, but what is good
for necessary edification, that it may impart grace
to the hearers.” I was reminded that I can
always speak grace into my son’s life, no matter
the situation.
I have no doubt that as parents, we love our
children regardless of their performance, but I now
realise the importance of explicitly showing or
telling my son so.
For example, I try to make a conscious effort to
catch him doing the right thing, and take the
opportunity to praise him, even if it is for simple
things like turning off the lights when no one is
using them. Declarations like “I love you”, “I am
proud of you” and “Jesus is your wisdom and
favour” will make my child secure, and build his
identity in the Lord.
49
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“There are no perfect children or parents,
but there is a perfect Saviour.
And He will perfect and strengthen
you and your family.”

THE PRACTICE OF PARENTHOOD
THE IMPORTANCE OF
BOUNDARIES
“No discipline seems pleasant at
the time, but painful. Later on,
however, it produces a harvest of
righteousness and peace for those
who have been trained by it.”
Hebrews 12:11, NIV

SOLID ROCK 2013 EDITION 3

50

BE OPEN AND AVAILABLE
In the hustle and bustle of life, it can be
hard enough finding time to help my son
with his studies, let alone connect and
spend quality time!

Imagine going up to the 50th floor
and walking to the edge. Would
anyone be allowed to play soccer
there? Of course not! But by
erecting a secure wall on the 50th
floor, you can now play soccer there
because it is safe to do so.

I struggle with this, and am learning to
connect with my son by immersing
myself in the wonders of iPhone games
like Candy Crush, as well as various
animated series on YouTube like Battle
Force 5. While I can’t say it has been a
total blast, the upside is that I find my
son approaching me more often to talk
about these and other things, including
his studies.

“Life without boundaries can
be dangerous,” Pastor Lian
shared. “Hebrews 12:11 declares
that boundaries set in love will
produce good results. By instilling
boundaries, like the newly
constructed wall on the 50th floor, it
will make one feel safe and secure.”

It has also been helpful to set aside
particular days to do things together.
For example, Saturday afternoons are
now reserved for outdoor activities like
swimming or rollerblading in the park. I
also try to spend time each day after work
talking to my son and partaking of the
Holy Communion together.

It is also important to note that
when boundaries are broken, there
will be consequences. Do make sure
that your child (and spouse) knows
what these consequences are and
that you enforce discipline when
necessary. You can be reasonable,
and friendly in your approach, but
do be firm. On the other hand, it
helps to celebrate when your child
achieves or exceeds the milestones
you’ve set for him!

When all else fails, I have learnt to make
room for grace. As we commit our desires
to the Lord, grace can fill the gap when we
feel that we are failing to parent right.
What Pastor Lian concluded hit home
for me. “There are no perfect children or
parents,” she reminded. “But there is a
perfect Saviour. And He will perfect and
strengthen you and your family.” Truly,
we as parents shall see the grace of God
supply all that we desire. Amen!

The seminar Your Grace-Based Approach To
Good Success: Raising Your A* Child saw over
100 enthusiastic parents in attendance. Held at
the Shine Auditorium, Rock Kidz’s speakers and
panellists included Pastor Lim Lian Neo, ministry
pastor, Deacon Edwin Lim, counsellor, Rock Kidz,
Tan Wei Wei, Rock Kidz teacher, and Lin Foo,
Rock Kidz’s curriculum writer.

MANAGING SCHOOL WORK

Here are some key points and valuable takeaways
shared during the session.

How should I address my child’s fears or concerns
with school work?

GENERAL PARENTING POINTERS
How can we parent in grace?

Even as we declare our child a “Jesus boy” or a
“Jesus girl” so as to remind our child of his identity
in Christ, we as parents can also declare upon
ourselves that we are a “Jesus Daddy” or a
“Jesus Mummy”. In the same way, this reminds
us of our identity, and gives room for grace,
knowing now that there is no condemnation
in Christ! It also empowers parents to have the
strength to cool down during an argument, and
see God’s supply of love and patience as you
parent your child.

Is it okay to apologise to my child?

If a parent has done wrong, a sincere apology is a
very powerful thing to a child, regardless of his age.
When you apologise, you are showing him that
you respect him, and he will end up respecting you
more for it.

I can’t help but feel disappointed when my
child makes a mistake.
There will surely come a time when your child
makes a mistake. But do rejoice when that happens
because it becomes a teachable moment for your
child. You get the opportunity to encourage, show
support and impart values to him. You also get to
show him love and acceptance.

