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Reformation Sunday: The Christian full of God. 
Deny all false alternatives. (Col 2:8-23)
26 October 2025
First, Colossians. The fullness that triumphs over and nullifies any attempt to be full outside of Christ.


Review


Explaining the heart of the Gospel: Col 2:9-15


The Biblical Theology of Col 2


The goal, especially after 2000 years of the Gospel, is a church of good order. Is this us CERC?


--- End of Part 1---

Col 2:8 & 16-23; 2:9-15: Christ the wisdom of Prov 8-9 as opposed to Jewish confidence in a wisdom other than Christ?


Rooted in him


Built up in him


Established in the faith


He was raised for our justification (Rom 4:25; Col 2:13b)


Abounding in thanksgiving 


Because he is central to it all 


Circumcision made without hands


Circumcision can no longer be mandatory in the New Age


Rom 14 (Acts 16, 21) practising of the law vs. the false teachers’ practices


Matters of no consequence: 


Isa 29:13 ‘You died with Christ and yet you receive orders from men!’


If circumcision can no longer be expected neither can even baptism, in the sense that it is not equivalent to being ‘in Christ’, be the fulfilment of the point of circumcision.


Be Careful: 


V16 Following signals obligation


Evidence of the Reformers rejecting human precepts: rejecting many traditions, sacraments, etc.


How this all started with the controversy over indulgences:


The reformation was critical in getting the medieval thinking rewired…


…particularly it got the Sola Scriptura right…


But, modern Christians (and the beneficiaries) of the Reformation, have actually lost the true heart of the Reformation as represented by texts like Colossians, that is, Christ himself – Solus Christus.


Contemporary medievalism instead of the success of appreciating how we fall short of glory without Christ?


The problem with the assumptions about Protestant Christianity as a result of the Reformation today


Are we only Sola Scriptura and Sola Fide? Where’s the other 3?


Semper Reformata!


CERC’s difficult stance


The ‘already’ of salvation (the full gift of Christ) must be asserted, and it is against any false notions that threaten the already fullness of being in Christ, including any alternative ways to him.


The Gospel is what matters most, so…


Just as circumcision was culturally accepted among Jews in the time of the New Testament (although it might be considered a ‘weakness’ Rom 14), as a Reformed church, we would not want to be in conflict with those on either side of the baptism debate 


But if you insist on rebaptism or infant baptism or even any perfection of the sign, then not only are you misguided, you are failing to see the Gospel, and you must be rejected
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THE CHRISTIAN ACCORDING TO..

Therefore, as you received Christ Josus the Lord, continue being
Tl of the Chris, the hope of giory.
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