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Philippians 3 (Part 2) - "Let those of us who are mature think this way"
9 August 2026
Rejoice for we are ‘in Him’- ‘Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord.’ (Phi 3:1)


The life of a Christian before heaven


‘His’ : ‘Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect,’ (Phi 3:12), but ‘Christ Jesus has made me his own.’ (Phi 3:12 ESV)


For Him: ‘for the sake of Christ.’ (Phi 3:7)


‘the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.’ (Phi 3:8)


‘we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus’ (Phi 3:3)


‘put no confidence in the flesh—’ (Phi 3:3)


‘To Him’ : ‘in order that I may gain Christ’ (Phi 3:8)


‘I counted as loss’ (Phi 3:7) everything the world puts confidence in


‘I counted them as corruptingly dangerous’


‘From Him’ and not from the world:  


‘Like Him’:


The actualization of this is ‘knowing Christ’ in full consummation – effectively the resurrection


This means in the present, ‘sharing his sufferings’ (Phil 3:10)


A heavenly accounting of self


A heavenly slavehood


A heavenly recognition


A heavenly power


Unlike those who are earthly


For this reason (all three chapters’ worth of reasons) there is only one command and verb and encouragement:


This is how the ‘mature’ think. 


THESE MINDS ARE ALREADY ACCORDING TO THE MINDSET OF HEAVEN—‘Of Him’.


As gifted by God


According to the only way


And others who are already on this way


Unlike those who are headed the wrong way
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The Joy of the Beloved in Christ
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