Why can’t my child study on his own?

Your child generally cannot manage time well on his own,
and one of the best ways to guide him is by setting a daily
timetable that is both specific and achievable. For example,
the study schedule should include page numbers, or specific
questions that he needs to cover before rest and relaxation.

1. Listen to him. For example, your child might be afraid
of Chinese, or Mathematics. Don’t jump on him when he
expresses himself. Hear him out.
2. Emphathise with him and validate his emotions. Tell
him you understand how he feels and that it is alright to
feel that way.

3. Label his emotions. Could it be that he is “frustrated” or
“fearful”? Pinpoint exactly how he feels so that both you
and your child can manage the emotions more effectively.
4. Lead him to the solution or answer that you want.
Don’t be so quick to offer solutions. Ask leading
questions. “Would it help if I share with you the key
points to this question?” “You’ve been at it for an
hour already. Should we take a short break and
continue later?”

What happens if he fails his examination?

1. Build security: “You know we love you whether you pass
or fail.”
2. Build significance: “You know you have Jesus in you.
The wisdom of God is in you and from this lesson, God
will take you to a higher level. You are the head, and not
the tail.”
3. Build strength: “June holidays are coming, do you think
you need a routine to catch up on Science?”
4. Be encouraging: As your child makes the effort to
rectify the problem, celebrate small successes. They can
include following the timetable well or finally learning a
difficult concept.
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3 Things We’ve Learnt
About Marriage

1

SOLID ROCK sat down with four gloriously married couples and got them
to share their secrets to a vibrant marriage and harmonious family life.

We’ve learnt to make it a point to communicate daily. Even if it’s just for
10 minutes at the end of a busy day. We do this after putting the kids to bed.

2

We’ve learnt to make use of special dates to create special moments. Dates
and moments become special when you deliberately make it so. On Mother’s
Day this year, Russell and my five-year-old son bought me five gifts and hid them
in the house so I had to look for them! That was a special moment!

3

We’ve learnt to have staycations! It’s like a retreat of sorts where we pull
ourselves out of our busy schedules to spend quality time with each other.

KEEPING THE SPARK ALIVE

RUSSELL LUM & STEPHANIE YAP • MARRIED FOR 12 YEARS

FROM LEFT:
STEPHANIE, ESTHEL, SETH AND RUSSELL.

PARENTING

DEACON LOUIS TENG & DEACONESS TINA LIM • MARRIED FOR 9 YEARS

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:
DEACONESS TINA, DEACON LOUIS, JOVI AND DANIEL.

1

We’ve learnt to be patient and flexible. Each child has his own slant and what
might work with one child might not necessarily work for the other.

2

We’ve learnt to trust and believe that as we serve in God’s house, God will
take care of our house. God, who made our children, does a better job in
raising and taking care of them than both of us.

3

We’ve learnt that we’re just stewards over our children. This helps us to
live freely knowing that He is in control. We don’t have to put the pressure on
ourselves to make perfect decisions or be perfect parents.

COMMUNICATING WITH
PARENTS-IN-LAW (PARENTS-IN-GRACE to them)

FROM LEFT:
JOLENE, JUNE, JOSES, ISAAC AND DEACON MATTHEW.

DEACON AARON TABENSKY & VEINNY TABENSKY • MARRIED FOR 19 YEARS

MANAGING FINANCES

1

opened a combined account to be accountable to
each other. It wasn’t an overnight thing and it took
some time getting there.

We’ve learnt to acknowledge opinions without having to subscribe to them.
The generation gap is inevitable, and there will be different ideas on how things
should be done. But it makes a big difference when we take time to hear them
out, regardless of whether we choose to apply the advice.

2

We’ve learnt that trust is essential. It’s important
that we know we can use the money in our
account anytime without having to worry that
each other might be spending it unwisely.

We’ve learnt to have hearing hearts. Having gone before us in so many ways,
our parents-in-law have gained much from their life experiences. So we’ve learnt to
glean great pearls of wisdom from them.

3

We’ve learnt the importance of keeping in touch. Spontaneity is the keyword
for us. It could be a quick Skype call, sharing photos on Facebook or just a
simple email.

