
PORT-AU-PRINCE: Angry protests over
the slow arrival of aid continue to erupt
in Haiti’s ruined capital three weeks after
a 7.0-magnitude quake left some
200,000 people dead.

Prime Minister Jean-Max Bellerive,
who announced the higher death toll on
Wednesday, insisted that the government
remained in control of the situation, add-
ing that he has proposed the formation of
an emergency government in Haiti to fo-
cus on the crisis.

Mr Bellerive said his tiny Caribbean na-
tion had been ravaged by “a disaster on a
planetary scale” and detailed the tragic
toll suffered by his people: 250,000
homes had been destroyed and 30,000
businesses lost. At least 4,000 amputa-
tions have also been carried out due to
horrific crush injuries.

Despite a massive aid operation, a lack
of coordination and the sheer extent of
the damage have hampered the distribu-
tion of food and water leading to mount-
ing tensions among a million people left
homeless.

“The Haitian government has done
nothing for us, it has not given us any
work. It has not given us the food we
need,” Ms Sandrac Baptiste said bitterly
as she left her makeshift tent to join an-
gry demonstrations on Wednesday.

With tensions running high in the rub-
ble-strewn capital Port-au-Prince, 300
people gathered outside the mayor’s of-
fice in the once upscale Petionville neigh-
bourhood. Another 200 protesters
marched towards the US embassy, crying
out for food and aid.

The US has taken the lead in the huge
relief effort, with some 20,000 troops.
But on Wednesday, a senior official at the
US Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAid) faced tough questioning
about Haitians livid over the pace of aid.

“It is natural that they feel like that af-
ter a catastrophe of this magnitude,” US-
Aid deputy director Anthony Chan told re-
porters. “We are doing the best that can
be expected.”

But aid agencies have sounded the

alarm that donations for Haiti relief have
been desperately low compared to after
the 2004 Asian tsunami, which had a
death toll of about 220,000.

Head of the French Red Cross, Mr
Jean-Francois Mattei, said the organisa-
tion has received ¤11.5 million (S$22.5 mil-
lion) for Haiti, one tenth the amount it re-
ceived for tsunami relief.

And while the international Red Cross
raised US$3 billion (S$4.2 billion) in relief
in the tsunami’s aftermath, the figure for
Haiti stands at just US$555 million in the
aftermath of the worst natural disaster on
record in the Americas.

Mr Mattei said a “media controversy”
over the use of tsunami relief funds had
made some potential donors wary of giv-
ing, adding: “It is not surprising to see
the decline in donations.”

Meanwhile, a group of US missionaries
were to learn yesterday whether they
would be charged with trying to illegally
take children out of Haiti.

The 10 Americans from the Ida-
ho-based Baptist group New Life Chil-
dren’s Refuge have been detained in Haiti
since the weekend after they tried to take
some 33 children – ranging from two
months to 12 years old – to the neighbour-
ing Dominican Republic.

Mr Bellerive said the case has taken
the international spotlight away from the
aid effort: “I believe it is a distraction for
the Haitian people, because they are talk-
ing more now about 10 people than about
one million people suffering on the
streets.”
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BY JUDITH TAN

SINCE touching down in quake-torn Hai-
ti on Sunday, the Singaporean volunteer
team of seven doctors, two nurses and
three relief workers has been treating be-
tween 500 and 700 patients daily.

Hundreds of people lined up to be seen
by the doctors who treated them at two
makeshift clinics – in the lobby of a thea-
tre and in a partially destroyed hospital –
in Carrefour, a city in the capital of
Port-au-Prince.

“You get to noon, and then the lines
get even longer,” said Dr Tan Chi Chiu,
who is leading the Parkway Group Health-
care team.

Dr Tan told The Straits Times the
team arrived at a time when the rescue
phase was winding down.

“The most severely injured either had
already died, or been treated at Port-au-
Prince field hospitals, the United States
aircraft carrier or evacuated abroad.
What remains are the untreated trauma
injuries, and emerging medical problems
of exposure, poor sanitation and malnutri-
tion,” he said.

The doctors took over the makeshift
clinics where they treated broken bones,

eye and ear infections, and urinary tract
infections, cleaning and dressing wounds
as well. The children came to the clinics
with stomach infections, respiratory tract
infections and skin disorders, and were
treated with antibiotics.

“The situation outside was really des-
perate. We tried to black that image out
while we worked to treat whoever we
could,” added Dr Tan.

A spokesman for CityCare, a non-prof-
it organisation here, said that since it sent
the first volunteer group there on Jan 15,
its medical members have treated 4,950
patients.

The latest team, including seven medi-
cal personnel from Parkway, is currently
operating at two locations. The second
medical post is at the Centre Hospitalier
Arcachon, the only functioning hospital
in Carrefour, which has a population of
about 800,000.

The team worked with Mr Yvon Jer-
ome, the mayor of the district, to set up
the clinic and an operating theatre within
the partially destroyed hospital.

Said Dr Tan: “The intention was to sal-
vage whatever equipment that was serv-
iceable from the hospital, and set up a ful-
ly functional clinic and surgery.

“It is located inside an intact sin-
gle-storey outpatient building so that pa-
tients from all over the district could
have proper medical care.”

The Singapore team and local volun-
teers cleaned the place, stocked it with
medicine and surgical supplies and, with-
in a week, the place was open.

“On the first day, this clinic treated
more than 200 patients, including those
who had suffered amputations and frac-

tured limbs, and many with infections.
They were in addition to the more than
400 patients at the makeshift clinics, dur-
ing the crossover. But once the perma-
nent facility became known to the com-
munity, the number of patients rapidly in-
creased,” Dr Tan said.

He said the Singapore team will be
handing the facility to an American volun-
teer medical team, and to other subse-
quent international teams, when it leaves
tomorrow.

ORGANISATIONS across Singapore have
helped raised more than $1 million in aid
of the earthquake victims in Haiti.

The Singapore Red Cross Society led
the way in fund-raising efforts, crossing
the $1 million mark on Wednesday.

As of yesterday, they have received
$1,146,408 from individuals, corporate
donors and religious organisations.

The society said in a statement yester-
day the money will be used to support re-
lief and reconstruction efforts in Haiti.

The latest donation came from the Rah-
matan Lil Alamin (Blessings to All) Foun-
dation, which initiated a special collec-
tion through all 69 mosques in Singapore
two weeks ago. They collected $62,000
over a period of three days.

New Creation Church has given nearly
$42,500 to relief efforts. Of that sum,
about $28,000 was channelled via the Sin-
gapore Red Cross Society. The rest of the
proceeds were given to Love a Child Inc,
a non-profit Christian organisation that
offers medical services and runs a food
distribution network for Haitian families.

Mercy Relief collected $8,000 from in-
dividuals, corporate donors and schools.

Charity group CityCare hopes to raise
$400,000 by next month, according to a
CityCare spokesman.

Those who wish to make a donation
may write to haitirelief@citycare.org.sg
MELISSA KOK

A doctor with the Singapore medical team attending to a woman’s knee which was injured during
the Jan 12 earthquake and which had been left untreated all the while. PHOTO: TAN CHI CHIU
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