
BY VICTORIA VAUGHAN

SOUTH-EAST Asian nations are thinking
of starting a new emergency rice reserve
for all 10 Asean states and China, Japan
and South Korea.

Talks will be held in Japan next month,
said Dr Somsak Pipoppinyo, Asean’s direc-
tor of finance, industry and infrastruc-
ture, yesterday at a regional food security
conference being held at the Lee Kuan
Yew School of Public Policy.

The tentative plan is to have about
800,000 tonnes of rice in reserve in case
of emergencies such as earthquakes, tsu-
namis and cyclones. This amount of rice
is enough to feed the whole of Singapore
for about two years.

This fund is meant to take over from
the Japanese-funded pilot project, known
as the East Asia Emergency Rice Reserve,
which was set up in 2005 and ended in
February.

The pilot project – which involved Ja-
pan, the Philippines, Cambodia, Laos, In-
donesia and Myanmar – was shown to be
effective when cyclone Nargis hit Myan-
mar in May 2008 and Japan delivered rice
to the disaster-struck country.

Dr Somsak said: “Hopefully, by the
end of this year, we will have agreed on
the financial, technical and operational
procedures of the reserve.”

The Asian Development Bank (ADB)
has said it will provide the business model
for the venture.

Mr Katsuji Matsunami, adviser to the
director-general at the ADB, said the chal-
lenge was to get countries which are unaf-
fected by disaster, such as Singapore, to
see the economic benefit of joining and
helping to fund such a venture.

He said that while the regional reserve
should not interfere with market trade, it
could help stabilise regional food prices in
times of crisis and avoid the price hikes
seen in 2008.

The International Rice Research Insti-
tute, however, has doubts that a regional
rice reserve would work.

The institute’s head of its social scienc-
es division, Dr Samarendu Mohanty, said
it could be a “political nightmare” trying
to implement such a reserve and that the
amount of 800,000 tonnes would be too
little to make a significant difference in a
large-scale crisis such as the 2004 Asian
tsunami.

BY SUJIN THOMAS &
MAVIS GOH

THE young man whose jet ski allegedly
crashed into 20-year-old Loh Ying Jie in
Phuket has not been allowed to leave
Thailand and will likely face criminal
charges next Thursday, Thai police told
The Straits Times.

But just how severe the charges that
Mr Tang Jun Han will face will depend
on the ongoing mediation sessions
between the families of the two young
men, said Colonel Arayapan Pukbuakao,
the police chief of Patong.

Mr Tang, 20, who recently completed
his national service, will have to go to
the police station next Wednesday, when
a third round of mediation between Thai
lawyers of the two families is due to take
place.

In a phone interview, Col Arayapan
said he could be charged with a “wrong-
ful act” that “caused the death of anoth-
er”. He added that Mr Tang was not
under arrest but had remained on the
island since the April 2 accident. Howev-
er, his passport had been impounded.

According to Phuket-based news web-
site Phuket Wan, both families are now
locked in discussions over the amount of
compensation. Initially the Lohs asked
for $500,000 before lowering it to
$250,000. The Tangs made a counter-
offer of $100,000.

When approached during the memori-

al service held at Singapore Casket for
Mr Loh last night, his family declined to
comment on the compensation issue.

Mr Tang also could not be contacted
despite repeated attempts to reach him
on his mobile phone.

At the memorial service, more than 10
medals, which Mr Loh had won for drag-
onboat and canoeing competitions, were
laid out on a table in front of his coffin.
The service was attended by more than
30 relatives and friends.

Fighting back tears, his mother, Mad-
am Jenny Tay, told The Straits Times: “As
a mother, it hurts me a lot but I’m very
strong for my Ying Jie. I’m very happy
because he is going to heaven tomorrow.”

Mr Loh will be cremated at Mandai
Crematorium at 10.30am today.

A former army buddy from the 3rd
Singapore Infantry Regiment said: “He
was a very responsible leader.”

The crash on April 2 was his first time
jet-skiing and Mr Loh, as well as the four
friends on the trip with him, had no
licence to do so.

The impact caused a blood clot in his
brain. The clot was removed in a
three-hour operation in Phuket, and he
was brought back to Singapore on a medi-
cal evacuation flight late on April 4.

He died nine days later without regain-
ing consciousness.
sujint@sph.com.sg
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Plans to start
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This photo taken from Facebook shows crash victim Loh Ying Jie (left) with his friend Tang Jun
Han. Thai police said Mr Tang may face criminal charges – his jet ski had crashed into Mr Loh.

BY RACHEL LIN

A PRESTIGIOUS scholarship for Muslim
students and a special master’s degree
programme are in the works.

These projects were announced yester-
day by the board of the Prophet Muham-
mad’s Birthday Memorial Scholarship
Fund (LBKM), which is celebrating its
45th birthday.

The scholarship is for Muslim stu-
dents who have won a place in top uni-
versities overseas, such as Oxford or
Cambridge in Britain and the Ivy League
schools such as Yale or Harvard in the
United States.

Funds for the scholarship are now be-
ing raised, said LBKM president Wan
Hussin Zoohri yesterday.

Unlike LBKM’s bursaries, which go to
needy students, the scholarship will be
awarded on merit.

The second – the LBKM Fellowship –
is a tie-up with the Lee Kuan Yew School
of Public Policy to offer a master’s de-
gree. Details will be announced at a later
date this year when the programme is fi-
nalised.

The two initiatives, unveiled last
night at LBKM’s anniversary dinner,
show the charity is stepping up its ef-
forts to provide “more quality-based and

prestigious scholarships”, said Mr Wan
Hussin.

“It is an incentive and a motivation
for our students to aim high,” he added.

A coffee-table cookbook, titled Lazat-
nya... Recipes of Love, was also launched
at the celebrations by President S R Nath-
an.

The Istana, various embassies and oth-
er ethnic associations had contributed
their culinary secrets to the 150-page
book, which is in Malay and English.

The sales proceeds of the $30 book
will fund LBKM’s bursaries.

Among the 800 people at the celebra-
tions were representatives from various

faiths, including New Creation Church,
City Harvest Church and the Thye Hua
Kwan Moral Society.

Both churches and the Thye Hua
Kwan Moral Society have helped LBKM
raise funds.

LBKM was founded in 1965 to give fi-
nancial aid to needy students.

Over the years it has handed out al-
most $12 million in grants to nearly
17,000 students from primary to
post-graduate levels.

Some of its bursaries are earmarked
for students in specified fields, such as
the life sciences, medicine, dentistry,
psychology and social work.

Outcome depends on
next week’s mediation
talks between families

Muslim charity to offer top scholarship
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