DEACON MATTHEW KANG & JUNE KANG • MARRIED FOR 25 YEARS
1

2

We’ve learnt that it’s important to have a
common understanding of tithing. We tithe
twice each time – once together as a family, and
a second time where it’s our own personal tithes
as an act of worship to God.
We’ve learnt to share a joint account. Many
divorces happen because of money, so we
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3

FROM LEFT:
JEREMY, VEINNY, DEACON AARON, ELISE AND ALISTER.
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SNAPSHOTS @ THE ZONE

Insta-Legacy
The Zone ministry youths share personal experiences at
Legacy Camp 2013 through their Instagram posts!

NIKKI VALERIE CHAN
ARROW
For five glorious days, our youths from The Zone encountered Jesus at Legacy Camp 2013. Held at
Sunway Lagoon in Kuala Lumpur from 17–21 June, about 1,100 campers from DARE (for secondary
school students) and Arrow (for full-time national servicemen and varsity students aged 17–29) took
part in the annual youth camp. It was a dedicated time where the youths got to soak in the Lord’s
presence and experience Jesus in a real and tangible way.
Senior Pastor Joseph Prince was there to preach up a storm, together with our youth pastors,
Pastor Benjamin Lim and Pastor Daniel Chong. Our youths lapped up every word, and were edified
and strengthened in the Lord. Wild and extravagant praise and worship sessions, wisdom-filled
Men’s and Women’s Meetings, side-splitting fun and games, and heartfelt fellowship all added up to
one very awesome camp.

There’s a fire in our hearts and it burns for
You, it’s never gonna fade away. We are the
free and Yours is the glory!

JONGHAN YEO
ARROW

LIEN WEI JUN
ARROW

My care group is amazing. I love you all so
much, no words can describe it. I wouldn’t have
gone to Legacy Camp with any other care group.

Our youths returned from camp with a different spirit, each of them having received a special
portion from their Daddy God. We chronicle some of their responses to Legacy Camp 2013, with
photos and quotes from their Instagram profiles!

My bros. Without them, there wouldn’t be
sharpening. Thank God for these people
placed in my season. It’s great to be blessed
with their company.

BRANDON QUEK
ARROW

Truly blessed to be in an awesome care group
with this special bunch. All gathered for one
reason – TO PRAISE JESUS.

MARCUS TEO
ARROW

How we are in Christ is like being in an Iron Man
suit. In and of ourselves, we are vulnerable and
weak. But when we are in Christ, like being in the
suit, we become powerful and unstoppable and it
doesn’t matter what’s on the inside. When others
see us, they see Christ, just like how people see
Ironman and not the guy wearing the armour.
Today we can see ourselves in Christ and be
conscious that as His favour surrounds us as with
a shield, we can expect good!

KWOK YUEN SIANG
ARROW

LARRY KOH
ARROW

JOAN ABBEY GAN
DARE Group Leader

We are totally ready for Legacy Camp 2013!
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Day 3 of Legacy and wow, too glorious
already, our Bright and Morning Star! Loving
camp so far and I know that it can only get
brighter and brighter!

JASMINE TAN
ARROW
MASS GAMES!

What causes men to rise up? We have one
mighty Saviour who gave it all for us first.
When a man is filled by His grace and His
love, there is this spirit of hope beating fiercely
in his heart. There is no stopping this chosen
generation.

NG YUXUAN
ARROW

Kingdom friends will always
be the greatest treasure and blessing.
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@NCCSOLIDROCK

WHAT ARE YOU

TODAY?
Who do you believe you are? And what are
you trusting God for? Believe right and start
walking in a greater measure of God’s glory
in all areas of your life!
Be part of #believing4 now! Instagram us,
fill in your faith picture in the poster we’ve
included in this magazine, and tell us what
you are believing God for. Show us your
creative side and stand a chance to win a
Christmas hamper!

HOW TO ENTER

health

Follow NCC and Solid Rock
on Instagram (@nccsg and
@nccsolidrock)

ness
& whole

Snap a photo with the caption
#believing4 ________________
(Make it creative!)

#

Hashtag your photo with
#believing4 and #nccsg

4

Publish your photo.
Closing date is Friday,
1 November 2013.

By participating in the contest, participants confirm that:
• They are the authors of the entries;
• Entries do not contain obscene, sexually explicit, violent, offensive or libellous material;
• Entries do not contain any discriminating material regarding sex, ethnic group or religion and
• They have obtained permission from the person/persons who appear in the entries.
The Solid Rock team reserves the right to remove entries and comments that we deem offensive.
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